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First Nation Achievement

Joy is the author and illustrator of the Rhonda Rabblt Adventure Senes. The
books come with a fresh pack of crayons, text in both English and Cree, and
an assortment of other goodies. Joy is also the individual shareholder in
Eagle Publishing and an internet website - www.mikisiw.com

Joy Desjarlais

Gerald Durocher

Gerald earns his living one quarter at a time. He’s cleaning up with his coin-
operated car wash and laundromat. A former First Nations chief, Durocher
found the skills he acquired as chief transfer well from politics to business.
“The rewards at the end of the day beat punching a time clock, hands down!”

Jeff is president of T-P Technologies Inc., the only aboriginally owned com-
puter company of its kind in the province. They provide a host of consulting
services, technical support, web page and software developement, network
management and much more.

Jeff Cappo

Tashas passion for producmg documentanes and exploring her aboriginal roots
were the motivation behind Thursday Night Productions, a film company which
she started on the Muskeg Lake First Nation. Documentary film making will
take her many places but her aboriginal roots remain here in Saskatchewan.

Listen for Seeds of Success vignettes on RAWLCO GOIDENWBI
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Indian Outlook

SASKATCHEWAN’S FIRST NATIONS CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 1 & 2, 2002

Co-Ed Slo-Pitch Tournament
North Battleford Civic Centre
North Battleford, SK

Garth Geddes (306) 386 - 2727 work

une 3, 2002,
S.LN. Post Secondary Coordinators Fm'um
Radlsson Hotel Saskatoon, Sk~
S th (306) 790

June 20 & 21, 2002

S.LE.C. 24th Annual Pow-wow
University of Regina Campus Regina, Sask.
Mindy Lera (306) 546 - 8407

June 20, 2002

Yorkton Tribal Council 12th Annual
Friendly Golf Tournament

York Lake Golf & Country Club

(306) 782 - 3644

June 21, 2002

M.L.T.C. Sports & Youth Fundraiser Golf
Tournament

Meadow Lake Golf Club Meadow I.ake, Sask.

Vern Bachiu, Gordon Iron or Coleman Carey

(306) 236 - 5654

June 21 - 23, 2002

Poundmaker Pow-wow 2002
Poundmaker First Nation

Alanna Tootoosis (306) 398 - 0014
Celeste Tootoosis (306) 398 - 2949

 June 21 - 23, 2002

Sakimay Pow Wow
5 miles North of Grenfell, SK
Greg Rainville (306) 697 - 2831

June 22 & 23, 2002
Red Earth Cree Nation 16th Annual Golf
Tournament

. Kachur’s Country Club Prince Albert, SK
Cyril Head (306) 768 -3155

Edwin Whitehead (306) 768 - 2108

June 25 - 27,2002

National Denesuline Economic Symposium
& Trade Show

PA. Inn & Banquet & Convention Centre

Prince Albert, SK

Cheryl Maurice (306) 763 - 9071

~ Rhonda Gordon (306) 953 - 7234

June 26 - 28, 2002

Native Parenting and Relationships
Conference

Alburquerque, New Mexico, USA

Jillene Joseph, NHI Director (503) 666 - 7669

June 28, 2002

4th Annual Corporate Circle Golf
Tournment

Willows Golf and Country Club

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Debbie: (306) 956-6921

June 28, 2002

St. Philips Rangers Jr. B Hockey Club
Individual Celebrity Golf Tournament

York Lake Golf & Country Club Yorkton, SK

Daryl (306) 542 - 4017

June 29, 2002

St. Philips Rangers Jr. B Hockey Club
Celebrity Texas Scramble & Celebrity
Auction

York Lake Golf & Country Club Yorkton, SK

Daryl (306) 542 - 4017

June 29 & 30, 2002

2002 Ladies Fastball Championships &
Men’s Warm up Fastball Tournament

York Lake Ball Park Yorkton, SK

Atlene Morris (306) 835 - 2244 or

Catherine Morris (306) 525 - 0482

June 29 - July 1, 2002

2nd Annual Can-Am Native Co-Ed Slow-
pitch Challenge

Little Mountain Sportsplex Winnipeg, MB

Contact: Steve Landon (204) 779 - 0604

evenings (204) 989 - 7115 days

July 3 - 6, 2002

Provincial Elders Indigenous Knowledge
Curriculum Gathering

Amisk Adventures Site Sturgeon Lake, SK

Julia / Randy Johnston (306) 953 - 7200

July 5, 2002

S.II.T. Scholarship Annual Golf
Tournament

Willows Golf & Country Club Saskatoon, SK

Dennis Esperance or Deanna Bear

(3006) 244 - 4444

July 5 -7, 2002
2002 White Bear Celebration Carlyle, SK
Josh Kakakaway (306) 577 - 4383

July 6 & 7, 2002

LaPlante Ranch All Indian Rodeo
Moosomin First Nation Cochin, SK
Sonya Taypotat (306) 546 - 2477 or
Curtis Taypotat (306) 789 - 4494

July 12 -14, 2002

Moosomin First Nation Competmon
Pow-wow

Moosomin First Nation, Saskatchewan

Lena Kahpeaysewat

1-800-252-4977

July 12 -14, 2002

One Arrow 2nd Annual Traditional Pow-
wow

One Arrow First Nation Bellevue, SK

(306) 423 - 5900

July 19 - 21, 2002

One Arrow Rodeo Days

One Arrow First Nation Bellevue, SK
(306) 423 - 5900

July 19 - 21, 2002

Aboriginal Youth Fastball Championships
Prime Minister’s Park Prince Albert, SK
Gerald Whitehead

(306) 752 - 3403

July 26 - 28, 2002

Touchwood Agency Pow-wow
Kawacatoose First Nation #88
Stanley Asapace (306) 835 - 2182

July 27 - Aug. 4, 2002

North American Indigenous Games

Team Saskatchewan Chef de Mission Lorna
Arcard (306) 667-1874

SIFC Convocation 2002 Held in
Regina, Saskatchewan
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FIRST NATION VETERANS “SALTY” FOR BATTLE

Saskatchewan First Nation Veterans Association Update

First Nation Veteran’s battle cry echoes
throughout Parliament Hill and the Prime
Minister’s Office. First Nation Veterans and
their spouses will form ranks and prepare to
put an end to a battle with the federal gov-
ernment over a much-anticipated recognition
and compensation package for those who
served in World War IT and Korea.

“First Nation Veterans across the country
are frustrated and fed up with the federal
government and its lack of action to settle
this terrible injustice experienced by our peo-
ple who sacrificed so much for this country.
Our Veterans are “salty” for a battle,”
Saskatchewan TFirst Nations Veterans
Association (SENVA) Grand Chief Howard
Anderson said.

FSIN Chief Perry Bellegarde, who is
responsible for the Veterans portfolio both in
Saskatchewan and nationally, took the First
Nations Veteran’s compensation issue up
directly with Prime Minister Chretien during
a meeting with the PM on Friday May 31st.

“The Prime Minister, after listening to our
concerns informed me that he personally
supports a recognition and compensation
package for our First Nation Veterans. The
issue however seems to be the level of com-
pensation or in other words “money” and
where Ottawa is going to find the resources
necessary to adequately compensate our
Veterans,” Chief Bellegarde said.

