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Panamanian remembers Noriega reign

By AIMEE FARR

“Suddenly we heard tanks com-
ing at us. kverybody took thewr
things and ran. Then they started
shooting,” said Randal Vest, a for-
mer MCC student who experi-
enced first hand the evenis
prompting the recent U.S. invasion
of Panama.

Vesl was preparing lo cast his
ballot for last year's presidential
election in Panama when Norie-
ga's troops descended upon the
crowds outside the 50-60 voting
sites throughout Panama City.

“Most of the voling sites were
set up by churches because they

had an idea that he was going Lo do
something,” he said. The troops
fired into the crowd with lear gas
and metal pellets, called “Perge-
gones,” from machine guns, and
tanks were brought in for intimida-
tion, he said.

I saw Lhe tanks, and people get-
ting shot. I ran to my car and left,
My car had holes sn the back
where they had shot at me,” he
said. Later on the news, Vest saw
the troops burning the ballots.

Vest arrived in the United
Slales on an emergency evacua-
tion transport plane for depen-
dents of U.S. military personnel in

Panama in early May. The United

States had begun to evacuate all

military dependents at that time.

Born in Houston, he moved to
the Canal Area al the age of three
with his mother, who works for the
U.S. Department of Defense.

He is both a ¢itizen of the United
States and Panama. The majority
of his friends were Panamanians
and he switched to their schools
when he was in seventh grade,

In order to keep posted on the
events prior to and after the inva-
ston Vest has saved clippings and
called 1-800 numbers of friends
who have businesses in Panama.

Last Friday, he learned four of
his friends had been killed in a
Pinto station wagon by a US. tank
at a barricade in Panama City.

liven though the US. interven-
tion eost him four friend’s lives, he
still appreciated the invasion, he
said.

“Let me tell you how I justify
that. T imagine they had been
drinking, they were that kind of
crowd. They approached the barri-
cade and the U.S. started velling
for them to stop. They didn't know
they were going 1o get blown away
by a tank,” he said. He added that
Panama City was relatively calm
al the time.

The Panamanians mourn over
the loss of lives, but they also ap-
preciated the U.S. going in and
“saving the country” he said. “The
situation down there was 1o an ex-

treme, it was too dangerous for
anybody to go out,” he said. For-
eign banks in Panama were leav-
ing, even the Bank of Panama was
folding, he said.

Another aspect of the economic
aecline of the country was the
minute amounts of food coming
into a country with a high amount
of poverty. “The country lived off
of sugar, corn and rice for 2 whole
vear,” he said.

“Because of one man, (Noriega)
i’s hard to believe, but it's true,”
he added.

Beeause of social, economic and
political  turmoil, Panamanians
protested Noriega's actions. Less
then 10 percent of the population

have firearms, and with Noriega in
control of all the armed forces the
people could not offer much resis-
tance, he said. Instead they resort-
ed Lo hanging pots and pans in the
streets. '

Noriega had the coungry in his
pockel. “Kverybody wanted to kill
the man, but nobody could gel o
him. It took 6,000 U.5. troops to get
him,” he said.

As expected, Vest has little sym-
pathy for Noriega. “He killed &
bunch of people, 106 in the elec-
tions alone. I'd like to see him put
to death for what he did to his
country.”

Dance Company captain dances SUccess 5oy
her way to Super Bowl halftime

By ELIZABETH DELEON

The dream of thousands of [oot-
ball fans became a reality for @
MCC coed when she not only got to
see the Superbowl — but had a
parl in the ration's No. 1 entertain-
ment spectacle.

Carrie Ann Ready. captain of
the MCC Dance Company, was se-
lected from a field of over 3,000
dancers from across the United
States as one of the 230 member
American All-Star Dance Team.
The final top 100 girls were chosen
by Lesslee Fitzmorris, National
League choreographer,
performers  for  Superbowl

Foothall
as

XXIV.

The selection process began this
past summer when members of
the Dance Company attended the
USA Danee and Drill Team eamp
on Aug. 20-21 on campus.

