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‘Go within’ comes out on top

By FawN FALETOGO
Entertainment Editor

With a thousand copies of her
new record sold and a second-press-
ing in the works, commercial voice
instructor Beth Ullman is looking
for a major record label contract.
The following is an interview with
Ullman, discussing her album “Go
Within.”

Q: With a title like “Go Within,”
is this album introspective or about
personal experiences?

A: It's a meditation, spiritual al-
bum. The musical style is pop and
folk. It's got a new agefeel toit, also.

Q: What influenceshave you had?
Or did you aim for that sound?

A: Well, I didn’t aim for that. I
sat down at the pianoand sang, and
that was based on my history which
is influenced by pop, rock, folk and

country. Then, I gave it to my pro-
ducer and he created a sound which
you can describe as having a new
age feel. I've been compared to
Enya and Sarah McLaughlin. I've
been compared toa lot of people, but
those two names come up fairly of-
ten.

Q: The album has synthesizers
on it. Do you favor synthesizers
more than traditional instruments
like acoustic guitar?

A: No, I don't favor it more.
However, I think it has it’s uses.
And I think for this project the syn-
thesizers were perfect.

Q: What isthe song “Go Within”
about?

A: It’s about how to meditate.
It's the first one | wrote. The first
words are “Settle back/ Close your
eyes/Freeyourmind/Justbe/Watch
your breath/ Come and go/ As it
takes you out to sea.” It was just a
description of how to meditate. |
like what Daryl (Dunn, Producer)

By GARY LASSETER
Staff Reporter

Former student Joseph For-
tune doesn't consider himselfl
completely qualified todesignsets
for the a civic theater, but due to
a budget crunch he will be doing
just that for the remainder of the
season.

“It’s a challenge, considering
the fact that I'm not a designer. |
don't consider myself as creative
or knowledgeable as Mike,
(former staff member Michael
Sullivan.)Idon't have adegree in
design,”said Fortune.“But I have
designed sets before. And I've
designed lots of lighting. I'm fine
with lights.”

Scene designer Sullivan left
Waeo in December, when Waco
Civic Theatre board members
opted toreducestafftosave costs,
Two other staffers were alse cut
leaving Fortune asthe sole survi-
vor (and you might say holding
the bag. Or the paintbrush.)

With his longer than shoulder
length wavy-blond hair held in
place by a red bandana tied
around his forehead, his new
growth of beard and his wire-
rimmed glasses, and wearing
jeans and a black leather jacket,
Fortune looks more like a sixties
radical than anything else. True
to the image, he ia outspoken
about the problems now challeng-
ing the theater.

“In a ‘real' theater,” he says,

Set designer
faces challenge

(makinglittle quote signs in the
air around the spoken word
‘real’), “the technical director
woulddoa verysmall part of the
actual ‘work.’

“He would be responsible for
seeing that the work was done
correctly. He would have a shop
foreman and a master electri-
cian, at least, between him and
the people who actually do the
work. Since I'm the only one on
stafl here, [ get to supervise
myself. AndIdon’t have time to
change hats.”

Fortunesaysthat helearned
a lot at MCC.

“l was a theater student in
'87. LaterI took basic sceneshop
with Dave Boron. I worked on
thefly rail for“Grapesof Wrath”
and “Sweeney Todd.” I also took
intro to design with Tim
Poertner.”

Joe Fortune made his stage
debut on the Waco Civic The-
atre (WCT) stage at the age of
fourin “To Kill A Mockingbird."

In 1990, he became a techni-
cal assistant at WCT and served
for six seasons. At that time he
moved with his wife Peggy to
greener pastures in Iowa City,
Iowa. Before returning to Waco
in August of this year, Fortune
worked with the Des Moines
Metro Opera, the RiversideThe-
ater, andthe University of lowa.

He is the son of actor Ellis
Fortune, wellknownlocallyboth
as an actor and for writing a
popular nostalgia column for the
Waco Tribune-Herald.

Pain is trendy

A sharp look at
body piercing

By Cunis Reves
Co-Opinion Editor

Body plercing haas become a big
issue to some people nnd not so hiy
to othera. A porcentnge of people
think bad about hady piercing.