4 : =
Tony Cote and Grand Chief Howard Anderson of the Saskatchewan First Nation Velerans’ Association with Chief
Perry Bellegarde, FSIN on the Hill.

The Chief says that as far as he is con-
cerned, the Veterans file has now been ele-
vated to the Prime Minister’s Office and he
will continue to do what ever is necessary to
pressure the federal government into acting
as soon as possible to settle on a compensa-
tion package with First Nation Veterans
across Canada.

The SENVA took the lead role across the
nation along with FSIN Chief Perry
Bellegrade to negotiate a recognition and
compensation package for all First Nation
Veterans in Canada who served during the
Korea and Second World War. Upon return-
ing from service after these conflicts, First
Nation Veterans did not receive the same
level of compensation and recognition that
their white brothers and sisters received. The
IFSIN together with the Assembly of First
Nations and the federal government estab-
lished a National Roundtable on First
Nations Veterans’ issues neatly two years ago
aimed at resolving the issue. In April of
2001, the Roundtable Committee submitted
its report “A Search for Equity” to the feder-
al government recommending a specific
recognition and compensation package for
First Nations Veterans.

According to the legal counsel, economist
and futurist hired by the First Nations
Veterans, Veteran
(or spouse/widow) who fought in battle
should receive approximately $425,000 in

each surviving
e

compensation. A department of Veteran’s
Affairs economist however pegged the esti-
mated compensation for each Veteran at
$125,000.

“There appears to be absolutely no dis-
agreement from the federal government that
our First Nation Veterans were not treated
fairly, in fact they were treated dishonorably.
The real snag appears to be how much
should our Veterans receive and where will
the money come from,” Chief Bellegarde
said.

Grand Chief Howard Anderson says that
the SENVA is prepared to recommend to its
members that the Veterans re-instate its law-
suit against the federal government. He will
make that recommendation at an upcoming
Veterans conference being held in Saskatoon
on June 6, 2002 (D-Day).

“It is very likely that our statement of
claim against the federal government on
behalf of all Veterans across Canada will be
reinstated. We had hoped to negotiate a
compensation package in honour and good
faith, but we are so frustrated that we feel we
have no choice but to take this battle to the
courts,” Grand Chief Anderson said.

Chief Bellegarde is hoping the Prime
Minister has taken the issue seriously enough
to directly intervene and ensure First Nation
Veterans are treated with the respect and
honour they richly deserve.

“We fully expect to win this battle for our
Veterans so that they may finally take their
rightful place in Canadian history.” %ﬁ

%

Majority of Veterans awaiting compensation are an
average age of 80. Photo below is Veteran Peter Bird,
Montreal Lake First Nations
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WINTER GAMES HOSTED BY KEESEESOOSE FIRST NATION

2002 Sakatchewan First Nation Winter Games

involvement in sport, culture, and recreation. Participating teams are
from First Nations within Saskatchewan. The founding objectives of
the games are still met today as the event continues to promote
healthy lifestyles, solidifies the athletic base of First Nation youth and
increase public support and awareness of First Nation athletes.

“It is through events such as these Games that we begin to change
the attitudes and perceptions of our youth. This is their
opportunity to make an impact and to let them know that they are an

(continued on page 6)

2002 Overall Ch

: Foa. :
Atoms Boys - Yorkton Tribal Council and Meadow Lake Tribal Council.

Approximately 2600 First Nation Athletes ranging in ages 10 to 17
competed 2002 Saskatchewan First Nation Winter Games at the
Keeseekoose First Nation. The games were held in various locations
throughout the Keeseekoose First Nation, Cote First Nations and the
town of Kamsack.

“It is for our youth that we expend the many hours planning this
week-long event. Our future depends on building a strong founda-
tion for our young people. The games give them an opportunity to
showcase their talents as they represent their communities.... It is
through events such as these that our youth gain the self-esteem they
need to excel later in life,”
said Chief Ted o s ; ;
Quewezanee  of  the “It is for our youth that we expend the many hours planning this

I\t}“;z‘\gifqtrclézsjstﬁit week-long event. Our future depends on building a strong foundation for
el Winter Caums ONF young people. The games give them an opportunity to showcase their
o Al M-t talents as they represent their communities....”
Saskatchewan to address

betee e ;7
tiuiigsd. i promhinis Huil - Chief Ted Quewezance
Keeseekoose First Nation

Canadian Women’s Hockey Gold Medalist, Dana Antal with Winter Game
Participants '
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Winter Games Hosted by Keeseekoose First Nation

(continued from page 5)

integral part of their First Nation. It gives them a sense of accom-
plishment as people from across Saskatchewan take the time to watch
them participate and try their utmost during competition,” says
Henry Keshane, Keeseekoose’s Games Coordinator.

The games were once again divided into two parts to accommo-
date the large amount of participants. The first half of the games
officially began on Saturday March 30, 2002 and wrapped up on
Monday April 1, 2002. The registration for the second half began on

Tuesday April 2, 2002.

o

SO

Closing ceremonies followed the Midget hockey final Friday April
6th at the Keeseekoose Arena. Organizer presented the final medal
presentation and the most coveted Overall Team Champions, which
went to the Meadow Lake Tribal Council. A new award was added to
this year’s presentations the “Tony Cote Award”. This award
recognized the most improved team - the Battlefords Tribal Council.

PROGRAM BENEFITS COMMUNITY HEALING

Waterhen First Nation Residential School Survivors Program

There is a tremendous amount of Indian
children who have gone to Saskatchewan
Indian residential schools in the past.
Waterhen Lake First Nation has the number
standing at approximately two hundred and
fifty. A variety of abuses and injustices arose
from the schools and continue to have an
affect on the lives of people in the First
Nation.

The Residential  School — Survivors
Program is situated on the Waterhen Lake
First Nation. Its services exist primarily to
provide healing initiatives to those who have
gone to the schools and those who suffer
from inter-generational effects as a result of
parents who attended the schools. Armand
Fiddler, program coordinator of Residential
School Survivors Program and band coun-
selor, explains how the program was started
in November of 1999. “I heard the
Aboriginal Healing Foundation had 350 mil-
lion set out for residential school survivors.
As soon as I heard this I applied for it, sub-
mitted a proposal, and it was accepted. We
were one of the first bands to have this kind
of program. I saw the need for something
like this because there were 250 survivors in

Waterhen who attended one of the Beauval,
Duck Lake, Onion Lake, and Delmas resi-
dential schools in our area.”

The purpose of the program is to heal
people from the trauma of residential
schools. Fiddler explains that they incorpo-
rate healing in their program by encouraging
people to start talking about abuse, “bringing
it out, then dealing with it and trying to help
them cope with life after talking. Also to cre-
ate a better situation for the younger people
whose parents were students in residential
schools”. The Residential School Survivors
Program carries out its purpose by providing
healing programs and services to the people
in the reserve. Some of those services
include workshops, attending healing confer-
ences, therapy sessions, sporting events, old
time dances, karaoke nights, and sponsoring
community events like powwows, round-
dances, and Sundances. Their program also
holds one community round dance and feast
a year.

