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THE plan of this publication was Sormed nearly
Jorty years ago; and allusions to it may be seen in the

Preface to“Travels in Syria and Egypt,” as well as at
the end of that work, published in 1787. The per-
formance was in some Sorwarduness when the events of
1788 in France interrupted il. Persuaded that « de-
velopement of the theory of political fruth conld nol
sufficiently acquit a citizen of his debt to sociely, the
anthor wished to add practice; and that particularly
at a time when a single arm was of consequence in the
defence of the general canse. The same desire of pub-
lic benefit which induced Lim to suspend his work, has
since engaged him to reswme it } and though it mey rot
possess the same merit as if it had appeared under the
circumstances thal gave rise to it, yel ke imagines (hat

at a time when neie passions are barsting forth, pas-

gions that must communicate their activity to the reli-
gions opinions of men, it i of importance to dissemi-




v, PREPACE.

nate such moral truths as are calculated to Oper ue
@s a sort of curb and restraint. It is with this view
Ae has endeavoured to gice to these truths, hitherto
treated as abstract, a form likely to gain them a
reception. It was found impossible not to shock the
violeat prejudices of some readers; but the work, so
Jar from being the fruit of a disorderly and pertur-
bed spirit, has beex dictated by a sincere love of order
aad kumanity.

“ANer reading this performance it will be asked, how
i was possible, in 1784, to have had an idea of what
did not take place till the year 17907 The solution
ts simple: in the criginal plan, the legislator was a
Jictitious and Lypothetical being : in the present, the
author Ras substituted an existing legislator ; and the
reality Aas only made the subject additionally inter.
esting.
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INVOCATION.

——

SOLITARY Ruins, sacred Tombs, ye mouldering and silent
Walle, all bail! To you, 1 nddress my INVOCATION. While the
vulgar shrink from your aspect with secret terror, my heart finds
in the contemplation & thaisand delicious seatiments, a thousasd
admimble rocollections.  Preguant, I may truly call you, with
uselal Jessons, with pathetic and ieresistivle advice, to the maa
who knows how to consull you. A while ago the whole world
bowed Lhe neck in sileace before the tyrants that oppressed ks
and yet in that hopeless moment you already prochimed tha
truths that tyrants held in abhorrence: mixing the dust of the
proudest kings with that of the meanest slaves, you called upoa
us to contemplate this example of Equatiry, From your ea-
verns, whither the musing and anxious love of Lineary led me;
I saw escape its venorable shade, and with usexpectedieli city
direct its flight, aud marshal my steps the wny to renovated
Franoe,

Tomsbs, what virtues and potency do you exhibit! Tyrants
tremble at your aspect; you poison with wocret alarm their im-
pious pleasures; they turn from you with impaticnce, nod, cowsrd
like, endeavour to forgel you amid the sumptuousness of theie
polaces. 1tis you that bring hosae the rod of justice to the pow-
grfol oppresser ; it is you that wrest the ill-gotten gold from the
perciless extortioner, and averge the cauze of him that has pone




B e i

LT INVOCATION,

o lulpl'}ém rompeasate the narrow enjoyments of the poor, by
dashing with oare the goblet of the rich '_/ﬁ) the unfortunate you
ofior w last and inviolable asylum: in fine, you give o the soul
that just equilibcium of strength and tenderness, which eonsti.
tutes the wisdom of the sage nnd the science of life. The wus
man looks Wwards you, and scorns to nmass vain granduer and
useless riches with which he soon must part ; ¥ou check his law-
fess @ights without disarming his sdventure and his courage ; he
feels the necessity of passing (brough the period assigned him,
and be gives ewployment 1o his houss, and makes use of the
goods that fortune bas assigned him. Thus do You rein in the
wild silies of cupidity, calm the fover of tumultuous enjoyment,
free the mind from the anarchy of the passions, and raise it
nbove those fitthe interests which torment the mass of mankiod.
We ascend the eminence you afford us, nnd, viewing with ope
glance the limits of nations and the succession of ages, are incae
peble of any uffections but such as are sublime, and entertajn
no fdeas but those of vietue and glory. Ala! whes this un-
certain dream of lifo shall be over, what then will avail all our
busy passions, unless they Bave left bebind them the footsteps
of utility !

Ye Ruins, I will return oace more to attend your lessons !
I will resumse my place in the midst of your wide spreading soli-

tude. T will leave the tragic scene of the passions, will love

my specics rather from recollection than setuad survey, will em=
ploy my activity in Promoling their happiness, and compose my
own bappiness of the pleasing remembrance that | have hastenod
theirs,
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OF TE

REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES.

CHAP. 1.
Tur Tourr.

N the cleventh year of the reign of Abd-ul Hamid,* son of

Ahmed, emperor of the Tufks ? when the Noguin Tartars
were driven from the Crisnen, and a Mossulman prince, of the
blood of Gengis Khan,* became the vassal and gward of a
woman, a Chrastian, and & queen; | journeved in the empire
of the Ottomans, and traversed the provinces which formerly
were kingdoms of Egypt and of Syria.

Directing all sy attention to what concerns the happiness of
mankind in a state of society,’] entered cities, and studied the
manners of their inhabitants: 1 gained admission isto palaces,
and observed the conduct of those who govern I wandered over
the country, and examined the condition of the peasants : and
no where perceiving aught but robbery und devastation, tyranny
and wretchedness, my heart was oppressed with sorrow and
indignation,

Every day I found in my route fields abandoned by the plough,
villuges deserted, and cities in ruins. Frequently 1 met with
antique monuments ; wrecks of temples, ﬁlla((!, and fortifica-
tioms; pillars, aqueducts, sepulchres, y these objects my

® That is. 1584 of the Christian sera, and 1108 of the Hegira, The erigrae
fiom of the Tartars ook place in March, immediately on the mwantieste of the
emprem dechwing the Crimes to ta incorporated with Hessia,

+ 1t was Chatun Guersh.  Geogis Khan was borse sad served by the biage
whom be conquersd = Chabin, o the ceatrary, after selling bis countey for n
pensian of gty Ihausand roubles, accepted the commamnicn of caglain of geands
10 Catherine I, He sfterwands returned home, and, sccording to caslom, Wis
siranghed by the Turks

4]




2 A SURVEY OF THE

thoughts were directed to past ages, and my mind absorbed in
serious and profound meditatiod, .

Arrived at Hamsa on the borders of the Ovontes, and being
at o great disance from the city of Palmyra, situated in the
desert, | resolved to examine for myself its boasted monuments,
After three days travel in barren solitude, and having passed
through a valley filled with grottoes and tombs, my cyes were
suddenly struck, on leaving this valley and entering a plain,
with & most astonishing scene of ruins. It consssted of & count-
less multitude of superb columns standing erect, and which, like
the avenues of our parks, extended in regular files farther than
the exe could reach, Among these columns magnificent edifices
were observeable, some entire, others in a state half demolished.
The ground was covered on all sides with fragments of similar
buildings, cornices, capitals, shafis, entablatures, amd pilasters,
all constructed of a marble of admirable whiteness and exquisite
workmanship, After a walk of three quarters of an hour along
these rains, | entered the inclosure of a vast edifice which bad
forwerly been a temple dedicated to the sun; and I accepted the
hospitality of some poor Arabian peasants, who bad established
their huts in the very area of the temple.  Here | resolved for
some days to remain, that | might contemplate, at leisure, the
beauty of 50 many stupendous works,

Every day 1 visited some of the monuments which covered the
plain; and one evening that, my mind lost in reflection,” I had
advanced as far as the Falley of Sepwlchres, 1 ascended the
heights that bound it, and from which the eye commands at once
the whole of the ruins and the immensity of the desert,—~The
sun had just sunk below the horizon ; a streak of red still marked
the place of his descent, behind the distant mountains of Syria
the full moon, appearing with brightoess upon a ground of deep
biue, rose in the east from the swooth bank of the Euphrates ;
the sky was unclouded ; the air calm and serene ; the expiring
light of day served to soften the horror of approaching darkness;
the refreshing breeze of the night gratefully relieved the intoler-
able sultriness of the day that had preceded ity the shephberds
had led the camscls to their stalls; the grey firmament bounded
the silent Inndscape ; through the whole desert every thing was
marked with stillness, undisturbed but by the mournful cries of
the brid of night, and of some chacols®*.—The dusk inereased,
and ulready | could distinguish nothing more than the pale
phantoms of walls and columns,—The solitariness of the situa.
tion, the seremity of eveming, and the grandcur of the sccae,
impressed my mind with veligious thoughtlulness, T'he view

* An suiunl cousderatdy like the 'fux, but Jew l-lll;lﬂr‘, sad of o frigheful
sepect. U Jives upon dead bodios, and rocks and reis are the phaces of s
habitaticn.




REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES. 3

of an illustrious city deserted, the remembrance of rmt times
their comparison with the present state of things, al mmb&n«i
to raise my heart to a strain of sublime meditation. I sat down
on the base of a column ; and there, my elbow on my knee, andl
my head resting on my hand, sometimes tarning my eyes towards
the desert, and souetines fixing them on the ruins, | fell into &
profound reverie,

CHAP. L

MEBITATIONS.

MHene, said T to myself, an opulent city once flourished ; this
was the seat of a powerful empire. Yes, these places, now so
dosert, a living multitude formerly animated, and an active
crowd cireulated in the streets which at present are so solitary.
Within those walls, where a mournful silence reigns, the noise
of the arts and the shouts of joy and Festivity continually re-
sounded. These heaps of marble formed regular palaces, these
prostrate pillars were the majestic orsaments of temples, these
ruinous galleries present the outlines of public places. There
a numserous people assembled for the respectable duties of its
worship, or the anxious cares of its subsistence : thero indusiry,
the fruitful inventor of sources of enjoyment, collected together
the riches of every climate, and the purple of Tyre was ex-
changed for the precious thread of Serica®; the soft tissues of
Cassimeret for the sumptuous carpets of Lydia: the amber of the
Baltic for the pearls and perfumses of Arabia ; the gold of Ophirg
for the pewter of Thule,

And mow a mournful skeleton is all that subsists of this
opulent city, and nothing remains of its powerful government
but & vain and obscure remembrance! To the tumultuons throng
which crowded under these porticos, the solitude of death has
stiecoeded. The silence of the tomb is substituted for the ham
of public places. The o[mlrnro of a commercial eity is changed
into hideous poverty. “The palaces of kings are becomwe the re-

coptacle of deer, and unclean reptiles inhabit the sanctuary of

* That &, the silk ongimlly devived from 1he moontainois couslry wlhere
the grest wall termlnates, and which sppean to bave been the cradle of the
Chivmse empire.

+ The shawls wiich Exekiel socmas to bavo Jewarited under the appeclisticn
of Chowud-choud.

2 This coustry, which wus e of the twelve Arab cantons, and whivh has
w0 mach zed o wisoccomlully tees sosght for by 1he antiqoaries, has left
Bowerer sone Leaoe of el in O, in The proviace of Oxsnan, upen the Pessan
Gulph, neighbeurisg on cac side 2o the Sabeans, wha are cedelbrated by Strabo
for Uheir plenty of 2old, and w0 the othee to Acta or Hevils, wheeo the pearl
Babicry wan carpied ou.  See the @7th chagter of Eackich, which gives a yery
curioas apd catemive picture of the comicron of Asia ab Yhat pened.

-
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the What glory is here ecli , and how many labouars
are mlled!—"l'h'm rish tbcp:':’rh of men, and thus do
nations and empires vanish away,

The history of past times strongly presented itself to my
thoughts, T ealled to mind those distant ages whea twenty ce-
lebrated mations inkabited the country around me. | pictured
to myself the Assyrian on the banks of the Tygris, the Chal-
diean on these of the Euphrates, the Persian whose power ex.
tended from the Indus to the Mediterranean, 1 enumerated the
kingdoms of Damoscus and Idemea ; of Jerusalem and Samaria:
and the warlike states of the Philistines ; and the commercial
rupublics of Phenicia. This Syria, said 1 to myself, now almast
depopuluted, then contained a bundred floursshing citios, and
abounded with towns, villages, and hamlets* Every where one
mi‘(hl bave seen cultivated ficlds, frequented roads, and crowded
habitations. Ah! what are become of those ages of abundance
and of life? What are become of so many productions of the
hand of wan? Where are those ramparts of Ninoveh, those
walls of Babylon, those palaces of Persepolis, and those teme
ples of Balbec and of Jerusalom? Where are those fleets of Tyre,
those dock-yards of Arad, those work-shops of Sidon, and that
multitude of mariners, pilots, merchants, and soldiers ! Where
thase bushandmen, those harvests, that picture of animated na-
ture of which the earth seemed proud ! Alas! I have traversed
this desalate country, 1 bave visited the places that were the
theatre of so much splendour, and I bave nothing beheld but
solitude and desertion! 1 looked for those ancieat people and
their works; and all T could find was & faint trace, lic‘; to what
the foot of a passenger leaves on the sand, The temples are
thrown down, the palaces demolished, the ports filled up, the
towns destroyed, and the earth, stript of inhabitants, scems a .
dreary burying-place.—~Great God ! from whence proceed such
melancholy revolutions 2 Eor what cause is the fortune of these
countres so strikingly changed? Why are so many cities de-
stroyed ! Why is net that ancient population reproduced and
porr-umlt'd i

Thus_absorbed in contemplation, new idens continually pre-
sented thesaselvos to my thoughts,  Every thing, continued I,
misleads my ‘iudgmoul and fills my heart with trouble and un-
certainty.  When these countries enjoved nhat constitutes the
glory and felicity of mankind, they were an wabeliceing people
who inbabited thems : It was the Phenician, offering husan sa-
erifices to Moloch, who brought together within his walls the
riches of every climate ; it was the Chaldaan, prostrating hins.
self before a serpentt, who subjugated opulent eitios, and laid

* A md-g to Juq-bu and .\c.n'-h)-._;Lm were in Syrnia twelve @it of
souks; spd the trmces that remais of coliwre and habitation cosdinm e calculat b,
1 The dragon Bel,
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waste the palaces of kings and the temples of the gods ; it was
the Persian, the worshipper of fire, who collectod the tributes
of a hundred nations; lﬂ::\' were the inbabitants of this very
city, adorers of the sun and stars, who erected 80 many monu-
ments of afluence and luxury, Numerous flocks, fertife fields,
abundant harvests, every thing that should have been the re.
ward of piely, was in the hands of idolaters : and now thatn be.
lieving and kely people occupy these countries, nothing is to be
scen but solitude and sterility.  The carth undor these Wessed
kands produces only briars and woemwood. Man sows in an-

uish, and reaps vexation and cares; war, famine, and pesti-
fvn«-. assault him in turm, Yet, are not these the chiliren of
the prophets 7 This Christian, this Mussulman, this Jew, are
they not the elect of Heaven, loaded with gifls and miracles ?
Why then is this race, beloved of the Divinity, deprived of the
favours which were formerly showered upon the Heathen ? Why
do these lands, comscerated by the blood of the martyrs, no
longer boast their former tesoperatare and fertility 7 Why have
those favours been banished, as it were, and transferred for so
wany ages to other nations and different climes?

Aund here, pursning the course of vicissitudes, which have, in
turn, transmitted the seeptre of the world to peogle so various
in manners and religion, from those of ancient Asia down to the
mare recent ones of Europe, my native country, designated by
this name, was awakened in my mind, and tarning my eves 1o-
wards it, all my thoughts Sxed upon the situation in which I had
left ie*, .

1 recollected its fields, so richly cultivated ¢.its roads, so ad-
mirably exccutedy its towns inbabited by an immense nulti-
tude g, its ships scattered over every ocean y, its ports filled with
the produce of cither India ;; and comparing the activity of its
comuseree, the extent of its navigation, the magunificence of its
baildings, the arts and industry of its inhabitants, with all that
Egypt and Syria could formerly boast of a similar wature, 1
pleased myself with the idea that 1 had found in modern Evrope
the past urlcnd»ur of Asia: but the charm of my reverie was
wesently dissolved by the last step of the comparison, Reflect- Y
ing that if the places before me had once exhibited this animated
picture |, who, said I to myself] ean assure me, that their preseat
dosolation will pot ome day be the lot of our own country? who
knows but that hereafter some traveller like myself will sit down
upon the banks of the Seine, the Thames, of the Zuyder s,
where now, in the tumult of enjoyment, the beart and the eyes
are too slow to take in the maltitede of sensations : who knows
but be will sit down solitary, amid silent ruios, and WEEp & peo.
pie inurned, ned their greatness changed into an emply name,

*lu Iln.-.,n;; L} sé. at the close of 2e Amierican war
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The idea brought tears into my eyes; wnd covering wy head
with the flap of my garment, I gave myselfup to the most gloom
meditations on haman affair, Unbappy man! said 1 in my griely
a blind fatality plays with thy destiny®! a fatal necessty rules
by chance the ot of mortals! But, no: they are the decrees of
cebestial justice that are accomplishing! A mysteriows God ex-
ercises his incomprebensible judgments! Ho has doubtloss pro-
nounced a secret malediction against the earth; he has struck
with @ curse the present race of men, in revenge of past gencra-
tions. Ok ! who shall dure to fathom the depths of the Divinity ?

Aund I resuined immoyeable, plunged in profound melancholy.

CHAP. 11L

Tur Arramiriox,

Ix the mean time & noise struck my ear like to the agitation
of a flowing robe, and the slow steps of a foot, upon the dry and
rustling grass.  Alarmed, 1 drow my mantle from my brmz_ and
easting round me a timid glance, suddenly, by the olscure light
of the moon, through the pillars and ruins of a tewple, 1 thought
1 san, at my left, a pale apparition, enveloped in an immnense
drupery, similar to what spectres are painted w hen issuing out
of the tombs, I shuddered; and while, im this troubled state, |
was besitating whether to fly, or ascertain the reality of the
visiom, a hollow voice, in grave and solemn nccents, thus ad-
dressed me :

How long will man importune the heavens with unjust eom-
plaint : How long, with vain clamours, will be accuse Fate as
the autbor of his calamities ? Will he then never open his eyes
to the light, and his heart to the insinwations of truth and veason?
This truth every where presents iteelf in radiant brightness, and
he does not see it! The voice of reason strikes hss car, and be
does not hear it! Unjust man ! il you can for 2 momeat wiws pend
the delusion which fascimates your senses, if your heart be capa-
Ble of comprehending the language of argumentation, intervo-
gate these rwins ! read the lessons which they preseat to you!—
And you, sacred temples! venerable tombs! wa I3 owee glovious!
the witnesses of twenty different ages, appear in the eanse of
nintere herselft come to the tribunal of sound understanding, to
bear testiniony against an unjsst accusation, to cunl'uuucfllle
declamations of filse wisdom or hypoeritical piety, and mveuge
the heavens and the earth of wan ; who culminates them ! ‘

What is this blind fatality, that, without order or laws, sporis
with the lot of mortals # What this unjust necessity, which con-

* This s the unisersal sod rooted gavgudice of the Last. “ 1t was s\uum::
s there the mivwer 1o overy thing. eore roull ss sacoucern zud apathy,
the most powerliul impedinosts (0 malructivy sl dvikestios,
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founds the issue of actions, be thoy these of prudence or those
of folly ! In what consists the maledictions of Heaven denounced
agaiust these coantries ! where is the divine curse that perpetu.
ates this scene of desolation ! Monuments of past ages! say,
Bave the heavens changed their laws, and the earth s course ?
Has tho sun extinguished his fires in the region of space ! Do
the scas no leoger seand forth clouds I Are the rain aad the dow
Gxed in the air? Do the mountains retain their springs 7 Are
the streams dried up ! and do the plants no more bear fruit and
secd ! Auswer, race of fulshood aod iniquity ! has God troubled
the primitive and invariable order which he himself assigned to
nature } Has heaven denied to the earth, and the earth to its in-
babitants, the blessings that were formerly dispensed? If the
creation has remained the same, if its sonrees nnd its instrunsends
are exactly what they once were, wherefore should not the pre-
sont race have every thing within their reach that their ancestors
enjoved ! Falsely do you accuse Fate and the Divinity ; injuri.

owsly do you refer to God the cause of your evils. Tell me, -

verse and hypoenitical race ! if these places are desolute, if
powerful cities are reduced to solitude, is it he that has occs.
sioned the ruin ? Ls it his hand that has thrown down these wallé,
sapped these temples, mutilated these pillars ' or is it the band of
man ! Isit the arm of God that kas introduced the sword into the
city and set fire to the country, murdered the people, burned the
harvests, rooted up the trees;, 2nd ravaged the pastures ! or is it
the srs of man ! And when, after this dovastation, famine bay
started up, i3 it the vengeance of God that has sent i, or the
mad fary of mortals i When, during the famine, the people are
fod with unwholesomse provision, and pestilence ensues, 4 it ine
flicted by the anger of Heaven, or brought about by human jm-
prodesce ? When war, famine, and pestilence united, have sept
nway the inkabitants, and the land i beeome a desert, is it God
who has dopopulated it 7 Ls it st his rapacity that plunders the
Jabourer, ravages the productive fields, and lays waste the coun.
try ! or the rapacity of those who govern 7 iu it his pride that
creates murderons wars ! or the Pﬁdc of kings and their minics
tern? Bs it the venality of his decisions that overthrows the for-
tune of families ! or the venality of the organs of the laws ! Are
they his passions that, under a thowsand forms, torment indivi.
duals and wations ! or the passions of human beings # And if in
the anguish of their misfortunes they perecive not the remedies,
i it tho ignorance of God that i ja fault? or thoir own ignoranee?
Cease, then, to accuse the decrees of Fate or the judgments of
Heaven ! If God is good, will he be the author of your punish-
ment? 1Che is just, will he be the accomplice of your erismes ?
No, no: the caprice of which man eomplains, is not the caprice
of destiny 3 the darkmess that misleads his reason, is not tbe dark-
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ness of God: the source of his calamlties is not in the distant
heavens, bat near to him upon the earth : it is not concealed in *
the bosom of the Divinity ; it resides in himself, man bears it
in his heart.
You murmur, and say: Why have an unbelieving people en-
joved the blessings of beaven and of the carth? Why is a holy .
and chosen race less fortunate than impious geacrations ! De-
luded man ! where is the contradiction at which you take offence?
Where the inconsistency in which you suppese the justice of
God to be involved ! Take the balance of Llrminzt and eala-
mities, of causes and effvcts, and tell me,—When those infidels
observed the laws of the earth and the heavens, when they re- '
gulated their intelligent labours by the order of the seasons and
the course of the stars, ought God to have troubled the equili- '
briums of the world to defeat their prudence 7 When they culti-
vated with care and toil the face of the country around you,
ought he to have turned aside the raia, to kave withheld the fer-
tilizing dews, and eansed thorns to spring up ! When, to reader
this parched and barren soil productive, theirindustry constructed
aqueducts, dug canals, am!l bronght the distant waters across
the deserts, ought he to have blighted the harvest which art had
created ; to have desolated a country that had been peopled in
peace; to have demolished the towns which labour bad caused
to flourish ; in fine, to have deranged and confounded the order
established by the wisdom of man ! And what is this infdelity
which fonnded copires by prudence, defended them by courage,
and strengthened them by justice: which raised magnificent
citios, formed vast ports, drained pestilential marshes, covered
the sea with ships, the carth with ishabitants, and, like the
creative spirit, difused life and motion through the world, If
such is impiety, what is true belief?  Does holiness consist in
destruction ? 1s then the God that peoples the air with birds, the
earth with animals, and the waters with reptiles ; the God that
animates universal nature, a God that delights in ruins and
sepulebres? Does he ask devestation for homnge, and conflagra-
tioa for sacrifice 7 Would he have groans for hymns, murderers
to worship him, and a desert and ravaged world for his temple ?
Yet such, boly and foithful generation, are your works | 'l‘l\r-'-o
are the fruits of your picty/ You have massacred the people,
reduced cities to ashes, destroyed all traces of cultivation, made
the earth & solitade; and you demand the reward of your la-
bours! Miracles are mot too much for your advantage ! For you
the persants that you have murdered should be revived ; the walls
you have thrown down should rise again; the harvests you have
ravaged should flourish; the conduits that you have broken
+down should be renewed ; the laws of heaven and carth, these
laws which God bas established for the display of his greatuess
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and his magnificence, those laws anterfor to all revelations and
to all prophets, those laws which passion canmot alter and
ignorance cannot pervert, should be superseded. Passion knows
!gm not ; igmorance, which observes no cause and predicts no
effect, has said im the foolishness of her beart: “ Every lhin*
comes from chance; & blind fatality distributes good and evi

tipon the earth ; success is not to the prudent, nor felicity to the
wise." Or else, asuming the langwage of hypoerisy, sho has
said: “ Every thing comes from God: and it s his sovereign
pleasure to doceive the sage, and o confound the judicious.”
And she has contemplated the imagisary scene with complacency.
% Good I" sbe has exclaimed, * | then am as well endowed as
the science that despises me! The cold prudence which ever-
more baunts and torments me, 1 will render useless by & lacky
intervention of Providence,” Cupidity bas joined the chorus,

1 100 will oppress the weak; T will wring from him the fruits of -

his labour : for such is the decree of Heaven, such the omaipo-
tent will of Fate,"—For myself, 1 swear by all laws human
and divine, by the laws of the human heart, that the hypocrite
and the deceiver shall be thomselves deceived ; the unjust man
shall perish in his rapacity, and the tyrant in his usurpation : the
sun shall change its course, before folly shall prevail over wisdom
and schence, before stupidity shall surpass prudence in the delicate
art of procuring 1o man his true enjoywent, and of bailding his
happiness upon a'solid foundation,

‘. CHAP, 1V,
Tue Hexisrurnr,

Tuvs spoke the Apparition. Astonished at his discourse,
and my heart agitated by a diversity of reflections, 1 was for
some time silent, At bength assuming the courage to speak, |
thus nddressed him : O Genius of tombs and ruins | yoor sudden
appearance and your severity have thrown my senses into dis-
order, but the justness of your reasoning restores confidence to
my soul, Pardon my igmorance. Alas! if man is blind, can
that which constitutes his torment be also his crime 2 1 was un-
able to distinguish the voice of reason : but the moment it was
known to me, 1 gave it welcome. Oh! if you can read my
hoart, you know how desirous itis of trath, and with what
ardour it seeks it; you know that it is in this pursuit I am now
found in these remote places. Alas! I bave wandered over the
earth, | have visited citics and countries; and pereeiving ever
where misery and desolation, the seatiment of the evils by which
my fellow creatures are tormented hax dooply aflicted sy mind !
1 have said to myself with a sigh : Is man, then, created to be
the victim of rm and amguish? And | have meditated upon
human evils, that | wight find out their remedy, 1 have said,

C
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1 will separate myself from corrupt societies ; I will remove far
from palaces where the soul is depraved by satiety, and from |
cottages where it is humbled by misery. I will dwell in solitude
amidst the ruins of cities : 1 will enquire of the monuments of
antiquity what was the wisdom of former ages: in the very
Bosoes of sepulehres T will invoke the spirit that formerly in
Asia gave splendour to states and glory to their people : T will
enquire of the ashes of legislators what cawses have erected and
overthrown empires; what are the principles of national pros.
perity and misfortune ; what the maxims upon which the peace
of society and the happiness of man ought to be founded.
I stopped ; and casting down my eyes, I waited the reply of
the Gentus,  Peace and happiness, said he, descend upon him
who practises justice! Young man, since vour heart searches
after truth with sincerity; since you ean distinguish her form
through the midst of peejudices which blind the eyes, your ine
quiry shall mot be vain 1 1 will display to your view this truth
of which you are in purssit; T will show to your reason the
koowledge which you desire; I will reveal to you the wisdom -
of the tombs, and the science of ages.—Then approaching me,
and placing his band upon my head, Rise, modm said he, and
disenguge yourself from that corporeal frame with which you !
are incumbered, —lnstantly, penetrated as with a celestial flame,
the ties that fix us to the carth seemed to be loosencd ; and
lifted by the wing of the Genius, I felt myself like a light vapour :
coaveyed in the uppermost region. ‘There, from above the .
atmosphere, looking down towards the earth I had quitted, I -
beheld a scene entively new. Under my feet, foating in empty
space, & globe similar to that of the moon, but smaller, and less
luminops, presented to me one of its faces® ; and this face had
the appearance of a disk variegated with spots, some of thess
white and nebulous, others brown, grees and grev: and while
1 exerted my powers in discerning and discriminating these
spots—Disciple of truth, said the Genius to me, bave you any
recollection of this spectacle 2 O Genius, 1 replied, if I did not
perceive the moon in a different part of the heaveas, I should
suppose the orb below me to be that planet; for ils appearunce
rescmbles perfectly the moon viewed through a telescope at the
tinse of an eclipse : one might be apt to think the variegated
spots 1o he scas and continents,
Yes, said he to me, they are the seas and continents of the
very hemisphere you inhabit.
What, exclaimed I, is that the earth that is inbabited by ha-
‘man beings ?
Itis, replied he. That brown spsce which occupies irregularly
a considerable partion of the disk, and nearly surrounds it an

— - -—

* Sce Piato I n:cm.uing ha¥f the M&T{Eu
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all sides, is nhul.ycm eall the main ocean, which, from the

. wouth pole advancisng towards the equator, first forms the great

eulf of Africa and India, thes stretches to the cast across the
Slnhy Tslands, as far as the confines of T.m%:: while at the
west i incloses the continents of Africa and of Europe, reach-
ing to the north of Asia.

il-der our feet, that peninsula of & square figure is the desert
countey of Arabia, and on the left you perecive that great coati-
ment, scarcely less barren in its interior parts, and oaly verdant
as it approaches the ses, the inbabitants of which are dis-
tinguished by a sable eomplexion®, To the north, and on the
other side o} an irregular and narrow seat, are the tracts of
Kurope, rich in fertile meadows and in all the luxwriance of
cultivation. 'To the right from the Caspian, extend the rugged
surface and smow-topt hills of Tartary. In bringing back the
eve again to the spot over which we are elevated, you soe &
large white space, the melancholy and usiform desert of Cobi,
cutting off the empire of China from the rest of the world, Chioa
itself 1s that furrowed surface which seewss by a suddea obliguity
to escape from (he view. Farther on, those vast tongwes of
land and scattered points, are the pesiasula, and islands of the
Malayans, the unfortunate proprictors of aromatics and per-
fumes. Still nearer you o{mﬂo a triangle which rpro'ccu
stroagly into the sca, and is the too famous pesinsula of Tudia.}
You see the crooked windings of the Ganges, the ambitious
mountains of Thibet, the unfortunate valley of Cassimere (12),
the discouraging deserts of Persis, the banks of the Eaphrates
and the Tigns, the rough bed of Jordan (4), and the mouths of
the solitary Nile, [See the Plate.)

O Gesias, said 1, inteerupting him, the organ of a mortal
would in vain attempt to disingaish objects at so great a dis-
tapce., Immediately he touched my eyes, and they became
more piercing than those of the eagle ; notwithstanding which,
rivers appeared to me no more than meandering ribands, ridges
of mountains, irregular furrows, and great cities & nest of
't:»:: varied among themselves like the squares in a chess-

The Genlus proceeded to point out the different objects to e
with his finger, and to develope them s he proceeded, These
heaps of ruins, said he, that you observe in this narrow valley,
laved by the Nile, ave all that remains of the opulent cities that
gave lustre to the ancient kingdom of Ethiopiaf. Here is the”

* Afeica. t The Mediterranean,
¢ OFf what real goad has been the commerce of lndia to the mans of yeos
plo t Ou the coatrary, bow great the evil ecvasioard by the supenstition of this
sountry having been added to the general sogonslition
b Bs'the deat volume of the Eucy clopndia will appear & ol respecting
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monument of its splendid motropolis, Thebes with its bundred
palaces®, the progenitor of cities, the memento of human frailty,

’ 1he chrosology of the twelve ages snterionto the passing of Xerxes into Greece, '
in which [ concelve mywlf to have groved, that Upper Egypt fermerty cote- :
peoed & distinet Kingdem, kivws 10 the Hebrews Uy the satme of Kows, 0pd 1o

which the aticn of Ethiopia was specially given.  This Kingdowm pre-

served its mdependence (o the time of Prammctscws, al which peviod, being -
Usited 10 the Lower Egypt, it loat its neme of Exbiopis, wlhich thenceforth was r
bestowed spon the nstssos of Nedis, and upos the differcat hordes of Blacks,

indudiag Thebes, their uatrepolia,

* The idea of a city with s husdred gutes, in the common scoeptation of the
weed, 1100 sbaurd, thet | am sstacished the egquirogue has sot before been felr.

I has ever been the castom of the East te call painces aud houses of the great s
by the name of gates, bovanse the pricege! leaury of these buikdings cominty .
In the singular gate lendisg from tho street Iofo the ceart, st the faribest ex.
tremity of which the palace i situsted [t bs sader the vestibule of this gile
that comveration s held with prosengen, 3nd & sert of sudsesce 3ud hosrta-
Bty given. ALl this was dosbiles koows to hsmer ; bt peets mmade 1o come-
meatare, sad readers Jove the marvelions,

This ciry of Theles, vow Loangor, reduced to he condition of & misersble
Fillage, has beft astonishing mosaments of its magnificence, Particalars of 1his
Eaay be seru in 1he plates of Needes, in Pacock, and in 1he recent travels of
Broce. These monaments give cradibality te alf that Hemer has relsted of ite
aplendour aud bod s 10 Infer of its political power sod exterinl commerce,

s peegrapbacal postion was fias osrable 80 this twafuld ebject For, ou ene

lﬂ- velley of the Nile, siagularly fertile, must have carly cccasoned & wu-
AT tlathon; and, en the other, the ed Nes giv g commsicatlon with
Arnabia :z‘luﬁo. and the Nile with Abyeinia and the Mediterrasens, Thebes
Wk thas materally allied to the nebest coustrios on the globe ; an alliance that
procured i an sclivity so msch the grester, sa Lower Egspt, ot it & swamp,
was nearly, if wol totally seinlabited.  Bat whem of leugth this counlry hed
Loen drasincd by the casals sad dikes which Sevestra constructod, pepaiation
wan (utreduced (here, aed wins arme which proved fatl o the power of
Thebes.  Commerce then tosk asother roste, asd descended 1o the point of
the Hed Ses, 10 1he canals of Sesontrin (see Strabo), a0d weslth asd activity
were transferred to Memsphis, This is manifestly what [Nodorus seass, when
he telle ws [Lib. L Sect. 2.) that as seos & Menphis was extablished sad made
& wholsome and delicious abode, kings Muadoned Thebes 1o Hix themmelees
there.  ‘Thas Theles continued te dechue, and Memnpdis 1o Nourinhs, 1l the
time of Alexsnder, who, belding Alexsmdria oo the boeder of the sea, cosned
)Icm- o fall jn its Turs; o that prosperity and power wem 10 have des
we bstonaally step by step slong the Node: wlhence i resalis, Loth phy-
sically sad NWL‘"?. tht tha exmtence of Thebes was prior 1o 1hat of L
her citien.  The testimony of writers is very powitive in this respet. *The
Theburs,” s Diedorus, * consider themaeives ms the most sciest peeple of
he eaeth, sad sasert, that with thems ureginated philosopliy asd the sicnce of
the staen.  Their cosstion, it w troe, o Wilindely favosrabide 10 sstronomical
obwervation, and they have a meee sccurate divisios of tae wbs moalha and
Yyoars (han other sations,™ &«

What Diedorus says of the Theluns, every auther, and Maysell elsewhere,
repeat of the Ethiopians, which tends moee rely to palabinh the slentity of
Kuu- of which 1 have spoles. = The Ethioplans conceive themselvrs (says

€ Lib, 11L) 8o be of greater sntiquity than ses oiher watios ; and it s proba-
ble that, bora under the sin's path, its warsarh way have ripened them earlier
then other wew. They swppose thewacdves ako 10 be the uremtors of divine
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1t was there that a people since forgotten, discovered the elements
of science and art, at & timse whea all other men were barbarous,
and that & race, now regarded as the refuse of socicty, because
their hair is woolly, and their skin is dark, explored among the

henomena of sature, those civil and religious systems which
Lw since held wankind in awe, A little lower the dark spots
that you observe are the pyramids (1) whose names bave over-
whelised your imagination. Farther on, the coust (3) that you
behold limited by the sea o one side, and by a ridge of mouns
tains on the other, was the abode of the Phenician nations ;
there stood the powerful cities of Tyre, Sidon, Ascalon, Gaza,
and Berytas, This stream of water, which seews to disembogue
itself into no sea (1), is the Jordan ; and these barren rocks were
formerly the sceme of events, whose tale may not be forgotten,
Here you Bad the desert of Horeb, and the hill of Sisai (5),
where, by artifice which the vulgar were unable to penctrate, a
subtle and daring leader gave birth to institutions of memorable
influence wpon the history of mankind, Upon the barren strip
of land which borders upon this desert, you soe no loager any

LR B B ™ O

wanship, of feativaly, of wolems smcmblion, of sacrificm, and clcwr’ other re.
hglous peactice.  They affirm, 1hat the Egspliaas see one of their colonies,
wed that the Delta, which was formerly sea, Became land by the cosglosserns.
tion of the earth of the higher couniry, which was wahicd down by 1he Nile.
I'hey have, like the Egyptam, two spocion of letters, Mevoglyphscs and the
alphatet ; bat amony 1he Fgyptians the fost was keonn osly to the pricsts,
awd by them transmitted from ather 10 san, wherras Both species are conmen
amaong the Ethispiany™

= The Blcoprass,” sways Lacea, page 083, * were the firdt who tavented the
pclence of the sars, and gave sames 1o the plasets, pot 3t randen and without
woaniag, bet doncviptive of the qualities which they concrived them to pes-
sewn ) sod it was fross Chers that this art pased, 25l ju ss imgerfect state, to
the Eyyplaws.

It wosid Be easy to mcltiply citatioas upea this sabject | feom all which &
follows, that wo bave the Mrougest reason 1o believe that the country nelgh. |
beurmyg to the tropic, was the coadie of the aciesces, 3nd of conseguence that
the Aot learned watios was 2 naton of Blacks, for it s lncostroventible, that
By the tevm Filieptas, the ancienis mesnt 10 represert & people of black
complexion, thack Jips, and woolly beir, | am therefore Inchined 1o believe
thiat the sshalatsats of Lower Egypt were fommerly a foresge celony smpeeted
from Syriv and Arabis, » mediey of ditfercut 1ndes of Savages, ongiually shep.
berds awd Gabiermien, who by degroes formesd themaelves 1140 & nation, and
who, by sature snd donoont, wer esesies of the Thebaus, by whom they
were ne dealit despined 3nd treated as Larbavians,

[ have suggosied the same idoas 1o my Travels into Sy, Gusded upea the

“black ¢ exion of the Sphinx. | bave wace ascertained, that the antigue
images of Luis have 1he same characterntuon | and Me. Broce has elleved &
nalitede of anslogoss facte: bat thin traveller, of whom | heand seamne mea-

- Thom st Cadro, baa o istermones Hesn facts, with certalo systematic opiuioes,
1hat we should bave recoanse 1o bis warmatives will csation,
. I¥ ix stugular 1hat Africa, silusivd wo near us, shaald be the comntry oa earth

which & the Jeast huowa.  The Eagluh are at this moment makiog stiempls,
e succems of which sught to excite our ewsnlatng,
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trace of splendor ; and vet here was formerly the magazine of
the world. Here were the ports of the Idumeans®, from whence
the feets of the Phenicians and the Jews, coasting the peninsula
of Arabia, bent their voyages to the Persian gulf, and imported
from thence the pearls of Havila, the gold of Saba and Ophir,
It was here, on the side of Oman and Barhain, that existed that
vite of magnificent and loxurious commerce, which, as it was
transplanted from country 1o conntry, decided upon the fate of
ancient nations.  Hither were brooght the vegetable aromatics,
and the precious stones of Ceylon, the shawls of Cassimere, the
diamonds of Golconda, the amber of the Maldives, the musk of

- * Ailah {E%oth ), Atviom-Gaber (Heston-Geber). The aame of the finst of
hese towne stall sahwints in il rains, at The point of the zelph of the fled Sea,
and i the reute whicly the giigrinm take 1o Mecca.  Flesion has st present so
taace, say movee 1han Quelsous and Faran : 3t was, however, the bartwer for
the flects of Selomon. - The vessels of thim peince, condocied by the ‘I'yriaps,
sailed siong 1he comt of Arabia to Ophir i the Pervian Gulph, thus epening »
eommumcalion w®h the merchanty of ladia asd Ceylon,  That this savigas
tien waa culicely of Tyrian investion, sppeans both from the palots and ship.
baiders employed by the Jews, sad 1he sames 1hat were gireu 1o the trading
Blaads, vie Tyres aod Acadus, now Darhsin, The voyage wan pecformed in
teo dilferent wodes, cither in canoex of geicr sad rushicn, covered cn the ouls
sde with skios dove over nilh patch: these vessels were unable to quit the
Hel Sea, o w0 muwch a3 0o leare the shore.  The second mode of carrying on
the teade was by wean of vemels wilh decks of the size of car loag hosts,
wisch were able 1o pass the strait and 1o westher the dasgen of the ocens ;
bt for this purpose it wes necessary 1o briag the woed from Mosut Lebasos
and Cilicia, where ot s very fioe end o grost sbandance,  This wood was firt
omveyed b Bouts from Taras 1o Phenicm, for wich rean the vemels were
exlled abips of Tarsus: frem whence i bas Been ridiculondy iuferred, that
they went romnd the promentory of Afrsce s far 23 Toetosa o Spain.  From
Phewbom it wis trasspirted on the backs of camels 10 the Red Seq, which
practice still continnes, Becasae the shores of this ses are sbsaluiely vapeovided
wal woed even for fuel. These vesocls spent a complete year vu their voyage,
1hat s, sadied cae sear, sojsurped ssother, sad did net returs 11 the thied,
This teadionsaess wos owieg, fint o their cruizmg frem port 10 port, = thoy

do ot gresent | secoudly, 10 Their besag detaned by the Musssos currests; ayd
thindly, bevaime acconding to the calpalation of Micy aml Strabe, ot was the
eodivary puactioe among the ancients 10 spend three years in a voyage of
twelve Mandred Teagaes, Soch o commernce st have becu very expensve,
goartecsarly as thes were abliged 10 curry with them Wicir prosisions sl even
freah water.  For this resson =oloman made himself master of Maluns e, which
e ot thot time ndaluied, apd was alreads the magrzine ead bgh read of
merchaats By way of the Eaphrates,  This canguest Bevaght Solmon mech
pearer Lo e cosutry of gold and peadis.  Ths alterastive of & reute enher
by the Red Sex or by 1he ricer Daplirates was 0o the aocients, what iu lafer
e hias beea the sitersative s a vayege to the lndies, either by cromsing the
lathmes of Surz or doalduy the Cape of Gosd Hepe, It apgesrs that 1l the
Bere of Moses tls trade won carried om arvoss the desest of Ssne wed Thesin
that afteswards it fell lato the bands of the Pheatciams, who fixed it site vpon
the Mol Sea, and thal it was metesl jealossy 1 hat saduced the bigs of Nineveh
sad Babyboa 10 medertaie tho destruction of Tyre sard Jovusalem. | lusit the
weee wpon these fats, becaas 1 have aorer soon say Whiug ressouable upou

the salynt,
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Thibet, the aloes of Cochin, the ‘?u and the peacocks of the
continent of India, the inconse of Hadramut, the myrrb, the silver,
the gold dust, and the ivory of Africs. From hence were €x-
ported, sometimes by the Black Sea, inships of Egypt and Syria,

) these commoditics, which constituted the opulence of Thebes,
Sidon, Memphis, and Jerusalem ; somelipses asconding the course

of the Tygris and the Kuphrates, they awakened the activity of

the Assyrians, the Medos, the Chaldeans, and the Persians, and
aecording as they were used or abused, cherished or overturned
their wealth and prosperity. Hence grew up the magnificence
of Persepolis, of which you may ohserve the mouldering columas

(8); of Echatana [9), whose sevenfold walls are levelled with

the earth; of Babylon (10), the ruins of which are trodden une

der foot of men®, of Nineveh (11), whose name seems to be
threatemed with the same oblivion that has overtaken ils greats
ness ; of Thapsacus, of Anatho, of Gerra, and of the melancholy
and memorable Palmyra, O nauses, for ever glorious ! ¢

brated fields * fumous countries ! how replete is your aspeet with

; sublime instruction ! How many profound truths are wrilten on

the surface of this carth! Ye places that here witnessed the life
of map, in so many different ages, aid wy recollection while 1
endeavour to trace the revolutions of his fortune ! Say, what

. were the motives of his conduct, and what his powers ! Lovell

the causes of his misfortuncs, teach him true wisdom, and let

the experience of past ages become a mirror of instruction, and

a germ of happiness to present and future gencrations !

' CHAP. V.
Coxpitiox or Max ix ree Usivense,

Arrex a shortsilence, the Genius thas resumed his instruction : .
1 have already observed to vou, O friend of truth, that man |
; vainly attributes his misfortuncs to obscure and imaginary agents, :
, and seeks out remote and mysterious cawses, from which todeduch
i his evils. In the gencral order of the universe, his condition is
doulbitless subjected to inconveniences, and his exntonce overs r
ruled by superior powers ; but these powers are weither the dee
erees of 2 blind destiny, nor the caprices of fantastic beings,
Man is governed, like the world of which he forms a part,
natural laws, regular in their operation, consequent i thear og-
fects, immutable in their essence ; and these laws, the common

S ——

* Jt appesrs that Baby fon “ﬂp‘ﬂ-' on the Eastern ihn;{:llﬁ;—ilulhl;q—:.

- spwre groead six Jeagoes in leugth. Throsgheot ths space ks 2w
s found, by meams of which daily sdddions sre made to the tows of Helle,
. Upan mwany of these are charackers wridien with & nail sismilar 1o (howe of
't Persepolin: | am indebied For these facts 8o Mr. de Bevechang, geannl sioar ‘
a of Ratylom, & teaveller eqaally dntinguabied for bin knowledge of airosomy :

pad Jie veracity. o L

= .
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! source of good and evil, are neither written in the distant stars,

nor concealed in mysterious codes : inherent in the natare of all

tervestrial beings, identified with their existence, they are at all

| tinves and in all places preseat to the human mind ; they act upon

the senses, infore the intelbect. and annex to every action ite

1 - punisheent and its reward. Lot man study these laws, let him
undenstand his own natere and the nature of the beings that o

sarround him, and he will know the *prings of his destiny, the

" causos of kis evils, and the remedies to be applied,

When the secret power that animates the universe, formed the
globe of the earth, he stamped on the boings which oomJ)ond it
essential properties, that became the rude of their individual we-
tion, the tie of their reciprocal connections, and the cause of the
harmony of the whole,  He hereby established » regular order
of causes and effects, of principles and consequences, which,
under an appearance of chance, zoverns the universe, and main.
tains the equilibrium of the world. Thus be gave to fire motion
and activity, to air elasticity, to matter weight and density ; he

made air lighter than water, metals heaver than carth, wood less
cehesive than steel ; he ordered the flame 1o assend, the stone to
fall, the plast to vegetate : to man, whom be decreed to expose
to the encounter of so many substances, and vet wished to pre-
serve his frail existesce, he gave the faculty of perception. Ry
this faculty, every action injurious to his life gives him n sen.
sation of pain an evil, and every favourable action » sensation
of pleasure and good. By these impressions, sometimes led to
avoid what is effensive to his senses, and sometimes altracted
towards the objects that seothe and gratify them, man has beon
necessitated 1o love and preserve his existence., Selflove, the
desire of happiness, and an aversion to pain, are the essentixl
and primary laws that nature herself im osed on mon, that the
ruling power, whatever it be, has established to Zovers him : and
Whese laws, like those of motion in the physical world, are the
simple and proliic principle of every thing that takes place in
the moral world.

