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Abstract : The so called Antarctic Treaty System, started from the Antarctic Treaty in 1959, has gradually
been enlarged into the concept of an international environmental regime, which has been included in not a
few international institutions, treaties, conventions, and international non-governmental organizations
(INGO). This kind of movement, as in the role of an international environmental regime, has recently been
highlighted in the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty. This Protocol is taking
appropriate measures as an international environmental regime in regulating its member nations by
enforcing principles in protecting Antarctic resources and environment, regulating member nations’
Antarctic activities, establishing norms in the adoption of international and domestic laws, and devising
regulations for deciding administrative actions through the member nations’ collective decision-making
procedures. In this context, this paper is to test a few questions; firstly, how the Antarctic Treaty System can
be related with the role of international environmental regime; secondly, how the theories of international
environmental regime, such as the hegemony theory, rational choice theory, and international morality
theory, can be tested in the role of Antarctic Treaty System as an international environmental regime.
Finally, this paper provides a solution for the future problems of the Antarctic Treaty System as an
international environmental regime regarding the regime’s principle (conflict between the environmental
principle and the right of nation-state), norms and regulations (the conflict between the developed and
underdeveloped nations in terms of the concept of “common but differentiated environmental
responsibility”), cooperation directions (the leadership problems between hegemonic nation and multilateral
leading groups), and management methods (cooperation and arrangement problems among expert
institutions, observer groups, and INGO).

Key words : environmental regime, hegemony theory, rational choice theory, differentiated environmental
responsibility
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