Those who work in the program include a
program coordinator, program manager,
holistic counselor, researcher, and adminis-
trative/financial manager. The program

by Christine Fiddler

coordinator overlooks and ensures program
progression, while the program manager
writes the reviews and proposals for submis-
sion to the Aboriginal Healing Foundation.
The holistic counselor is available for those
who want counseling, the researcher devel-
ops newsletters and compiles information on
survivors, and the administrative/financial
manager carries out administrative and finan-
cial duties. There are also two elders who
work as casuals to advise on concerns of the
staff and initiate traditional counseling. The
Residential School Survivors board consists
of elders and residential school survivors
who meet to discuss the program and work
on their healing, with the healing done
through talking circles and personal develop-
ment sessions.

Those who run the program want to see it
continue to help more people. “We hope to
get the people to work together. To get us out
of the systematic thinking of Indian Affairs.
To believe in ourselves and have self-confi-
dence, so we will be able to make our own
decisions. To be strong.” %iz

=
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CORPORATE CIRCLE MEMBERS:

Alliance Pipelines
Cameco Corporation

Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers
CHIP Hospitality
Clifon Associates Ltd.
Crown Investments Corporation
Crown Life Insurance Company

DirectWest . . .
Enbricge Pipelne Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations

Farm Credit Corporation Canada o
Federated Co-operatives Lid. Corp Orate Clrc e
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian

Nations

First Nations Bank of Canada UPC Omlng Events

Foothills Pipeline For More Information About the Events
GE Canada Contact FSIN Corporate Circle
Harvard Developments Ltd. Phone (306) 9566921
Hitachi Canadian Industries Ltd. Fax (306) 955-0954
KPMG LLP Or Visit Our Website: .
Meyers, Norris, Penny Chartered wwvv.corporafec:rcle.ca
Accountants

Millar Western Pulp (Meadow Lake] Lid. Corporate Circle On-line Job Site

Mitchell’s Gourmet Foods O fﬁ ci ?11 I.aun Ch
Nelson Lumber

Nu-Fab Building Products Ltd. SIIT Building 229 4th Ave S,

Rawlco Radio Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Saskatoon Regional Economic Wednesday June 26, 2002

10:00 am

Open to Aboriginal Students, Graduates, Professionals, Tradesperson, Employers, Media and

Corporate Circle Members. Check out the site at www.corporatecircle .ca

Development Authority Inc
Saskatchewan Construction
Association Ltd.
Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority

Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming 4th Annual Corporate Circle
Saskmch:;z’:mem e Network Golf Tournament
SaskEnergy Willow’s Golf and Counfr%/ Club

SaskFerco Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
SaskPower Fridcny, June 28, 2002

SaskTel 11:00 a.m. Registration, 12:45 Shot Gun Start

SIAST Corporate Circle Members, Saskatchewan First Nation Leadership, Business, Education and

Training groups and Aboriginal Associations who would like to come out and network
Tron Power

Turtle Island Financial Corporation

UM.A. Engineering \X/cstexn Canadian First Nations Business

S Procurement Conference
University of Saskatchewan
Wascana Energy Inc. . Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Weyerhaeuser Canada June 17 - 19, 2002
Yanke Transfer , - Radission Hotel

SIT, INAC, Aboriginal Business, and Western Economic Diversification
s designed to bring government agencies and First Naions business

Co CHARRSs n :
promote the opportunities for increased procurement processes.

Chief Perry Bellegarde,
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations

Mark Olson
President Radio Rawlco

x: (306) 955-0954




ABORKHNALGRADUAﬂﬂSHONOUREDATBANQUET

University of Saskatchewan College of Arts and Science First Aboriginal Honourary Banquet

Giant-sized dream catchers adorned the
walls and a pendleton blanket covered the
podium. The first ever honoring banquet for
Aboriginal University of Saskatchewan
students took place on the evening of May
18, 2002 at the Saskatoon Inn.

As one of the graduates being honored 1
arrived not really knowing what was expected
of me, but everything fell into place as the
evening progressed. My first impression was
that I would simply have to sit at the table of
eight reserved for myself and my guests that
night and listen to the entertainment. Was I
in for a surprise. I arrived at the Saskatoon
Inn a little late, just before the Grand Entry
was to take place, and was slightly unaware of
what was going on.

I took a seat with my family and guests
and watched as the Grand Entry procession
milled into the banquet room to an honor
song played by the Wanuskewin drum group.
The grand entry that entered the room was
led by veterans and other respected elders,
who carried flagstaffs and walked at the slow
pace suited to the honor song. I thought how
exceptional it was for those people to be
honored when T started to see familiar faces
from the university campus. I was wondering
what those students had accomplished to be
honored in that way when I realized they
were the Aboriginal students graduating and
I was supposed to be walking along with
them. I started to panic a little, but calmed
down when the honor song was finished and
I was able to take my place in the line of
graduates standing where everyone could see
them. I was soon to realize that I was not the
only one who was nervous. A respected elder
from Whitecap, Maria Linklator, said the
opening prayer in the Cree language.
Linklator is one of the elders who comes to
the university once a week to be available for
counseling to Aboriginal students. Her
involvement in the banquet ceremony was
suitable, as she is well known by most of the
students. The graduates stood side by side
and waited to be commended as applause
was bestowed upon each one of them.

The buffet dinner was then served and
everyone ate while listening to the musical
interlude of Joseph Naytowhow. Who is bet-
ter known as Nikamo, which means ‘sing’ in
the Cree language. He started with some
jokes and sang some Indian songs with his

(continued on page 10)

by Christine Fiddler

2002 U of S College of Arts and Science Graduates

FIRST NATIONS BANK
|

THE FIRsT NATIONsS BANK OF CANADA WAS

CREATED TO SERVE THE GROWING NEEDS OF

CANADA's ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY.

We proudly offer* a full range of:

* commercial deposit and loan products

* personal deposit and loan products

* term deposits, GIC’s and investments

¢ PC and telephone banking services

Visit any First Nations Bank of Canada or TD Canad Trust to open
your account with First Nations Bank of Canada today.

OR
For more information or to open an account, call toll-free

1-888-454-3622

FIRST NATIONS BANK An Affiliate of
[oF chvion]

224 Fourth Avenue South The Toronto Dominion Bank

Saskatoon, SK S7K 5M5

Phone: (306) 955-3622
Fax:  (306) 955-6811

*Some products and services are offered through TD Bank Financial Group, which means the Toronto-Dominion Bank
and its subsidiaries, which include TD Securities Inc. (TD Waterhouse Investor Services Canada Inc. and TD Evergreen
Investment Services), TD Asset Management Inc. and TD Trust Company. *Trade-mark of TD Bank.
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TEAM SASKATCHEWAN “STRIVE FOR FIVE”

North American Indigenous Games 2002

900 of Saskatchewan’s Finest Athletes are
preparing to compete in the North American
Indigenous Games (NAIG) in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, July 25 - August 4, 2002. NAIG
games are anticipating 2000 indigenous ath-
letes will come together and to compete at
this years games. NAIG has athlete compet-
ing from Canada, United States and South
American.

Team Saskatchewan began preparing last
year with the identification camps and now
all the athletes are in full swing. Athletes for
Team Saskatchewan have been selected,
register with the NAIG council and are
attending provincial training camps.