Such then is the condition of man : on one side, sabjocted to
the action of the elesments around him, he isexposed to 2 variety
of inevitable evils; and if in this deeree Natare a pears too
severe, on the other hand, Just and even indulgent. l-fu- has not
only lem}:ivd those evils with an eqeal portion of benefits, she
has moreoler given him the power of augmenting the one, and
diminishing the other, She has seeaningly #aid to him, * Feelle
work of my hands, I owe you nothing, and I give vou life.
The world in which 1 place you was not mede on your account,
and yet I graot you the wso of it. You will find in it a sixture
of good and evil, It is for you to distisguish them ; you must
direct your own steps in the paths of flowers and of thorns, e
the arbitrator of your lot; | place your destiny in your hands.™
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~Yes, man is become the artificer of his fate: it s himselfl who
has ereated in tarn the vicssitudes of his fortune, his sucocsses
» and bis disappointments ; and if, whea he refloets om the sorrows
which he has associnted to human life, be has reason 1o lament
. his weakness and his folly, he bhas perbaps still more right to
'* revsme spon his force, and be confidemt in his coergies, when
" w recollects from what point he has set out,and f0 what beight
he hiss been capable of elevating himselfl

ol CHAF. V1.
o OrraixaL StaTe ov Max,

Ix the origin of things, man, formed equally naked both as
1o body and misd, found himsell thrown by chance upon a land
confused and savage. An orplan, deserted by the unknown
: wer that had prodoced him, he saw wo sapernatural beings at

10 advertise him of wants that he owed merely to his seomes, .

and inform him of duties springing sololy from those wants, .
. Like other animals, withont expersence of the past, withost f
. knowledge of the future, be wandered in forests, guided and |
' governed purely by the afections of his pature. By the pain of
o hanger he was dirccted to seck fod, and he provided for his
' subsistemce ; by the incdemenches of the weather, the desire was

excited of covering his body, apd Be made himself cloathing ;
. by the attraction of & poweeful plessure, be approached a fellow-
o being, and perpetoated his spoces.
Y Thus the impressions ho recoived from external objects,
4 awakening his feculties, dovelopod by degrees his undersstand- '

ing, and gc:‘nn to instruet B profound szwmoramce; his wants
called forth his industry ; his damgees formed his misnd to comrage ;
ho learned to distinguish useful froen pernicious plants, to resist the
elements, to seize wpon his prey, to defond his life; and his misery
was alloviated.

Thus self-love, aversion to pain, and dexire of happiness, wore
the simple and powerful motiyes which drew man feom the savage
apd barbarows state in which Natere had placed him: and now
- that his Nife is sown with enjoyment, that he ean every day count
. upon soume pleasure, he way appland himsell and say, “ 1t is 1°

who have prodecod the blesings that encompass mo ;@ am the
¥ fbricator of my own folicity ; a secure habitation, commodious
raiment, an abundance of wholesome provislon in reh variety,
smiling  valleys, fortilo bills, populous csspires, theso are the
works of my hand: bat for me, the earth, given wp to disorder,

: would have becn nothing more than n polsonons swamp, & savage

- forest, and a Bideous desert!” Troe, mortal croator! 1 pay

\ theo ho ! Thou hast meassred the extent of the heavens,

h e copnted the stars ; thou hast drawa the lightaing from the
D
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clonds, conguered the fary of the sea and the tempest, and

subjected all the elessents 1o thy will!  Bet oh! how many erromn
are mixed with these sablime eoergios !

CHAP. VII,

PrINCIPLES OF SOCIETYY,

IN the mean time, wanderisg in woods and upon the borders
of rivers, in pursuit of door and of fish, the firnt haman beings,
hustors and fishermen, beset with dangors, assailed by enemies,
tormentod by bunger, by ruptiles, and by the amimals they
chasod, felt their individual weakeess ; and, impolled by a com-
mon wast of safety, and a common sentiment of the same evils,
they unitod their powors and their strongth, When ono man
was exposed to dasger, nembors ssccomred and defeaded him ;
when one falled In provision, anothor shared with kim his peoy,
Men thes asocinted for the security of their existence, for the
asgmentation of thelr facultios, for the protection of their enjoy-
mewnt ; and the principle of society was that of self-love,

Afleewands, instructed by the repeated experience of divers
secidonts, by the fatigues of a wandering life, by the asxioty
resulting from froquent searcity, mep ressonod with thomselves,
and sald, “ Why shoald wo comsume our days in sosrch of the
scattered fruits which a parsimonions soil afords ' Why weary
ourselves in the pursalit of proy that escape us in the woods or
the watees T Lot us sswmsblo under our Basd the animals that
nourish us: et us apply our cares 1o the increase and defencs
of thees. Thelr preduce will afford ws a sapply of food, with
their spoils we may clothe ourselves, and wo shall live oxempt
from the fatigwes of the day, and wolicitude for the morrow.'”
And niding cach other, thoy seized the nissble kid and tho timid
sheep i they tazsed the patient camel, the ferocions bull, and
the impetuous borse ; and applacding thomselves en the suceess
of their industey, they sat down in the jov of thelr bhearts, and
began to taste reposo and tranquillity : asd thes selfdove, the prin-

. cple of all thelr rcasoning, was the isstigator 10 every srt and
every enjoyment.

Now that mea could pass their days in belsure, and the com-
munication of their ideas, they turned upon the earth, upoo the
heavens, and wpon themselves an eye of curiosity and refloction.
They observed the coumse of the sosoms, the action of the
elements, the properties of frwits and plants; asd they applied
their minds 1o the multiplication of their esjoyments. Remark-
ing in ccrtain countries the mature of seeds, which contain within
themselves the facalty of reproducing the parent plant, they
omployed %o their own advantage this property of Nature; they
commilted to the carth barley, wheat, and nee, and reaped a
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produce equal to their most sanguine hopes. Thus they fonnd
the means of obtaining within » small compass, and withoat the
pecessity of perpetual wandering, » plestiful and durable stock
of provision : and encoaraged by this discovery, they prepared
for themselves fixed habitations, they constructed houses, villages,
and towss: they assumed the form of tribes and of nations : and
thes was selfdove rondered the parent of every thing thal gonins
has effected, or human power petformoed.

By the sole aid thea of his faculties, has man boen able to raise
himself to the astonishing beght of his preseot fortune, Too
happy would have been his Jot, had he, scrapulossly observieg
the law impeinted on his mature, comstantly falfilled the object of
it!  Bat, by s fatal impeudence, sometimes overbooking and some-
times transgressing its limits, bo plunged in an abyss of errors and
mistortunes, and self-dove, now disordered, and now blind, was
converted into a prolific source of calamitics

CHAP. VIIL
Sounce oF Tux Evies op Sociery,

Ix reality, scarcely wero the faculties of men expandod, than,
seized by the attraction of objects which flatter the scnscs, they
gave themselves up to unbesdled desires. The sweet sensations
which sature bad anmexed to their trae wants, (0 attach thom
to life, so loogoer sufficed, Not satisfied with the fraits which
the earth offered them, or their industry prodaced, they were
desirons of heaping up enjoyments, asd they coveted those which
their fellow-creatures posscssed. A strofg man rose Bp againet &
wosk one 10 tear from him the profit of bl labour; the woak
man solieited the succour of a neighbour, weak like himself, to
ropel the violence, The strong man in his tarn sssodated him-
solf with apother strong mas, and they waid, = Why shosld we
fatigue our arms in producing enjoyments which we find in the
hands of the feeble, who are upable to dofend themselves? Lot
us unite and plusder them. They shall toil for ws, and we
shall emjoy in indolence the fruit of their exertions,”  The strong
thus sssocated for the purpose of oppression, and the weak for
resistance, men reciprocally tormented cach otber, asd a fatal
snd geoeral discord was cstablished wpon the earth, in which
the passions, assuming & thoussnd new foems, have nover
to gonerate a regular train of calamities,

Thes that very peisciple of self-tove, which, whea restrained
within the limits of predence, was & sosrce of improvement and
folicity, became transformed, in it blind snd disosdered state,
iuto & contagions polsom. Cupidity, the danghter and companion
of igmorance, bas produced all the meischicfs that have desolated
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Yes, ignorance and the love of sccumulation, those are the
two sources of all the plagues that infest the life of man ! They
have im’-ind him with false ideas of his happiness, nnd prompied
him to misconstrue and infrisge the laws of vatere, as they re-
lated to the eonnexion betweon him and exteriorobjects, Through
them his conduct has been injurions to his own eXutonce, and
he has thus violated the duty he owes 10 himself : they have for-
tifed his heart against compassion, and his mind srainst the
dictates of justice, and he has thus violsted the daty ho owes to
others. By ignocance and inordinate desire, man has armed
Kimself against mam, family against family, tribe agsinst tride,
and the carth is converted into a bloody thestre of discord and
robbery. They bave sown the seeds of secret war in the bosos
of every state, divided the citizens from cach other, and the
fame sockety & comstituted of oppressors and oppressed, of mas.
tors and slaves, They have taught the beads of nations, with
andacious insolonce, to turn the srms of the society ngalest itself,
and 1o build upon mercenary avidity the fabric of politicai despo-
tism: or they have tamght & more hypecritical and deep-laid
project, thet Imposed, as the dietate of heaven, lying ssnctions
sod a saerilegions voke; thas rundering avarice the source of
credality. In fine, they have oorrupted every e of good and
evil, just and unjust, virtue and yvice: they have misled nations
in a pover ending labyrinth of ealamity and mistake. Ignorance
and the Jove of accumulation'—These are the malevolent beings
that Bave Jaid waste the carth: these are the decrees of fato that
have overturmed ompires; these are the colostial muledictions
that have strock thoase walls oweo so glorious, and converted the
s ur of a popelous city lnto a sad spectacle of ruin!—Since
then it was from his own bosom all the evils proceeded that have
vexed the life of mean, it was there also ho ought to have sought
the remedies, wheee only they are 1o be found,

CHAP, IX.
Tux Oxio1x or Goveaxuxsy AND Laws.

Ix trath, the period soon arrived when men, tired of the ills
they occasioned each other, sighod after poace;  and refecting on
the nature and esusos of those illy, they smid, ~“ We mutsally
injure ono another by our passions, and from 3 desire to grasp
every thing we in reality possss nothing. What one ravishes
towday, another tears from Lun o-morrow, and our etpidity ros

bounds upon our owe heads. Let s establiali arbitrators, who
shall dedide our claims snd apoesss our variances. When the
strong rises up against the weak, the arbitrator shall repel him ;
and the life and property of each belog wnder & cosamon guarans
tee and protection, we shall enjoy all the blessings of mature,”
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Conventions, lacit or expressed, wore thus intredoced inte
socioty, and beeame tho rule of the actions of individumls, the
mueasare of their elaims, and the law of their reciprocal relations,
Chiefs wore appointed 10 enforce the ohsorvance of the com‘rad.
asd 10 these the poople entrusted the balance of rights, an the
sword to pumish violations.

Then a happy equilibrium of powers and of action was esta-
blished, which constituted the public safety, The names of
equity and justico weee scknowledzod and revered. Every manm,
able to emjoy in peace the frwits of his labour, gave himsell up
1o all the enengies of his soul; and setivity, awakened and kept
alive by the reality or the hopes of enjoyment, forced art and
nature to display all their treasures. The fields were covered
with barvests, the valleys with Socks, the hills with vines, the
sen with ships, and man was happy and powerfel epon the earth.

The disorder his improdence had cansed, bis wisdom thus re-
medied, Bet this wisdom was still the effect of the laws of na-
ture in the orgasization of his being. It was to socare his own en-
Joyments, that he was led to respect those of snother, and the de-
sire of accumelstion found its cormetive in enlightened self-love.

Self-Jove, the eternal spring of acthion in every ladivideal, was
thus the pecesary basis of all ssocistions; and wpon the obser-
yance of this satural law has the fate of every b depended.
Have the factitious asd conventional laws of any sockety nccord
with this law, and corresponded to its demands? o that case

every man, prompted by am overpowering imstinet, has exerted -

all the faculties of his nature, and the public felicity has been
the result of the varioss portions of individual felscity. Have
these laws, oo 1he contrary, restrained the effort of man in his
ursuit of hapgéoess? In that case his heart, deprived of all
its nstaral motives, has langwished in isaction, and the oppres-
sion of individeals bas engendered geseral weakness,

Self-love, impetuous and rash, ronders man the enemy of man,
and of consequence perpetually tends to the dissolution of society.
Itis for the art of legislation, and for the virtuo of ministers, to
temper the gpeaspleg selfishness of individuals, 1o k vach man's
desire 1o possess overy thing in a micw equipoise, and thus to ren-
der the ssbjocts bappy, in order that, in the strazzle of this
with sy other sockety, all the members should have an equal
interest 1a the presesvation and defence of the common wealth,

From hence it follows, that the internal splendoar and pros-
perity of empires, have been in proportion o theequity of their
governments: and thelr external powes reapectively, im prapor-
tiom 10 the number of persoss interested in the maintenance of
the politieal constitution, and their degreo of interest in that
maintenanoe,

On the other hand, the multiplication of men by complicating
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their ties, having rendered the demareation of their rights a
ant of difficult dedsion; the perpetual play of the pasions
mi.gginn rise to unexpected ineidonts; the conventions that
were formed havieg proved viciows, insdoquate, oe null: the
1 authors of the laws hLaving cither misundendood the object of
them, or dissembled it, and the persoss appointed to oxecute °
thom, instead of restraiming the inosdinste desires of othors,
having abamdoned themselves to the sway of their own svidity—
sociely bas, by these causes united, \beun thrown knte trouble
and disorder; and defective laws and unjust governments, the
result of cupidity and ignomnee, have been the foundation of
the misfortunes of the poople, and the subversion of states. .

CHAPF. X,

GenexaL Cavsxs or THr ProsresiTy oF ANOrENT STATES

Suven, O man, who enquirest after wisdom, have been the
canses of the revolutions of those amclont states, of which you
contemplate the ruins! Upon whatever spot 1 fix my view, of to
whatever peciod my thonghts recur, the same priociples of elova-
tion and docline, of peosperity and destruetion, present thess- '
selves to the mind. If a poople were poweeful, if an emspire o
Sowrished, it was beenuse the laws of comvention were confoems- .
able 1o those of pature; because the government procured to i
every man respectively the froe wse of his faculties, the cqual
sccurity of his person and property. Oa the contrary, if an em-
pire has fallen to ruin or dissppeared, it is becauso the lsws were
vicious or imperfoct, or & eorrupl government has checked thedr
operation.  If laws and goveroment, st Gest estional and Just,
have afterwards become depraved, it is beeause the altersative
of good and evil dorives from the natare of the beart of man, from
the succession of his inclisations, the progress of his koowledge,
the combination of events and circumstances, &y the bistory of
the human specios proves.

In ihe infancy of mations, when men still lived in forests, all
subject 1o the same wants, and endowed with the samo facultios,
they were mearly oqual in steength: and this oquality was a
circumstance highly sdvantagoous o the formstion of sociedy.
Exch individeal finding himself independent of evory otber, no
one was the slave, snd no ome dad the idea of being master of
another. Untaught man koow neither servitedo por {yranay.
Supplied with the means of providing sufcloncy for his
sistenco, he thooght pot of borrowing from strangers. Owing
nothing, and exacting pothing, be jedged of the rights of others
by hisown. Ignorastalso of the art of multiplylag enjoyments,
be provided only what was Decessary; and superSuity bes
unknown to him, the desire to engross of consequesco romain
umexcited ; or if excited, as it attacked others is those Pl -
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sions that were wholly indispensablo, it was resisted with energy,
and the very foresight of this restance maintained a salutary
and immoveable equlibrium. : .

Thus, origmal equality, without the aid of convention, main-
tained persosal lberty, secured individual peoperty, and pro~
deced order and good manners.  Esch man laboured sepamtely
and for himsell; and his heart boing oceupied, he wandered mot
in pursuit of uslawfuol desices. His enjoyments were fow, bat
his wants were satisfled: and, s mature had made these wants
less extensive than his ability, the Isbour of his hands soon pro-
duced abundance ; absmdance population ; the arts developed
themselves, cultivation extended, and the earth, covered with
pameroes inhabitants, was divided into different domnins,

The relations of men becoming more complicated, the interior
order of sochely was more dificult to maiptain.  Time and ine
dustry having created affinence, cupidity awoke from s slume~
ber; sand as oquality, easy belween Individeals, could pot sube
sist botween familics, the matural balance Was destroyed, It
was pocessary 10 supply the loss by mocans of an artifcal ba-
Jance: it was meccssary 1o appoint chiels, and establish laws;
but & these were oocasioned by capidity, in the cxperience of
primitive tisses they could wot but partake of the origin from
which they sprung. Various circumatances, however, concurred
to tempor the disorder, and make it indispessable for govers-
ments 1o be jest

States being at fint weak, and having extornal encmics 1o fosr,
i was in reality of importance to the chiefs nol to oppress the
subject. By diminishing the intorest of tho eitizens in their
goverament, they would have diminsshed their means of resist-
ance: they would bave facilitated foreign invasion, and thus
eadangered thelr own existence for superfluoous enjoyments,

Internally, the charseter of the people wss repellant 1o
tvranmy. Men bad too loag coatrac habits of independence ;
theie wants were too limited, and the eonsciousness of their own
strongth too lnsepamable from their minds.

States being closely knit together, it was dificolt to divido
the citizens, in order o oppress some by means of others. Their
commumication with each other was too easy, and their interests
too simple and evident. Besides, every man being at omee pro-
peietor and cultivator, he had no indecement to sell himself,
and the despot would have been usablo to Sod mercunarios.

If dissonsions arose, it was betwoon family and family, ono
faction with anotber; and a considerable number had stll one
common interest. Disputes, it is trve, were in this ¢ase more
warm, bat the fear of forcigm invasion sppeased the diveord. If
the oppression of a party was effected, ch earth being open be-
fore it. and men still siasple in their manners, fnding every
where the same advantages, the party migrated asd carried their
independesce to another guarier.
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Anclent states then enjoyed in themselves numerous means of
prosperity and power, I

As every man found his well-being in the constitution of his
country, bo felt a Lvely interest in its preservatios ; and if a fo.
reizn power invaded it, having his habitstion and his Seld 1o
dufend, be carried to the combat the ardour of a personal canse,
and his patriotio exertions were prompted by selfdefence.

As every action usefel 10 the pablic excited its estoems and
gratitude, each was esger 1o be useful, and talents and eivil yir-
tues were multiplied by self-love,

As every citzen was called upon indiscriminatoly to eontrie
bute kis propection of property and personal effort, the armies
and the treasury of the stste were inexhaustidble,

As the carth was free, and ity possessson easy and secure,
every ioan was a proprictor, and the division of property, by
rendering laxury impossible, sorved the purity of manners.

As overy man ploughed his own field, cultivation was more
active, provisions more sbundant, and individual  opulence
constitutod the public wealth,

As abendance of provision renderod subsistence casy, popals.
ton rapidly inercased, and  states quickly arrived at their
pk-nilmf(.v.

As the produce was grester than the consemption, the desire
of commerce started up, apd exchangzes were made betweon
different nations, which were an additional stimalus to their
setivity, and incroased their reciprocal enjoyments,

In fine, as certain places, im cortain epochas, combined the
Adnntsv of good govermment with that of being placed in

of circulation and commerce, they became rich m
xives of trade, and powerfel seats of desminion. 1t was in this
menner that the rie of l1dis and Euro » accumulated wpon
the banks of the Nile, the Tigris, and the Euphrates, gave
succpssive exstonce 1o the splendour of a ¢ wmedro-

The people, become rich, applied their suporfuity of means
1o labours of publio atility ; and this was, s oevery state, the wra
of those works, the msaguificence of which astomishes the mind ;
those wells of Tyre,* those artifical banks of the Euphrates, ¢

-

* Neos respectiag Shese mostrronts, oy Travels inte Syrla, val. Il. p. 234

* From the sown or village of Samaosat the ecourse of the Kupheatos fs aee
senpaaiod with & doublo Sank, which descerds as far as §1s Jooetion with the
Tigria, asd frem theoce 1o the sea, Bolng & Beugth of abost & bandeed
Freadh messare, The belght of these artifiofe) batiky s ol snlfonm, det jne
CORaEas &t you advasce from the seq; i may be estlmaiod at from twolve 1o
Afieen frot, Bal for them, (he fsendstion of the river would bary the Comatry
arousd, which Is $22, %o an extout oftwenly or twenty-Ave loagues; wsd cven,
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. (hose conduits of Medea®, those foriresses of the Desert, those
aqueducts of Palmyra, those temples, those porticos.—And
(hese immense labours were little oppressive to the nations that
completed them, because they were the frait of the equal and
united effort of individuals free to act and ardent to desire.

" Thas ancient states prospered, because social institutions

were conformable to the true laws of mature, and because the

subjects of thosc states, enjoying liberty amd the security of

: thelr persons and their property, could display all the extent of

their faculties, and all the eacrgy of self-love,

CHAP. XL

Gexpear Cavses or THE REYOLUTIONS AND Ruix or ANCIENTY
STYATESs,

Ix the mean time the inordipate desire of accumulation bad
excited a constant and universal struggle among mea ; and this
struggle, prowpting individuals and socheties to reciprocal in- 5
;a-.-_iom, oceasioned perpetual commotions and SUCCESSIVe Tevos
elioms,

At first, in the savage and barbarous state of the first human
beings, this inordinate desire, daring and ferocious in its nature,
taught rapine, violence, and murder : and the progress of
civilization, was for a long tiese at a stand,

Afterwards, when societics began to be formed, the efiect of
bad habits communicating itself to laws and government, civil |
. institutions became corrapt, and arbitrary and fuctitions rvights

- e & cm—— w— —————— —

Y wotwitbatasding these tasks, there has been in modern times an overtlow
which has covered 1he whole triasgle formed by the junction of this vives to

b the Tigria, beieg a space of country of |30 square beagoe. By the saguatica
: of 1heae walers an epidemical diseme of the most futal mature was cocasioped.
It fellows freas hence, b, That all 1he fat cosniry borderiug upon these rivers
was originally & warsh; 2. That this ssanh could et have heen inhabited ¢

previoealy 10 the coustniction of 1he Lanks i question ; 3. Thet these benks
coudd et have boew the work but of a pepulaliou price = fo date: snd the
elovatios of Babybw therefore tmmt have beca posteriorn 10 that of Niweveh,
s [ thivk 1 Bave chromlogically demoostrated iu the wetsdir abore cited,
See Encyelepedia, vel xo. of Antiguities
Ee The moders Abeebidjen, which was = part of Medes, 1ha moantains of
- ¢ Keurdestan, sod those of Discbekr, abound wilh suldcrrancan canals, by
meaas of which the snd ient thatutants couveyed water Lo Lheir parched sotl
i order 10 fertian 2 1t wes reganded s n merlonions ac1, snd & relgions ‘
duty prescribed by Zoroavier, wha, hatead of preaching celibacy, mertifica-
tisus, apd etber pretended vietues of the Moskish sort, prpeals continanlly i
’ the yoosages 1hat are prosesved respeciiay him iu U .\uk-dn aed the Zend-
v avesta, ** That the welion most pleasieg to God i to plaogh and cultivate the '
carth, to waler It with rosskag stecans, 10 mulliphy vegetation and Ny
beiuzs, 16 have nigmerous flocks, young and fouitfel virgine, & weltitude of
Chaldeen, e, Ko™
K
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were established, which gave the people depraved ideas of
Justice and morality,

use one man, for example, was stronger than another,
this inequality, the result of aceident, was taken-for the law of
Bature® ; and because the life of the weak was in his power,
and bo did not take it from him, be srrogated over his person
the absurd right af property, and individisal slavery prepared
the way for the slavery of nations.

Becanse the ehief of a family could exercise an absolute ng.
thority in his own house, be made his inclinations and affeetions
the sole rale of bis conduct ; he conferred and withheld the
convenmiences and enjovments of life without respect to the law
of equality or justice, and paternal tyranny laid the foundation
of political despotism+,

n sacielies formed upon suek hases, time and industry having
developad riches, innn!innln desire, restricted by the Jaws, be-
ame arlificcal without being less active. Under the mask of
usion and civil peace, it engendered in the hosom of every state
an intestine war; in which the eitizens, divided into opposite
corps of orders, classes, und families, aimed to appropoate to

* Almast all 1he auclent philosophers sad politiam have laid it down as a
Priscigle, tlar tmew are bors usequal, that satare has erested somce o be feee,
i others 1o he slaves, Expresions of 1his kind are 10 be fosad in Arstotle,
ded evwm In Pisto, calted 1he diviee, doubliems 1u Lhe e seute s the
mythological reveries whick he prowaizaed.  With all the peoyde of salbiquity,
the Ganly, the Bomans, 1he Asbevinn, the right of the sMrongest was the
VgRE of saticns; and from the same prnople are denved all the political
dwceders and public natiens! crimes that a1 present exist,

t Upea this shugle espersion it weald be Cany towrite a loog sad lmportast
ehapter, We might preve in M beyoad coutradicisen, that all the sbaoses of
matanal geveraments bave wprung from these of Gomentic goverumest, from
et gorernmant called patriarchal, which sepesficial minds have extolled
without havieg amadyzed it,  NomBerless fae s demosatrate, 1hat wizh every
oot people, 13 every savage wid burbarcas state, the father, the choef of the
Gamily, s & despot, ol & cruel sod aolent despot.  The wifh i hin slave,
the children bic servasts, This Kasg sleeps or smokes Lis jage, while bis
wile and deughtens perform sl the drudgery of 1he bouse, aid even that of
Tellage and cultivation, ea far as eccupations of this nature are practived in
wach sovietions; sad 00 scouer have the oAy acguired srength, 1has they sre
aliowed 10 best 13e females snd make them serre and WAt upsn them as they
G2 upan theie fathers. Similar 1o 1his I the siate of or own uncivithoed
Femantn.  In propoetion as civilization spresds, the ginners becoaie milder,
eed the condition of the wompen tmgaures, UL Ly & contrary excess, they
arnive at Cominion, asd then 3 wation becorses cdrmupate aud corrapt, 11 i
rroarksbie, that parented sulhonily = great socordiayg as the governmest i
Cesgonie,  China, edia, sad Teorkoy, are MHking examples of this. Oue
Pocld sappose that 1xraute gove the marives stcomplices, mud isterested sub.
alters despets to msiulain heis aethority, Iw oppesttion te this the Howisns
will be cited; bot It reessins o0 be proved that the omisns were men fruly
free; amd thew Quick pessage from their repatdican Sospotivm 1o thew abijeet
Mrvilily nefer the cmperces, gives rosn st feast foe Cotideraldo doults w10
their freedun,
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themselves, under the name of supreme power, the ability of
rasping wnd controlling every thing at the will of their passions.
t is this spirit of mpacily, the disguises of which are innumer-

able, but its operation and end usiformly the same, that has

been the perpotual scourge of mations, "

Somulimes oppossng social compaet, or destroying that which
already existed, it has abandoned (be inhabitants of a country
to the tumaltuous shock of all their jarring prioeiples ; and the
dissolved states, under the name of aarchy, have been tormented
by the passions of every individual member, )

Sometimes u people jealous of its liberty, having appointed
agents to adminwmter, these agenls have sssamed to themselves
the powers of which they were only the guardians ; have em+
ployed the public funds in corrupting elections, gaining partizass,
and dividiag the people agninst itself. By these means, from
tempornry, they have become perpetual, from clective, heveditary
magistrates ; and the state, agitated by the intrigues of the
ambitions, by the bribes of the wealthy leadors of factions, by
the venality of the indolest poor, by the empiricism of declaimers,
has been troubled with all the inconveniences of democracy.

In one country, the chiefs equal in strength, mutually afrmid
of each other, have formed vile compacts and ccalitions, and
portioning out power, rank, honours, have arrogated to them-
selves privileges and immunities ; have erected themeelves into
separate bodies and distinet classes ; have tyranmised in common
over the people, and, usder the name of aristocracy the state
has been tormented by the passions of the wealthy and the great.

In another country, tending to the same end by diflerent
wmeans, sacred impostors have taken advantage of the credulity
of the ignorant. In the secrecy of temples, and behind the yeil
of altars, thy have made the Gods speak and zet 2 have delivered
orucles, worked pretended miracles, ordered sacrifices, im
offerings, prescribed endowments ; and under the pame theocracy
and religion, the state bas been tormented by the passions of

nests,

Sometimes, weary of its disorders, or of its tyrants, a netion,
to diminish the sources of its evils, gave itsolf a single waster,
Iu that case, if the powers of the prince were limited, his only
desire was 1o extend them; if indefinite, be abused the trust
that was confided to him; and, under the name of moaarchy,
the state was tormented by the passions of kings and princes.

Then the factions, taking advantage of the general discontent,
fatterod the people with the hope of a better master ; they
seattered gifls and promises, dethroned the despot to substity™®
themselves in his stead ; and disputes for the swecession or the
division_of power have tormented the state with the disorders
and devastations of cigel war.
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In fine, among these rivals, one individual more artful or
more fortunate than the rest, gaining the ascendancy, concentred
the whole power in himself, y asingular benomenon, one man
obtained the mastery over millions of his ﬁ-l':u'n creatures, against
their will, and without their consent ; and thus the art of tyrauny
appears also to have been the offspring of inordinate desire,

rrving the spirit of egotism that divided mapkind, the am-
bitious adroitly fomented this spirit s he flattered the vanity of
one, excited the jealousy of another, favoured the avarice of 4
third, influmed the resentment of a fourth, irritated the sxions
ofall, By oppesing interests or prejudices, be sowed the seeds
of divisions and hatred, He promased to the poor the spoil of
the rich, to the rich the subjugation of the poor ; threatened this
miun by that, one class by another; and isolating the citizens
by distrast, ho formed his own strength out of their weakness,
and imposed on them the yoke of opimson, the knots of which the
tied with their own hands. By means of the army he ruortui
coatributions ; by the contributions he disposed of the army ;
by the corres ing play of money and plucu. he bound all
the people with a chain that was not to be broken, and the states
which they compased fell into the slow decay of despotivm,

Thus did one and the same spring, varying its action under all
the forms that have beem enumerstod, incessantly attack the
continuity of states, and an eternal cirele of vicissitudes have
#prung from an eternal cirele of passions,

This constant_spirit of egotism opernted two principal offects
equally destructive ; the one, that ﬁ: dividing societies into all
their fractions, & state of debility was produced, which facilitated
their dissolation: the other, that always tending to concentre

power in a single hand, it ocensioned a sucerssive absorption
of societics and states, fatal to their peace and to their common
existence *,

Just asin a single state, the nation had been absorbed in a
party, that party in a family, and that family in an individual,
there also existed an absorption of & similar Kind between state
and state, sttended with nl?lbc mischiefs in the relative situation
of natiows, that tho other produced in the civil relation of in-
dividuals.  One city subjected its peighbour city, and the result
of the conquest was 3 provines ; proviece swallowed up provinee ;
and ths produced’a kingdom ; botween two kingdoens a cow-

It s remarkalie, that this bas iy ot iealances beem the consant progress
of scchties - brgiosing wial # stste of anan by or dewmocracy, that is, wah =
reat Sivision of pawer, they have jowied 10 sistocrecy, and from sristocracy
1o monarchy., Does it sot heyee follow, that those who comtute stales undee
1he demos ratic forw, destive 1heas o nudergo all 1he Intervening lroubles
bﬂw-}(u 1hat ard momarchy | mad that the sepreme sluinistration by a eyl
clief is the most satural goverament, as well aa that best calkenlatod for peace ¢




I N

REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES, 9

west took place, and thus farnished an empire of unwicldy bulk.
%id the intersal force of these states increase in proportion to
their nsass? Un the contrary, it wos diminished : and far from
the condition of the people being happier, it becamse every day
more oppressive and wretched, by eauscs inevitably flowing from
the mature of things.

Becanse, #s the houndaries of states bocame extonded, theie
administmtion became more complicated and dificult ; and to
give motion to the mass, it was necessary (0 increase the prero-
Eli\'m of the sovereign, and all proportion was thos anuibilated

stweon the duty of governoes and their power,

Because despots, teeling their weakness, dreaded all thosa
circumsstances that developed the force of uations, and wade it
their study to attenuate it.

Because nations, estranged from cach other by the prejudices
of ignorance and the fecocity of hatred, seconded the perversity
of governments, and emploving a standing farce for reciprocal
offence, aggravated their slavery,

Because, in proportion as (he balance between states was
broken, it becamse casy for the strong to orverwhelm the weal,

Because, in pmpoﬂ*mn as state became blended with state, the
lmopkv were stripped of their laws, their customs, every thiog

w which they were distinguishod from each otber, and thus lowt
the great mover selfishoess, which gave them energy.

And despots, considering em siees in the light of domaing asd
the people as their property, nLamlonml themsolves to depreda-
tions, and the licenticusness of the wost agbitrary authority.

And all the force amd wealth of nations were converted into
a supply for individual expence and personal eaprice; and kings,
in the woarisomeness of satiety, followed the dictates of every
factions and depraved taste®, They must have gardens cone
structed upon arches, and rivers carriod (o the sisamit of sone-
tains; for them fectile fields must be changed into parks for deers
Inkes formed where there was no water, and rocks elevated in
those lakes ; they must have palaces constructed of mavble and

* It s equally worthy of remark, that the conduct aml manwers of prines
and Kings of every coantry and every uge, sre fomsd to bo prrvacly the wime
At similar periods, whether of the formatssn of dissolution of empiercs.  History
exvery where preseuts the same gectures of bcnry s folly | of parks, grrdecs,
Iakes, vocks, palaces, paviboss, furusture, exoos of the alle, wine, wosww,
ceocluding with brutaday,

The absard rock in the parden of Versilles los alone cost three millioas
1 Lave sometimes calculatod what mizht bave been doae with the exponce of
the three pyranids of Gizab, =nd | have fowod that it woull emily have cap-
strvctal, from 1he Hed Rea so Alexsadria, a caasl 150 feet wide, 30d 30 deep,
cotpletely covered with ost siooes and & paraget, tegether with a foutufird
and commerai 10w, consnting of 400 hoases furaibhed with chdorns, 3L A
Aiference (u pont of wlility betwecu such & canl ssd these pyramuls

P TTITRRIS e——
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qorp}:) ¢y, and the furniture ornamented with gold and dinsaonds,
Aillions of hunds were thus employed in sterile labours ; and
the lexury of princes being imitated by their porasites, aml de-
scending step by step to the lowest ranks, became a general
source of corruption and empoverishment,

And the ordinary tributes {wiug no longer adequate to the ins
satiable thiest of enjoyment, they were augmentod : the conse.
quence of which wax, that the cultivator, finding his toil increase
without any indemnity, lost his courage ; the merehant, seeing
bimself robbed, took & disgust to industry ; the multitude, cop-
demned to n state of poverty, exerted themselyes no farther than
the procurement of necossaries required, and every specics of
productive aclivity was at a stand,

And the surcharge of taxes rendering the possossion of lands
burthensome, the humble proprictor abandoned his field, or sold
it to the man of opulence ; und the mass of wealth centered in
a few individaals, As the laws and institutions favoured this
accumulation, nations were divided into a small baddy of indolent
rich, and a multitude of mercenary poor.” The people, reduced
to indigence, debased themsels os; the great, cloyed with supers
fluity, became depraved ; and the number of citizens interested
in tho preservation of the state decreasing, its stremgth and ex-
istence were by so much the mors precarions, '

Ia another view, as there was nothing to excite emulation or
encourage instruction, the minds of men sunk into profound
ignorance.

The ndministration of affairs being secret and mysterious, there
existed no means of reform or hope of better times : and as the
chiels ruled only by vielence nm: frand, the people considered
them but as a fuction of public coomics, and all barmony be-
tween the governed and the governors was at an cod,

The states of opulent Asia became enervated by xll these vices,
it happened ot Jength that the vagrant and poor inhabitagts
of the deserts and the mountains adjacent, coveted the emjoy-
mewts of the fertile plains, and, instigated by a common cupdil_\'.
they atticked polis!w-l empires, and overturned the thrones of
dm(mh. Such revolutions were rapid and easy, hecauvse the
pohicy of tyrants had enfoebled the citizens, raised the fortrosses,
destroyed the warlike spirit of resistance, and becanse the op-
pressed subject was without persenal interest, and the mercenary
soldier without couruge.

Hordes of barbarmans having reduced whole nations to a state
of slavery, it followed that cmpires, formed of a conguering andd
& vanquished people, united in their bosom two classes of men s
sentialiy opposite and inimical to each other. All the principles
of society were dissolved. There was no longer either a com-
weon interest or public spirit: on the contrary, a distinction of
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casts and conditions was established, that reducod the mainton-
ance of disorder to & regular system ; and accordingly as a man
was descended from this or that blood, be was horn vassal or
tyrant, live stock or proprietor,

The oppressors being in this case less numerous than the op-
ressed, it became necessary, in order to support this fake equi-
ibrium, to bring the science of tyranny 10 perfection. The art
of governing was now pothing more than that of subjecting the
many to the few. To obtain an obedience so contrary to in-
stinet, it was nocessary to establish the most severe penaltios
and the crocity of the laws reedered the manners atrocious.
The distinetion of persons also establishing in the state two codes
of justice, two species of rights, the people, placed between the
natural inclivations of their hearts, and the oath they were
obliged to promounce, had two contradictory consciences : and
their ideas of just and unjust had wo longer any foundation in
the understanding,

Under such a system the people fell into a state of depression
and despair ; and, the accidents of nature increasing the prepon.
derance of evil, terrified at this groupe of ealamities, they re-
ferred the causes of them to superior and invisible powers ;” be-

cause they had tyrants upon earth, they supposed there to be
tyrants in beaven; and saperstition came in aid to aggravate
the disasters of nations.

Henee originated gloomy and misanthropic systems of reli-
riom, which painted the gods malignant and envions like human

espois, 'l’o appease them, man offered the sacrifice of all his

onjoymonts, punished hisssell with peivations, and overtureed
the laws of mature. Considening his pleasures as crimes, his
suffecings as expistions, he endeavoured to cherish a passion for
pin, and to renounce selfclove ; he persecited his senses, des
tested his life, and by n selfcdenying and unsocial system of
morals, pations were plunged in the sluggishness of death,

But, as provident nature bad endowed the Heart of man with
inexhaustible hope, perceiving his desires disappointed of hap-
piness bere, he pursued it elsewhere ; by a sweet illusion, he
! formed to himsoll another country, an asylum, where, out of the
reach of tyrants, be should regnin all his rights, Hencoe a new
disorder arose, Smitten with Lis imaginary world, man de-
spised the world of natere: for chimerical hopes he neglected
the reality. He no loager considered his life but as a fatiguing
Journey, & painful dream ; his body a5 & prison that withheld him
from his felicity ; the earth os a place of exile and pilgrimage,
which he disdained to cultivate, A sscred sloth then establisled
itself in the world : the fields were deserted, waste hands in-
creased, empires were dispeopled, monuments n--gl«u-d, nd s
every where ignorance, superstition, and fanaticissn, uniting
their baleful effocts, multiphied devastations and ruins,
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Thus, agitated by their own passions, men, whether in e
individual capacity or as coliective bodies, always rapscious
and improvideat, passing from tyranny to slavery, from pride to
abjectiness, from presumption to despair, bave boen themselves
the etermal instruments of their misfortones,

Such was the simplicity of the principles that rezulated the
fate of ancient states ; such was the series of causes and effects
conseentive and connceted with each otker, nccording to which
they rose or fell in the scale of human welfare, just as the phy-
sical cauvses of the human heart were thercin observed or in-
fringed, A hundred divers nations, a hundred powerful empires,
ia their imcessant vicissitudes, have resd again and again these
nstructive lessons to mankind, —Aud these lesaons are mate and
forgotien! "U'he distases of past times have appeared again in
the present ! The heads of the diflerent governmsents bave prace
!i\-&; szain, without restraint, exploded projects of deception
and despotism ! The people bave u-amlvr«{ as before i the
Iabyrinths of superstition and ignorance !

And what, added the Genius, ealling up his cnergies afrosh,
is the conscquence of all this? Sinee expenicnee is useless, sinee
selutary examples are forgotten, the scemes which were acted
betore are mow about to be remewed ; revolutions will azain
agitate poople and empires; powerful thranes will, as before,
be overturned : and terrible eatastrophes remind the human
species, that the laws of nature, and the precepts of wisdom and
truth, cannot be trampled upon in vain,

CHAP, XI11,
Lessoxs racont oy Axciest, nereaven 1y Mopeny Tines.

Ix this manner did the Genius addross me.  Struck with the
reasonableness and coberonce of his discourse, and a multiplis
city ofideas crowding upon my mind, whicl, while they thwarted
my habits, led my judgusent ut the same time captive, | remuined
alsorbed in profound silence.  Meanwhile, as in this sombee
and thovghtful disposition 1 keptmy eyes fixed upon Asin, elonds
of smoke and of Fames a1 the north, on the shores of the Black
Sea, nid in the fields of the Crimses, suddenly attracted By at-
trotion.  They appeared to ascend ut once from every part of
the peninsula, and passing by the isthmus to the continent, they’
pursued their cowrse, as il deiven by an rasterly wind, along the
pairy lake of Asoph, amd were lost in the verdant plains of the
Colan. s Observing more attentively the eourse of these clonds,
I perceived that they were preceded or followed by swarms of
living beiugs, which, Yike ants disturbed by the foot of a passcn.
zee, were in lively action.  Sometimes thoy scemed to move to-
wards amd rush against cach other, and numbers after the cons
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eussion remained motionless.  Disquicted at this spectacle, 1
was endeavouring to distinguish the objects, when the Genius
said to me : Do you see those fires which spread over the earth,
and are you acquainted with their causes and effects? O Genius!
I replied, I see columns of Bame and smoke, and as it were
ineects that accompany them ; but discerning with difficulty, a»
I do, the masses of towns and monuments, bow can I distinguish
such petty ereatures? I can see nothing more than that theve
ineecty seem to carry on a sort of mock battles ; they advance,
they approach towards each other, they attack, they pursue.—
It is no mockery, said the Genius, it is the thing itself—And
what name, replied I, shall we give (o these foolish animalesle
that destroy each other? Do they live only for a day, and is this
shoet life further abridged by vialedoe and murder ?—The Genius
thea oace more touched my eyes and my ears.  Listen, said he
to me, and observe,. Immediately, turaing my eyesin the same
direction, alas ! said I, transpierced with anguish, these columns
of flame, these insects, O Genios ! they are men, and the
ravages of war ! These torreats of flame ascend from towns and
villnges set on fire? 1 see the borsemen that light them, 1 see
them sword in hand overrun the country. Old mes, women,
and children, in confused multitudes, fy before them. 1 seo
other horsessen, who, with their pikes upon their shoul
accompany and direct thim 1 I can even distinguish by their le
horses, by their kelpacks, and by their tufis of hair®, that the
are Tartars; and without doubt those who pursue them in tri-
angular hats and green uniforms are Muscovites. T understand
the whole: 1 perceive that the war has just broken ot afresh
botween the empire of the Czars and the Sultans.—Not yet,
replied the Geaigs; this is cnly the prelude, These Tartars
have beem, and would still be troub neighbours ; the
Muscovites are ridding themselves of them, Their country is
an object of convenience to their less uncivilized enemics ; it
rounds and wakes complete their dominions; and as the first
step in the project that has been conceived, the throse of the
Guerais is overturned.

In reality I saw the Russian flag hoisted over the Crimea, and
their vossels scattered upon the Euxine.

Meanwhile, at the crics of the fugitive Tartars, the Mussul.
man esmpire was in commotion. * Our brethren,” exclaimed

~—

* A Tarter horseman hias always twe hores, of which be feads e in hand,
The Kalpal s & Bonset made of the skin of & shoep or other smimsst. The
poart of the head covered by this bonnet w shaved, wilh the rxception of &
tuft aloat the site of o crown-picce, sl which v soffired 10 grow 1o the
Jonggt b of seven ae eight inches, precively where our priests plece their teavre
It in by thie teff of bair, wecn by 1he majority of Mosulmens, that the angel
of the tamb I to Take the clect and n';r 1hess kato Paradise.

R
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the children of Mauhomet, *are driven from their habitations ;
the people of the prophet are outraged ; infidels are in posses
sion of a consecrated land®, and profane the tepsples of Tslamism !
Let us arm ourselves to avenge the glory of Aod and our own
cause,” 2
A gencral preparation for war then took place in the two
cmpires. Armed men, provisions, ammunition, and all the
murderous accoutrements of battle, were every where assembled,
My attention was particularly attracted by the immense crowds
dhat in either nation thronged to the temples.  On one side the
Mussulmans, assembled before their mosques, washed their
Lands and feet, pared their nails, and combed their beard : then
spreading carpets upon the ground, and tursing themselves to-
wards the south, with their arms somotimes crossed and somes
times extended, they performed their genuflections and prostra-
tions, Wecollecting the disasters they had C'I’N'l‘it'ntl‘l} during
the last war, they cried : “ God of clemency and pity, hast thou
then abandoned thy faithful people ! Why dost thow, who hast
promised to thy prophet the domikion of nations, and signalized
religion by so many triumphs, deliver up true believers to the
sword of infidels ;" And the Imans and the Santons said to the
people: “It s the chastisemsent of your sins.  You eat pork,
you drink wine, you touch things that are usclean : God has
punished you. Do penunce; purify vourselves; say your erced * ;
ast from the rising of the sun to its wedting ; give the tenth of
your goods to the mosques : zo to Meeca; and God nill make
your arms victorious.” ‘Then, assuming courage, the people
gave a general shout.  “ There is but one God,"” said they in a
transport of rage, ““and Mahomet is his prophet ! sccursed be
every ene that believeth not !'—Indulgent God ! grant us the
favour to exterminnte these Christians: it is for thy glory we
fight, and by our death we are martyrs to thy name,”—And
having offered sacrifices, they prepared themselves for battle.
On the other hand, the Russinns on their knees exelnimed ;
*“ Let us give thanks to God, and celebrate his power : be has
strengtbened our arm 1o humble bis enemies. Beneficent God !
incline thine ear to our prayers, To please thee we will for
three days ent neither meat nor eggs.  Permit us to exterminate
these impious Mahometans, and overthrow their empive, and
we will give thee the teoth of the spoil, and eroct sew temples
to thy honour.” The priests then ﬁlEd the churches with smoke,

* M ois st inthe power of the snltan 10 cede 1o n forcign power » grovinee
lohabited by TRUE BELIEVERS, The pecgle, imtigated by the lawyer,
wosld sot fail 10 gervolt,  Thia in cne reason which Bas led 1hose whe Aaow
the Turks, 10 regnnd ox Almenical the cediog of Condia, Crprus, snd Egype,
projected by certain Earcpesn potentatin

P There is bed cxe God, 3od Mabemet is bis peepher
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und said to the people: “ We pray for yvou, and God accopts
our incense, and blesses your arms. Continue to fast and to
fight ; tell us the faults you have seeretly committed ; bestow
your goods on the church ; we will absolve you of your sins, and
you shall die in & state of grace.” And they sprinkled water on
the people, distributed among them little bopes of departed
saints to serve as amulets and talismans ; and the people breathed
nothing but war and destruction.

