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A  Short H istory

of

South ^Place fithical Society

and an

Urgent A p p e a l

O bjects o f  the Society

“ The Object o f the Society is the cultivation o f a 
rational religious sentiment, the study o f ethical 
principles, and the promotion o f human welfare 
in harmony with advancing knou’ledge.”



Qeneral Committee fo r  the A p p e a l .

P r o f .  F f . l i x  A d l e r  (U.S.A.) .  
M r .  N o r m a n  A n g e l l .

M r s .  H. B r a d i . a u g h  B o n n e r .  

D r .  H. J. B r i d g e s  (U.S.A.) .  
D r .  C .  D e l i s l e  B u r n s .

M r. P e r c i v a l  C h u b b  (U.S.A.) .  
Mr. E d w a r d  C l o d d .

D r . S t a n t o n  C o i t .

M r. E u s t a c e  C o n w a y  (U.S.A.) .  
M r . G. L o w e s  D i c k i n s o n ,  M.A.  
M r. H a m i l t o n  F y f e .

M r. W .  S. G o d f r e y .

M r. H. J. G o l d i n g  (U.S.A.) .  
M r. C. T. G o r h a m .

M r .  F .  J. G o u l d .

P r o f .  L. T. H o b h o u s e .

M r .  J o h n  A. H o b s o n ,  M.A.
D r . B e r n a r d  H o l l a n d e r .

M r . P r y n c e  H o p k i n s .

D r . L e o n a r d  H u x l e y .

Mr. W .  C. J o h n s o n ,  J.P. ,L.C.C.  
S i r  A r t h u r  K f . i t h ,  F.R.S .

M r s .  E .  H o l y o a k e  M a r s h .  

M r .  A l f r e d  W.  M a r t i n  

(U.S.A.) .
M r .  F. S. M a r v i n ,  M.A.
P r o f . G i l b e r t  M u r r a y .

M r .  H .  W.  N e v i n s o n .

M r . G. E . O ’D e l l  (U.S.A.) .  
P r o f .  T h o m a s  O k e y .

D r . M a r i o n  P h i l l i p s .

M r . S. K . R a t c l i f f e .

R t .  H o n .  J o h n  M. R o b e r t s o n  

H o n .  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l ,  F.R.S  
M r .  J o h n  R u s s e l l ,  M.A.
M r s .  C o n w a y  S a w y e r  (U.S.A.)  
Miss  A t h e n e  S e y l e r .

M r . H a r r y  S n e l l , M . P .

M r . G u s t a v  S p i i . l e r .

M r .  R .  D i m s d a l e  S t o c k e r .  

M r .  C o n r a d  W.  T h i e s .

P r o f . G r a h a m  W a l l a s .

M r .  C h a r l e s  A. W a t t s .

M r s . G e o r g e  W h a l e .

South ‘Place £ th ica l Society

E N  J O N S O N  once  s a id  o f  a n  im p o r ta n t  p e rso n 
ag e ,  “ H i s  soul l ives  in  a n  a l l e y .”  T h e  chu rches  
e n d e a v o u r  to  save  m a n k in d  f ro m  such  sp i r i tu a l  
d e g r a d a t io n .  A ll  re l ig io u s  b od ie s ,  o r th o d o x  a n d  
h e te ro d o x ,  a l th o u g h  d if fe r in g  w id e ly  in o p in io n s ,  

a re  in a c co rd  in th is  e n d e a v o u r ,  b u t  n a t u r a l l y  ea ch  o r g a n is a t io n  
feels com p e lled  to  voice in d e p e n d e n t ly  its  ow n  p a r t i c u la r  be
liefs.

F o r  o v e r  one  h u n d r e d  yea rs  th e  S o c ie ty  h a d  its  cen tre  a t  
S o u th  P lace  in th e  C i ty  o f  L o n d o n ,  where  i t  f o s te re d  f re ed o m  
in m o ra l  a n d  s p i r i tu a l  l i f e  a n d  th o u g h t ,  (and i t  is in o r d e r  to  
h a v e  a  w id e r  r a n g e  o f  in fluence a n d  g re a te r  scope fo r  dev e lo p 
m e n t  t h a t  th e  S oc ie ty  has  d e c id e d  to  b u i ld  a  new  hom e in R e d  
L ion  S q u a re ,  B lo o m sb u ry .

T h e  p re se n t  a p p e a l  is fo r  h e lp  to  e n a b le  th e  S o u th  P la c e  
E th i c a l  S oc ie ty  to  co n t in u e  a n d  inc rease  its  w ork  a n d  ac t iv i t ie s  
fo r  a  fu lle r  a n d  m ore  v ig o ro u s  m o ra l ,  in te l lec tua l ,  a n d  re l ig ious  
life.