“In the 12-year history of the Indigenous
Games, Saskatchewan has proven that they
truly have the finest athletes. To-date
Saskatchewan has taken home the overall
champion title from four games,” said Lorna
Arcand, Chef de Mission for Team
Saskatchewan. “The team’s slogan - Strive
for Five, was an obvious choice.”

Team Saskatchewan has brought home
the title from Edmonton, Alberta -1990,
Prince  Albert, Saskatchewan -1993,
Minneapolis, Minnesota -1995, and in 1997
the last games were held in Victoria BC.

With a small grant from Sask Lotteries,
the FSIN Sport Culture and Recreation
department was able to hire a Team
Saskatchewan Chef de Mission, who is
responsible for the recruitment of volunteer
coordinators for each 'sports event in the

SPRING 2002

Team Saskatchewan’s Chairman of the Board, Vice-Chief Lindsay Cry,and Chef de Mission Lorna Arcand with

one of the NAIG founders, Willy Littlechild.

0 1993 1995 1
JERICAN IDIGENO!

AAMPION

Athlete Fashion Show Performers at the Team
Saskatchewan Gala Fundraiser April 24, 2002. held
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

games. The coordinators in turn are respon-
sible for the identification process for select-
ing coaches, athletes and chaperones. Camps
are set up in three regions of the province:
North, Central and South. Athletes are con-
sidered and identified by their level of skill,
attitude and behavior.

All identified athletes are invited to attend
final provincial camp, where the team for that
sport is selected. Team Saskatchewan only
covers the cost for the bantam to junior ath-
letes. The senior teams are included in the
process through a tournament style selection,
but must pay their own way to the games.
After final selections are completed, the
coaches and coordinators work with their
own athletes in developing a training plan.
FEach member of Team Saskatchewan is
encouraged to respect and participate as
consistently as possible.

Through the Code of Conduct that has
been developed over the last ten years Team
Saskatchewan is able to encourage healthy
lifestyles and nurture positive role models.
Athletes who break the rules of the code of
conduct run the risk of forfeiting their
position on the Team. During the games
Team Saskatchewan members receive the
benefit of a Elders Council to ensure balance
in their participation.

(continued on page 11)
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Aboriginal Students Honour at Banguet

(continued from page 8)

drum: some of those songs relaxing, others intense. After his per-
formance the guest speakers took their turn at the mike. Each of the
speakers was introduced by the master of ceremonies, Neal Macleod,
a host for the Crow Hop café in Regina and a university professor at
the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College.

Many of the guest speakers commented on their own university
experience and their expectations of Aboriginal university graduates.
These included Dean Ken Coates, university chancellor Tom Malloy,
university secretary Dr. Gordon Barnhart, Federation of
Saskatchewan Indian Nations representative Gerry Burton, Winona
Wheeler from SIFC, Sheila Pocha from Gabriel Dumont Institute,
and MLA Keith Goulet. After a moving speech about the increasing
number of Aboriginal graduates and the congruency of their repre-
sentation in society, keynote speaker Goulet received a standing ova-
tion.

The toasts were then made by the parents, students, faculty, post-
secondary counselors, and employers of the university. Two of the
graduates, Joseph and Steven Swan, president and vice president of
the Indigenous Student Council, were the target of a joke told by
their post-secondary coordinator, Carol Lafond, of Montreal Lake
Cree Nation. She explained a situation in which two students - - sup-
posedly Joseph and Steven - - missed their exam because of a late

night party. They went to the professor the next day and gave the
excuse of a flat tire. The professor gave them a chance on the condi-
tion that they sit in separate rooms. They looked at the exam question
and read “which tire was flat?”

The post-secondary counselors from some of the reserves made
presentations and chose to honor their students with gifts of money,
items and plaques. Traditional gifts were presented to some of the
students, including two star blankets and a pair of moccasins. The
presenters explained the significance of each gift. I was the one who
was presented with the moccasins. I was told, in Cree, I have come far
in my education but still have far to go in my journey ahead, and hav-
ing that gift would help me to take those steps forth.

Charlotte Ross, Aboriginal Advisor at the university and
organizer of the event, made the closing comments and gave a
farewell to the graduates. She gave thanks to everyone for helping her
with preparations and for attending the event. Everyone was invited
to the dance afterward. It was a very memorable experience for the
graduates. For myself, it was an honour. %

>
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Team Saskatchewan “Strive for Five”

(continued from page 9)

Although the team and athlete develop-
ment is a major focus, Team Saskatchewan
must concentrate a lot of effort towards
fundraising. Team Saskatchewan’s Gala
Dinner served as the Team’s major fundrais-
er. However Team Saskatchewan firmly
relies on Major Corporate Sponsors which
are:

the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations, the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming
Authority, SaskTel, Indian and Northern
Affairs Canada (Saskatchewan Region), and
the Province of Saskatchewan. Equally
important to the Team’s successful develop-
ment are the Mission staff and all the volun-
teers. After all Team Saskatchewan sent
approximately 900 athletes who will all
compete the 2002 NAIG.

“I encourage and welcome any support as
Team Saskatchewan’s ‘Strive for Five’ at the
2002 North American Indigenous Games”
said Federation of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations Fourth Vice-Chief Lindsay Cyr. Cyr
is the Vice-Chief responsible for Youth,
Sports, Culture and Recreation and Team
Saskatchewan Chairman.” %;iz

7

What the NAIG

represents

WINNIPEG

STRONG - BRAVE - TRUE

The NAIG motto is
“The Spirit - Strong, Brave,
and True.” The North
American Indigenous Games
is a realization of indigenous
people’s
collective potential of bodies,
minds, spirits and their
hopes and dreams.

Who’'s on Team
Saskatchewan?

With 900 athletes registered to
articipate it would be almost
impossible to look at everyone. So
here is a few random names taken
from Team Saskatchewan’s Elite
Athlete List:
Archery -

Athletics

Amy Fiddler, Waterhen First
Nation

Meagan Ahenakew-Boyer, Muskeg
Lake First Nation

Patrick Mitsuing, Makwa
Sahgaiehcan First Nation

4o N

Badminton
Laurel Flagel,

Basketball
Michael Linklater, Thunderchild
First Nation

Boxing

Dana Laframboise, Gordon First
Nation

Dexter Badger,

Canoeing

Golfing

Robin Sanky

Chatlie Favel, Kawacatoose First
Nation

Rifleshooting
Simon Bird

Softball

Courtney Esperance, Beardy’s and
Okemasis First Nation

Chris Bear

Soccer

Barret Greyeyes
Marvin Dreaver
Swimming
Krysia Przepriorka
Marlene Cloarec

Tae Kwon Do-

Volleyball
Cherish Francis, Nekaneet First
Nation

Sasha Johnasson
Amanda Magee,

Wrestling
Cody Souter
Jonathan Smith

Team Saskatchewan
Board

Chairman-

Vice-Chief Lindsay Cyr, FSIN
Chef de Mission - Lorna Arcand
Assistant Chef de Mission - Cara Arcand
NAIG Council Representative -
Eugene Arcand

Archery - Lester Herman
Athletics - Harry Lafond

Athletics - John Fitzgerald
Badminton - Dale Brown
Basketball - Mel Mercredi

Boxing - Norris Petit

Canoeing - Winston McKay

Golf - Lyle Daniels

Rifleshooting - Hall Greyeyes
Soccer - Brenda Ahenakew
Softball - Shirley Greyeyes-MacDonald
Swimming - Lana Bear

