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Entertainment

Faculty jazz group |

set for area gigs

Imagine listening to an em-
semble of master-degreed mu-
sicians, playing probably the
most slighted form of music
known to mankind, particulary
here in Waco. A newly formed
group is doing exactly this right
here on the MCC campus. For
lack of a better name, The Fac-
ulty Jazz Group will be per-
forming not only here at the
school, but will also perform off
campus, the sites yet to be
named. '

The group, consisting of fac-
ulty members in the commer-
cial music program, will be fea-
turing in addition to the music
mini workshops about the his-
torical contributions of the art
form in order to educate to the
amenities of jazz and to break
down the barriers formed when
one hears that word jazz.

“Jazz is Kind of an esoteric
thing. I think exposure is the
key,” said Bill Hasket, director
of the commercial music pro-
gram at MCC. Hasket, the
group instigator, said he got the
idea from a workshop he was
involved in this summer.

“This is something we can
have fun with and also serve
the purpose of showing stu-
dents the possibilities available
to them in this industry. Hope-
fully, we will be able to recruit
some students into our pro-
gram that otherwise might not
have been interested in com-
mercial music or jazz."

The members of the group
consist of the who's who in the
music program at MCC. On
paper only, the leader is Dr.
llasket, with right-hand assisl-
ance {rom Robert Page, the
“reed man” extraordinaire.

Dr. llasket, with a masters
degree from East Texas State,
and a Ph.D. from Oklahoma,
will be playing trombone. In
addition, his Ph.D. contribu-
tions will include music charts,
arrangements, and the all im-
portant task of booking the
group’s performances.

Page, who has a BS. in
education, a master’s in music,
and is currently working on his
doctorate in music perform-
ance, will also be assisting with
the bookings. He is probably
best known for his work with
the group Ommni, a jazz group
consisting mostly of faculty
members which played around
town on a regular basis last
year,

“ This is something we've
been interested in for several

years now. We wanted a group
that represented MCC and the
commercial music program,
Omni was sort of that way, but
technically, we didn't represent
the school,” Page said. “Now,
we offically represent the
school and the program.”

An added benefit is the
styles of music they will be
playing. Almost any style imag-
inable will be circumvented in
their repertoire.

* Each of the players lean in
certain directions, and since
each will contribute equally,
there will be country to jazz,
be-bop to fusion included,” said
Bill Howard, keyboardist.

Iloward, with his master’s
degree in music composition,
will be contributing ‘his ultra-
contemporary, jazzrock style
and feel to the group with
charts and arrangements,
Schooled in music at North
Texas State, it's not hard to de-
velop an affinity for his style of
playing and wriling. Howard
also lends his influence to the
MCC rock bands he instructs.

“This will be a real kick for
me, and I'm sure the others
feel the same way,” he said.

Dick Gimble does. Receiving
his education at, “MCC, U.T,
school of soft knocks, and got
the 3rd degree many times,”
Gimble is and has been in-
volved in many activities for
and by MCC.

“ T think this will offer a
good opportunity for students
1o get to know what we're all
about here at the commercial
music program. And I'm al-
ways grateful for the oppor-
tunity to play, especially with
these kinds of players,” he said.

Other members of the group
include Roger Rush on drums,
Dave Hibbard on trumpet and
flugle horn, and Donny Balmos,
also playing keyboards.

The first, formal gathering
of these musicians was Sept. 10
and the magic was present be-
fore even a note was played.

This was followed by the
mandatory jam-session players
of this caliber unconsciously in-
sist upon. The MCC Faculty
Jazz Ensemble had com-
menced, and it was casy to see
that indeed it was going to be a
kick. Stay tuned.

Country Showdown
has ‘Easy’ winner

By B.J. JENSEN

The late afternoon of Aug. 20
launched what is hoped to be at
least an annual event here in
Wwaco.

Titled “MCC Country Show-
down, it was guitars and
drumsticks at 20 paces 1o
determine who would be kings
of the country music hands on
the local front,

It wasn'l casy to pick just
one winner to qualify for the
first prize, It was, however,
Fasy, the group, which won
that prize that included session
thine hy Brian Sound Studios
and 81,000 from MCC and lien-
nigy's Heart of Texas Musie,

The $500 second prize (same
benefactors) went to the group
Calico,

Dick Gimble, MCC commer-
cinl - musie  instructor,  was
lnrgely  responsible  for the
“Battle of the Bands," orgoniz-

ing the event from an idea on
paper to the final product
which he emcece'd. Bul he was
not entirely alone.

"1 was doing this with a ot
of help from my friends,” Gim-
ble said, "IKNI'O Radio donated
air time and public service an-
nouncements  for  advertise-
ments, and several of KNFO's
people donated their time to
judge the contest. And T had a
ot of help from Dave llibbard
(MCC band instructor), Rob
Yage and Kenny IFrazier (MCC
music instructor), 1 couldn't
have done anything withont the
help of everyone involved,”

Altogether there were nine
bands participating in the con-
test and more than 400 people
attending  at Melody  Ranch
thit evening which, in essence,
wits "an outstanding suceess,"”
necording te Gimble.

