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Course Drops Indicate Student Attitudes

By Dougl Garreit

In recent wecks there has
been growing concern over a
seeming rise in student drops,

This year statistics point out a
very interealing fact. The in-
crease does nol seem to be in
the number of draps, but {n how
aware people are of them,

Last year 1,403 coutrses wore
dropped by students. This year
1,519 drops have heen initinted
hy students, When one con-
siders that there has been a
significant incronso in
enrollment this year, that in.
creaso I8 even loss significeant,

But the timo of the somestor
whoen tho moest drops eccur hag
not arrlved yot, The poriod of
the semestor  just  after
Thanksgiving is usually whon
more courses wro dropped than

any other time of Lthe semester.

This is also the time when
such things as term papers are
assigned and D slips are sent
oul,

The counselors have noted
what Keith Geisler called *‘a
prevailing altitude among the
students and the faculty."

Many of the oxplanations
glven for this can he grouped
under the general heading of
decrensed social pressures and
increased cconomic pressures,

“Pousibly  pooplo  are
realizing  that a  college
education is not n necessity,”
sald Counselor John Naobis,
Dean of Student Services Larry
Gilliam pointed oul that men
also no longer havo the threat of
thedrnft to keep thom in school.

Golsler saikl thal o Hreat

SG Parliamentarian,

Siudoent Governmoent
Periamentarian and  an
amendment o the Student
Governmonl  Constitution will
he valted on Thuradny and
Friday from 8 a.m, to & p.m, in
the Student Contor,

Brazos Drive

The Booutily Waco Projoct
will recolve o hoost when
Student Govornment purchosos
five Rbares of Jnncl this month,
Student  Governmont  ap-
woprinted 680 to buy five linoar
oot of Lake Draxos Drive,

The monoy will he uned to
onorally bhenwtify the area
)ught by Student Government,

Kand Andorson  wan
rocognizod un an honorary
mombor of Rtudent QGavorn:

Il MeNeal, sophomore, s
the only eandidato for the office.

MeNeal sadid the main roason
ho is rumning for the offlea is "1
hadn't heen very involved in
Student Governmenl mud now s
my chanee to run for office."

Project Gets

moent. Mrs, Anderson was
formally an olecled studont
reprosontative. 8ho had to
rosign hor poul when wshe
dropped o clivws and boeame o
parttime studont,

I her prosenl position as
honorary member of Studont
Government, Mra.  Anderson
huw all the powers and
privilegos of her former office
oxocept voling,

"I may not he ahle ta vote hut

many studonts are citing
economic reasons for dropping
courses. “'The kids seem to he
pulting their work ahead of
thelr classes," said Nabis.

Counselor Joyce O'Rear said,
“When a student I8 attempting
too much, something has to
give."

When o student is faced with
deciding hetween dropglng a
courso or losing a job the fact
that the student must oat
usually wins out and the course
is dropped.

Another reason clted by Nobis
is that it could possibly be that
“Ilhe students are questioning
the relevance of the courses
thit they are taking."”

O'Hear notes  that  there
seems to ho o higher rate of
course  drops  among  the

He sald the "total npathy" of
the sludonis alko playoed o ﬂnruu
role in his deciston to run,

“1'd like 1o moke o positive
action toward the Student
Government of MCC,"  raid
MeNeal.,

$50 Boost

T ean atll mave mountains,"
sald Mra, Andoernon,

Billy Richardson and Klaine
Mokoly wore appolnted fo a
commitioeo to declde it MCC will
onter the Taul  Quinn
Hemocoming Parado Snturday,

Student Govornmont ap-
proprinted 8300 10 Afro Student
Kindred for o dance the club
will held nfter the flret home
haskothall game,

academic transfer students who
are taking basic requirements,
The reason for this is, she said,
that many of these courses are
nol geared to the students'in-
forests.

The two statements above
tend to support ane another in
that they refer Lo the same set of
courses,

The courses that most
students have a difficult time
secing 68 relevant are the same
courses that they see as not
fitting in to their intercsts or
applying to their majors.

This Is possibly the reason
that the higher rate of drops is
not in evidence in the technieal
fields ns it is in the aendemic
transfor courses.