“Body piercing han nlwnys heen
around, hut didn't hit this country
until the mid 1080s," said Joe, n
hody piercer and tntioo artist at
Dream Connectlon, Joe han been in
the bueiness for ahout four yonrs
now. He flrst started out as a taitoo
nrtiat and went different places to
open up new taitoo shopn,

When Joe got married, he de-
cided he waa tired of moving aroun
and wanted to just atny at one shop.
He waa then told he would havn to
learn body piercing.

Joe got his first plercing, which
waas his tongue, when he was just
learning how master this artform.
Joo says piercings aro easler than
tattoos and it nlao gois enaler along
the way. He took it upon himself to
rend books on how plercings are
done and found out ant {o look for
a0 there would he no damage, He
niso watohod several poople got
plemlnfl.

While aitting in Dream Connec-
tlon, I spoke to a young Indy who
wasahout to get her tonge plerced.

“All my frlends hnve hody
plercings and thay talked me into

it,"the customer said. “I'm so
scared.”

Levi, another tattoo artist at
Dream Connoction, said“I like Body
piercings ... they're cool.” '

Levishowed methehady jowelry
and talked about the cost of
piercings, Customers are charged
$630 tongue piercing, nnd a low $256
for the oycbrow,

“That's including the jewelry,”
Levi snid.

Deponding on the hady part and
where you buy the jewelry, tho pricea
can range anywhere from $20-880.

Justin 8taley, nn MCC ntudent,
aaid ho liked his girlfriond's oye-
brow ring and decidod to get one,

“The only thing that hothered
meo waa that it got infoeted,” Justin
anld,

Kevin 8mith, also an MCC stu-
dent, had his eyehrow, labret, and
navel plorcod.

“1 did it heonuse 1 wanted to he
oreative in my looks."

His self-pierced navel hecamne
infooted, cnuning the ring to fall out.

“I did It because |
wanted to be
creative in my
looks.”

did with it. It's got a lot of really
neat back-up voeals I did that are
really cool. They're reminiscent of
“710s rock like Joni Mitchell. It’s the
theme of the record; sit down, don't
do anything, clear your mind, and
just be quiet for 35 minutes.

Q: How does it feel to be in Ken
McKenzie's (Austindeejay}top three
album playlist of 1998, alongaide
Bob Marley?

A: I love it! (Laughs) I've been
wanting to do this all my life. I've
wanted to have my music out to a
larger audience, but I've been doing
jazz, and the market is very small
for that. This market is much big-
ger. It's great.

Q: The album is under the name
‘Bethani.’'

A: That's my real name, but I've
never used it. I didn't want tobe in
school and be called ‘Bethani.’ I
remembered thinking that was too
weird. Bul then, Ididn’'t wanttouse
‘Beth Ullman' for this project be-

cnuse it doesn't fit. I thought it
sounded cold in away, but ‘Bethani’
was perfect. SoI've created a new
product. I've got my jazz product,
butit'sjust a different personality.
It's a different voice. It’s a whole
different aesthetic. It's like acting,
only your singing.

I just did a jazz festival and |
know who I am during that. 'mon
stage, cracking jokes and wearing
abackless tuxedo. I know that per-
sonality really well and I've worked
on it for ten years.

Now 1 have to go out there and
be humble and sweet, soit’s going
to be different when I do this al-
bum live. I can't tell dirty jokes
and I can’t wear sleazy clothes
(laugbs). It’s going to be a whole
different persorality, but it's in-
teresting, because the music is so
different. I have to be in that
character. I have to be sincere. I
just have to be totally real.
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ART IS CURRENTLY displayed in the Student Exhibition in the Visual
Arts Gallery. Come check out this and other winning art pieces through

March 3.

All you can eat

The Texas Music Cafe

By FAwn FALETOGO

Entertainment Editor

Food is not served at the Texas
Music Cafe. Norisit n Betty Crocker
meets alterna-rockerscene. Instend,
music is the only item on the menu,
serving stage performances from
every genre to suit every taste.