O u r  S oc ie ty  is th e  d irec t  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  “T h e  P h i la d e l 
p h ia n s , ”  o r  L o v in g  B ro th e rs ,  a S oc ie ty  f o u n d e d  in 1793 a t  
P a r l i a m e n t  C o u r t  C h a p e l ,  A r t i l l e ry  L a n e ,  B ish o p sg a te ,  b y  th e  
Rev. Elhanan Winchester, an  A m er ic an  e x -B a p t i s t  p rea ch e r  a n d  a  
p ioneer  o f  clerical d isb e l ie f  in th e  d o c t r in e  o f  E te r n a l  Hell. 
W in ch e s te r  w as  f o l lo w e d  b y  th e  Rcv« William Vidler, who 
a d d e d  U n i ta r i a n i s m  to  W in c h e s te r ’s a f f irm ation  o f  un ive rsa l  
s a lv a t io n ,  a n d  u p h e ld  w ith  g r e a t  co u ra g e  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  r e l ig i 
ous l iber ty .
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\  id le r  d ie d  in 1816, a n d  w as  succeeded  b y  William Johnson 
Fox, th e  fa m o u s  po l i t ic ian ,  o ra to r ,  a n d  p reacher .  In  his  
i n t r o d u c to ry  a d d r e s s  to  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  a t  P a r l i a m e n t  C o u r t ,  
F o x  m a d e  th e  fo l lo w in g  d e c la ra t io n ,  “ I believe in th e  d u t y  o f  
free  in q u iry ,  a n d  in th e  r ig h t  o f  re l ig ious  l i b e r ty , ”  a n d  in 1842 
h e  re-affirmed th is  co n fe ss io n  o f  f a i t h  in !an a d d r e s s  a t  th e  
tw e n ty - f i f th  a n n iv e r s a ry  o f  h is  s e t t le m e n t  w ith  th e  Socie ty . 
T h e  C h a p e l  f lou r ished  u n d e r  h is  m in is t ry ,  a n d  F o x  a l s o  e x e r 
c ised  g r e a t  pu b lic  influence b y  his  e loquence  a n d  h is  b r o a d  a n d  
e le v a te d  views upon  th e  q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  d a y .  T h e  S ocie ty ,  
o u tg r o w in g  its  h o m e in P a r l ia m e n t  C o u r t ,  d e c id e d  to  o b ta in  
l a r g e r  q u a r te rs ,  a n d  in 1823 S o u th  P lace  C h a p e l  w as  b u i l t .  I t  
w a s  o p e n e d  b y  F o x  on  F e b r u a r y  1, 1824, as  a U n i t a r i a n  p lace  o f  
w orsh ip ,  a n d  F o x  c o n t in u e d  as m in is te r  u n t i l  1852. D u r i n g  
h is  m in i s t ry  his  re l ig ious  views becam e less a n d  less se c ta r ian  
a n d  theo log ica l .  H e  p a s se d  f ro m  U n i ta r i a n i s m  to  T h e ism ,  
a n d ,  a s  was th e  case  w ith  h is  p redecesso rs  a n d  w ith  h is  suc
cessors, ca r r ie d  the  c o n g re g a t io n  w ith  h im  in h is  c h a n g e s  o f  
o p in io n .  1 he S ocie ty  in these  yea rs  w as  d e e p ly  in d e b te d  to  
E l iz a  a n d  S a ra h  b low er .  T h ese  tw o sis ters  s a n g  in the  choir ,  
a n d  the ir  g i f t s  o f  m usic  a n d  p o e t ry  were o f  th e  g re a te s t  service 
to  th e  m usica l a n d  l i t e r a ry  a s p i r a t io n s  o f  the  c o n g re g a t io n .  
S a r a h  w ro te  m a n y  o f  th e  h y m n s  su n g  in the  C h a p e l ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  w id e ly  k n o w n  “ N ea re r ,  m y  G o d ,  to  T h e e . ”  E l i z a  co m 
p o se d  th e  m usic  fo r  th e  h y m n s  a n d  an th e m s ,  a n d  h e r  w ork  
won the  p ra ise  o f  M ende lssohn .

The re t i re m en t  o f  F o x  w as  fo llow ed  b y  a n  in te rva l  d u r in g  
which  var ious  p reachers  occup ied  the  p u lp i t ,  b u t  in 1864 
Moncure Daniel Conway becam e th e  p e rm a n e n t  m in is te r  H e  
h e ld  th is  pos it ion  u n t i l  1884, a n d  u n d e r  his  t e a c h in g  th e  S ocie ty  
g a v e  up  all th e o lo g ic a l  d o g m a ,  a n d  w as  r e n a m e d  th e  S o u th  
P la c e  R e lig ious  Socie ty . Dr. Stanton Coit w as a p p o in te d  in 
1888, a n d  the  S ocie ty  then  a d o p t e d  its p resen t nam e. Dr.
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C o n w a y  re sum ed  his m in i s t ry  in 1892, f in a l ly  r e t i r in g  in 1897. 
The Right Hon. J. M. Robertson, 111 his  a d d r e s s  a t  th e  C e n 
t e n a r y  C e le b ra t io n  o f  S o u th  P lace  C h a p e l  in 1924, s a id ,  “ I t  
is h a r d l y  possib le  to  speak  o f  M oncu re  C o n w a y  in S o u th  P la c e  
w i th o u t  a  specia l w a r m th  o f  affection. . . . H is  p e rso n a l  c h a rm  
w as  d ee p ly  b o u n d  u p  w ith  h is  in te l lec tua l  influence. . . . H e  
cam e in a pe r io d  w hen scientific t h o u g h t  w a s  a d v a n c i n g  r a p id l y ,  
a n d  he re s p o n d e d  to  th e  a d v a n c e  a t  every  po in t .  N o  m a n  
co u ld  m ore  w o r th i ly  h a v e  fu l f i l le d  w h a t  we m a y  ca ll  th e  S o u th  
P lac e  t r a d i t i o n — lo y a l ty  to  f re ed o m  o f  th o u g h t  a n d  f re ed o m  
o f  te a c h in g ,  res is tance  to  every  fo rm  o f  t y r a n n y  o f  the  m in d .”  

