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Ruth Heldreth waited 30

community college there, but it

A . .

Heldreth after life-long dream s

years to pursue her dream of
getting a college degree. In
those years she reared four
sons and moved across the
country, but she never waiv-
ered from her goal.

“] always knew I wanted to
do it, but I just needed to find
the place,” Heldreth said. In
1981 when she moved from Ann
Arbor, Michigan to Waco, she
found the place... McCiennan
Community College.

“I first learned about MCC in
an ad in the newspaper. I came
out right away to look at the
campus and registered a week
later. MCC is one of the most
valuable assets Waco has. I
don’'t understand why more
people don't come here,” she
said.

Heldreth's desire for more
education began in her small
hometown in Georgia, but at
that time there were few
grants and scholarships avail-
able and no real opportunities
for those who weren’t able to
afford coliege. So, like many of
her  classmates, Heldreth
“graduated from high school
one day and went to work the
next.” Soon after that she got
married and started a family.

Heldreth, who lived for 16
years in Ann Arbor, was able to
complete 14 hours of credit at a

wasn't untii she moved to
Waco, with her sons grown and
on their own, that she began
fulfilling her “lifelong “lifelong
dream.” Enthusiastic and
determined, Heldreth was
nevertheless hesitant about
coming back to school. *“I
signed up for only one three-
hour history class that first
semester. I was very, very
hesitant,” she said. She worried
about the age difference and
about being able to make ac-
ceptable grades, she admits. “I
must have studied 10 hours a
week for that one three hour
course. I got an A...easily. Then
I knew I could do it.”

As for the age difference,
Heldreth found it more difficuit
to overcome that in the first
semester for two reasons. By
taking only one course it was
all too casy to come to class
and then leave immediately
without ever getting to know
anyone. And, too, she belicves
she set up barriers because of
her concerns about the age dif-
ference.  “Everyone  was
friendly to me. I was just wor-
ried about it.”

The next semester, though,
she took more classes, one of
which was Ann Harrell's basic
speech class.

“Ann came up to me one day
in class and said,”Why don't

you join the speech squad?' I
said, ‘OK’ and that was it. It
was really kind of a fluke.”

. Maybe so, but Heldreth ex-
celled in her performances at
forensic tournaments during
the past two semesters, and
working with the students in
the club helped her become
more comfortable with them.
“The kids in there are just won-
derful. Getting involved was
the key,” she said.

Although making that first
speech was pretty rough—"I
held onto the podium for dear
life!"— Heldreth kept at it and
soon became a valued member
of the team.

Heldreth competed in the in-
formative speaking category in
tournaments last semester,
speaking about teenage sui-
cides. This semester she has
competed in persuasive speak-
ing with the topic “Laughter is
the Best Medicine,” and has
won two first-place awards.
She also reached the finals in
duo-dramatic with her partner,
Mollie Marsh, reaching sixth in
a field of 48 teams. In prose in-

terpretation, Heldreth ad-
vanced to the semifinals in a
field of 66 competitors.

Heldreth is still making the
grades academically, too. She
was recently initiated into Phi
Theta Kappa, the national jun-

Writer looks for Christmas

By MARK KRAEMER

The other night as I was sit-
ling at home, listening to Pavo-
ratti sing Adeste Fidelis, the
phone rang. I answered it, and
a strange, deep voice said,"The
Society of Christmas Restora-
tion would like you to interview
some of its members tomorrow
night at 10 p.m. Meet us at 1313
Maple.” As 1 was pondering
over these words, the phone
went dead.

The next night I found the
house on Maple, and saw that it
was a very old mansion, the
kind you only sce in reruns of
“Psycho”.

Being brave, I went up to the
door and knocked. The door
opened, apparently no one
opened it, and I went inside. Sit-
ting amidst many rings of gar-
land, nuts of all kinds, checses,
and other foodstuffs, were the
three Ghosts of Christmas.

As 1 sat down, they cx-
plained that the whole purpose
of the interview was to allow
the Ghosts to pass on some
ideas about Christmas that this
fast-paced world seems to have
forgotten.

“Since most people have for-
gotten what the meaning of
Christmas is,” cxplained the
Ghost of Christmas Past, "we
have decided to show up again
to reeducate the people” “It
was all Ffuture’s idea,” said the
Ghost of Christmas Present.

The Ghost of Christmas Fu-
ture took me by the hand and in
a gust of wind we were
standing inside a modern look-
ing house.

Inside was an ordinary fami.
ly, putting up the tree, but what
a scene: a young boy and girl
were fighting over what they

thought they had gotten, and
the parents were wondering if
they had gotten their kids
enough presents and if the
neighbor’s kids were getting
more than their children.

As I turned to look at the
Ghost of Christmas Future, I
saw a tear rolling down his
cheek. Why do some people
worry about the cost of an item
when it's the thought that
counts? Why are the children
fighting over something we call
gifts? I thought about these
questions that were running
through my head as we re-
turned to the mansion.