Nebls said, *'In the technical
fields, all of the courses are

Also on the ballot will be the
amendment to the Studoent
Gavernment  constitution, On
the batlot the change will
worded as follows:

Artiele 1, soetlon 2.4 of the
Student  Government  Con-
stitution will e changed from:

Momboers of the Siudent
Government shall have ot the
e of thelr election or ap-
pointment o grade  point
averuge of L0 or hetter. In
detormining  grade  point
nvernges, the last completed
somester, whether in high
kohool or college, will he con.
sldored. Al loast a 1,0 semontor
average must he malntained
thronghout  the  Hiudent
Government membher's term of
offlcer fallure o comply wi)
resull in removal irom olfloe as
provided for In Article X of this

aimed directly at teaching the
student o specific  skill.
Whercas, in the academic field,
this is not the case."

Nabis further supported his
view by pointing out that lwo
years ago the technical
programs accounted for 20 per
cent of MCC's total enrollment,

This semester they account
{or 40 per cent,

The counselors suggest that
students should re-evaluate how
they are using their tme in
order to find where they are
wikt ing time.

Phey also  suggest thal
students should talk to their
tenchers before they drop o
conrse,

Gt sald, "Some teachors
will give o student overy last
chance,"

Amendment to Face Voters

Comitltution,

{1}

Members of the Rtudent
Governmend shull have ot (he
time of thelr olectlon or ap.
polntment  n grade  point
wvernge of 2.0 or betler, In
dotermining  grade  point
averagon, the et comploted
seimestor, whether In high
uchool or college, will he cons
widormd, AL Tonut n 3.0 somostor
avorage muast e mainialned
throughont  the  Studemt
CGovornment momber's lerm of
offleer Tallure 10 comply will
roxult in remaoval from office aw
provided for In Artiele X of thiw
Conntltwtlon,

This  amendment  was
propased due lo the recont
change from o 5,0 wystom to n
4.0t syntom,
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Experimentation in Painting -
A Way of Expanding Talent

By Cathy Sulak

Miss Patricia Tillman says
she can't remember how long
she's been drawing things. The
closest she can come to
recollecting is the first time she
was able to hand}. ~ pencil. And
that's close enough.

Now the sophomore smiles
when she talks about the stacks
of drawings and paintings she
has stashed away in her closet,

“1'll never throw them
away," she said. “They aren't
just something you throw away
and forget about.  Sometimes
it's fun to go back and look at
some of my first work."

But Miss Tillman no longer
doondles on the inside of book
covers to display her talent,
Give her some paper and n
peneil, some eanvas and a paint
brush and she'll do what she
tloos hest-- the work of an artist,

“Arl courses in high sehool
are more like arts and crafls
classes,” she said. **They don't
tench you nnything about design
or perspective. In college it's a
whole new world,  There were
50 many things | didn't realize
ahout urt hefore 1 came to
Mce™

Now Miss ‘Tilman is not only
involved in realistic painting,
but in what she colls *'spon-
taneaus” painting.

“In o way it's like abstrael
painting. 1 don't really plan o
pvinting before 1 plek up o
hirwshy, T Just let it happen while
I'm working."”

It wins this  creating-whilo-
painting teehniquo that won hor
the second place honor in Jost
vear's snnial eampus arl show,

i s alwo the teehnigque she
would like to use some day to
help make hor arlist'y droam
conue e,

Singers Reunite Thanksgiving Weekend

The first  roinfon  of  The
Melaemnin Singers ot MCC s
weheduled Tor the Thanksgiving
weekend, Nov, 2% and 24

Kenneth  Alford, oviginal
divector of 'They Singess  and
instruetor, will diveet 0 of the
relurning Singers amnd the M
moemboers of the 107094 Singoers
in o performance of “Beahm's

*'Some day I'd like to paint a
really huge painting.1'd have a
canvas as big as a wall and take
buckets and buckets of paint
and absolutely, physically put
everything into it she said. It
would be something that would
he physically, as well as
mentally, exerting."

That kind of exertion requires
an inner drive, said Miss
Tillman, a drive to be able to do
something suceessfully,

“You have to care about what
you're doing."

She smiles when she talks of
one of the first times her care
and patience paid off-—the time
she cnme up with a flag design
for Reicher High Sehool and
won & $26 savings bond for doing
50,

Two years later, when she
was o juniar at Richfield High
School, Miss Tillman did the
same thing and was awarded o
$50 snvings hond.

Now, besides drawing for The
Highland Herald and going to
classes five dauys a week, Miss
Tillman works in the art
depariment of the Advertising
and  Marketing  Assoeintes
Company in Waco,

Hondling pasto-up work and
lny-put designg, Miss THlman I8
prosently involved in setting up
o Kories of oducntional story-
haoks foy childron in the IMorida
sehool syslom,

Miss Tillman plans o (ran.
sfor to the University of Texas
in Austin where she will com-
plote her major in art, taking
hoth  studio  painting  and
commercisl art coursos.