D r .  C o n w a y  in th e  p re fa c e  to  h is  C e n te n a ry  H i s to r y  o f  
c u r  S o c ie ty  well d esc r ib ed  th e  g r a d u a l  c h a n g e s  o f  t h o u g h t  th a t  
ch a rac te r ise d  the  dev e lo p m en t  o f  the  S oc ie ty  between  1793 
a n d  1893, a n d  h is  s ta te m e n ts  a re  e q u a l ly  a p p l ica b le  to th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a t  th e  p resen t  d a y .  H e  w ro te :  “  T h e  
p resen t m in is te r  o f  th e  S o u th  P lace  S o c ie ty  [M oncure  D a n ie l  
C o n w a y  1 c la im s no  l i teral c o n t in u i ty  w ith  th e  p a r t i c u la r  d o c 
t r ines  o f  h is  p redecesso rs ,  th o u g h  he believes t h a t  th e ir  sp ir i t  
h as  a n im a te d  th e  c h a n g e s  it  h a s  u n d e rg o n e .  U n d e r  i ts  
successive n am es ,  a d o p t e d  or  g iv e n — ‘ P h i l a d e lp h ia n s , ’
‘ U n iv e r s a l i s t s , ’ ‘ S oc ie ty  o f  R e l ig ious  D is s e n te r s , ’ ‘ S o u th  
P lac e  U n i t a r i a n  S o c ie ty , ’ ‘ T h e  S o u th  P lace  S o c ie ty , ’ ‘ T h e  
F re e  R e lig io u s  S o c ie ty , ’ [ ‘ T h e  S o u th  P lace  R e lig ions  
S o c ie ty , ’ ], ‘ T h e  S o u th  P lace  E th ic a l  S o c ie ty  ’ — is t raceab le  
a co n s ta n t  e n d e a v o u r  to  s tu d y  ca re fu l ly  a n d  keep a b re a s t  o f ,  
th e  g r o w in g  k n o w le d g e  o f  the  w o rld ,  a t  w h a te v e r  cost to  
t r a d i t io n a l  p re ju d ices  or  o p in io n s ;  to  d o  th is  in a  sp ir i t  o f  
to le rance  no less th a n  o f  s in c e r i ty .”

T h e  first co n g re g a t io n  th a t  a s sem b led  in P a r l ia m e n t  
C o u r t  C h a p e l  w as  the  fo re ru n n e r  o f  su c ceed ing  co n g re g a t io n s ,  
w hose bel ie fs  h a v e  g r a d u a l ly  t e n d e d  to  s e p a ra te  th e  S o c ie ty  
d e f in i te ly  f ro m  o r th o d o x y .  T h e  S oc ie ty  th r o u g h o u t  its  h is-
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to ry  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  those  w ho  h av e  f o u n d  th e  th e o lo g y  a n d  
d o g m a s  o f  th e  C hurches  unac ce p ta b le ,  a n d  h a v e  been g la d  
to  m eet w ith  an  o r g a n is a t io n  t h a t ,  n o tw i th s t a n d i n g  its  
h e te r o d o x y ,  s incerely  des ires  t h a t  th e  soul o f  m a n  sh o u ld  
d w e ll  in open  p laces w here  th e re  is u n f e t t e r e d  room  fo r  
e x p a n s io n .  I t  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  also , a n d  p e rh a p s  in la rg e r  
n u m b e rs ,  m en  a n d  w om en  b r o u g h t  u p  in a n  a tm o sp h e re  o f  
re l ig ious  f re e d o m . T o - d a y  o u r  S o c ie ty  a im s  a t  m a in ta in in g  
th e  p rog ress ive  ch a rac te r  o f  the  t r a d i t io n s  o f  its  fo rb e a rs ,  a n d  
it  w ishes, n o t  o n ly  to  keep  in te l lec tua l ly  a b re a s t  o f  th e  d o m i
n a n t  q u e s t io n s  o f  the  d a y ,  b u t  also  to  m in is te r  to  th e  em o tions ,  
to  cu l t iva te  th e  im a g in a t io n  a n d  th e  a r ts ,  a n d  to  fo s te r  a 
fee l in g  o f  fe llow sh ip  a m o n g  its  m em bers .  T h e  id e a ls  o f  th e  
S ocie ty  a re  su m m a r ise d  in th e  s ta te m e n t  o f  its  o b je c t—  
“ th e  c u l t iv a t io n  o f  a  ra t io n a l  re l ig ious  sen t im en t ,  th e  s tu d y
o f  e th ica l  p r incip les ,  a n d  th e  p ro m o t io n  o f  h u m a n  w elfa re ,  
in h a r m o n y  w i th  a d v a n c in g  k n o w le d g e . ”