Struck with this contrasting picture of the sme passions, and
lamenting to myself their pernicious consequences, I was re-
flecting on the dificulty the common Judge would find in coms
pl'\inf with such opposite demands, when the Genius, from an
tnpulse of anger, vehemently exelaimed.

Vhat maduess is this which strikes my ear 7 What blind and
fatal insanity pessesses the human mind? Sacrilegioes prayers,
return to the varth from whence you came! Yo concave heavens,
repel these murderous vows, these impious thanksgivings! Is
it thes, O man, you worship the Divinity 2 And do you think
that he, whom you call Father of all, can receive with cous-
placence the homage of freesbooters and murderers } Ye
conquerors, with what sentimests doos he bebold your arms
reeking with blood that be bas created! Ye conguered, what
hope can you place in uscless moars 7 Is he a man that be should
change, or the son of man that he should repent ! Is he governed
like you by vengeance and compassion, by rage and by weariness!
Base idea, how much wnwort iy of the Bring of Beings ! Hear
these men, and you would imagine that God is & being capricious
and matable ; that now he fovm, and now be hates; that he
chastises one and indulges another : that hatred is engendered
and nourisked in his bosom: that he spreads ssares for mes,
and delights in the fatal effects of imprudence ; that he permits
il), and punishes it; that be foresees guilt, and acquiesces ; that
Ire is to be bought with gifts like » partial judge ; that he reverses
his edicts like an undiscerning despot ; that he gives and revokes
his favours becawse it is his will, and is to be appeased only b
servility like a savage tyeant. 1 now completely undcnlam{
what is the deceit of mankind, who have peetended that God
made man in his own image, and who bave really made God in
theire; who have ascribed 1o him their weakness, their errors,
and their vices; and in the conclusion, surpriscd at the cons
tradictory natare of their ows assertions, bave attempted to eloke
it with hypocritical humility, and the pretended impotence of
human reason, calling the deliriusa of their own understandings
the sacred mysteries of beaven,

They have said, God is without variableness, and they pray
to him to change. They have said that be is incomprehonsnible,
and they have undertaken to be interpeoters of his will.

L
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A rmace of impostors has made its appearance upon the earth
who, »nlf:nJinsgpo:xn be in the «mﬂmc of (ios, and tlkin_g’
upon themselves the office of instructing the people, have opened
the flood-gates of falsebood and imiquity, They have affixed
merit 1o actions which eithee are indifferent or absurd. They
have digzified with the appellation of virtue the observance of
cortain postures, and the repetition of certain words and names,
They have tyught the impiety of eating certain meats on certain
days rather than on others. It is thus the Jew would sooner
die than wark on the sabbath, It is thus the Persian would
endure suffocation before he would blow the fire with his breath,
It is thus the Indian places supreme perfection in smearing him-
self with cow-dung, and mysteriously pronouscing the word
Awm®: 1t is thes the Massulman believes himself purified from
ull his wins by the ablution of his head and his arms; and dis-
puates sabre in hand, whether he ought to begin the ¢eremony
at the elbow? or the poiats of his fingers. It is thus the
Christian would believe himself damned, were be to eat the juice
of nuimal food insead of milk or butter, What sublime and
truly celestial doctrines! What parity of morals, and how
worthy of apostleship and martyrdom ! T will cross the seas to
teach these admirable laws to savage people and distant nations,
1 will say to them : *Children of nature, how long will you
wander in the paths of ignorance? How long will you be biind
to the true panciples of morality and religion? Visit civilized
pations, and take lessons of pious and learned people. They
will teach you, that to please God, you must in certain months
of the year faint all day with hunger and thirst. They will
teach you bow you may shed the blood of your neighbour, and
Furif) yoursclves from the stain, by repeating a profession of
aith, and making a methodical ablution : how you may rob hiwm
of his goods, and be absolved from the guilt, by sharing them
with certain persons whoso professions it is to live in idleness
upon the labour of others.”

c—

* Thia word s ks the rebgion of the Hindoc a sacred emblem of the Diviity,
It is ouly to be prewcunced s secret, witkou!l beiag hoard by any one, {t
b formed of three detters, of which the fiem, o, sigasfics the principle of all,
the crestor, Beama; the second, w, 1he conseryator, Vichenon ; snd the last, m,
the destroyer, who pats an ead 16 all, Chiven. It i» presossced like the
Biowosy ialde om, and expresses the unity of these three Gode.  The idea is
peecisely that of the Alpha sad Omegs mentsoned io the New Testamest,

* Thin s ooe of the grand poists of schim between 1he partizas of Omar
aad those of AN Suppese two Mahometans 1o meet on 4 journey, aud 1o
accost each ather with beutheely sffnction : the beur of prayer mrives; voe be
gins ban alolution at his fisgers, tha other o 1 cibow, sad lustsntly ey
are mortal cavmies. O sublisse importasce of religivus ofusions | U prodosd
pidaopdy of the anthors of thegp. '
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Sovernygn and mysterious Power of the Universe! sceret
Mover of Nature! Universal Soul of every thing that lives!
infinite and incomprebensible Being, whom, under so many forms,
mortals have ignorantly worshipped ! God, who in the immen-
sity of the heavens dost guide revolving worlds, and people the
ubyss of space with willions of suns : say, what appearance do
those human insects, which I can with dificulty distinguish upon
the earth, make in thy eyes? When thou directest the stars in
their orbits, what to thee are the worms that crawl in the dust ?
Of what importance to thy infinite greatness are their distinctions
of sects and parties ? And how art thou concerned with the sub-
tleties engendored by their folly ?

And you, credulous men, shew me the efficacy of your prae-
tices! During the many ages that you have observed or altered
them, what change have yonr prescriptions wroght in the lans
of nature ! [as the sun shone with greater brilliance ! Has the
course of the seasons at all varied? Is the earth more fruitful,
srv the people more happy? 1f God be good, Bow can he be
pleased with vour penances? If he be infinite, what can your ho-
mage add to his glory ! Inconsistent men, snswer these questions !

e conquerors, who pretend by your arms to sceve God, what
need has he of your aid? If he wishes to punish, are not carth-
quakes, volcanoes, and the thunderbolt in his band ? And does
a God of clemency know no other way of correcting but by ex-
termination 7

Ye Mussulmans, if your misfortunes were the chastisements
of heaven for the violation of the fise precepts, would prosperity
be showered on the Franks who laugh at these things? It it is
by the laws of the Koran that God judges the earth, what were
the peinciples by which Lie governed the nations that existed b
fore the prophet, the nusmerous people who drank wine, eat pork,
and travelled not to Mecea, yet to whom it was given to rajse
K-wcrfnl empires ! By what laws did he judge the Sabeans of

vineveh and of Babylon; the Persian, who worshipped fire ;
the Greek and Roman idolaters ; the ancient kingdonss of the
Nile, and your own progenitors the Arabs and Tartars ! How
does he at present judge the various nations that ure ignorant
of your worship, the uumerous casts of Indians, the vast em-
psre of the Chinese, the swarthy tribes of Africa, the islands of
the Atlantic Oceun, the colonies of America ?

Presumptuoes and ignorant men, who arrogate (o yourselves
the whole carth, were God 1o samsmon at once all past and pre-
sent genevations, what proporction would those Cheistian and Mus-
sitlmsan sects, calling themselves vaieersal, bear in the vast assons-
blage? What would be the judgment of his fair ad impartial
Justice respecting the actun] mass of mankind 7 It is in estimating
the genera! system of his government that you wander among

s
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multiplied absurditios : and it is there that, in reality, truth pre-
#ends itself in all its evidence, Itis there that we trace the simple
but powerful laws of nature und reason ; the laws of the common
maver, the geaeral cawse ; of a God impartial and just, who,
that be miggt send his rain wpon a conntry, asks not who is its
prophet ; who causes his sun equaliy to shine on all tribes of
men, whether distinguished by & fair or a sable complexion, on
the Jew as on the Mussulman, on the Christian as on the Hea-
then ; who multiplies the inbabitants of every country with whom
order and industry reign ; who gives prosperity to every cmpire
where justice is observed, where the powerful is restrained, and
the poor man protected by the laws; where the weak live in
safety, and where all enjoy the rights which they derive from
nature amd an equitable compact.

Such are the principles by which nations are judged ! This is
the true religion by which the fute of empires is regulated, and
wisich, O Otlomans, has ever decided that of yvour oun empire !
Interrogate your ancestors ; ask them by what neeans they rose
to greutness, when, idolaters, few in nusmber and pour, they came
from the desests of Tartary to encamp in these fertile coantries ?
Ask them if it was by islamism, at that period unknown to thew,
that they conquered the Greeks and Arabs; or by their conrage,
prudenee, moderation, and wnanimity, the true powers of the
social state? Then the Sultan himself administercd justice and
maintained orders then the prevaricatiog judge and the rapacious
governor were pumished, and the multitude lived in cose 1 the
oultivator was sccure from the rapine of the janizary, and the
Beids were productive, the public roads were safe, and commerce
foarsshod. 1t ix true you were a league of robbers, but among
yourselves you were just.  You subjugated nations, but you did
pot oppress them,  Vexed by their own primees they preferred
Buing your tributaries. % Of what importance is it to me,” sid
the Christian, * whether sy master ‘w pleased with images oe
breaks them in pieces, provided he is just towards me? God will
Judge his doctrine in heaven.” You were temperate and hardy ;
Your enemies soft and effeminate ; you were Ptl”l‘(l in tho art of

aftle; they had forgotten its prieciples : you had experienced
chiefs, warlike and disciplined troops; the hope of booty excited
ardour: bravery was rec ampessed ; disobedience and cowardice
(Uui‘llt‘!, s all the springs of the buman heart were in action,

‘on thus conquered a hundred mations, and out of the mass

fognded an immense empire; y

t otiver manoers snccecded. The luws of natare, however,
¢id not Jess operate in your misfortunes than in your prosperity.
You destroyed your esemies, and your grasping ambition, still
in foree, preyed wpon yourseives.” Having become rich, you
commenced an rateraal contest respecting the division and the
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enjoyment of your riches, and disorder was geacrated through
cvery class of your sociely. The Sultan, intoxicated with his
greatness, misunderstood the object of his functions, aznd all the
vices of arbitrary power present Y unfolded themselyes, Meeting
with no obstacle to his h«':irﬂ, he bocame a depraved character,
Weak, amdl arvogant at the same tise, he spurned the peuph',
and would no Jonger be influeneed and directed l-, their vosee,
Tgnorant, and vet fattered, he noglected all instruction, all study,
and susk into total inca acity. Become himsolf enqualified for
the conduct of afairs, he committed the trust to hireliogy and
these hirelings deccived kim, To satisly their own passions,
they stimulated and increased his ; they multipliod hus wanlts;
and bis enormons luxury devoured every thing, He was no
longer content with the frugal table, the modest attire, and the
simple habitation of his ancestors ; the carth and sea must be
exbausted to satisfy his pride ; scaree furs must be fotched rone
the pole, and costly tissmes from the equator; Le consumod at a
murﬂw tribste of n city, and in a day the revenue of o provines,
He became infested with an army of women, eunuchs, and coor.
tiers.  He was told that the virtuo of kings consisted in libers.
lity; and the muniScence and treasares of the people were de-
livered into the hands of parasites.  In imitation of the master,
the slaves were also desivous of having magnificent houses, fur.
nitere of exquisite workmanship, carpets richly ombroide
vases of gold and silver for the vilest wses; and all tho wealth
of empire was swallowed upin the Serai,

To wapply this inordinate laxury the slaves and the women
sold their influonce ; and venality introduced o general deprava.
tion, They sold the favour of the pritice to the Visier, and the
Visier sold the empire.  They sold the law to the Cadi, and the
Cadi sold justice. They sold the altar to the peiest, and the
priest sold heavenm, And gold obtaining overy thing, nothing
was left unpractisod 1o obtain gold.  For gold, friend betrayed
friend; the.child his fag) '3 the servant his master; the wit hee
honour: the merehant his conseience ; and thero no longer oxe
isted in the state either good Gaith, manaers, comeord or stability,

The Packa, who purchnsed his ofice, preseatly had recourse
to the system of farming it for a revenue, and exereising upon
it every species of extortion. He sold the colloction of the taxes,
the command of the troops, the administeation of the clistriets
and, in proportion as every employment was lemparary, rapine,
difusing itself from rank to rank, was rapid and procipitate,

‘e excisoman oppressed the merchagt by his exactions, and
trade was annihilated, The Aga stript the busbandsap, and
cultivation was degraded, The labourer, robbed of bis e
capital, had not wherewith to sow his feld ; taxes novertbeless

ame due, and he was unable to Pay them; he was threatened

-
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with corporal punishuent, and driven to the expedient of a loan :
specie, tor want of security, was withdrawn from cirealation :
the interest of money became enormous, snd usary aggravated
the miaery of the poor,

Inclement seasons, periods of dearth, had rendered the har-
vests abortive, but government woald neither forgive nor post-
wone its demands,  Disteess began its carcer: a part of the in.
Labilauh of the villages took refuge in the cities; the burthen
wpon those that remained became greater their ruio was con-
summated, and the country depopulated.

Driven to the last extremity by tyranny and insult, certain
village= broke out into open rebellion. The Pacha considered
the event as a subject of rejoicing: he made war upon them,
took their houses by storm, ransacked their goods, and carried

_ off their cattle. The soil beceme a desert, and he exclaimed,

w What care I: [ shall be removed from it to-morrow.”

Yet again, the want of cultivation led one step further. Pe-
riodical rains or swelling tides overflowed the banks, and covered
the country with swamps : these swamps exhaled a putrid air,
which speead chroaical diseases, pestilence, and sickness of a
thoasand forms, and was follmn! by a still farther docrease of
population, by penury and ruin.

! who ean enumerate all the ovils of this tyrannical sys-
tem of government !

Sometimes the Pachas made war of themselves, and toavenge
their personal quarrels, provinces are laid waste. Sometimes,
dreading their masters, they aim at independence, and draw upon
their subjects the chastisement of their rovolt. Sometimes, fear-
ing these very subjects, they call to their aid and keep in pay
foreign troops ; ond to be sure of them, they indulge them in
every kind of robbery. In one place, they commence an action
against a rich man, and plander him upon false pretences, In
another, they suborn witnesses, and impose a fine for an imagi-
nary offeace. Om all occasions they excite the hatred of sects
against each other, and eacourage informations for the sake of
increasing their own con'nﬂl advantages, They extort from men
their property ; they attac their persons ; and when their im-
prudent avarice has heaped into one mass the riches of a pro-
vinee, the supreme government, with execrable perfidy, ro—
tending to avenze the oppressed inhabitants, draws to itself their
spoil in the spoil of the culprit, and wantoaly and vaialy expiate
in blood the erimse of which it was itself the accomplice.

O iniquitous beings, sovereigns or ministers, who sport with
the life and property of the people ! was it you who zave breath
1o man, that vou take it from him? 1Is it you who fertilize the
earth, that i:n dissipate its froits? Do you fatigue your arms
with ploughing the ficlds? Do you expose yourselves to the
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heat of the sus, and endure the torment of thirst i cutting down
the harvest and binding # into sheaves? Do you watch like
the shepherd in the nocturnal dew Do you traverse deserts
like the indefatizgable merchant? Alas! whea I have reflected
on the eruelty and insolence of the powerful, m indignation bas
been roused, and | bave said in my aoger, What! will there
nevor appear upon the cartha race of men who shall aveage the
ple and punish tyrants? A small number of robbers devour
the multitade, and the multitude suffer thesmselves to be de-
voured! O degraded people, awake to the recoguition of your
rights ! authority pr s from you; yours is all the power.
Vainly do kings command you in the name of Gud and by their
lance - solliers, obey not the sammons, Since God supports
the Sultan, your succour is wseless; since the sword of heaven
suffices him, he has no need of yours ; let us see what he can do
of himself.—The soldiers have laid down their arms; and lo,
the masters of the world are as feeble as the meanest of their
subjects! Ye people, know then that those who govern you arc
your chiefs and not your masters; your guardians appointed by
yourselves, and not your proprietors; that your wealth is your
own. anil to you they are sccountable for the administration of
it 1 that kings or subjects, God has made all men equal, and no
human being has a right to oppeess his fellow-creature.

Rut this nation and its ehiefs acknowledge mot these sacred
truths=Be it s0: they will suller the consequences of their evror.
The decree is gone forth ; the day approaches when this colossus
of power shall be dashed to pieces, and fall, erushed by its own
weizht, Yes, Iswear by the ruins of so many desoolished em-
pives, that the erescent shall undergo the same fate as tho states
whose mode of government it has imitated ! A foreign people
shall drive the Saltans from their metropolis; the throne of
Orkhan shall be subverted ; the last shoot of his race shall be
et off; and the horde of the Oguzians®, deprived of their chief,
shall be dispersed like that of the Nogaians, I this dissolution
the subjects of the empire, freed from the yoke that lield them
together, will resume their ancient distinctions, antl a geweral
anarchy will take place, as happened in the empire of the So-
phist, till there shall arise among the Arabs, the Armeniass, or

* Bedore the Turks 800k the name of theie chle? Othman L they beer 1hat
of Oguzisas: soud it was upder thin sppelivtion that they weee driven ot of
Tartary by Getgge, aied came from the borders of Giosa ts setile theaelves
o Asafolia,

t I Porsaa, after the death of Thamas. Koulikan, sach peorinee hd e chief,
wul for forty years (hese chiefs were in » comtant stsbe of war. Tn s view the
Turks do not say widhoo! reasan i * T yean of & tyrant ase lew destzuctive
than 3 vaagle wght of suarchy”

(8
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the Greeks, legislators who shall form new states. Ok ! werea
sagacious and hardy race of men to be found, what materials of
greatness and glory are here !—But the hour of destiny is are
rived. The cry of war strikes my ear, and the catastrophe i
about to commence. Tn vain the Sultan draws out bis nrms ; his
ignorant soldiers are beaten and scattered, In vain he calls
upon his subjects : their hearts are callows: his subjects reply
“Itis decreed : and what is it to us who is to be our saster?
we cannot lose by the change,”  In vain these trae believers in-
voke beaven and the prophet, the prophet is dead, and heaven
without pity answers: % Cease to cal upon me.  You are the
authors of your calamitics, find yourselves their remedy, Na.
ture has established laws, ilb«omm;ou to practise them, Exa-
mine and reflect mpon the events that take place, and profit by
experience, It is the folly of man that works his destruction ;
it is his wisdom that must save him. The people are ignorant ;
et them get understanding ; their ehiofs are depraved, let them
correct their vices and amend their lives, for such is the docree
of nature: Since the evils of society flow from 1axoRANCE aud
INORDINATYE DESIRE, #ven will never cease to be tormented il they
shall becomme intelligent and wise ; till they shall practise the art of
Justice, founded on a keowledge of the variows relations in which
they stand, and the laws of their own orgenization®,"

e a—— A ——————— -

* A siogular moral phenomencn made its appearance in Eovoge in (he year
1788, A grest natios, jealows of its Iiberty, contracted a foudpess foe 3 nation
1B enemy of Rberty; & palion friendly to the arts for 2 madben (hat detests
themi; 2 mild and todersat nation for o persecating and famalic goe; a social
and gay sation for a zation wheae charslerisies are gleorm and misanthropy
in & word, the French were smiltes with a jumicn for the Turks : they were
desiroms of esgagiog in 2 war for Ihems, nad that 32 & tiee whes A revoletica
in their own countsy was jost at ity commencemrnt,. A man who perceived
the Lrue uatere of the sluation, wrote & book to digsusde thes froms the war)
it was imavedistely pretended 1hat be was paid by the goversmient, which in
reality wibied the war, 30d which was sgon the Ptk of sbhattiag Mim up inn
shale prvon.  Asolher man wrete b recomaend the war: be was spgpdanded,
ad bis word was takes in payrocet for the science, 1he politenrsss, sed ins.
poeiasce of the Turks. It b true that he believed in his owmm Thewis, for be bad
Frund amoag them people who cast » wativity, acd alohessists who pedaed his
foutane ; w Be foond Mastinists st Pang, who esabied Mm 1o o wilh Seron.
1ris, mad Magnetiners who concladed with destroxing his existence, Notwith-
starding this, the Turks were bestes by the Rusisns, sid the man who thea
predicted the fall of their enagire, Wis fo the prediction, The ressit of 1hes
LIl will be a complete change of the PoREieal systers, as far an it relates 1o the
cosst of the Miditerrancan 14, bowever, the Fresch e lmportant m

Proportien s they become free, sad of they will make uie of the sivantage
thay will obtain, their progres WAy canily prove of the most hoacurabide socl,
lnssmach aa, by the wise decrees of fate, the troe interest of masking evee.
mose accerds wilh their trae moraity.
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CHAP, XIIL

Wirt e Hoxax Race sg ever ix A nerren Cosprrios
THAN AT PRESENTY?

Orprpssrn with sorrow at the predictions of the Genius, and
the severity of his reasoning : unhappy natioss, cried 1, bursting
into tears! Unhappy my own lot! 1 now despair of the felicity
of man ! sinee his evils flow from his own heart, since he must
himself apply the remedy, woe for ever to his existence! For
what can restrain the isordinate desire of the powerful? Whe
shall enlightes the ignorance of the weak? Who instruct the
multitude 1a the knowledge of its rights, and force the chiefs to
discharge the duties of their station ? Individual will pot cease
to oppress individual, one nation to attack another pation, and
never will the day of prosperity and glory agnin dawn upon these
countries, Alas?! conquerors will come; they will drive away
the oppressors, and will establish themselves in their place ; but,
succeeding to their power, they will succeed also to their rapa-
eity, and the earth will have changed its tyrants, without lessen-
ing the tyranny.

Fhen tuening towards the Genws: O Genius! said 1, de-
spair has taken hold of my heart, While you have instructed
me i the mature of man, the depravity of governors, and the
abjectness of those who are governed, have given me a disgust
to life; and since there is no alternative but to be the accomplice
or the victim of oppression, what has the virtuous man to deo
but to join his ashes to those of the tombs,

The Genias, fixing upon me a look of severity mixed with
compassion, was slent,  After a fow minutes he replied: Is it
then in dying that virtwe consists ! The wicked moan is indefatig-
able in the comsumeastion of viee, and the just disheartened at
the first obstacle which stands in the way o} doing good ! —But
such is the haman heart : success intoxicates it to presumption,
disappointment dejects and terrifies it Always the vietim of
the scosation of the moment; it judges not of things by their na-
ture bt by the impulse of passion,—Mortal, who despairs of
the human race, upon what profound calculation of reasoning
and events is your julgment formed? Have you serutinized the
organization of sensible beings, to determine with precision
whether the springs that incline them to bappiness are weaker
than those which repel 7 or rather, viewing at a glance the his-
tory of the species, and judging of the future by the example of
the past, have yvou hence discovered with ﬂ‘l’lll'nl'\, that all pro-
Goiency is impossible 7 Lot we ask 1 Have societies, sinee their
origin, made no step towards instruction and a better state of
things 7 Are men sl in the woods, destitute of every thing,
ignorant, stupid, aml ferocious ! Are there no nations advanced
beyond the period, when nothing was to be seen upon the face
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of the globe but savage freebooters or savage slaves? If indl.
viduals bave at certain Gimes, and in certain places, become bete
ter, why should not the mass improve? If particular sogietics
bave attained a considerable degree of perfection, why should
not the progress of the gencral society sdvance ! If first obsta.
cles have been overcome, why ulwuid succeeding ones be in.
surmountable,

But you are of opinion that the human race is degenerating ?
Guard yourself aguinst the illusion and paradoxes of misai.
throphy. Dissatistied with the present, man supposes in the past
a perfection which does not exist, and which is merely the dise
coloration of his chogrin, He praises the dead from enmity to
the living, and employs the bones of the fathers as an instrument
of chastiseenet against the children,

To establish ths principle of a retrograde perfection, it is ne.
cessary that we should contradict the testimony of facts and rea-
son, Nor is this all ; the fucts of history might indeed be equi.
voeal, but it is farther necessary that we should contradict the
Jiving fuct of the nature of man; that we should assert that he
is borm with a perfect science in the use of his senses ; that, pre.
yious to experience, he is able to distinguish poison from aliment;
that the sagacity of the infant is greater than that of his bearded
progenitor ; that the blind man enn walk with more assurance
than the man endoed with sight ; that wan, the creature of civis
lization, is bess favoured by circumstances than the cannibal ; in
a word, that there is no truth in the existing gradation of in.
#truction und experience,

Young man, believe the voice of tombe and the testimony of
manuments.  There are countries which have doubtless fallen
off from what they were at certain epochas : but if the under,
standing were to analyse tharoughly the wisdom and felicaty of
their inhabitants at those periods, their glory would be found to
have less of reality than o} splendor; it would be seen, that even
in the most celebruted states of antiquity, there oxisted enormous
vices and cruel abuses, the precise cause of their instability ;
that in general the principles of government were atrocipus ; that
from people to poople, audacious yobbery, barbarous wars, an
ymplacable animosities were prevalent® ; that nataral right was
unknown ; that m(-ralillv war pervertpd by senseless fanaticisns
and deplorable superstition; that & dream, a viston, an oracle,
were the froquent ocoasjon of the most terrible commotions, Nae
tions are not perhaps vet free from the power of these evils; bat
their force is ut boast diminished, and the experionce of PRsL Limes

—
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® Rewd the hatory of the wars of Rome and Carthoge, of Sparta snd Messns,
of Athess apd Syracuse, of the Hebrews sad Use Phewicians | yet these are the
Baligns of which aatvquity Loasts 3 belog mest poloped |
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has not been wholly Jost.  'Within the three last conturies espes
cially, the light of knowledge has been increased and dissemi-
pated ; civilization, aided by various happy circumstances, has
perceptibly advanced, and even inconveniencies aind abuses bave
proved advantageoes to it : for if conquest have extended King-
doms and states beyond due bounds, the people of differeat coun-
tries, uniting usder the same yoke, hvcofou that spirit of es-
trangement and divison which made them all encmies to one
another. If the hands of power have been strengthened, an ad-
ditional degree of system and harmony has at least been intro-
duced in its exercise.  1f wars have become more goneral in the
mass of their influence and operation, they have been less de-
stewctive in their details, If the people carry to their combat
less personality und less exertion, their struggles are less san.
guinary and ferocious, If they ure less free, they are less tur-
bulent; if they are more effeminate, they are more pacific, Des
potism iteell seems not to have beea unprodective o advantages ;
for if the government has been absolute, it has been less per-
turbed and tempestuows: if thrones have been regarded as heve-
ditary property, they huve excited less dissension, and exposed
the people to fewer convulsions : in fine, if despols, with timid
and mysterions jealousy, have interdicted all knowledge of their
administration, all rivalskip for the direction of affairs, the pas-
sions of mankind, excluded from the political career, have !x‘t‘d
upon the arts and the sciences of nature ; the sphere of ideas
bas been enlarged on cvery side: man, devoted to abstract
studies, bas better understood his place in the system of nature,
and his social velations: principles have been more fully dis-
cussed, objects more ucclmm-t' discerned, knowledge more
widely difused, individuals mva more capable, mapners more
sociable, life more bepevolent and pleasing ; the species at large,
particularly in certain conntries, have been e\ixL'nll, gainers ;
nor can thas improvement fuil to proceed, sinee ids two principal
obstacles, those which have !ai(ﬂc-no vendered it so slow, and
froquently retrograde, the difficulty of transmitting ideas froe
age to age, and communicating thém rapidly from man to wman,
have been removed,

With the people of antiquity, every canton and every cily,
having a language uline to iself, stood aloof from the rest,
und the result was favourable to ignorance and anarchy i they
had no communicatjon of ideas, no participation of discovenies,
no harmony of inerests or of will, no unity of action or conduset,
Beside, the only means of diffusing and trassmitting ideas being
that of speech, fugitive nad Iimiws, and that of writing, slow of
execution, expemsive, 2nd acquired by few, there resulted an
extreme difficalty us to insreution in the first instance, the loss
of advantages one generation might devive from the experience

FE——— N
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of another, instability, retrogradation of sciemce, and ome wn-
varied scene of chaos and childbood,

On the contrary, in the modeen world, and particularly in
Earope, great nations having allied themselves by a sort of uni-
versal langauge, the firm of opinion has been placed upon a broad
basis ; the winds of men have sympathised, their Caru have
enlarged ; we bave seen azrecment in thinking, and concord in
acting : in fime, that sacred art, that memorable gift of celestinl
genivs, the press, farnished a means of communicating, of diffus-
g al one instance any idea to millions of the speaies, and of
giving it & pormanence which all the power of tyrants bas been
able neither to suspend nor suppress, Hence has the vast mass
of instruction perpetually inereased ; hence has the atmosphere
of truth continually grown brightes, and u strongth of mind been
produced that is in no fear of counteraction.  And this improves
ment is the secessary effcct of the laws of sature; for v the
law of sensation, man as invineibly tends to make himself huppry,
03 the flame to ascend, the stone (o gravitate, the water to gaf
its level, His ignorunce is the obstacle which misleads hins as
to the meuns, and decoives him respecting causes and effocts,
By force of experience he will bocome enlightened ; by force of
errors he will set himse!f right : he will become wise and good,
becanse it is his intcrest 1o be so; and ideas communicating
themselves through n nation, whole elasses will be imstructed,
science will be universally familing, and all men will usderstand
what are the principles of individual happiness, and of pablic
felicity.,  They will understand what are their respective rola-
tions, their rights, and their dutics, in the social order ; they will
no longer be the dopes of inordinate desire they will pereeive
that morality is a braneh of the scicnes of physics, composed, it is
frue, of elewsents complicated in their operation, bt -mnrle and
invariable in their mature, as being no other than the elements
of human orgusization itself. They will feel the necessity of
being moderate nnd just, heeawse thercin consists the aldvantuge
nad security of each; that to wish 1o enjoy at the expence of
another is afalse calcalation of ignorance, because the result
of such proceeding, are reprisals, enmity, sid rey enge: and that
dishonesty is invaciably the offspring of folly,

hidividual? will feel that private hoppiness is allied to the
ba wpiness of society.

Phe weak, that [nstead of dividing their inferests, they ought
to unite, because equality constitutes their strepsth.

The rich, that the measure of ~njoyment is limited by the con-
slitntion of the ozguns, and that ssitude follows satiely,

The poor, that the highest degree of husman felicity consista
in peace of mind and the doe employment of time,

i’uhlic opinion, reaching kiags on their thromes, will oblige
them o Loep themselves within4he bounds of a regular authority,
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Chanco itself, sorving the cause of nations, will give them
somctimes incapable chiels, who, through weakpess, will sufler
them to become free; and sometimes enlightened chiels, who
will virtwoasly emancipate thom,

Individuality will be a term of greater comprehension, and
pations, free and enlightened, will hereafter become one com-
[:‘et individual, as single men are now : the consequences will

proportioncd to the state of things. The communication of
knowledge will oxtend from sociely ta society, till it compre-
hends the whole earth. By the law of imitation the exampie of
ome people will be followed by others, who will adept its spirit
and its laws. Despots themselves, perceiving that they can no
longer maintain their power without justice and benclicence,
will be induced, both from necessity and rivalship, to soften the
rigour of their govermment ;: and civilization will be universal,
—Ausong nations there will be established an equilibrium of
force, which, confining them within the limits of just respect for
their reciprocal rights, will put an end to the barbarows practics
of war, and induce them to submit to civil arbitention the deci-
sion of their disputes® ; and the whole species will hecome one
grand society, one individeal fumily governed by the same spirit,
by common Jaws, and enjoying all the felicity of which human
nature is capable,

This great work will doubtless be long accomplishing, because
it is necessary that one and the same motion should be commu-
nicated to the various parts of an bamense body, that the same
leaven should assimiiate ap emormous muss of heterogencons
elements : but this motion will effoctually operate.  Already
socigle at large, having passed through the same stages as par-
ticulfir socictics have done, promises to lead to the same results,
At first, disconnected ia its parts, each individual stood alone ;
and this intellectual solitude eonstituted its age of amarchy apd
childhood. Divided afterwards iato sections of irregular size,
#s chance dirvcted, which have been called states and Kingdoms,
it has experienced the fatal effocts which resull from the ines
quality of wealth and conditions ; and the aristocraey by which
great empires have domineered over their dependoncies, have
formed its second age, lo process of time, these paramount
chiefs of the globe bave disputed with each other for superiority,
and then was seen the persod of factions and civil lnmir:‘ Acd
now the partios, tired of their discords and feeling the want
of laws, sigh for the epoeba of order 20d tranquillity,  Let but

§ What bs » people? An individusl of the sociely ot barge. What & war?
A docl between two individosl geople.  lu what manver sught 5 society 10
At when two of ity members ight b luterfere and recoscile, or repress them
In the davs of the Abbe de Suint Pierre this was freated as 2 dream, but
boppily for the huiman rece it begins to be mcleed

e ———
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a virtuous chiel arise, a powerful and just people appear, and
the earth will arvive at supreme power, It waits a legislative
'::plc: this is the object of its wishes and its prayers, and my

rt hears its voice,—Then turning to the quarter of the West ;
Yes, continued be, a hollow noise already strikes my ear; the
ery of liberty, uttered wpon the farther shore of the Atlantic,
bas reached to the old continent, At this ery # seeret murmur
agrinst oppression is oxcited in a powerfal pation ; a salutary
alarm takes place respecting its sitwation ; it inquires what it i
and what it ought to be; it examines into its rights, its resolrees,
and what has been the conduct of its chiefs.—One day, one ro-
flection more—and an immense agitation will arise, & pow age
will make its appearance, un age of astomishment to vulgar
minds, of surprise and dread to tyrants, of emancipation o »
great people, and of hope to the whole world.

CHAP, X1V,
Graxo Osstacre vo Ivvrnovexexr.

Tur Genius stopt. My mind, however, pre-occupied with
gloomy forcbodings, yielded not to persuasion ; bat fearfll of
offending him by opposition, 1 made mo reply. After a short
interval: fixing on me a look that transpiereed my soul : You
are silent, said be, and your heart is agitated with thoughts
which it dares not utter !—Confiused and terrified ; O Genius,
I made answer, pardon my weakness : truth alone has donht-
less proceeded from your lips ; but your celestinl intelligence
can distinguish its traits, where to my gross facaltios there appear
nothing but clowds. 1 acknowledge it, conviction has not peee-
trated my soul, and I feared that my doubts might give you
offence.

And what is doubt, replied he, that it should be regurded as
a crime?! Has man the power of thinking contrary to the im-
pressions that are made upon him # I a trath be palpable, snd
its observance important, let ue pity the man who does not per-
ceive it: his punishment will infallibly spring from his Blindness,
Ifit be uncertain and equivocal, how is he to find in it what does
not exist ! To believe without evidenee and demonstration is an
act of ignorance and folly: The eredulons man invelves himself
in a labyrinth of contradictions ; the man of sense examines and
discusses every question, that he may be consistent in his opes
nions ; he can endure contradiction, becanse from the collision
evidence arises. Violence is the argument of falsehood : and
to impose a creed authoritatively, is the index and proceeding
of & tyrant,

Emboldened by these sentiments, T replied 1 O Genius, sinee
uay veason i free, 1 strive in vain o welcome the fattermg hope
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with which you would console me. The sensible and virtwouns
soul is prone emough to be hurried avay by dreams of fancied
happiness ; but a eruel reality incessantly reeals its attention to
wgning and wretchedness. The more I meditate on the nature
of man, the more I examine the present state of society, the less

ible does it appear to me that a world of wisdom and felicity
should ever be realized, | gurvey the face of our whole hemi-
sphere, and no where can 1 perceive the germ of a bappy vevo-
lution. Al Asia ix buried in the most profound darkness. The
Chiaese, subjocted to an insolent despotism *, dependent for
their fortane upon the decivion of lots, and held in awe by strokes
of the bamboo, inslaved by the immutability of the codé, and by
the irressediable vice of their languunge, offer to view an abortive
civilisation and a race of natomata, The Indian, fettered by
prejudice, and manacled by the inviolable institetion of his casts,
vegetatos in an incurable apathy, The Tartar, wandering or
fixed, at all times iznorant and ferocious, lives in the barbarity
of his ancestors.  ‘I'be Arab, endowed with  bappy genius, losos
its force and the fruit of his labour in the anarchy of his tribes,
and the jealousy of his familics. The African, degraded from
the state of man, seems irremodiably devoted to servitude. In
the North I see nothing but serfi, reduced to the level of cattle,
the live stock of the estate upon which they live #, Ignorance,
tyranny, and wretchedness, bave every where struck the nations

——

e —— o

* The emgeror of China ca¥s hineed! 1he son of heaven, that s, of God
for n the spluion of the Chinew, the materisl Beaven, the srbiter of fatadiny,
s the Dirity himself  * The ecnperor ouly shews himself sace 4o ten o,
Jest the yeaple socustomed to see i, might bose theis respect | for be holds
it as 3 manie, that power cas oaly be sappected by force, that the people have
wo dlea of justice, wad are zot to be governed bot by conrcion.” Narrctive of
tee Madometan Trevellers in 851 and 8§77, traaslatesd by the Abbé Hecaadot
In 1713,

Notwithetasding what is aserted by the mimionaries, 1his sitostion has
undergone 00 change. The bambeo still reizas iy Chians, sed the sos of
heaven Bastiasden, for the most trivial fault, the Mandare, who, s ldis tom,
bastinades the goopde. “Ihe Jevuits may teif ou that this is 1he best governed
cosnlry i the world, aod its inhabilants 15 happiont o men ; bat a yogle
letter from Amyot has cenvieced me, 1hat Chiss s « truly Turkuh govern-
1end, ond 1he accoost of Scaverat conlinms it See Vel. Il of Vegage enz
Indes, in dlo,

As long 2a the Chinese shall i writing make use of 1heie present charactens,
they can be exgected 1o make 50 progress s civilizarisn. The DECEASATY W
treduciory step st be the givieg thew an alpdabet like our own, of the
substituting s the vosm of their language that of the Tortare; the imgeove-
ment made in the Mier by M. de Leagles, is calenlated to ntroduce the
chaage. Sce the Mawichon alpfabet, the peeductiza of 3 mind truly learsed
0 the farmation of langesge,

T When this was writtco the revolation in Poland had sot taken place. |
beg leavw 1o apelogize 10 150 virteows nobles and the end ghtened priace by
Wham it woay effected,

H
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with stupor: and vicious habits, depraving the natural senses,
have destroved the very instinct of happinessand trath. Iu some
countries of Europe, indoed, reason beging to expand its wings;
but even there, is the knowledge of individual minds commeon to
the nation ? Has the superiority of the goveroment been turned
to the advantage of the people? And these people, who call them-
solves polished, are they not those who three centuries ago Blled
the earth with their injustice 7 Are they not those who, under
the pretext of commeree, laid India waste, dispeopled & new con-
tinent, and who at preseat subject Africa to the most inhumane
slavery ? Can liberty spring up out of the bosom of despots, and
Justice be administered by the hands of rapacity and avarice?
Genius! I have beheld civilized counmtries, and the illusion of
their wisdom has vanished from my sight, | saw riches acen-
mulated in the hands of 2 few individuals, and the multitude
poor and destitute. I saw all right and power concentered in
certain classes, and the mass of the people passive and depend.-
ent. T saw the palaces of princes, but no incorporation of indi-
viduals as such, o common-hall of nations. peveeived the
deep attention that was givea to the interests of government ;
hut no public interest, no sympathetic spirit. [ saw that the
whaole science of those who command consisted in prudestly op-
pressing ; and the refined servitude of polished mations ouly ap-
peared to me the more irremediable,

With one obstacle in particular my mind was sensibly struck,
In surveying the globe, T perceived that it was divided into twenty
different systems of religious worship. Each nation has received,
or formed for itself, opposite opimions, and sscribing to itself ex-
clusively the truth, has imagined every other to be in error. But
if, as is the fhet, in this discordance the majority deceive them-
selves with sincerity, it follows that the human mind as readily
imbibes falschood as truth : and in that case how is it to be en-
lightened ? How are prejudices to be extirpated that first take
root in the mind? How 1s the bandage to be removed from the
cyes, when the first article in every croed, the first dogma of all
religions, is the proscription of doubt, of examination, and of the
r'}gbt of private jadgment 7 How is truth to make itself known?
If she resort to the demonstration of argument, pusillanimons
man appeals against evidence to his conscience, gl‘ #he call in
the aid of divine authority, already prepossessed, he opposes an
authotity of a similar kind, and treats all innovation as blas
phemy.  Thus, in his blindness, rivetting the chains upon him-
slf, does he become the sport of his ignorance and passions.
To dissolve these fatal shackles, 8 miraculons concurrence of
Bappy circumstances would be necessary. It would be necessary
that a whole nation, cured of the delitivm of superstition, should
no longer be liable (o the impressions of fanaticism; that, freed
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from the yoke of a false doctrine, it should volunmtarily embrace
the genuine system of morality and reason ; that it should be-
come at once courageous and prudent, wise and docile ; that
every individual, acquainted with his rights, should xmpulouq.ly
ohserve their limits; and the oﬁould know how to resnst
seduction, and the rich the allurements of avarice; that there
should be found upright and disinterested chiefs; that its tyrants
should be seized with a spirit of madoess and folly ; that the
people, recovering their powers, should perceive their inability
to exercise them, and consent to appoint dolegates ; that having
first created their magistrates, they should know both how to
respect and bow to judge thewm ; that i the rapid renovation of
a whole nation pervaded with ahuse, cach individual, removed
from his former habits, should suffer patiently the pains and selfe
denials apnexed ; in ine that the nation should have tbe courage
to conquer its liberty, the wisdom to secure it, the power to de-
fend it, and the generosity to communicate it.  Can sober judg-
ment expect this combination of circumstances! Should fortene
in the infinite variety of her caprices produce them; is it likely
that 1 shoubd live to see that day ? Will not this frame long be-
fore that have mouldered in the tomb?

Here, oppressed with sorrow, my heart deprived me of utter-
anee, ‘The Genius made no reply; but in a low tone of voice 1
heard him say to himself; ** Let us revive the hope of this man;
for if he who loves his fellow-creatures be suffered to despair,
what is to become of mations? The past is perhaps but too much
calculated to dejoct him. Let us then anticipate futurity ; let
us unveil the astonishing age that is about to rioc? that virtue,
secing the end of its wishes, animated with new vigour, my re-
double its efforts to hasten the accomplishment of it.”

CHAP, XV.
New Ace,

Scancery had the Genius uttered to Nimself these words
than an immense noise proceeded from the West ; and turning
my eves to that quarter, | perceived at the extremity of the
Mediterranean, in the country of one of the Europesn nations,
a Ym«ligio.m movement, similar to what exists in the bosom ol
a large city whes, pervaded with sedition, an innumscrable

ple, like waves, fluctuate in the streets and public places.

Iy ear, struck with their cries, which ascended to the very
heavene, distinguished at intervals these phrases :

“ What is this new prodigy 7 What this eruel and mysterious
swourge i We are a namerous ple, and we want stremgth!
We Enc an excellent soil, num are destitute of provisson !
We are active and laborious, and we live in indigesce! We pay




2 A SURVEY OF THE

enormous tributes, and we are told that they are not sufficient !
We are at peace without, and our persons and property are not
safe within! What then is the secret enemy that devours us ™

From the midst of the concourse, some individual voices ro-

Mied : “ Ereet & standard of distinetion, and let al) those who,

y usefal labours, contribate to the sy port and maintenancs of
society, gather round W, and you will discover the cnemy that
Preys on your vitals,*

The standard being evected, the nation found jtself suddenly
divided into two bodies of unequal magnitude and dissimilar a
pearance ; the one innvmerable and neard integral, exhibited
in the general poverty of their dress, and in their meagre and
sunburat faces, the marks of toil and wretchedness : the other,
A petty growpe, & valueloss faction, presented, in their rich
atlire, embroidered with gold and silver, and in their sleek and
reddy complexions, the symptoms of leisure amd abundance,
Conssdering these men more attentively, I perceived that the
hl}(’ body was constituted of labourers, artisans, and tradesmen,
ahd every profession wseful to society, and that in the lesser
groupe there were none but priests, courtiers, jl)ublic aecountants,
commanders of troops ; in short, the civil, military, or religious
agents of governmoent.,

The two bodjes being fromt to front assemnbled, and having
looked with astomishment at cach other, Isaw the feelings of
indignation and resentment spring vp in the one, and a sort of
panic i the other; and the large said to the senall body ;

Why stand you apart # Are you not of our number ?

No, replied the groupe ; you are the people : we are a
privileged class; we have laws, customs and rites peculiar to
ourselves,

People, And what laboar do you perform in the society ?

Privileged Class, None: we are Bot made to labour,

People.  How then have vou ucquired vour wealth ?

Privileged Class, By taking the pains to govern you.

People, T'o govera us! and is this what you call governing ?
We teil, and you “njoy ; we prodece, and you dissipate : wealth
flows from us, and you absorb it,—Privileged men, class dise

tinet from the people, form a wation apart and govern yours
selves®,

* This deslogee between the people sad the Sadolost classms, s applicatile
1o evers sccliety ) B cortalug the wody of all Lthe political vices and dacrders
that prevesl, and wihich may 1hus be dedaed ; men who o solhing, and whe
devoar the sulstamce of cttery | ased mey who arrogste to themselven pacticular
nights sad exclusive prviieses of wealth snd oloeaie. (€ Vragure e Mam.
losks of Egvge, the Nebility of Euroge, the Nars of litoe, the Emirs of
Arabis, she Patelcious ~ Rowse, the Chinstian cleegy, the I, the Brassiins,
the Bouees, the Lamos, & Koo sad yea will Dind e all the sarse charactensiic
feature,~* New lving is sdiencas at ihe expence of those who labeur™
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Then deliberating oo their new situation, some among the
groupe said : Let us join the people, nud partake their burthens
and eares; for they are men like ourselves, Others replied :
To mix with the herd would be degrading and vile; they are
born to serve us, who arc men of a superior race. The civil
goveenors said : the people are mild and natorali servide ; let
us speak 1o them in the name of the King and the {nl‘. and they
will retarn to their duty. People; the King decroes, the sove-
reign ordaies,

Feople, The King camnot deeree any thing which the safety
of the people does wot demand ; the sovereign cannot ordain
but according to law.