“Gruesome, isn’t it? We saw
many more families like this
and decided that we had better
act fast before this became a
major dilemma,” said the
Ghost of Christmas Present.

The three Ghosts then of-
fered me a cup of Human Kind-
ness, which I accepted. Feeling
in a better mood, I asked them
what they would like to see
changed. The Ghost of Christ-
mas Past piped up. “First off,
we'd like to see more friendly
people. Do not judge a friend
by the gifts he gives you, but by
his companionship and loyalty
Lo you."

“Yes, and aiso we'd like to
remind everyone that gift giv-
ing is a tradition started when
the three wise men gave gifts
to the baby Jesus,”" said the
Ghost of Christmas Present,
“We'd lke to sec a kinder ap-
proach to gift giving and for
people to remember that it all
comes down to Chiist's birth-
dﬂy."

‘The Ghost of Christmas Past
took my hand and said “Come
with mo, let me show you how
it once was.” In a whirl of wind
we were standing in an open

field in front of a small stable.
It was a crisp, clear night and
all the stars were put to shame
by one super-brilliant star. We
went inside the stable and 1
saw many people standing and
kneeling around a little baby in
a manger.

This was it. This was the
first Christmas. There were no
trees, tinsel or toys to worry
about; no hustle or busy
crowds; it was just peaceful
and calm.

In a bright flash of light we
were standing in the mansion
again. “And that's how it was,”
said the Ghost of Christmas
Present, “we'd like to see it re-
lurn to that calm peacefulness
that was there at the first
Christmas with the shepherds
and wise men.”

“Is there any coincidence
that there were three wise men.
and there are three of you?" I
asked. All three Ghosts smiled.
The Ghost of Christmas Past
said,"We'd like to say that we
were born about that time, but
I'm afraid we can't give out
that information.”

As we finished our visit to-
gether, the Ghost of Christmas
Past said, “We trust that you
can adequately spread this
news around. We wili contact
you if we feel we need more
support.”

The Ghosts slowly disap-
peared, waving to me as they
did so. I left the old mansion,
thinking about what they had
said, when I remembered I had
left my hat inside. I turned
around and walked back to the
door, but to my surprise, I
found a rusty padiock and
chain on the door, Did I really
talk to the Ghosts, or did I
imagine the whole thing?

One thing's for sure, 1 still
can't find my hat.

ior college scholastic fraterni-
ty.

Her family also has been
supportive. Her sons, scattered
across the country, are proud
of her accomplishments, as is
her husband, Harold, an in-
structor in occupational health
and safety at TSTI. He travels
to many of the tournaments to
give her personal support.

With most of her academic
requirements for transfer to a
four-year university completed,
Heldreth is “branching out”
having fun with some classes
she has always wanted to take.
This semester, she’s taking an
evening art class in drawing
and painting, She's also taking
a vocal singing class. Next
semester, she may take some
journalism courses,

After she transfers (she's
not sure yet where she would
like to attend,) she will prob-
ably come back to MCC and
take some more courses.

Listening to Heldreth talk
about her learning experiences,
it's clear why she has scored so
highly in persuasive speaking.
It's easy to see, too, that she's
sincere when she says she
wants to “just keep on learn-
mg-"

Then again it’s hard to argue
with a dreamer. Especially
when the dream is coming true.

JANINE VESELKA, a freshman at MCC, was one of eleven
women who participated In the first Miss Brazos Valley Pageant
held on Wednesday, December 5, at the Waco Convention
Center. Miss Veselka Is a marketing major from Taylor and
hopes to attend the University of Texas. The winner of the
pageant was Ann Meredith, a Baylor student.
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DEBBIE DAVIS (left) and Kelly Karels display their talent In ‘'Crimes of the Heart.” (Photo by James

Jones)

Local artist displays works

The exhibition, “Patricia
Tillman: Sculpture,” opened
Dec, B and will continue

through Jan. 13 at The Art Cen-
ter. As winner of “The Art Cen-
ter 1083 Competition,” Ms. Tiif-
man was awarded this solo ex-
hibition.

The 18 works are scuiptural
constructions made of wood
and latex paint. The shapes of
doorways, windows and roof
lines suggest residential spaces
without describing a specific
place. In Tillman's work, the
simplicity of form and com-
plexity of content draws the
viewer into a diaiogue with the
work. These recent picces,

completed since the competi-
tion, continue Tillman's interest
in architectural forms. llow-
ever, they depart from her car-
lier work in that they fcature

elements of architecture rather
than architectural environ-
ments.

Tillman, a native of Wacao,
received her Bachelor of IFine
Arts degree from the Univer-
sity of 'Texas at Austin in 1978
and her Master of Fine Arts de-
gree in 1978 from the Univer-
sity of OKlahoma in Norman,
Oklahoma.

