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'lhe Black Hawk County Board of 
supervisors has been making some tough 
decisions in regard to the 1991-1992 
rudget. 'lhe services provided by the 

-<:ounty depend upon property taxes as 
_ .its source of furrling. A major decline 
in population with a corresponding 
erosion of the tax base coupled with 
ever increasing service demands has 
created a major budget challenge. 

The Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board (BHCCB) has seen its property tax 
support reduced by 30% or $233,000 for 
the next year. 'lb ccmply with a 1::udget 
cut of this magnitude has required the 
BHCCB to take several drastic steps. 
These measures include reduced serv
ices, initiation of higher fees, cut
ting equipment replacements and the 
elimination of two full-time staff po
sitions and 4 seasonal park workers. A 
further explanation of these measures 
is outlined on page two. 'lhis is just 
the start, the full extent of these 
tudget cuts has yet to be decided! 

Added to this challenge is the pos
sible loss of state funds from the Re
source Enhancement and Protection Fund 
(RFAP) • REAP funds were goi.DJ to play a 

jor role in acquiring and developing 
he Cedar Valley Lakes Project. For 

example, RF.AP funds were used recently 
to acquire the 180 acre addition to 
Hartman Reserve Nature Center (HRNC) 

and add a part-time naturalist to the 
HRNC staff. However, if the Iowa Gen
eral Assembly and the Governor cuts the 
RF.AP program, these opportunities will 
be lost. 

OUr mission has always been to con
serve the natural resources of Black 
Hawk County for the next generation 
through wise use an:i plannin;:J today. It 
is clear our efforts to address these 
needs on a long-range basis will be 
seriously affected. Obviously, we must 
redefine our priorities and closely 
monitor our funding sources. Thus, our 
remaining financial resources will be 
directed to the short-tenn needs of 
maintaining our existing facilities. 

Securing adequate funds for conser
vation and resource management has 
always been an uphill battle which has 
required individuals and organizations 
to fight for what they think is right. 
As a person served by our programs, your 
input and help is welcomed an:i encour
aged. You will see some dramatic 
changes in the programs and services 
offered by the BHCCB in the coming year. 
We hope you will understand and work 
with us as the BHCCB addresses these 
major challenges . 
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Annually the Black Hawk County Con
servation Board (BHCCB) looks to the 
Board of SUpervisors for its funding. 
This year, however, they have received 
a dividen:l in the fann of a new board 
member, Rachel Fulton. Rachel, who 
served on the Board of supervisors for 
eight years, replaces Jean Klingaman, 
whose term on the (BHCCB) has expired. 

Rachel's interest in conservation 
was sharpened and broadened during her 
years as a Black Hawk County SUpervi
sor. In that position she had an oppor
tunity to study new programs as they 
were presented for fun:ling and to see, 
firstham, how they fit into the over
all plans for development and improve
ment within the county. Also, as an 
outside, objective viewer, she was able 
to evaluate the impact of these pro
grams on the ca.mty as a whole. It was 
this perspective that led her to accept 
the challenge of working for conserva
tion from the production end rather 
than the funding end. 

Het" interest in and support of the 
Sierr,a Club and her personal pleasure 
in using the trails within the Black 
Hawk County Parks system already ex
isted. Now she looks forward to havin;J 
an active role in the ever-expanding 
programs of the county conservation 
system and the generating of ideas for 
future developments within the county. 

Rachel becomes the first member of 
the Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board to have also served on the County 
Board of SUpervisors. She regards her 
years as a SUpervisor as a distinct 
advantage. Her knowledge of how deci
sions are made by the SUpervisors and of 
the variety of programs ccmpeting for 
:fmrls can be of value in shapin;J deci
sions about future Conservation Board 
programs and policies. 

Her other major conservation inter
ests are the further development of 
trails throughout the county, as well 
as link-up with other county trail sys
tems, and the continuing develop-
ment of the Cedar Valley Lakes Project. 

Rachel's "new hat" fits her nicely 
and ·we wish her much success and satis
faction in the wearin;J of it. 
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The following are examples of how 

our 1::u:lget cuts will effect some of the 
programs of the BHCCB. 