Cicil Governors, 'The law calls upoa you for submission,

People, 'The law is the general will; and we will a new
erder.

Cieil Governors, You are in that case rebels,

Peopde. A nation cannot be & rebel ; tyrants only are rebels.

Civil Governers. 'The King is on our side, and he enjoins you
to submit, '

People. Kings cannot be separated from the mation in which
they reign. Our King cannot be oa your side ; you have oaly
the phantom of his countenance.

Then the military governors advanced, and they said : The
people are timorous ; it is proper to threaten them ; they will
yield to the influcnce of force.—Soldiers, chastise this insolent
multitude,

Poople. Soldiers, our blood Bows in your veins ! will you
strike your brothers? 17 the peopie bo destroyed, who will main-
tain the army ?

And the soldiers, grounding their arms, said to their chiofs:
We are a part of the people ; we whom you call upon to fight
against them,

Then the ecclesiastical governors said : There is but one re-
source Jefl. ‘The people are superstitions & it is proper Lo over-
awe them with the nsme of Gmrnnd rehigion,

Priests, Qur dear brethren, our children, God kas coe-
missioned us to govern you,

People. Produce the patent of his commission,

Priests.  You must have faith ; reason leads ssen into guilt.

Peuple, Awd would you govers us without reason ?
obfmm. God is the God of peace; religion enjoins you to

People. No: justice goes before peace , obedience implics a
law, and renders necessary the cognizance ol it

Priests, This workd was intended for trial and soffering.

Pecple. Do you then shew us the example of sutfering.

Pricsts. Would you live without Gods or Kings?

L




54 A SURVEY OF THE

People.  'We abijure tyranny of every kind,

Priests.  You must have mediators, persons whe may act in
your behalf,

People.  Mediators with God, and mediators with the King !
Courtiers and priests, your services are too expensive; hences
forth we take our affairs into our own hands.

Then the smaller groupe exclaimed 1 It is over with us;: the
multitude are enlizMencd. And the people replied 1 You shall
not be burt ; we are enlightened, and we will commit no violenes,
We desire nothing but our rights : resentment we cannot but
feel, but we consent to pass it by : we were slaves, we might
sow command ; but we a.J( only to be free, and free we are,

CHAP, XVI.
A Fzee axp Lrcistarive Prorve.

I xow reflected with myself that public power was at a stand,
that the habitual government of this people was annihilated,
and I shuddered at the iden of their falling into the disselution
of anarchy. Bal taking their affuirs immediately into their con-
sderation, they quickly dispelled my apprehenstons,

* Itis not enough,” said they, * that we have freed ourselves

from parasites and tyrants, we must prevent for ever the revival
of their power. We are human beings, and we know, by dear-
bought experience, that every human beiog ineessantl Rras
at sutcority, and wishes to enjoy it at the expence of others, g:
s therefore necessary to guard oursolves beforehand against this
unfortunate propensity, the prolific pareat of discord = it is ne
erssary to establish rules by which our rights are to be deter-
mined and our condect governed, 1ut in this investigation ah.
strase and diflienlt questions are involved, which demand all the
attestion and faculties of the wisest men. Occupied in our re-
spective callings, we bave neither leisure for theze studies, nor
are we competent of ourselves to the exercise of such functions,
et s select from our body certain individuals, to whom the em.
ployment will be proper. ~ To them let our common powers be
delegated, to frame for us a system of government and laws:
bet us constitite tien the representatives of our interests and
our wills; and that s representation may be as accurate as
possible, and have comprohended in it the whole diversity of our
wikis and interests, Jot the individuals that comprise it be ny-
merons, snd citizens like onrselyes.”

Toe selection being made, the peeple thes addressed theie
delegates ;: “ We have hitherto lived in n socsety formed by
chance, without fixed cluuses, wilhout free conventions, without
sipukation of rights, without reciprocal engagzements: and a
multitade of disorders and evils have been the result of this cone
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fissed state of things. We would now, with mature deliberation,
frame a regular compact; and we have made choice of you to
draw up the articles of it. Examine with care what ought to be
its busis and principles, Investigate the object and tendency of
every association ; observe what are the rights which every indi-
vidual brings into it, the powers he cedes for the ublic good,
and the powers which he reserves entive to himsell. Commu-
nicate to ws equitable laws and rules of conduet. Prepare for
ws 2 now syslem of government, for we feel that the prnciples,
which to this day have guided ws, are corrupt. Our fathers Lue
wandered in the paths of ignorance, and we from habit have
trod in their steps. Every thing is conducted by violence, fraud,
or delasion ; and the laws of morality and reasoa are still buried
in obscurity. Do you unfold the chaos; discover the time, or-
der, and connexion of things: puhli-h your code of laws and
rights ; and we will coaform to i

And the people raised an imisense throne in the form of a '
pyramid, and seating upon it the men they had chosen, said to
them : © We raise you this day above us, that you may take a
more comprehensive view of our relations, and be exalted above
the atmosphere of our passions,

« But remcmber that youare citizens like ourselyes ; that the

wor which we coafer upon you belongs (o us; that we give it
as a teust for which youare responsible, not as exclusive property,
or hereditary right ; that the Janws which you make, you will be
the first to submit to; that to-morrow you will descend from
your stations, and rank again with us; and that you will have
Sequired no distinguishing right, but the right (o our gratitude
and estecms, And oh?! with what glory will the universe, that
reveres so many apostles of ervor, homour the first assembly of
ealightened and reasonable men, who shall have declared the
imsmutable prisciples of justice to mwankind, and consecrated, in
the very face of tyraats, the rights of nations,”

CHAP. XVIL
Ustversat Basis or art Rignr Axp ALL Law,

Turse men, chosen by the people to investigate the tree prin-
ciples of morality and reason, then proceeded to the object of
their missios ; and, after a long examination, having discovered
a universal and fundamental principle, they said to their consti-
toents: % We have employed our faculties in the investigation
you demand of us, and we conceive the following to be the prime
ordial basis and physical origin of all justice and all right.

“ Whatever be the active power, the meoving cawse, that
directs the universe, this power having given to all men the
sasee organs, the sume sensations, and the sume wants, hus there-

L
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by sufficiertly declared that it has also given them the same
rights to the use of its benelits : and that ia the order of nature
mhen are equal,

“ Sccondly, inasmuch as this power has given to every man
the ability of preserving and maintaining his own existeace, it
elearly follows, that all men are constituted independent of each
other, that they are create free, that no man can be subject and
RO man sovereign, but that all men are the anlimited propries
tors of their own persons,

“ Equality, therefore, and liberty, are two essential attributes
of man, two laws of the Divinity, “not less essential and immu-
table, than the physical properties of inanimate nature,

* Again, from the principle, that every man is the unlimited
master of his own person, it follows, that one inseparable condi-
tion in every contract and engagement is the free and volantary
censent of all the persons therein bound.

* Farther, because every individual is equal to every other ine
dividual, it follows, that the balance of receipts and payments,
in political rocicty, ought to be rigorously in equilibrivm with
mg other ; so that froe the idea of equality immediately Sows
that other idea of equity and justice®,

* Finally, equality and liberty constitute the physical and
unslterable basis of every union of men in society, and of con.
sequence the necessary and generaling prineiple of every law
asd regular system of government ¥,

“ 1t 15 because this basis has been invaded, that the disorders
have been introduesd AMong you, as in every other pation, which
have at leagth excited you to resistance. It'is by returning onee
more (o a conformity with this rale, that You can reform abyses
and reconstitute & ha Py order of society,

*“ We are bound, however, to observe to You, that from this
regencration there will result an exfreme shock to be endured in
your habits, in your fortunes, and in rour prejudices.  Vicious
contracts must be dissolved, unjust prejudices abolished, bagi-
nary distinetions surreadered, and iniquitons descriptions of pro=
perty abrogated : in fine, You must set out once more from the

* The ctymalogy of the words themelves trace cat 10 wa this counexion ¢
ogwilibriave, cqwalitas, Feviias, are 3t of coe fumily, and the phyviaal idea of
epvality in the scales of 4 balamer i thasonrce and tyge of all the rest.

T In the deciarstion of Mghis 1Beve i mm inversicn of ideas 10 Ahe fest article,
liberty Belog placed before equaldy, from which = iy reality sprivgs.  This
Cefect is noed 10 be wendered ot the scumce of the rights of man is 2 vew
sehence; It was luvested yoslerday by the Americans, to-day the Freoch are
perfecting it, bt ihere yet remaion a great deal 1o be dose.  Iu 1he ideas that
combitute it there iy o gencalogical order, whichd, frew its basis, phyvical
eqenlity, 10 1he minttest a0l most remale Lrssches of gevernment, ought to

10 du enloterrupaed sering of isforences. This will be demonatrand
10 the second past of this work,
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state of mature. Consider whether you are capable of these
mighty sacrifices.”

'E'hny comcluded ; and, while I reflected upon the inherent
cupidity of the buman beart, I was induced to believe that the
poople would reject @ melioration presented under such nustere
colours. | was mistaken, lsstantly a vast crowd of men thronged
towards the throne, and solemnly abjured all riches and all dis-
tinctions. ** Unfold to us, (eried they), the laws of equalit
and liberty: we disclaim all future ssession that is not he
in the sacred name of justice. Equality, liberty, justice, these
are our inviolable code; these names shall inscribe our standard.”

Insmediately the people raised a mighty standard, varied with
three colours, and upon which thase three words were written,
Thev unfurled it over the throne of the legislators, and now for
the first tinse the symbol of universal and equal justice appeared
u the earth, In front of the throne the people built an
altar, on which they placed golden scales, a sword, and u book
with this legend : YO EQUAL LAW, THE FROTICTOR, AND THE
separ. They thea drew round the throne a vast ampitheatre,
and tho mation scated itself to hear the publication of the Inw.
Millions of mes, in act of solemn appeal to beaven, lifted u
their hands together, asd swore, ¥ !Lat they would live cqua':
free, and just ; that they would respect the rights and property
of each other; that they would yield obedience to the law and
its mimisters regularly appointed,

A sight like this, so full of sublimity and energy, so interest-
ing by the gemerous emotions it implicd, melted me into tears 3
and addressing myself to the Genius, L said : “ Now may Ilive !
for after this there is nothing which I am not daring enough

to hope."”

CHAP. XVIIL
Coxsyenyariox axp Coxsrinacy oF Trraxrs,

Mraswuine, scarcely had the solemn cry of liberty and
equality resounded through the earth, when astonishment and
apprehension were excited in the different nationg, In one place,
the multitude, moved by desire, but wavering between hopo
amd fear, between a sense of their rights and the habitual yoke
of slavery, betrayed symptoms of agitation : in another, kings
m«l-!rn? roused from the sleep of indolence and despotism, were
alarmed for the safety of their thromes : cvery where those
classes of civil and religious tyrants, who deceive princes aud
oppress the people, were sized with rage and consternation ;
and, concerting plans of perfidy, they said oae to anothor ;
““ Woe be to us, sbould this fatal ery of liberty reach the car of
the multitode, amd this destruetive spirit of justice be -

I
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seminated."—And secing the standard wiaving in the air:
“What a swarm of evils,” cried they, *“ are included in thess
three words ! IF all men are equal, where is our exclusive nfbt
to honours and power? If all men are or ought to be free, what

mes of our slaves, our vassals, our pro y? If all are
¢qual in a civil eapacity, where are our pfivi of birth and
stocession, and what becomes of nobility 2 If all ure equal be-
fore God, where will be the need of mediators, and what is to
become of the priesthood ? Ah! et us accomplish, without &
moment's delay, the destruection of a germ so prolilic and cons
tagious! let ws employ the whole force of our st against this
calamity, Lot us sound the alarm to kings, that they may join
in our cause. Let us divide the people : let us engage them in
war, and furn aside their attention by conquests and sational
Jealousy. Lot us excite their apprehensions respecting the
power of this free nution. Lot us form & grund league against
the commen enomy. Let uepull down the sacrilegious standard,
demolish this throne of rebe liom, and quench this fire of revolu-
tion im its outset,”

And in reality the civil and roligious tyrants of the people
entered into a general combination, and having gained, eif:trr
by constraint or seduction, multitodes on their side, they ad-
Yaneed in an bostile manser against the free nation, Surrounde
Ing the altar and throne of natural law, they demanded, with
load cries: “What is this now and herotical doctrine 2 W hat
this impious altar, this sacrilegions worship ? True believers
and royal subjects ! Would you not suppose that to-day truth
has been first discovered, and that hitherto you have been in.
volved in error! Would you net suppose that these men, more
fortunate than yourselves, have alone the privilege of being
wise ! And you, rebel and guilty nation, do you not feel that
your chiefs mislead you ? that they adulterate the principles of
your faith, and overturn the religion of your fathers! Tremble
est the wrath of heaven be lighted agninst you; and hasten by
speedy repentance to expiate your error.” .

Bat inaccessible to sedection as to terror, the free pation
kept silence : it maintained un exact discipline in arms, and
continued (o exhibit an imposing attitude,

And the legislators said to the chiofs of pations : “ If when
we went on with our eyes hood-winked, our steps did pot fail
to be enlightened, why now that the bandage is remon ed, should
we conceive that we are involved in darkness ? If we, who pre-
scribe to mankind to exert their faculties, deceive and mislead
them, what can be expected from those who dosire only to
maintain them in blindness 2 Ye chiefs of nations, if you possoss
troth, communicate it: we shall recoive it with gratitude 1 for
with ardour we pursue it, and with interest shall engage in the
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diseovery, We are men and may be deceived ; bet you also are
men, and as fallible as ourselves.  Assist us in this labyrinth,
i which the human species has wandered for so many ages s
assist us to dissipate the illusion of evil habits and prejudice.
Eoter the lists with us in the shock of opinions which dispate
for our acceptance, and engage with us in tracing the pure and
proper character of truth, Lot us terminate to-day the long
combat of error; let us establish between it and truth a soletmn
contest : let us call in men of every mation o assist us in the
judgment : bet us convoke a general assembly of the world ; let
them be judges in their own eause : and in the successive trial
of every system, let mo champion and no argument be nanting
to the side of prejudice or of reason. In fine, Jot & fair exami-
pation of the result of the whole give birth to universal barmony
of minds and opinions.””

CHAP. XIX.
Gexerarn AsspunLy or THE ProrLe,

Tuus spoke the legistators of this free people ; and the multi-
tude, seized with the spirit of admiration, which every reasonable
proposition mever fails 1o inspire, shouted their applanse, and
the tyrants remained alome, overwhelmed with confasion.

A scene of a new and asonishing nature then presented itself
to my view, All the people and nations of the globle, every
race of men from every climate, advancing on all sides, seemed
to assemble in one inclosure, and form in distinet groupes an
immense congress. ‘The motley appearance of this innumerable
erowd, cecasioned by their diversity of dress, of features, and
of complexion, exhibited a most extraordinary and most attrac-
tive spoctacle,

On one side | could distinguish the European with Lis short
and close habit, his triangular hot, smooth cm, and powdered
bair; and on the opposite side the Asiatic with a flowing robe,
n long beard, a shaved bead, ard a circular turban, Here |
observed the indabitants of Afviea, their skin of the colour of
ebony, their hair woolly, their body girt with white and blue
fish-skin, and adormed with bracelets and collars of coruls, shells,
and glass-beads; there the northern tribes, inveloped in bags of
of skin; the Laplander with his piked bonnet and his snow-
shoes ; the Samosede with glowing limbs and with a stron,
odour; the Tongouse with his bonmet shaped like a horn, lbﬁ
carrving his idols peodant from his neck ; the Yakoute with his
freckied skin: the Calmuock with flattened nose and with little
eves, foreed as it were to have no correspondence with each
other, Farther im the distance werpe the Chinese, attired in
silk, and with their hair hanging in tresses ; the Japanese of
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mingled race; the Malayans with spreading ears, with a ring
i their nose, and with a vast hat of the leaves of the palm-tree*
and the Tatowed inhabitants of the islands of the ocenn and of
the continent of the Antipodest. The contemplation of one
species thus infinitely varied, of one understanding thus modified
with extravagance, of one orgamization AUMINE %0 contrary
appearances, gave me a very complicated sensation, and exeit
in me a thousand thoughts}, I contemplated with astonishment
this gradation of colour, from a bright carnation (o a brown
schrcely bess bright, a dark brown, a meddy brown, bronze, olive,
leaden, copper, as far as 1o the black of cbony and jet. 1 ob-
served the Cassimerean, with his rosecoloured cheek, next in
vicinity to the sun-burst Hindoo; the Georgian standing
the Tartar; and I reflected upon the effect of elimate, hot or col o
of soil mountainows or deep, marshy or dry, wooded or open.
I compared the dwarf of the pole with the giant of the temperate
gome ; the lank Arab with the pot-bellied Hollander : the squat
figure of the Samoiede with the tall and slender form of the
Sclavonian and the Groek ; the greasy and woolly bead of the
Negro with the shining locks of the Dane: the flat-fuced
Calmuck, with his eyes angle-wise to cach other and his nose
crusked, to the oval and swelling visage, the large blue eyes
and the aquiline nose, of the Circassian and the Abassin, l’
contrasted the painted linens of lodia with the workmanlike
cloths of Europe ; the rich furs of Silesia : the yarious clothing
of ravage nations, skins of fishes, platting of reeds, mterweaving
of leaves and feathors, together with the blue stainod figures of
sorpents, sturs, and Howers, with which their skin is varied,
Somectieses the genernl appearance of this multitude reminded
we of the enwnselled mcadows of the Nile and the Eu hrates,
when after raine and inundations, millions of flowers unfold them.
selves on all sides ; and somctimes it resembled, in muersuring

* This speciens © *he palon-tree is called Letawier. Ma beal, simider 1o & fin-
maGl, grows lpou s atalk hegmg directly feom the carth, A specimen may
Bo sces in the botanic garden,

T The country cf the Papons, or New Gaipea,

A Dol of costumas vy cre of the gallerios of 1he Lavsre, would in every
Polut of view be su loterestiog evtabliskouest § it weald (uruish ez admirabie
et 1o ihe corioalts of » geret amber of mwes, exoelieat models 10 the nitmt,
and wseful subjects of meditarson te the physician, the philwaphber, sud the
legidatar. Prilare to yoursell & collection of Ihe various faces aind Sigurvs of
erery country and natws, eahilsting accurately colowr, fewturcs and farm |
w et o Bedd of buventigation and enquiry s to Lo influcnce of climste, masners,
abmenr, &c ! Boanight trwlv be styled the scumcn of sas | Bedou has sttempded
A chagter of thes nature, but it enly serves 1o exhites mre wikiugly eur scteal
igworasce. Sech a collecrsan it is said in begua st Pelensbuegh, bat il is saud
8 the same Lene, to ba as lmperfect an tho vocabeiary of the 300 Mesguagen,
The caterprize would be wortly of the French nation
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sound and busy motion, (e innumerable swaras of grashoppers
which alight in the spring like a cloud upon the plains of Hauran,

Atsight of so many living and percipient animals, I recollocted,
on one side, the immense multitude of thoughts and sensstions
which wore crowded into this space ; and on the other, reflected
on the contest of so many opisions and prejedices, and the
struggle of so many capricious passions ; and | was strack with
astonishment, admiration, and apprehension, When the Jegis-
lators, have enjoined silence, presently fixed my altention on
themselves,

« Inhabitants of the carth, (said they), a free and powerful
nation addresses you in the name of justice and of peace, and
offers. as the sure pledge of its sincerity, its conviction anid ex-
perience.  We were for a loag time tormented with the same
evils ns you; we bave enquired into their origin, and we have
found them to be dcriv-‘-(n?mm violence and injuuiau-. which the
inexperience of past ages established into laws, and the prejudices
of the present geseration have supported and cherished, Then,
abolishing every factious and arbitrary institution, and ascond-
ing to the source of reason and of right, we perceived that there
existed in the order of the universe, and in (he physical constitu-
tion of man, eterna) and immutable laws, which waited oniy his
observance to render him happy. O men of different clinses !
look to the heavens that give you lizht, to the carth that nourishes

ou! Since they present to you all the same gifts; simoe the

ower that directs their motions has bestowed on you the same
life, the same organs, the same wants, has it not also Ziven you
the same right to the wse of its benefits 2 Has it not hereby de-
clared vou all to be equal and free ! What mortal thea shall
dare refso to his fellow creature that which is granted bim by
natare ? O nations ' let as banish all tyranay and discord ; let
us form one socicty, one vast family ; and, since mankind are all
eonstituted alike, let there hemceforth exist but one Jaw, thatof
nature; one code, that of reason ; one throne, that of justice ;
one altar, that of usion.”

They ccased : and the multitude rended the skies with ap-
plause and acclamation ; and in their transports made the earth
resound with the wonrds equality, justice, wuion ! But different
foelings presontly succeeded to this first emotion. The doctars
and chicts of the people exciting in them a spirit of disputation,
there arose & kind of murmur, which, spreading from groupe to
groupe, was converted to uproar, and from wproar into disorder
of the first maguitede. Every nation assumed exclusive pretens
sions, and claimed the preference for its own opinions and code,

“ You are in ervor,” said the partics, pointing to each other;
% we alone are in possession of reason and truth : ours is the
trae law, the genuine rule of justice and right, the sole means

L
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of happiness and perfection : all otber men are cither blind or
rebellione.™  And the agitation beeame extreme,
But the legislators hayin proclaimed silemce : People (eaid
they), by what impalse ol’ passion are you agitated : Where
will thiv quarrel conduet you? What advantage do you expect
from this disension? For ages has the earth been a field of
disputation, and torrents of blood have been shed to decide the
controversy, what profit have You reaped from so many combats
and tears? When the strong has subjected the weak to his
opinion, has he theroby furthered the cause of evidence and
troth? O nations, take counsel of your own wisdom ! If dis-
putes arise botween familics, or individuals, by what mode do
you reconcile them ; do you not appoint arbitrators 2" © yeu
exclaimed the multitade unanissoms ¥ * Treat then the authors
of your present dissensions in a similar manmer. Command
these, who call themselves your instrectors, and whe Impose on
you their creed, to discuss in your presence the argumests oa
which it is founded. Since they appeal to your interests, under-
#tand in what masner your interests aro treated by them. And
you, chiefs and doctors of the people, before you involve them
tn the discordance of your opmions, lot the ressons for and
against these opinions be fuirly discussed. Lot us establish o
solemn controversy, a public investigntion of truth, mot before
the tribunal of a frail individual, or a prejudiced party, but in
presecce of the united informstion and jnterests of mankind ;
and let the natural sense of the whole species be our arhiteator

2nd judge.”

CHAP. XX.

Ixvesricarion or Trurn.

Tux ple baving by shouts expressed their approbation,
the legislators said : “ that we may proceed in this grand work
with order and regularity, leta spacious amphitheatre be formed
in the sand before the altar of umion and peace : bet euch systess
of religion, and each particular sect, ercet its proper and dise
tinguishing standard in points of the circumference: let its
chiefs and its doctors place themselyes round it, and let their
followers be vanged in & right line terminated by the standard,”

‘. The smphithestre being traced out, and order proclaissed, a
prodigions number of standards were instantly raised, similar
o what is seen in & commercial port, when on days of festivity,
the flags of a hundred petions streaoe from a forest of masts, At
vight of this astonishing diversity, 1 addressed myself to the
Genius: 1 scarcely Supposed the earth, said 1, to be divided
iato more than eizht or ten different systoms of religion, and 1
then despaired of conciliation : how ean I mow hope for concord
whea 1 bebiold thousands of difforent parties !~These, hon«
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ever, replied the Genius, are but a part of what exist ; and yet
they would be intolerant,

As the groupes advanced to take their stations, the Genius,
peinting out to me the symbols and attributes of each, thus ex-

lained to me their meaning.

That first groupe, said he, with a green standard, on which
you see displaved a cross, a bandage, and a sabre, is formed of
the followers of the Arabian prophet. To believe in a God
(without knowing what he is) ; to have faith in the words of & man
(without understanding the language in which be speaks); to
teavel into a desert in order to pray to the Deity (nho is every
where); to wash the hands with water (and not abstain from
blood) ; 1o fast all day (and practise intemperance at night) ; to
give alms of theiv own property (and to plunder the property of
| their neighbour) : such are the means of perfoction institzted by
Mahomet, such the signals and characleristios of his true
followers ; and whoever professes not these tenets, is considered
as a reprobate, has the sacred anathema denounced against him,
"1 and heis devoted to the sword. A God of clemeney, the author
of life, has, nccording to them, instituted these kaws of oppres-
sion and murder; has institeted them for the whole universe,
though he has condescended to reveal them bat to one usan : has
established thems from all etermity, though they were made
'y koown by him but yesterday., These kaws are sallicient for all
the purposes of life, and yet a volume is added to thee ; this
volume was to diffuse light, to exhibit evidence, to lead to per-
fection and happiness, and yet, in the very life-time of its pro-
phet, its pages, every where aboundiag with obscure, ambrgu.
ous, and contradictory passages, nteded explanation and com-
mentaries ; and the persons who usndertook to interpret them,
'} varying in opinion, became divided into sects and parties oppo-

' § site and inimical to each other, One maintains that Ali is the
| true smecessor, and another takes the part of Omur and Abou-
1§ bekre.  "This denies the eteraity of the Koran, that the neces-
| sity of ablutions and prayers. ‘I'be Carmite proscribes pilgrime
' | age, and allows the wwe of wine ; the Hakemite preaches the
} | doetrine of transmigration, and thus are there sects to the nume
| | ber of seventystwo, of which you may enumernte the different :
| standards*, In this discordance, cach ascribing the evidence |
L ] exclusively to itself, and stigmatising the rest with beresy and
v | rebellion, bas turned against them its sspguinary zeal, " And
i | this religion, which celebrates a beneficent and merciful God,
1] the common parent of the whole human race, converted into a

— S— -

* The Messalmans ensmecale in common serenty dwo sects ; bt | eead,
* B while ] resided among than, » werk which gave an acceast of wore thae :
eighty, all egaally wse wed tmportant.

AR A
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toreh of discord, and an incentive to war, has never ceased for
twelve hundred years to whelm the earth in blood, and spread
ravage and desolation from one extremity of the ancient hemi-
sphere 1o the other®,

The men you see distinguished by their vast white turbans,
their hanging sleeves and long rosaries, are the Imane, the
Molias, and the Muftis; and not far from them are the Dervises
with & pointed bonnet, and the Santons with their sacred ton-
sure. They utter with vehemence their several confessions of
fuith ; they dispate with cagerness respecting the more or less
important sources of impurity ; the mode of performing ablu-
tions; the attributes and perfections of God : the Chaitan and
the good and evil Genii: death; the resurrection : the interro-

tory which saccreds the tomb; the passage of the perilous

ridge, and its hair-breadth escapes ; the balance of good and
bad works ; the pains of hell, and the joys of paradise,

By the side of these, that still mere numerous groupe, with
standards of a white ground strewed with crosses, consists of
the worshippers of Jesus, Acknowledging the same God as the
Mussulmans, founding their belief on the same books, admitting
like them a first man, who lost the whole buman race by eating
an spple, they yet feel towards them a boly horror ; and from
motives of piety, these two sects reciproeally treat each other as
impions men and blasphemers,  Their chiel point of disscnsion
is, that the Christian, after admitting the unity and indivisibility
of God, proceeds to divide him into three persons, making of
each an entire and complete God, and vet preserviag an identical
whole : he adds, that this Being, who fills the universe, reduced
himself to the stature and form of a man, and assumed material,
perishable, and limited organs, without ceasing to be immaterial,
clernaly and infinite, he Mussulman, on the contrary, not
able to comprehend these mysteries, though he readily conceives
of the eternity of the Kocan, and the mission of the prophet,
treats them as absurdities, and rejects them as the visons of a
dizordered brain. Hence result the most implacable animosities.

Divided among themselves, the Christian sects are not less
numerous than those of the Mussulman religion ; and the quar-
rels that agitate them are by =0 much the more violent, since the
objects for which they contend being inaccessible to the semses,
and of comsequence incapable of demonstration, the opinions of
each sectary can have no other foundation than that of his will

* Read the Watory of [slamvivn by its own westers, aud you will be convisced
that one of the privcipal causes of the wars which have desolated Asia ek
Africa since the dass of Makaomet, has been 1ho apostelionl famaticnm of its
doctrime. Carsar s been supposed 1o have destroyed three millisos of men = it
would be tuteresting 1o reake 2 similar ealoulstion respecting every foander of
& religioss systom.
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or caprice. Thus agreeing that God is an iscomprehensible and
unknown being, they nevertheless dispute respecting his essonce,
his mode of acting, and his attributes. Agreeing that his sup-
posed transformation into man, i &n enizma above the human
anderstanding, they still dispute respecting the eonfusion or the
distinction of two wills and teo untures, the chunge of sab-
stance, the real or fictitious presence, the mode of incarnation,
Ke. &, Heace innumcrable sects, of which two or three hune
dred bave already perished, and three or four husdred others
#till exist, and are represeated by that multitude of colours in
which your sight is bewildered. The first in order, surrounded
by a groupe absard and discordant in their attire, red, purple,
black, white, and speckled. with beads wholly or partially shaved,
or with their huir short, with red caps, square caps, here with
mitres, there with beards, is the standard of the Roman pontiff,
whe, spplying to the priesthood the pre-ominence of his city in
the civil order, has erocted his supremacy into a point of religion,
and made of his pride an urticle of faith.

At the right, you see the Greek Pontiff, who, proud of the
rivalship set up by his metropolis, opposes equal pretensions, and
sapports them against the Western chure s, by the superior an.
tiquity of that of the East. At the lef), are the standards of two
recent chiols®, who, throwing off a yoke that was become tyran.
mical, have, in their reform, erccted alftars aguinst nltars, and
gained half Europe from the Pope. Behind thewm are the inferior
secis into which these grand parties are again subdivided, the
Nestorians, the Eutycheans, the Jacobites, the Iconoclasts, the
Assbaptists, the Preshytorinns, the Wiclifites, the Osiandrins,
the Manicheans, the Pietists, the Adamites, the Enthusissts, the
Quakers, the Weepers, together with a husdred others +: all of
distinet parties, of a persecuting spirit when strong, tolerant whea
weak, hating each other in the nawe of a God of peace, forming
to themselves an exclusive paradise ina religion of universal
charity, each dooming the rest, in snother wor , to endless tor-
meats, and realizing here the imaginary bell of faturity.

Next to this groupe, observing = »ingfe standard of a hyacinth
colour, round which were gathered men in all the various dresses
of Europe and Asin: Here, waid | to the Genius, we shall at
Jeast find wnasimity.—At fiest sight, replied he, and from an
incidental and temporary circomstanee this would seem to be the
case: but do you net know what system of wmﬁr itis i="Then

perceiving in Hebrew letters the monogram of God, and brasches

-—

) * Lother md Calvia.

T Commlt upon this subject Dictioanaire der Hervsies per Labde Plugwet, 'n
two velutes, Svo ) & work sdwirabdy caleulated to baspire the mind with
philosopliy, is the sease that the [ace mians taoghs thele children tompes
fauce, by sbewiug to them the drunkes |lclictes

RN N_—_————
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of the palm-tree in the bands of the Rabbins: Are not these,
said 1, the children of Moses, dispersed over the earth, and who,
holding every mation in abhorrence, have been themselves uni-
versally despised and persecuted 1= Yes, replied the Genius, and
it is for this very reason that, having neither time nor Iibertmo
dispute, they have preserved the appearance of unanimity. But
in their re-union, no soonee shall they compare their principles,
and reason upon their opinions, than they will be divided, as fore
merly, at least into two principal sects®, one of which, taki
advantage of the silence of their legislator, and confining itself
to the literal sense of his books, will deny every dogma not there-
in clearly understood, and of comsequence will reject, as inven-
tions, the immortality of the soul, its transmigration into an
abode of bappiness or seat of pain, its resurrection, the last
judgment, the existence of anzels, the revolt of & fallen spirit,
and the poetical system of a world to come: and this favosred

e, whose perfection consists in the eutting off a morsel of
their flesh, this atom of people, that, in the ocean of mankind,
is but asa small wave, and that pretends that the whole was made
for them alone, will farther rnrncc by one half, 18 consequence
of their schism, their already trivial weight in balance of the.
univorse,

The Genius then directed my attention to another groupe, the
individuals of which were clothed in white robes, had a veil
con coing the mouth, and were ranged round a standard of the
eolour of the clouds gilded by the rising sun.  On this standard
was puinted a globe, one hemisphere of which was black and the
other white, The fate of these disciples of Zoroaster +, con-
tinued he, this obscure remnant of a people once so powerful,
will be similae to that of the Jews. Dispersed as they are at
preseat among other nations, and persecuted by all, they receive
without discussion the precepts that are taught them ; but sosoon
as their Mobed and their Destours § shall be restored to their
full prerogatives, the controversy will be revived respecting the
good and the bad principle, the combats of Ormez, God of hight,
and Abrimanes, God of darkness; the literal or allegorical senses
of these combats; the good and evil Genii; the worship of fire
und the elements ; pollution and purification ; the resurrection
of the body, or the soul, or both | : the removation of the pro-

* The Saddocers sl 1 ha Pharsces

$ They are the Pares, better ksow s by 1he opyevlvicus name of Gasres of
;‘-‘MM ssother word for infidels.  The same of their pope or Bigh praestis

3 Their Destosra; thal in to sy, 1heie priesis,  Soe, respecting the rites of
I eedigon, Neery Lacd Hyde, and the Zewdavesta.  Their costuma o & rote
with » belt of four knots, and & vedl aver the mosth for fear of polluling the
fre with thair bresth,

} The Zoroaatrisey are diyided between two oplaions, ope party belevieg
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sent world, or the production of & new which is to sueceed it,
The Parses will ever divide themselves into sects, by so mach
the more numerous s+ their families shall have coatracted dif
ferent manners or opinions during their dispersion,

Next to these are standards, which exhibst upon a blue ground
monstrous figures of human bodies, double, triple, or quadru le,
with the heads of lions, boars, and elephants, and tails of (1
tortoises, &e. These are the standards of the Indian sects, who
find their Gods amidst the animal creation, and the souls of their
kindred in reptiles and imsects, These men anxiously lurron
hospitals for the reception of hawks, serpents, and rats, and look
with horror upon their brethren of mankiad ! They parifly them-
selyes with the dang and urine of a cow, and consider themselves
as polluted by the touch of a herotic! They wear u net over
thesr mouths, {ea by sccident & fiy should get down their throat,
wid they should thus interrupt the progress of a purified spirit
in its purgatory; but with all this bumanity in sointelligible

- cases, they think themselves oblized to let a aria * perish with

hunger rather than relieve him ! They worship the same Gods,
but inlist themselves uader hostile standards.

This first standard, separuted from the rest,and on which you
see represented a Sgure with four heads, is the standard of Brama,
wheo, though the Creator of the universe, has neither followers
nor temples, and who, reduced to serve as & pedestal to the
Lingam *, receives no other mark of attention than a litthe water
sprinkled every morning over his shoulder by the Brawin, and &
barren soag in his praise,

The second standard, on which you see painted a kite, hie
body searlet and bis head white, is that of the Vichemon, whe,
though the prescrver of the universe, has passed a part of his
life in malevolent actions, Sometimes you see him under the
hideoas forms of a boar and lion, tearing the entrails of man-
kind ; sometimes usder that of a horsel, soon to appear upon
the face of the earth, with & sabre in his hand, to Seslrn_\' the
present inhabitants of the world, to darken the stars, to drive
the planets from their spherves, to shake the whole carth, and
1hat both soal and Lody will rise 3 the athier, thit it will be the soul caly. The
Clirstisss sad Mabometsas have embosced the most solid of the two.

* Avcardisg to the syvem of the Mctengayobons, 3 soul to vederyo purif -
oathon, passes into the body of soome sect of Maanal, It s of impectance nct
10 dutart Ihis peroscr, s The work most, in that coae, bagin sfreshs. o Parig.
This s the same of & cast or tril% repated suciean, becauw 1hey sat of what
bas enjoved life

t Brumeeredeced to serve ar & podestel to the Lisgham. See Sownerat,
Voyeor anx [nder, Vol. L

3 Ihese 31w the incarnstions of Vichenow, or metamsrplioses of the oo, §le
e to come at the end of the world, that s, a1 the expirtion of the giet
peniod, iuthe form of & borw, hike the four barses of 1% 2 pacalppee.
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to oblige the mighty serpent to vomit o flause which shall cone
sume the globe,

The third standard is that of Chiven, the destroyer of all
things, the God of desolation, and who severthebess has for his
emblem the instrument of production ; he is the most detestable
of the three, and be bas the greatest number of fullowers.
Proud of his attribute and character, llisrutium in their devo-
tions* express overy sort of contempt for the other Gods, his
equals and his brothers, and imitating the inconsistency that
characterises him, they profess modesty and chastity, and at the
same time publicly erown with flowers, and bathe with milk and
boney, the obecene image of the Lingam.

Behind them eame the less maguificent stundards of & multi-
tude of Gods, male, female, and hermaphrodite, related to and
conneeted with the three principal, who pass their lives in ine
testine war, and are in this respect iuilnlvd[;:' their worshippers.
These Gods have nced of nothing, and receive offerings without
ecazing.  Their uttributes are omnipotence and ubiquity, and a
Bramin with some petty charm imprisoss them in an image, or
in & pitcher, and retails their favours according to his will and
pleasure,

At a still greater distance you will observe a multitude of
other standurds, which upon a Yellow ground, eommeon to them
all, have differcnt emblems figured, and are the standards of one
God, who, under various names, is scknowledged by the nations
of the East. The Chinese worship bim under the name of Fot $:
the Japanese denominate him Budio ; the inhabitants of Cevlon,
eddhox ; the people of Lacs, Chekia @ the Peguan, Phta » the
Siamese, Sommona-Kodom ; the people of Thibet, Bodd and
La; all of them agree as to most points of his history : they
celebrate his penitence, his sufferings, his fasts, his fonetions of
eediator and expiator, the enmity of another God his sdhrersary,
the combats of that adversary and his defeat : but they disagree
respecting the menns of recommending themeelves to his favour,
respecting rites and eeremonies, respecting the dogmas of their

* When u sectary of Chivew hears the same of Vichenos peoanzaced, be
Moge bis cars, Bors, and paribes himmel

e originel v of this God b Jiaite, which in Hebrew siprilionas e
The Anis proacusce it Basdh, givieg to the dh aa emphatic socud which
rakes M wygevach to A2, Rewgpdor, an accurate traveller, writes #t Bwin,
Which mast be proncanced Hewds, whence i derived the name of Badsoist
wod of Tlowae, applied 10 the priosts  Clemicat of Alexandtis, i his Stromats
Yoriten it fiedow, o o is Prossusced abho hy the Chisgulais ; asd St Jerowe,
Livwdda and Navtte. At Thibet they oo/t it Budd + il hevee the vvime of the
wanbry ilcd Bowdiea, sud Tibudd - it was in this prrovince thal this system
of rehigion was fint iecshvatel o Uppor Astay Le s n veeruplion of Allel,
the nzme of God i the Syriae language, from which many of 1the Estern
Gualccts appenr to be dirived, The Chinese baving reither b ose 4, hure
sopplicd their place by £ aud 1, and bave therefore said Foor,
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interior and their public doctrine. Thus the Japancse Bonze, in a
yellow robe, and with his head uscovered, preaches the eternity
of souls and their successive transmigration into ditferont bodies :
while his rival, the Sintoist, denies that the soul can exist ine
dependantly of the senses®, and seaintains that it is the mere
rosult of the orgunization with which it is conmected, and with
which it perishes, us sound of & flute is aonililated when
you break it in peaces, Near him the Siamese, with shayved
evesbrows, and with the Talipat sereen in his handt, recommends
alms-giving, parifications and offeriugs, at the very time that he
believes in bliod wecessity and immutable fate.  The Chinese
Ho-Chang scrifices to the souls of his ancestors, while bhis
peighbour the follower of Confacius, pretends to discover his
future destiny by the tossing of counters and the conjunction of
the starsf. Observe this infant attended by & nemerous erowd
of priests with yellow garments and bonnets: he is the grund
Lama, and the God of Thibet h1s just become inearnate in his
personf.  He however has a rival on the banks of the Baikal
por is the Calmuc Tartar in this respect any way belind the
Tartar of La-sa, They are agreed in this important doetrine,
that God can become inearnate ouly in 8 human body, and
scorn the stupidity of the Indian, who looks down with revercoee
upoa cow-dung, though they themselves preserye with no less
awe the excrements of their pontiffy,

As these standards passed, an innemerable crowd of others
presented themselies to our eyes, and the Geaius exclaimed ;

-~

* Sce in Kemgder the dactrine of the Sivteists, which is 2 mixtare of (hat of
Egicarus axd of the Stoics. *

It 2 eaf of the Latanier, species of the palartree.  Hemece the Boo e of
!iun[ Eake the appeiiction of Talapein. The use of this screen be an cxchusive
‘privilege.

I The sectaries of Confucius are no less addicted to astrology than the
Bonzes. Itis, indeed, the malady of every eastern natian,

L The Grand Lama. The Delai. La-2e, on bamene bigh priests of Ls, in
the same ‘:mn whem we fled mestioned in our oid books of 1ravels, by the
tame of Prester Jobn, from » cormiplicn of the Porsian word Djckew, which
sigeilies the world, to which has been prefixed the French wond peestee o
peetre, priest, Thes the priet werld and the Gof werfd are in the Perurn
Weom the wame,

§ lu & recent expedition, the Paglish have Sagnd certain sdols of the Lamae
flled ic the dside with sacred pastils from the closestonl of the Sigh pries.
Mr. Hastings, snd Coloael I'sliler, who i now st Lacwaune, are living
Wilarauee of this fact, sad usdoabtedly worthy of credit, It will be very
extrsordisary 10 observe, that this disgusticg veremouy b conserted wigh 3
rh‘«md phibssopdical sxstem, 1o wit, that of the toetrmpmychosse, admeied

" the Lamas. When the Tarters swallow these siorcd reties, wiesh they
are socestomed 10 do, they Imitate the dawsof the Mintverse, e goarts of which
are incewantly alwoctwd aid pass inte the substain« «f esch other. {1 o sgon
:-:: MU.' o he sorpeat who dovouns his 136, sed this serpent s Hudd and
war
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1 should mever come to a conelusion, were I to detail to you afl
the different systems of helief which divide these nations. Here
the Tartar Hordes adore, under the figure of unimals, inseets,
and birds, the good and the evil Genii, who, under a principal
but indolent divimity, govern the wmiverse, by their idolatry,
giving us wn image of the ancient paganien of the western world.
You see the strange dress of their Chamans, a robe of leather
fringed with little bells and rattles, embroidered with idols of
iron, ¢laws of birds, skins of serpents, and heads of owls = they
are agitated with artificial convilsions, and with magical cries
evoke the dead to deceive the living, I this place you behold
the sooty inhabitants of Afriea, who, while they woeship their
Fetiches, entertain the same opinioss, The inhabitant of Juida
adores God under the figure of an enormous serpent, which for
their misfortune the swine roward as & delicious morsel®. The
Telutean dresses the figure of his God in & variety of gaudy
colours, like a Russian soldier; and the Kamchadale, finding
that every thing goes on ill in this world, and under his climate
represents God to himself under the figure of an ill-natared
arbitrary old man#, smoking his pipe and sitting in his troiscos
emploved in the hunting of foxes and martins. In fine, there
are » hundred other savage nations, who, entertaining none of
these ideas of civilized countries respecting God, the soul, and
a future slate, exercise no species of worship, and yet are no
Joss favoured with the gifts of natare, in the irreligion to which
nature bas destined them.

CHAP. XXL
Pronrrx or Reticiovs CoNTRADICTIONS,

Tur different groupes having taken their stations, and pro-
found silence succeeding to the confused uproar of the multitude,
the legislators said : “ Chiefs amd doctors of the people! you
Lnrcfive how the various mations of mankind, liviag apart, have

itherto persued different paths, each believing its own to be

* It feequently happens, 1hat the swine deveur the very species of serpenta
which the negroes sdore, which i & sowrce of great desslaticn in the country.
Peosident B¢ [rosses han given us in Ms hivtecy of the Fetiche, 3 curom
collectsnn of abmarddios of this nature, The Telewican dreiws, $e. The
Tettenss, & Tartir waticn, paint God s weanag & vesture of ali colontey,
paati wlanly red sud green ; and s these comtitate the uedsarm of 1he Rusisn
dregeoms, thes compare bim 10 this descriptson of soldiers, Toe Egyptinrs
sho deess the God World in & garment of overy colour. Ewebius Prap.
Eveng. g 115, 1. 5. The Telewteans call God Bow, which is oaly a0 alterstion
of Bondil, the Ced Egx med World,

t The Kamchadale represents God woder the figwre of wn ill-matured esd
arbitrw y oid mas.  Comull ppen this sabjoct 3 week entitied, Dascriptoon dpr
Pespies sowmiz a la Rvare, and it will b fourd that the pictere s nod ever:

harged
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that of trath. If treth, however, is one, and your opinions are
oppesite, it is manifest that some of you must be i error : and
since s0 many mes deceive themselves, what individual shall
dare sav, I am not mistaken? Begin, theo, by being indulgent
ro-prrn'ug your disputes and disscosions.  Let us all seek truth,
as if none of ws had possession of it. The opinions which to
this day have gov unls the carth, produced by chance, dis-
seminated in obscurity, admitted without discussion, credited
from a love of novelty and imitation, have in & manner clundes-
tinely wsarped their emxiw. It is tine, if they are founded in
reality, to give them the solema stamp of cerlainty, and to
legitimate their existence, Lot us this day cite them 1o & com-
mon and general examination ; lot ench make known his ereed :
let the united seembly be the judge, and let us acknowledge that
to be the only true one, which i proper for the whole haman
race,”

Then, in order of position, the first standard at the left being
desired 1o speak : “There can bo no doubt,” said they, * that
ours is the ouly true and infallible doctrine.  In the Grst place,
it is revealed by God himsell."”

“ 8o also s ours,” exclaimed all the other standards, ““and
there ean be no room for doube,”

“ But it is at Jeast necessary to explain it,” said tho legis.
lators, * for it is impossible for us to believe any thing of which
wo are ignorant.”

& Qur doctrine,” resused the first dtandard, is proved by nu-
werous facts, by a erowd of miracles, by resurrections from the
dead, by torrents suddenly dried up, mountains removed from
their situations, &e. &e.” :

“ Wealso,” cried the rest, “are in possession of miracles with.
out number ;" and each begun to recite the mast incredible things,

“ Their miraches," replied the first standard, “are imaginary,
ot the prestiges of the evil spirit who has deleded them.™

To this it was answered by the others: © They are yours, on
the contrary, that are imaginary ;"' and each speaking of himsel,
;t%&'dz “Ours are the only true ones, all other miraclos are

. ".‘.

l:e:l.“ you living witaesses of their trath i the legislators
asked.

“ No," they usiversally answered : *“ they are aneient facts,
of which the witnesses are dead, but these fucts are recorded.”

