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Ry SAM WOOLFORD
Not long ago I was invited

Aritonla In 2840; served s cap-
tain of the Home Guards during
the Civil war; was harassed by

to a meeting of the Friendship Indians for 30 years.

¢lub, 1 do not Know the aims,
purposes o qualifications of
the club, but judging from the
gathering '¥ wonld say its pur-
poses are friendship and its

College Founder

And ss it that were not
enough, he was ong of the char-
ter signers for the old Alamo

membership seems to be com-|college and for the San An.
posed of & Iot of senior Sunltonlo Female college —— which
Antonians who knew each other|grew inlo ‘Westmoreland and is

as boys. -

Gug B. Mauermann was host
at ihe old ranch house oul on
- the Medina, the site where .Asa

now merged with Trinity uni-
versity. So it seems thaf seme
of the benefits. of civilization
wa now enjoy came from .the

Mitehell, his.greatgvandfather,/hard work and daring of ene of
- built—and whare he Jies buried [pur pioneers who from history

in the famlly cemelery on the
ranch, once an estate of 14,000

has never had his just due,

Briefly, hére is how Asa

. ‘meves which was fuily equipped|Mitchell came to his rést In the

in 1839 with mesguile, coyotes
and Commanche Indians.

- Razed by 47 Fire

old family plot on the ranch:

Born in 1795 in Pennsyivania,
nie married and moved to Ken-
ticky, He then embarked with

We walked through the old|his family o a “breadhorn,”
stone house, which was devas-ionc of the Ohio-Migsissippl river
tated by fire in 1047, Many, of|boats, and came fo New Orleans.

“the old things were saved, al-|Ha, as many others, had heard

" though a number of papers and
documents went up in flares.
The siteg of the slave guar-
ters today make an ideal bar-[ley
beque site; and on the ground(They
knelt a part-Commanche
wuman, kneading the boiled

of Texas; so in 182F with 30
companions and their families
they chartered the James Mot-
and set sail for Matagorda.
landed after 40 days and
started up the Colorado river,
the women riding barehacl.

corn’ into masw on A stone|They had 10 leave the boat and
metate and baking tortillas onjall jts stores under guard of

a flat iron grill for such mod-
erns as Tom ‘Tengg, Atlee B.
Ayres, Fred Reutzel, and a host

of others.

The backdrop for this party,
_1he Commanche woman and the
50 guesis, who were ealing the
tortillas fuster ihan she Imarde
them, was the old house with

pight young riflemen.

Supplies Lost

At the present site of Colum-
bus, on U. S, Highway 90 an the
road to Houston, they built a
daphoard house lo sheiler Nrs.
Mitchell and a Yyoung son,

the story of its builder, Asa Nathan, and the olher woman.

Mitchell.

With @im leilers and
munygserints, family Bible and
records, Mauermann pieces the

" carveer of lis great-grandfather.
This man helped write and sign

Then the men went batlk 1o the
boat to get their supplies and
the rest of the party. But the
cannibalistic Karankawa Indians
had gottan there first: The hoat
was stripped of supplies, and

old

the first Declaration of Inde-they never heard ol the eight
pendence at San Felipe; fought)men again.

at Velascn; was a commissioner
{0 raise militia to {ight Santa
‘Anna, during the Texas revolu-
tion; signed the articles for the
provisional government; fought
at San Jacinto; ost a son on the
Mier expedition; came fo San

With all of lis eguipment
gone, Asi Mitchell then went
fo La Bahia and got a bunch of
Spanigh mules from the early
Goliad colonists, and started 1o
drive them 1o Lnuisiana in
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start, His wife and children| d
continued living in thelr shack
under the lve oak trecs. untid
hig return. '

A norther scattered the
mules, but Mitchell finally got
to Louisiana with.62 head; sold
them, went to New  Orieans,
chartered the *“James Law-
rence®, filled the hold with sup-
pites twhich he intended to sell
at Matamoras for a profit), and
headed for the mouth of the
Colorado to pick up his family.
He supposed them slilt 1o bej
living up the river at Columbus.

Beached at Velasco
A -gale struck the ship, drove
it inland; and when the water .
receded, Mitchell was sitiing in
a _hoat-on-dry land at about
Ihe present.site of Velasco..So,
that: g how-the Mitchell family
came -to gettle in that -part of
Texas, -

When he went to get his fam-
fly hé' discovered that the
Karankawas had  attack  the
camp in his absenre, and Mrs.
Mitchell and his son had fled
to .the Brazos io a blockhouse
ot the present site of Rich-
mond.