Wildlife Habitat: OUr Resources Coor
dinator's job was to supervise the 
management of the natural areas in our 
parks and work with landowners to cre
ate wildlife habitat on private lands. 
The position of Wildlife Conservation
ist has been eliminated and this 
service to private landowners will be 
greatly reduced. 

Integrated Roadside Management: This 
program placed an emphasis on control
ling noxious weeds along our roadsides. 
The program sought to reduce chemical 
usage by selective spraying of the tar
geted species, and to establish and 
maintain healthy conununities of native 
vegetation which eliminate conditions 
that favor noxious weeds. 'Ihe side 

· benefits of this program included in
creased wildlife habitat and a safer 
environment. The Conservation Board 
has eliminated fuming for this posi
tion. However, we hope this program 
will be picked up by the Black Hawk 
County Highway Deparbnent. 

Increased Fees: To maintain our exist
in;J services we will be increasing 
fees. Examples include charging for 
the programs of Hartman Reserve Nature 
Center and higher fees for camping and 
shelter reservations. The full scope 
and rcm;Je of these fees has not been 
finalized rut some of the changes in
clude raising the camping fees at Black 
Hawk, Hickory Hills and McFarlane parks 
fran $5 to $6 per day with electrical 
rates staying at $2 per day. 'lhe amp
ing fees at Siggelkov and Thurner Woman 
parks will remain at $4.00 and $2.00 
respectively. Reserving a shelter will 
be $15 far the first 3 hours and $3.00 
for each additional hour . 



Sproutings -
Nature CenterNews 

by Vern Fish 
Nature Center Director 
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As outlined on page 1 and 2 the Black 

Hawk County Conservation Board (BHCCB) 
has been asked to make major tudget 
cuts. 'lhese cuts will effect the Hart
man program in the following ways: 

Fees: A Hartman fee structure will 
be finalized and initiated for our gen
eral ?,)blic programs in June. Fees for 
school programs will take effect in the 
fall of 1991. 

Bartman Mclition: If REAP funds are 
~ leted by the Iowa General Assembly, 

....,ur plans for trail development and 
public access for this new addition 
will be put on hold. 

Part-time Naturalist: This posi
tion, which was fumed by REAP furrls, 
will be cut if the state does not fun:i 
the REAP program. 

'!he summer issue of the '!he oak will 
provide more details on these changes. 

Q••lx~••••· •••••1ct1fi••••••~ 
Thanks to Mark Kittrell of Team con-

nectin;J Point, who offered us a deal on 
a new computer and printer we could not 
refuse. Mark also provided the needed 
technical advice to use our new hard
ware on this newsletter. Equally, 
generous was the gift of $1,000 from the 
cedar Falls Wal-Mart through the Wal
Mart corporation of Bentonville, 
Arkansas. 

Finally, the staff of HRNC wish to 
,<tend our condolences to the family 

and friends of Gus Banuske, a long time 
friend of the nature center. over the 
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years, Gus contributed dozens of slides 
and photos and hours of volunteer time 
presenting slide programs on spring 
fle11Ners, fall colors and trips to 
Alaska. Gus passed away this winter and 
his family asked that all memorials be 
contributed to the Friends of Hartman 
Reserve. '!hank you Gus. 

di ... ·.·.· .·. ·.· .·. ·.·.· . ·. ·. ·. ·. ·.·. ·.·.·.··. ·.·.·.· .·.·. ·.·.·.· .·. ·.· ·. ·.·.·. ·.· ···· · ··· · •· ·£\ 

~••••••ttl••••• ••••·~21 Play an active role in this year's 
F.arth Day celebration by rolling up 
your sleeves and helping clean up the 
new addition to HRNC. If you or your or
ganization wish to participate in this 
effort on Saturday, April 20 fran 8:00 
am to 4:00 pn, call HRNC at 277-2187 to 
register. 



FEED 'DIE ANDmLS- SUrrlays in April and 
May, 3:00-4:00 pm. I.earn about eco
logical needs of local common animals 
by helping the naturalists feed our 
snakes, turtles and fish. 

WELCCIIE Ham- SUn. , April 7, 1: 00-4: 00 
pn. Build a hone for a bluebird! We' 11 
provide the bluebird house kit, you 
bring the hammer and screwdriver. 
Please make reservations; materials 
are limited. Black Hawk Hl.llllane Society 
will also present .the program, "CLOSE 
EKDJNTmS OF 'DIE WILD KIND'' at 2: 00 pn 
to answer questions about wildlife. 