“When I received my letter in
the mail on being chosen for this
honor, I was thrilled but scared
because I really didn't know what
was to be expected of me. Howey-
cr, I soon came to realize that this
15 serious business and will do my
hest because 1 know the team is
supporting me,” said Readyv.

Sandy linton, Dance Company
director, said that although this is
the first time for any of her girls to
perform at the Superbowl, she
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CARRIE ANN READY, captain of the Dance Co., takes a break
from practicing for the Superbowl last week. Ready was selected
to perform out of 5,000 dancers across the United States in the
halftime extravaganza Sunday afternoon.

wasn't sure of whether or not any-
one would have the opportunity to
do so.

“No one was ever contacted un-
il the last minute, so we just fig-
ured thal we tried our best be-
cause there was much competition
to tike into consideration as well,”
satd Hinton.

“Finally, Carrie called me one
night over the holidavs and told
me that she had been seleeted as
an excellent dancer to perform at
the Superbowl. T was just ecstatic
because this is the most watched
sports event of the vear, and I am
glad that I am ahle to share in the
experience with my girls,” said
Hinton,

She also stated that Ready has
what it takes te have recewved
such a prestigious honor because
"she's very involved in everthing
she does. From school to her danc-
ing she posesses all of the qualities
that vou would want in a leader.

As for Ready, she said that
dancing is her life, and has heen
domg it for as long as she can re-
member wearing those first pair
of dance tights.

“Iowas always interested in
dance because when T was hittle, |
enjoved gymnastics so much that
it helped me 1w become better ac-
quammted with dance,  especially
wilh your poise. From that the
more I did ¢, the more T enjoved
i, espectally tap dancing,” snd
Ready.

She also stated that being cho-
sen for the Superbowl was one of
the igpest growing experiences
for her because she describes her-
self as a “hasically shy, not aggres-
sive, open or Joud type of person”
Through her dancig however, she
admits that she s free 1o express
hersell to her fullest, which helps
her to overcome her shyness.

“You would think that bemng in a
posihion that T am i would not
make me shy, but 1 am, and the
only way-that T can overcome if s

Highlanders: Supermen

By SAM ALLGOOD

In the world of coltegiate mas-
cols, i terms of streaglh, mpenu
ity and courage, the theghlander
stands dlone.

Historian Thomas Macaulay de-
seribed the Scottish Highlimder as
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“physically well quahfied for war,
e was intrepid, strong, tleet, pa-
tiemt of cold, of hunger, of fi-
feue. He was gecustomed 1o the
ise ol weapons and Lo the sight of

hlood; he wis st fencer;, he was o
m;u'f\'snmu; and before he had
ever stood an the ranks, he was
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already more than half a soldier.”

scottish winters are biller cold
and Jan 3, 1645, was no exeeplion,
LI PUCR aaon qot i surphiae il-

tack, the Marquis of Montrose's
Hhghland army covered |46 nules of
the “wildest country m the world"”
i the witer without food or sleep
for 40 hours.

Ths effort entailed the soldiers
cliawing thew way up ice-covered
rocks, pist frozen watertalls and
raging torrents. They moved bire-
legped  through  five-fot-deep
snow-lrifts mto the howling face
ol ane Artie blizzard,

Fnduring “hiur frozen sohd” and
“platds aron hard with frost,” they
went on o chirge an enemy oul-
numbermg them three to one and
Loy win.

A stunmng example of personsl
ingenuty wnt shoer courige 15 the
explon of Allan MePherson. Parl
ol o Hipghland expeditionary foree,
he marehed ot of Philivdelphia to
figght the Freneh woud Indian forees
al Fort Duguesne.