“ Be it s0," licd the legislators: “ but as they contradict
each other, who shall reconcile then 3"

“ Jast arbiters " coved one of the standards, “ as a proof that
eur witvesses have seen the truth, they died tn confiimation of
#; and our creed is sealed with the blood of martyrs.”

* So also is ours,” exclaimod the rest: * we have thousands
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of martyrs, who have died in the mest agzemizing tortares, with-
out in a single “stance abjuring the trath.” A:g the Chrastinns
of every seet, the Mussulmans, the Indians, the Japanese, re-
cownted »udioss begends of confessors, martyrs, penitents, &e,

One o these parties baving denicd the martyrology of the
others < “* We ars ready," cried they, “ (o dic ourselves to prove
the infallibility of our ecreed.”

Imctantly a erowd of men of every sect and of every religion,
presented themselves to endure whatever torsents might be ine
flicted on them ; and nusmbers of them began to tear their arms,
and to beat their head and their breasty without discovering any
symptom of pain, f

But the legislators putting a stop to this violence: “ O men!™
siid they to them, * hear with composnre the words we address
to you, Ifyou die to prove that two ard two make four, will
this fruth guin additional confirmation by your death "

*“ No," was the general apswer.

“If you die to prove they are five, will this make them fve 3™

* No," they again replied.

* What, then, does your persuasion prove, since it makes no
wlteration in the existence of things. Truth is one ; your opi-
fions are various: many of you must therefore be mistaken.
And since man, as is evident, can persuade himsell’ of error, how
€n his persmasion be regarded as the demonstration of evidence »
Snce error has its martyrs, what is the signet of trath 7 Since
the evil spirit works miracles, what is the distinguishing chnrae-
feristic of the Divinity ¢ Bemde, why this uniforss resort to ine
eomplete and insufficient mirneles ? “’hy not rather, instead of
these violations of natere, change the opintons of ratiomal beings ?
Why murder and terrify men, instead of enlightening and ia-
Atructing them ?

* O eredulous mortals, and obstinate in your credality ! as we
are noae of us certain of what passed yesterday, of what is pass
ing this very day before our eyes, how can we swear to the truth
of what happened two thousand years ago? Weak, and at the
same time proud beings! the laws of nature are immutzble and
profoind, our wnderstandings full of illusion and frivolity, and
yet we would decide wpon and comprehend every thing. tin
veality it is casier for the whole human race to fall into error,
tham am atom of the universe to change its nature,”

“ Well then,” said one of the doctors, * let us leave the evi-
dence of facts, since such evidenes w equivoeal, ned let us attend
fo the proofs of reason, and the intrinsic merit of the doctrine
el

An Tman of the law of Mahomet, with a look of confdence,
them advanced in the sand, and having turned himself towards
Bfoces, nod uttered with emphasis his confession of faith =  Let
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God be praised ! said he, in & grave and anthoritutive voice 3
% the light shines in all s splendoar, and the truth has no need
of examination.” Then exhibiting the Koran: “ Behold the
lght and the trath in their genuine colours! In this book eve
doubt is removed, it will conduct the blind man safely, who sha
receive without diseussion the divine word, given to the prophet
to save the simple and confound the wise. God hath appointed
Mahomet to be his minister upon earth ; be has delivered up the
world to M, that he might subdue by bis sword such as rofuse
to believe in his Jaw. Iafidels dispute his authority, and resist
the trath : their obduruey proceeds from God, who has hardened
their hearts that be might inflict upon them the most dreadful
chastisoments®,"”

Here & violent murmur from all sides interrupted the Iman,
“ What man is this,” cried every groupe, * who thus gratuit-
ously commits outeage 7 By what right Joﬂ he pretend, as con-
-(Lm'ror and tyrust, to impose his ereed on mankind? Has not

sod ereated us as well 25 him with eyes, understanding, and rea-
son 7 Have we not an equal right to make use of them in deter-
mining what we ought to reject, and what to believe ? If he
bave the right to sttack, have not we the right to defend our-
selves 7 16 he be content to believe without examination, are we
therefore not to employ our resson in the choice of our creed ?

“And what s this splendid doctrine which fears the light ?
What this apastle of a God of ¢demency who preaches only car-
nage and murder? What this God of justice who punmishes a
blindness which himself has eaused ? If violence and persecution
are the arguments of truth, mildoess and charity must then be
the indicos of falschood 1™

A man advancing from the sext groupe, then said to the Iman:
“ Admitting that Mahomet is the apostle of the better doctrine,
the prophet of the trae religion, condescend to tell us, in"pt'llc-
tising this doetrine, whom we are to follow, his son-in-law ‘Ali
or his vicars Omar and Aboubekret ;"

Al the meation of these names a terrible schism arose among
the Mussulmans. The partisans of QOuar and of Ali treating
each other as heretics and blaspbemers, were equally Bavish of
execrations, The dispute even became so violent, that it was
neecsary for the nciglgbouring groupes to interpose (o prevens
their coming to Mows, \
Somse dogree of tranquillity being at Jength restored, the legisla-

—

* This pasmage contales the seose and nestly the very woeds of the first
chapter of the Koran; asd the reader will observe ba graerad, that! in the
prctures that follew, the writer has endeaveured 10 pive as nccurately s posaible
the letiee and apirit of 1he openion of esch party.

FThese sre the two grand partses inte which the Musolnans are divided,
The Turks Lave embraced the secosd, tz Persiam the Gt

e
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torssaidtothe Imans: “You soe what are theconsequences which
result from your principles! were they carried into practice, you
would by your emmity destroy each other till not an isdividual
would ressain : and is it not the first Jaw of God, that man should
live " Then addressing themselves to the other groapes :  this

irit of intolerance and exclusion,” said they, * is doubtless

ocking to every idea of justice, and destrovs the whole basis
of morals and society : sball we not, however, before we entirely
reject this code, agree to hear some of its dogmas recited, that
we may not decide from forms only, without baving investigated
the religion itself’?"

The groupes having consented to the propesal, the Tman be-
gan to explain to thesa how God, who before time had spoken to
the nations sunk in idolatry by twenty-four thousand prophets,
had at length sent the last, the extract asd perfection of all the
rest, Mahomet, in whom was vosted the salvation of peace: he
informed them that to prevent the word of truth from being an
more perverted by infidels, the Divine clemency had written wit
its own Bugers the chapters of the Koran; and that the Koran,
by virtue of its character of the word of God, was, like its au-
thor, uncreated and etersal, He ed to explain to them
the dogmas of Islamism ; that this book had been transmitted
from heaven leal by leaf in twenty-four thousand miraculous
visions of the angel Gabeiel; that the angel announced his ap-
proach by a small still knocking, which threw the propbet into a
cold sweat; that Mabomet had in one night traversed ninoly
heavens, mounted upon the animal ealled Borak, one-balf woman
and onc-half borse ; that being endowed with the gift of mjracles,
be walked in the sunshine unattended by a shadow, caused with
a single word trees already withered Yo resume their verdure,
filled the wells and the cisterns with water, and cut in two equal

ts the body of the moon: that, authorized by a commission
rom heaven, he had propazsted, sword in hand, a roligion the
maost worthy of God for its sublimity, the most suitable to man
for the simplicity of its injunctions, consisting indeed only of
eight or ten principal doctrines, such as the unity of God ; the
authority of Mahomet the oaly prophet of God ; our duty to
pray five times in a day; to fast one month in the Year: to res
pair to Mecca once at least in our lives; to pay the tenth of all
that we possess ; to drink neo wine, to eat no pork, and to make
war upon the infidels® ; wpon which conditions every Mussulman,
being himself an apostle and a martyr, should enjoy in this life
a thousand blessings, and in the world to come, after & solemn

—— — -

* Whatever the advocates for the philssophy and civilization of the Turke
may aseeif, 1o make war upoa ssfldeds is cansidernd by them 33 a0 oudigatary
procept, and au actof religion. Sce Jeland de Relig. Mokaw,
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trial, his soul being weighed in the balance of good works, kis
absolgtion pronounced by the two black angels, and his progress
performed over the bridge that crosses the infernal pit, as narrow
as a hair and a» Keen as a razor, should be received in the seat
of delights, bathed in rivers of milk and honey, embalmed in
the perfames of India and Arabia, and live an usisterrupted
commeree with those chaste females, the celestial Houris, who
present & perpotually resewed virginity to the elect, who pre-
serve & perpetual vigour.

An involuntary smile was visible in the countenance of every
one at this relation ; and the various groupes, TEARONing upon
these articles of belief, unanimously said : “Is it possible for
reasonable beings to have faith in such reveries # Might one
not suppose that a chapter bad just been read to us from the
Thousand and One Nights ¥"

A Samoiede advancing in the sand then said : “ The paradise
of Mahomet is in my opinion excelleat: but ope of the means
of obtaining it puzzies me extressely. If, as this pmrhe( or-
daiss, it is necessary 1o abstain from meat and drink between
the rising and setting of the sun, how i our own country is such
a fast practicable, where the sun continues above the horizon
for six months together "

To vindicate the honour of their propdet, the Mussulman
doctors denied the possibility of this ; buta undred peoplo bear-
ing testimony to the fact, the infallibility of Mahomet sustained
a violent shock,

It is singular,” said & European, * that God should cos-
tineally bave revealed what was going on in beaven, without
ever having informed us of what passes wpon carth,”

“ Their pilgrimage,” said ap American, * is Lo me an insuper-
able dificuity. For let us suppose a generation to be twenty-
five years, and the pumber of males existing on the globe to be
2 hundred millions : in this cise, each being obliged to travel
to Mecca once during his life, there would be annually engaged
in the pilgrimage four millions of men ; and a8 it would be im-
practicable for them to return in the sasse year, the number
would be doubled, or, in other words, would amount to eight
millions, Where are Provisimu, accommodation, water, and
vessols 1o be found for this universal procession ? What nameross
miracles would it not be necessary to work "

#The proof,” said a Catholic Divine, *that the religion of
Mahomet is not a vevealed religion, is, that the majority of
ideas upon which it is founded exwsted for a long time before it,
and that it is nothing more than a confused mixture formed ont
of the traths of our holy religion and that of the Jews, whichan
ambitions man has made to serve his projects of domanion, and
his worldly views. Turn over the pages of his book : you will
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l sec litl!o else than the histories of the Old and New Testament

travestied into the maost absurd tales, and the rest o tissue of
vague and contradictory declamation, and ridiculous or danger.
Ous precepts.  Analyze the spirit of these precopts;, and the
couduct of their apestle : you will find a sebtle and darin
character, which to arrive at its end, works it is true, with ads-
mirable skill upon the passions of these whom it wishes to govern,
It addrosses itself to simple and cradulous wen, and it tells them
of prodigies ; they are ignorant and Jealous, and it fatters theie
vanity by despising science : they are poor and rapacious, and
it excites their :vkrity by the hope of plusder ; having nothi
0t first to give them on carth, it creates treasures in heaven; it
wakes them long for death, as the supreme blessing ; the
dastardly it threatens with hell ; 10 the brave it promises
paradise ; the weak it strengtheans by the prisciple of fatality ; in
short, it produces the attachesent it requires, by every allure-
mnent of the senses, and the fascination of all the passions,
“How different is the charscter of the Christian doctrine !
! nod kow much does its empire, established on the wreek of every
hatural inclinatios and the extinction of all the ssions, prove
its celestial origin! How forcibly does its mi!dang:om ssionate
morality attest its emanation from the Divinity ! 3 any of its
dogumas, it is true, are boyond the reach of haman understand.
ing, and impose On reasom & respectful sitence ; but this very
circumsstance the more fully conﬁvr:o its revelation, since tha
facuities of men could pever have invented swch sublime niysles
res”  Then, with the Bible in one band, and the Four
Evangelists in the other, the doctor began to relate that in the
beginuing, God (after having passed an eturnity without doing
any thiug) comeeived at Jength the design (without apparent
motive) of forming the woeld out of mothing : that having in
six days ereated the whole universe, he fousd Mmq-lftirwfon
the seventh: that baviug placed the first pair of human beings
in a delightfu] garden to make them completely happy, he '
nevertheless forbade thems to tuste of the fruit of one teoe which
he planted within thejr reach : that these first parents having
yieldod to tem Cation, all their race (2% vet unborn,) were con-
demued 1o suffer the penalty of a fault which they had no share
in committing r that after permitting the human species to dumn
themselves for four or fiye thousand years, this God of com
sion ordored his well-beloved sou, engendered without » molm
and of the same age as himeelf, to descend upon carth in order
to be put to death, and this for the salvation of mankind, the
majority of whom bave neyertheless continued in the road to
sio and dassnation ; that to remody this inconvenionce, lbjs(iod,
8o son of a wossan, who was stonce a mother and a virgin, after
aviag died and risen aguin, commences & new existemee every
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day, and under the form of a morsel of dough is multiplied a
thouwsand-fold at the pleasure of the basest of mankind, Having
explained these dogmas, be was going on to treat of the doctrine
of the Sacruments, of absolution and anathems, of the means
of purifying men frow crimes of every sort with a drop of water
and the muttering half & dozen words: bat he had no sooner

onousced the nasmes of indulgence, papal prerogative, suf-
icient grace, and offectual grace, thaa he was interrupted by a
thousand voices at onee, It is o horrid corruption, cried the
Lutherans, to pretend to sell for money the pardon of sin ; it is
coatrary to the scnse of the gospel, said the Calviobsts, to talk
of the real prescoce in the Saernment, The Pope, exclaimed
the Junsenists, has no power 1o decide upoa zny thing without
a council, Thirly seets at once mutaslly sccused cach other of
beresy and blasphemy, and (heir voices wese so confused that it
was no longer yoaible to distinguish a word they uitered.

Afler some time, silence being at fongth restored, the Mussul.
mans said to the legislators: “Since you have rejected our
doctrise as contaising things incredible, can you posgibly admid
that of the Christians, which is still more contrary (o justice and
common sense ! An immaterial and infinite God to trausform
himself into a man! To have u som as od as bimself! This
God-man to become bread, which is eates and undergoes diges-

Jtion! What absurdities have we equal to these 2 Is ot to these
men belong the exclusive right of exncting & blind obedicnee 2
And will yoa accord to them priviloges of faith, to our dotri-
ment,”

Some savage tribes them advanced : « What," said they, 1
“becamse & man and & woman ate an apple six thousand vears |
ngo, is the wholo human race to be involved in dammation ? |
And do you call God just ¢ What tyrant ever made the children §
respansible for the sins of their fathers? low can one man jrrid
moswer for the actions of another? Would not this be over-/ T
throwing every pris iple of equity wad reason 3" "

“ Where,” exclaimsed others, * are the winesses and proofs
of all these pretended facts? It s impossible to roceive them

(without evidence. The most trival action is & court of judica-
tere roquires two witiesses, dnd are we to believe all this upon

v mere tradition and hearsay "

A Jewish Rabbin then addressing the sssembly, said; ¢ For
the gemeral facts we are indeed sureties : but s to the form and
application of those facts, the case is different, and the Cheistians
are bore condesaned out of their own msouth. They cannot deny
that we are the stoek from which they are descended, the trunk
upon which they have been grafled; from whence it follows, by
an inevitable dilemaa, that eithes our law 8 from God, and
fhen theirs is o beresy, sincs it diffees from ouss ; or our law is
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not from God, and then whatever proves its fulsebood is destrae-
tive of theirs."

** But there isa proper line of distinction,” said the Christian,
“1o which it is necossary to attend. Your law is of God as
typical and proparative, not as final and absolute ; you are but
the image of which we are the reality."”

* We ure not ignorant,” replied the Rabbin, * that such are
Your pretensions ; bat thoy are perfectly suppositions and false,

 our system rosts entirely on mystical®, visonary, and all
rieal interpretations.  You porvert the letter of our books, substi-
tute continually for the trme sense of a passage the most chimeri-
cal ideas, and find in them whatever is agreeable to your faney,
just as A rovieg imagination discovers figures in the clonds.
‘ou have thus imagined a spiritual Messiah, where our prophets
#peak only of a politieal tiug. You have iaterpreted into a
} redemption of the human race, what refers solely to the re-
estublishment of our nation, Your pretended conception of the
virgin is derived from a phrase which you have wpested from its
tree meaning. Youconstrue every thing as you please. You even
find in eur books your doctrine of the Trinity, though they con-
taie not the most indirect allusion to it, and though the idea was
} an invention of profune nations, and admitted into your code,
: together with & multitude of other opinions of every uunhi‘iand
sect of which it is composed, during the chaos and anarchy of
3 the three frst ages,"
|

At these words, transported with indignation, and crying out
saerilege! blasphemy ! the Christian dostors were disposed to
lay violent hands wpon the Jew : and a motley growpe of monks,
some in black, some in white, advancing with a standard oa
which péucers, a gridiron, and o faseral pile, and (he words, fus-
tice, charity, and mercy, were paintedt, exclaimed : It is %‘ro-
per to make an examwple of this impious heretic, and to bars him
alive for the glory of God!" And already they had pictared
to their imaginations the seene of torture, when the Mussulmans
i o tone of iromy said to them : * Such is the religion of peace,
whose humble and homane spirit you huve so Joadly vaunted !
Sach that evangelical charity which combats incredulity with ne
other weapon than milduess, and opposes only patience to in-
Juaries! Hypocrites, it is thus you deceive nations! It is in this

* Whea wo read the Sibhors of 1the chierch, and see vpon what srgaments
they bvve Built the edifice of religion, we arr inexpresibily sstonished with
Wele credubes, or their Kmavery ; bul allegory was the rage of 1hat persod :
e Pagaas emgiored it 0o exginin the sctroas of their Gads, ssd the Chris-
B mctod 55 the saaie spinit when they employed it afller their faslion

¥ Chindencription anwwers exactly 1o the «cloars of the laquisition of Spasish
Jocebivas ndis a proof of what has leen before olmerved, that the wrilce has
cudoarousca (o give @ Jost plotere of each party.

N,
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gsanser you have propagated your destruclive errors! When
weak, you bave preache liberty, toleration, and peace ; when
power has been in your bands, you have practised violence and

rsecution M —And they were begining to recite the wars and
saurders of Christianity, whes the legislators, demanding silence,
assuaged for a while the discord.

@ It is not, * replied the monks in a towe of affected mildness
and humility, © ourselves that we would avenge, we are desirous
only of defending the cause and glory of God."”

“ And what rnght have you," said the Imams, to coostitute
voursolves his representatives more thas we ! Have you privie
leges that we are wot favoured with? Are you beings of a dif-
feremt wature from us "™

“ T'o take upon ourselves to defend God, is to insult his wis.
dom and power,” said another groupe. * Does he not know
better than mortals what is becoming his dignity 2

# Certainly,” rejoined the monks ; “but his ways are secret.”

“ You, however,” said the Rabbins, “ will always find the
difficulty imsuperable of provieg that you enjoy the exclasive
privilege of comprehending them.” And the Jews, rﬂmd of
finding their cause supported, fondly pleased themselves with
the idea that their books would be tiumphant ; when the Mobed*
of the Parses begged leave to speak.

“ We have heard.” said he to the legislators, * the account
of the Jows and Christians respecting the origin of the world,
and though they have illmnlumr\'nrious carruptions, they have
related a pumber of frets which our religion admits : but we
deny that they are to bo attributed to the Hobrew legisiator.
It was not he who made known to mankind these sublime
dogesas, these celestial eveats : it was not to hios that God
revealed them, bt to our hely prophet Zoroaster; and proofs
of this are to be found in the very books in question. If
you examine with attention the detail of Iaws, of rights, and
of precepts established by Moses, you will no where fined the
most taeit indication of what coastitates ot present the basis
of the Jewish and Christian theology, You will perceive vo
trace cither of the jmmortality of the soul, or a life to come,
or hell, or parudise, or the revolt of the principal angel, au-
thor of all the evils which bave afflicled the human ruce, &e.
These ideas were unknown to Mases, and this appears from
indisputable evidence, since it was not till four hundred years
lAﬂ«'-r ’bim that they weve first promulgated by Zoreaster in

saa 4"

; * Ihgh Priest,
4 See the Chrendlogy of the Twelve Ages, In wiich | conccive el 10
Liswe clearly proved that Moses lived abost 1400 years before Jestn Clirist, sad
Zorosder about 3 theusasd,

T
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The Mobed added, nddressiag himeelf to the Rabbins: « ¢
was not Gl the opecha, 1ill after the age of your first kings, that
these ideas appenred in Your writings : and then their appear-
ance was furtive spd gradval, according as there Lrew a politi-
cal relation Letween vonr ancestors and ours. 10 was partien-
larly at the pariod whea, conguered and dispersed by the ki
of Nimeveh und Babylon, your progenitors resorted 1o the ha:f:
of the Thigris and the Eupheates, and resided in our country for
theee sucerssive geocrations, that they imbibed our manoers and
opinions, which before they had regarded with aversion, as con-
trary to their law.  When our king, Cyrus, bad delivered them
from slavery, they felt attached to us from sentiments of grati-
tude ; they became oar disciples wnd imitators, and istroduced
our peesliar doctrines into the corrected publication of their
sacred books® ; for your Genesis in particular was never the
work of Moses, but compilation digested after the roturn from
the Babylonish cx ivity, and contaiging in it the Chaldean opi-
nioss respecting the origin of the world,

" At fiest the pure followers of the law, oppesing to the
emizrants the letter of the text and the absolute silemee of the
prophet, endeavoured to overpower tbﬁx-inbmruliom: bat they
ultimately prevailed, and our doctrives, modified according to
your ideas, gave rise (o a new seet.  You expected a King, the
restorer of your political independence ; we announced a God,
the regencrator of the world, nod the saviour of mankind,
These ideas blended together, comstituted the tenets of the

* [s the fent poriods of e Chrivtian chwrch, not only the mast bearsed of
these whe have since bees denomingted hevetion, b nany of 1he orthodox,
concesved Moses to have written neither the 7w narthe Pestatench, bot that
the work was 3 comgilatios wade by e ebons of the pesple and the Seventy,
wiha, after the death of Moses, cullscted his soattered eedisances, sad nuiyed
Witk them thisgy thatl weee exiranesus ; vailar 1o what bappened 5 10 the
Korss of Mabeawt, See Lev Clezantines, Hlowel. 2. seel 30, sad Hoooel. 3,
sect 42

Modera eritics, more eulightesed or more atentive thas the ane bents, Bave
found in Genesds iy particaise, mvrks of its hay Vg beew composed on the re
Yurs from the captivity ; bat the priscipel proods have escaped them,  Thess

mean fo exhibil |1+ a0 snadyvis of the ook of Grenesin, in which | shall deross.
Mrale that the 1enth Uivples, dmoug eikers, which trears of the pretended
Eeecatians of the Man called Noal 4 » real geoge pbecal pictare of the workld,
& i wan knew 10 the Flelinorws M ke rporhof 1he « sptivity, whoch was beundad
By Geewoe or Hellas of 1he West, moent Cancasys at the Noeth, Pessia ot the
Evt, sl Arabia ned Upper Ezyi a2 the Scath, AN the pretesded persos-
apes from Adem 10 Abesbivm or his father Tenah, are wyiholagical Beings,
6ars, comntellntions, cosatmes, Adam & Beotes; Noah s Osyrim, Xistahirus
daous, Satorn : 1hat s to vy, Cageicomm, or the celestial Gesmn 1hat opencd
the year.  The Alexandrme ¢ Arowiche, p. 42, says expreasdy, that Nisred was
pposed by the Permass 10 be these fint Kiog, as haviag mvested the it of
Bunting, asd that ho was Iracalated into beaves, where be ppcans uades the
same of Oviom, .




REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES. €1

Fxsenians, and through them became the basis of Cliristianity.
dews, Christians, Mahometans, however lofty may be yous
pretensions, you are, in your spiritual and immaterial systess,
only the blundering followers of Zoroaster 1"

ll’nvinc thus commenced his discourse, the Mobed went on to the
detail of his religion ; and supporting his sentiments by quota-
tioas from the Zadder and the Zendavesta, he recounted in the
same order as they are found in the book of Genesis, the creation
of the world in six gakens® ; the formation of a first man and a
first woman in a peculiar and celestial habitation, upder the reign
of perfect good ; the introduction of evil into the world by the
great lizand, the emblem of Ahrimanes; the revolt and comimt
of this magnicent gonius of darkness, againdt Ormuz the bene-
volent God of light; the distribution of angels into white and
bMack, good and ill ; their hicrarchy consisting of cherubim, serm
phim, thrones, dominions, &e.: the end of the world at the elose
of six thousand years ; the coming of the Lamb, the regenerstor
of patiro ; the pow world ; the life to come in an abode of felicity
or nnguish; the passage of souls over the bridge of the abyss;
the celebration of the mysteries of Mithra; the unleavened bread
that is set apart for the initiated : the baptism of now-bora child-
ren; extreme unetion amd auricular confessiont; in a word, be

* Ceestinn of the woeld or in six galaas, or geviods, or i1 six o tre,
that is, six periods of timme.  These peviads are what Zosomter calls the them
sands af God or of light, meaning the six summer mosthn, o the Gesh, say
the Penvinig, Ged ereated (arranged in order) the heavens; i the second 1he
walers ; in the thind the earth; mthe foarth trees | i the R saimaly; snd
a the sixth oo 0 correapending with the sovount 1o Genesm,  oe partecolany
voe Hypde, k. . and Heary Laod, ok, . On the religdos of the avcrent Pernione.
It is ressackabile, that the sume tradition is feand in the saored Books of the
Etrurvno, which relvie, = that the Vabiriostor of all thisgs bl comprisnd the
durstion of his work o a period of twelve thoasssd years, which perisl woe
distribated to the twelve bowss of e san.” T the fint theusand, God made
heaven and carth; s 1he swooad, the firmamnent ; in the thind, the sea zad
the watees; inthe fonethy, the san, moon, sl stars ; in the fifth, the soud of
sninals, ferds, mad replifen; da the sixth, man, See Svidas, o1 the Vyrrhesa ;
which shews fint, the sdentity of thetr thealowioal and avtrelozical opimicns ;
sad, secoudly, the identity, or rather confision of idless, Between staciule sud
systematiocal crowtion ; that ia, the periods savigned for renewmy the face of
wabder, which were 2t flewt the peniod of the yeur, aud afterwards pemiods of
GO, of Gon, of L3000, of 30000 sad of 438,000 yesrn

$ The Meodern Parves maed the ancient Mithrincs, whe are the same sect, ol
seeve all the Cheistion smoramonts, even the layisg on of hauds, tn conlim-
alisa. "™ Tlu»rv-! of Mithra," says Tertullion (de Prascrigtione, ¢, #0)
2 promoes » ulica froan we on confomsion and laptives ; and, if | rightly ro-
wmember, Mithrs moarks the soldiers tn the facehesd (with the cheism, called in
Ezsptian Kowphi); be cvlelinates the sacrifice of Lresd, whichas 1he resnss
rection, awd peowrnts the crowe o his follewen, weiacing them at the same
fime with the ywvord, &e.™

In these mysterson they tried the conrage of the ististed with a theassnil
forraes, prescuting fice Lo s frce, ® sword to ko baraal, &¢. ; they also offend

S
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repeated so many articles analogous to these of the three proced-
ing religions, that his discourse seemed to be a commentary ora
continaation of the Korun or the Apocalypse,

But the Jewish, Christian, and Mahometan doctors excepled
to this detail, amd treating the Parses as idolatrous worshi pers
of fire, charged them with falsehood, invention, and alteration of
facts. A violent dispute then arose respecting the dates of events,
their order and succession, respecting the origin of opiniona,
their transmission from one people to another, the authenticity
of the books which establish them, the epocha when these books
were composed, the ceharacter of their compilers, the valae of
their testimony; and the various parties proving, each against
the rest, contradictions, im bilities, and the counterfeit na~
ture of their books, accused one another of having founded thelr
creed upon popular rumours, wpon vague traditions, upon nbsurd
fables, invented by folly, and admitted without examination
unknown, ignorant, or partinl writers, at doubtful periods,
different from those to which their partisans reforred them,

A loud remour was now exeited under the standards of the
various Jodian sects: and the Bramins, entering their protest
against the claims of the Jew and the Parses, said 1 “ What yre
these upstart and almost unksown people who thus are ntly
consider themselves as the founders of nations, snd the :ﬁ!‘ =
tories of the sacred archicves ? To hear their calculations of five
or six thousand years, one would suppose that the world was but
of yesterday, whereas our monuments prove a duration of many
thousand centuries, Awnd in what respeet are their books pre-
ferable to ours? Are then the Vedes, the Chastres, the Poaruss,
inferior to the Bible, the Zendavesta, the Sadder® ! Is not the

Bl » crown wihikch he refased, saying, God s my crows: and this crown s te
be seew @ the velostial sphere by the side of Botten  The persosages in tas
wysterses were distinguishod by the names of 1he avdmal constellaloss. The
ceremon? of mass i vothing moce toan so imitstiou of these miysterics and
those of Eleuss.  The besediction the Lond be wilk you, is 3 Kteral translstion
o e Boresuln of sdmiwmou chon-h, am, pek.  Sce Heowwd. Flit du Mava.
delome, vol. i

® These are the saceed volames of the Hisdoos | they are seenctimes wrllten
Vo, Navrawams, (hativgns, bocawe the Hindoos, ke the Persian, aze ac+
castomed 10 give & vasd somnd 1o the terminstion of their wonds, which we
represeut by the afixes on and on, 30d the Pettugeese Ly the affixes om apd
o, Many of these Looks luve been tramdaial, thauks to the liberal spit of
Mr, Hastiogs, who las founded et Calcutta a literary society sad & praotisg
press. At the ssme time, however, thal we express var gratilude 1o 1his
wociety, we oMt be perwitted 1o cossplain of s exchusave spinit, 1he nember
of copues priated of each book being such that it ia impossibile 1o purchoe
Wam «ven In Lagland ; they wre wholly i 1he Laudsof the East [ndis goo-
pretors. . Searcely even s the Asiatic Mowcllany ksown s BEarepe, and »
Al mus be very learsed in oricatal ants Lefore Le s toack o houn of
the Jooeses, the Wilkiaaes, aod the 1 As 10 the sacrod books of
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sestimony of our nitors and our Gods, of equal value with
that of t Godopm progenitors of the western world ? Okt
were we permitted to reveal to profane men the mysteries of our
religion ! Did sot a sered voir'jusﬂy hide our doctrise from
every ove,”

Tie Bramins suddenly observing a profound silenee ; How,"
said the legislators, * can we admit your doctrine, if you refase
to make it known? How could its first suthors propagate it, when,
having sole possession of it, they regarded even their own ro-
ple as profane 2 Has heavem revealed it that it might be kept
& pecret 2

The Bramins however persisted in their silence : and 5 Ewro-
pean at this momnt offering to speak, remarked, that theirsecrecy
Was at present an emply form, that their szered books were
di\'ulgﬂrand their doctrine explained : he accordingly undertook
0 recapitulate its several articles,

Beginning with an abstract of the four Vedes, the twenty.
cight Pourans, and the five or six Chastres, he recounted how
an immaterinl, infinite, eternal and rowsd Being, after having
passed an wolimited portion of tinse in self-contem lation, de-
sirous at length of manifesting himself, separated the faculties
of male and female which were in him, and operated an set of
generation of which the Lingam remains the emblem: how
from this first act were born three diviee powers, of the names
of Brama, Bichen or Viehenou, snd Chib or Chiven®, the first
depated to ereate, the socond to preserve, the third to destroy
or change the form of the universe. He then detailed the
history of their exploits and adventures, and related how
Brama, proud of having created the world and the eight Bo-
bouns (or spheces) of probation, and of being preferred to his
Nilu" Chib, this pride occavioned between them a combat, in
which the zlobes or celestial orbits were broken to pie ws if
they had been a basket of egzs: bow Brama, overcome in this

the Hisloos, #8 that are yet in our bunds see the Bhagvat Gees, 1he Exour.
Vedum, the Ragrvadam, sad certain fragments of 1he Clastres printed =t the
end of the Blagvat Geets, These books are (n Iadintan what the (0 23
New Teostament are in Chrintendom, the Koean in Terkey, the Sadder sad
the Zewdavesta smeng the Parses, &c. When | hase taben sn Cxteusive wirvey
of their comtents, 1 have sometimes mked mysell, whet would be the fom to
e buncan race if & sew Owmar condemuned 1hew 5o the flames ¥ and caslde 10
discover aay minchicf 1hat weald conue, | ol the imaginsry chest that cone
tains them, the Lox of Paadors.

* These names are diffevently geoscenced according 10 the different dialecty ;
hus they sy Hirmal, Brosmma, Broxma.  Nichen has been tursed into Videom
by the casy exchange of 3 M for 4 V, sad lato Vichenas by weaos of & groes
hatical aflix. lu the same manunce O, which is sysosimeas with Satsn, sl

tibes adversary, @ frequently written Chida ml(li&aa be » called oo
ﬁ«‘« sud Rod‘;n, that i, the destroyer,
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contest, was reduced to serve s a rdnul to Chib, metamor-
phosed into the Lingam : bow Vichesou, the preserver of the
upiverse, had, in the discharge of his function, assumed nine
anizoal and wortal forms, how under the Grst, that of a fish, be
saved from the upiversal deluge a family by whom the earth was
led ; afterwards, in the shape of n'tortoiset, drew from
the sex of milk the mountain Masdregwnii (the Pole); then, under
that of a boar, tore the entrails of the giant Erenniackesser, by
whom the earth had beeu sunk in the abyss of Djole, from Whitfl
be delivered it; how he became incarnate under the form of the
Rlack Shepherd, and bearing the nameo of Chris-cn rescued the
world from the venomous serpent Calengam, whose head be
erushed, after having himself received & wound in his heel,
Passing to the history of the secondary Genii, he unfolded to the
sssembly how the Eternal, for the d'n?ln_\ of his glor\ had created
divers orders of angels, whose office it was 1o sing his praise
direct the umiverse : that a part of these angels bad revolted un-
dor the conduct of an ambitions chief, who wished to usurp the
wer of God, and take the reins of government into his owa
nds : that God precipitated them into & world of darkness as
a punishment for their misdeeds : that at last, touched with com-
passion, be consented to withdraw them from thenee, and Lo re-
eeive them agoin into favour, after previously subjecting them
to & long state of probation ; that for this pur , having created
fifteen orbits or regions of planets, and ies to inbabit them,
he obliged these rebellious angels to undergo eighty -seven traps-
migrations : that the souls, nf.:; irified, returned to their pri-
mitive source, to the ocean of life from which they bad emsanated:
that s all living beings contained a portion of this umiversal soul,
it was an act of great eriminality tp deprive them of it,  He was
proceeding to develope the rights and ceremonies of this religion,
when, speaking of offerings and libations of milk and butter to
Gods of wood and of brass, he was iuterrupted by a univensal
mnurmur mixed with loud bursts of laughter,

Each of the different groupes reasoned in its own preticular
manner respecting this system.  “ They are idolaters,” wid the
Mussclmans, * it is our duty to exterminate them."—* They
are wad,” said the followers of Coalucius, it is our duty to cuve
them.'—* What absurd gods" eried the rest, “ & set of fat
monkeys begrimmed with smoke, whom they wash like childrea
in elouts, and from whom they drive away the fies, lured by the
taste of honey, who would ‘otheenise defile them with their
excroments,

% This is the cosstoliation testuds, or the lyre, Which was al Gl 8 loitoh,
ot sccoast of its slow wctien reusd the Pole; then & lyro, bocasc § s Hw
shell of this reptile on which the strimgs of the fire sre mounted. 3o 39
aroclloot memair of M. Dapuis, sar FOrigte des Comstellations, 1 45,
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At these words 3 Bramin, bursting with indignation, excluimed:
& These ave inscrutable mysteries, the profound emblesas of trath,
which you are not worthy to know.”

“ And how comes it,” replied a Lama of Thibet, “ that yon
are more worthy than we? Is it becawse you prefend (o be sprun
from the head of Brama, while the rest of mankind Jderive llnc#
orizin from the less noble parts of his body? 1l you would sup-
port the fakle of your o igin, and the vain distinetions of your
casls, prove that you are of & pature dilfercnt from us; prove
at least by historical testimony the allegories you waintain ; nay,
prove that you are really the authors of this system ; for on our
part we are able to prove, if that were necessary, that you have
only stolen and dishgared it ; that you have borrowed the an-
cient paganism of the western world, and blended it by an absurd
conceit with the purely spiritual mature of our Gods®, a nature
which stoops mot Lo address itself to the senses, and was wholly
anknown to the world till the mission of Beddow,”

Tustastly innusserable voices demanded to be informed of this
nature, and to hear of that God with whose very name (he ma-
jority of them were wnacquainted, lo pursuance of this demand,
the Lama vesusced :

I the beginuing,” said he, “there was one God, self exis-
tent, who passed through a whole cternity, absorbed in the con-
templation of his awn rellections, eve he determined to manifest
those perfections to created beings, when he produced the mat-
ter of the word, The four clements, at thesr production, lay in
a state of mingled confusion, till he breathed upon the face of the
waters, and they immediately became an immesse bubble, shaped
like an egg, which when complete became the vaalt or globe of
the heavens in which the vmrfd is inclosedt, No sooner was the
carth and the bodies of animals produced, than God, the source
of motion, bestowed upon them as o living soul o portion of his

* All the ancieut opssbons of the Egyptan and Greciau theokigism ace fo be
fouud in lodis, sad they appear 8o have been ntrodaced, by means of the com-
wgree of Arabia sed he vidnity of Persia, time tmmemornial

t This conmogony of the Lamas, the Hoszes, and even the Braming, a4 Heory
Foed swerts, is literally that of the ascient Egyptiass. * The Egyptians,” aays
Poepliyry, * call Kueph, intelligeoce, or efficient canee of the usiverse They
relate that this God vomited a0 egg, froes which wes pradoced saother God
named Phths o Vulcsa, (igmeaos principle, oF the sem,) and they wid, that
thin egg is the worl"  Esach. Frap. Kveng, v 115

“They represest,” says (he sume salBor to snelber place, the Gad Kneph,
or eficicat cauve, undee the farm of 2 man in deep Bue (the colour of thesky),
Baving In his band a scepire, 3 belt rossd s body, and & ssull Lot royal
of light feathurs o his head, 10 denslo bow very sittibe sad Tugpncions the Mica
of that being i Upoa wineh | sball cbaerve, it Kweph in Habrow siguifies
a wing, a feather, and that this codour of sky-Lise is bo bo feand in the majority
of the Tndian Gods, sad i, veder the nse of Nersyun, one of their modt

Ut isgrasding cpitiata
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substance. Thus the soul of every living thing, being only a
feaction or separate part of the universa) soal, no percipient L
ing is Lisble to perish, but merely changes its form and mould as
it passes successively into different bodies. But of all the sub.
stantial forms, that of man is most pleasing to the Divine Being,
as most vesembling his uncreated perfections @ and man, when,
by witkdrawing Limself from the commerce of the senses, he be-
comes shsorbed in the contemplation of his owa mature, discovers
the Divinity that resides in iy and himself becomes worthy of
Divinity. Thusis God incessantly rendering himsel( incarnate;
but his greatest and most solemn incarnation was three thousand
years ago, in the provineo of Cassimere, under the nnme of Fot
or Beddow, for the purpose of teaching the doctrine of self-denial
and scif-annibilation.” The Lama proceeded to detail the his-
tory of Fot, obwerving, that he had sprung from the right inter-
costal of a virgin of the royal blood, who, whon she became a
mother, did not the less continue to be a virgin : that the king
of the country, uneasy at his birth, was desirous 1o pat him to
death, and caused all the males who were born at the same period
to be massacred 1 that being saved by shepherds, Beddou lived
in the desert to the age of thirty years, at which tisoe he o

his commission, preaching the doctrine of truth and casting out
dovils: that he performed & multitude of the most astomishing
miracles, spent his 1ife in fasting and the severest mortifications,
and at his death bequenthed to %io disciples the volume in which
* the principles of his religion are contsined. The Lama then
began to reade—

“ He that forsaketh his father and his mother,™ says Fat, %o
follow me, shall become a perfoet Samanean (a heavenly being )

“ He that keepeth my precepts to the fourth degree of per-
fection, shall acquire the power of flying in the vir, of movi
earth and heavon, of protracting or shortening his life, and of
rising again,

“The Samanean looks with contespt on riches, and makes
wse ouly of such things as are strictly necessury,  He mortifies
the flesh, subdwes his passions, fixes his desives and affections
ot nothing terrestrial, meditates without ceasing upon my doe-
trine, eadures injuries with patience, and bears no enmity agninst
kis ndizhbour,

“ Heaven and earih,” says Fot, d\all)w; away; despise
therelore your bodies which are composed of the four perishable

elements : and think only of yoer ismortal soal.

“Hearken not to the sugrestions of the flesh : fear and sor-
row are the produce of the passions ; stifle the possions, and fear
and sorrow will thus be destroyed.

“ Whosoever dies,” says Fd1, * without Baving received my
doctrine, becomes again and sgain an inhabitant of the carth,
il he shall bave vmt

raced it,"
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The Lama was going on with his extracts, when the Christinns
interrupted him, observing, that this religion was an alterstion
of theirs; that Fot was Jesus himself disfigured ; and that the
Lamas were nothing more than a degenerate sect of the Nes
torfins and Manicheuns.

But the Lama®, supported by all the Chamans, Bonzew,

* Thin s sewerted by our mésmiosarics, sad smoag others by Georgi is bin

wofisished work of the Thibetau alphalot: but if it can be proved 1hat the

e wore bat plagiarivs, asd the ignomut echo of & docirise that

existod 88 cen hundred yeass before them, what becomen of the declarstions of
Gootgi ' Sce spon this sstject Henwed, Hint. du Menicheiome.

The eadtorn wrilens is pesers] agree in placiag the brth of Boedew 1097
yrars before Jesos Christ, which makes im the contemporary of Zorcoster,
with whow, is my epinien, they cosdooad him. It is cortais that b doctrise
votariowly existed at this epach 1 it ke fosnd entice in that of Orphieus, Pytha.

snd the Tndian gymaocphints,  Bul the gymuosoplaaty are cited 3t the

of Alexsader as an anclent sect already divided into Brachmaas and
neans. See Bardesoncs ex Saint Jerowe, Epitre & Joviem. Pythageras
Bred i the wath century before Jowas Chrit ; seo Chronelogy of the Twulre
Ager; and Ovpluoas is of still greater antiquaty. 16 s is the cane, the doctrine
ﬁ,!lugonn sad that of Ovphirus are of Egyptian erigis, that of Bedou goss
back 1o the common soarce | snd is readdy the Egeplian priests recite that
Hermes, ax he was dying, sald: 1 have hitherto Sved an exile from my
eoastry, to which 1 pow return.  Weep aot for me, 1 ascend 10 the colestial
abade, where each of you will follow o his tern « there God bs 1 this life bs only
denth,” Chalcidivg dn Thimaam. Soch was the profession of falth of 1he
Samaaesss, the sectaries of Orphess, and the Pythagoreans. Fartber, Hermes
1 30 other than Bedou himaself), for ameng the Indinns, Chioese, Lamas, &a
e plaset Mercury, sad the correspoading day of the week (Weodnesday ), bons
the name of Bedou: and this aceeants foe his being placed lo the ok of my-
Golagical Betags, and discovers the illasien of his pectended existence as a
e, wace # s evident that Mercury wis oot & hosas belog, et the Geoios
or Decan, wha, placed ot the summer selstice, opened 1he Egyptian year:
Lepce his sttribites taken from the onatellstivg Syrios, sed his name of
Avslis, as well as that of Escalapios, havisg rhe figure of a man aed the bead
of & dogg © hence M sergent, which is the Hydirs, colics of the Nile (Hydor,
bumidity}; a0d from this serpent be scems to bave denved bis name of Herssen,
s Rewer (with a sehia), i the oriestal laagusges, signifies sergest.  Now
Bedou and Hermes being the same names, it is manifest of what astiquity &
the systom sscribed to the fiomer.  As 1o the name of Saraancan, it is peecmely
that of Chamas geesersed in Taetary, Chins, wid ludia.  The isterpretation
vem (0 It I8, waw of Lhe woeds, 0 Aermil martifping the fleak, voch Being the
charascterntic of this sect 3 but s literal meavag o celeatial [ Sanaoui), sad
expiunes the system of those who sre calied by it This spstem is the wme 2
tint of the sectarios of Orphicus, of the Exsewsans, of 1he sacieat Aschorets of
Pervia, asd the whele Esstern coustry. See Porplyry, de Alatin. Animal
These celestial s pestent sies, carrind be Ladia their hoanity to sach an
extreme, 35 1o wish pat 10 teuch 15e earth, sad they accordaagly lived in cages
mipended o troes, where 1he poople, whose adstisation was not loss abssrd,
bhrowght them peovisoms. During the night there were froquent robbories,
rages, and wurders, and it was at length discoverod ot they wesn commtted
Ly thase es, whe, descending froms theic cages, tha mdempificd themsalves
for their restraio! durisg the doy, T8e Brasias, thair rivals, embraced the

e —————————
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Gonnis, Talapoins of Siam, of Cevlon, of Japan, and of Chiax,
demonstrated to the Christians, from their own theologians, that
the doctrine of the Samancans was known through the East w
wards of a thousand years before Chreistianity existed ; that their
name was eited previows to the reign of Alexander ; and that of
Boutta or Beddou could be traeed to 8 more remote antiquity
than that of Jesus—* And now,” sid they, retorting upon the
Christians, *“do you prove to ws that you are not yourselves
degenerated Samancans; that the man whom you consider as
the nuthor of your sect is not Fot himself in o different form.
Demonstrate his existence by bistorical monuments of s0 ressote
a period as those which we bave adduced® ; for as it appears to
be founded on po authentic testimony, we absolutely deny its
truth; and we maintsin, that your gospels are taken from the
books of the Mithriacs of Persia, and the Essenians of Syria,
whoe were themselves only reformed Samancanst.” ;
These words excited a general outery on the part of the
Christians, and a new dispute more violent than asy receding
one was on the paint nflariuz place, when a groupe of Chinese,
Chamans, and Talapoins of Ssam came forward, petending that

S S e—

oppottenity of exterminstmg them ; and from thal time thow name in Bedin
Mo Beon symonsinons with hypocrite.  See Hint. de Ls Chane, fo 5 vols, 40k ot
the aote page 50 5 Jhi. de Hexe, 2 vols; sad Prefice to the Kzour. Vedow,

* There are sluchately so other moeaments of 1he exitonce of Jesun Christ
as & human being, than = passage in Joscphon, [ Antig. Jod, Lb, 15 ¢ 3,) 2
siogle phesse in Tacitas, (Asael fh 15 o 44) and the Goapels, Bt the
wmage in Josephin is vassimously scknowledged to be e L
;MN been imerpedated towands the close of the thind ceutary, (Sre Tiad, d¢
Jonephe, par W, Gealler) ; sond that of Tacitlos o vo eague, 3nd 20 evideontls taken
frem the deposition of the Chrstisns befoer the tnlauals, 1hat it may be
ranked in the cless of evangrlioal records. [ renvizs to enquire of what au.
Thesity see these records.  * All the world Anows,™ says Fasstog who, thonzh
o Menichean, was oae of the ol bearmed wen of the thind century | * Al the
oMl knows, That the Gosgels were neither writlen by Jexas Chirst, wor his
wpostles, Iet by certnin unkeown persous, who, rightly jedging that they
thould pet obiain belief ropecting thangs which they had not sevw, placed ot
e head of their recitals the names of conlemporry sposthen™  See Hegand,
vol. i Al fliat. dew Apalogintes de be Relig. Chret par Berigwi, 3 wvgacious
writer, whoe has derosistrmted The sbsclule sacertainty of those flandstions of
the Christion religion; so thal the exience of Jesas s no betler peoved then
1het of Ohiris aod Hercedos, or that of Fot or Bedon, with whom, sars M, de
Gooignes, the Cluoese continanlly comfosad bim, for Uhey nevor call Jesas Ly
any other name than Fot. Hin. de Haw.