Tae Kwon Do - Kirk Sinclair
Volleyball - Larry Daniels
Wrestling - Shaun Soonias

Team Saskatchewan Mission Staff
Athlete Services - Annette Lonechild
Athletes Travel - Lorraine Delorme
Athletes Travel - Sharon Fiddler
Communications - Milt Burns

First Aid - Laura Anderson
Information Desk-Jeannie Pewapisconias
Information Desk - Judy Wasacase
Information Desk - Kim Burns
Information Desk - Mika Lafond
Media - Jocelyne Wasacase
Merchandise - Eva Lezotte

Office Manager - Carol Burns
Results - Gerald Bird

Results - Kevin Lung

Web Site - Mason Medinsynski

Web Site - Dustin Francis

CHECK OUT TEAM SASKATCHEWAN WEBSITE HOSTED AT WWW.FSIN.COM
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LEARNING ABOUT EARTH, WATER, AIR AND FIRE

FSIN Summer Science Festivals 2002

by Terrina Bellegarde

Last Year's participant at the FSIN Summer Science Camps.

The FSIN Sciences Program has a unique feature that distinguish-
es the FSIN summer science events from the rest through the theme,
“A Celebration of the four elements of Traditional and Western
Science: Earth + Water + Air + Fire”.

The FSIN Sciences program has re-shaped the Science Camps in
a festival style format promoting parental and community involve-
ment. The Science Festivals will travel into eight First Nations
communities including one rural (Watrous) and urban (Saskatoon)
community to deliver summer science events for the entite commu-
nity. The highlight of the Sciences Program is to host a 2-day FSIN
Special Needs Camp at Camp Easter Seals located just outside
Watrous, Saskatchewan.

The Sciences Program has embarked upon on an exciting new
venture by blending traditional science into the Summer Science
festival format through the themes of Climate Change, Biology and
Chemistry within their landscape that validates cultural knowledge as
a true science. This year the FSIN Science Resource Team has
extended partnerships with educational establishments such as the
Saskatchewan Science Center. Technical and scientific demonstra-
tions by our Sciences Program Resource Team, partnerships and
health and science professionals such as the Saskatchewan Science
Centre and SaskPower will showcase informational displays and
demonstrations.

This new approach is developed to encourage First Nations youth
to learn more about their environment and the topics related to
science as well as promote parental and community involvement. It is
crucial to have parental involvement in all aspects because most
parents, like the youth are intimidated by math and science.

SASKATCHEWAN iaSDiAL

This program is open for all youth across the province to come
and attend a festival within their area. The FSIN - Science Festivals
are unique in that it takes the university into the communities rather
than bringing students into major centers like the University of
Regina and Saskatchewan. Perhaps the most exceptional aspect about
the FSIN - Sciences Program is that partnerships with educational
organizations have been formed to provide First Nations youth with
more possibilities for personal development in shaping their future.

SPRING 2002



Earth Camp

Statistical evidence indicates that within the Saskatchewan labour
force there is a shortage of skilled and professionally trained First
Nations men and women to fill the many vacancies within the tech-
nology and science sector. In response to this need the Federation of
Saskatchewan Indian Nations’ Education and Training Secretatiat,
created the Sciences Program.

A priority of the Sciences Program was to develop and implement
the Mobile Science Camp and Summer Science Camp both designed
to promote math and science within and outside the classroom.
Support within the First Nation’s communities for this type of yearly
programming was overwhelming. It is a sad reality that most First
Nations communities lack the resources to deliver summer science
programs. First Nation’s youth yearn for the opportunity to attend a
summer event such as that offered by FSIN.

The Sciences Program have partnered with the followng provin-
cial educational and technical organizations to assist in the delivery of
the FSIN - Summer Science Festivals 2002:

Saskatchewan Science Centre

Saskatchewan Archeology Society

FSIN Science Resource Team

SIFC Science Department

Royal Saskatchewan Museum

Native Plant Society

Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative

Rawlco Radio Communications

SaskPower

SaskEnergy

Saskatchewan Climate Change

Project Wet
Program Background

Program Objective:

FSIN played a major role in being the first Aboriginal organization
to offer First Nations communities and youth an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a Science Camp format. The mandate of FSIN is to pro-
vide equal services and programs to all of the 74 First Nations and
subsequently has evolved to reflect the cultural diversity.

The aim of the Sciences Program is to promote and demystify
math and science. Specifically, the F'SIN - Sciences Program has six
main objectives

1. To promote an interest in Math and Sciences by offering expe-
riential learning activities for First Nations families within a healthy
safe environment. The combination of services offered by the part-
nerships formed will enhance the goals of the Sciences Program to
assist families and youth to overcome their apprehension of these
subject areas.

SPRING 2002

2. To honor and acknowledge Traditional Ecological Knowledge
as the foundation of prior learning that First Nations traditional
Elders and healers/faith keepers are the original scientists and science
teachers.

3. To encourage and stress the importance of retention and main-
tenance of a level of personal and academic excellence in order to
enter into post-secondary institutions.

4. To offer parents and youth an opportunity to network and par-
ticipate in the sharing of provincial educational resources.

5. To showcase First Nations technical and science professionals
as role models for the youth.

6. More importantly to offer First Nations youth the opportunity
to attend a provincial summer science event in their area which, they
might not otherwise have the chance due to their economic and social
circumstances.

FSIN Summer Science Festivals 2002:

Festival #1 EARTH Two Day Festival Honoring Physically Challenged
First Nation Youth

Dates: June 29th to 30th, 2002

Location: ‘Camp Easter Seals - Watrous, Saskatchewan

Participant: Grades 4 to 12 (Limit 20: 10 female, 10 male)

Festival #2 EARTH

Dates: {Ely 2, 2002

Location: leethanow School - Stanley Mission First Nation

Festival # 3 EARTH

Dates: uly 4, 2002

Location: ones Roberts Memorial Hall - I.a Ronge First Nation

Festival # 4 EARTH

Dates: _}Zly 9, 2002

Location: opahanakenum School - Flying Dust First Nation,

Meadow Lake, SK

WATE

Festival # 5 R
July 11, 2002

Dates:

Location: ‘Chief Poundmaker School - Poundmaker First Nation

Festival # 6 WATER

Dates: %uly 16, 2002

Location: askatoon Inner-City - White Buffalo Youth Lodge

Festival # 7 AIR

Dates: uly 18, 2002

Location: Muskoday School - Muskoday First Nation

Time: 10 am - 4 pm

Festival # 8 AIR

Dates: %uly 23, 2002 >

Location: tanding Buffalo School - Standing Buffalo Dakota
First Nation

Time: 10 am - 4 pm

Festival # 9 FIRE

Dates: July 25, 2002

Location: Cowessess Community Education Complex-

Cowessess First Nation

FIRE
{ul)’ 30, 2002
St. Phillips School- Keeseekoose First Nation

Festival # 10
Dates:
Location:

For more information please contact (306) 790-4125.
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FIRST NATIONS EXAMINES LAND POTENTIAL

FSIN First Nation Land Capability Project

As part of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN)
on-going work in assisting First Nations in increased participation in
the Agriculture, five First Nations were invited to participate in the
First Nations L.and Capability Project.

