#hoto by Alice Peper

RANDY BRODNAX PREPARES to fire another piece of his Raku pottery
at the Open Door Arts Fest. Raku originated in 16th century Japan.

By FaAwnN FALETOGO

Staff reporter

The second annual Open Door
Arts Festival, which took place Oc-
tober 18 on the campus of MCC,
served as a portal to personal cre-
ative expression.

At first glance, the fest appeared
to be a flea market for artists with
thesonicofferings of MCCensemble
bands, but a closer look revealed an
underlying appreciation for art and
an urge to share creative experi-
ence.

Hopesto match last year's atten-
dance of 10,000 people were denied
as bad weatber led to the cancella-
tion of Saturday's agenda. Even
though the turn-out wasnot ashigh
as expected, the Arts Fest did not
lose any money, according to public
information informant Kim
Harrison.

Unfortunately, Harrison points
out, the Millennium Wall project,
which lets children build concrete
tiles in order to create a giant me-
morial-like wall by the year 2000,
was hindered by the rain.

The name of the festival comes
from a Waco-native Robert Wilson
and his mammoth door sculpture,
which is erected in the front of the
Art Center. I found myself search-
ingfor Robert Wilson inthe attempt
to find out his impression of this
fest, but  wascontinually distracted
by the art displays and perfor-
mances.

The constant beating of a drum
called me frem my Wilson-quest,
and I seon discovered aman in West
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CHILDREN ADMIRE Raku pottery by Randy Brodnax at Open Door Arts Fest.

African garb, pounding away.

William Richardson, a trihal
drummer from Dallas, scemed hesi-
tant when he asked e to join him.

“These drums are usually not
played by women,” Richardson said
of the Djembe instruments, which
are made of mahogany and covered
with sheep-skin.

Richardson explained that in
Guinea's animistic religion, these
drums are said to have been passed
down from a deity with the purpose
of spiritual healing.

I stopped after my hands got sore,
and [ asked Richardson if he knew
where Robert Wilson was, but my
voice was lost in his rhythmicdrum
thumping.

[mademy way to Wilson’sbronze
door in the hopes of finding him
there, but I took yet another detour.

Here, | found a display of human
form sculptures by Dallas artist
Ruth Hamilton. She was in work-
ing progress ol another sculpture,
this one of a woman raising her
hands up tothe sky in a Vargas-girl
like pose. The quality of her work is
impressive and is reflected in the
sculpture price tags, the cost rang-
ing from $700 to $1,700 cach.

Other art activities that caught
my attention were the demonstra-
tion tents set up for children, in-
cluding painting with tricycles in
Toulouse la Trike, making huge

Landers looking for a second trip to nationals

BY BRIAN SHELTON
Staff Reporter

Unlike the NBA teams around
the country, the Highlanders have
.been working feverishly to prepare
for their scason opener that is al-
most upon us,

The Highlanders will open at
Blinn, 7 p.mn. Monday. Conch Steve
Shiclds said he expects a competi-
tive game.

“Blinn has been very good in the
past,” Shiclds said. “They've got
some guys back from last year's
,teamincluding Chris Anderson. He's
'a 6'11 inside guy who's extremuh
Jathletic and a good player.”

1 'I’thlghInnderawﬂlnttcmplto
»combnl Blinn in addition to the re-
mnlnder of its competitors with n

large group of inexperienced play-
ers. Head Coach Steve Shields said
although the team is talented, to
expect instant success would beun-
realistic.”

“I like our group and | think we
have a chance to be an excellent
basketball team in time,” Shields
said. “We're not there right now and
I don't expect to be, but we're mak-
ing progress and gettingbetteron a
daily basis."

Maybe the best example of the
team'semergingtalent can be found
at the point guard position, With
the loss of Brandon Manning the
team will rely heavily on the play of
Nie Wright, David Hudson, Steve
Helms and Kendell Garland.

“It's hard to replace o guy like
Manning,” Shields said. "During my
two years here he ran the show for
us but, it's not tike we're talentless

at that spot.”

“Our guard play has a chance to
be our biggest strength. Although
we're getting accustomed to playing
together, we're making too many
turnovers. That's a concern of mine
but, it's not a fear in my mind.”

Shields also said that although
the offensive strategies will not
change from last year, the new point
gunrds will present a fresh style of
play.

“Weare going to be a little differ-
entofTensively,” Shicldssaid. “We're
going to score more from the point
guard position hut, we're probably
not going to average as many as.
sints from that spot as we have in
the last two years."”

