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VOLTAIRE’'S PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY. Reprinted verbatim

> from the Six vol. edition, sold at 60s. The work is embellished with
two Engravings, a Medallion Portrait, and a full length likeness of the cele-
brated author, in elegant cloth binding. Two volumes, contaiming nearly
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Ofimtow op thb “ Dispatch.”

*\/oltaire’s Philosophical Dictionary.—This is a translation, in two volumes, of that magnificent
work which must hand the name of Voltaire down to the latest Posterlty. We have compared it
with the French edition in three volumes, and find that the English version is a most faithfill one,
fully Breservmg the spiritof the original, and in no way abridged. The work is, of course, a very
valuable one, and should have a place on the shelves of all persons who accumulate useful books.
It is printed_in a clear, legible type, and in a manner to be easy of reference. The publisher has
done very wisely to compress the entire contents of this encyclopaedia into two volumes of con-
venient size, inasmuch as he places an admirable work within the reach of those persons whose
means would not permit them to procure a larger and more expensive edition. It is impossible to
contemplate this * chtlonarg‘ without being” struck by the Grandeur and comprehensiveness of
that intellect which, alone and unassisted, could produce a work embracing so many and such varied
subjects.  Ingenious theories, e)aposures of historical or popular fallacies, philosophical essays,
physics, metaphysics, in a word, all branches of Iearmr}_g, science and art, are the topics which
evoked the brilliant wit, or tested the profound wisdom of France’s greatest phllosopher. Although
much of the phllosophy of that school to which Voltaire belonged has been since exploded;
although many of his theories have been displaced by others which have been supported by
arguments or ﬁroyed_by experiments of which he nevér dreamt; although, in fine, much of his
reasoning on_physics is now pointless, yet on the whole, and taken as awhole, the ‘ Philosophical
Dictionary ’ is most valuable and most useful, not only as the record ofa great man’s opinions, but
also in those very many departments where his comments and observations do really aBFI to ths
affairs or circumstances of the present day. We are glad to find that an English ‘publisher has
dared to do justice to a man who is much calumniated by our English saints and hypocrites, and
we cordially recommend this edition of the ‘ Philosophical Dictionary ’ te our readérs.”

Paine’'s Complete Political and Miscellaneous Works.  Cloth .............. 5 0
Paine’s Theological Works ; including the ““Age of Reason” and all
his miscellaneous pieces and poetical works ; his last will and tes-
tament, and a Steel Portrait. To prevent disappointment, ask

for Truelove’s Edition.  Cloth Boards ..........ccccceveveveivininceeenn 30
The Age of Reason ; complete, including an essay on his Life and
Genius, With POrait  ......c.cccovveieiii e 1 0
A Large Portrait of Paine, 12 inches by 9. Sharp’s Line Engraving
from Romney. Post free.............. ettt e r e e e a e r e aareaaae s 10
“ It is a very superior engraving, and the best likeness of the great politician extant.”—Reasoner.
Paine’s COMMON SENSE  ...cvovviiieiiesie et 0 3
Paine’s Rights of Man, with full Report of his Trial in 1792 10
John Stuart Mill on Liberty.......... oo 1 4
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Mirabaud's System of Nature, The Atheist's Bible, 520 pp. Cloth ... 2
The real author was the Baron D’Holbaoh. Memoir by Charles Bradlaugh.
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AS EXEMPLIFIED IN HIS PREDICTIONS, HIS PRECEPTS, HIS ACTIONS, HIS DISCOURSES

AND HIS SOCIAL INTERCOURSE,
By EVAN POWELL MEREDITH, F.AS.L.
Demy 8vo., Cloth, Lettered, Reduced to 7s. 6d.

PUBLISHED BY E. TRUELOVE, 256, HIGH HOLBORN.

NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

““This is a “Prize Essay,’ but unlike the majority of prize essays, it shows real
power and independent strength.  But as the preface hints, the offering of a prize for
such a work only suggested to the author the writing of this book as an utterance ‘on
theological matters,” after having been silent for thirteen years, since his “quiet with-
drawal from Christianity.” As a Christian minister, he tells us he has well studied the
beliefs of Christendom and the grounds of them ; and now he assures us he has ‘ almost
daily pursued his researches after the real origin of the Christian religion.” The result
of his inquiries, on both sides, are here in the massive volume before us.  Ostensibly
ths work is an examination of the evidences for and against the prophecies of Christ,
especially those prophecies which relate to the supposed drawing nigh of the end of the
world ; but in reality, it is an elaborate review of the life, character, and teachings of
Christ.  With regard to the prophecies relating to the end of the world, the arguments
on both sides are really well stated, with great fidelity and equal fulness. The con-
clusion he arrives at is that Christ predicted the end of the world and the day of
judgment as events then just at hand, and that, in consequence, we ought to regard
Christ as “neither a deity nor in supernatural communication with the deity.’