SPINNING- SUn. , April 14, 1: 00-5: 00 pm. 
I.earn about spinning as Becky Stans
berry cards and spins a variety of natu
ral fibers. 

B~UTY OF SPRING WILDFLOWERS - PHOTOG
RAPHY Sl!MllmR- SUn., April 21, 2:00-
4:00 pn. Bill Witt will guide you in the 
art of wildlife photography. 

CMULLON BRASS- SUn., April 28, 2:00-
3: 00 pn. Toor the HRNC trails in search 
of spring wildflowers and enjoy a free 
concert at the amphitheater. 

HAMMER & MOUNTAIN DULCIMER WORKSHOP AND 
CCtiCERl'- SUn., May 5, 1:00-3:00 pn. 
Holly Williams will conduct a workshop 
for beginners at 1:00 pn and perform a 
free concert at 2:00 pn. 10 dulcimers 
are available for use at the workshop. 
Fee $10. call 277-2187 to register. 

FIDDLE S'DUNG EmNir SUn. , May 12, 2: 00-
3: 00 pn. 'lhis old tine music sets the 
stage for your spring wildflower walk. 

WIIDLD'E ART EXHIBIT AND SALE- SUn. , 
May 19, 1:00-5:00. Several local wild
life artists have been invited to dis
play am sell their work with a backdrop 
of live music and spring flowers. 'Ihe 
Black Hawk Hmnane Society will help 
answer your questions abo~t wildlife 
when they present the program "CLOSE 
EHDJNTms OF 'DIE WILD KIND'' at 2: 00 pm. 
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FIRE AND ICE- Tues., March 26, 7:30 pm. 
The Waterloo Greyhound Park has desig
nated this date as a fundraiser for the 
Friends of Hartman Reserve. A percent
age of your admission will be donated to 
the Friends. Enjoy the races and sup-
port HRNC. 

JD\R'DomN l!:11RTH DAY c::r.EMroP- Sat., April 
20, 8: 00 am - 4: oo pm. Explore the new 
180 acre addition to HRNC and celebrate 
Earth Day at the same tine by joining 
our cleanup day. call 277-2187 for more 
information and to register. 

E1\RDI FAIR- Sat., April 20, 10:00 am -
6: oo pn, George Wyth state Park. Cele
brate the 21st birthday of Earth Day 
with a bike ride, childrens programs, 
UNI folk dance performances, live mu
sic, guided nature walks, a walk 
through the earth fair mall, Earth 
Works-student presentations, food and 
a NEW GAMFS FESTIVAL. For a corrplete 
schedule of events contact HRNC. 

!mRal OF DIMES- Sat., May 4, 8:00 am -
2:00 pn, George Wyth state Park. HRNC ~ 
will serve as the halfway checkpoint "" . 
for this year's march. call Millisa 
Tierney at 235-6121 for more inform. 

PRAIRIE BURN- Sat. , May 11, 9: 00 am -
noon, Hicko:ry Hills Park. I.earn how to 
use fire as a prairie management tool by 
helping the staff of the BHCCB brrn a 
small prairie plot. Please meet at the 
Program Center at Hickory Hills. call 
HRNC at 277-2187 for more information 
and to register. 
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WE'VE Gar THE WHOLE wcmLD IN OUR moo:)S! 
sat. April 20, 1:30-3:30 at the FARIH 
FAIR at George Wyth Park. HRNC, Hearst 
Center and Waterloo Arts & Rec. will 
help you conjure up your own creature, 
play GED-games, and become a TRASH TER
MINA'roR. call HRNC to register. $1 fee. 

JR. lm.TURALIST PROGRAM- The following 
special events are for 4th-6th graders. 
$2 fee per program, reservations and 
advanced payment required. 

*** THE LIVING AND THE DFA!r sat. , 
April 27, 10:00 - 12 noon. Take a trip 
into the past as we explore the cemeter
ies of Black Hawk County. 

*** WATER WACKINESS- sat., May 11, 
1:00-3:00 pn. Get your feet wet by 
building and racing your own rubberband 
powered boat. We'll also meet "Cold 
Hand Luke" and his cronies. 