"“I'd like 10 get into com-
mercinl wt and dvertising,"
she wpdd, The oxporionco ['m
Hotting st AMA right now wibl

Reguiem,”

The combined  Singers will
wrform the completo weore in
onglish with the seprano sung
by Miss Ctoring Micioll, voleo
teaehor. The boarltone solo will
et sung by David Wesltorliold,
froshisnn,

Alforel saled o comploto per-
formunee of the " Rogulem' hos

really help me a lot. "

As with other budding artists,
experimentation is another one
of the ways Miss Tillman ex-
pands her talent, as well as her
curiosily.

*The other day ! cracked an
egg over o canvas and poured
melted wax and erayons over it
and then sprayed it with
enamel,” she said.

“1t turned out as sort of &
disappointment for me. Al

first it looked pretty horrible.

But as 1T worked with {1, it
started to turn out just like 1
wanted it After a white, though,
all the color faded."

But Miss Tillman realizes o
fow disappointments  and
mistakes do not make a person
a failure, only human,

“Sometimes | get into moods
when T jusl can't get exeited
about anything and other times
I'mv exploding with idens.”

Miss Tillman said she usually
likes to do her painling, drawing
and senlpluring at homne where
she ean shut her door to be alone
and let here imaginntion run
{roew,

"Sometimes it not  ensy
bheeause there isn't enough
spaee and 1've got to be eareful
notto get iy thing on the earpot
or paneling,' she sald.

Comparing drawing, painting
andl sealpluring with playing o
guitnr or writingd songs, Miss
Tillman said she bollovos art in
n brge part of the personality of
the artist who ereatos It

Miss  Tillman  sald  she
somothmes has o hard  time
exprossing  hor foelings 1o
nthers,

Whint she can't sny in words,
she sanys in painling.

not been performm) In Waeo in
RONMY YOOI,

The rounion will hogin Nov, 23
with lwo rohonrsals Tollowed hy
o bulfot dinnor party. Two more
rehienranls will ho Nov, 24,

The performanes s at 730
p.o, Nov. 34 in the Student
Conter. 1w apon to the public
and ndmission In freo,
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Energy Conservation Committee Appointed

In view of the energy crisis
now facing the nation and in-
creasing utility costs at MCC,
an Energy Conservation
Commiittee was recently ap-
pointed by Dr. Wilbur Ball,
president.

The principal purpose of the
committee will be to study and
recommend ways in which
energy and water can be con-
served in the operation of the
campus. .

Acting upon a suggestion
brought up by Board member

W. Ear]l Harrison at the October
Board of Trustees meeting, Ball
pointed out that the budget for
electricity, natural gas and
water for 1973-74 is $103,253.
“This is dramatic evidence of
the dimensions of the problem,
as well as the opportunity for
conservation of both utilities
and money. This amount in-
cludes only a small fraction of
the utilities to be consumed by
the three buildings now under
construction and none of the
cost of additional lighting for

The Highland Herald

the new streets and parking
lots,” said Ball.

All possible means of con-
servation will be considered,
even though they may require
“drastic” changes in current
operating practices, such as the
scheduling of classes and room
and office assignments.

Clyde Koehne, division
director of social studies and
communications, will head the
committee which will meet for
the first time tomorrow at 2:15

p.m. and aim to complete its
work by Feb. 1.

Other members of the Con-
servation committee are Mel
Post, director of administrative
services; T. W. Chaffin,
superintendent of the physical
plant; Miss Joyce O'Rear,
counselor; Dr. Michael White,
associate director of media
services; Robert K. Wiliis, dean
of continuing education; Dan
Walker, instructor; and Mrs.
Edna Clayton, secretary to the

Page 5

director of nursing.

Student Government
President Clif Hill will
represent the student body as a
member of the committee.

Ball also said the committee
may use professional con-
sultants for assistance, as well
as all other campus personnel,

“The committee has both the
moral and financial support of
the college,” said Ball. ‘‘There
are all kinds of possibilities they
can consider.”

By Christine Casper
and Cathy Sulak

From a librarian's point of
view, a library is a business.
From a student's point of view,
a library is a means he uses to
further his education.

In a survey this week, 80 per
cent of 132 students interviewed
said they use the library at least
once a week.

“1'd like to use it more often
but I don't always have time,"
said sophomore Gail Ur-
banovsky.

*People like me have to work
and that doesn't leave time to
study on weekdays,” said Neil
Gayden, sophomore.

More than 75 per cent of the
students work at least parttime,
five days a week.

