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ment or minimizes 5

, After a handful of student and
faculty activists disrupted a tranquil
New England campus recently, ‘one
8.D.S. coed was elated when told her

picture was in the

favorable. They do not

why adults, 'who share their distaste -

ltb?:-lamdlmdmaleﬁﬁ.limmhaon
- ‘card,” pander to.and support

r paper. Her
Jjoy turned to dismay when she learned
;; was her hometown paper.

. Almost a week after the same
‘demonsmtion, which made headlines
in many of the country’s newspapers,

pp ly 1,500 students held
another demonstration on the same
campus. They stood - in freezing
weather to proclaim their support of
the administration. Not one word:
ab?ut .that appeared outside of the
university area.

Adolescents with surging sexual
drives made The Pill the“:‘rg‘xn when
it came along. It meant gratification
of their biological urges without the
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that men join hands in the effort to
adapt to this world.
Don’tsell our youth short. They're
a gutsy bunch, with tender hearts. In
s search for individualism and in-
lepéndence, they even show signs of
becon?ing this country’s largest crop
of enlightened conservatives. Having
already cut through a maze of society’s
red tape and petty deceits, they may
well settle down to helping their fellow
men build the better world we’ve been
hearing about for so long.

JUDITH VIORST is married and lives in
Washington, D.C. She has three sons.
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Let’s put
the blame where
it belongs

A defense of today’s youth — and a few harsh words for their parents

‘Mat’s wrong with youth today? Noth-
ing that can’t be blamed on their parents
and teachers.

Most young people are struggling ad-
mirably to survive as individuals in the
modern bureaucratic Sodom that their
elders designed but can’t control. Con-
sidering all the adult crudity and oppor-
tunism, the miracle is not that today’s
young people are contemptuous of adults
but that they are able to zero in on the
real needs of the very society that has

hered them with lism and ma-
terial possessions since birth.
i of the

well-meaning Sunday school teacher —
with no real knowledge of the magnitude
of his or her subject — did. Little thought
or preparation went into the child’s need
to understand, his constant need for
inspiration.

How were the children supposed to
reconcile the verses they memorized in
Sunday school (that brought smiling ap-
proval from their parents) with the ruth-
lessness of business, the national immoral-
ity in foreign affairs, the day-to-day mean-
ness that touched their lives?

When parents mortgaged their homes

due charge all over town,

“things for everyone, esp
dren and the poor — and a little for them-
selves. Who, after all, is more deserving
of defense?

Campus demonstrations, obscenity,
the breakdown of law and order, immoral-
ity, disrespect for authority, and wanton
destruction are all issues that horrify today’s
adults. But today’s youth has its own list
of complaints:

@ The war in Vietnam.

® Racial and class discrimination.

® Hypocrisy among our leaders.

& The quality 'of education available.

Our children are confused and deeply
troubled. They see man’s relations with
men, chil and nations domi d
double standards and ruthless bids for
power. They see ethnic group pitted
against ethnic group, educator against
parent.

The double standard is a form of
hypocrisy so widespread that most adults
are scarcely aware of it even when they are
indulging in it personally. Yet it has been
obvious to most young people since they
were toddlers. Children learn early that
rules are to be broken — especially if it
suits a parent’s convenience — just as they
learn that adults will lie to avoid unpleasant
obligations or to defend their own actions.

Hardly a child was ever bundled off to
Sunday school who wasn’t fascinated by
the wonders of religion. If one or both
parents did not betray a lack of faith,

thus spoiling the child’s i some

they did their children no favor. How
could teenagers, watching their parents
drive themselves in this way, aspire to such
an end for themselves? With life goals
seemingly reduced to the pursuit of ma-
terial wealth — and youth already in con-
trol of big chunks of that — what incentive
was there to grow up?

e onsider, too, how many children had
their world reel dangerously while watch-
ing their parents entertain. Seeing parents
grow tipsy, flirt with each other’s mates,
make biting remarks about their spouses,
and tell off-color jokes — none of this
helped make the good-night kiss sweet or
the next day’s discipline palatable.

Drug involvement by modern youth
is frightening, but is it entirely the fault
of youth? On major college campuses,
faculty members and spiritual leaders have
been knowp to introduce students to the
use of drugs. And when confronted with
the choice of reporting their own children
to authorities for illegal drug use or closing
their eyes, most parents have shut their
eyes because it might jeopardize their status
or be an admission of personal failure.

None of this excuses (TURN PAGE)

KAY HURLEY, a former newspaperwoman, is a
free-lance writer and a mother who has shared the joys
and heartaches of today's youth — her own and others
— on college campuses across.the country. From these
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