Q••wm•••••~()~••D 
HAR'DmN CURRICULOM- sat. , May 4, 9: 00 
am - 3: 30 pn. 'Ibis workshop, which 
offers a $25 stipend, will provide the 
teacher with curriculum relevant out
door teaching materials. call HRNC at 
277-2187 to register. 

OI.OGIFS AU:H; THE SHELL ROCK- June 14 & 
15, Heery Woods state Park. 'Ibis envi
ronmental workshop will offer unique 
experiences for teachers, naturalists 
and families 'While they explore the 
scenic Shell Rock River and surrounding 
woodlands, wetlands and prairie. call 
Heery Woods, (319)278-4237 to register. 
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FREE WEEKENDS- This year's free week
ends on the Cedar Valley Nature Trail 
will again be the secorrl weekerrls in May 
(11 & 12), At.gUSt (10 & 11) and October 
( 12 & 13) • Nonnally a trail pass is re
quired for all ages 11 and up. For rrore 
information contact the BHCCB at 266-
6813. 

CXH:mTS <:ti THE TRAIL- 'Ihe BHCCB will 
again feature a series of concerts at 
5:30 pm on the Cedar Valley Nature Trail 
at the quarry between LaPorte City and 
Brandon on the second saturdays of 
June, July, August, and September. 
To receive full concert detai ls send a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
"Concerts On the Trail," Black Hawk Co. 
Conservation Bel., 2410 W. Lone Tree 
Rd., Cedar Falls, IA. 50613 . 

THE NM'URAL SIDE OF R'.lRTHE1'.8T IOWA
'Ihis Iiloto exhibit is the work of Kip 
Iadage, a resident of Tripoli and a 
self-taught amateur nature photogra
Iiler. Kip's work will be on display at 
the Har'bnan Interpretive Center this 
spring through Memorial Day. 

SPRING FLOWERS OF HAR'IDN- This collec
_tion of photographs by a variety of 
local artists captures the parade of 
spring epemerals 'Which grace the Hart
man forest. This interpretive dis lay 
may also be viewed through Memorial 
Day. 

n ··············· ········· ·· ···?\ . , •• .9 
CAR>E TRIPS- Wed. ,June 12 & June 26, 
1: oo-5: oo pn. canoe from Thunder Woman 
Park to Black Hawk Park. Reservations 
required, call 277-2187. Transporta
tion provided from end point to start
ing point. canoe rental - $10/canoe. 

'.Pam C'AR)Enr;- Tues. ,June 11, 18, 25. 
Rent a canoe for $5/hour and explore the 
porrls in the new addition. call HRNC at 
277-2187 and make r eservations. 



·ACTIVITY PAGE 

When your mother asks you to take out the trash, where do you 
take it? What would you do if you turned on the water faucet 
a cold drink of water and nothing came out? The problems of too 
much garbage and not enough clean water are real problems. 

Below are two activities to help you find out what you throw away and if you 
are using too much water in your shower. Have mom or dad help! 

1 • LEFTOVERS 
On the list below, put an X next to the items that you threw away this week. 

paper bag 

newspaper 

book 

magazine 

paper milk carton 

other paper 

napkin 

aluminum can 

broken toy 

apple core 

old clothes 

plasti~ milk carton 

tin can 

glass jar 

gum wrapper 

orange peel 

Now, circle all the items that you could have reused. 
that you could have recycled. 

plastic bag 

grass clippings 

Put an R by all the items 

2. DOWN THE DRAIN 
Are you using too much water in 
Here's how to find out: 
--You will need: an empty milk 

top to form a square, a watch 
and an adult to tell you when 
to stop. 

your shower? 

carton opened on the 
with a second hand, 
to start and when 

--Turn on the shower to a normal shower flow. 
Then get in and hold the milk carton up t o t he 
shower for 10 seconds. 

--If the milk carton overflows in less than 
10 seconds, your shower head uses too 
much water. 
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While a student at Iowa state, many 

times I worked until 5:00 in the morn
ing. On these mornings, while walking 
back to the donn.s, I 'WOU.ld suddenly be 
oombarded by the droppings of 800,000 
crows as they left their night resting 
places outside of Friley Hall. The only 
thing I could do to avoid being hit was 
to nm as fast as I cx:>Ul.d to the nearest 
available doorway. Not only did the 
crows leave behind a sticky mess, but, 
all night lcng they woo.ld p.it up such a 
racket that the students in the donn.s 
couldn't sleep. To realize how loud 
they truly were, just reroomber that 
these same students weren't bothered in 
the least by blasting stereos, drag
racing cars, or screaming professors. 

