
,, 
'he Oak 

A Quarterly Newsletter of the 
Black Hawk County Conservation Board 

2410 West Lone Tree Road 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
Summer 1991 Vol. 10 No. 4 

Recycling involves 
more than separation and 
c\ 1rsion of a material 
f r:(m the waste stream. 
'lbere must be cost effec
tive methods for return
ing the recyclable back 
into a marketable prod
uct. At the present time 
there are a number of 
materials being actively 
recycled in this area. 
These include most met
als including tin cans, 
paper, cardboard, clear 
glass, some PEI' 1 and 
IOOSt IIDPE 2 plastics, as 
well as used motor oil. 
Businesses in the area 
are trying to develop 
markets and economical 
collection methods for 
other recyclable materi
als. 

There are a variety of 
recycling opportunities 
in Black Hawk County. 
~ Carton Conpany at 
1 -.e..:5 Dunkerton Road in 
Cedar Falls is accepting 
a number of items 
including: newsprint, 

high grade papers, card
board, IIDPE 2 plastic, 
clear container glass 
and netal cans. Weissman 
Industries, 1500 w. 
Airline Highway will 
accept netal cans and 
will pay for cans in 
quantity. R-Business 
Recyclers, 236-1344 will 
set up paper recycling 
for schools, office 
buildings and small 
businesses. 

Most full service gas 
stations will accept 
used noter oil. Jim 
Lind's Standard and 
Duffy's SUnoco are just 
two examples. Most sal
vage yards will l:uy lead 
acid (car, truck or mo
torcycle) batteries and 
most battery retailers 
will accept them. Many 
will pay you for recy
cling your battery. 

There are also sev
eral drop off points 
throughout the area. 
Columbus High School 
students have estab
lished a program for 
newspaper, cans, plastic 

and glass. '!be Waterloo 
Public Library will 
accept magazines. st. 
Luke's Episcopal Church 
has a recycling program 
in place, as do many 
other area churches. It 
is suggested that you 
confirm acceptability of 
materials and hours of 
operation before deliv
ering materials. 



On April 20, 1991, 
about 175 volunteers 
pulled on their work 
gloves and marched into 
the new 180 acre addition 
to Harbnan Reserve Na
ture Center (HRNC) • . By 
the em. of the day a total 
of 10.32 tons of garbage, 
9.77 tons of scrap iron 
arrl 346 tires had been 
ren¥:>Ved from the site by 
these volunteers! This 
clean up is the first step 
toward making this new 
addition a clean, safe 
addition to HRNC. 

The BHCCB wishes to 
thank the many groups, 
individuals and the fol
lowing sponsors for mak
~ this day a sucx::ess: 
Hawkeye Olapter of the 
Red cross, Sartori Hos
pital, Cedar Falls 
Walgreen, crystal Ice, 
Pepsi, Coke, and Mid
Continent Bottlers. A 
big congratulation to 
Tom caballero and 'fyler 
Green who used this clean 
up to canplete their 
eagle project. Thank You 
ALL! 
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When the Casey ' s Lake 
at Hickory Hills Park was 
created in the early 
1970's it offered clean 
water for swinuning and 
provided excellent fish
~. Since then the lake 
has been rapidly filling 
with silt. M.lch of . this 
silt is a result of soil 
erosion from farm fields 
within the watershed 
which drains into the 
lake. This additional 
silt has made the lake 
shallower, smaller and 
has reduced the quality 
of the water for recrea
tional purposes. 

The only way to pre
vent the lake from to
tally filling with silt 
was to reduce the aIOOUI1t 
of soil erosion in the 
lake's watershed. Re
cently, 48 acres of erod
ible larrl within the 
watershed of the lake was 
purchased by the Black 
Hawk County Conservation 
Board with monies from 
the Resource Enhancement 
and Protection (RFAP) 
fund. 

This new addition, 
which is located due 
north of the lake, will 
be taken out of rCM crop 
production and will be 
seeded to prairie 
grasses and other perma
nent covers. Protecting 
the soil on this new 
addition will go a long 
way toward extending the 
life of casey's Lake! 
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The Black Hawk Countv 
Conservation Board · 
(BHCCB) has leased the 
Depot, which is located 
in Gilbertville on the 
Cedar Valley Natur~ 
Trail, to a new conces
sionaire, Fred Wahl. Mr. 
Wahl, who lives in 
Gilbertville, will offer 
a variety of sandwiches, 
beverages am ice creams 
far sale. He is inter
ested in expanding his 
menu and services if 
there is enough support 
from trail users. 