T Thetis 10 say, feom the pisus remances formed cutof the sacred logends
of the Mysterses of Muthira, Cerrs, Isin, &c. ; from wheoor o eqaally devived
he bucks of the Hindew aot the Bonzes.  Our mewiosancs have losg s
markod » steiking rosemblance betweoen (hose Books sed the Ganpele. AL WI-
Ling expeemly tmeoticos it e 2 note in the syt Geoeta, Allagree 1hat Krisia,
I'at, ...f Jesus, liave the some cluractenatic features ; Lat religioss preulice

b 31004 o the way of drawtag from this ciecunntance the propes and patorsd
baference. To timic and ressets wivet ot be left 1 Saplay the tisth
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they could casily adjast every difference, and prodace in the
assembly an uniformity of opinion; and one of them -pnki:ﬁ
for the rest, said: * 18 is time that we should put an end to
those frivolous disputes, by drawing aside the veil and exposin
to your view the inferior and secret doctrine which Fot himsel
on his death.-bed, revealed to his disciples *. These various
theological opinioas are mere chimeras; these accounts of the
attributes, actions and life of the Gods, are nothing more than
allegories and mysteriouns symbols, under which moral ideas,
and the knowledge of the operations of mature in the action of
the elements and the revolutions of the planets, are ingeniously
depicted,

“The trath is, that there s no reality in any thing ; that all
is illusion, appearsnce, and drcam ; that the moral meteawy-
chosis is nothing more than & figurative sease of the physical me-
temsychesis, of that seceessive motion by which the elements of
which a body is composed, and which never perish, pass, when
the body itself is dissolved, into a thousand ot and form new
combinations, The soul is merely the vital principle resulting
from the properties of matter, and the action of the elements in
bodies, in which they create a spontancous movement. To su
pose that this result of orgamization, which is born with i,
developed with it, sleeps with it, continues to exist when organi-
zation is no more, is & romance that may be pleasing enough,
bt that is certainly chimerical. God himself is nothing more than
the principal mover, the oceult power diffused through every
thing that kas being, the sum of its laws and its properties, the
animating principle ; in & word, the soul of the universe ; w‘lich,
by reason of the infinite diversity of its conmections and operne
trons, considered sometimes as simple and sometimes as multiple
sometimes as active and sowetimes as passive, has ever pmnle&
to the human mind an insolvable enigma. What we can com-
prehend with great perspicuity is, that matter does not perish ;
that it possesses essential properties, by which the world is
governed in a mode similar 1o that of a living and organized
being; that, with respect to man, the knowledge of its laws is
what constitutes his wisdom ; that in their observance consist
virtue and werit ; and evil, sin, vice, in the ignorance and viola-
tion of them ; that happiness and misfortune are the respective
result of this observance or neglect, by the seme necessity that

* T Budwoists have two dectrines, the cne gablic sad ostenidle, the other
Imterior and secret, preciely like the Egsptins priests, 1t may be aaked, why
this ditinctiont It m, that ws the public dectrine recommends afferings, expe
stiaos, endowments, &e. the priests find their profit b teacking it te the jeo-
ple i wherean the other, teaching the vasity of weoeldly 1hiogs, and attended
with oo lucre, # is thought proper to make it keows ealy to adepts, Can the
peachers wad followens of this religios bt better dassed than ilider the hioads
of kuavery sad creduality

N
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occasions light substances to ascend, hesvy ones to fall, and by a
fatality of causes and effects, the chain of which extends from the
senallest stom o the stars of greatest magoitede and elevation®,”

A crowd of Theologinns of every sect instantly exclaimed that
this doctrive was rank materialism, and those who professed it
impiows Atbeists, enemies both of God and man, who cught to be
extirpated from the earth. * Strange reasoning,” replied the Cha-
mans, * Supposing us to be mistaken, which is by no means ime
possible, since it is one of the attnibutes of the human mind to be
subject to iliusion, what right have you to deprive beings like
yoursclves of the life which God bas given them #  If heaven con-
widers us as culpable, and looks upoo us with borror, why does it
dinrcmc to us the same blessiogs as to you ?  If it treats us with
endurance, what right have you to be Jess indulgent ? Pious men,
who speak of God with so much cortainty and confidence, conde-
scend to tell us what be is; explain, so that we may comprehend
them, those abstract and metaphysical beings which you <all God
and the soul ; substances without matler, existence without body,
life withost organs or scnsations, If you discover these bei
by means of your senses, render them in ke manner perceptible
s, If you speak of them only upos testimony and tradition,
show us a uniforen recital, and give an identical and determinate
basis to your creed.”

There now arcee 3 warm controversy between the Theologisns
respecting the nature of God and his mode of acting and mani-
festing himself; respecting the soul and its union with the body,
whether it has existence previous to the crgans, or from the time
of their formation only ; respecting the life to come and another
world : and every sect, every school, every individual, differing
from the rest as to all these points, snd assigning for its dissent
plausible ressoms and respectable but opposite suthorities, they
were all involved in an inextricable labyrinth of costradictions

At length, the kegnlators baving restored silence, recalled the
dispute to its troe object, and said : * Leaders and instructors of
the people, you came hithor for the purpose of investigating trath ;
and at lirst every ooe of you, confident in his own infallibility, de-
manded an imp('ocil faith : presently, bowever, you felt the contra-
riety of your opinions, and consented to submit them to u fair
comparson and & common rule of evidence, You proceeded 1o
expose your proofs : you began with the allegation of facts; but
it presently appeared that every religion snd every sect bad ity
moiracles and its martyrs, and bad an equal cloud of witnesses to

—— et e el e e e e ——

* These are the expressicas of La Loskere, tn bis descrigtion of the bing-
dom of Sam avd the theology of the Boazes.  Their dogmas, compared wils
those of the aacient phil s of Greece asd laly, give o complete repres
sculation of the whole system of the Stokoa ssd Ppdcureans, mived with oy
Trefogical sepentiticas, aod some traits of Pythagouris.
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boast, who were ready to prove the rectitede of their seotiments
by the sacrifice of their lives. Upoa this first poiot therefore the
balance remained equal,

“ You next passed to proufs of reasosing: the same argoments
were alternately applied to the support of opposite propositions ;
the ssme ssscrtions, oqually gratuitoss, were successively ad.
vanced and repelled ; every coe was found to have an equal reason
for denying his asseat to the system of the others. A farther con-
sequoence that arose from thus confronting your system was, that,
notwithstanding their dissimilitede in some points, their resems
blance in others wus ot less striking.  Each of you claimed the
fiest deposit and the orgival discovery ; each of you taxed his
neighbour with sdelteration and plagiarism ; snd a previous ques-
tion to the embracing of any of your doctrines appeared to result
from the history of opimions.

* A still greater embarrassment arose when you entered into the
explication of your doctrines : the more assiduoes were your en-
deavours, the more confused did they appear; they rested upon
a basis inaccessible to human understanding, of consequence you
had wo means to judge of their validity, and you readily admitted
that, in asserting them, you were the echoes of your fathers,
Hence it became important to know how they bhad come into the
hands of that former generation, who had wo means of learning
them dilferent from yourselves. Thus the trassmission of theo-
logical ideas from country to coustry, and their first rise in the
human understanding, were equull¥ mysterious, and the question
became every momest more complicated with metaphysical sub-
thety and antsquarian research.

“%ol as these opimions, however extraordisary, have some origin;
» all ideas, even the most abstmcted and fantastical, have in na-
ture some physical model, we must ascend to that origin in order
10 discover what this model is, and how the understanding came
by those ideas of Deity, the soul and immaterial beings, that are
50 obscure, and which form the foundation of so masy religious
Kﬂtlm; we muest tmee their liseal descent and the alterations

ey have undergone in their various seccessions and ramifications,
I, therefore, there are in this assembly men who bave made these
ohpects their peculiar study, let them come forward and endeavour
1o dispel, in the presence of the nations of the carth, the obocvri!z
of opinions in which for 0 loag a period they have all wandered,

CHAP. XXIL
Oriciy axp Gexzarosy or Reticrovs Ingas,

Ax these words & new groupe, formed in an instaot, of indivi.
duals from every standard, but undistinguished by any, advasced
o the sand ; and one of the meembers, speaking in the nawe of the
geueral body, said 1
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“ l?islator\, friends of evidence and of trath!

“ That the subject of which we treat should be involved in so
many clouds, is by no meass astonishing, since, beside the
dificulties that are peculiar to it, lhouggt itself bas, till this
moment, ever had shackles imposed wpon it, and free enquiry,
by the intolerance of every rcﬂ‘:‘ieom systems, boen interdicted,
But pow that thought is unrestrained, and may develope all its
powers, we will ex in the face of day, aod submit to the
oonmondjudg-em of assembled nations, such rational traths as
un rv'ju iced minds have by long and laborious study discovered ;
lns this, mot with the desiga of im ing them as a creed, but
from a desive of provoking new Iigm and obtaining better in-
formation,

“ Chicls and instructors of the le, you are not ignorant
of the profound obseurity in which the mature, origin, and hist
of the dogmas you teach are inveloped. Imposed by force an
authority, incufcnlcd by education, maintained by (Se infloonce
of example, they were perpetuated from age to age, and babit
and inattention strengthened their empire, But if man, en-
lightencd by experience and reflection, summoned to the bar of
mature examination the prejudices of his infamy, he present)
discovers a multitude of incongruitios and contradsetions, whic
awaken his sagacity, and eall forth the exertion of his reasoning
powers.

“ At first, remarking the variows and opposite creeds into
which mations are divided, we are led boldly to reject the in-
fallibility claimed by ecach; and arming ourselves alternately
with their reciprocal pretensions, to conceive that the senses
and the understanding emanatin directly from God, are a law
not less sacred, und & guide not fcsa sure, than the indirect and
contradictory codes of the prophets,

“ 1fwe proceed to examine the texture of the codes themselves,
we shall observe that their pretended divine laws, that is to say,
laws immutable and eternal, have risen from the complexion of
times, of places, and of persons; that these codes issue one
from another in a kind of genealogical order, mutually borrows
ing a common and similar fund of ideas, which every institutor
mwodifics agreeably to his fancy.

If we ascend 1o the source of thoso ideas, we shall find that it
is lost in the night of time, in the infancy of sations, in the very
origin of the world, 1o which they elaim alliance ; and there,
immersed in the obscurity of chaos, and the fubulous empire of
tradition, they are attended with so many prodigies as to be
secmingly inaccossible to the human understanding,. But this
prodigious state of things gives birthitself to a ray of reasoning,
that resolves the difficulty; for if the miracles held out in sys-
tems of religion have actually existed ; if, for instance, metay
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hoses, apparitions, and the comversations of one or more
m recorded in the sacred books of the Hindoos, the He-
brews, and the Parses, are indeed events in real hisory, it
follows that mature in those times was perfectly unlike the nature
that we are acquainted with now ; that men of the present age
are totally different from the wen that formerly exisied ; and,
consequently, that we ought not to trouble our heads sbout them.
“On the contrary, if those miraculous facts have hizd no real
existowes in the physical order of things, they must be regarded
solely as productions of the human istellect : and the nature of
man, at this day, capable of making the most fantastic combina-
tions, explaing the phenomenn of those monsters in history.
The only dificulty is to sscertain bow and for what purpose the
imagination favented them. If we examise with attention the
subjects that are exhibited by them, if we analyze the ideas
which they combine and associale, and weigh with accuracy all
their concomitant circumstances, we shall find a solution per-
fectly conformable to the laws of mature. Thaose fabulous stories
bave a figurative sense different from their apparent one, they
are fousded on simple and physical faets : but these facta, bei
ill conceived and erroncously represonted, have been disigu
and changed from their onginal nature by accidental causes
dependent on the human mind, by the confasion of signs made
use of in the representation of objects, by the equivocation of
words, the defect of language, and the imperfection of writing.
These Gods, for example, who act such singular parts in every
system, are no other than the physical powers of nature, the ele-
ments, the winds, the metoors, the stars, all which have been per-
sonified by the necessary mechanism of language, and the manner
in which objects are conceived by the understanding.  Their life,
their manners, their actions, are only the operation of the same
powers, and the whole of their pretended history no more than
& description of their various phenomena, traced by the first na-
turalist that observed them, but taken in a contrary scase by the
vulgar, who did not understand it, or by suceceding generations,
who forgot it, 1n a word, all the theological dogmas respecting
the origin of the world, the natare of God, the revelation of has
laws, the manifestation of his person, are but recitals of astro-
nomical facts, figurative and emblematical narratives of the mo-
tion and inflecnce of the beavenly bodies, The very idea itself
of the Divimity, which is at present so obscure, abstracted, and
metaphysical, was in its origin mercly a composite of the powers
of the material universe, considered sometimes analytically, as
they appear in their agents and their phenomenn, and sometimes
synthetically, as forming one whole, and exhibiting an harmoni.
ous relation im all its parts, Thus the name God has been be.
stowed sometimes wpon the wind, upoa fire, water, and the ele-
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ments; sometinies upon the sun, tho stass, the planets, and their
influences; sometimes upon the universe at Jarge, and the mat-
ter of which the world is composed, sometimes upon abstract and
metaphysical properties, such us space, durstion, motion, and in-
telligence; but in overy instance, the idea of & deity has not
flowed from the maraculous revelation of an invisible world, but
has boon the natural result of human reflection, has followed the
progress and undergone the change of the successive improve.
ment of intellect, and has had for its subject the visible universe
and its differont agents.

“ It is then in vain that nations refer the origin of their reli-
55«»“ to heavenly inspiration; it is in vain that they pretend to

cseribe a supernatural state of things as first in the order of
events : the original barbarous state of mankind, attosted by theie
own wonuments *, belies all their assertions, These assertions
are still more victoriously refuted by considering this great prin-
aple, that man receives wo ideas but throwgh the medinm of his
#enves ¥ 1 for from henoe it appears, that every system which as-
cribes human wivdom to any other source than experience and
sensalion, represents the last results of anderstanding as carliest
in the order of time. If we exomine the different religions syse
tems which have been formed respecting the actions of the (}o&c,
and the origin of the world, we shall discover at every turs an
anticipation in the order of narrating things, which could only be
sugzeded by subsequent reflection.  Reason, then, emboldened
by these contradictions, hesitates not to reject whatever does not
accord with the mature of things, and acce{;h nothing for his
torical truth that is not capable of being established by argument
and ratiocivation, Its ideas and saggestions are as ollow:

“ Befare any nation received from a meighbour nation dozmas
already invented ; before one generation inherited the ideas of
another, none of these complicated systems had existence. The
first men, the children of nature, whose consciousness was antes
rior to experience, and who brought no preconceived knowledge
into the world with them, were born without any idea of those
nrticles of faith which are the resalt of learned conteation: of
those religiouns rites which had relation to arts and practices not
yet in existence ; of those precepts which suppose the passions
alrcady developed = of those laws which have referesce to a lane
guage and a sociul order bereafter to be produced ; of that God,

* It b the wnwnimoos testimiony of hintory, and even of Jegends, that e
Bost bvman Betugs were every wheye savagen, and et It was to civilize them,
s bewnh them o mvake Bevad, 1hat the Gody ranmilgtend §leseselyes

T The rock on whivh all the apciests liave splity, and whieh hias eccasioned
30 thedr cerers, hos Seen their sappening the idea of God 10 be nate and co-
ctenial wizh the soul ; aud beace oM the eoveries develoged in Plato acd Jom.
blicus. Sce the Timau, the 'Aelon, sud De Myst, Lgyptooram, sect. §, <. 3
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whose attributes are abstructions of the kmowledge of nature,
and the idea of whese condact is suggested by the expericnce of
& despotic government ; in fine, of that soul and those spiritual
oxistences which are said not to be the object of the senses, bt
which, however, we must for evor bave remained usscquainted
with, if our seases had not introduced them to us.  Previously
to arriving at these notions, &n immense catalogue of existing
facts must have been observed. Man, originally savage, must
have learned (rou repeated trinls the use of his organs, Succes-
sive generations must have invented and refined upon the means
of subsistence ; and the understanding, at liberty to diseng
itself from the wants of natere, must have risea to the comp
eated art of comparing ideas, digesting reasonings, and seizing
upon abstract similitudes,

Becr. I Ovigin of the idex of God: Worship of the clemeants,
and the phyrical powers of wature,

“ Ir was not tll after baving surmounted those obstacles, and
run a long carcer in the night of history, that man, reflecting on
his state, began to perccive his subjection to forces superior to
his own and independant of his will. The sun gave Em light
and warmth ; fire bursed, thunder terrified, the winds buficted
water overwbelmed him ; all the various nataral existences acted
epon him in a manner sot to be resisted,  For a long time, an
automaton, he remained passive, without enquiring into the
cause of this action; but the very moment he was desirous of
accownting to himssell for ¥, astonshment seized his mind; and
passing from the surprise of a first thought to the reverie of curi-
osity, he formed » c'mill of reasoming.

“Atfirst, considering oaly the action of the elements wpon
him, be inferved, relatively to himself, an idea of weakness, of
subjection, and relatively to them, an idea of power, of domina-
tiom ; and this idea was the primitive and fundamontal type of all
his conceptions of the Divinity.

“ The action of the natural existences, in the second place,
excited in bim sensations of pleasure or pain, of good or evil;
by virtue of his orgunization, he counceived love or aver<ion for
thesa, be desirod or dreaded their presence ; and fear or hope
was the pnnci’pIc of every iea of religion,

* Afterwards, judging every thing by comparison, and remark-
ing in those beings & molion spontancous hike his own, he sup-
posed there to be & will, an intelligence inhecent in that motioa,
of & mature similar to what existed in himself; and hence, by
way of inference, he started a fresh argament,—Having experis
enced that certain modes of behaviour towards his fellow-crea-
tures wrought a change in their affections amd goverued heir
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conduct, he applied those practices to the powerful beings of the
universe.  *“ When my fellow creature of superior strength,” said
be to himself, * s disposed 1o injure me, [ humble myself before
bim, and my prayer bas the art of appeasing bim. T will pray to
the powerful beings that strike me, | will supplicate the faculties
of the winds, the plavets, the waters, and they will hear me, |
will conjure them to avert the calamities, and 10 grant me the
blesssngs which are at their dis . My tears will move, my
offerings propitiste them, and I shall enjoy complete felicity.™

“ And, simple in the iafancy of bis reason, man spoke to the
sun and the moon, he animated with his understanding and bis
passions the grest agents of nature; be thought by vain sounds
and wseless practices to change their iuﬂcxib&ei‘mm Fatal error!
He desired that the water should ascend, the mountains be re-
moved, the stone mount in the air; and substituting a fantastic to
a real world, be constituted for himself beings of opinion, to the
terror of bis mind and the torment of bis race.

“Thus the ideas of God and religion sprung, ke all others,
from physcal objects, and were in the understanding of man the
produce of his seasations, his wants, the circemstances of ha life,
aod the progressive state of his knowledge,

“ As these idens bad patural beings for their first models, it
resulted from hence that the Dirvinity was originally s various
and manifold »s the forms voder which he scemed to act: each
being was a Power, & Genius, and the first men found the uaniverse

. crowded with innumerable Gods,

“ 1o like manner the ideas of the Divinity having had for mo-
tors the affections of the buman beart, they underwent an order
of division caleulated from the sessations of pain and pleasare, of
love and hatred 1 the powers of mature, the Gods, the Genii, were
classed into bemign and maldficent, into good and evil ones: and
this comstitules the umiversslity of these two idess in every system
of religion,

“ These ideas, snalogoas to the condition of their inventors,
were for & long time confused and gross.  Wandering in woods,
beset with wants, destitute of resources, nsen in their savage state
had no leisure 1o make comparisons and draw conclusions. Suffer-
ing more ills than they tasted enjoyments, their most habitual
sentiment was fear, their theology terror, their worship confined
to certain modes of selutation, of offerings which they presested 1o
beings whom they supposed Lo be forocions and greedy hike them-
sclves, I their state of equality and independance, no ove took
upon bim the office of mediator with Gods as issubordinate and
poor 25 himself. No one baving any superfluity to dispose of,
there existed no pamsite under the name of priest, nor tribute
ueder the rame of victim, mor empire under the name of altar ;
their dogmos and morlity, jumbled together, were only self
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preservation; and their religion, as arbitrury iden without influence
on the mutuzl relstions exising betweess mem, was but & vain
Bbomago paid to the visible powers of nature. )

. -S!fac was the first am!p:“mcury urigin of every ides of the
Divigity," ' . ;

The orater then addressing the savage nations, said: * Wg
appeal to you, who have received no forcign fictitious ideas,
whether your comceptions have not been formed precisely in this
manner | We ask you also, learned theologians, if such be not
the usanimous record of all the mosumicnts of autiquity*?

Sucr. IL Seeond system; Worskip of the Stars, or Sabeism,

* Bor those same moaumants offer us 2 more methodical and
more complicated system, that of the worship of all the stars,
adored st one time under their proper form, at another undes
caiblems and figurative symbole, This worship was also the
effect of the knowledge of man in physics, and dorived imme-
diately from the first causes of the social state; thet is to Y,
from wants and arts of the first degree, the clements as it were in
the formation of society.

® M clearly revults, says Phatarch, from the verees of Orpheas sad the sacred
boake of 1he Egyptinns and Farygisns, that the sachent theo ary, ned culy of e
Greels, bat of 2l satioar, was Wibing ;e thao & spstem of phyvies, & picture of
the opevations of sator, wrapped up in myciariows allegories and ealgmatical
symdels, in & manier that the (gaceent multinede sttesded rather 55 their nppa-
Fent than 10 their bidden mesnieg, aad eyen in ohat taey snderstoed of the latrer,
veppased there to b samscthing move dorp thas what they pevceived.  Fragwent of
@ wark af I"tatareh wow toat, quoted by Evaelbins, Praper Evan 1Ii5.3.ch 1. p.93.

The wajecity of Phidosophers, says Parpliry, and ameag ethers Charensn
fwha lived in l‘nr in the vt age of Chrtiamity), mapae there gever 19 bave
been aoy sther woeld than the one we e, and wcknawitdpe no other Gode of o2
thaer rreeguized by De Egyptiass, thas soelh a3 ace commcely called plasess,
viges of lﬁ Zodiac, wad cosstellations; whose Aepecte, thet dn, ridug and
sibiag, e ® mfeemee the fortenes of mes; o vI:x they add,
Eheir dividoos of the sipss 00 decans Al dispences of tine, whom they
style loods of the ssoendant, whose marmes, virtees i the relweviog of dtem.
PeTS, Haleg, smetling, and pressges of fetore cvrnln, sove the weljecty of alme.
BaRe; (for Be it cheerved, that the Exyplian pelests had almamcis 15 exaet
ceuncirpart of Matthew Lamber's;) for wien the priests affiomed hat the van wae
the aschitect of the calverwe, Chareman prescetly consledes (hat nll their aasys.
Tives rewpeeting Lois and Onirin, together with their ether sacred fahles, ivferred in
PATE 08 Phe planets, the phases of the moon, and the revolution of the sen, sad In
PAeL to 3¢ ctars of the daily and nighily Mecalepheres, and tho river Nidey 0 2
wood, 10 wll cones te physicent aad sateral Cxtenorn, wnd cover 0 wach ar moght
B¢ immaterial gud incorpareal, Al thase phifucpbore delieve, tha' tho acty of
O37 WiT 244 the mation +f sur Dedies, deperd upre oo of the stacs 10 which
Bhey wer subjented, sod they pefer every ing o the laws of phiysecel aecerdty,
whick they il dmtiay o7 Foliem, epprviag a chale of cannen ncd offoety which
Moade, by | kaow mot what comaedtion, all bwings topether, from the messest 4rom
B the superme power and rn’m.-y nflatnce of he Giods; o thar, whethes 1y
theie temples or 1n thele Mols, the Ovly mabject of wetahip b the power of deatiny,
Forphyr, Lpist. od Jaxebonen *
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“ When men began to unite in society, they found it necessary
to enlarge the meanns of their subsistence, and cousequently to
upply themselves to agriculture ; and the practice of agricultare
required the observation and knowledge of the heavess®, It
was pecessary to know the periodical return of the same opera-
tions of nature, the same phenomenn of the skies ; it was neces-

to reguinte the duration and succession of the scasons,
months, and years. In order to this, it was requisite to becomse
acquaoted with the march of the sus, which in its zodiacal revo.
lutsou showed stself the first and supreme agent of all ereation ;
then of the moon, which by its changes and returns regulated
and distributed time; finally of the stars, and even of the planets,
which by their appearance and disappearance on the horizon and
the nocturnal hemsisphere, formed the minutest divisions. Ina
word, it was necessary 10 establish an entire system of astronemy,
to form an sleanac; and from this labour there quickly and
spoatanesnsly resulted a wew manner of considering the domi-
nant and governing powers.  Having observed that the produc-
tione of the earth borea regular and constant eonnection with the -
phenomena of the heavens ; that the birth, growth, and decay of
each plant, were alliod to the appearance, exaltation, and dec né
of the same planet, the same group of stars; in short, that the
languor or activity of vegelation seemed to depend on celestinl
influences ; men began to infer from this an i of action, of
power in those bodies, superior to tervestrial beings; and the
stars, dispensing scarcity or abundance, became Powers, Geniit,
Gods, amn of good and evil,

w A the stato of society bas already introduced a methodical
hierarchy of ranks, emsployments, and conditions, men, continu-
ing to reason from comparwon, transferred their new acquired’
notions to their theology, and the result was & complicated systes
of gradual Divinities, in which the sun, as the first God, was a

——

* It contianes 10 be repeased every day, o0 the indirect antbarity of the bonk
of Gewrsis, 1ot sstrovomy was the lnvestion of e ONlren of Noak It b
beez gravely said, Bhat while wandering shepherds in the plains of Shivar, they
employed thatr leiwre is componing & plantisry system | = if s ribs had ooce-
sion 16 haow moee thas the Polar star, and if ncoomily was wet the sle wobtive of
wvary lavcullea! If the taerieat shepherds were oo studions and sagacions, Bow
dees It happen that the medern afe arc »a stupid, igweraas, aod mattcstive ! And
3t i & fact, that 1he Arade of the desevt know wol 80 many s WX Cemteiiations,
sad undoniand ot obe wird of sstroscemy.

+ 1t apposis 1hat By the woed Zewius, the macients Senated a guality, = gene.
mitre paner; for Bhe fullowing words, which sec a2l of ome family, coavey this
AAlGg | QERETArY, SEnOn eI, Getws, Sens.

The Sebenis, sacient and moders, soys Maimonides, sckpowladge = peincipal
God, the maker and (dabitaat of beaven; bat, 08 accouot of his prvat distaaee,
Whey cnateive him to be insccosaible, sad in imilatien of the condnct of people
sawnrds their Kings, they cmploy s mediaters with him the plaaetsas thels caged,
whom thiey call printes and petentates, und whim they wapposc B tessde i thiee
Tasninous bodis, 34 1 palaces o¢ tabamaches, ke, Mere- Neduchia, pars 3, ¢ i
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military chief, a political King : the moon, a queon, his consort ;
the planets, scrvants, bearers of commonds, messe ngers; ond the
multitude of stars a notion, sn army of heroes, of Geaii, appointed
to govern the world under the command of their ofliccrs; every
individual Bad & name, functions, attributes, dravn from s cog-
nections and influences, and even a sex derived from the gender

of its appellation,*”

“ As the state of society bad intreduced cortain wsages and
complex prctices, worship, lading the van, adopted similar
ones. Ceremonics, simple and private at first, became public
ond solemn ; offerings were more rich and more sumeroes ; rites
more methodical : places of assembly, chapels, and lunplu. were
erected ; officers, pontidls, created to sdminister; forms nnd
cpochas wore settled ; and religion became a ctvil act, a political
tie. But im this developement it altered not is first prnciples,
and the idea of God was still that of phiysical beings, operating
good or ill, that is 1o say, impressing ssosations of pain or plea.
sure: the dogma was the kaowledge of their laws or modes of
acting ; virtee and sin the observance or infringement of those
laws ; and morality, in its native nmplicily.:f_.ud:c-om practice
of all that is condecive to the prescevation of existence, to the
well being of the individual and of his fellow-creaturest,

“ Should it be asked st what epoch this systom took birth, we
shall answer, wpr:'m.d by the suthority of the mosuments of
astronomy itself, that its principles cas be traced back with cors
tainty to a period of mearly seventeen thousand vearss, Should

* Accoediag as 1he gender of o Ajcet wan in the Innguage of the malion mae.
caline or frmisine, the Divinity whe bore its same was male or foaale. Then the
Cappadocmna calied the moon Gad, and the sun Goddess i & clrowmatance which
Bives 4o the sume beings 2 perpriual varkely in ancicot mythalogy

1 We may aldd, wmys Plotarch, that these Kgyption praests siwags regarded the
Preservalica of Bealth an 3 potat of first lisgertance, and s ledispenmalily neces.
sary 10 the practios of piery amld he mrvice of the Gods, See hin sccount wf feote
oxd Ouiris, towards the ro:

§ The historical orates follows bere Bhe eplelon of My Daguin, whe, (o Ms learned
emaols conceraiag the wrigit of the conssellgtiven, bas Aantigead many plasibide
FESatem to peoae that Librg was formerly the sagn of the veranl, and Arier of 1he
Cocturaal equinox ; that b, thal sisce the “rigin of Do actusl sstroncamion! syslem,
¢ precemion of 1he equinoxes has caurind farward by svem signs the primaive
srder of the Todise. Now estimsl g Ahe procrisicn a1 abeat soveaty yrais snd n
Mals tn & degree, that is L1105 FruEs 1o vaah sige ; and chwrviag that Aries was
In s Gflccnsh degree, 1,607 yoars Befove Chalut, 7t fullows, that 1he Bowt degree of
Litbrn conld mat have cuineidal wilh the vermal gt i mere lately than 14, L)
yrars before Chriat § to which f you sdé 1790 srars smee Choisl, i agpears that
V6ExL yours bure elupucd visee the stighn of the Zodme, The versal rquleux ouise
€slid with he finst degeee of drier 2804 sears Taefre Chrag, bad with the et
dogeee of Toxraus 4619 yrars latwe Clrist, Now it e to be shserved, that the
wovship of the Ball i the printipel arinche of 1he theobegical coved of 1he Eeyp-
Tinna, Persinmm, Japunese, &¢, fevwn whewoe I3 chomby Sallows, Shat somie punianl
revelution tok place auscug those retmus ot that tise, The chrvoslogy of bre
OF win Uhonsaid yours In CGewrsin is httle axrevadie te (8is Mypotbesing Sul e the
bock of Gesewis ¢onmet chiim 1o be Consalered me a bltors further Sock than
Abvaduss we niv a2 bty 10 make whot sonsgrmebis we plows (n the ety

that Prvvende d
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we farther be asked to what hptdple or nation it onght to be attri.
buted, we shall reply, that those self-same mosuments, secounded
by umanimouns traditson, attribate it to the first tribes of ?} t.
And when reason Sinds in that region a concurrence of all Sw
physical circumstances calculsted 16 give rive 10 it when it fnds
at once A zone of beaven, in the vicimity of the tropic, equally
free from the rains of the equator and the fogx of the north*;
when it finds there the central point of the antique sphere: a sa-
lubrious climate; an immense yot manageable river; a land fer.
tile without art, without fatigue ; inundated, without pestilential
exbalations ; situate botwees two seas which lave the shores of
the richest countries—it becomes manifest that the inhabitant of
the districts of the Nile, inclined to agriculture from the nature
of his sl ; to commerce, from the facility of communication ; teo
geometry, from the annual necessity of messuring his possessions ;
to astronomy, from the state of his heaven, ever opea 10 obser-
vation : must first have from the savage to the social state,
and conscquently attained that physical and moral knowledge
r to civilized man.

“ It was thus, upon the distant shores of the Nile, and among
a mation of sable complexion, that the complex system of the
worship of the stars, & conmectad with the produce of the sodl
and the labours of agriculture, was constructed. The womship
of the stars, undur their proper forms, or their natural attributes,
was a simple process of the human understanding ; bat in «
short time the multiplicity of objects, their relations, their action
and re-action, baving confounded the ideas and the signs that
represented them, a consequence resulted as absurd in its nature
as pernicious in its tendency.

Sezcr. 1L Thrd system ; Worskip of Symbols, or Idolatry.

“ Fxox the instant this agricolar race had turned an eye of
observation on the stars, they found it necessary to distinguish
individuals or groupes, and to assign to each a proper name, A
considernble dit!icu?:'v here jmmed itself; for, on the onc hand,
the oelestial bodies, similar 1n form, offered no poculiar character
Ly which to denceninate them : and on the other hand, language,
poor aud in a state of infancy, had no expressions of so many
new and metaybysical ideas. ¢ usual stimulus for genius, ne-
coygly, conquered all obstacles, Having remarked that in the
aniual revolation, the renewal and periodical appearance of the
productions of the carth were comstantly connected with the

* My PaliE I placies the fint astronomers st Seliogeaskoy, sear the lake
Baikal, paid wo sitwmtion 45 thin ewofold chorcuntance : M equally srgass ageinst
their Letng e d st Asosm 20 acreunt of e raine, sod the Zend. My of which
N Broce ggeals,
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rwing and setting of certain stars, and with their position relo-
tively to the sum, the mind, by a watural mechanisin, associatod in
its thought terrestrial and cclestial objocts, which had in fict a
certaim alliance ; and applying to them the suwe sign, it gave 1o
the stars, and the groepes it fornsed of thew, the vory names of
the terrestrial olijects to whicl they bore afiinity*.

“ Thus the Ethiopinn of Thebis called stars of inendstion, or
of Agunrins, those ander which the river began to overflowt;
stars of the ox or bull, those under which it was eosvonient to
plough the earth; stars of the lion, those under witich that aniees],
driven by thirst from the deserts, made his appearance on the
banks of the Nilo; stars of the sheaf, or of the harveet maid, those
under which the harvests woere got in; stars of the lambe, sears
of 1he goat, those under which those valuable animsals brovghe
l'oﬂl:ibfir young; nmd thus wns a finst purt of the dislicalty re-
solved.

“ On the other hand, man, having remarked in the beings
that surrounded him certain qualities peculiar to sach specics,
sod baving invented a pame by which to design them, speedily
dscovered an ingenions mode of gemeralizing his ideas, 2l
ransforring the name already invented to every thing bearing a
somilar or analagues property or agency, ouriched hss language
with a multiplicity of metaphors and tropes.

- -

* Thus the suse Ethiopian, baving observed that the retars of
the ivundation answered constantly to the appearance of a very
beautifal star towards the source of the Nile, which secrmed 1o
warn the husbandmen sgainst being surprised by the waters,
be compared this nction with that of the aniwal, who by borking
gives notice of danger, and called thiv star the dog, the barker
(Surfus),  la the same manner ho culled stars of the crad, those
which shewed themselves when the sun, having reached the
bounds of the tropic, returued backwards and sideways like the
crab, or Concer; stars of the wild goat, thase which, the vun
being arrived ot ite grestest alticud, at the top of the horary
goonon, ioitated the action of thot amimal, whe delights in lisb-
g the highest rocks : stars of the balance, these which, the days
and nights being of the same length, seemed to obscrve an eqai-
Librienn like that instrument : stars of the scorpion, thase which
Were perceptible whem certain regular winds brought a burnio

vapoar Iike the poison of the scorpion.  In the same manser he
calivd by the mxmes of tugs amd serpeats the figured truces of
the orbits of the stars and planetss; and this was the gvneral

o wbcionts” sayx Mulmosides, * directisg sl Uhle sttention 3¢ sgriceitare,
EIve mumen 10 the staes devived frwre tis oocepation durng the yar" Meee.
Neb. pare 2

§ Thio ivust bave brws Sene, See Note ® p.»

1 Thw ancamie had vorbe from the cobstantives erob, pot, fuh—'-‘c_ o e
Forieh have ot prowent the yerks wrpraler, cogeclior, THhe Mot v
Sy be wrmrty the suiee

.N]‘
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mseans of appellation of all the heavenly bodies, taken in 2
or indh‘hluurl‘. according to their mnn’«tio« with rural Et::u tl:'-
restrial operations, and the a s which every mation found
them to bear to the labours of the fiedds, and the objects of their
climate and soil,

* From this proceeding it resulted, that abject and terrestrial
beings entered inte association with the superior and powerful
beings of the beavens; and this association became more rivetted
every day by the very constitution of language and the mecksm-
wm of the mind, Men would say, by a natural metaphor, * The
bull spreads upon the earth the germine of fecundity (in spring),
and brings back abundance by fhe revival of vegetation,
lamb (or ram) delivers the heavens from the malevolent Gendi of
winter; and saves the world from the serpent (emblem of the wet
season). The scorpion pours cut his venom upon the earth, and
spreads discases ::nll death, &e.™

“ This language, anderstood by every body, was at first at-
tended with neo iuconvenience; but, in process of time, whea the
almassc bad been regulsted, the people who could do without
further observation of the skies, lest sizht of the motive which
led 1o the adoption of these expressions; and the allegory still
remaining in |Lcd|nmt:liccs of life, became a fatal stumbling-hlock
to the undenstandimg and resson.  Habituated to join to symbols
the ideas of their models, the mind fimally confounded them ;
then those same anisoals, which the imagination bad rised to
heaven, descended aguin on the earth ; but in this return, decked
in the livery and invested with the ateributes of stars, they ims.

posed upoa their own authors.  The people, imagining that they
saw their gods before them, found it # more casy tk to offer "
their prayers.  They demanded of the vam of their Hock the in-
fleence which they expected from the celestial rams they prayed
the scorpion not to pour out its venom upon nature ; they revered
the fish i the river, the crab of the sen, and the scarabeus of the
elime : and by a secies of corrupt but inscparable analogics, they
lost themwelves in a labyrinth of coascquent absurdities.

* Such was the origia of this ancient and singuiar worship of
animals; such the tria of jdeas by which the chovucter of the
Divinity became commos to the menneat of 1he brote creation §
and thus wax formed the yast, complicated, and Farned theolo-
grcal systemn, which, trom the banks of the Nile, conveyed (o
country to country by commiroe, war, and comquest, invaded
all the old world; and which, modified by times, by crcum-
stances, asd by projudices, is still to be found among a handred
nations, and m&i;u. 1o this duy us the secvet and inseparablo
basis of the thewlogy of these even who despise and rejoct it,”

At these words, murmurs being heard in various zroupes: © 1
repent ik contsnued the contor. 1% '."i!( of Mrica! hence, for
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example, bas ariven among you the adoration of your Feteckes,
plants, animals, pebbles, bits of wood, before whech YOUr ancoss
tors would never have been so absurd as to prostrate thenwsel ves,
if they bad not seen in them talismans, partaking of the noture of
the stars®.  Nations of Tartary! this is equally the origin of your
«Harmousets, and of the whole train of nnineals with whick your
Chamans orexment their magic robes. Thix is the origin of those
igures of birds and serpents, which all the SAVAZC uations, with
mystic and sacred ceremonies, imprint on thoir skin, Indians !
it is in vain you cover yourselves with the veil of mystery: the
hawk of your god Vichenou ix but one of the theusand emblems
of the sun in Egypt, and his incarnations in a fish, boar, lior,
turtle, together with all his mwonstrous adventures, are nothing
more than the metxnorphoses of the same star, which, pussing
successively through the signs of the twelve animalet, was
supposed 10 assume their torms, and 10 act thvir astronomical
partsy.  Japanese! vour bull, which breaks the e of the
world, is merely that of the heavens, which, in times of vore,
opencd the age of the creation, 1he equinox of spring, Rab.
bios, Jews! lﬁ:l same ball & the Apis worshipped in Egype,
snd which your ancestors adered in the idol of the golden calf,
It is also vour bull, children of Zorosster! thar, saerificed in
the symbolic mysteries of Mithrs, shed a blood fertilizing 1o
the world, Lastly, your bull of the Apocalypse, Christinns!
with hix wings, lfw symbol of the air, bas no other ovigrin:
Your lamb of God, iminclated, like the bull of Mithra, for the
salvation of the world, is the self-same sun in the sigo of the
celestinl ram, which, in » subsequent age, openimg the equinox in
his turn, was deesaed 10 bave rid the woekd ol the retgn of evil, thae

* The ancient astrolegors, syt the most learned of the Jews [(Maimonide ),
baving smeredly sssigned to vach planct & codosr, 2o ashanl, & tree, 3 wetel, w frese,
» plact, Gurvned from thes all & fpure or represrasation «f Lho atew, tekiay cave 1.
seieet fur the prapase & proger mascnt, & fertunale day, veed an the conjuection
of Ac star, or simae other favosrabde sapret.  They concerred, thas by thee magio
coremmonies ey conM (etroeince inle fhowe figares oo Idals 1he icfacners of
the seperior beings after which they were modelicd. These were tae Wods that the
OuldeaSabenns sicoed; and in e perforwance of thel: weslip they wers
Sliged to be dovaned s Ghair groper cudowr,  The matrologers, by thelr practiees,
s intradeced idulstry, derirous of being regaaded o8 tHe Cupragrrs of the 1o
Vours of hraves ; mnd ax agriiulivre was the sobe enplayesent of 1he ancients, Lhey
s rded e Prosuadiog tham, Bt the puin aed olser Lisaning of the pensvne were
At thwir divposal, Thus the whale art of MIrTAkare wan excrgiaed by sules of
wrtrulogy, sed Lhe privsts made Lalisisacs of charms whick were o dvive wwny
vy, Bicw, &e.  Mavmeowiden, Nore-Nebwehim, pare 3, 0 29, X

The pricsts of Egvpt, Perdla, lndia, Aec. preended 1o Biad the Gode to el
Moy, asd o ke thean coie Grvm Beavea af 1heir plesrure. They thoeatened tha
san and imoae, If they were dicdediont, 10 revral 1he secret wysterivs, te shalke
e shiew, Ao, Ae. Fuwed Frocp. Beang. p. 108, cad fombiiue e Nysberils
Aaypt ’

t The Zodiso

I Thowe wrc the wery wonds of Tnnblicus de Synlo'wn Yy pliccun, €, 3, set. 7,
The vun was the grdud Prots un, 1Se wniversal mecamor phist.
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is to soy, of the serpent, of the lzlrgr snake, the mother of winter
and emblem of the Ahrimanes or Satan of the Persians, your in-
stitutors.  Yes, vainly does your impradent zeal consign idolaters
to the torinents of the Tartarus which they bave invented : the
whele basis of your system i nothing more than the worship of
the star of day, whose attributes you bave heaped wpon your
chied personage. Tt is the sun, whick, uoder the name of Ovus,
was born, like your God, in the amos of the cclestial virgin, and
passed through sn obscure, indigeat, and destitute childbood,
answering to the sesson of cold and frost. 1t is the sun, which,
under the name of Osiris persocuted by Typhon and and the
tyrants of the air, was put to death, Jaid in a dark temb, the em-
blem of the hemisphiore of winter, and which, rising afterwards
from the mferior zone to the bighest point of the heavens, awoke
triumpbant over giants and the destroying angele. Yo priests,
from whom the murmers proceed, you wear yourselves its signs
all over your bodies.  Your tonsure is the disk of the sun ; your
stole its Zodinc®; your resaries the aymbols of the stars and
pianeds.  Poutiffs and prelates ! your mitre, your crosicr, your
mantle, are the emblemss of Oxsiris; and that crucifix of which you
hoast the mystery, without cmnp«brnding it, is the cross of Se-
tapi. traced by the hands of Egyptian priests on the plan of the
figurative woeld, which, possing through the oquinoxes and the

bex, became the emblem of future life and resurrection, be-
cause it touched the gates of ivory and korn throegh which the
scul waa to in 115 way to heaven,”

Here the doctors of the different groups looked wirh astonish-
mant ot ove another, but neme of them breaking silence, the ora.
tor continued,

“ Three principal causes concurred to produce this confusion
of ideas, First, the necessity, on account of the imfant stage of
banguage, of making we of fgurative expressions to depict the
refations of things; expressions that, passmg afterwards from a
Empwf toa general, from a physieal to & moeal sease, occasioned,

"Lthci' equivocal and symonymows terms, a maltiplicity of mis-
Lakes,
“ Thus having at first said, (that the sum surmounted and passed

* The Avabe, says 1horodetas, shave thelr beads in & clrcle and asat e e
plon, bn bmitarson of Barchas (that b the sun,) who shaves Mimsedd, they sy, in this
wazaer. Jeovmsbak spreabs also of this custem. The tefl of hair which the Mado.
Bretais preseree, bn alee takon Gomn the sun, who was paintcd by the Eguplines of
e winter slaticn, s bavins et o single hair on his bead. The robos of the pod.
desa of Syvin and Dinoa of Lphewnn, foven whoece are borvewed the droms of priesss,
Pave e tecler animnls of 19¢ Zodae palnted on them,  Roverds are frond upon
»l! 1o ladima ok, corntrnrted mtre (then fonr thoumand yours ago: and Beir wee
In 150 waat has beem unirermal from rome snomemorial, The crosier s preciarty the
ahafl of Baootes or Oniris (5o Plate 1L0 AM 0 Lamas wear 1he mifre or oap in
the sbage of a cone, which wus an emblers of (he sun,
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in its course through the twelve animals, they afterwards sup-
posed it it combated, conquered, aud Killed , and from this
was composed the histarical life of Hevcules,

* Having said that it regalaed the peried of rural operatices
of seed time and of harvest; that it datnbuted the scosons, ran
through the climates, swayed the carth, &e. it was taken fora
legislative kg, & conqueriag warnor, agd bence they formed
the stories of Oxirix, of Bacchus, und other similar Gods.

* Having sa:d thata planet entered into = sign, the conjunction
was denominated a marriage, sdaltery, incest® : baving further
said, that it was buried, bocause it suuk below the horizon, re-
torned 1o Light and gaiued its state of emiscnce, they gave it the
epithet of dead, risea again, carvied into beaven, &e.

