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CAUSE OF CAROLINA RIOTS.

Crime, Insult and Corruption in Office
Were the Provocations of the
Outbreak Yesterday.

The bloodshed in Wilmington yesterday
was the culmination of a long series of
i praovoeniions and an epidemic of crime, the
, victims of which were respectable while
cltizens and the perpretrators blacks and

low whites.

Yesterday's riot was a parallel to the up-
rising of the citizens of New Orlenas a few
years ago, when they marched in a body to
the jail and shot to death o dozen or more
members of the Italian Mafia, The Mafia
had made war on society and the police,
‘though willing, were unable to suppress the
cut-throdts, When Chief Hennessy was
assassinated the best citizens assembled in
bypnd daylight anad ‘proceceded to the jail
without tho slightest attempt at disguise.

Just so has Wilmington been terrorized
by a eriminal elements of the blacks. The
negroes had control of the. city govern-
ment, not by virtue of election, but through
the connivance of the leg!slature and the
governor, Daniel Russell, who desired the
humiliation ' of ‘tho 'decent people among
whom he had lived-priof*to his-elevation.

The whites could have.controlled the city
government had’not the legislature forced
upon the people a new charter, which pro-
vided for the appointment of five members
of councll by the governor., These appoint-
ees were republicans, and that party hav-
Ing a majority on the board and -having
been vested with the power to eloct the
mayor and other city officers, ward politi-"

sMane wara ealantoend

The mayor and chief of police were white,

but the policemen and all the sanitary in.
spectors and most of the other appointees
were negroes. The potice had no control
over the criminal classes. Burglaries were
frequent and the citizens had to keep guns
in thelr homes for protectlon. When burg-
laries were reported to the police no ap-
parent effort was made to arrest the gullty
ones. One citizen captured a negro on the
street carrying articles which had been
stolen from the citizen's house several days
before. The police had been given a de-
seription of the articles stolen and the
prisoner stated that he had passed five
policemen with the plunder in his arms.
- Last winter a negro policeman entered
the store of a prominent merchant and
beat him unmercifully. The policeman sald
that the merchant had insulted his little
daughter. The merchant had waited on
her durlng the morning, and not having
what she wanted she went home. The ne-
gro rollceman was never pumsned.

White ladles an@ children were constant-
Iy annoyed and insulted when on the
streets, Country people were  especlal
marks of the negro boys, who followed
them and guyed them, .

‘This s one reason why so many farmers
went jnto Wiin:ington last night. They
iive long weited for an opportunity of
this Kind.

A ulatto, nomed Alex L, Maniy, was
editor of u uesro paper called The Record.
This paper was continually” stivring up
feeing among the blacks against the
whites, Manly was deputy register of
deeds of New Hanoyer county and had an
office in the courthouse. His newspaper
office was a square or ¢wo away.

On August 18th last, The Daily Record
- Fublished an editorial reflect'ng on the vir-
tue of the poor white women of the state,
Thish Ietter raised n storm of indignation
throughout all North Carolina, and ‘was
one of the things which helped on the
union of the whites over the state. Manty
took as ais text an address which Mrs,
Felton, of Cartersville, Ga., made on lynch-
ing before the State Agricultural Society.

Tho Constitution has given extracts from
this Infamous article and has referred to
it several times. It was sent broadcast
through North Carolina prior to the elee-
tlon as & campaign document, and it was
tremendously effective,

The editorial was as follows:

Mrs. Felton’s Speech.

“A Mrs, Felton, from Georgia, makes n
speech hefore the Agricultural Soc(etv‘ nlt
Tybee, Ga., in which she advocates lyneh-
ing as an extreme measure, Thilg woman
makes & strong plea for womanhood, and
if the alleged crimes of rape were half so
frequent as is ofttimes reported, hep plea
would Le worthy of constderation,

“Mrs, Felton, like many other so-called
Christlans, loses sight of the basic princl-
ple of the religion of Christ in her plea for
one class of people as against another., I1f
a missionary splrit is essential for the up-
Iifting of the poor white girls, why is {t?
The morals of the poor white people are
on a par with their colored nelghbors of
ke conditlons, and it any one‘doubts the
‘statement let him visit among them. The
whole lump needs to Le leavened by those
who profess so much religion ana showing
them that the preservation of virtue is an
iessential for the:life of ‘any people.