““Mr. Meredith is a shrewd, clear, and incisive writer, and says the sharpest and
most outright things possible on the subject in hand. He is evidently a man of con-
siderable reading and great industry ; and, if only for the sake of his frequent notes,
which ane full of information, and particularly rich in quotation and illustration, hi
book deserves attention.

“The Christian reviewer here proceeds, at great length, to defend the character of
Jesus from the charges brought against him by the author, and concludes his critique
by stating that he finds that * the last chapter, which is a refutation of the doctrines
““taught by modern divines” contains passages of real power, and not a few of
ghr_eat beauty and eloquence,’ and that * the writer is quite capable of giving us some-
thing that may live.””—The Rev. John Page Hopfs. in the Truthseefa’
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The Prophet of Nazareth—Notices of the Press—continued.

"It is a very serious practical question—what ought to be the result, and what
must be the result, to the clergy, if the conclusions reached by some modern enquirers
touching the unhistorical character of a great part of the New Testament should prove
irrefutable. We refer to such works as Mr. Scott’s just completed English Life of
Jesus, and to the elaborate and comprehensive work, “The Prophet of Narazeth,’ by
E. P. Meredith. This last work would have been more popular, and would have
attracted more observation, if it had not been so voluminous. The book is one of
vast research and compass ; of great ability, earnestness, learning, and impartiality.
It is a hard study to master all its varied contents ; and the best and ablest among
the clergy might think it no disparagement to enter the lists with this formidable
Goliah. High priced as the work is, it is cheap in proportion to the amount and
variety of the contents.”—A. P. M. of the English Leader, in an able article—
“BResults of Biblical Criticism.”—Sept. 21st, 1867.

““Never did 1 feel more covetous of Dr. Johnson's gift of tearing out the heart
of a book, than on sitting down to review the elaborate work now lying before me.
To the critics described by Theodore Hook, who confine themselves to cutting a page
or two, and then smelling the paper-knife, as a substitute for reading the book, “The
Prophet’ seems to say :\—

‘Procul O/ procul esto profani
Conclamat vales, totoque absistite luco*

Nor is it wonderful that it has become an established principle with critics to lose
sight of the book they are professedly reviewing, and to launch out into matters and
things in general. Having conscientiously read The ‘ Prophet,’ I shall endeavour to
convey to the reader some idea of the work, and my own views thereon. In the
first place, I must express my astonishment, and, to say the truth my disappoint-
ment, that this book—a Prize Essay, of closely ‘printed demy 8vo. of 650 pages, price
12s. 6d. (which was published in 1864, and has already reached its second thousand)—
has called forth no orthodox expression of opinion from Lord Shaftesbury. Possibly
his Lordship finds it difficult to improve on his allocution respecting ‘ Ecce Homo

for if that book be ‘ the worse book ever vomitted forth from the jaws of hell,” (see
N. R. Oct. 13th. 1867) what words in the orthodox vocabulary are sufficiently sul.
phurous to define ‘The Prophet? Mr. Francklin’s expressions—*horrible and
blasphemous production,” “pestilent doctrines,” &c., are tame and feeble, when com-
pared with the truly diabolical imagery of Lord Shaftesbury. It is frightful to think
what fearful figures of rhetoric may be fulminated against Mr. Meredith’s book. It
has been my pleasure and my pride to review this writer hitherto in the character of
a literary tirailleur, an unerring marksman, stalking a bishop, or firing a heavy charge
of swan shot into the retreating Lincolnshire Vicar, who, after commencing the fray
took the earliest opportunity of showing his back to the enemy.V Mr. Meredith now
appears in a far grander capacity, as captain of a magnificent iron-clad man-of-war,
which with true British pluck, he steers right into the midst of the theological
squadron, laying his vessel alongside of the largest ships, and challenging a heavy
fire from all quarters. And the theological squadron seem in no haste to return the
raking broadside which he pours in. They appear inclined to sheer off and give
him a wide berth. They seem to argue—logically enough—if the rattle of his
musketry has put to flight a bishop and a vicar, what will become of us when he
opens fire from hie heavy guns! And so, the word is passed to the orthodox captains
—(id est, the editors of the religious papers)—‘Do not return the fire of that strange
vessel.  Belay there my hearties;’ the powder monkeys (printer’s devils) are all ready
to hand up ammunition, and curses, not loud, but deep, are muttered on ‘the
Infidel.” * But the horrible theological earnage is delayed, and ink, shed for a time»
ceases to flow. The smoke from Mr. Meredith’s guns clears away, and, ajs the
parsons behold the black hull and muzzles of the guns protruding from the open
port-holes, most devoutly do they hope that it will all end in smoke. Truly, it may
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The Prophet oe Nazareth—Notices of the Press—continued.