The Depot will be open 
Tuesdays through Fridays 
(11 am to 5pn), Saturdays 
(8 am to 5 pn), Sun::Jays 
(noon to 5 pn) arrl far 
special requests at 
other hours. 
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Sproutings -
Nature Center News 

by Vern Fish 
Nature center Director 

For the past 17 years 
hundreds of youth ages 15-
18 have perfonned count
less construction and 
maintenance tasks at HRNC 
and other county parks as 
part of the Iowa Conserva
tion Corps (ICC) • They 
have maintained trails 
built bridges, ·constru~ted 
the amphitheater and 
spread miles of wood chips 

our trails. '!his year, 
· uCMever, the BHCCB did not 
receive the state grant 
which normally funds the 
ICC program. We will miss 
the tremendous work these 
yomig people have done 
for us! 

Without them we will
need your help· to maintain 
the HRNC trail system by 
hauling wood chips and 
trimmirg trees! If you or 
your group are looking for 
a service project please 
contact HRNC to arrange a 
work time. 

The Institute of Musemn 
Services, a branch of the 
federal government, has 
awarded HRNC a General 

~ ating SUpport grant of 
. __,.2 , 862 ! HRNC will use 
this one time grant to 
expand its level of service 
to the corranunity. 

As a part of our educa
tional mission HRNC offers 
internships to college 
students. These students 
help produce the many pro
grams offered by HRNC while 
gaining valuable job expe
rience. OUr spring intern, 
Don Jorgensen, is now 
headed for a two year co-op 
education position with 
the Corps of Engineers at 
Red Rock lake. 

Ericka Buchholz, Jeff 
Hagg and Brent seegers have 
started as our stnrmer in
terns. Ericka and Jeff are 
fran the UNI Biology De
partment while Brent at
tends North Dakota state at 
Bottineau. Christina 
Tjebkes, through the Smn
mer Youth Program, joins 
the HRNC staff as our main
tenance worker. We welcane 
the four new members of the 
HRNC team while wishing Don 
the best in his new posi
tion. 

HRNC has 50 fishing 
poles on loan fran the Iowa 
DNR to be used for educa
tional programs on fish
ing. ca.11 HRNC to reserve 
these poles for your group. 
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The Hartman Interpretive 
Center will be c.pen the 
following hours this stnn
mer: Monday through Thurs
day, 8:oo am to 4:Jo pn am 
SUmay, 1:00 to 5:00 pm. 
'!he Center will not be c.pen 
on Friday and Saturday. 
The Center will be closed 
for the following holi
days: Independence Day, 
July 4; am I..alx>r oay, 
Sept. 2, 1991. 

**Expo High for rebuilding 
the Willow Bridge. 
**The I.ntheran Brother
hood, #864 for blying and 
planting shrubs. 
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SOMMER FON FF.8'l'IVAL, Wed. 
June 5, 1-4 pm, Boys/Girls 
Club. All ages are in
vited. HRNC, Grout Museum, 
Boys/Girls Club, YWCA, 
Black Hawk County Exten
sion, Jesse Cosby Center, 
arrl others team up to bring 
you an afternoon of "SUMMER 
FUN. II 

GREEN DR'l'H ~ I- 'lhese 
Mormy programs at HRNC are 
for ages 6-9. Snack pro
vided. $2 fee per program. 

**BCX;S EYE VIEN- July 8, 
9:30-12 noon. See the 
world fran the eyes of a 
l::ug. Explore the forest, 
field arrl porrl to firrl 
insects. 

**FEATHERS AND FUR- July 
15, 9:30-12 noon. Look 
into the lives of birds arrl 
mannnals. Discover what 
stories they can tell. 

**REPI'ILIAN ADVENTURE
Aug. 5, 9:30-12 noon. Fran 
dinosaurs to Ninja 
Turtles, reptiles are 
everywhere. Come spend 
sane time with the real 
thing. 

GREDf DRTH <mm II- For 
ages 10-12. Bring your own 
sack lunch. 

**CULTURE SHOCK- July 16, 
17, 18, 8:30-12 noon. Dis
cover the secrets of our 
culture by what \tJe leave 
behirrl. We' 11 travel to 
different locations· in 
this three part program. 
Fee $6. 

**MINI EXPEDITIONS- July 
23, 24, 25, 9-12 noon. 
Explore the new addition to 
HRNC on day one by came. 
Day two \tJe' 11 use a map arrl 

cxmpass. Day three will be 
spent fishing and learning 
a1x>ut fish. Sign up for one 
or all three days. Fee $2/ 
day. 

GREEN EAR1'II GANG III- out
door adventure for ages 13-
15. 'lllese trips will take 
you to different places 
each time. $5 per trip. 