“ The second cause of confusion was the material figures
themselves, by which thoughts were originally pamted, and
which, under the name of hieroglyphics, or sucred characters,
were the first invention of the mind.  Thus to denote am inunda-
tion, and the mecessity of preserving omec's-self from it, they
painted a boat, the vessel Argo; to express the wind, they painted
a bird's wing ; 10 spocily the season, the month, they delmented
the bird of passage, insect, or animal, which made its wppearance
ut that epochi; 10 express winter they drew a bog, or a sarpent,
which are fond of moist and miry places. The conbination of
these figures had also & meaning, sad was substitated for words
and phrasest.  But as there was nothing fixod or precive in this

® These are the very words of Pletacch in M sccount of fubs 308 Gulrdy, The
 aay, o speeking of the geaeration of e Patrisrche, of ingreciwr af (s

ecm  Feoon his cwatiamal equivoque of sackest language, proceeds every silstake,

4+ Soe the examples cltod in Noge ¢ p

'1:‘-' teader will doubtlons sce, with plossure, seme exmsples of uaclent hicro.
BlypSiea

* The Egyptians [says Worapolle) reprosent etecuity by the figare of 1he un
and mowa, y desiguate the world Ly & bhlee £ owidh yellow wonlen (etars,
TLin the Chliwse Dvagoa). 1 ey were dedevar of exposssing the yone, they drve
& phtere of Juo, wive is sl b their language calied Sofhin, or Jog-aise, one of the
st oventetlations, by the rulng of which the your commcnces . lgs Lantiipthon g
Sain wan, 14 (s T I0at vine in the conaleltation of the ’3

* They wlos repeescal e yrar by o paln-iroe, and the month by oem of 2y
bennchen; becmuse it is the masire of 1hin tree o prodece a brased every monlh.
They farther repeersent it by te fusrih part of sn sere of lnad" (The whole sern
diviled sato focr dosoton the Musentile period of foar yosrn.  The slhrvviation of
Whis Srere of & Sold lo Fonr diviniens, s arvadeitly the eter Ax or Act, the peventh
b the Sumaciing alphabet; and la gosrsl oll the {vlhn of the 2lphabut are cwerly
Selrvoomical Bievagivpbios, and il bs fur this reassa that the mede of writing s
from vighs te WM, LKe Uhe march of the stary Jourt They devote o prophet by tha
bmnge of 2 deg. bocanes the dogustar (Ansnbie) by (ts rislog gives setice of the
Bnucdation, Noabl ke Hebeew signibon prophet —They erpesent Mmuedatios by
& o, becasse i 1akes place umdor 1hat sige: and hencr, eaye Plotased, the cuse
s of placing at the gaten of temples igurs of Lo -al weley mwing frem
Weir mautles «They eapress the of God wind Destimy by & star. They also
reprasent God, says Parphiyry, by & Black stenr, bocause bis sature is Sk and ob-
Stare. Al white things enprens the colovtial and luminows Gods - wll clreular sore

v
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sort of language, as the number of those figures and rheir com-
binations e excessive and burdensoms to the memory,
confasions and false interpretations were the first and obviows re-
salt, Genius baving afterwards inveated the mere simple art of
applying signs to sounds, of which the number is limited, and of
printing tho word instead of the thought, bicroglyplic picturce

the world, the moca, the vea, the dontinden: all seniciccular omer, 35 Bows and
orvecenan, 8o aleo descriptive of the moos. e and e Gods of Olympas, ey
repreneet by pyrwenids and obelishs: (the same of the son Foxl is fousd in the
Mtter word & the Jus, by & rose (e matre of Oulrie)s  the exnb, by & eplinder
(Wi revoivin) 1 the penerative power of 152 alr, by the fan, and at of the
eactd, by & triangle, emblom of the fommle crgua.  Eaed Lrom p 8,

* Cly, -(u,ll?a\ulu de Symbolis, mxt, 7, ¢, %) denotes matser, the
Eive ol unlromestel pawer, every thing which roceives Lt warnlh sod
taticn of life.

= A man “m‘f wpon the Lotws o Nomvplar, repevmats the maving spieit (the
sve), which, in Lhe meeoer a0 e plant ove in 1he water withont auy covsms.
nication with clay, exiots equally distinet from matber, svimming In «mply space,
restieg on (el e 1s ronad sl (0 al) (o parns, Bl the Joaves, the Bawers, aad
te fruit of the Dotoe.  (Birmasa Bas the cyin of the Lotor, sapy Chaster Neadisgen,
te desote b intelligrace:  Bla ryve avim over everw thing Lke the Bowers of the
Lotcs on the waters) A wan ot the belm of @ ship, sdds Lamblicus, 5 descriptive
of the son which govermo ail.  And Porphyry telle ue, that the sos ls abo e
sented by e man o » BIp rosting vpon 8 amphibieoss crecodiie (mb«.m
sed waler)

“ At Elphantioe, they wondioped the Sgare of 3 wan s & silling pesture,
peinted blue, having l\.'c7 Bendd o8 w coimy, and Gl Decre of & goet, which encom.
pumed & Ok ; ol which repreweated the sue and moea’s conjusction at the sien of
the rem | the blor colear descting 1he pawer of the movn ot Ihe perisd of juac.
ioh, W reisr waler imte chands,  Eweed, Precep. Eveng p 110,

“TSc bamk v an omblom of the san wad of light, oo seesun? of s repid
Might, and his poaring Sarg the highest vegions of the sir, where light abousda,

A BD Is the eeebiem of aversior, awd the Mppopefamar of vivdencs, bacause
02 I aadd te kil ts Sather and vavid its metBer.  Peade, says Pletarch, the smble.
wntical Snacription of the temple of Sain, whare wesce palstod ca the westibale, ),
Achild. 2 Aocld maa, 3 A bhawk. 6 ASS. 5 A hippopotamus; which sigeify,
I Eatrance (moy W) 2 Drpaeture, 3, Gedo 4. Hatrel. 5. Injustice.  (Ses
Fiis wad Ouivie)

“ The Egyptiaas, adds e, repersents the world by & Soaralens, hovause s in.
S0t paabas, 10 s Eevctivn comtrtey 10 Dhat in -hul it peocrods, u ball conmlnieg
its epgn, Justan the heaven of the Baed etare canie the pevodetion of 1he sen (1hs
yolk of an egy) iu an oppesite duiction to he oen,

" They csenl The world also by the sumber fira, being that of the elemants,
which, says Diodoons, soe earth, water, air, Boe, and vther o epvidwe, The lodaas
have 1he szmme sumber of (lemenss, sl sccerding e Macrobian's Mystics, they
aee e sapreme God, or primem modile, the inteliigence, or mess, hars of i, 1he
soul of the warld which procerds fram him, the cedostial spderes and all things tor
restrind. Weace, adds Flutaceh, the sonlogy Betwoon e Growk puate, five, sad

Jaw, obl
W e am says Be sguing ¥ s 1he emblem of Typhos, beewuse, like that saimal,
Be b of & prddiod codowr.  Noyg Typhon viguides whateves s of & or clayey

mature s wnd o Heboew | find the those wowds, (fup, ved, snd aur, 10 5 formed from
Ehe vamme root Awmr.  lamdiicos has farthe® teld wn, that cluy was the emblem of
mattey | aad he chwrmberr adls, that ol el sad correption prodecded from metier,
which mompared with the phrase of YWarvebicn, od! (s seriboble, lisble ta chavgr in
the redentind aphere, giers e 15 The ry, fat 7‘.v-xr>L thrn moval, of the et of
guod wnd oxil o f e gacicos *°
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wete, by means of alphabetical writing, brought into disnes ; and
from day to day ther forgotten significations wade way for a
variety of illusious, equivoques, RIKL CITORY.

« Lastly, the civil organization of the first states was a third
esuse of voufusion. Indeod, when the people began 10 apply
thetnselves 1o agriculture, the formation of the rarad calendar re-
quiring comtinual astroeomical obeervations, it was pecessary (o
chuse mdividuals whose proviace it should be to watch the ap-
pearance and setting of certain stars, to give motice of the return
of the inundation, of particular wisds asd rains, and the propec
time for sowing every specios of grain. These men, oo scovunt
of their olice, were exetpted from the cominon occupations, sud
the society provided for their subsistence. In this situation,
solely oocupied in making obwervations, they soon penetrated the

t phenotsenn of sature, and dived into the secret of vanous
of her operations, They becume acquainted with the course of
the stars opd planets; the connection which their abscnce and
roture had with the productions of the earth and the activity of
vegetation : the medicinal of vutritive properties of fruits and

lants s the action of the elements, and their reciprocal afinities.
ut s there were no means of communicatiog this knowiedge,
otherwise than by the paiuful and laborious oue of oral instruc-
tion, they imparied it culy 10 their friends snd kindred; ond
hence resulted 8 concentration of science i cectain fasilies, who,
o this account, assumed to theinselves exclusive privileges, and
u spirit of corporation and scparite dutinction falal 1o the public
weal, By this continsed swcoeasion of the sane labours and
enquirics, the progress of knewled e it w frec was bhasteved, bur,
the mystery that accompasivd i, the people, plunged daily in
the thickess darkmess, becoese more superstitious and wore slavish,
Seving human besngs produce cettain phenoitean, unsounce, e
it wete at will, eclipses and conits, cuw disenses, handle noxivas
serpents, the wpﬁo«d thetn to bave imtercourse with ecelesting
powees; and, to obesin the good or have the ills averted which
they expected from those powers, they sdapted these extravrdinary
husaan beings as wediators and interpreters,  And thas were
established in the very bosom of states, sacrvilegious corporations
of hypoeritical and decvitful men, who srvogated 10 themselves
every kind of power; and priests, Deing at ooce sslronoencs,
divines, naturalists, physicvans, aecrowancers, interpreters of the
gods, oracles of the poople, rivals of Kings or ther accomplices,
tostitated wnder the nauve of religion an evapire of wystery, which
to this very hour has proved rusnows to the nations of wonkind.”

At these words the praests of all the groupes interrupied the
eeator s with loud erios, they accused bin isphety, irreligion,
blaspbemy, and were uuwilling Le sbould proceel: but the legis-
lasors baving observed, 1hat what be related was merely & parra-
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tive of historical facts ; that if thoee facts wore falee or forged, it
would be an easy matter 1o refure thess: aod that if every oma
were not allowed the perfect liberty 1o declare Lis opinion, it
would be impossible to arrive at truth—he thus went on with his
discourse :

_* From all these causes, and the perpotaxl association of dise
wimilar idess, there followed a strange muss of disorders in
theolocy, morality, and tradition. Aed first, because the siars
yore represented by animals, the qualitics of the snuun's, their
likings, their sympathies, their aversions, were transfe red 1o the
Gods and supposed 10 be their actions. Thas the God fehxewseon
rasde war agninst the God erocodile ; 1he God wolf wanted 10 eat
the God sheep; the God stork devoured 1be God serpent; and
the Deity becsine a strange, whimsical, ferocious being, whose
idea mislod the Judgment of man, and corrupted both bis morals
and his resson,

“ Again, ax every family, every mation, in the spirit of its
worship adopted a particular star or constellation for its patron,
the :lﬂ'z'cfiom and astipathies of the emblemationl brute were
transfurved to the sectaries of this worships and the partisans of
the God dog were enemics to tbose of the God wolfs the wor-
shippers of the God bull abhorred those wheo fed upon beef, and
relizion became the authar of combats and animesitics, the sensec.
less caume of frenzy and superstitico.*

“ Farther, the mames of the animal stars having, en account of
this smine potronage, been conferred on mations, countries, moun-
teins, and rivers, those ohjects werw also taken for Gods: and
benew there arose a medley of geographical, histarieal, and my-
;hologknl beings, by which all imdition was involved i cote

usion,

“ In fine, from the ana of their supposed actions the plane-
tary gods h’an'ng been tn'k‘:?ﬁnr men, hlron. and Kings ; ‘;;ingu
aod heroes took in their turn the netions of the Gods for models,
ond became, from imitstion, warlike, conguering, sanguinary,
prowd, lascivious, indeolent; and religion consecrated the crimes
of despots, and perverted the principles of governments,

Secr. IV, Fowrth systew ; Worskip of Two Principles, or
Dyalism,

“Meanwhile the astropomical priests, enjoving in their temples
peace amd abundance, made every day fresh progress in the sei-

_ R —

* Thewe aro peaperly the woeds of Pistarch, whe relages that those vaross wor.
shlpe were given by 2 Kiag of Eey it 1o the 2iffconar trwos 1o dautite aed enslave
them (a0l theme Kluge Med txen Sakes frem 10¢ et of el See Jole cad
Coivia
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ences; nnd the system of the world gradaally displaying itself be-

befure their eyes, they stated successively various {_\'polhmu s

w0 its agents and effects, which became so many systesas of the-
\'.

« The navigators of the maritisne eations, and the caravans of
Asiatic aad Afvican Nowades, having given them a knowledge of
the earth from the Fortunate Isdsnds to Serica, and from the Bal
sic to the sources of the Nile, they discovared, by a comparison of
the different Zoees, the rotunliny of the globe, which gave rwe
ton nev theory, Observing that all the operations of Nature,
?hn.r:ng the annaal period, were susumed up in two princ | ones,

of producing amd that of destroying; that upon 'm major
rt of the globe, each of these operations Was equally accom-
plishod from one 10 the vtber equinox; that i to sy, that duriag
the six mosths of sumimes all was in a state of procrcation and in-
crease, and during the six months of wiater ail in a state of Jax-
guor and nearly dead, they supposed nature 1o contain two con.
trary powers always struggling with and resisting e« h other;
and considering fn the ssine light the ccleatial sphere, they di.
vided the pictures, by which they roprescuted it, into 1o Lzlvea
or hemumpheres, so that those constellations which oppeured in
the samsoer heaven formed a diroct and saperior viugiee, and
those in the winter heaven an opposite and inferior one.  Now as
the summer constellations were aoccompanied with the senson of
long, warns, amd unclouded days, together w.th that of fruits and
barvests, ]hpy were devmed to be the powers of |i;{hl. fN*l"zdh}.
and creation and by trausition from & physical to 2 moral sees-,
to be Genii, anguls of seleace, boneoonuce, purity, virtue : in 1iky
manner the winter constellations, being attonded witk long nights
and the polar fogs, were rogorded as gonii of darkness, desirec-
tion, death, and, by similar transition, as angels of wickedness,
ignorance, sim, vice. By this disposal heaven was divided inte
two domains, two factions; aad the analogy of human idoas
opened already o vast carcer 1o the Rizbts of imagination ; bat a
icolar circamstasce determined, if it did net cccasion, the
mistake and illusion. (Coosult Plate 11, at the cnd of ihe vo-
Jame.)

« In the projection of the celestial spbore drawn by astromom’-

cal priests®, the Zodiac amd the constellations dmposed in a eir-

» The asciers priests bind thres lads of sphases, which it may beuacful 19 rnia
Prown 8o the ronsir

W rend ia Dasching” swps Tarphyry, * that Loromber was the Girst who, bav
1og Sned upan & cavem prensanti situated in the mosatabas adjacenl to Per,
foemed the Hen of consecrnting W o Wighen (the wan), crentor and fatber of o0
Whiage; that i 5o sey, bavieg wedc o the cavere ssversl grometrion! division,

4

prpremniing e coace s cad e ot rmin, B mitated sa & small sosle the onder
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euler order, presented their halves in diametrical pposition : the
winter hemisphere was adverse, coutrary, opposite to, being the
Ano:iJm:!r- of, ‘bat of summer, By the contsnsed metaphor these
woras were converted into a moral sense, and the ndverse angels
and Gonii beenice vebels and enemies.® Froso that period the
ole astronamical Listory of the constellation was turned into a
political bistory ; the beavens become a buman state, where every
thing beppencd as it doos on carth.  Now s the existing states,
for the st part despotic, bad their wonarchs, and as the suy
was the apparent sovereszn of the skios, the summer bemisphore,
{ainpre u}’righr). ond its constellations (s nation of white angels),
bad for king an enlightened, intolligent, crevtive, besign God;
and as every rebellions faction must bave its chief, the besmis.
phere of winter, the sublerranecous empire of darkoess snd woe
rogetber with its stars (a notics of black angols, ginnmocdmmust
bad for a leader n malignant Genivs, whose Part was wsigned,
by the different people of the earth, to that star which appeared

T

oad dispusitoon of the smivesse by Bithes,  After Zoromstes, it bocame & custom to
Cousrcrate caveves for the crledyalion of Sepstersen: a0 dbal io like waaoer as tom.
ples werw desicniod o 1he Gudn, raral $liars to begoes and Bovrentrial deitios, &e.;
Mabterrascons abeeits "o lnfernald deitien, se caveres sod Sroltom wore commcrated
10 the wogld, te 1he ureverye, aed Lo tae rrmpha; wmad from beace Pythagoras snd
91200 bars e od 20 Liben Wealllag e carth & Cvern, s oavw, e Fadra Npwpdoram,

Such wis che Grat gocjo than of the spdere in relief) thosgh the Peysiaas gve the
Beaour of the ivoatum 1o Zueouater, of i Goudilene due o the Egypdians | for we
WAy sappans, fovwn this prujection beisg 15e saost simple, that 2 wes the most
Sacient § e cavertes of Thobes, fall of similar Piitures, toad 10 streogthon Wi
e,

The fullowing was the wocond peviortian % The prophels or hieeophaats,' -y
Blabiop Syuncaive, = who bad borm (mtieted fn the By sterian, 40 DOt praTait the com.
on vorkows 8 frm SMods o images of the Godi; Lol they dewcond hemartises
izte the sacred cavee, whesy ey have comcrnbod cudiers CORtaliing cortasm opdirses,
wron whick they coustruct thwee images secrvtly sod without the keowlelpe of the
people, whba despioe simple sivd satowad hings, s0d wish far ;tvdxu wed fabie ™

(N e daled.) T s, the et prinwts had aneilisy spheres bike ten;
ond this pasage, which s well agroes with that of hurvmeva, Pves o the by vo
wll thewr Baondogiral sitodogy.

Lastly, ey 8ad Kad wedels of the pature of Plate 11, with this diforcnre, e
Bhey worw of & voxy complicated satenr, baring vrry Sctiteons divieion of decan
A0 % subdocnn, with tiy Rieroghyplile sizw of theie informee. Riecher bas given ws
& cupy uf v of hers in bis Egyptien Uldipus, sad oybelin » Bipured fragment i
b & of (he culvnder (amir the saie of the Egyptian Zodise). The anclent
gy ptines, saye the mbndoger Julins Firm ws {Aotron. I sl Ud, v o M4,
diviee the onch sige of the Zoline sate Thive sections ;. and eard sovtion woe wider
tae dbetioe of 4o imaginary Yinz, whom they calied Dlocaw, o chicf of tem; 9o
I there wire thove decais & meotth, and 1k iy thavc a yeur. Now thew
was weie dise cadhed Erde SH 300 ), regulate the desliaies of waakind and ey
were plecd partioninly fe crvtaln stars, They afterwards lmngived in overy ten
There wibey gedds, »bom tiwy called Ardifers [ w0 el there wove sl G ooy
maetb, aad thowe wire farther Sovided iole ws mficite mamder of porrrr.  (The
Provsmes and ludiors marde their Spheres on sanilar plase ; aed if « pctane therend
wee 10 b degen from the deseripiivm Even by Sealiger at tbe end of *Manilive, ™
w o abowld Aol in it @ complite vaslamttiug of |l lieogtyphics, for cvery antiele
firen aza

-
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to thews the most remarkable, In Egypt it was origiually the
Scorpion, the first wign of the Zodiae after the bnlasice, and the
boary chief of the wiutry signe: then it was the bear or the polar
ase, ealled Typhoa, that is to say, deluge®, on accoun: of the rains
which poared down upon the earth dariog the dominioa of that
star., Jo Persin, st & subsegueut pesioilt, it was the serpent,
which, under the nome of Abmmanes, formed the bos's of the
systeun of Zoroater; and it is the same, Christians and Jews, thaet
i become vour serpent of Eve (the colestial origin), and that of
the cross: inboth enses the esblem of Sarsn, the great adverwary
of the Ancient of days, sung by Dasiel. 10 Sy rit it wae the bog
or wild boar, euemy of Adenis, becsuse fn that country the offica
of the Northern bes was made to devolve npon the ansmal wheose
fondness for wire and dirt is emblematical of winter. Andit ™
for this reason that you, children of Meosex and Maliomet, bold
this amimal in obhorrenee, in imitation of the priests of Memphis
and Balbee, who detested bia ss the murderer of tbeir God the
cun. This is likewise, O Indians! the type of your Chib-er,
wheeh wos once the Plato of your brethren the Groekse 20d Ha-
muns 3 your Brama also, (Gorl the ereator,) i only the Persian
Ormmzd, and 1be Osiris of Egypt, whose very naime expresses a
erentive power, prodecer of forus. And these Gode were wor-
skipped in & mauner analagoes to theie real or fetitious attr.
bires, and this worship, on scceunt of the Jitforence of its objects,
was divided into two distinet bmunches, In one, the Lewign God
received 3 worship of joy and love, whence are derived all reli-
gioes acts of a gay natuces, festivals, dances, banquets, offerings
of flowers, milk, hover, perfames; in o word, of everything thae
delisrhits the sesses and the soul. 1o the other, the walign God,
on the costrary, reccived a wonsbip of fesr and pain; whence

— —_

® It was for 1his reassn the Persians alompy wrote e s of Adimaner la.
vagted thuy, ssemugyY.

Tiphoa, premsasced Touphan by the Gooehs, it precieely the Towplan of the
Arsie, shich siguifics defage 1 acd theoe deluges = wyChodogy wre sollaeg ware
thaa whater med She rulon, or the overdowing of the Nilej » tinr pretended Fres
whieh are 1o dostrey Dre world, are slingly the summer so@eoL, Al i85 bs for thin
resesn That Aritutic (e NWeloor LB, 1, . 8iv.]) mys, that Uhe whator of the greas
?\ik your bn o delugey wad it somiecr a coudngratios, * The Egyptianc,” sayy

« Puaphyey, ** cmpley cvery yoas  talivmas I resmwessbeance of The workd : ol the e,
et solatace they wark thear bowses, Bocks, and Lrecs with red, vappesiag thaten thal
day the whole world Bad Levn sct on Bev, 16 was ainw ot e anme perwsd that they
ceithirated the pyrric or fre dance.” (Aud this ilinstrates the wrigin of purifesiivie
by fioe and by water o for baviog Levnanbaated 1he trope of Cancer the gate of
Desven, and of geoml Deat of celestinl fire, sad tat of Caprieryn the pate of urloge
ocof waler, it wan imapiaed That the spiniis of souls why passnd thevuph Uese
gates bn their way 1o and Lom beaves, were rocsfed o Bafbed ; bemoe the baptivm
of Mithen, ond the prosage thivegh Hames, winerved throegivut the Eat Joog b
fore Monen.)

1 That e whem the ram beowme the equinen’al sige, o¢ pother, whee the el
tirs € the sharn shrwed Ubot 3F was 00 louger the Dull. M€ Note ® p. 100,
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eriginated all religious acte of the sombre kind ;* tears, gried,
mosrning, self demial, bluml-«ﬂ'u’ing-. sod ercel sacrifies,

“ From the some source flov o the division of terrestriol bei
iato pure nmd iopure, sucred or ubowminsbie, secording ox their
Species was found snoog the respective constellations of the two
Gods, and made o part of theiy Jouuin-. This produced, on one
Bend, the super-tions of pollation snd purification; sud on the
other, the protended efieacions virtnes of amulets and teliamans.

“ You now understand,” continged (1o orator addressing him-
self to the Indiams, Perviaus, Jows, Christians, and Mussulinans:
" You mow understand the origin of these ideas of canbats nnd
tebollion, which cqually pervsde your respective  myibology,
You perevive what s meant by white and Llack angels; by the
cheruls and seraphs with besdls of an «agle, a lion, or nimll;
the Deas, devile or demons with Lorne of goots and 1ails of
*nakes; the thromes oud deminiens, ranged in seven orders or

cradations, Jike the soven epheres of the dances: all of them

ings acting the sume parts, pastaking of ILQ same atiribuies i
the Vedas, the Bibles, or the Zendavesta: whether their chief be

uzd or Brams, Typbon or Chibeen, Michael or Satan; whe.
ther their form be that of Ziants with a Eundred srms and feet of
t i, or that of Gods metnworphosed into lious, storhs, hal
::Ienlx. s lbo.-y appear m the sacred 1ales of the Greeks an ¢
Egyptiaus : yoa petceive the successive genealogy of these idess,
asd how in proportion to their remoteness from their sources,
aad ne the mind of man became refined, their gross forins were
purified, and reduced 16 a state less ehocking and repulsive.

“ Bal, just os the Eystewn of two oppaosite peinciples or deition
eriginated in that of symbols ; it the same manser you will find
& Bew aywtem spring out of this, to which it served in its tern as
& & foundation and support,”

Sxer. Vo Mystical or Moral Worekip, or the System o a
Future State, :

“ Ix reality, when the valgar beard talk of a new beaven and
ezotber world, they soon gave a body to these fictions ; they
erected om it a solid stage and real rccnes; and their notions of
peogmaphy and astronowy sorved to streogtben, if they did not
give rise 1o the allesion,

* Ou the one band, the Plenicias navigators, those who passed

® AN the secient feszivale Teupeeting 1he returm and cxaltation ¢ the sun were
of iy tlumcb.- beoce the Aidaris of the Roman cxlesdar st the poriod of e
Fomege (Pascha) of the vepnad X, The desces Wore imitations of the march
of e planats, o he Dvivioes anill sepresent it 80 thie doy.
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the pillare of Herenlos to fetch the ter of Thale and the
amber of the Baltic, rolated that at the extremity of the world,
the boandaries of the ocean (the Mediterrunean), where the
sus seds 1o the countoies of Asm, there were fortunate islands,
the abode of aa everdasting spring; and at & farther distance,
byperboresn regions, placed usder the eantly (relatively to the
tropies), where veigoed an cternal night.* From these stories,

ly anderstood, and no doubt confusediy related, the imagina-
tion of the people composed the Elysian Fields T, delightiul
sports in a world bolow, bavieg their heaven, their san, au:lbt{r
sars: and Tartarus, a place of darkness, humidity, mire, and
chilline frost. Now, inasmuch as mankind, inquisitive about all
that of which they are ignorant, and desirous of o protracted
existenee, had already exerted their facalties raspectiog what was
to become of them after death, imsswuch, as the had early
ressoned upon that principle of life which snimates the body, and
which quits it without changing the form of the body, and had
conceived 10 themselves airy substances, phastoms nnd shades ;
they loved 1o believe that they should resume in the subterranean
world that life which it was so painful to lose ; and this abodo np-

red commadious for the reception of those beloved objects
which they could not lim:rul o themselves 1o ronocunce.

« On the othee band, the astrological and philosophical priests
told such stories of their heavens as perfectly quadrated with
these fictions, Having, in their metapborical language, deno-
minated the cquinoxes and solstices the gates of heaven, or the
entrance of the seasoss, they explained the terrestiial phenemena
by saying, that through the gate of born (Girst the ball, aftee.
wards the ram,) vivifying fires desceaded, which, in sprieg, gave
life to vegetation, and aquatic Spirits, which caused, at the sol-
stice, the overflowing of the Nile: that through the gate of ivory,

sriginally the Dowman, or Sagutaros, then the Balance,) and
through that of Copricorn, or the umn, the emanations or infinences
of the heavens returned to their source and reascended to their
origin; and the Milky Way which prssed through the doors of the
solstices, secmed lolﬁm to have been placed there oa purpose to
be their rond and vedicie & The celostial scene farther presented,
according to their Atlas, n wver (the Nile, designated by the
windings of the Hydra); together with a barge (the vessel .‘rm\

and the dog Sivias, both besring relation 1o that river, of whic

they foreboded the overllowing, These circumstances, added to

———

® Nights of sis svonthe daration,
+ AN the Phasician or Heboew lunguage signifes dancing asd joyoes,
Y1 See Nwred, Som. Scip. 2. 12 -wQVou *p 10, s
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the preceding ones, increased the probability of the fiction : and
thus, to arrive at Tartarus or Elysium, souls were obliged to cross’
the rivers Styx and Acheron, in the boat of Charon the ferryman,
and to pass through the doors of horn and ivory, which were
guarded bly the mastiff Cerberus, At length a civil usage was
Joined to all these inventions, and gave them consistency.

“ The inhabitants of Egypt having remarked that the putrefac-
tion of dead bodies became 1o thoir irming climate the source of
pestilence and disenses, the custom was ntroduced in a groat
uumber of states, of burying the dead at a distance from the in.
babited districts, in the desert which lies at the West, To arTive
there it was nocessary (o cross the canals of the river in a boat,
and to pay & toll to the ferryman, otherwise the body, Temaining
suburied, would have been left & prey to wild beasts, This
Customn saggested to ber civil and religious legislators, & powerful
means of affecting the manners of hor inhabitants ; snd dreasing
savage and uacultivated men with the motives of filial pie? and
reverence for the dead, they introduced, as a necessary con ition,
the andergoing that previous trial, which should decide whether
the deceased deserved 10 be admitted upon the footing of his
family honours iuto the black city. Such an idea too well sce
corded with the rest of the business not to be incorporated with
i : it accordingly entered for sn article into religious creeds, and
hell bad its Minos and its Radamanthus, with the wand, the chair,
the guards and the urn, afler the exact model of this civil transac.,
tion. The Divinity them, for the first time, became a sabject of
moral and political consideration ; a leguslator, by so much the
more formidable as, while his judgment was final nnd his de-
erees without appeal, he was unapproachable to his subjects,
This mythological and fabulous creation, composed as it way of
seattered and discordast parts, then became a source of foture
punishment and rewards, i which divine justice was supposed to
correct the vices and errors of this trassitory state. A spiritual
and wystical system, such as [ have wentioned, acquired so much
the more eredit as it applied itwelf to the mind by eVery Argue
ment suited to it,  The oppressed looked thither for an indemsnie
fication, and eatertained the comsoling Bope of vengeance; the
oppressor expected by the costliness of bis offerings to secure (o
bimsell ispunity, and ot the sume time employed this prisciple
1o Luspire :Le valgar with timidity ; Kings and priests, the heads
of the people, saw in it a new source of power, s they reserved
ta themsclves the privilege of awarding the favours or the censure
of the grest Judze of all, necording 1o the opinion they should
wieulente of the odiousness of crimes and the meritoriossness of
Yittea,

= Thus, thon, an invisibe amd imaginary world entered inte
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competition with that which was real. Sach, O Persians ! was
the orizin of your resovated earth, your city of reswrreclicn,
Klmd ander the equator, and distinguished fram all other cilies

this singular artribute, that the bodies of its inhabitants cast no
-de.‘ Such, O Jews and Christines ! disciples of the Persiany,
was the source of your mew Jerusalem, your paradise and your
heaven, modelled w the astrological beaven of Hermes.
Meanwhile, vour hell, O ye Mussalmans! a subtnmn(ou-r[il
surmounted by a bridge, your balance of souls and good works,
vour judgment proscusced by the angels Monkir and Nekir,
derives its attributes from the siysterious ceremonics of the cave
of Mithrat; and your heavem is exactly coincident with that of
Osiris, Ormudz, and Praos.”

® Thive is on This sabject 3 pamsage o Plataech, o0 Interesting snd -:rmt-cy‘
of the whole of this system, that we sdall cile it eulice. Having shncrved that the
theary of good sed evil had at oM Times xcupied the attguton of philusopheis
and l‘nhgm-. S odds: * Nany wep Wheve 10 be 1n% Gods of oppinils in-
elinationy, car delghting in goed the ocher bn evil; the firut of thewe is called pas.
tiemtnrly by 1he waiue of God, the seooad by that of Gewies o Demca,  Zorowster
has deomlonted 1hey Oromaie asd Abrimance, aod b said that, of whaterer
falls wader the coguizance of cur sendes, Bght ks the Bect represrctation of the war,
9 Surkncrs aad ignorscie of the other.  Hle mdds thai Mithrs is an lutermedinte
telng, sod it is for this conson that the Provians call Mithra the medioflor or inders
wodiator, Fark of these gods Sas Jistinct plasets snd solmals cossecrvicd 1o hing
for example, doga, Mirds asd holge boge, belanging 1o the guad Geoelag, sed 2l
aqeathe aninale te the evil ane.

“ The Persians slo say, 1hat Oromaae wae born or formed 0ut of the purest
Yight; Ahrimanes, on the coulrary, oot of the thickeat darkoom ;| that Overonre
woade nin Gods os gonnd a5 hisaclf, and Absitatcs vppined v Man wx wickold oo
that Orommze sfiersards malniphind Blnaclf thooctold (Home Trismogutes), aad
remeved 10 & distasee s romete from the sun as the snw i romate fiom e earth;
et ke Where foemed viary, and mmosg others, Syriwn, which be placed ln the
Beavens as 3 poard nad continel.  He wade abse tuvoty fonr other Gods, which e
incloned i anegg s Sut Abclmancs created na cqual memler on bis puot, whe beolle
the egp, madd fru thal somsent goond sad ovil were miced (s the walverse),  But
Adriwiancs Is ose duy to be conquercd, and the oarth 10 e ade sgual sad smscth,
tat ol maen g live happy

Thwopocpure sddy, fooem the Books of 1he Magh, rhat one of theswe Gode reiges in
Teen every Theee Thosaand yosrs, durlug whach the viber is Sept in subjection | that
they sfterwards contoad » (8 cqual wonpons Suring = slmilar poartion of the, bt
that o the vnd the ovil Gendus wild fll [acver 10 riee agein)l. Thea omea will be.
come happy, sad their banlies o0t w0 shiade, The God who meditates 2]l thewn
things soclines st povacst In sepuwe, waillng 01 30 aball be pleasad 10 execuce
e ™ (S Lol wad Guivia),

These is o appaseat albegoey throsgh the whole of thiv paisage  The egg in the
Soed apbovr, the wonld ; the vic Gode of Ovsonase dre the win sigus of samonce, those
of Abrimanes Phe ix signs of wiater. The forty et vtber Gads e 1he ety
oglt cosatcliatiecs of the maciewt sphere, divpled equilly betwern Abrimancs and
Oosovare, The office of Syrics, an guard sod ceotioed, toll va that e wrginof
Uhone idens wak Egyplinn : Foaliy, the exporsnan that the sarrh is to bevvene ogval
aod seeott, snd Al the bodies of happy boiag? tre te a2t oo thade, pruves it
e wgantor wasdonoiderod 2 shair trae paisdiv,

t e e caves whind prorats rvery whime conrtracted, they erlelanted syuniee
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Secr. VI Sixth Syetem: The Avimated World, or Worskip of
the Universe wnder diffevent Emblems,

“ Wuiek the nations were losing themaelves in the dark lahy-
rinth of mythology and fabies, the physiological priests, pursuing
their fudies and enquiries abont t{w order and disposition of the |
vniverse, came to fresh resulis, aod set up fronh systems of
powers and moving causes,

“ Loog confised to simple sppearances, they had only seen in
the motion of the stars an uaknewa play of luminous bodies,
which they suppesed to roll round the earth, the central point of
all the lpftﬂm: but from the moment they had discovered the
rotundity of our planet, the comsequences of this first fact lod
them to other considerations, and from inference to inference they
roes to the highest conceptions of astronomy and physics,

“ In truth, having conceived the enlightened and vimple idea,
that the celestna]l globe is a small cirele nscribed in the greator
circle of the heavens, the theory of the concentral circles na-
turally presented itself to their bypothesss, 1o resolve the un-
knowa circle of the terrestrial globe by knewn points of ihe
celestial cirele; and the measure of eno or several qr:,qru‘s of the
meridinn, gave precisely the total circumference. Then taking
for compass the diameter of the enrth, a fortunate gevios de-
scribed with nuspicioss boidaces the immense orbits of 1he hes.
vens; aad, by am unheard of ahsiection, men, who scarcel
peoples the grain of sand of which be is the inbabiteat, esmbrace
the iofinite distances of the stars, and lnuncled bimself into the
abyss of space and daration, There » new arder of the universe

esented itsell, of which the petiy globe that be inhabited no
r:ngﬂ appeared to him 1o be the centre : this importart part was
lrlnsfmeS(:) the encrmous mass of the san, which becare the

which comsinted (says Ovigen sgaimat Celons) in imitsticg the motion of the staes,
the plancts, nad the braress.  The Initlated tosk the same of conptelintions, snd
sasezeed the figares of anlmals, Oue was & lan, soethber o caven, sad s thod &
s, Hesce e uee of sk bathe finnt repormentation of 10 disme, See Jaf.
Devoile, v i g. 244, * In the mywtevies «f Cennn, 1he ehief in the procendien
eallod himaelf the crendor ; INe beacer of the torch wan dexcaduntsd the sea i the
person searest the alter, the mocn: the Rera'd or devran, Mervnry, In Egspt there
was & fentival In which the ses and women ceprescrtiod the year, the wgv, the wa.
soms, the different parts of the dry, aod they wa'ked Je pooresalon after Nacedos,
Athen lib v. e 7. 1o the cavo of Mithrs was o ledidir with seven siegs, reporsent.
lng cthe sven sphoves of Bhe plasets, by mexns of which seule sarvnded 304 de.
seended, This is preciely e Maddor la Jacob s visicm, ol eh sisawe that o1 that
rpocha the whele wprton wan foracd, Thesr is W the Freeeh Yiag's ey o ve.
v vodume of pietores of e Tndine Code, m which 05 1280 b reprermned with
e soule of men moseting 0.* y S
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REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES, ns

infamed pivot of eight circamjncent spheres, the movements of
which were henoeforward submitted to exuet calenlation.®

“ The busaan mind had alrendy done a great deal, by under-
taking to resolve tho dspesition snd order of the great beings of
nature; but not contentod with this fisst effont, it wished also to
resolve it mechanism, and discover its origin and motive privci-
ple.  Awd bereit is that, involvod in the abstract and metapliysi-
cal depihs of motion and its Grst cause—al the fuberont of cuns-
municated propertics of madter, together with s succossive
forms and extent, or, in other words, of boundless space and time,
these physiological divimes lost themselves in a chacs of subtle
arguments and scholastic controversy.

“ The nction of the sus upen terrestrial bodies, having first
led them to consider its substance ss pure aid clessentary fire,
they vande it the focus and reservoir of an ocean of sgncous and
Jumimous fluid, which, under the namse of ether, filled the uni-
verse, and nowrished the beings contnined therein.  They after-
wards discovered, by the anslysis of a more accurate philesophy.
this fire, or a fire similar to it, entering into the composition of all
bodies, and peroeived that it wos the grand agent 1a that spow-
tancous mwotion, which in onisuals s denominated life, and in
plaots vegetation. From hence they were led to conceive of the
mechanism asd action of the universe, 2 of a homogencous
wiloLE, & single body, whise parts, bewever distant in place, vl
a reciprocal connection with each othert ; and of the world as a
living substance, aninmted by the organical cirewlation of an
igncous or rather electrical fuds, which by an nmalozy borrowed
from men and animals, was supposed to have the sun for its

lwnn‘f.
« Meanwhile, amoag the theological philesophiers, one sect be-
ginning from these principles, the resaltof expersment, said : That

® Comult (he ancieat astronomy oF I Tilly, xed yea will Sad owr amvertions
respeeting the kuowledge of the pricwts nmply proved

1 Thowe see the vory woods of Jambiices, Ihe Npot. Loxp.

1 The wvare | comsuder ahat the wncwols anderitosd by ofbor nnd spirit, and whet
the Tndinng eoll sbacla; the strvmger do 1 fAnd the amabogy betucen I8 and slictel
el Boid. A lomirsss fluld primciple of wanath and motiea, pervading the wal.
verse, (orming 1he matter of The stasw, haviaz swall rowed pastabes, which jevine-
ate themarives into badien, and Gl) 1hem by Slating teell, c'lluu extemt what it
will, what can raore stroegly resvalbde cloctricity !

§ Natursd phllosopbers, wys Maceabiins, rall the san e hoart of the worid,
Saw. Scrp. e, 20 The Egyptiaas, says Plutaech, calls the Last the fare, e Neorth
thae righd s, and the Sowth the deft pide of Dhe workl, Secaus eer the henrt in
plared, They cootisually compare (he univere to & mas sl benere e eele.
brated microrass of the Aldymiste.  We abuarve, by the bys, that the Alchymiste,
Cabaluts, Froemasons, Magnctiocrs, Martisiats, sad every other seell saet of &)
sronaries, are haz the wistakes disciples of this saciont sebaals we say mistaire,
becwase, ln apite of thes pecicmions, the thread of the pecall sticirine i daken,
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pothing was annibilated in the woeld : that the elements were
unpersbable: that they ehanged their combinations, hat not
their paturo ; that the lifo and desth of beings were nothing more
than the varied modifications of the same aroms; that matter
costained in iteell properties, which were the cause of all its
modes of existing; that the world was cternnl®, baving no
bounds cither of space ar durstion, Others said « That the
whole universe was God : and, according 10 thew, God was at
once effect and cause, agest and patient, moving prisciple and
thing moved, having for laws the invarisble roperties which
constitute Muality : and they designated their i«l’;n sometimes b
the emblem of Fax (the Guiear ate): or of Jupiter, with a stx
front, a planotary body, and feet of saimals ; or by the syvinbal
of the Orphic eggt, whese yolk suspended o the middle of a
liquid eucompassed by a vault, represented the globe of the sun
swanming in ether in‘the middle of the vault of beaven?: or by
the emblem of & large vound serpent, figurative of the beavens,
where they placed lﬁo first rinciple of motion, and for that .
son of an nxure colour, studded w14 gold spots (the stars), and
devouring his til, that is, re-entening into blmseil, by winding
continually like the revolution of the spheres ; or by the emblem
of a man, with his feet pressed and tied together to desote im-
mutable existence, covered with & montle of all colonrs, like the
appearanco of nature, sod vearing o hix head » sphere of gold§,
figurative of the sphere of the planets: or by that of anether
man somotinses seated upon the Hower of Leotos, borne upon the
abyss of the waters; »t others reclined upon & nile of twelve cosk. - -
ions, signifying the tvelve celestial s gns. Awd this, O uations
of India, Japan, Stam, Thibet, aud China ! # the theology, which,
invented by the Egyptians, has boen transmitted down amnd pre-
setved among yourselves, in the pictures you gave of Brama,
Beddou, Sommwanacodom, and Omite, T i, O ye Jews and
Christians ! is the counterpart of an opinion, of which yoa have

—

 Sew the Pytbagoreas Ovells Lucarss. 4 Vide aip, Xeypt. ora 11 .0

+ This comparison of the snn with 1he yolk of an opp pefern, 1, To 6 rovnd sad
y-b'r- Sigwe; 2 To its contrad shivplica; 3 To the Srrm or printiple of life con.
aed e the yolk, Moy wct the aval form of the c;{ allnde 3o the cllipsis of the
oche ;Do lnlined to this opusen. The word Ovphic ulffers & farthee obeerve.
tioa.  Macroblus saye (Som e L, and ¢ 20), (hat the o is the Bruim of 1he
Vhiverse, and that il i fovon wealogy Ak The shull of 3 bymas beuag s rownd, hke
Ibe phanct, 1he seal of incrliigense.  Now the woed Ovph (with ain) siguchen in Bl
Beew the bewin nod its weat (eerein); O6 bews, hen, b e same as Bedon or Fasts;
W the Bomars ape thowe very (\'plmotxo\ Pletarch repoosrnts s quacks, whe ate
oo meat, vended talivma s, sad Lk stones, abd deccived (odividuale, sod revn e
vernmests thanwlves, Seca loarsed meosoigel Frevef sar fes Orptiqenn, Acad,
des Ionerip ved %1, im ite,

§ 3ee Perphyry (s Bundive. Prop, Beon, hd. 2 p. 105,
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retained a certain portion, when vou describe God as the breark
of h{o moring wpou the fuce of the waters, alluding to the wisd®
which at the origin of the world, that is, at the departure of the
-ﬁxn’u feom the sign of the Crab, announced the overflowing of
the Nile, and scemed to be tlre prelimisury of creation.”

Secr. V1L Secenth System : Worship of the Sour of the Wonio;
that is, the Element of Fire, the Vital Priaciple -
of the Universe.

» But n third sect of the theological philosophers, disgusted
with the {dcs of a being ot ouce offect and cause, agent sud pa-
tient, nnd uaiting in oae and the same nature all coatrary artrie
butes, distinguished the moviug priaciple from the thing moved ;
and laying it down s a datuzsa that matier was in iteell mert, thoy
preteaided that it received its propertics from & distinet agent, of
which it was only the envelope or case. Some made this agent
the igneous principle, the acknowledged suthor of ull moton g
others made it the tlaid called ether, beeause it wis thought to be
more active and subtde: now, s they denotainated the vital and
motive principle in animals, a soul, n spirit; and ax they always
reasoned by comparisce, and particalarly by comparisen wilh
husnan existence, they gave 1o the wotive prmciple of the whole
universe the name of soul, intelligence, ulmi!; and God was the
vital spirit, which, diffused through all being, aninsated the vast
body of the world, This idea was ropresented sometisacs by
Jupiter or You-piter, easence of wotion and amimsstion, principle
of existence, or rather existence tself 4 ; at other times by Vals
ean, of PLtha, elementary principle of fire, or Ly the altar of
Vestn, phaced contral!y in her temple, like the sun in the xpheres 5
nud again by Kueph, o bumns being dressed in deop Llee, Lolnling
in kis hawds a sceptre and a girdle (the Zodinc), wearing on hs
bead a cap with feathers, 1o express the fugaeity of thought, and
producing from his outh the grest eggl.

* As a consequence from this system, every beisg containin
W jtself & portion of the igaeous or ciberinl ? id, the unive uﬁ
and coumpon mover ; aod that Auid, soul of the world, beiny the
Deity, it followed that the souls of all heings were a part of God
hinself, partaking of all Lis attribates, that i%, being an divi-

® The Novihom ar Fiivimn wind, vhich commences rogularly ol the salstics with
e incndatica

t TN b 00 tewr prosuteatme of the Juptnr of the Lotise, This i« e vig.
Wihiviizn of the vard Vew, Soe wote i Sallow 82 Nvader commencieg * Swd
is 19 tims proanacistion of D N sk ol thy o

P Sewmic .
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sible, sfmple, and immortal substanes: and bence is derived the-
whole syatean of the imanortality of the soul, which as first was
cternity®. Henco also ity transmigrations kmown by the nsme
metempsychonis, that is o say, passage of the vital prisciple from
ome body to sucther; an idea which sprang from the read trans.
migration of the material eleanents. Such lodians, Budsoists,
Chr!nhn_v. Muassulmans, was the erigin of all yonr ideas of the
ur!-im\ulhly of the soul! Such was 15e source of the reverics of
FPythagoros and Plaro, your institutors, and whoe were them-
selves but the echoes of another, the last vect of visicmary phi-
Josophers that it is necessary (o examinef.