Tho team will also undergo some
changes on defense in the area of
rehounding. In an attempt to im-
prove on this area the team added a

Slze gives team high hopes

Bv Kevin BrocK
Staff Reporter

This year's women's Basketball
team will begin play at the South
Plains Tournament in Loveland on
Nov. 5, 6 and 7.

The tournament will consist of

oight teams with South Plains,
Howard, and two Arizona schonols
heading the tournnment.

~ Tho women's teanm will then play
it's first bomo gnme. It will host the
Subwny Clansic on Nuov. 13314, Tho
Bubway Classic will connist of four
tenms  including  Angelina,
Woulhurfurd Blinn and MCC,
_ This yenr's team will roturn five
‘players: Theroan Tindle, Tara
Alexandoer, Tamica Tally, TilTuny
'Donehoo, and Barbarn Simmions.

Conch Hudson said he feels all of
them have improved,

“But. Tamica Tally and TilTany
Donchoo have improved the most,”
he snid.

“PilTany is playing more under
vontral this year, which is key sineo
she is such a grest athlote”

This team will mainly consist of

youth though with 10 freshman:
Maolikan Van Hoose from Woest Co-
Jumbin, Megan Moriarty from
Killeen, Lora Tamlinson from Iredall,
Winter Siimmons, Tara Smith fromn
Valloy Mills,

Krinton Brashoar from Inglesido,
Lonn Frooman from Robinson,
Tamicn Keys from Austin, Morinh
Johnson from Merguite Poteot andd
Daniclio Willis of Killoon,

*T wont ufter size, spoed, and tal-
ont,” Hudson snid,

Fhudson said this may he his in-
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ent ruuultmg chiss "mainly due to
the size of the cluss.” But he nlso
points out that it is the most inexpe-
rioneed team he has over hind,

“Kristen Brashowr and Winter
Simmons, Kriston for her inside
presence and Winter for her speed,”
Hudson said offonse he will ran a,
"punsing style offonse, but fast
paced.”

“If we nover set up umlJth play
fust puced 'l bo happy "

Hudson does not have nsoetstart-
ing five yol.

He suys he may have o differont
line up uvery game,

Team gouls, he snid, aro "win-
ning the conforenco nnd mnkingthe
playoTs,"

Hudson said he fools this tonm s
hotter than Lokt your due mainly to
having moro playors, and depth,

(254) 299-8524 - 1400 College Drive,

number of big men including 7-2
David Schrug, 6-9 Walter Moore, G-
8 Jnson Russell and 6-6 men Marko
Krustulovic and Marcus Gradney,

“]1 think from a defensive stand
point we must get better as a group
rcbounding the basketball, * Shields
snid. “Right now I feelat times we're
a little bit passive in going and get-
ting after the offensive and defen-
sive rebounds.”

“We're bigger than we we're last
year \but, we nre not ns nthleticup
front. However, the big guys we've
pot are athletic when they play with
some agpressivencss,”

This lack of aggressiveness is
common with inexperienced plny-
ers, but Shiclds said it is necessary
for the team’s success.

“We've got to gain that bunger
fctor that we had last year," Shiclds
snid, “Just having that strong will

to win is important.”

Another factor of adversity the
tenm will have to overcome is a
tough schedule. However, Shields
said playingstrong competitors will
benefit the team down the streteh,

“I think it's critical to be good
later in the season so, it's important
to play good people early,” Shields
said. *I don't think you gain any-
thing by playing poorly and beating
the bad teams.”

The meeting at Blinn will be fol.
lowed by two more games on the
rond at Enstfield and San Jacinto
respectively.

“Our first three games arc on the
rond which was by degign,” Coach
Shiclds said. “T wanted to get the
team in situations where we're go-
ingto Mee adversity nnd sce bow we
react.”

MCCh productionol™An Tdoeal
Hlushand” was nwarded the Re-
gionnl Committes Choiee ot the
recont Arvon 1, lexas Amerienn
Colloge Thenter Festival hold
on this cnmpus Oct, 14-17,

Southwest Texan State

“Parnndot” swas also nominnted
to ndvanee Ly the live-state roe-
pional festival.