“I was very pleased to announce that the FSIN Economic
Development Commission was able to procure resources to initiate
five more studies per year for two more years. Several Saskatchewan
First Nation has been tentatively targeted for participation in this
projects,” said Vice-Chief Guy Lonechild.

Vice-Chief Lonechild Portfolio responsibilities included the FSIN
Economic and Community Development Commission. The com-
mission’s mandate fulfills advocacy, coordination and creation of eco-
nomic opportunities for Saskatchewan First Nations.

“The First Nation people of Saskatchewan are acquiring
significant acreage of agricultural land,” said the Vice Chief. “The
land will provide an economic base from which revenue and jobs will
be realized. As it stands now, 2.4 per cent of Saskatchewan farmland
belongs to First Nations.”

This land capability study will be implemented through a
partnership between the FSIN, Ducks Unlimited, and the Canadian
Adaptation and Rural Development Saskatchewan (CARDS)
Programs. The project examines current bands and their potential
TLE land resources in three categories:

1. Soil Audit - a detailed analysis of the land classifications and
capabilities for various agriculture usage.

2. Habitat Audit - a study of the lands which are suitable for
wildlife and/or conservation of plants and animals in support of
environmental protection and land stewardship.

3. Agriculture Usage - this component of the study examines a
broad range of potential uses for the land base including grains,
oilseeds, pulse crops, livestock, vegetables, irrigation, herbs/medi-
cines, and suggestions for possible value added agriculture initiatives
such as processing plants, feeder operations, etc.

Project Goals are to collect inventory of the agriculture and bio-
logical resources of participating bands, identify the agricultural and
wildlife (waterfowl, ungulate, and upland game bird) capabilities of
the lands and then develop Land Capability Maps for the First
Nations in the project.

Inventory of Agriculture Resources will provide the First Nation
with an agricultural soil capability inventory. This would be conduct-
ed by the University of Saskatchewan and the Saskatchewan Land
Resource Center.

Biological inventory of the lands in the project is being coordinat-
ed by the Saskatchewan Parkland Field Office of Ducks Unlimited
Canada.

Land Capability Map:

Soil Information + Water Fowl + Ungulates + Upland Game
Birds + Land Cover = Land Capability Map. This map would then
assist with the following areas:

- Identify land best suited for agriculture

- Identify land best suited to support wildlife

- Provide written report to each First Nation describing the Land
Capability Map with supporting agricultural and wildlife information

Last year the FSIN Agriculture Task Force coordinated three such
studies as “pilot projects” - the studies were prepared for Little Pine,

Beardy’s Okemasis, and Cowessess First Nations. These First Nations
have found these studies to be of great value in assisting them in
developing an agriculture strategy.

FSIN has been able to secure adequate resources with the help of
the study’s partners to initiate five more studies per year for at least
two more years. A Memorandum of Understanding will then be
signed with each First Nations. The MOU will outline study criteria
and resources specific to each band. At the end of the project’s term
approximately 13 bands will have completed the First Nations Land
Capability Project. Bands targeted for this project have been:

Pilot Projects (completed):
Little Pine First Nation
Beardy’s Okemasis First Nation
Cowessess First Nation

2002 (initiated):

Key First Nation

Ahtahkakoop First Nation
Kinistin First Nation

Piapot First Nation
Onion Lake First Nation

&
Sharing
Traditions

On behalf of the
Government of
Saskatchewan, I extend
best wishes to all First
* Nations and Me'tis people in
askatchewan and we celebrate

National Aboriginal Day, June 21 st.

National Aboriginal Day gives all people of Canada an
opportunity to celebrate the contributions of Aboriginal
people to our province and our country.

{ This years theme, "Sharing Traditions," highlights the
richness of Aboriginal culture and traditions...
and the promise of the future.

Congratulations to everyone involved
with National Aboriginal Day.

Chris Axworthy
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
S Saskatchewan
—’?/fff-"- Government
””“ Relations and
Aboriginal Affairs
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AN OLYMPIAN RAN HERE - AN ATHLETE STORY

Taking from Keith Davidson’s “ Looking Back Series”

On July 1, 1909, a new western Canadian
record for the five mile road race had been
set in Lloydminster. Competing for the
Mayberry Cup, one Alex DeCosta of
Edmonton had streaked over the course in
the amazing time of 27 minutes, 45 and 1/5
seconds.

It was true. The record had been broken.
The only mistake in the article was the
spelling of the name of the new record
holder.

The runner’s name was really Alex
Decoteau. He would go on to a brief but
spectacular career as a middle and long
distance runner.

Alex Decoteau

Alex was originally from the Red Pheasant
Reserve near Battleford. Born in 1887, he
attended the Battleford Indian Industrial
School. A good student, he excelled in soccer
and running. After finishing school, he
moved to Edmonton to work for his
brother-in-law, former Mountie David Latta,
in his machine shop.

He continued to pursue his love of
running. Competing as a member of the
Irish-Canadian Athletic Club, he soon was
winning every race he entered. The record he
set in Lloydminster set the stage for his
career as a runner.

Alex must have tired of the machine shop.
He applied to join the City Police force in
1911 and became the first aboriginal to serve
as one of Edmonton’s finest.

He did well in police work. Alex was one
of the first motorcycle policemen in the city
and was promoted to desk sergeant of the
South Side Police Station in 1914. He contin-
ued to compete under the colours of the
Edmonton Police Association.

A Remarkable Record

From 1909 until 1916, Alex competed in
every major and many minor running
competitions in western Canada.

On Christmas Day in 1910, on a snow
covered course, he set a record in the Calgary
Herald’s Annual 6 1/3 mile race. The time
was 34.19 and as far as one can tell, has never
been beaten.

The Calgary Herald’s race was a terror of
a run. The track was generally snow covered,
the weather did not always cooperate and

Alex: Decotean with Trophies. Police Museum and

Archives. Photographer unknown. City of  Edmonton
Archives EA-1594.

even vehicle traffic could be a problem. In
1915 one competitor was hit by a car and
could not finish the race.

Alex gained a lot of fans in 1910 with his
sportsmanship and deportment. His time
may have been even better had he not been
busy reminding auto drivers to get off the
course and give the boys behind him a
chance. As the reporter from the Herald said,
“Decoteau was a clean sport and proved to
be undoubtedly the best man in Alberta over
that distance.”  He went on to win the
Calgary race every time he entered. The
organizers were so impressed with his
performance that the cup was permanently
presented to Alex in 1915. It would be his last
win in Calgary.

An Olympian

The pinnacle of Alexs career came in
1912. Trying out for the Canadian Olympic
team in Montreal in the 10,000 metre race, he
was forced to withdraw with severe leg

Keith Davidson

cramping. Undaunted, Alex decided to try
the 5,000 metre competition.

He won easily but his time was not
considered good enough for the Olympics. A
runner named Chandler had just set a new
Canadian 5,000 metre record. Chandler had
won the 10,000 metre race and had not
entered the 5,000 metre event.

Another race was set up with Chandler
going against Alex. The two runners met and
Alex set a new Canadian record. Both
runners were soon off to Stockholm to
represent Canada in the Olympic Games.

As Alberta’s only athlete in the 1912
games, Alex met both success and failure. In
the first heat, Alex placed second. He was
assured a place in the final.