“1 hope there will be another
one this spring,” he sald.

MCC Opera selects cast
for ‘Marriage of Figaro’

By GREG FEDRO

Audition results for the MCC
Opern Workshop spring presen-
tation of *'T'he kllu'rlngo of
Fignroe” have been announced.

Tho cast will inelude 1Paul
Brown, Greg  Fedro, ‘Traey
Hagne, Elisin Sovier, David
Thomas, John Ross, Stephanie
Goodnll, Lauel Loffert, Odelin

Stern, Beeky Kirk, Donald Ro-
hertson, Mike Sorley, Luls Na.
virro, Bolinda Whilehend and
Rudy Rlos,

Chotus mombers  will  Ine
clide Lon Anne Garrett, Ro-
hert Parkwood, Roboerl Sowder,

Iobin ~ Smith and ~ Carolyn
slentz,
e performanee I8 exe

pected to take place In April,
1

By KELLEY MUDRA

Progress shows in
these two photos
of the Performing
Arts Center taken
last spring (top)
and again early
this semester.

But plenty of work
remains on the
structure before

it holds its first
performance.

Construction of MCC’s new
Performing Arts Center is ex-
pected to be completed and

ready for occupancy sometime
this school year. The $34 mil-
lion facility encloses 33,000

square feet and will contain a
350-seat theatre which is more
than double the size of the pre-
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sent theatre in the Fine Arts
Building.

The new center will be com-
posed of three major parts.

One section will house the
faculty offices.

Another section will contain
the theatre, which has been de-
signed flexibly to function as a
dramatic stage, or to accom-
modate an orchestra pit.

The third section will house
instrument rehearsal rooms,
dressing rooms, classrooms, a
scenic design shop, a recording
studio and other support areas
for the theatre.

The new center is part of a
revised master plan for MCC
which was approved by the
MCC Board of Trustees in
March 1982.

Geren Associates: CRS of
Fort Worth is the project’s ar-
chitecural firm.

Hal E. stringer, a local land-
scape architect and architec-
tural designer for the present

MCC campus, will be responsi-
ble for the center's site devel-
opment.

Hot Stuff! Johnny Gimble music, chili cookoff, and more

Swing Festival Saturday

The toe-tapping music of
Johnny Gimble and ‘The
Bosque Bandits' and the taste-
tempting chili of cooks from
around the southwest will be
the main attractions at The
Second Annual Texas Swing
IFestival and the Tentathlon
Cookoff VIIT Sept. 22 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. at Cameron Park
East.

The festival is composed by
McLennan Community College,
Waco Coca-Cola and KNIO
951"M Radio, with proceeds ap-
plied toward the Bob Wills Me-
morial Scholarship for the com-
mercinl music department at
MCC. The scholarship, which
honors Wills for creating a new
kind of music in the 1930s and
40s that combined big band jazz
with country musie, began last
year with more than $,000
raised at the first Swing Festi-
val,

In addition to Gimble, who
was the former fiddler for Bob
Wills Texas Playboys, other
Wills alumni to appear will in.
clude Glen Duncan (vocals)
and George Ogg (saxophone).

Also headlining the day will
be Clyde Brewer's Original
River Rond Boys, from llous:
ton, and Cherokee Rose, both
winners for this year's KNI°O
Contlnuous Counlr‘y Awards,
and 15nsy, winner of MCC's re-
cont Country Showdown,

While things got cooking
musicnlly g0 will the chill, ns
participants In the Pentathlon
Cookolf VIII, held previously In
Houston, concact specinities
that include stow, gumbo,
beans and barbeque,

The Cookoff is belng con-
ducted by Bruce Denkin of
waco Coen-Coln and will he
limited to 08 cooking teams.
Prizos and trophlos wlll ho
awarded In each catogory, and
competing cooks can enter any
ar nll entegorles,

Cooks will be competing for
the ‘World Championship Pen-
tathlon Title." Showmanship, as
well as the best tasting chili,
will be judged during the cook-
off. Tasling cups for the com-
peting will be sold to the public
at the festival,

Other family events sched-
uled for the gay include a jala-
peno-cating contest, a waiter/-

waitress competltion and the
World's Largest Chill Pot,
Tickets to the festlval are $3
per person in advance and $4 at
the gate. Advance tickets are
available at the MCC Book-
store, Hasting’'s Records and
Heart of Texas Music,
Scecondary sponsors of the
festival include Wendy's of
Waco, Roadway Inn and Shera-

ton Inn, ;

Entry information for the
Pentathlon Cookoff may be ob-
tained by calling 817/753-1561,
cxt. 33, or by writing Deakin at
;ﬁ%l Austin Ave.,, Waco, Tx.

For more Information about
the Festival, contact 756-6551,
ext. 278,
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MCC Bookstore

No question about it ..,

Helps better grades 'To be'!
|

Books

Supplios
Qifte for all cacaslons

Greoting oarde