**CAVING- July 11, 8 am-5 
pm, Maquoketa caves. Bring 
your own lunch, shoes arrl 
clothes that can get cov
ered in mud, two flash
lights with fresh batter
ies arrl a change of 
clothes. 

**VOYAGING- Aug. 1, 9-12 
man. step back in time to 
explore our new larrl by 
came. Brirg a d'lan:Je of 
clothes arrl your own lunch 
or snacks. 

**ORIENTEERING- Aug. 15, 
8:30-12 noon. Using a map, 
oorrpass arrl your own wits 
you will explore the trails 
arrl poms of HRNC. Bring a 
chan:Je of clothes arrl sack 
lunch or snacks. 

&NIRO <XRPS- Aug. 6, 7, 8, 
9-3 pn. High school stu
dents can take an in-depth 
look at enviromnental 
careers. Meet profession
als in the outdoor field 
arrl visit a variety of fa
cilities. Bring your own 
lunch. $10 fee. 

The following exhibits 
will be on display at HRNC: 

**Iowa's wetland Heritage, 
June 9-July 15. 
**A Magnificent Diversity 
of Life, July 15-Sept 1. 
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1991 CCtiCER'l' smms- leave 
your lawn chairs, picnic 
baskets and blankets with 
the ranger from 4-4:30 to 
be transported to the con
cert site. '!hen walk or 
ride 3.5 miles south of 
McFarlane Park, on the 
Cedar Valley Nature Trail 
to "Buzzard's Glory 
Quarry." For complete 
information call 266-6813. 

**AIMA IOWANA- Sat. June 8, 
5-6 pn. Fblk music of the 
Andes Mountain region of 
South America is the spe- l 
cialty of this musical 
group. 

**CARILIDN BRASS- Sat. 
July 13, 5-6 pn. '!his brass 
quintet features classical 
music for your trail riding 
(resting) enjoyment. 

**UNITUBA QUARTEI'- Sat. 
Aug. 10, 5-6 pn. If yru 
like to hear music fran 
Bach to the Beatles come 
listen to the UNI'IUBA quar
tet. 

**OON BRIO OONSORI'- Sat. 
Sept. 14, 5-6 pn. Classi
cal music will ring out 
along the trail when this 
woodwind quintet begins to 
play. 

KGAN BID RIDE- June 21, 
22. Ride fran Cedar Rapids 
to Waterloo, camp over
night arrl then return to 
C.R. 



PCtm CAK>EIHr J\.llle 11, 18, 
25. Explore the po:rrls of 
HRNC by canoe. Reserva
tions required, basic in
struction provided, $5 
fee. 

RIVER CAR>E TRIPS- J\.llle 12, 
26, July 17, Aug. 2, 1-5 pn. 
canoe from 'lhunder Woman 
Park to Black Hawk Park. 
Shuttle provided between 
start am take rut. canoe 
rental $10/ canoe. 

CAH:>E CLMISES- learn the 
basics of canoeirg durirg a 
three hour minicourse on: 
June 13, 5-8 pn. June 15, 
9 am-12 :nocn. June 27, 5-8 
pn. June 29, 9 am-12 IlCX)n. 
Registration fee: $8/ 
person or $25/ group of 
four. 'lb register call the 
Red Cross at 234-8851. 

STURGIS FALIS CAK>E ~
SUn., J\.llle 30, 9:00 am-12 
noon. '!his 5 mile scaven
ger h\.lllt starts at Washirg
ton-Union Access and fin
ishes at the campgroum at 
Black Hawk Park. ca11 HRNC 
at 277-2187 to reserve a 
canoe and receive rules. 
$10 entcy fee. 

The Hartman Interpretive 
Center will be open fran 1-
5 pm. Special programs 
will begin at 2: 00 pn. At 
3:00 a naturalist will feed 
the nature center animals. 
'Ihe cost is $1. 

CLOSE ENCOON'l'ERS OF THE 
WILD KIND- June 23. .Ask the 
Black Hawk Humane Society 
your wildlife questions. 
They' 11 brirg a wild animal 
as their special guest. 

WJmT'S WRCH3 WITH THIS 
TREE- July 7. Rick TagtCM, 
Director of the Waterloo 
Park Conunission, will shCM 
yru how to care for yrur 
tree. 

MYSTERIES OF THE TALKING 
S'laml- July 14. If you 
correctly answer the 
archeology mystery ques
tions yru may win a genuine 
artifact from Dr. Ken 
cutts, amateur archeolo
gist. 

BEES AND .t1EE1CEEP.ING- July 
21. Everyone will be ruzz
. irg when Dave Mader brirgs 
rut . a queen, her "WOrkers 
and drones. 

