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Black Orientation

Warm Welcome

For Newcomers
To Claremont

Black Freshmen and transfer stu-
dents arriving at the Claremont
Colleges this year were given a
specialized orientation sponsored by
the Black Studies Center.

The 69 freshmen and 10 transfer
students were greeted at an open
house on September 22, and later
provided with an academic testing ses-
sion to determine reading and writing
skills so that, according to orientation
coordinator Shalimar Anderson. "we
could get an idea of their abilities to
determine what their strengths and
weaknesses were so that we could ad-
vise them on courses and other
things.” Tutorial help was provided for
those who needed it.

Other activities of the Black Orien-
tation Week included academic coun-
seling at the Black Studies Center.
departmental open house for mest-
ings between students and faculty, the
opening of the Third World Film
Festival, a dinner at McConnell Hall
and a social hour at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Louie Robinson.

While each of the Claremont Col-
leges offers a freshmen orientation
program, the Black Orientation Week
program was designed by Pomona
senior Anderson and 20 committee
members to: 1) expose black students
to black faculty on campus; 2) to build
attitudes of unity and confidence. and
3) “to let them know that we were here
to help.”

Reviewing the week, Miss Anderson
declared: | really think the program is
something that should continue to be
done in the future. It's necessary, very
necessary.”
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Black Studies Courses
Present Wide Variety
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James Garrett is
New BSC Director

After a year-long search and 60 appli-
cations, the Claremont Colleges’ Black
Studies Center has a new director. He
is James Garrett,
former program
director for the
Center for Black
Education in
Washington., D.C.
His view of his new
job are presented
inside this issue.

Garrett
I

Twenty-one courses are being of-
fered students of the Claremont Col-
leges this semester through the Black
Studies Center.

The courses range through the fields
of communications, economics, educa-
tion, English. history, humanities.
language, political science, psychology
and sociology.

The largest selection of classes is
available in English, history, language,
and political science. with each field
offering three courses.

In English the classes are: The Hunt,
taught by Stanley Crouch; Expository
Whriting, Critical Reading and Basic
Research, taught by Sue Houchins, and
Introduction te Black American
Literature, taught by Agnes Jackson.

In the field of history, a Survey of
Black History to 1865, Slavery in the
Americas, and Special Studies:
Seminar on Black Oral History, is
taught by Alonzo Smith, while Tropical
Africa is offered by John Dwyer.

The language courses include /n-
troductory Swahili and Intermediate
Swahili, taught by Stephen Mutunga,
and /ntroductory French and
Intermediate French taught by Odette
Meyers.

Political science offerings are:
Politics of the Black World, taught by
Egambi Dalizu, Comparative Political
Theories and Social Change, taught by
Assefa Medhane, and Pan Africanism,
taught by Medhans and Alonzo Smith.

Other courses include: the psycho-
logy class Race Consciousness and
Personality Development taught by
John Morant; the sociology class Race
and Ethnic Relations, taught by Clabe
Hangan; the education class The Death
Machine: A Study in FPublic Education,
taught by Elizabeth Gavin:; the
humanities Black Theatre Workshop,
conducted by Stanley Crouch; the

(Continued on Page 4)
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Special Services
Aid Students With
Campus Problems

Two special services are available to
black students on the Claramont cam-
pus throughout the year, one operating
within the Black Studies Center and
the other working in conjunction with
it. They are the Counseling Division of
the BSC and the Black Admissions Of-
fice.

The Counseling Division is estab-
lished to serve black students at each
of the Claremont Colleges. The dean of
counseling. Audrey Hindman, and her
assistant, Joe Bailey, work in close
connection with the administrative
staffs of the colleges in terms of
decision- and policy-making. Thus
academic. personal, social and other
black student problems and concerns
are handled through the BSC's Coun-
seling Division.

£xplains Dean Hindman: “The ad-
ministrative staffs of the colleges often
seek assistance and guidance from the
BSC in their relationships with
students, it it therefore important for
students to make use of the resources
of the center. Regarding any problem,
the student should call extension
3669."

While the Black Admissions Office
functions primarily in admitting
students to the Claremont Colleges, it
also offers a limited number of jobs to
students and tries to maintain some
contact with those admitted. “We have
an admissions committee with student
members, and if they desire some-
thing for us to do. we talk it over and
see if we can do it,” explains Jackson
Taylor, assistant to Black Admissions
Officer Eileen Wiison.

The office sponsors a Black Admis-
sions Day at the beginning of the
school year. and this term admitted
some 68 students.

In addition to those services per-
formed by the Black Admissions Office
and the BSC Counseling Division are
the day-to-day activities of the Black
Studies Center where academic
curriculum, special programs, jobs and
other matters relating to students are
handled.

The Center is open Monday through
Friday. 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.
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Black Students Cont’d. ...
{Continued from Page 3)

read it until a few years later: “He said,
‘Children are helpless, and we must at
any cost be responsible for them. For
we are their models and they are our
hope." That's the way | look at it
Somebody has got to operate as a con-
stant model. That's the reason that |
consciously try to maintain my prin-
ciples, to keep my integrity, to not sell
out to money or status. | keep struggl-
ing with that mainly because children
have a habit of being brutally honest
with people, of saying things that leave
you bare.”

Program director of the Center for
Black Education in Washington, D.C..
for the past four years, a one-time
Economic Opportunity Agency staffer,
a member of the organizing committee
for the Sixth Pan African Congress at
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. author of
books and plays, Garrett admits to hav-
ing been only a so-so college student
until he got involved in the freedom
rides of the early sixties. “After that,
when | came back to school. | was
screaming because | knew how | was
going to spend the rest of my life. | had
seen some terrible things happen down
there in the South. | had a set of objec-
tives. So when | came back to East Los
Angeles College and UCLA, | was
screaming. There was no way to deal
with me then, because | had the sense
that | would like to help students.

“l was going to win. There was vic-
tory out there and | was going to par-
ticipate in that victory, so you couldn’t
beat me. | had decided that there were
only two things that | needed, informa-
tion and confidence, because | had the
objectives. The schools provided the in-
formation, and | had the confidence.
Once | got the information, | was gone.
I'm still getting information.”

L
Medhane

y
-
Mutunga

Robinson

Courses Cont'd. ...
{Continued from Page 1)

communications class Blacks and the
Communications Media, taught by
Louie Robinson and the economics
classes Economic
FProblems of the
Third World and
Economics of Under-
development: The
Ghetto, taught by
Zachary Mbuya.
New courses
may be added next
semester.

Smith

Biack Studies Center

240 East 11th Street
Claremont. Ca. 91711

Dennison Library

Human Resources Institute / Claremont Colleges

drg, Naomi G, Levine
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