be said, * the boldest hold their breath for a time." The pause is ominous, but it can-
not last. The conflict between prlestlsm and what priests call |nf|deI|ty must go
on, and the theological policy of a ‘masterly inaction’ will be found as futile as it is
mglorlous To drop metaphor : the orthodox papers, the Guardian, Record, John
Bull, Christian World, et id genus omne, pursue the worldly-wise policy of ignoring
this book, which is a magnificent addition to the literature of Freethought, and a
powerful effort to substitute terra firma in lieu of the pestiferous bogs of
superstition, and theological sloughs of despond. | have the more pleasure
in stating this, as it is not my Intention to plaster the volume or its author
With unqualified praise ; but all candid persons, orthodox or heterodox, will
admit that there cannot be two opinions as to the erudition, the patient
industry, and the great moral courage manifested by Mr. Meredith. The writer of
this elaborate work manifests great scholarship and great patience ; and Buffon has
said, ‘Le Genie, c'est la Patience.” The judicial spirit of impartiality is also strikingly
manifested in the arguments for and against the orthodox view of the character of
Jesus. ‘ The prefixed advertisement will show the conditions under which the work
was written, and will explain the cause that considerable portions of it are written
on the Christian side of the argument. The portions of the work devoted exclusively
to the advocacy ol Christianity are from page 9 to 50, and from 245 to 258. Should
any Christian reader be so conscious of the weakness of his faith as to desire to know
only what can be said in favour of his religion, he is recommended to confine himself
exclusively to the perusal of these pages, and, when he has read them, to shut the
book, lest his prejudice be irritated, or his mind roused to critical inquiry.” On first
reading the above, | was irresistibly reminded of the polished irony of Gibbon, as
displayed particularly in the 15th and 16th chapters of his immortal work. Indeed,
there is a good deal, both in the literary style and in the position of this brave
Meredith attacking superstition from his philosophic retreat in Monmouth, which
recalls those noble lines of Byron, where, after depicting the philosopher of Ferney,
he refers to the philosopher of Lausanne............cccocovvvrnnne But on reading the
portions referred to, it will be found that our author has fully borne out this
statement in his preface. * These portions which are strictly orthodox are enforced
with every possible fidelity and strength of reasoning that the writer could command
when he was a sincere believer in the truth of the Christian religion,’ &c. On
reading Mr. Baillie’s advertisement, the reader will see that the Prize Essay is
not a desultory discussion of Christianity, but a most pertinent and important
inquiry as to whether certain definite prophecies attributed to Jesus have or have
not been fulfilled. “Did Jesus Christ predict the Last Day of Judgment and
Destruction of the World as events inevitable during the then existent generation of
men ?"  If this question can be answered in the affirmative, then the non-fulfilment
of such a clear and distinct prophecy effectually disposes of the divinity of Jesus.
‘For although to utter true prophecies is no proof that the prophet is a deity, or
that he has any preternatural communication with deity, yetto utter false prophecies
is, in the very nature of things, a positive proof that the prophet is not a deity, and
is not in any manner supernaturally influenced by the Supreme Being.””—AUTONOMOS,
in the National Reformer of July 12th, 1868.

“ Germany has produced its celebrated ‘Leben Jesu ’ by Strauss, and France its
‘Vie de Jesus,’ by Renan; but England has never until now produced any
distinguished or remarkable life of Christ. This has just been accomplished
by Mr. Evan Powell Meredith, whose elaborate work has the English characteristics
of solidity, thorough exhaustiveness, and great clearness of statement. The author
was educated for the Christian ministry ; but he subsequently, to use his own
explicit and courageous words, ‘quietly withdrew from Christianity, whose
doctrines, after considerable examination and research, he had ceased to believe,
and therefore could no longer conscientiously preach.” After being for thirteen



E. TRUELOVE, 256, HIGH HOLBORN.

The Prophet of Nazareth—Notices of the Press—continued.

years from his seoedure silent on theological matters, the offer of the Baillie Prias
induced him to enter upon the composition of this volume, to which he has devoted
the labours of seven years. There are numerous authorities quoted in the work.
Mr. Meredith, acting upon the genuine intuition of literature, enters upon the
examination of his subject with the resources of a scholar, the spirit of a gentleman,
and the courage of a critic, who knows that the purpose of criticism is the discovery
and estimate of the truth, and that the duty of a critic is to express an honest,
uncompromising, and discriminating opinion. The result is a very remarkable and
valuable book of 652 demy 8vo. pages, solid, of more than ordinary width and
length. The Christian reader will find in this volume more information than all the
Crudens, and Kings, and Kittos, and commentators have ever supplied touching the
true characteristics of these most interesting subjects—the predictions, precepts,
actions, discourses, and social intercourse of Jesus Christ; and that stated in
language which is considerate without weakness, and bold without offence. As
perfect for reference as for reading, the ‘ Prophet of Nazareth’ is accompanied with
a most copious and complete index.”—The Reasoner.