The  Hhghlnnd Torees suffered
700 Killed ot of 000 men in the
Ieontal  assaull on the  fort
Moitherson was captured by Tndh
ans and tied too o stake, He
watehed as 12 ool bs Triends were
beang: “slowly Killed with extreme
Cruely”

AS s turn with the hurning
cols aned shiep skinning knives ar-
rived, hoe told the Tndians of o se-
eret heeh an the womds, When ap-
phed Lo the sk, 1t would stop the
strongest fomahnwk blow,

On condition that he ey 1t on
himself, he was wdlowed 1o gather
some rools, hl theny il appy
the Ngund 1o Bils noek.

“The mvited the stronpest Indinn
lo ey his strength. T'he biggpest
mian stepped Torwind and with one
blow eut off Melherson's head.

“Ihe stunned Indins redalised
they  hud  heon tricked  and
Mel hersm hid ontwitted them by
vseaping 0 slow amd horrihle
deuth, T'hey burst o Highing il

by putting myself in different posi-
tions that put vou in control. 1 am
so intense with my dancing and
production that I don’t have time
to be shy, and because [ get a lot of
enjovment through dancing. It is
my own way of coming out of my
shell” said Ready.

She also admits that she has
overcome some of her shyness
through other leadership roles
such as being a drill team director
at University High School, involve-
ment in Phi-Theta Kappa, (the
campus honor society), the Physi-
cal Therapy club and Who's Who.
Most importantly  though, she
gives credit to the girls on the
Dance Company and especially to
ITinton.

“I feel really close to the girls
beacuse 1 know that they support
me. We do things as a team, and
because of that, I feel that they
arc proud of me. Just the same, 1
feel excited and proud of them
also because all of us have come a
long way,” said Ready.

As for llinton, she says that
Ready’s experience is "Good for
all of us because we Know that
Carrie is out there representing
everyvone from MCC. T also know
that the girls share a special close-
ness and are glad that Carrie is a
part of them.” stated Hinton.

Ready 1s studving to be a physi-
cal therapy assistant, and also has
a two vear degree in business, She
dlso has plans to open her own
dance studio some day. Origimally
from El Paso, Ready 1s the daugh-
ter of Davie and Judy Nix, and has
heen married to Mike Ready for
four vears.

As for her lifetime experience,
her family and husband give her
all their support. Ready also be-
lieves that going to the Superbowl
will he a true learmng experience
for her, and savs that whether of
turns out to bea good or bad expe-
rience for her that one thing s for
sure that 1 will always danee”

in Kilts

were so delighted at the trick they
freed the remaining caplives.”

In 1901 & small group of Gordon
Highlunders  were  assigned  to
guard a train at Naboomsprail,
South Africit. They were attacked
by 150 Boers (heavily armed mer-
cenarwes of German descent). In
the pitehed, bloody hattle thit en-
suedd, the Gordons were reduced Lo
four men.

Refusing to surrender although
surrounded, they fought to the st
man,  who  was  wonnded  and
captured.

Why hid they not surrendered
demanded o mereenary. The
eedimy Seol responled
dignuntly.

"Why man, we are the Gordon
Highlanders!™

One other maseol could he ar
gued credibly 1o surpass the High-
lander m eotirapge and mgenuny ol
necassion, (itn you SHLY
Ihphlassie?

Women caught up o serious
conflict would fight alone, e
wemed and against great odds. One
sueh woman chose 1o attack the
Duke of Cumberland, leader of an
imvadimg srmy, and known is The
Buteher”

Fresh iromy hamging o Highland
or, he monnted hs “heautifo) grey
charger and rode up the streel,
AN B wis passig The anetent
Strathallin mansion, a serving, pirl
appeared aneoan upstines window,

She threw i buckot of bothag oll al
the Puke, irely mitssing bim bt
Splashimg s horse, 10 reared m
wie and threw e Butcher”
wadiest nto the muddy streel.

The gird ran downstues, dived
o an undergroand tuimel ad
Oseiguul.

(AL stories wid quoted material
waoere Townd 1 e WG TORK volume
of the "Thghinnder” maginzine.)

Former student's motivation
brings her to editor's post

By DAVE ELLIS

Which of the following is an apt
description of success? A) Being
in the right place at the right time,
B) Taking advantage of every op-
portunity afforded vou, C) Achiev-
ing goals through good old-fash-
ioned hard work or D) All of the
above.