The cafe tapes performnnces of
regional and national artists every
Thursday night, and then broad-

JOE PIERCES a willing customer st Dream Connection located on

_casts these shows all ncross
America,

pcoming concerts.upcoming concerts

*Dallas*
—_Groove Posse
Feb. 26 at the Palace
Korn/Rob Zombie
Mar. 3 @ Reunion Arena
Hard Knock Ljfe Tour
Mar. 6 at Reunion Arena
Lauryn Hill
Mar. 10 @ Bronco Bowl
Naked Lunch
Mar. 13 at the Palace
Alanis Mori I
Mar. 17 @ Reunion Arena

Sheryl Crow
Mar. 26 at the Bronco Bowl

Upcoming concerts

I For more info, log on to www.ticketmaster.com

*San Antonio*

Mar. 2 at Freeman Coloseum

GBH
Mar. 6 @ the White Rabbit

*§1190U09 gurtuoddn

Motley Crue
Mar. 9 at Majestic Theater
Marilyn Manson/Hole
Mar. 22 @ Alamodome
*Houston*
Lauryn Hill
Mar. 11 Theater atBayou

Offspring
Apr. 10 Theater at Bayou

g1.I00u09 Sururoadn

coming concerts.upcoming concerts

Student art work
now on display

By VERONICA CABARRUBIA

Co-Feature Editor

Performing Arts students and
faculty are preparing for an event-
ful semester of performances.

Currently under way is the Stu-
dent Exhibition in the Visual Arts
Gallery through March 3.

The art exhibition is open to the
public Monday through Thursday
from8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Fridays
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Five participants from MCC re-
ceived awards and check as prizes.

Deborah Bloxam received the
Merit Award and a $50 check for
herceramic piece simplytitled “Tea-
pot."

The Merit Awardincludinga $50
check were given to both Reed
Cochran for his photograph called
“Wyaffa Block,” and to Leslie
Townsend for her painting named

perform at the
cafe and receive

reaching as i .
Far e Gl SALAD DIDEBAR national expo
fornia = Lo The_ Texas Music Cafe As TMC as-
New York | moonlights as a recordmﬁ sociate
and even | gtyidio, Sessions run $5 producer and
Florida. per hour. former MCC

Demos email at student Jeremy
from hope- ecle walpha.com Gautier points
ful artists or cal out, the cafe is
are pouring (254) 755-7635 not as well
in for a known in Waco
chance to

Courteny photo

Franklin Avenue. Joe also does tattoos for a living.

Get Ready for Spring Break
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as it is in other
areas,

“I wish more college students
would come and see this noat way
toexporience mueic,” Gautior said,
“but I think most don't hecauso we
don't sorve beer.”

Perhaps the ahsenco of alcohol

adds to the mood ef the cafe, which
hae a relaxed atmospheore, turned-
down lights and comfortable
thoater-liko seats.
Another way to catch TMC in nc-
tion is to turn on the television,
Performances aironchannel KCTF
34 every Saturday at 10 p.m. and
on Sundays at 4 p.m.

Admission is five dollars for one
person and free for the second per-
son who hringe two can gooda for a
Caritns donation,

Withthecafe'salognn,"Eat your
music, it's good for you,” plan to
dine out next Thuradny for n help-
ing of home-cooked hnrimony.,

756-6636
1845 LAKE SHORE DRIVE

Eat Pizza.

“Justice in a Towel.”

Those who received honorable
mentions and $25 checks were
Melody Bryant for her photograph
“Peace Leaves,” and to Barbara
Francis for her ceramic piece
“Dream Haven.”

The place to be for relaxing and
even energelic music is the Ball
Performing Arts Center.

Join The Waco CommunityBand
astheyshowtheirloveforthebeauty
of musicon March 2 inthe Ball PAC
at 7:30 p.m. under the direction of
Edwin Powell.

The Faculty Jazz recital will also
be performing in the PAC on
Marchl5.

To add alittlecolor into your life,
join The Central Texas Watercelor
Society. They will meet between
March 15 and May 10 in the PAC.

For any additional information
about these events, call 299-8283.

Texas Music

Cafe
Performance
Schedule

Performances start
at 8 p.m.
Feb. 18 - Joe Silva
Bart Ramsey/Neti
Vaan

Feb. 25 - Michael Hardle

Mar.4 -Joe Scruggs
Galapogos

Mar., 11 - Pride and Joy
Joe Jonas

Mar, 25 - Betty Lewis
John Ussery

Apr.1 -DaHeBeGeBees
Chris Wall

Apr. 8 - Kim Miller
The Laughing

Apr, 15 - Anni Clark
The Shake

Apr. 22 - The Danglers
Blue Cartoon

Apr. 20 - Chris Williams
Ruthie Foster
Kimberly M'Carver

Thebest pisza intown, /st