Many of these students can be
found at Baylor's Moody
Library doing work they could
not do at MCC's library, not
because the library did not have
the information they needed,
but because the library was not
opoen when they needed it.

Of the 132 students, 70 per
cent sald they wished the
library was open on weekends,
perferably frem 10 a.m. to &
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.

Twonty-seven per cent ef the
students who do uso the library
during the wook sald they weuld
not use the library on the
woekends and three per cent
sald they do not use the library
and would not if it were epen
sovon days a weok,
m

The Library as a Resource

Versus
The Library as a Business

1 think it (the library) should
be open on weekends with
a school this size," said Miss
Susie Ware, sophomore. *I
can't ever go to the library after
school hours because 1 work."”

This was the general idea
cxpressed by the students. For
example, one student in-
terviewed carries 16 hours and
then works from 3 to 11 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays. The
only time he can use the Iibrary
is on Saturdays and Sundays.
Weekends usually find him at
Baylor with the rest of his fellow
workers from MCC.

With this sort of schedule,
students required to listen to
casscite tapes for different
courses are in a bind when thoy
find those tapes are not
nvnilable at the Moody Library.

Working students need to
listen to those tapes as much as
non-working students, Un-
fortunately these students havo
little, if any, time during the
week to go to the library to
listen to them.

‘“When I'm doing research for
Engllsh or history, which {8 just
about always, 1 really do wish it
wore open on weekonds,” sald
freshman Kathy Johnson.

From theae students’ pointa of
view, a library is a moans of
furthoring tholr educatien f it Is
opon, but a means of hindering
it If it Is closod.

On the other hand, the poople

who run the library see things
differently.

The library is open from 7:45
in the morning to 9 at night
Mondays through Thursdays.
On Fridays, it closes at § p.m.

“Usually after one in the
afternoon there aren't any more
than five people in here at any
one time,"” sald John Rasor,
refoerence librarian. *'If a need
for keeping the library open
longer was demonstrated, we
would be glad to keep the
library open on weekends,
Right now, though, that need is
not being shown."

The American Library
Assceiation requires all junior
colleges to be open a minimum
of 60 hours a week. The library
is open 62 and one-fourth heurs
a week,

1 feol that If a student is in
colloge, he should be respon-
aible enough to find the time to
use the library during those 62
and ono-fourth hours," said
Charlotte Vrba, a sophomore
who |4 also a werk-study library
agaistant,

A lot of students carry 16 or
18 houra and &till work 40 heurs
a woek. When you take into

A
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consideration at least an hour of
study for each class, eight hours
of sleep each night and at least
an hour of ecating cach day,
besides attending classes, there
just aren’t that many hours in a
day," said Miss Vrba.

One reason the library is open
until 8 p.m. four days a week is
s0 the people laking night
courses have an opportunity to
use it as well as day students,
Even then, the library staff said
that it was a crowd if more than
a dozen people showed up at
night.

“"Some students complain
that the library doesn't offer as
much infermation as the Baylor
library does,” sald Rasor.
“Thoy should take inte con-
sidoration that we aro still a
young library. We've boen hore
for about seven yoars while
Blt:lylor i over a bundred years
old.

“If thoy know how much
wo've progressed from hooks
kept in crates in a TST1 barrack
to o new library with ovor 48,000
volumes," sald Rasor, *'they'd
realize how quickly we've
grown."

The library atafl estimatod

—Photo by Rennie Marrogein

work here on weekends. [ don't
think many people would come
on tho weekends anyway. At
least, not as many as they say
would."”

it 2
'ua
8

-

that less than 15 per cent of the
student body uses the library
each day.

“We usunlly have to find
something for ourselves to do,"
said Miss Vrba. ‘'Anything to
keep ourselves busy."

“1 think it costs something
like $40 an hour to keep this
library open,” said Jamie
Higgenbhotham, a freshman
library assistant on work-study.
“Besides, 1 wouldn't want to

“1 probably wouldn't use it
myself,"” sald Mrs. Becky
Mosby, a freshman, *'but 1 still
don't see why people want to use
the library on weekends, 1 just
don't think they'd use it. T come
hore a let at night and thore's
hardly ever anyone hore,"

If the library i8 to be viewea
as a businoss, these reasons are
justified. And If students have
to go to anothor collego touse n
library on the weekends, then
lot them go.

But what happens If they
don't ceme back?

Scotticism

By Cathy Rulak

“Pardon mo, sir, T was just on
my way to Venus when | hap-
pened to come ncross  this
wolruding sphere of which 1
wd no Iden evon exiated in our
{oninxy. Would you mind telling
mo whore 1 am?"