He 1hen returned with his
family to the ship, Where it
landed he built a house and
wenl into farming, salt mining
and lobicco raising, and even:
tually secured “a league and a
labor of iand” in Austin's coi-
ony. Here, in Washington coun-
1y, he lived for a few years be-
fore moving to San. Anlonio in

on:
ehemies,

foir  tha

ehanee o

Mauermann is- aulhorily for
some interesting stoiles con-
cerning .1he Mitcholls and the
WHI:

“Not ruany people know it,
but numbers of the Confed-
erale welnded were brought
in Sun Antonio lo recuper-
ate. One oli  Confederate
soldier stayed st the Mitehelt
lheme In San Antonio where
my -grandmother, Ela Miteh-
ell Mauermann, was reared.
He was crippled;, amd had a
big cnne so he'could geb
around. ‘Fhere was an olds
fashivned sofa in his room

Matamoras.

order 1o gef a new financial

where he wonld rest in the

aytime.  Great-grandfather
Asa DMitehell had 58080 In
eash which he kept.hidden In
the springs of that sofs,

Routed by Vet

“One day the Yankees came
to search sali the louses for
money and woluzbles; and
wien they came to the Mitch-
ell ‘home apd into the room
where the old  Confederate
soldier was steying,
woundeil veferan got up and
beal them over ihe head with
his cane, and they lefl with-
out making furilier seareh”
This was while the war was

“All the Confederaies were
and 1he Yankees
came another iime looking
grayclad  soldiers
who had returned home. They
suid they were particularly
looking for Miram Diichell,
who was ‘& ‘Bebel’ eaptain.
The ¥aikee caplnin said io
my greabkprandmother: ‘We
know where Hiram Milchell
is, He's out at the ranch, and
right after dinner wa 2are
going out to. get him. -

“Weil, she mounted a horse
hareback as soun as they left
and went out and told Hiram,
and he got awey. You'll never
ke me believe that Yankee
eaptain wasn’t giving him a

clear out”

. As usual, San Anfenio had its
ups and downs during the four
years, in which our ancestors
induged i ihat bitten conflict
gometimes known as the War
ol lhe Secession.

Troubled Timnes

As the war clouds galhered
{he important figures either
Lool sides, or remained discreet-
1y silent; dor many did net know
“hwhich way to iump. The Tmpas-
sioned speech of Charles. Andex-
son for the Union in San Ante-
nip caused a small riol, and
forced him to leave stealthily in
the night for New York cily via A

Robert I, Lee paused briefly
in this old ¢ily on his way to re-
port lo the war department in

the

Washington, and was velieved of
his baggage hy irregular Confed-
erate troops (and it was never
returned).

Even Sam Houston, onetime
president of the republle, re-
fused to take the new oath of
allegiance When he was gover-
nor of Texas (at lhe outbyeak
of the war), and retired to pri-
vate life. _

Small wonder incidents oc
curred, for this town of less thamn
10,000 had voled on secession
and the majorily were against
il. But as feelings grew stronger

climes, pending the outcome of
what ihey felt to be a domestic
crisis. )

Therefore, Asa Mitehell as
caplain of the home guard was
in 4 wery precarious posilion to
maintain law and order in a city
somewhat divided agalnst tsell.

Not Vigilantes

Some historians have dubbed
the home guards ‘“The Vigl-
lantes,” which doesn't sit too
well with Mr. Gus, who says:

many sojourned tn dislant

“They didn't take the law
inte thelr own hands. They
kept down trouble. They were
fully organized mder thelr
government io keep the
peace.” .

That night of the meeting of
the Friendship club, surrounded
by his old friends who were en-
joying themsetves, and with his
hunting dogs yelping approval,
the former mayor got to remi-
iniseing:

“rhe 0Id Bat Cave, which
was the name for the clly hall
and police station, was on the
nortlwest corner of Mifilary
plaza, -

*“This was where the mayor
held office, where eouri was
ield and prisoners were kept.
Sam Bell, the origin} one,
had a jewelry store and was &
strong Union man. He alse’
was & good friendt of my
grent-grandfiilier, Ass DElch-
ell, wlio wax then the captain
of the liome guards,

“Opa day Mr. Bell, wishing

to show his feelings in the

Sunday, April 20, 1987 7 SAN ANTONIO LIGHY 9.