Since compieting her under-
graduate and graduate de-

grees, she has participated in
numerous group exhibitions
which include, “Made in Texas”
University Art Muscum, Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in
1979, and “Sculpture on the
Wall," San Antonio Art Insti-
tute, in 1983,

In addition to group exhibi-
tions, Tillman has had individ-
ual shows at the Art Musceum of
South Texus, DW Gallery and
Brown-Lupton Gallery.

The Art Center is located at
1300 College Drive on the MCC
campus.  Gallery howrs are
Tue.Sat, 10 am-y pm., andl
sun, 1-h p.m, There is no admis-
slon charge.

Trustees continued

for the new recording studio,
They were the only company to
submit n complete bid,

Brinn  Konzelman, audio
tochnology instructor, sald that
Southwest Pro Audlo was tho
only MCI erluipmunl donler In
Toxas, and that moro than 50
percent of all recording studios
use MCI equipment,

lle also said that MCC stu-
dents would be ablo to {.ml
tratning on the oquipment that
they would uso in the business
world,

Southwest 'ro Audlo was
nlso nwarded n $20.:00 contract
for the thoatre sound uqm‘)-
ment for the Performing Arls
Contor, Agnin they were the
only company to submit o com:
plele bid for all spocified equip-
ment,

G.I. Supply and  llensol

Electric were awarded con-
tracts for work on the lighting
addition to the Performing Arts
Centor, G.IS, Supply will pro-
vide the light fixtures and poles
for $0,0256 while Hensel Electrlc
will do all nocessary clectrical
work for 3,700,

Barfield's Southwest Snles of
Waco, Best Buy of Waco, and
L.L., Sms & Son of Waco wore
awarded contracts for furni-
ture and othor equipment for
the Porforming Arts Center,

The finnl portion of equip-
ment for the PAC was muslc.
related furniture such as musle
stands, music posture chalrs
andl furnishings  dosignod
spocifically for music porform.
anco nnd Instruction. Wengor
Corporation  of  Owatonna,
Minn, is the only manufacturer
of those Items, sald MCC Presi-
dont Wibur Ball, Their bid of
$10,262.76 was approved by the

board,

The new clevator will be In-
stalled at the rear entrance of
the Applied Science Building to
makao both floors of the bulldin
more accessible to the handi-
capped. Dr. Ball sald tho ad-
ministration had heard com-
plaints  from studonts about
problems with manuevering
whoolchatrs down the slopoed
wilkway.

Tho ostimated cest of the
clovator and its Installation is
$40,000 to $45,000, Ball snld thore
are funds avallable in the cone
tingency fund for the projoct,

Aceurato time should bonefit
from the hoard declsion to re-
lnce approximately 128 clocks
oentod all around tho cnm[mu.
Ball sald, The problem is that
tho “systemn has just worn out.”
The manufacturer no Inn%ur
ltns roplacoment parts availlble
for the oxisting system, and a

replacoment system is an abso-
lll!mljl necessity, according to
nil.

Roplacement of the system
with ono master clock and 60
secondary clocks was approved
for tho contract price of
$11427.50 from Cincinnatl Tlme
Recordors, Ball explained that
tho purchase is direct from tho
foctory and would utllize oxist-
ing components such as wiring,
booster relays and master
clock cases and would save the
school about $6,500,

Clocks will be put In the hall-
ways, corridors and labs, and
wlhero lhoi/ aro most justified,
Ball sald. Roplncing and maodi-
fying the systom whil mean
oliminating clocks In  class.
rooms, ho sald,

The pirchnso and installa-
tlon of ropincemont carpet for

ortions of the Honlth Careors
hullding, Sclonco Building, and

Bookstore arc maintenance
items, Ball said. The carpet nas
been in at least 10 yoars |, he
suld, and some areas will be re-
pinced with commereinl grade
vinyl nshestos tile,

Tho purchase and Installa-
tion of carpot and tile for thesoe
arens was awarded to 11 & 1}
Carpot of Wost for a total price
of $23,700.17. Ball said this is

ood carpot, but i3 “not any
wetter than we had to start
with."

Due to o chango In its poli-
cles, Toxas Power and Light
Company extended an offer to
wirchase tho eloctriend distri.
wtion systom currently loased
to the collego, D, Ball sald, A
TI&L representative, John Al-
lson, was avalllble for quos
floning ot the meoting. Aftor
Alllson  answered  quostions

nbout the maintenance system
from  board members Eric
llooker and James llardwick,
the board approved the pur-
chase of the systom at $47,500,

MCC presently leases the
system at $19,201.08 per year,
which Includes malntenance
ad  repincement costs, Ball
snid, Purchaso of the factiitles
will mean elimination of the
yoarly lenso feo, but we wili be
respanslble for routine mainte-
nance and ropairs. Gary Luft,
vice prosidont of businoss sor-
vicos, snld he has contacted an
indepondent — contractor  for
bids, and oquipment malinte-
nance und repairs could e
done on o confract basis at o
cost of about $25 to $36 an hour,

(This article propared by
mombers of the Journalism 351
clnss.)