“*Why, this s the planot
earth!"

“Iearth, oh? What did you sny
vour name waa?"

“1 didn't say, but my full
namo is Fredrick I, Frog. My
frionds call me Froddy,"

“Oh yes, vory nico, Well, Mr,
I*rag, tel) me, what soems to bo
tho groat mystory of this planet
Karth? What makos it tick?"

“That's kind of hard to an.
swor. You see, ua (rogs don't
hold much ground around here;

it's the beings who do most of
the talking."

"Reinga?"

“Yos, heings, You ‘Urobubly
haven't noticed thom, We iry to
koep thom Isolnted from the
rest of us."

"Wwoll, what nre they Ilke?"

“The hoings?  Well now,
that's o rathor difficult question
to answer, ton, Thoy mostly just
tnlk. You see, the reason we
call them *heings' 1o that thoy
koep trying to ho something we
nron't. Thoy call thomwolves
i,

“1 woe. And what do thoso
humnns do for recrontion?”

“Oh, thyy always seom (o he

doing somothing or another.
Latoly thoy've been playing a
pame called 'war', Iivoryono
pleks teama and thon, at the
sound of the bhuzzoer, thoy
commence to heating on ono
another until someone  yolls
‘uncle',af course, not everyono
hos time to play. Somo of thom
fight Follut on, some of thom
fight Congross nnd tho rost of
thom (ight oach other."

"Oh you, T think | get the
pleture, You know, this planet
sounds an awful tot ke another
pinee 1'vo hoon hearing about."

"ljoally, what's It called?"
“Woll, you know heavon?"
"“You,"

“Woll, that lsn't I."
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Miss Lisa Greene, freshman,
studies in the new Reading

Room located in the base-
ment of the Student
Center. The Reading
Room, which is also the
Conference Room, con-
tains state and out-of-state
catalogs, occupational

. handbooks, vocational
listings, college transfer
handbooks and folders of
all occupational openings
in the United States.
The room is open from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. daily.
Exceptions will be posted.

—e s

——Photo by Ronnle Marroquin

Continuing Education Program Growing

By Cathy Sulak

Ken Willis, dean of continuing
cducation, has an ambilion
ceventually to interest, one
person from each of the 60,000
homes in McLennan County in
taking a Continuing Kducation
course through MCC,

“We hope to have over 6,000
students this year," said
Wwillis.

Deanof the program since the
spring of 1972, Willis upped that
year's numher of 168 courses
offered to nlmost 260 in 1973. He
anticipates still more in the
(uture.

Enrollment in the program

continues to grow. In 1968, 844
people attended the classes,
while in 1971 the figure lotaled
2,546 and, in 1972-73, the
program registered over 4,000
students,

“Time is an important
clement,” said Willis. “People
don't always have time to come
for classes on Lwo evenings cach
week. We understand that, and
it's one of the reasons we offer
various programs al various
times, "

Continuing Education classes
are offered at any time on any
day convenient for a class of 10

or more people to meet. No
specific  educational level s
required of a person to be able
to take the non-credit classes.

*Nany of our courses result
from suggestions given o us by
people in the community,” said
Willis. **People come to us and
say, ‘Look, we're interested in
this,' so we Iry to help them as
much as we ean,”

One recent addition to Con-
tinning Fducation is an Adult
lsasic  Wducation program
which will offer to adulls in
Mclennan, Falls, Bosque and
Hill Counties courses to help

them achieve from grade level
one through a high school
equivalency certificate.

“*We have many people who
are regular students in Con-
tinuing Education,” said Willis.
*One lady hasn't missed taking
a class in 18 months. We ap-
preciate that kind of person.”

Continuing Education courses
are not only offered on the MCC
campus bhut can be off campus if
enough people are interested.
Some of the lowns in the Waco
arca where MCC courses are
held include McGregor, Moody,
Marlin, Rosebud, Cameron and
West.
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Coursce have also been of-
fered at various shopping
centers, libraries and banks in
Waco,

Willis expressed a belief that
the program influences some
non-credit studenls to come
back to pursue college credit
COUrses.

*Sometimes people who have
been out of school a long time
don’t want to get wrapped up in
the formality of class,' he said.
*Taking non-credit courses
helps them realize that they can
compete successfully  with
students right out of high school
and oflten come oul on top.”

Twas the night
hefore torm paper
deadline at 10 o’clock.

Twas the night
befare term paper
deadline at mid-
night.

Twas the marning
of term papar dead-
line at 3 o'clock.

Twas the marning
of term paper dead-
line at 8 o'clook,