A m o n g  th e  speake rs  w ho  h av e  occupied  th e  p la t f o rm  
u n d e r  th e  ausp ices  o f  th e  S oc ie ty  a r e :
D r .  F e l i x  A d l e r .  S ir  H a r r y  J o h n s t o n .
N o r m a n  A n g e l l . S i r  A r t h u r  K e i t h .
W i l l i a m  A r c h e r . P r i n c e  K r o p o t k i n .
E a r l  B a r n e s . J o s e p h  M c C a b e .
S i r  F r a n k  B e n s o n . M a r g a r e t  M c M i l l a n .
A n n i e  B e s a n t . W i l l i a m  M o r r i s .
B e r n a r d  B o s a n q u e t . P r o f . G i l b e r t  M u r r a y .
H y p a t i a  B r a d l a u g h  B o n n e r .  H .  W . N e v i n s o n .
C .  D e l i s l e  B u r n s . D r . J o h n  O a k e s m i t h .
H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s . P r o f . K a r l  P e a r s o n .
E d w a r d  C a r p e n t e r . D r . M a r i o n  P h i l l i p s .
P r o f . W .  K .  C l i f f o r d . S .  K .  R a t c l i f f e .
E d w a r d  C l o d d . R t . H o n . J o h n  M .  R o b e r t s o n .
D r . S t a n t o n  C o i t . H o n . B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l .
J o h n  D r i n k w a t e r .  J o h n  R u s s e l l ,  M.A.
P r o f . P a t r i c k  G e d d e s . S .  C .  C r o n w r i g h t  S c h r e i n e r .
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F. J. G o u l d .  G e o r g e  B e r n a r d  S h a w .
F r e d e r i c  H a r r i s o n . H a r r y  S n e l l .
J o h n  A .  H o b s o n . W .  R .  W a s h i n g t o n  S u l l i v a n .
D r . B e r n a r d  H o l l a n d e r . P r o f . J .  1 y n d a l l .
G e o r g e  J a c o b  H o l y o a k e . P r o f . G r a h a m  W a l l a s .
L a u r e n c e  H o u s m a n .  R t . H o n .  S i d n e y  W  e b b .
P r o f . W .  H .  H u d s o n . R e b e c c a  W te s t .
P r o f . T .  H .  H u x l e y . P h i l i p  W i c k s t e e d .
D r . L e o n a r d  H u x l e y . I s r a e l  Z a n g w i l l .

“  S O U T H  P l a c e  ”  h a s  accom plished  so m uch  fo r  th e  
benefit o f  E n g l i s h  m usica l  l i f e  t h a t  th e  a p p e a l  w o u ld  no t  be  
com ple te  w i th o u t  special re ference  to  th e  S u n d a y  E v e n in g  
C oncer ts ,  on e  o f  th e  s t ro n g e s t  a n d  h e a l th ie s t  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ’s 
ac tiv ities .  F o r  f o r ty  y e a r s  p as t  th e  Socie ty  h a s  ru n  a  series 
o f  C h a m b e r  M usic concer ts ,  o f  which  th a t  g iven  on  S u n d a y ,  
F e b r u a r y  20 , 1927, w as  the  1,000th. T h e  concerts  were
in a u g u r a te d  a t  a  t im e  w hen  th e re  were co n s id e rab le  difficul
t ie s  in h o ld in g  e n te r ta in m e n ts  on  S u n d a y s ,  a n d  w hen  th e  
pub lic  n e e d e d  e d u c a t io n  fo r  th e  fu l l  ap p re c ia t io n  o f  th e  h ig h e r  
fo rm s  o f  music. U n d e r  th e  g u a r a n te e  a n d  a t  th e  r isk  o f  th e  
S oc ie ty ,  th e  concer ts  were s ta r t e d ,  w ith  free  ad m iss io n ,  a n d  a 
collection to  m eet expenses .  I t  is a  p le a s in g  reflection th a t ,  
f ro m  th e  com m encem ent to  th e  p resen t d a y ,  these  concerts  
h av e  been s e l f - su p p o r t in g ,  a l th o u g h ,  in d e e d ,  th e re  h av e  been 
p e r io d s  o f  f inancia l s t ra in ,  a n d  t h a t  th e  public— w ith  th e  
gene rous  co -opera tion  o f  th e  a r t i s t s— h av e  p r o v id e d  th e  neces
sa ry  f u n d s  to  m a in ta in  th e m . T h e  d eve lopm en t  o f  in te l l igen t 
a n d  so u n d  crit ic ism  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  au d ien c e  h a s  been 
g r e a t ly  h e lp ed  b y  th e  p rov is ion  fo r  so m a n y  y e a r s  o f  th e  
bes t  e x a m p le s  o f  C h a m b e r  Music, a n d  th e  a r t i s ts  t a k in g  p a r t  
h a v e  a p p re c ia te d  th e  keen a n d  s y m p a th e t ic  a t te n t io n  g iven 
to  th e i r  w ork .  K n o w le d g e  o f  these  concer ts  h a s  sp re a d  to  
m a n y  lands, a n d  g r a t i f y i n g  ev idence  o f  th e  g o o d  th e y  h ave  
effected h a s  been received b y  th e  S o c ie ty  on m a n y  occasions.
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T h e  erection  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  in R e d  L io n  S q u a re  will  
p ro v id e  a  new  hom e fo r  th e  co n c e r ts ;  a n d  fo r  th is  reason  
th is  a p p e a l  sh o u ld  co m m en d  i ts e l f  to  all w h o  love m usic  a n d  
ap p re c ia te  its  v a lu e  as  a  c iv il is ing  influence.