Returned Favor

mann tellz about these old days:

isit Recalls Osa Mitchell Saga

malter of secession, hung the
U. 8. flag up over his place
of business, Fhe Confelerales
ihen in conirol of the town
arresteit him and focked him
up in the Bat Cave. Asn Mitch-
ell went over uwd teld the
judge, *Sam Bell is my frlend
and I want him let out of the
Bat Cave) which the judge
did,

“About the fime the war
was over {he Unlon solliers
ot control of San Antenio,
ward ey areested Asn Mitehedl
for being o Confedernie offi-
cor umel as capinin of the
home puards, and locked him
up In the Bal Cave. Sam Melf
went over and tol them, ‘Asa
Aitehell is my Trieml and I
wint him let ont of the Bal
Cave,” and 1hey dHL”

There's ane more stovy Mauer-

“Before moving {0 San An-
tonio, Asa Miichell livad in
Wiashington eounty in the eld
Austin colony. In the spring

of 1536 a dozen Tennessean
volunteers, with Davy Crock:
att, came by the planiation on
thelr way to the Alamo, Nn-
than, the boy who had come .
dewn the Mississippt on the
shroadhorn, had salled to
Mutagorda and was to fight at
San Jacinto in a few weeks
with his father, Asa, was sit-
ting on & fence when the
Croclket party arrived. He
later sait that one of them—
wearing & venerahle stove
pige hal—eame up to Tiim and
offered to trade lats,
would glve n $10 gold piece -
to bool. He made the trude.
Se Davy Crockelt took Ni-
than's connskin cap, and Na-
than stuck the stovepipe hal
on his own hend. He couldn't
buy another hat in the setile-
ment, so he wore Davy's to the
Batilp of San Jacinto and lost
it in the charge.

“iAnd that is how Davy
Crockett's hats got lnto both
batiles, thé Alamo and Szt

Jacinte.”
Copyright, 1957, by Sam Wool{ord
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ACME FURNITURE CO.

MADE WITH MIRACLE K-99 ENAMEL

Reqular $13.95

9x12' 5€

FOR
ONLY -=-

THESE

FAMOUS RUGS
ADVERTISED ON TV

ARE THE

economical
oratesd floo
all with exc

wear.

We are buying by the carload and
_passing the savings on to you. Fer an

more benutiful colors and 40% longer

Porterts and Slichtiy Erregnlars

way %o have beautifully dec-
1s. Wide variety of styles—
lusive K-99 finish that assures

Also comes in 9-feat and 12-foot widths. In any length desired. BE
SURE TO BRING ROOM MEASUREMENTS.

e SEE THESE IN OUR COMMERCE STREET WINDOW o

Free

Parking
Across

From Qur
Store

CXIXXX

- Customer

the Street

)
i
!

OPEN EVERY DAY UNTIL 5:30 INCLUDING SATURDAY

' ) DIAL
cme o
“urniture Compan
144 W. COMMERCE-CORNER NAVARRO
TIXXXXI OPPOSITE GROOS NATIONAL BANK 0600000660004

ONLY

S0

DOWN
50+ WEEK

5600405694404 0 96

Kvaitoble in |
larger sizes,
at slightly

higher prices.

S

3 lovely

or mahogany linish.

ﬂ Buy

\ g

For Yéur
Old

. Nl
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]

\
R

pieces . . .

price! A handsome asset 1o your living room. In &
handsome array of decoralor, colors, including red,
grect, 1oast and turguoise, offeving yoi a choice for
your upholstery, The complete set ig available in hlond

COMPLETE OUTFIT INCLUDES:

© BIG SOFA BED @ PLATFORM ROCKER
® ROOMY OCCASIONAL CHAIR

All 3 At Walker For Onf

in
modern blond or mahogany

iWhat Leauty and freshncss at such an amazing low

3 \:‘\:\:‘\1\\&\:\,:\ \\_\\\\\i‘\“ SRR AR

TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE

LIVING ROOM SUITE

{regardless of condition)

Regular Price
of 3Pieces ...........

Tpude-!n
Allowanee ......on..

P et s

mananm

v
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COMPLETE
HOME

FURNISHERS

PHONE
CA5-2813

HERE'S A BIG BONUS

with the purchase of

this 3-Pc. Soft Bed Outfit
AN EXTRA *100.00

{Take advantage of this special offer before Saturday, April 6]

*149.50
30.00

PR

_ $‘"950

b
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‘:
[L IN TEXAS GOLD STAMPS! Ry
| | |
TRY ' »
WALKER | | |
) FIRST! ’ - : ‘ ) .
wded FURNITURE CO.

K

* PHONE CA6-9201
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YOU'LL
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BETTER
AT
WALKER'S
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