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE 
WILD KIND- July 28. 'Ihe 
Black Hawk Humane Society 
will return with a live 
animal. 

JOI' 'ID BE A VCUJNTEER IN OOR 
NM'IONS PARKS & FORESTS!
August 4. Betty Goettsch 
will share sane of her 
experiences building 
trails and bridges and 
answer your questions on 
hCM you can vol\.lllteer. 

MYSTERIES OF THE TALKING 
S'laml- Aug. 18. Repeat of 
July 14 program, see above. 
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CEDAR RIVER FEST- Sat. & 
SUn. I July 13, 14, Rotary 
Reserve. This year's river 
clean up will be July 13 an::l 
the music festival will be 
July 14. For 1rore infonna
tion call 235-9330. 

BERITMm MY- Sat., July 
20, 1-7 pm, Hickory Hills 
Park. Travel back in time 
to the 1800 IS• Make ~ 
fire popcorn, hand cranked 
ice cream, a corn husk doll 
or a hank of rcpe. Also 
wander through the encamp
ment of the TUrkeyfoot 
Iangrifles, listen to 
music, thrCM a buffalo 
chip, or play pioneer 
games. Brirg a t-shirt to 
silkscreen our new design. 

CEimR VALLEY WETLANDS 
ANNUM, BOG ROJ\ST- Sat. July 
27, 1-6:30 pm, Rotary Re
serve. A canoe trip down 
the Shell Rock River, hog 
roast, art auction and 
signed print all far a $20 
ticket. For 1rore infonna
tion call 266-6813. 

IalA <mME FAIR- Sat. & 
SUn., Aug. 24, 25, Black 
Hawk Park. 'lhe 6th edition 
will provide entertainment 
and learning experiences 
for the whole family. Sane 
of the highlights include: 
the Mesquakie Indians 
Woodland Drum Group; Dr. 
Ken Nordberg, an expert on 
white tail deer; Harbnan 
Kids Corner; Canine Fris
bee Contest; live music; 
hay rides; wildlife birgo; 
a wide variety of shootirg 
activities and the 3rd 
ANNUAL WILDLIFE & JIUN'l'Im 
PHC1ro ~. For 1rore 
information call 266-6813. 
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you CAN TE LL WHAT 
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How \TS MOUT\Jc 
LOOKS. SOME P\ERCE 
LlKE S'(\l..\NGE.S, SOME. 
sue..\< LIKE ST R.~WS 
OR SoA\< lAP 
LtQv.\DS L\KE A 
5PoNG-t1 AN'D 

OTHERS CR\..\~H 
lll<E A PUERS. 

EATS W\-tAT? . 



The Black Hawk County 
Conservation Board (BHCCB) 
was authorize:i by the 
people of the county at the 
general election in 1956, 
for the :prrpose of purchas
ing and developing land for 
parks, hunting and fishing 
access and other recrea
tional use within the 
county. currently the 
BHCCB manages over 6,000 
acres of land in Black 
Hawk, Buchanan and Tama 
counties. 

The Black Hawk County 
Conservation Board meet
ings are open to the ?,lblic 
and visitors are welcome. 
'Ihe Board is schedule:i to 
rreet at 7:00 pn on July 2, 
Aug. 1, an::l Sept. 5. Please 
note, these dates are sub
ject to change. 

City of Waterloo Print 
Shop 

R.S.V.P. 
Gary Wilcox 

Black Hawk Park 
2410 W. I.Dne Tree Rd. 
Ce:iar Falls, IA 50613 

(319) 266-6813 
Hrurs: M-F, 8 am to 4:30 

Hartman Reserve 
Nature center 

657 Reserve Drive 
Ce:iar Falls, IA 50613 

(319) 277-2187 
SUnuner Hours 

Halrs: M..Jlll, 8 am to 4:30 pn 
Sundays, 1 to 5 pm 

Closed: Fridays, Saturday 
& major holidays 

Trails open everyday sun
rise to sunset. 

I.Dcated at the intersectio 
of Greenwood Avenue and 
Timber Drive in Ce:iar 
Falls. 

Though the newsletter 
is available without sub
scription, your contribu
tion towards its publica
tion does help defray 
costs. 'Arr:{ donation is ap
preciate:i. Please let us 
know of any change of ad
dress. 

Harbnan Reserve Nature Center 
657 Reserve Drive 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
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The Black Hawk County Conservation Board in the provision of services and facilities to the 
public does not disc rimi nate against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, national 
origin, age or handicap, If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to such discrimina
tiou; he or she may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Black Hawk County 
Consv. Bd . or the Office of Equal Opportunity, US Dept . of Interior, Washington, DC 20240. 
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