T h e  v a lu ab le  f re eh o ld  site  w hich  S o u th  P lace  C hape l  
occup ied  w as  o r ig in a l ly  ac q u ire d  fo r  th e  ac c o m m o d a t io n  o f  a 
re s id e n t  m e m b ersh ip  lo n g  since s c a t te re d  over th e  eno rm ous  
a re a  o f  G re a te r  L o n d o n .  F o r  som e y e a r s  p a s t  it  h a d  becom e 
in c re as in g ly  e v id e n t  t h a t  th e  S o c ie ty ’s ac t iv i t ie s  c o u ld  b e  
c a r r ie d  on f a r  m ore  effectively i f  th e  p r o p e r ty  w ere so ld  a n d  
th e  p roceeds  d e v o te d  to  th e  p u rch a se  o f  a less v a lu ab le  f re e 
h o ld  site  a n d  th e  e rection  th e re o n  o f  a  la rg e r  a n d  m ore  co n 
ven ien t  b u i ld in g .  A s  is now  g e n e ra l ly  k n o w n ,  th e  sa le w as  
effected, a n d  a  new  s ite  w as  a c q u ired  in R e d  L io n  S q u are ,  
B loom sbury .  P la n s  h a v e  been p r e p a re d  fo r  th e  e rec tion  o f  a 
d ig n if ie d  a n d  c o m m o d io u s  b u i ld in g ,  w h ich  it is h o p e d  m a y  
become th e  H e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  E th ic a l  M o vem en t  in th e  
B r i t i sh  Isles, a n d  also  p ro v id e  a n  open  p la t f o rm  fo r  sp eake rs  
f ro m  a n y  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld .  W e  th in k  all su bsc r ibe rs  to  th i s  
a p p e a l  will a p p ro v e  o f  th e  dec is ion  to  n am e  th e  new  b u i ld i n g  
“  C o n w a y  H a l l . ”

T o  accom plish  o u r  a im  sa t is f a c to r i ly ,  we e s t im a te  t h a t  
th e  sum  o f  a b o u t  £ 45,000 is req u ired .  T h e  S o c ie ty  is in th e  
pos i t ion  to  s u p p ly  £ 30,000 t o w a r d s  th is  a m o u n t ,  a n d  we n o w  
a sk  o u r  m em bers  a n d  f r ie n d s  to  subscribe  th e  r e m a in in g  
£ 15,000.

W e  t ru s t  th a t  those  m em bers  o f  th e  pub lic  w ho  s y m p a th i s e  
w ith  us in o u r  w o rk ,  b u t  w ho  d o  n o t  k n o w  us in t im a te ly ,  
w ill  accep t as  ev id en c e  of  o u r  ea rn es tn e ss  a n d  o f  th e  s o u n d n e s s  
o f  o u r  scheme, th e  fac t  t h a t  a l r e a d y  th e  S oc ie ty  h a s  e x p e n d e d  
£ 1 1 ,0 0 0  in th e  p u rch a se  o f  th e  new  site,  t h a t  we h av e  in 
h a n d  £ 30 ,000 , a n d  th a t  we p ro p o se  to  d ev o te  th e  w hole  o f  i t  
to  th e  B u i ld in g  F u n d .
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T h e  sum  o f  £ 45 ,000 w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  p ro v id e  th e  k in d  o f  
b u i ld i n g  d e s i re d ,  it  w o u ld  a lso  leave a  m a rg in  fo r  a n  E n d o w 
m en t  F u n d ,  a n  im p o r ta n t  s a f e g u a r d ,  as  th e  o u tg o in g s  co n 
n ec te d  w ith  a  really  w o r th y  b u i ld in g  w o u ld  be so la rg e  t h a t  
un less  the re  w ere a  s u b s ta n t ia l  a s su re d  income th e  r isk  cou ld  
n o t  r e a s o n a b ly  be fac ed .