In the final, the early going looked good
for Alex. At the end of the fourth lap, he was
running in third place. Unfortunately for
Alex, when the race was over, he did not
finish in the top three.

It really mattered little. Alex was still
awarded an Olympic Merit Diploma and a
medal for his performance. In his red
Canadian sweater with the Maple Leaf inset
on the right breast, Alex arrived back in
Edmonton to a crowd of well-wishers. His
comment to the Journal was that, “I expect
to get back to work tomorrow and will keep
in training as I would like to compete at the
Dominion meet in Montreal next month and
also the two local meets.”

For the next four years, he won almost
every race he competed in.

In 1916, Alex joined the Canadian Army.
He was killed in France in 1917.

We Haven’t Forgotten

Alex certainly earned his place in
Canadian Sports History. His memory lives
on. He was elected to the Edmonton City
Police Hall of Fame and many of his medals,
cups and photos are on display there. He has
also been inducted to the Alberta Sports Hall
of Fame and just recently was also an
inductee into the Saskatchewan Sports Hall
of Fame as well.

Just as important to Alex’s memory was a
ceremony that was held on Red Pheasant
Reserve in August of 1985. Alex’s spirit was
guided home by a burial song from the
reserve’s singers and drummers and with

(continued on page 17)
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University of

SASKATC

SPECIAL ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT
ON ABORIGINAL INITIATIVES

The University of Saskatchewan is a publicly funded
institution established in 1907 and now has more than
18,500 degree students and 4500 employees. It has an
operating budget of approximately $255 million.
Total revenues from all sources exceed 3500 million,
and research funds total between $60 and $100 mil-
lion annually. It offers a full range of curricula, both
academic and professional, in thirteen colleges,
including the full range of health sciences.

The University of Saskatchewan is the home of the
Canadian Light Source, Synchrotron, the largest sci-
entific research project in Canada. The University is
recognized nationally as a leader in Aboriginal edu-
cation programs with a long track record in innova-
tive programs that include the Program of Legal
Studies for Aboriginal Peoples. The Indian Teacher
Education Programs, the Native Access Program to
Nursing, and the Department of Native Studies.

The University of Saskatchewan is seeking
a highly motivated person to fill the newly
created position of Special Advisor to the
president on Aboriginal Initiatives. The
successful candidate will take office at an
exciting time when:

e Aboriginal initiatives are prominent in
both public policy and university agendas;

* Population demographics continue to
demonstrate an increase of Aboriginal
people within the Province of Saskat-
chewan;

e The University of Saskatchewan has
identified meeting the needs of Aboriginal
peoples as one of its four major goals;

e The University of Saskatchewan is
determined to broaden its base of
Aboriginal  students, and increase
Aboriginal participation in faculty, stu-
dents, graduates and staff; and

e The University of Saskatchewan has
recently unveiled its strategic document A
Conceptual Framework for Aboriginal
Initiatives which describes six areas for
growth and development: Academic
Programs, Research Programs, Student
Affairs, Cultural Programs, Community
Outreach, and Coordination.

Reporting to the President, the Special
Advisor on Aboriginal Initiatives will be
responsible for working collaboratively
with senior administrators and program

heads towards the overall coordination and
promotion of Aboriginal initiatives on
campus. The successful candiate will
encourage the systematic development of
emerging projects and provide leadership
in establishing a strong network both with-
in the Aboriginal community and with
other post-secondary educational institu-
tions. The successful candidate’s primary
responsibility will be to move the
University’s Aboriginal initiatives for-
ward.

The successful candidate will be expected
to hold a bachelor’s degree and at least ten
years sustained employment experience in
a relevant field. In addition, the successful
candidate will possess a meaningful
personal sense of Indigineous identity and
a solid understanding of Aboriginal cul-
ture. This innovative administrator will
possess a well-established reputation
among First Nation communities and
organizations, including previous experi-
ence working in these settings at a variety
of levels. Candiates will have demonstrat-
ed the ability to collaborate with a board
community with varying levels of
knowledge about Aboriginal culture,
customs and traditions.

For additional information about the
University of Saskatchewan, visit the
University’s website: www.usask.ca. For
additional information about this position
see www.usask.ca/vpacademic/recruit-
ment.

To apply or nominate: Consideration
of applications and nominations will begin
on or about June 1, 2002, and the new
Special Advisor is expected to take office
September 1, 2002, or shortly thereafter
for a five-year term which may be renewed
by mutual agreement. Compensation will
be for persons at senior levels within the
University and commensurate with train-
ing and experience.

All inquiries regarding this position will be
treated in strict confidence and should be
directed to:

Peter Mackinnon, President
University of Saskatchewan

c/o Eileen Harvey

105 Administration Place
Saskatoon, SK S7N 5A2 Canada
Fax: (306) 975-1026

Email: eileen.harvey @usask.ca

The University of Saskatchewan is
committed to Employment Equity. This
position has been designated as an equity
position and preference will be given to
Aboriginal applicants in accordance with
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission
exemption A2071.
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Printinz
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Four Directions Printing Inc.

444 Quebec Street
Regina. Saskatchewan S4R 1K7

Ph:
Fax:

306) 721-1875
306) 721-1876

Email: fourdprinting@sasktel.net

Printing at it's best. Check us Out!

An Olympian Ran Here

(continued from page 15)

“Amazing Grace” from an Edmonton police piper. It was a good
thing,

We haven’t forgotten Alex. He was a true hero, a world-class ath-
lete and from all accounts, a first-class person. We can all relate to and
learn from someone like Alex.

Arxticle Sources:

1. Alex Decoteau Clipping File courtesy of the Edmonton City
Archives.
2. The Lloydminster Times, July 18, 1909.

A BRIEF AUTHOR BIO:

University of Saskatchewan and University of Regina graduate;
retired elementary school principal.

Freelance photo-journalist with over 130 historical articles
published.

Interested in the people and stories from our past that really
didn’t make it into the history texts that are used in our
schools.Always interested in humorous stories and photos from our
past that relate to events that most people would not be familiar

it o
with. ?i?

Is inviting articles, photographs, artwork
submission to:

SASKATCHEWAN
and letters from our readers. If éfou are
ATTENTION:

| = N
AL
interested, please call or forward your
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A

Va

c/o Federation of Saskatchewan
Indian Nations

Suite 200 -103 A Packham Avenue
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

S7TN 4K4

Phone (306) 665-1215
Fax (306) 665-0115
Email wasaj@fsin.com
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SISTER AND BROTHER DUEL ON NEW GROUNDS

First Nations Youths Wins Provincial Fencing Championships

Saturday March 9, 2002 was a great day
for two First Nations youth who are involved
in non-traditional sport. In the morning 13
year old Jamie Witchekan won the Under 17
Women’s Epee event, and in the afternoon
her 14 year old brother Kent won the Under

17 Men’s Saber competition at the
Saskatchewan Provincial Fencing
Championships held in Saskatoon. On

Sunday Kent went on to win a Bronze medal
in the Under 20 Men’s Saber event, while
Jamie won a Silver medal in the Under 20 and
a Bronze medal in the Senior Women’s Epee
events.