““Believing that the Christian religion is like a goodly vineyard overgrown with
thistles and weeds, the author sets himself resolutely to the task of destroying the
erowded undergrowth; and he handles his spade and his scarifier with much skiil
and noticeable pluck. . . . Now, whatever may be the merits of the modern
German critics, Bishop Colenso, the Essayists and Reviewers, and the other black
sheep of the Church, there can be no mistake respecting the plainness of Mr.
Meredith’s language or the boldness of his speculations.............c.ccccoveriinnee Those
who wish to continue the subject may purchase the volume for themselves. They
will find Mr. Meredith always in earnest, and always gentlemanly in tone.”— The
Newcastle Daily Chronicle.

““ After reading this volume no one should be unacquainted with the real character
of Christ, and with the nature and tendency of his teachings. We never remember
reading a book with less pretension, and at the same time being more exhaustive.
The Christian’s view is fairly stated, and the Freethinker's position is so well
defended that it forms a complete library; and all other books on the two-fold
question here discussed may be fearlessly dispensed with. As we hope to refer on
more than one occasion to ‘ The Prophet of Nazareth,” we shall now content ourselves
with quoting,” &c.—The National Reformer.

“ Mr. Meredith appears to have withdrawn quietly from Christianity some years
ago, but to have employed himself with inquiries into its origin ; and in the present
work we have the result, distributed into arguments for and against the divine nature
of its Founder, the reality and accomplishment of his prophecies concerning the
destruction of Jerusalem, the end of the woi d, and his own resurrection, the
excellence or defects of his teaching, and the orobable sources of his precepts.
Mr. Meredith has endeavoured not to wound uni| scessarily the feelings of believers.”
—The Westminster Review.

AMPHILOGIA,; or, Correspondence on the Teaching of Jesus, between
the Bishop of Llandaff and Evan Powell Meredith, Author of the
“Prophetof Nazareth,” <fcc. Also correspondence touching the Divine
Origin of the Christian Religion, between the Rev. J. Fairfax
Franklin, M.A., and Evan Powell Meredith. Eighty large 8vo.
pages, published at Is., reduced to 6d.

““The correspondence is worth perusal both by Ertelhinkers and, if they did
but L..ow it, by “Christians ' too.”—Je"ylIsh Leader,
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THE QUEEN E. TRUELOVE,
(QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISION, FEBRUARY 1, 1878)

FOB

PUBLISHING THE HON. ROBERT DALE OWEN'S “ MORAL
PHYSIOLOGY,” AND A PAMPHLET ENTITLED
“INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, AND NATIONAL POVERTY."
{Specially Reported.)

100 pages, also an Appendix (25 pages) containing

“ Authorities ” which Mr. Truelove’'s Counsel, W. A. Hunter, Professor
of Roman Law and Jurisprudence, Lond. Univ., was prevented from
using for the defence, owing to the impatience of the Judge, Chief
Justice Cockburn. Price 6d. or in cloth boards, Is. post free.

“ There is one thing undoubtedlx not to be lost sight of, namely, that this is not one of
those books intended "to inflame the imagination. and passions.” There are zn it no
indelicate or indecent (Hags, or lascivious descriptions of marriage. It is not one of
those books which you have only to look at to see that they ought to be suppressed and
burned by the common hangman. It is not a work of that kind." There_is nothing in its
language, or the ideas conveyed by it, of a voluptuous character—it is simply a dry
physiological discussion, and’ the defendant is entitled to the benefit of that.-—JExtract
from thé ““Summing-up” of the Lord Chief Justice.

This Trial is published as a contribution to the literature of the
Population Question. It is believed that the fair and legitimate liberty
of the Press has been imperilled by the attempt of the “ Society
for the Suppression of Vice” to bring such a work as the * Moral
Physiology ” of R. D. Owen, Senator of the United States and Ambas-
sador at the Court of Naples, within the scope of Lord Campbell's
Act and the English Common Law.

The Population Question has only quite recently come before the
Courts of this country; first, in the cause celebre of Mr. Bradlaugh
and Mrs. Besant, for publishing ““The Fruits of Philosophy,” and
secondly, in the case of Mr. Truelove, as reported in this volume.

The Speeches of Counsel on both sides, the Evidence, and
Summing-up of the Judge, full and complete.

K. TRUELOVE, 256, HIGH HOLBORN, W.CI