I t  is in te n d e d  th a t  th e  new  b u i ld in g  sha ll  com prise ,  
a m o n g  its  p r inc ipa l  fea tu re s ,  a  la rg e  ha l l  w ith  a  se a t in g  
a c c o m m o d a t io n  o f  500 ; a  sm all  h a l l  s e a t in g  a b o u t  100; a  
L ib r a r y ,  47f t .  b y  23f t . ; L e c tu r e r s ’ a n d  A r t i s t e s ’ R oom  a n d  
C lub  R o o m ;  a  flat fo r  a  c a re ta k e r  over th e  L ib r a r y ,  a n d  tw o 
ro o m s  w o u ld  be av a i la b le  in 49 , T h e o b a ld s  R o a d  fo r  use  as  
offices. T h e r e  w o u ld  rem a in  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  site  fo r  e x te n 
s io n  o r  re a l isa t io n .  I t  is th e  a im  o f  th e  T ru s te e s  a n d  C o m 
m it tee  to  p lace a t  th e  d isp o sa l  o f  m em bers  a n d  v is i to rs  f rom  
th e  P rov inces ,  B r it ish  D o m in io n s ,  U n i t e d  S ta te s  o f  A m er ica ,  
a n d  o th e r  coun tr ies ,  H e a d q u a r te r s  in th e  h e a r t  o f  L o n d o n ,  
w here  m en a n d  w om en o f  a d v a n c e d  th o u g h t  cou ld  m eet a n d  
e n j o y  the  am en it ie s  o f  social in te rcourse ,  w ith  fac il i t ies  fo r  
w r i t in g ,  rest, a n d  re f re sh m e n t .  I t  is felt  th a t  such a  co m p re 
hen s iv e  cen tre  w o u ld  not o n ly  su p p ly  a  real need ,  b u t  w o u ld  
c o m m a n d  th e  a p p ro b a t io n  a n d  su p p o r t  o f  those  w ho  va lue  
f re ed o m  o f  th o u g h t .

If, however, this Appeal brings in a considerably larger sum 
than £15,000, then the Society has already plans prepared 
for a more comprehensive scheme covering the whole of the site . 
The halls would accommodate 750 and 180 people respectively, 
and the construction would be such as to permit of a second 
storey over the large hall at a future date. The extra seating  
capacity of the larger hall would be of the greatest advantage for 
the Sunday evening and other Concerts. The Society will decide, 
according to the result of the Appeal, which of these two schemes 
to adopt.
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T h e  fu tu re  o f  C o n w a y  H a l l  will, no  d o u b t ,  be affected 
b y  th e  deve lopm en t o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n .  W i th in  a  
few y e a r s  th e  a re a  b e h in d  th e  B r i t i sh  M useum  will be occu
p ie d  b y  th e  C e n tra l  Offices a n d  L ib r a r y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty .  
There will be on  th is  site  tw o  C olleges  a n d  som e o ther  
U n iv e r s i ty  In s t i tu t io n s  a n d  p ro b a b ly  a lso  a  S t u d e n t s ’ U n i o n ;  
a n d  in th e  sam e n e ig h b o u rh o o d  the re  will be ha l ls  o f  r e s id 
ence fo r  s tu d e n ts .  T h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  w hich  a t  its 
f o u n d a t io n  w as  r e g a r d e d  b y  th e  o ld e r  U n iv e rs i t ie s  as 
“  g o d le s s  ”  because it  e x a c te d  no  re l ig ious  te s t  f rom  
s tu d e n ts  o r  teachers ,  sti ll  h a s  no  ecclesiastical l im ita t ions .  
I t  will be possible, th e re fo re ,  fo r  C o n w a y  H a l l  to  be used  
as  one o f  th e  n a tu ra l  cen tres  in th e  U n iv e r s i t y  Q u a r te r  o f  
L o n d o n  fo r  th e  f ree  d iscuss ion  o f  social, m ora l  a n d  re l ig ious  
ques tions .  I t  m a y  be h o p e d  th a t  a m o n g  th e  s tu d e n t s  o f  the  
U n iv e r s i ty  som e m a y  be  a t t r a c t e d  to  m e m b ersh ip  in our  
Socie ty  “  fo r  th e  p ro m o t io n  o f  h u m a n  w e lfa re  in h a r m o n y  
w ith  a d v a n c in g  k n o w le d g e .”

T h e  w hole  E th ic a l  M ovem ent suffers f ro m  lack  o f  the  
ac co m m o d a t io n  n e e d e d  fo r  effective w ork . W e  u rg e  upon  all 
th e  im por tance  o f  p ro m p t  a n d  g en e rous  co n tr ibu t ions .

