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McLennan Community College

25th Street: The show goes on?

Micah Patzke
Copy Editor

Waco's 25% Street Theatre currehtly stands empty and
tagged for demolition, yet there are still those who hope
to see it restored,

“It would be wonderful if it could be saved, like the
Hippodrome was,"” said Cheryl Williams, a member of the
Sanger Heights Neighborhood Association,

*The Neighborhood Assaciation would support a venue
like that, but we don't have the funds to bring it up to
code and back to life,” said Williams,

When the single screen theater first openced in 1945,
tickets were 40 cents for adults, 30 cents during matinee
hours, and 12 cents for children,

Star Wars, Gone With The Wind, Old Yeller, and Bambi
are just a few of the films shown at the theater doring its 37
years,

After the intraduction of multi-sereen theaters, {ilm
companies refused to sell new releases to the old single
screcns,

“It was just the idea they wanted it in w twin, something
more modern,” said O.K. Kelso, who worked as a
projectionist at the theater until it closed,

After closing, the 25th Street Theatre was purchased
from Plitt Theaters by Richard Olsen and Richard Keifter,

The new owners opened the reinvented 28" Street
Theatre in 1986, as o progressive nighteluby,

New Game Offers Suspense, Carnage|

John Pippin
wertatnment Editor

‘Taking n successiul gnming for-

Digital Inmgclh' M:mh I'mzlu'
The 60-year-old 25th Street Theatre, located on 25th and
Grim, Is currently slated for demolition.

The renovations included & 32 by 24 foot dance loor
beneath a state of the art light show,

“The dance floor was as big as a house and the light
show completely covered it,” said Juke Vanek, o former
employee of the club,

Local television station KXXV aired footage of the
dance-club on The 25* Dimension Show.,

The club was also known for its electronic dance music,
which predates Techno and is usually referred to us New
Wave or Industrinl music,

Mikanmi, suys, and FPvinelined to belleve him
because when they can't see you they stand
around speaking Spantsl and téeding their

"Lens (don'tusk), Also, there is virumlly

The theater’s silver screen was used by the nightclub
to showcase music vidcos.

“Whenever we played a video we would open the
curtains and it was just like being at the movies, we had
the largest video screen of any club in Texas,” said Vanck.

In 1992 the 25% Street Theatre closed for the second
time.

“One of the reasons they closed is because the
neighborhood had gotten so bad,” said Vanek, adding
that the neighborhood has improved by leaps and bounds,

In 2001 city inspectors green-tagged the theater,
meaning it was considered “unsafe but repairable,”

The inspector's report stated: *“This is a historical
building and should be preserved as a landmark,” but
also listed various code violations,

In 2003 the building was red-tagged, which is a
designation given to buildings deemed “unsafe and not
feasible to repair.”

The city has yet to sct a date for the building’s
demolition, and many locals remain optimistic about the
theater's future,

“Obviously, this place is near and dear to many people
for many reasons. The potential is overwhelming, as well
as the undertaking . . . What's next?” said Kennn Davis
on an internct message board dedicated to the
preservation of the 25% Street Theatre,

For more info on the 25" Street Thentre visit

e Jitatat) ¥

! ""“illghland llemld

Fdltnr ln Chlcl‘:
...,...Brltlnav Mariansen
Mnnnument ILditori

mudn and redesigning it down o its
core is nhways i real gnmble, espe-
cinlly when that tormula belongs 10
Capeom’s long-running Restdent
Evil (RE) franchiso, Howoever,
ditehing allof RE's washed-up cane
ventions and injecting o hqu
doso of some 30“4 "’-—muhlunul
netion WA s i o worien” fut
EM‘I‘MOII. Restdent Evit+4 (RE
Lo 4, needed 1o mako that gamble puy

RE 4 stays true to Ws rooty desplte theme dopartores

no mention of the Umbrelln corporation this
time nround, another firstin tho series,

Don'tlet the laek of brain-enters and ste-
reotyplenl ovil corporations e you off
though, RE 4 s by fur the most exciting gnme
to come along in years,

The *anti-survival/horeor” ronte they took
nctundly mokes the franchiso scory ngain und
the adeled dose of action (there's thout n 90% |
Increngo in fust-preed mayhom) keeps mlugu
fresh for tho game's entivety. 1o other words,
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The game opens with specind agent Loon §,
Konnedy Joaking for the Prosident’s kidnnpped
daughter, Ashiley, snmewhere in the Buropoun
canntryside (probably Spaln), Not long after-
wards, ho In attacked by o crnzod villagor snd
you got 1o oxporionce first-hand the, grontest
acition 1o the series ovor,.. the self-expluna-
tory over-the-shoulder targeting systom, which
maukes for u sorfous improvemont In the wiy
the ginme controls,

Soon nftor, the gnme shifts by o rother nrlul-
nal direction (for the genre, that 18), wd you

loarn that Ashley has heen kidoapped by a
rolgious cult known as Los HHuminados for o
forbiddoen ritunl that will make her o mindloss,
Indiserimingte killing munchine, sl inan attompt
to overthrow the Ameriean government.., or
somothing like that,

Refore anyone gets sny idons, know that
there are NO ZOMBIES in R124, Sure, thero's
aiy sibsclaneo of Tmmnn=lke figuros shuftling
townrds you in mid hordes making sounds Hke
“Ugh™ and "Agh," but thoy're not zomhies..,
it lenst that's wht the series® erentor, Shinjl

there's nover o dull momont, Plus, with the
addition of the “Merconaries"” and “Assign-
ment Adi” side gnmes, you can oxpoct any-
where from M-40 hours of gaming, making RIE
4 woll-worth the 1ty bucks you'l have to shell
out for i,

I closing, piront uhnultl o awaro that RE2
4 I, by abwolutely no meuns whitsoovor, i
gime to by played by (or even sround) Kidw,

The intense violenee and gore (with o rather
smll dose of strong Janguage on the side)
made for o strong "M rating from the ESRE,

So no ose undor 17, okay?
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B Digital Imagé By: Brittney
= Mortensen
E N Left: Trainees in the
S fire academy suit up
during their drill on

"MCC Student

Digital Image By: Brittney Morrensen
Above: A fire academy -student tries
to remove a malfunctioning face mask
during a drill on Jan. 19.

Digltal image By: Mlcah Patzke
Above: Christina Ordener, Jeff Nolen,

Aaron Bender, Ashley Lechler and Eliza-
beth Ordener take a break in the LTC.

Digital Image By: Brant Losak
Left: Professional Magiclan “Mike Da’
Rovin' Guy" presents an MCC student
with balloon art at Welcome Back Party.

Dlgltal Image By: Brlflnay Mormnsen

Right: Fire Academy trainees
prepare for a drill on Jan.19,

Igital iImago By: Micah Palzko

Left: Faith Ives and Feyis Sadig re-
| view their notes In the LTC rotunda.