“Mrs, TFelton beging well, for she admits
that education will better protect girls on
the farm from the assaulter. This we ad-
mit and it should not be confined to the
“white any more than to the colored girls,
‘The papers are filled often with reports of
tapes of white women, and: the’subsequent
lynching "of the alleged rapists. - The edl-
tors pour forth volleys of aspersions
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s } negroes because of the few who
?“%ﬂ‘fn;é :élullty. If the papers and speakers
of the other race would condemn the com-
mission of crime bLecause it is crime and
not try to make it appear that the negroes
were the only criminals, they would find
thelr strongest allies {n the intelligent ne-
groes themselves, and together the whites
and blacks would rdot the evil out of both
races,

“We suggest that the whites guard their

women more closely, as Mrs, TFelton says,
thus giving no opportunity for the human
fiend, be he white orblack. You leave your
goods out of doors and then complain be-
cause they are taken away. Poor white
men are careless in the matter of protect-
ing their women, especially on farms.
They are careless of their conduct towarad
them and our experience among poor white
people In the country teaches us that the
women of that race are not any more par-
ticular in the :natter of clandestine meet-
“ings with colored men, than are the white
men with colored women. Meetings of this
kind 'go on for some time, until the wo-
man’s infatuation or the man's boldness
bring attention to them and the man is
lynched for rape. Every negro lynched is
called a ‘big, burly, black brute,’ when in
fact many of those who have thus heen
‘dealt with had white men for their fath-
erg, and were not only not ‘black’ and
‘burly,’ but were sufficlently attractive for
white girls of culture and refinement to
fall in love with them, as Is well known
to all. -

“Mrs, Felton must begin at the fountain
head,-if she wishes to purify the stream.

‘“Teach your men purity. Let virtue be
something more than an excuse for them

to {ntimidate anad torture a helyless people,
Tell your men that it Is no worse for a
black/man to be intimate with a white wo-
man than for a white man to be intimate
with a colored woman.

“You set yourscives down as a lot of
carping hypocrites; in fact, you cry aloud
for the virtue of your women, while yon
seek to destroy the morallty of ours. Don't
think ever that your women will remain
pure while you are debauching ours. You

20w the seed—the tharvest will come in due’

time,"

The publication set the state on fire. The
white ‘republicans and the poputist fusion-
Ists sa'v at once what a terrible Political
blunder had been made. The campaign
was just ‘opening .and the democrats had
pitched their fight on the recovery of the
state from negrn domination, declaring
that the lives, virtue and property. of the
people were at stale. :

Governor Russell and his henchmen im-
mediately " denounced the publieation, nd
they soon followed that up with the childish
assertion that Manly had been induced to
write the article by democrats, They suid
that it was a democratic dodge. That was
absolutely untrue, and the -declaration
fooled nn ore. ’

The white people of Wilmington were ex-
cited, and they talked of I¥nching Manly,
blllt thc negro pollcemen rallied to his sup-
port and “a meeting of colored ministers
passed resblutions recommending the editor
to the consideration of his people. The
negroes assembled around the newsvaper
office armed to defend it, and the whites
did not make pny attack, -

But all through the campaign they in-
wardly raged at the insults which had been

heaped upon them, and as the election
approached, the whites determined to win.
They had every reason to fear riots, and
they began to buy riflcs and rapid-fire guns,
It is said that so many rifles were ordered
from North Carolina that wholesale prices
were given te the purchasers,

Election day passed without a.coll!sion.
As The Constitution’s specials predicted,
the thorough preparations which had heen
made averted trouble. Riots do not accur
when expected. The colored voters voted
without let or ‘hindrances "o illustrate
their latitude, an ecye witness relates that
he saw a negro go to a box.and give the
nanje of George Harrls, There was no
such name on the book, and when he was
so informed, he said that his name was
George Purdy, and as that name did ap-
pear on the books, he‘wis allowed to vote
as George Purdy. -He was 4 repeater,

The postoffice, ~which was one point of
assembly yesterday for the mob, is on the
main street of the city and right in the
bysiness heart of the town. The leading
hotel is right across the street, and the
cotton compresses are not 100 yards distant.

During the latter hailf of Oztober em-
ployers began to tupn off thelr biaex labor,
There was a concerted movement to force
the blacks by peaceible means (o leave
the city, and a bureau was arganized to
secure white labor in place of the blacks.

The meeting at which the committee of
twenty-five was appointed was held pul-
licly on. the day after the election, and the
resolutions were signed by hundreds ot
prominent citizens, At that time it was
not thought that bloodshed would follow,
although all “who signed the resolutions
ordering -Manly out of the city and calling
on the negro administration to resign,
were prepared for trodble if it came,

The leadingbusiness and  professional
men of Wilmington hoped that bloodshed
would be prevented. They did not want the
peaceable, law-abiding,” Industrious black
men disturbed, but they -made  up their
minds to geét rid of the corrupt gang which
was in control of the city, ‘county and
federal oftices, .