A ll d o n a t io n s  sh o u ld  be sent to  M r.  N .  L id s to n e ,  
96, B lacks tock  R o a d ,  L o n d o n ,  N . 4 . A  S u b sc r ip t io n  F o rm  
will be  f o u n d  on  p a g e  19.

O n  b e h a l f  o f  S o u th  P lace  E th ic a l  S o c ie ty :
C .  D E L ISL E  B u r n s ,  Chairman , Conway Hall

Appeal Fund.
NICHOLAS L i d s t o n e ,  Hon. Treasurer , Conway Hall

Appeal Fund.
C a r o l i n e  F l e t c h e r  S m i t h  » 7 . 77
F r a n k  M .  O v e r y

C !  E d w a r d  L i s t e r ,  Hon Treasurer.
Sep tem ber , 1927.
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'Uhe Society's Present Jlctioities

S unday C%Corning Services.

Services a re  h e ld  every  S u n d a y  a t  11 a.m . The ce n tra l  
f e a tu re  is a  d iscourse  on  a to p ic  o f  definitely h u m a n is t ic  
in te rest ,  de l ive red  e i the r  b y  one o f  o u r  appointed lecturers 
(C . Delisle  B urns ,  M .A . ,  D .L i t . ,  J o h n  A .  Hobson, M .A . ,  
S .  K .  R a tchffe ,  R t .  H o n .  J .  M. R o b e r t so n ) ,  or some o th e r  
speake r  o f  a u t h o r i ty  a n d  d is t in c t io n .  T h e  follow ing rep re
se n ta t ive  selection o f  recent a d d re s s e s  g ives  an id e a  o f  th e  
ty p e  o f  d iscourse  d e l i v e r e d :

E u g e n ic s ,  L o v e  a n d  M a r 
r ia g e  ”  .. .

“  D is a rm a m e n t  ”
“  T h e  R e l ig io n  o f  B e rn a r d  

S h a w  ”
“  C h in a  a n d  th e  W e s t  ”  . . .

Is  th e  G o o d  L i f e  In te re s t 
i n g ? ”  . . .  ..................

“  P i r a n d e l lo ’s P la y s  ”
“  J e su s  a n d  J u d a s  ”
“  T h e  P s y c h o lo g y  o f  

H e ro  W o rsh ip  ”
“ M o ra l i ty  a n d  its  S u b s t i 

tu te s
“  T h e  E th ic s  o f  F o rc e  in 

I n te r n a t io n a l  A ffa irs  ”

D r.  B e rn a r d  H o l la n d e r  
C. Delisle  B urns ,  M .A . ,  D .L i t .

S. K . Ratclifife
P r o f .  H u  S h ih  (P e k in  U n iv . )

J o h n  A . H o b so n ,  M .A .
C. D elisle  B urns ,  M .A . ,  D .L i t .  
R ig h t  H o n .  J .  M . R ober tson

C. Delisle  B urns ,  M .A . ,  D .L i t .

J o h n  A . H o b so n ,  M .A .

N o rm a n  A ngell .
T h e  o r d e r  o f  service p re c e d in g  the  d iscourse  cons is ts  o f  

tw o  r e a d in g s  b y  th e  lecturer ,  tw o  eth ica l  h y m n s ,  a n d  an  item  
o f  vocal o r  in s t ru m e n ta l  music.
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Since the d e p a r tu re  f ro m  S o u th  P lace  C hape l ,  now  
demolished, th e  S u n d a y  m o r n in g  services a re  b e in g  h e ld  
temporarily in th e  th e a t r e  o f  th e  Schoo l o f  O r ie n ta l  S tu d ie s ,  
which a d jo in s  th e  o l d  site.

S un day Evening Concerts.

During th e  w in te r  t  ree C h a m b e r  M usic C oncer ts  a re  he ld  
on  Sunday even ings .  T h e s e  C oncer ts ,  w hose  h is to ry  is 
referred to m ore  fu l ly  e lsewhere ,  h o ld  a n  im p o r ta n t  p lace 
in the musical l i fe  o f  L o n d o n .

Lending L ibrary.

T h i s  com prises  u p w a r d s  o f  5,000 vo lum es a n d  inc ludes 
m a n y  s t a n d a r d  w o rk s  in l i te ra tu re ,  science, a r t ,  po lit ics  a n d  
economics. T h e  l ib r a ry  is free  to  m em bers ,  a n d  w hen  th e  
books a re  sy s te m a t ic a l ly  a r r a n g e d  in  th e  co m m o d io u s  L ib r a r y  
designed fo r  th e m  in  th e  new  b u i ld in g ,  th e r?  is eve ry  reason  
to  believe t h a t  a  fu lle r  use will be  m a d e  o f  it. T h e  w id e n e d  
scope a n d  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  im p ro v e d  service w ili h e lp  to  m a k e  
th e  L e n d i n g  L ib r a r y  one o f  th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  a n d  v a luab le  
fea tu re s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ’s ac tiv i t ie s .

‘Discussions.