Right now, you might be asking your
self, what does this have to do with the 
Hartman Reserve Nature Center. Nothing 
actually, l::ut it does serve to illus
trate one of the problems that can occur 
when wildlife moves into our backyards, 
homes, and cities. 

Many people have experienced prob
lems with urban wildlife. Some camnon 
examples are the seemingly infinite 
mnnber of rabbits destroying your gar
den, the thousands of bats in your at
tic, or the obnoxious raa:::oons spread
ing your trash all over the neighbor
hood. In the past, many people dealt 
with these problems by using poisons, 
guns, or lethal traps. However, many 
people now want to rid their property of 
the troublesome wildlife without harm 
to the animals. Because of this, local 
humane societies, nature centers, and 
conservation officers recieve count
less telephone calls asking for help in 
solving these wildlife problems. 

In the past, there has IXJt been a 
single source to which we could turn to 
find non-lethal methods of controlling 
urban wildlife. To rectify this prob
lem, the Humane Society of the United 
states recently published a book en
titled, ''The JllDane control of 
Wildlife in Cities' ToWns. 11 This 

, little book contains information on 
solving problems with every kind of 
wildlife fran A to z. 

In cooperation with the Black Hawk 
-7-

County Htnnane Society, we'll be selling 
this book at the Nature Center gift 
shop. Also, the Hmnane Society wi ll be 
presenting Close Enoo\Dlters of the Wild 
Kind at 2:00 pm on the following SUn-

. days: March 31, Apri l 7, and May 19th. 
This series of programs will deal with 
urban wildlife problems and might fea
ture visits from live critters. In 
addition to these programs here at 
Harbnan, the Htnnane Society will also 
be participating in the Earth Fair on 
April 20 at George Wyth state Park. 

The presenters of these programs 
will be Tall Colvin, the director of the 
Black Hawk County Htnnane Society; Dawn 
Johnson and susie sorg. Dawn and Susie 
are both UNI marketing students doing 
their internships for the Humane Soci
ety. I recently spoke to Tan, Dawn and 
Susie about the book and the programs 
they' 11 be presenting. According to 
Tan, the main p.n:pose of the book and 
their presentations is to make sure 
that people know that there are non
lethal alternatives in dealing with 
urban wildlife problems. 

So, if you have raccoons eating your 
dog food, mice nmning over your feet as 
you sleep, or any other problems with 
wildlife, be sure to stop a.It for one of 
these presentations and also pick up a 
copy of ''The Humane control of Wi ldlife 
in Cities & ToWns. 11 'Ihe price is $5.00. 
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Hartman Reserve Nature Center . is lo

cated in Cedar Falls three blocks north 
of Rainbow Drive. Follow the signs that 
begin at the intersection of Rainbow 
Dr. arrl Iaurie Ave. 

The Interpretive Center is open Mon
day-Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pn, arrl on 
weekends for scheduled programs. The 
Center is closed on major holidays. The 
trails are open everyday, sunrise to 
sunset. Please call 277-2187 for more 
information. 

Hartman Reserve Nature Center 
657 Reserve Drive 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
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Though the newsletter is available 

without subscription, your contribu
tion towards its publication does help 
defray costs. MY donation is appreci
ated. Please let us know of any change 
of address. 

The Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board meetings are open to the ?,lblic 
and visitors are welcome. 'Ihe Board 
will meet at 7: 00 pn on April 4, May 2 
arrl June 6. Please note, these dates 
are subject to chan;Je. 
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TI'9 Black Havir County Conservation Bo.ard tn the provlalon of services and facilities to the 
public does not discrl•inate •a•lnat anyone on the basis of race, color. sex, creed, n.atlonal 
ortain, ••• or h.andicap. If anyone believes he or ahe Ma been subjected to such dtscrlmln•tlon, 
he or she .. y file • coapl.alnt allegtna diacr-laination vtth either the Black H..wk County 
Consv . 6d . or the Office of !qual Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of Inter-ior, Wa•hington, D.C. 20240. 
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