The brother and sister pair are recently
returned from outstanding performances at
the Calgary Open Fencing Championships,
where Kent won the Gold Medal in the
Under 17 and Bronze medal in the Senior
Men’s Saber. Jamie earned a Bronze medal in
the Under 17 Women’s Epee at the same
These aren’t flash in the pan results.
top the Under 17 rankings in

event.

Both,

Submission by Doug Brecht,

Saskatchewan and have done so throughout
the 2001-2002 season.

The Witchekan youth train at the Asquith
Garde Fencing Academy and have fenced
there for the past 5 years. Their coach, Doug
Brecht who works as an analyst for the
Saskatoon Police Service, says their parents,
Joe Abbot and Donna Witchekan, have

Jamie Wichekan and ber brother Kent Wichekan

really encouraged the two athletes and kept
them at it through the early development
years. This in a sport norm’lll\ dominated by
non-First Nations athletes.

Brecht went on to comment that Kent
and Jamie have a great future ahead of them.
They are already winning provincial champi-
onships and are making their presence felt on
the national scene. They are ready to take a
shot at getting on the Under 17 National
Team in 2003.

“If they make it they will be off to the
World Championships in Sicily. But first,
Kent and Jamie need to find sponsorship for
them so they can travel to the Canadian
National Championships in St. John New
Brunswick, this June.” That would be the
first step to qualify for the National Team.

If you are interested in finding out more
about qulc and Kent or want to sponsor
them please contact Doug Brecht of the
Asquith  Garde Fencing Academy at

(306) 975-8349 in Saskatoon. 5@
£
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Thank you to our
Sponsors:

Circle of Honour Eagle

Sponsor

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada -
Saskatchewan Region
Rawlco Radio

Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority

Gold Circle Sponsor

Four Directions Printing Inc.
Weyerhaeuser Canada, Saskatchewan
Division
Bronze Circle Sponsor

SaskEnergy

Sask Power
Circle of Honour

Friends

SaskFerco

l*l Indian and Northern
Affairs Canada
Saskatchewan Region

North Central District

Affaires indiennes
et du Nord Canada

Région de la Saskatchewan
District nord-central
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Saskatchewan First Nations

CIRCLE OF HONOUK

Tuesday June 4th, 2002
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

CONGRATULATION TO THE 2002
SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATIONS
CIRCLE OF HONOUR RECIPIENTS:

EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

Students Grade 7-12

Extra Curricula/Community Involvement Bryce Isbister, Ahtahkakoop First Nation

Athletic Excellence Charlie Favel, Kawacatoose First Nation

Academic/Scholastic Achievement - Male Evan Williams, Ahtahkakoop First Nation
Academic/Scholastic Achievement - Female Kirstin Catarat, Buffalo River Dene Nation
Teacher/Instructor/ Administrators

Support Staff/Para-Professionals Witchekan Lake School Support Staff

Grades K-12 Sara Morin, Big River First Nation

Administrators Helen Ben, Makwa Sahgaiehcan First Nation

Post Secondary Earl Justin Paul, One Arrow First Nation

Language Instructors Helen Garvin-McDermott, Red Earth Cree Nation

First Nation Innovation Brenda J. Norman, Flying Dust First Nation

Students Post Secondary

Technical/Trades Leeanna Wuttunee, Red Pheasant First Nation

Teacher Education Program Sheena MclIntyre, English River First Nation

Liberal Arts Michelle Blackmon, Canoe Lake First Nation

Administrators Gerald Wright, Moosomin First Nation

Professional Studies Jason Albert, Sweetgrass First Nation

Science Terrina Bellegarde, Carry the Kettle First Nation

Honour Program Sheldon Wuttunee, Red Pheasant First Nation

Sports, Culture, Youth and Recreation

Founder Saskatchewan Native Theatre Company, Donna Heimbecker/Kennetch Charlette
Volunteer Judy Piney, Peepeekisis First Nation

Coach Mel Mercredi, Black Lake First Nation

Team Beardy’s Midget AAA Blackhawks

Athlete-Amateur Donald Carrier, Piapot First Nation

Athlete-Professional Tim Mocassin, Saulteaux First Nation

HEALTH AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Healing and Policy Initiative - Community YT'C Mental Health Services Community Response Team
Healing and Policy Initiative - Individual Matgaret Bear, Ochapowace First Nation

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Community Development Initiative Muskoday First Nation, Volunteer Fire Department

First Nation Business Cree-Way Gas and Confectionery, Muskeg Lake Cree Nation

First Nation Businessperson Chief Ted Quewezance, Keeseekoose First Nation

JUSTICE COMMISSION

First Nation Justice Initiative - Community Monica Gardipie, SADD Beardy’s/Okemasis First Nation
First Nation Justice Initiative - Individual Winston Walkingbear, Thunderchild First Nation
LAND AND RESOURCE COMMISSION

Environmental Respect - Community Sturgeon Lake First Nation

Environmental Respect - Individual Terrance Lewis, Pelican Lake First Nation

Environmental Protection - Community Lac La Ronge Indian Band - Fire Protection Service Crew
INDIAN GOVERNMENT COMMISSION

Citizen of the Year Bernald Wheeler, Gordon First Nation

Life Time Achievement Richard Poorman, Kawacatoose First Nation

Life Time Achievement Posthumous Awards Late Chief Mell snana, Standing Buffalo Dakota Nation
Saskatchewan First Nations Veteran Humanity Award Cameron Thomas, Pelican Lake First Nation
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Your V'oice in
SASKATCHEWAN fa¥Di AL

Readers Submissions

Knowledge You've learned with style

And that you learn every mile

So my dears, now that you’ve grown
Go out into this world

Be true and strong

And fly with the eagle

To remain faithful and free

I look at you

With joy in my eyes

to see how much

You’ ve grown with pride
The memories of the battles

We have fought
Sometimes When it Make e fedl
Rains By Tamara Dobson

Sometimes when it rains and the soft
trickle, wet waterfalls, it dampens the m&‘hm&
crooks and crannies of smiles long since
lost, and the dripping drops of yesterday
slip away.

They splash, ripple the collecting pain-
filled puddles of life’s heart breaking ways.

But sometimes when it rains and the
sun still shines bright above, I simply wipe .
my weeping face and carry on my bless-

ng.

mY FavouriTe aesewe}
CLIN\C DRaMa ...
“WeRRL"

by Ashley Thomson,
Carry the Kettle First Nation

20 SASKATCHEWAN ia¥DiARt SPRING 2002




Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technologies

Suite 100 - 103A Packham Avenue
Saskatoon, SK STN 4K4

Ph: (306 244-3444

Fax: (306) 244-1391

Provincial toll free: 1-800-667-9704

SASKATCHEWAN

INDIAN

INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGIES

SIIT is recruiting students
for competitive entry into
the following programs:
First Nations Child Care

Management Studies

Adult 12

Process Operator Technician

Computer Service Technician

Information Technology

Community Services - Addictions

Integrated Forestry Worker

Applications can be
downloaded from:
www.siit.sk.ca




Bear Claw Casino
Whitebear First Nations
Ph: (306) 577-4577

Yorkton
Ph: (306) 786-6777

GOLD FAGLE

INC

CAS

Gold Eagle Casino

North Battleford
Ph: (306) 446

3833

Northern Lights Casino

Prince Albert

Ph: (306) 764-4777

SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN
GAMING AUTHORITY -