For Margaret Leary, editor-in-
chief of publications at Health od
Co Inc. of Wacoe and former MCC
student, the answer would have to
be D) All of the above.

Leary's was nol the usual story
for a returning student. Aside from
parenthood. work-force experience
and other characteristics which
mark the returning student, [.eary
also had the obstacle of adjusling
to a new country,

In 1972 she and her husband Mi-
chael emigrated from  Australia
where she attended The Universi-
tv of Melbourne and also taught
clementary school. As a child, she
received arbrilliant classical edu-
cation™ not only in her native Aus-
tralia but i IKngland as well, she
said.

All this certainly had an effect
on her presenl carcer. However, it
was her MCC experience which
hrought her choice of & career into
perspective,

In fali of 1986 Leary enrotled as
a full-time student here, After 14
vears of being devoted to raising i
family, she found herseli with a
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desire to change her life, she said.
With her strong educational back-
ground, in English, she developed
not only an interest, but a profi-
ciency in journalism. Her hard
work and drive did not go unno-
ticed by her journalism instructor
Dr. Tom Buckner.

Stevens Publishing had a posi-
lion available the summer of 1987,
and company officials asked Buck-
ner if he could recommend a self-
motivaled individual. He didn’l
hesitate in referring Margarel.

While employed at Stevens, she
eventually became chief editor in
charge of various publications han-
dled by the firm. She now holds a
similar post of editor-in-chief with
Health Ed Co (Formerly Spenco
IPublishing).

Leary credits Buckner with hav-
ing a great deal of influence on the
positive experience she enjoved at
MCC, she said. Another instructor
who had an impact on her was
history teacher Henry Apperson.
Both faculty members were in-
strumental in encouraging her to
be the best she could be, she said.

As for establishing future goals,
Leary answers, “Oh, ves, Right
now I wish to remain in my cur-
rent position, although 1'd like to
sce the role expanded to & certain
degree in terms of capability, Also,
I'd like to wrile a book, maybe
something autobiographical.”

In view of Leary's success, a
good title would be: “Right Place,
Right Time, Right Attitude.”
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phota by Jamoes Sludar |

LUCK, DETERMINATION, AND OPPORTUNITY put former MCC
student, Margaret Leary where she is today os editor-In-chief of
publications at Heallh Education Company.

Intramurals now underway

By BRIAN SHAW

Asemester tull ol imtramuaral
aetivity  will nelade hiaskothinl,
preklebadl, volleybadl, swimoang,
raegquetiall, selthadl ad nuvhe
soever, pecording lo Coach Wen-
el Tudson.

Ruskethall - started  yesterday,
with i coed division and o men's
division.

In thee codd division, vaeh team
st haeve ol Teast threds women on
thee oo ot bl tmes. *he men
must shoet Trom bedund the three-
potnt e s cannol play instde
defense,” snid Hudson.

Hudson deseribes prekleball as
0 cominabion o three or Tour
sports neludog: badninton il
tenns" Players uss wooden raek:
efs on i hidminton conrt. with the

net on the ground as in tenns.

A prekleball demonstration will
he paven tomaorrow sl 10 4, 1n
frant of the Stadent Conter,

He plans (o st volleybadl soon
aiter baskethidl is finished, aml
plans 1o mclude n swimming eony-
petibion e the thghlamd Games.
Stidents who partielpte in it will
e able to eaen points tor inteam-
ral campetition aj well, e s,

e hns rnegquethnll and softhall
tournmments schedoled for Tnter in
the semester, wnd soceer mny be
ackled. TE there 18 enough inlorest
(rom feams, we ean pliy soceer,"
he siods e added that students
hive suggested soceer to him i
the pust, but he hay been unadie (o
organize At i thne.

Anyone interested I participul -
IRy aetivity mny contnet
Coneh adson ad the 15 intding
offee T8 o enl) 750-9044.