In adddition to MCC's nomi-
notion, the production was con-
mendoed with sdditionnl swards

‘Husband’ advances

Student production moves on
to five-state regional festival

University's produetion of

in the following eategories —
Kuthleon Cochran, Excollence
in Costume Design, Richard
Leslio, Excelloneo in Program
Design; Brandon MeWillinms,
Fxeollence in Millinery Design;
Ron Cole, the Trone Rynn Act-
ing Award; David McConnoll,
the lrene Ryan neting awnrd;
Julio Linaard, Exeollence in
Actingg Leo T'radl, Exceollonea in
Critienl Writingg and Laurn
Hubbared, Exeoelloneo in Criti-
enl Writing.

bubhbles in Bubble Seience, and mask
painting in the Third Dimension.

Aflter paying for a poodle balloon
made by a ratherdepressed-looking
clown and poster painting with 6
year olds in the Art Center, [ found
the door sculpture that served as a
culmination of my arts fest experi-
ence.

A volunteer nearby informed me
that Robert Wilson was"somewhere
in Europe,”but she casily expressed
what Wilson might have said to the
question 1 asked, pointing at the
door, “What does it mean?”

She answered my question with
a question.

“Is the door opening, or is it clos-
ing? What ison the other side of the
door?” the volunteer asked. She
explained that Wilson's seulptureis
only how we perceive it to be. It is
what you make of it.

I noticed that the door has no
knob. If the door were to close, it
would be impossible to open again.

With this in mind, the sculpture
stands as a symbol of the Open Door
Arts Festival inthat it setsthecom-
munity loose in an open house of
artistic expression. Festivals are
rare occasions that citizens can in-
teract and keep thedoorsofcommu-
nication and sharing of idcas open.
Adults do not have many outlets in
this fast-food culture to cxpress
themselves, and they end up shut-
ting the door to their creativity.

It is a shame this festival only
occurs once a year.
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Highlanders prepare for season
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Highland
staff wins
awards

By WyTEESHIA KING
Staff Reporter

The excitement filled the air
as 12 journalism students and
their teacher boarded the
McLennan Community College
van on Oct.15 at the Commu-
nity Service Center.,

The students and their
teacher were on their way to
Corpus Christi to attend the
annual Texas Community Col-
lege Journalism Association
Convention,

This association is one of
theoldest and largest two-year
college journalism associations
around. It wasfoundedin 1959.

Del Mar College served as
the host for the convention this
year. Around 20junior colleges
in Texas that participate in
the convention. Some of the
colleges are San Antonio Col-
lege, Lee College, Houston
Community College, San
Jacinto College, and South
Plains College.

Whilethe students wereen-
joving the scenery and the nice
hotel they were stayingin, they
had time to go to sessions on
Friday morningand afternoon.

Julian Ramon, a second
year student, said, “I thought
it was an inspiration to the
journalism world and it really
extended my thought process.”

His colleague, Kyle Davis,
had these words to say. “I
thought it was a great experi-
ence for all of us. I learned the
most about sports broadcast-
ing and writing fields.”

Jamie Jones, Opinon Edi-
torsaid,“Theconvention wasa
good hands - on experience,
Hearing from ‘the pros’ taught
me that I don't Last semester
the students sent entries to be
judged for awards that were
given out on Friday night, The
“Highland Herald"didn't leave
empty-handed.

They came back to Waco
with the followingdivision two
nwards under their belts;

* Justin Braswell, second
place, news photo,

» Justin Braswell, second
place, sports photo

« Justin Braswell, third plnce,
column

« StafT, third place, headline
writing

« Juson Hoskins, third place,
sporis news

+ Stafl, honorable mention,
layout and design

The noxt convention that
the journalism students will
attend will bo sometime in the
spring at Kerrville,

Banquet to honor Butler

Waco, Texas 76708 -

The collogze will colebrate the colloge's outstanding basoball horitage
with o banguet Saturday in the Student Contor,

One of the chief rensons for eolehreation will be the induction of Rick
Butler into the Nationnd Junior Colloge Athletic Association's Baseball
Hall of Fame. Also to be hanored will be former Highlandor nnd major
foaggae pitehor Crnig MeMurtry nlong with the 16th anniversary of the
eolloge's nntionad champion hasehall team.

A number of men whoe played undoer Butler during the yonrs 1971-1989
arooxpeeted taboon hinnd, Thoe ovent bogine at 6:30 p.m. with weoclnl hour
andd then the banguoet and progran boginning nt 7:30 p.m. Those wishing
to e tiekots (810 should contnet Danny Uptiore or Rose Del.oon at 209
HE,
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HHerald@csunix.mcc.cc.lx.us


