D iscuss ion  o f  e th ica l ,  po li t ica l ,  l i t e r a ry  a n d  social q u es 
t ions  has a lw a y s  k ee n ly  a p p e a le d  to  th e  S oc ie ty ,  a n d  the  
m e e t ings  a r r a n g e d  f o r  th is  p u rpose  a t t r a c t  n o t  o n ly  m em bers ,  
bu t a lso  m a n y  o th e r  pe rso n s  s im ila r ly  in te res ted .  T h e  d i s 
course  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  S u n d a y  is som etim es  ta k e n  as  the  
sub jec t  o f  d iscuss ion ,  th u s  a f fo rd in g  those  w ho  w ish  to  
cr it ic ise i t  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  exp ress  th e i r  views, a n d  on  such 
occas ions th e  L e c tu re r  h im se lf  n o t  in f re q u e n t ly  a t t e n d s  a n d  
jo in s  in  th e  d iscuss ion .

l b

Social y lc tio ities .

I t  ha s  a lw a y s  been fe lt  b y  the  m em bers  o f  th is  S o c ie ty  
t h a t  th e  p rov is ion  o f  m ean s  o f  social in te rcou rse  f o r  th o se  
w hose s y m p a th ie s  w ith  free t h o u g h t  h ave  a t t r a c t e d  th e m  to  
S o u th  P lace,  is an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  i ts  w ork .  T h e s e  a r e  
p r o v id e d  fo r  in th e  fo l lo w in g  w a y s :

SOIREES.— O n e  ev e n in g  in each m o n th  d u r i n g  th e  
w in te r  is d e v o te d  to a  social m e e t in g  o f  m em bers  a n d  f r ie n d s .  
A n  item  o f  l i t e ra ry ,  m usica l o r  d r a m a t ic  in te res t  is u su a l ly  
a r r a n g e d ,  b u t  th e  ch ie f  a t t r a c t io n  o f  th e  soirees is th e  o p p o r 
t u n i t y  a f fo rd e d  fo r  ta lk  w ith  k in d r e d  sp ir i ts .

DANCES.— D ances are held  m onth ly . T h ey  are much 
en jo y ed  b y  m em bers o f all ages, an d  have also the valuable  
result o f conso lida ting  the interest o f  the younger m em bers 
in the Society an d  in one another.

P l a y  R e a d i n g s . — F o r  th e  las t  few y e a r s  a sm a ll  
g ro u p  o f  m em bers  h a s  m et p e r io d ica l ly  t o  rea d  p la y s  a loud .  
T h e s e  m e e t in g s  h av e  p ro v e d  a t t rac t iv e ,  b o th  to  s tu d e n ts  o f  
th e  d r a m a  a n d  to  . those  possess ing  d r a m a t ic  ta len t .

R AM BLES.— V e r y  f re q u e n t ly  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  y e a r  a t t r a c 
tive  c o u n t ry  w a lk s  a re  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  p ar t ie s  o f  m e m 
bers  a n d  th e i r  f r ie n d s ,  a n d  d u r in g  th e  w in te r ,  e x p e d i t io n s  
to  p laces o f  in te res t  in L o n d o n  a re  a r r a n g e d .  T h e  R a m b le s  
C o m m it te e  a lso  o rg an ise s  each  E a s t e r  a  co -opera tive  h o l id a y  
in th e  Isle o f  W ig h t .  T h i s  is p e rh a p s  the  m ost effective fo rce  
in th e  social l i fe  o f  th e  S ocie ty  in f o rm in g  a n d  c e m e n t in g  
f r ie n d sh ip s  between  m em bers .



South T^lace g
Temporary Address :

35 , B L O O M S B U R Y  S Q U A R E , W .C.I

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES
during re-building are held at 11 a.m., in

T H E  L O N D O N  IN STITU TIO N  T H E A T R E  

South Place, Moorgate, E.C.2

Jit*

SUNDAY POPULAR CONCERTS
(CHAMBER MUSIC)

D uring th e  build ing of our new Hall, or u ntil further n otice, these  
C oncerts, by kind perm ission of the School Governors, w ill be given  

in  th e  Great Hall of the

CITY OF LONDON SCHOOL,
VICTORIA EMBANKMENT. E .C .4

(Facing Blackfriars Bridge).

T h e Forty-Second Season w ill begin on Sunday, October 2nd, 1927. 
Doors open 6.10. Concert 6.30 p.m .

Subscription Form.
SO U T H  PL A C E  E T H IC A L  SO C IE T Y , 35, Bloomsbury Square, 

London, W C .l .

CONWAY HALL APPEAL FUND

T o  Mr. N. L i d s t o n e , 96, B lackstock Road, London, N.4.

I enclose (promise to pay)* £  as a D onation to the

Conway Hall Appeal F und .

I prom ise  an Annual D onation  of £  for  years

N am e ...............................................................................................

A ddress ..........................................................................................

................. I 927-

*Strike out words inapplicable.

C h e q u es  should  be crossed  B arc lay’s Bank, Ltd.
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