* 1o the wywiem of the Sret spleitnalints, 18e sonl wis 362 cxvated wilh, or at the
Same e as Uhe Lody, ke order 00 Se lnacrtod b6 I8 1y exitoncs was se o be
snlerior and Som all ctecnity. Sach, In & fow words, i the doctrine of Macrobius
o this bead,  Sem. Scip. Pasiw,

** There cxiata 3 luminoes, ipneoms, subtle Buisl, which, usder fhe name of ¢lher
and aplritng, Slls Bhe umiverse, 13 is the exccatial principle sad apent of motisn
awd Nfey it the Daity, Videw an oarthly bady bs 10 Lo animatod, 2 snsdl sonnd
prrticie of this flaid gravitetes through the milky way towerds the lunae sphere,
whewe, when it serives, it uslseswitha Eronsce alr, and betomes H1 Lo mwwociate with
Malter: i thea coters wnd entirely fills the Boely, saimates i1, sa@ors, prows, in-
crvann, and Swivishes with @) laly, when he body dies, and ins v clemesta
dissidve, Chis incerraptible particle takes ite hate of M, wnd retsons to the geand
woenm of ether, IF wet relaimed by Its wabon with the loass ale o 08 by this Al or ",
which, vetnining the shape of the bedy, becorses a phamisen er ghoat, the perfoct
Frpreveniation of the deccaned. The Groeks called (8is phuntoo the (mage oo ided
«f the sealy the Pyibmgornass, ity chariol, its fremee ; and the Ralbinicnl whocd, it
weusel, cr bonl,  YWhen 2 mans hod conducted Meneelf well in this workd, Bis whcie
soul, that ba, its ehariot sad cther, sscended 16 the oo, where & sepavation ek
place: the chariot bived ba the Tumar Elysinm, sod the ether refwmed te the fizod
spbere, that is, 8o God 5 for the Sxed heaves, wys Macrubios, wes by many called
by the saone of G, (€. 140 I 2 s bad ot hived virtaously, the sosl reisained
onearih o nederps parification sad was te wasdor 10 aed fro, like the gheats of
Heceer,to whiih 1his dectrine must have dbeew Souwn, vince Be wrote aftes the tune
of Phevecydes nad Pychagorns, who were ity promulpatens b Greeee, Heredilug,
wpon (uls occmlon, sess, thal the whole romamte of 1he soul snd its tresass!igis.
Coaen was veniud by the Egyptians, aml gropogated in Gevece by men, sba gon
Bended 1o be its aathers, 1 buow their mvmes, 38de be, bt shall Got mewtisg thex,
(6320 Cuers, bawever, ban poaitively lifarmed ws, that i was Fherecydon, maater
of Pythogorsa. Tescal. 88, ), soet, 14, Now ubmllm' that this spetem was ok
That periad & sovelty, [taccomnls for Sohomen’s trentisg 11 s s fadle, wholved 120
yours before Pherecydes.  * Wha kaowetly” says he. * the apirit of & man thet it
goeth wpwards ' L aaid ba ey hoset concerning the estate of the sons of weny, s
G might manifest thers, and that they might s 108 they thetascivrs sre boarte.
For that which befalicth the sons of man, bfallcth bonpts | even oo thing befil
Il them; w the one dieth so dicth the other; yra, they Mave ll anc doeuih, s
that 2 @an btk wo preeminesce abeve & boast, foe all is vazily *  Eccles. ¢ 14,
v, b5

Aad wach had boen 1he opinfoncd Moses, ax 3 translator of Herodotas, (M. Archer,
of the Academy of Luscriptions, ) jostly ohserves b note 389 of the secvnd Deck,
where be says alio, that the immortality of the soul was sot latroduced AW the
Hebrews, 18 their imtereonene with the Assyrisas. 1o alber tesperts, the whele
Pytbagorean sysiem. properly analysed, pposes W be marely o apstems of plyses
Wedly wedentvod.

T AL the segainen's o the spiriinnliste ser Franded on 1hls See Macrobing, st the
d of the secewd Yool sad il with the comments of Koo 'ma Flioveans.
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Seer. VIILL  Eighth System: The World a Mackine: Worskip
of the Dewi-ourgos, or Supreme Artificer,

“ Hirnento the theologians, in exercising their faculties on the
detached aud subtile wﬁuam of ether and the igneous prin-
ciple, had not Bowever ceased to treat of existences palpable awd
pereeptible to the semses, and their theology bad continued to be
the theory of physical powers, placed sometimes exclusively in
the stars, and scenetimes disscminated throagh the universe. But
at the persod at which we are arrived, some superficial mands,
losing the chain of ideas which had directod these profound en-

wirtes, or igworant of the facts which served as their bases, ren<
l'mr.l abortive all the results that had been obtained from them,
by the introduction of a strange and movel chimers. They
pretended that the umiverse, the heavens, the stars, the sun,
differed im wo respect from an ordinary muchine ; and applying
to this hypothesis a comparison drawn from the works of wr,
they erected an edifice of the most whimsical sophisess. « A
machioe,” said they, “cansot form itself, there must be a work-
man to coastruct it; its very exmtence implies this:—The weeld is
n machioe ; it has therefore an artificer,”*

Hemce the Demi-ourgos, or supreme artificer, the sutoerator
and sovereign of the universe. It was in vain that the ancieut
philesophy objected to the hypotbesis, that this artificer did net
stand in less need of parents and an austhor, and that a scheme,
which added only one liak to the chain, by taking the attribute of
eternity from tho world and giving it to the crester, was of little
vilue, These innovators, not comtented with a first parsdox,
added a second, snd applying to their artificer the theory of bu-
man understanding, pretended that the Dewi-owrgos fashioned his
mwachine upon an archetype or idea extant in {h misd. In &
word, iu-t as their masters, the nateral philosophers, had placed
the Primem modile in the sphere of the fixed stars, under the
appellation of intelligence and reason, so their apes, the spiritual.
iy, sdopting the same principle, made it an sttribute of the

i-omrgos, ropresenting this being as a distinct substance,
mecessanily existiag, to which they applied the term of Mens or
Logas; in other words, understanding and speech, Separately
from this being, they held the existence of a sobar principle, or
toullo( the world, which, taken :ilh the eding, made three
gradazioss of divine onages; Bt the Demi-gnrges or supreme
artificer; secondly, m‘l.ugoc. understanling or,:‘pmb: and

-—
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thirdly, the spirit or soul of the world *.  And this, O Christians
i the fiction on which you have tounded your dogtrine of the
Trimity ; this is the system, which, born & Heretic in the linrlhn
temples, transmitted a Heathen to the schools of Greeceand lialy,

is now Catholic or Orthodox by the comnversson of its partisans,

the disciples of Pythagoras and Plato, te Christamity.

* Thus the Dvity, afior having been originally considered
s the sensible a4 various action of meteors and the elements ;
then as the combived power of the stars, comsidered in their
relation 10 terrestrial objects; them as those terrestrinl objects
themselves, in consequence of confounding symbols with the
thiegs they represented; then as the complex power of Ne-
ture, in her two principal operations of uction spd de-
struction ; then as the animated world without distinetion of
agent and patieot, cause and effect ; then ns the wolar principle
or clement of fire acknowledgod as the sole cause of motion—
the Deity, | say, considered under all these different views, bocase
at lnst & chimerical and abutract being ; a scholastic subtlety of*
substance without form, of body without figure; a tree delinum
of the miad beyond the power of reasom at all to comprebend,
But ta this its last transformation, it seceks im vain to comoeul
iselfl from the seuses: the seal of its origio is indelibly stamped
upon it. Al its antributes, borrowed from the physical sttributes
of the universe, as immensity, eternity, indivisability, mcompre-
bensibloness ; or from the moral qualities of man, as goodwess,
Justice, majesty ; and its very names t, derived from the physical

® These are the real types of the Chelstion Trinity,

t 1o our Juat maalynic we Tound oll the sames of the Deity te be derived from
foonr naterind Whject im which il was sepposed 1o revide,  We bave given a conn,
decable aunber of iastances; let we add one more relalive S our wind Gad, This
b known to b the Dhewe of the Lation, snd the Thess of the Groeks. Now, by the
conlomion of Plato, (in Cretgda) of Macrobius (Saterw, &6, 1, ¢ 20 and of Pz,
tarch (Jale aad Quygris), Its 100t b thein, which significs to waader, like plancis,
BRat s e say, i1 e symominesns with plamets | bevouse all cur anthors, b the
paciest Groeke snd Loasbarinm, partionlarly woeshipped the plasets, | knew that
scch lnquiris (nte stymedogios have been much decried; Butl o, o s the cne,
wards wre the reproscatative sigus of idess, the penesleogy of the one Secomes that of
the other, aad & good etymelogioal dictiomary would be the mint perfoct history of
the Seman understand s It wosld snly be mecossary, i thin Saguiry, 1o ohserve
cortale peecaetiom, which bure bitherte boen seglocted, and pasticularly to make
S cnact oo parison of the value of the betters of the &orent alphalets, But, to
continue onr subjoct, weshall add, 1hat ia the Fhawician lungeage, the woed Thad,
(with wdn) siguifies alno Lo wander, and appoars 1o be 1he derivation of fhain. If we
soppesc Fhrns oo be dovlved from the Greek Zosa, & proper aame of Yow.piter having
saw, 1 1ive, far s evol, s senne will be peocinely that of gow, and will meesn sowd of
the world, dgwevur principhe. Ser Note ¢+, p. 124, Jicowr, which caly sigaifion Gr.
miun, God of the wcand cedor, appears 10 me o come fonen the oeicatal wind div
subatitutad fo 8, wolfl anel chacel, oo uf the embloms of the son. AL Thabes,
oy Maceohins, the sus wis paisted under the form of o woll o chasl, for s

—
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heings which were its types, particularly the sun, the planets, and
the world, nt to we contimually, in spite of those who would
corvupt and disguise i, infallible marks of its wine nature.

“ Such is the chain of ideas through which the hamas mind
had slready run at & period anterior o the positive recitals of
lisstory ; amd simee their systematio form proves them to have been
the result of ose scene of study and investigation, every thing
inelines us to place the theatre of investigation, where its primi-
tive elements were generated, in Egypt.  There their o
was rapid, becanse the idle curiosity of the theological philoso-
phers bad, in the retirement of the temples, no other food than
the enigma of the wniverse, which was ever present to their
minds ; and becawse, in the political dissensions which lovg dis-
waited that country, ench state had its college of priests, whe,
besng in turns auxiliaries or rivals, hastencd by their disputes the
progress of science and dacovery®.

are oo wolves in Exypl. The comon of thic embicm, Joabtless s that the ehacal,
like the cock, manoosces by ks ovies *se sun's rising | ol this resaca is confirmed
by e asalogy of the woeds Pher, wolf, and dple, light of the morming, wheme
capony lur,

IMus, which in to be saderstosd aleo of the sun, et be derived foom did, s bavk,
“Toe Xgyptians,” says Parphyry, [ Ewach. Fracep. Lvasg. p. %L) % sxpresest Loe
sa0 wader the embiem of & bawk, broswse shis bod wonrs 10 1he Bighest regicas of
dir where light alwunds, Andin renlity we coutineally soe st Caire large Dighis
of thowe bivds, havering in the alr, from whesce they descend vt Bul 8 Mo we
Wb thelr sbeicks, which sre Tke the manony Mebie did - sud here, 30 in the poe.
reding covmple, we Sad an sanlegy Intween the words dice, duy, Bghs, sad Diur,
God, Sun,

* Oac of the proefs that al? these systoms were invented I Egype, b, that this
is the oaly cosntry where we sec & complete bady of doctrine frmed from the
Pt est antiquity.

Clomenin Alvaandsions b tnavniited 1o us ($ramar. U5 6.5 3 curioes detail
of the forty 1wo vedumes which were borae 6 the protessins of [sin, “ The praeae,’™
sars Mo, ™ ov chanter, curtios ase of 1he yymbulic wlramsents of monie, aad tee of
the books of Mercury | wee conlaiming hymos of the Gode, the other Uhe list of
Khage, Nent 1o M the Horwocope (the regalatonr uf Tone), cacrie a palm sad a
#iak, symibels of astrology | be must kavw by heart the fear books of Mevcury. ehich
trent of matrology  the Seston the order of the plarats | 1he wensd 40 the risings of
the sun and mon, and the two Last ob the sisieg ol erpect of the stars, Thea
v Ihe mered activar, with foatlers oo his bead, (like Ksepd) sad & book in is
hand, Sogethar with bok, amd 2 recd oo write with Jas b o5ill the prectice Aoong the
Araba Mo mast be verned 16 Bieroglyphies, saust wndeescand the depeription of
he muiverse, the course of he snn, moon, stars, sed planets | be Meqeaisted with
the divisken of Fgypt snto 36 mawes, with 1he cvsise of the Nie, with Latrumenty,
Beaseres, sacred ormesas ets aad sarrel Neat comen the stale beneer, who
cureies the cudit of jasties, or memiure of the Nite, scd & o Tor the ibativas; Mo
brare alea i the procession ten velames on U suloeet o sacrifices, byoiua, prayers,
eferings, reremonion, Sativals,  Lastls arrives the [nth. Searmag in ko bosom &
pidcher, 20 20 0o 30 enpesnd 10 view : he b followed by persaes carrymg beesd as ot
B¢ minviage of Cama).  Ths prophet, as president of the mysterios, Mavns 6o ather
Sected volumes, which trear of the Jows, e Gode, nad the Slaripline of the pricvas,
Norw thaes are 1 all feety-two volome, tairsgain of which are stadied, and goa by
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“ On the borders of the Nile there bappened at that distant
period, what has since been repeated all over the globe, Tn pro-
portion as each system was formed, it excited by its novelty quar-
rels and schisms: then gaining credit even by persecution, it
vither destroyed anterior ideas, or ine rated itself wah and
modified them.  Bat political institutions taking place, all epinions,
by the aggregation of states and mixture of diflerent people, were
at length confounded ; and the chain of ideas being losz, theo-
lpqr_v. plunged in a chaos, became a mere logogryph of old tradi-
tions no longer understood. Religion, losing its ohject, was sow
nothing more thas a political expedient by which to rale the cre.
dulous volgar; and was embraced either by men credulows
themselves and the dupeos of their own vistons, or by bold aad
energetic spirits, who fermed vast projects of ambition.™

Seer. IX, Religion of Moser, or Worship of the Soul of the
World {Yow-piter).

* Oy this Iatter description was the Hebrew legislator, who,
desirous of separating his nation from every other, and of forzing
u distinet and exelusive empire, conceived the design of takiv
for its basis religious prejudices, and of erecting rousd it & sac r-ﬁ
rampart of rites and opinioss. But in vain did he proscribe the
worship of symbols, the reigning religion at that tune in Lower
l:gl\v;pt and Phenecin® : his God was wot on that nceount the less
an K ian God, of the invention of those pricsts whese disciple
Moses had been, and Yahenh t, dotectod by his very name, whickh

——

Raourt by thewe pervomages, sad the remalning six sre set apart to be comnultad by
the pastephares, they treat of medicies, the comtruction of the hvman bhedy
(anioary ), Eneasts, remmdies, malramonts, he”

We beave the renler to defuce a1l the conequences of sech an Faevclapedia
1t is socrided to Mercmry; bet JambSiews tells we that rack book, cvmponcd 1y
priests, was Aedieated 1o that Geod, who, on scosast of Mis tale of Geunlws, or frernn
wpening e Lodiar, ided aver every entevpeise.  He in the Jawus of the llaoans
and the Guiwwess of the Todimes, and it is remsarkable that 3 avms snd (iviaves we
homonymons. In short, (€ appeary that thone books are the somnce of all that hrs
been transinitted to we by the Groeds and Lating bn every scime, even b By ey,
pecrvenmecy, &¢,  What s mont to be pegretted in theie boma, o (hat poant whivh
peisted vo the primeiplen of mediine and dwt, ba which the Egsptisns appens to have
made & comsaderable progress, and 1o have delivered many sscinl alueryations

o S A merriain periad” shos Plataurch (de Jode), = all the Egyptimes have Iheir
simal Gods paisaed.  The Thebars aee the caly peeple wha du wat rmeploy pain.
trre, Secanse LAey wurship a Ged whone forrs rvomes 0ct ander the seuses, and voa.
Wit Be reproseniod.”  And this s the God vhom Mesrs, edecasnd st Helbpulis,
adapted | but the idea wan pot of his investion, .

* Sech i the true proasaciation of the Jehavh of the wederme, who vialate in
s respect every be of exiticism | sloew It be evident, 1Dt The mwirnte, paclien.
Joxly e Fastove Sycans and Pheaccists wiee aoqusisbod pethay with the Jo vor
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means essence of beings, and by his symbol, the fiery bush, is

the ¥, which sre of Turtar ovigia. The wwhwisting wsage of e Arade, which we
have re.astabiinhed beve, is confimed by Disdoras, who calls the God of Moo lov,
(it 1) sad Jow awl Jokewh are mwnilenthy the same woed : the (dentity contiaces
s that of Jompiter ; bat in oedes to cesdtr |t mare complete, we shall Semonsicele
the sigwiication 16 be the muoe,

1n Hebrew, that in 1o sy, in one of the disleets of the common baaguage of
Lower Asia, Voheud s the prrticiple of the werd Ajh, 10 exial, 1o be, and wigui
exivting ; inother werds, the priaciphe of Life, the maver or even mction (e wwrvepend
soal of beingy), Now whatbs Jepiter! Bat m bear the Geeebs asd Lating exnlain
their theodogy. “ The Egyptises,” sy Diederss, sfter Mazatho, priest of Men-
phin, i giving names v the fiye ehovments, calied spirif, s¢ ether, Yowpiler, on
wecosnt of the (rwe suaning of that werd = for apirit in Bhe source of Kb, sathor of
the vitad principle ln animals; and $ar this reassn 1hey consifered him os the farkor,
e grmersdsr orbd-(- " Foe the same reascn Moms sayy, Fatber, and Liag af nwn
and  FDNeA 1083, neet. 1)

- jame,” wrys Macroblos comider Yeu.piter s an he sole of the weell™
Toence the worde of Virgil: ¥ Muses, let us begin with You. piter; the weeld b fall
of You.piter;” (Sown, Sc'p.ch 17,) Awd i e Saturmalie he sy, “Jopitir =
Ohe wun Riraself,” 1t was Tals aleo which wade Virgil sy | * The spirit msariabes tho
Kife (of telngs), and the soul diffased throesh e vast membars (of the waivecw],
agitstes the whale mass, and forma bat s immene o

# loupiter,” says the ancient verses of the lwru weeh, which origimated ba Ngypts
werwes culkicted Ly Owoaacritus inthe dayy of Pisistratos, * lonpoor s represeeicd
with the thunder in bis baed, s the beginmng, origin, end, and middle of all things:
a single and unirersal power, he gesersa every thieg i beaves, eunth, Lar, water, the
elementy, Oy and sight, Thee are what comtitnte N inanenee Body | s cyos are
e wun and moos | ix wpace and etormily ; b Aoe™ adds Porphyry, “Japar i
the workd, the unverse, that which constitates the esrnce aed life of 2l being.
Naw,” contivees the s sethor, “as phitasophers differed 1n epinion rrapectiog
the satere sud constivaent parts of this God, sed & they cov M luvent ne figere
that shonMd pepeoscnt all bis atzribetes, ey polated M ln the few of mas. He
is e & sitting posture, in allssion 10 bia imatads cwence: the npper pact of b
body is waewvered, becanee it s I (he wpper pegions of the amivere (the atarel, 1hin
Do st coavyicavealy doplayy himseld  He is corered from the wast downwonds,
beranie rewpecting terrvacrial things, 2o be more wuret and concvaled, He holds o
:ﬂn in Nis left hand, beeause an Ube Jefl sude e e heart, aod e heart b the

1 of 1he usderstanding, which (is homan beingy) repeiniis every sctisa”  Fe.
seb. Proper. Reang. p 100,

The following passage of the goographer snd pMAcoplary Strla, Trmaves cuery
2oad! a8 15 the ideatity of the idens of Maser, and thawe of 3¢ brathen tvologiaes,

* Mowrs, whe war one of the Fgyptian priests, tanght s fullowon, T 1 waa

wn ervoe 10 prprosent the Deiny wndcr (e form of scimaly, as the Exyp-
tians did, #¢ In the shape of man, s was he practice of 1he Grerds and Afiicacr.
That aleae, in the Delty, wid S, which cosalitates heaven, eaeth, sod cvery Lviag
hing, et which we call the world the sum of ulf thisgs, watere: asd 20 reran-.
able prewom willl think of repeesencing woch » bebag by the fmage of auy #iet of DA
oljeres srvnnd un. 18 i for Phis reason, thal, rejeeting crery specins of Lvages f
Yoy, Mimes wished the Divity 1o be woeshipped withosd smidoes, ol pitandiog to
a [roper neture| and ho sccondingly ardered & Sran ple wertly of hm to be ereetnd,
&e™ Goagraph b xv, : 1104, of Tan of 1707
The thewlogy of Moses has, thea, Giffered vs oo rewprct Daan than of N follasces,

1hat Is 8o sy, from the Stobcs asd Epleurones, whe consider the Dvity <o tharenl
of e wonid. Thin phidosophy sppesss 1o hare paken bath, of to have besm Cia
wminated when Ahmhase come alo Egyrs 208 yrars efore Mowrn, wims e
quitted N system of ol for el of f5e ot Yalonhs oo that we bwy place it
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notking more than the soul of the world, the principle of motion,
whieh Greece shortly after adopeed under the same denomination
15 lor You-piter, renertive prnciple, and under that of Ej.
existence® ; which the Thebans consecrated by the name of Kneph ;
which Saiis worshipped under the emblem of Jeis veiled, with
this inscniption, I aw all thas has been, all that is, and all that
3 will be, and no mortal har draven ande my veil; which Pythagores
| bunoured wnder the appellation of Festa, nnd which ‘the Steje
?bihnophy defined with precission, by calling it the principle of
five. la vain did Moses wish to blot from has religion whatever
eoald bring to remembrance the worship of the stars: & multi.
plicity of traits in apite of his exertions still remaived to poine
it out: the seven ups of the great candlestick, the twelve
Mones of signe of the Urim of the high priest, the feast of the
=0 equinoxes, each of which at that cpochs formed a year;

Seer. X, Religion of Zoroaster.

“ Zomoasren was alis a man of the same bold and energetie
sarip: who, five centurien after Moses, and in the time of David,
revived and momlized mong the Modes nnd Bactrians the whole
Egyptian System of Ogiris, undor the names of Ormuzd and

the reigw of winter, sin and ovil ; the renovation of nature i
spTing, creation: the revival of the s eTes in the secular periods
o1 the eonjunction, resurreetion and his futare life: hell, paradise,
were the Tartarus and Elysium of the qucient astrologers and

poossnlsation alaet the teventecnth or cigidornth century before Cheint; which cer.
oepends wiah vhat we hare wid, in Note 4, » o,

A ta e Ristoey of Henrs, Doderas Preperly represents it whes he nayn, b 3¢
and 40, “ That the Jews wore driven owt of Egapt ot & time of demath, when the
mabey was Fall of focelgwess, asd thet Moses '« maa of arfccdnsry prudescr
nrd n-iu:r, wleed tals Sppovtanity of eetalilbhing Me relighon in the oLl sme of
Jodrm™ 1t will seem parsdonical to amert, that 00,000 brmed weewm whom be con.
drcied thiaber sught 10 de redoced 8e G000 bat | ran confirm the sstertion My »0

* Thewe are the litersl FXpresioss of the bowk of l)rnlmuny. o3 YT
warks of Toowr aee prefert.” Ko Toave has heen sranslated My the woud ey,
Tar, s povade signaScation e 1o Tve forma, and this is cne of 1he defiilions of
Tharis 0 Plutsech
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gwographers ; in a word, he only consecrated the already-existing
reveries of the mystic systens.”

Secr, XL Baduizs, ov religion of the Semaneans,

« Jx the same rank must be included the promulgators of the
sepulchral doctrine of the Samaneans;: who, on the basis of the
metesmpaychonis, raised the misamtbirophic system of sl l-pentn-
ciation and deaial ; who, laying it down as'a principle, that 1he
bedy s only a prison where the soul lives in ipure conftnewsent §
thiat life is Dat # dream, an ilusion, asd the world a place of pas-
sage to another country, to a life without end; placed virtue nodd
pertection in sbeolute insensibility, in the abuegstion of physical
vrgaus, in the annibilation of all beiag ; wheance resulted the faxis,
penasces, macerations, wolitude, contamplations, aud all the deplo-
rable practices of the mad-beaded Anchorets.”

Sgcr. X1, Braminism, or the Indian System.

“ FisaLey, of the sume cast were the founders of the Tndian
system ; who, refining after Zoroaster upon the two principles of
croation and destruction, introduced an intermedinte onc, that of
conservation, aud upon their trimity in usity, of Brama, Clives,
and Bichenoa, asccumslated a smultitude of traditionnl allege-
rivs, sud tho alembicated subtieties of their metaphysscs.

« These are the materials, which, scattered through Asia, existed
thero for many ages, when, by a fortuitous course of events wed
circumstances, new cotabinations of them were intraduced on the

bauks of the llufhmu and vn the shores of the Mediterrascan,™

Secr. XML Christianity, or the Allegovical Worship of the
Sun, under the Cabalistical Names of Cakisex
or Cunssy, and Yiésus ov Jusus,

“ Ix constituting n separate le, Moses hnd vainly imaginced
that he should ggurd m rum the influemce of n’fﬂy farvign
idea: but an invincible inclivation, founded on afinity of origic,
continually called back the Hebrews to the worshap of the ne -
bouring natiows ; and the relations of commerce that necessarily
subsisted betwenn them, tended every day 1o strengthen the pro-
pensity.  While the Mosaic institution maistypned ss ground, the
cosrcion of the government and the lows was a Nnuicf:;hla oh-
stacle 1o the miet of imnovations; yet even then the principal
I\u-n weze toll of idels, and God the san had his chariot wnd

orses painted in the palaces of Kivgs, amd in the very temple

e
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of Yabouh : but when the conquest of the kings of Nineveli and
Baliylon bad dissolved the b.unl’u of public power, the prople left
1o thewmselves, vid solicited by their conquervrs, no longer kept
A resteaint on their inclinations, and profene opiuions were openly
professed in Judea, At first the Assyrien colonies, placed m the
situation of the obd tribes, filled the Kingdom of Ssanaria with
the dogmas of the Magi, which soon penetrated into Judea.
Aficewards Jerusalemn baving becn subjugated, the Egyptinns,
Syrans and Arabs, entering his open country, introduced their
tenets, and the religion of Moses thus underwent a second nl-
terstion.  In like mamner the priests and gréat meen, removing to
Babylon, and educated in the science of the Chaldeans, imbibed,
during a residenee of sey enty years, every principle of their
theology, and from that moment ‘the dogmas of the evil Genins
(Satin ), of 1he archiangel Michael®, of the Aneicat of Days (Or.
mudz), of the rebollious angels, the ccleatial combats, the jm-
swortality of the soud, and the resurrection : doguas unknown to
Moses, or rejected by bim, since be obscrves a perfect silence
Tespocting thew, became paturalized smong the Jows,

* On their retarm to their couitry, the caigrauts brought back
with them these idens: and at first the imnoratioss occasioned
du?.uleu between their partisans, the Plarisers, and the adberes s
1o the nncicat national worsdip, the Sodducees: but the formaer,
secomled by the inclivation of the people, and the habits they had
already contructed, and supported Ly the authority of the Persians,
their dediverers, fisally gained the sscendaney, and the theolegy of
ZLoroaster was consecrated by the cleldren o Moses £,

" A Furtuitous analogy betwoen two leading ideas, proved par.
ticularly faverable to this coalition and formed the basis of last
systemn, not less surprixing in its fortune than in the canses of its
formation.

* From the tine that the Assyrians had destroyed the kingdons
of Samaria, scme sagacious spirits foresaw, announced, and pre.
dicted the same fato to Jerusalem: and all their predictions were

® ¥ The sames of (he angeis sad of the soett b, nach s Gabeiel, Michael, Yar,
Nistn, &c. vwme from Babslon winh e Jewe ™ says agrendy the Talmed of
sormalom,  See Beawnd, MHidt. de Naskeh. Vol 1. P82 wheve be proves that
Eae saints of the Almanac are ia lmitation of the D63 angels of the Perviace, and
smnbiious b his Egyptian Mysterics, recf. 2. ¢. 3, speals uf angels, sivhangels, sere-
Pl Ae. Bhe o true eheivtima /

t " The whale pilosaphy of the gymmsophists,” sys Disgrnes Laertius oo the
Satherity of as ancint wrise, “ s derored from that of the Magl, and wany Basert
that of theJews 1o Mave the same arigin” L. 1. ¢. 9. Majasthenes, on Wisturion of
Fopele in the days of Selences Nicumow, and who wrotr porticnlarkly upon ledia,
spshing o the 'Lm'h, O e anciowts rosporting weloared thiegs, pats the Beach.
s i e Jows prvdisely on e sume Teileg.
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stamped by this particularity, that they always concluded with |

prayers for a happy re-establsbment and regeneration, which were
m {ilc manner spoken of in the way of prophecies. The enthu.
sinssn of the Hierophunts had figured a royal deliverer, who was
to re-establish the vativn in its ancient glory: the Hebrews were
in to become n powerfil cod conquering people, and Jerusalem

¢ capital of an cinpive that was 1o extend over the whole world.

“ Lveots baving realized the st part of these predictions, the
ruin of Jorusalem, the people clung to the second with a firmness
of bolief proportioned to their misdortunes ; and the afficted Jows
waited wi& the impatienco of want and of desire for that victorious
King and deliverer that was to comse, in order 10 save the sation of
Moses,and restore the throse of David,

* The sacred and mythologicnl traditions of preceding times
bad spread over all Asia a tenet perfectly upalagous, Xguot
medintor, o final judge, & future saviour was spoken of, who, s
King, Ged, and victorious legislstor, was to restore the golden
age upon carth®, to deliver the world from evil, and regain for
mankind the reign of good, the kingdom of peace and happiness,
Thewe ideas and exprossions wore in every mouth, and they cop-
soled the people under that deplomble state of real seffering fnto
which they had been plusged by successive conquests and cou-

crors, aud the barbarous despotisim of ther governments,—

i resesublance between the orscles of different nations and the
predictions of the prophets, excited the atention of the Jews;
and the prophets had doubtiess boen careful to inflse into their
ictures, the spirit and style of the sacred books e loyed in the
agan mysteries.  The arrival of a great smbassador, of & finul
saviour, was therefore the guneral expectation in Juden, when st
leagth a singular circunstance was mado (0 Jetermise the precise
persod of kis coming.

“ It was reco in the sacred books of the Pervians snd the
Chaldeans, that the world, composed of a totsl revolution of
twelve thowsand periods, was divided inte two partial revelu.
tions, of which one, the age and reign of good was fo tenainate
at the expiration of six thousand, and the other, the age and
reign of evil, at the expiration of another six thousasa,

* Their first authors had meant by these recitals, the ampusl
revolution of the great celestind orb’ (a revolwiion composed of
twolve months or sigus, each divided into o thousand parts ), and
the two systomatic periods of wister and sauumer, ench consisting

-_— e -

* This Is the ressen of the sppleation of the maay Pagan orsches 10 Jevwr, and
purticnlurly the fourth eciogue of Virgil, and the Sy bikliae verses 16 eelebeats Jameug
e ancicets,

Y
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equally of six thousand. But these equivocal expressions having
been ervoneously explained, and baving received an absolute and
woral, instead of their mtrological and physical sense, the re-
sult was, that the annual was taken for a secular world, the thou-
sand periods for a thossand years ; and judging, from the ap-
pearance of things, that the present was the age of misfortune,
they inferred that it would terminate at the the expiration of the
wix thowsand pretondod years.*

® We have aleendy seen, (p. 81, note *), (his tradition currcel smong the Twnenas,
In was disserainaicd thraugh Wit sacone, 1od shews us what we oeght 0 thiak of
all e pretecded croatioon sad terminaross of the workd, wheh sre morcly the
begmmiags and endingy of astrecomical persads isvented by sstrelogers.  That of
the your oo schar revoletion beisg the momt wimple and percepeidle, served = &
o e rest, aed s compariwew gave rise 83 the wont whimaioal idos. >
this descrigtion is The Mo of the foue ages of the world amcug the Tolinns,  Owigse
these four ages wore weteely the foar sessons ; aed s wach wasen wEN wndcr
the suppoved laBarnce of u plaset, it bare the uame of the metal approgs ated to
that plamet : Uhes spcing was the age of the von, o of gold: wumveser e age of
the moan, o of silver; aotumns the ago of Veaus, or of beesn | and winter the age of
Noars, or of ivvn. A when wirsnomers lmventod the grest yoar of 20 aad
35 thapmand commin yoars, which hed foe ¥is ohject the bringing back olb the siars
1o s pelod of departure and & gesersl conjunction, 1he ambigaity of the torma
inleeduced & similar smblgaity of sews | and the wyriads of celostial vipm aad
beis of darsiion which were thas menmral, were easily cocverted isls se ey
yevolutions of the wnw.  Thus Dhe different periods of ereation which bave been 3o
great w sonece of Siflcalty aod wisappechession 1o curiown inquirers, wers ia realty
vothing mece Than by pothetioal ealoalativen of mtvoamical priods  [n the v
iy 1ot conution of the woeld Bas bocn altribated o dilforvet woasora of the
yeus, just a4 Ui differeat seascen bave wrved for the Sctitives pevied of thees
conjusctiom : ued of coniequrnce kan been adepled by differeat sations for the
commescemeut of s ordinary your, Among the Egyplinse this period {8 upoa
the summer sedatice, which wan the cotdmenoemont wf their yosr | and the depar,
tere of the spheres, soconding to Dheir conjoctures, feil, in Mke mameer, 4pon the
gerind whes the wup raters Cancer,  Amosg the Pervisss Bhe yous commenonl st
furst im e spoing, or wheu the svan eators Arss | and from Uscnce the frst Chriat.
Wnas were lod to vappone Az God created the world o e spriag s apreies o
alue favonred by the book of Genesla; amd it s further rema e, that the werld
Is mat (here said 1o e cronced by the God of Moses (Yahond), bul by the Plak i
o gode bn the plzreal, 1hat is, by the angels or peail, For se he word cooniantly ssiasy
b the Hebrew Books If we father oborrve that the roet of the woed Efslin
vigeifies sireng or powerfal, 30d that the Egypaiane calied Dheir decams vtrosg asd
powerfel braders, sitributing 86 them the croalios of the world, we shiall presently
pererive Uhat the baok of Gentain aSires writhor moce wor less than thdt the woeid
was cocated by the devams, by those very ponil whom, o sedmg o Sanchenathor,
Pleccury enieied agaiont Salurm, sad vlo were ealbed Klahim. 11 ey be furthey
mkod, why the phural sabatsatve Blokim s mede 10 agree with the alnguler vork
bare (the Elvhiny creates)’ The reason w, 1hat after the Babybonlah captovit the
weity of the Supremme Heing was the pervalliog apiniea of the Jewn; It was thee.
foee thanght proper 1o lutmduce & podes solocius in lageace, which 1t is evidest
had 50 cxitence befire Moo thus in (Mt names of the childere wff Jacod many of
thers are compounded of & plured varb to which Elebim is the cenalualive Case un.
Aerrtoan], s Koasben (Rechon), they bave Lovhed wpon me, Aad Samaemn| [ Neman
thry hare araeled me sy ypeoper, oo wil, the Elbin. The rosoen of shls ctymelogy
Is b8 b fumard im the selision: orecdy of the wives of Jacob, whose gods were the
fervaphom of Lalas, that s, Gie angels of the Paniaze and ihe Kgypliaa dechss,
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» Now, according to the Jewish competation, six thousand
years had already mearly elapsed since the sapposed creation of
the world®. This cotncidence produced considerable fensentation
in the minds of the people, Nothing wes thoaght of but the ap-
proaching tormination. The Hiero ts were interrogated, and
their sacred books examined, The great Mediator and final Judge
was expected, and his advent desived, 1hat an end might be put 1o
w0 many calamitics, This was so much the sulbject of conversation,
that somo one was said to have seen him, and a rumour of thie
kind was all that was wanting to establish & general cortainty.
The popalar report became a ﬁmnmnmlul fact; the imaginary
being was ealized : and all the circumstances of mythological
tradition being in some manner connected with this phantorm, the
result was an authentic amd regular history, which from heace-
sorth it was blasphemy to doubt,

“ In this mythological history the following traditions were
recordod : % Thay, in the bevt'n-iag.a man and o woman Aad, by
their 'fall brought sin and eoil into the world”” (Examine

ate 11)

"" By this was denoted the astronomical fact of the celestial Vir.
gin, and the berdsman (Bootes) who, setting belincally at the an-
temnal equinox, resigned the beavens (o the wintry constellations,
and seemed, in sinking below the horizon, to inireduce into the
world the genius of evil, Ahrimanes, represented by the comstel-
lation of the serpentt.

* That the woman had decoyed and saduced the mans

Aud in reallity, the Virgin setting first, appears to draw the
Herdsman (Bootes) after her, '

* That the wowan had tempted him, by offering kim frwit plea-
sant to the sight and good for food, whick gace the kmweledge of
good axd evil”

* According to the computation of the Seventy, the periad clapaed coaninied of
wWhoet 5000 years, and this compatation was poiscipally fullewed. 105 well basw s
Mo srnch, i the Rt ages of the ednnch, this spinion of the cod of the world agitated
che miods of men.  In the weqeed, the grocrs] councily, esecarged by finding that
e geatesl coadagration &4 wet come, groscunced the oxpevTation that peevailed
heretical, sond ity betievers were called Millosariens ; o crcomitance curmes rooogh,
wince 11 i evident from the hivtory of Uhe Goopels 1hat Josus Chrut wan o Millen.
wrian, and of cosmrquinee @ benvtic,

£ % The Prrsians,” says Chardin, *eall the compteiation of the serport Opdincus,
perpens of Nve; and this serpent Opbincwr o Ophivnens plays o siwilar goet in the
Oreslopy of e Phanicinns (™ fur Fhervcyvdes, thewr disciple, and the nmier of FPy.
thagorss, sald “ et Opdionews serpestiver bl bovn oMaf of the rvbels sgzioat
Jagiier.”  See Mars, Ficn. Apel. Socrat, pom 300 ook, . 1 shall add, that ophed
(oith win) wigwifies in Hebors seapens,

1 15 & phywionl sapar to seduse, svducere, =rane enly [0 oilrecl, o crew sfier on,

B e
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“ Manifestly alloding to the Virgin, who is depicted helding
a bunch of fruit in ber hand, which she appears to extend to-
wards the Herdsman ; in hke masner the braneh, emblem of au-
tumn, placed in the picture of Mithra* on the front of winter and
sumsecr, seems 1o open the door, sad to give the knowledge, the
key, of good and evil.

“ Tha! thiz coupls kad Foen driven from the evlestial qarden,
and that @ cherwb with a flaming meovd had been placed at the
deor to guard it,”

“And when the Virgin and the Herdsman sink below the Wes.
tern borizon, Persess rises oa the opposite side#, and sword in
hand, this Genius may be said to drive them from the swmmer
beaven, the garden and reign of fruits and Bowers,

“ That from this virgin swonld be born, swonld spring xp « shoot,
a child, that showid crusk the sexpent’s head, and deliver the
world from sie.”

“By this was denoted the San, which at the peried of the
rummer solstice, at the procise moment that the Persion Magi
drew the hores of the new year, foand itself in the hosom of
the Vingin, and which, on this account, was represented in their
mrologi(::(lmuvn. in the form of an infant suckled by a chaste
virging, afterwards became, at the versal equinox the Ram

* Soe thin pictare in Hyde, page 111, edition of 1200,

4+ Rather the bead of Modusay 1hat hend of & woman, sece s beantiful, which
Perseos cut o, and which be hols in his band, s suly that of the virgin, whose
Bead sinks below the borlzoa at the very momnt thas Proosens riss; aad the ser.

which survound it aee Ophincus snd 1he Polar Dragon, who then vecupy the

itk This shtws e io whal manser the ancicsts composcd all thelr Sgurce and

fablos. They tock warh constellations se they fuund st 1he same time on the clrcke

of the hor.ron, sl callecting the d Berend parts, they formed growpes which served

thers s an slrwvack in Meroghyphic charmctors.  Sod s the woret of all their ple.

Peren, and the wolation of all thewr mytholugical mamiers. The Vieghn s alep
Asdromeda, &clivered by Persews frvmn the whalc tha! parrser her ([ priveguiter.)

I Sach wans the pletare of the Pooslan spherr, cited by Aben Ears in the Codam
Poutionm of Blatw, 1. 71 % The pictire of the first docan of the Virgin,™ svys that
wriler, * eepresenis 2 beantifel virgio with Sowing haw, sittiog ia & char, with two
ears of corm o bher hand, s 0d sncklog an infant, called Jesss by some satinns, and
Chaint In Groek " wndn the libvnry of the King of France isn -C“Kﬂ(' In Arsbic,
marked 1145, G which bs u pictore of e 12 wigen; nad that of 1ho Vigm repre.
Seats & yosug woman wiah an funt by ber side o the whale seene, ndeed, of the
birth 0;3- wusy it 10 be fonnd 1o the aigecvnl part of the beavems.  The stable i
Ehe comboiltion of Uhe charboterr and the gost, formerly Capricom | 3 ceatellation
called praspe Joviae Meniorhi, stalde of Jon ; ol 1 word Tow s fosnd 0 the
mamw of bovsph (Jorph] At w0 goost distance s the am of Typhou (e goml
he-baewr) and e on or all, the aaciont at vadasts of the manger, Peter the por
bery 1 Janwe with hin keys sod beld forchiond ; (he tnelve apestios are the gon'y of
of the twelvementhe, ke, This Viegin has scted very differemt pacts in Uhe varions
syatems of ryibolagy ; she e boou the Bus of the Fgyptiace, whe said of ber in
o of their imeriptoss cicd by Jullan, the frwit £ have brovght forth & the sua,
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or Lamb, conqueror of the constellation of the Serpent, which dis-
appeared from the heavens,

“ That in Ais iy‘umy. this restorer of the divine or celestial
nature, would lead a wean, hwmble, shscwre, and indigent bife”™

“ By which was meant, that the winter san was hambled, opres.
sed below the borizon, and that this first period of his four
or the seavons, was a period of obscurity and indigence, of fast.
ing and privation,

“ That being pet to death by the wicked, ke wonld gloviowsly
rise agai.l.n. ascend from hell into heaves, where he would reign

or ever,

@ “ By these exprossions was described the 1ifo of the same San,
who terminsting his career at the winter solstice, when T phon
and the rebellions angels exercised their sway, seesoed to be pat
to death by them; bat shoetly after revived and rose again® ia
the firmament, where he still remnins.

“ Those traditions went still farther, specifying bhis astrological
and mysterious nanves, maintaining that be was called sometines
Chris, or Conservatory ; and hence the Hindoo God, Chriseen,

The majority of traits draws by Plataech #pply o5 bav i 1he svme manner sr those
of Ouirs apply 1o Bocten: ales the seven principal stare of fhe shebear, calied
Pasid’s charsot, were ealled the chariot of Oviria (%0 Kirker,) and the crvwn that
I siteated badiinad, farmoed of Ivy, was Callod Clew Ouiria, the tree of Onirie. The
Virgin bas Bl cwine boon Cores, whose mywteries wore the sxme with thowe of 1ebt anld
Mithen : she Bas bevn the Dinan of the Ephevianc; the gremt Goddess of Syrim, Cy.
Bele, drawn by Boss ; Manervs, the mether of Bacches 3 Astren, 3 edaste virgiu taken
up et beavem at the eod of the poldoum age s Themu, at whoee fort in the Salawes
Ml wan put bn bew bands; the Sybal of Viegil, whe descends into Aally we viake be.
Bow B3¢ baminphere with » braach i bher hand, e,
* Kerwrgere 10 vise & socomd L, cannet signify to retern 0 life, Dot in s weets.
il wense s bt we swe contimsally mistaker of this kind rowedt feom the am.
sas Beanlag of the werds made eac of In sathent tradition.

1 The Greeks waed 10 by X, or Spacich Sute, the asploated by of b=
Ovieatale, who sid Aevia, o Hebrew beres signifien the sun, bat in Arabc the
Wonsing of the ralical wond in, P guard, 10 preserve, asd of darie, geardias, pre.
scrver, 1t is Uhe proper epithet of Vichenos, which devaoasi rates a1 vece the
ticy of the dedine and Cluistins Trisitioy, and their coenmon origh, 1o maniatiy
bat vae spstom, which, divided into Lve benachen, one extending to the enit and the
other to the went, animied twa diferent Bt . log peincigal traak s the Pythage.
van syvices of the wenl of 1he workl, o lawpiter. T epithet piler, or fathns,
Baviog dees appliod 10 the denbonryos of Plato, EAYE fise lo aa Lwdigeity which
cuzend s ingainy 8o be made respecting the soa of 1his Fribher. B the opinson of the
Philisophers the son was woderstending, Noes sl Loper, fruen which the Lating
ke their Perbum  And thus we clearly poeoeive the wrigin of the efersal fafher
and <f the Verdam bis woa, protending from Mos (Mess e Dow sote, savs Maero,
Mus); the aaims v aprites ormad! waa the Hely Ghost ; andd il i for ehin reases
That Manes, Basiledes, Valemticiun, 3ué other prevendod heretiow of the first e,
who trecel thiegs to their soueer, sail that Ged the Falber wae the sepreme lsanc.
owmilde Bght (1hat of the hraven, the primcs sedile, or the splanes) | the Son, the
secondary Light pevident in the van; aml the Holy Ghost e atzmorpher s of e carth,

—
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or Chrigtna; and the Christian Christos, the Son of Mary. That
ot other times be was called Yes, by the union of three letters,
which, sceording to their nusserical value, form the number 608,
oue of the solsr periods,  And behold, O Eo , the nane
which, with a Latin termination has bocome your ;'n-u or Josus ;
the ancient snid cabilstical name given to young Bacchus, the
clandestive som of the virgin Minerva, who in the whole history
of lus life, a0 evenm in his death, ealls to mind the bistory of the
God of the Christians : that this is, the star of day, of whach they
are both of them emblons,”

At these words a violent murmur arose on the part of the Chris.
tian growpes ; bur the Mahometans, the Lamas, and the Hindoos,
baving called them to order, the orator thus concluded his dis-
cuurse,

“ You are not to be told,” said be, % in what manmer the rest
of this system was formed in the chaos and anarchy of the three
first conturies: how a maultiplicity of opinsons divided the
ple. all of which were embraced with equal zeal, and retained
with equal obstinacy, bocanse alike founded on ancient tradi-
tion, they werealike sacred. You kuow how, attheend of three
centuries, government haviag espoused one of these secty, made
it the orthodox religson; that is 10 say, the predominated religion,
to the exctusion of the rest, which, on account of their inferionty,
were denominaied heresies ; how, aud by what means of violence
and seduction this religion was propagoted and gnined strength,
and afterwards became divided and weakened; how, six contu.
ries after the innovation of Christinnity, onother system was formed
out of its materials and those of the Jows, and a political and the-
ological empive was created by Maohomet at the expence of that
of Moses and the vicars of Jeaus.,

% Now if you take a retrospect of the whole history of the spirit of
religion, you will fin, that in its origin it bad no ot awthor than
the sensations and wants of man: that the idea of God bad no
other type, wo other model, than that of physical powers, material

(Bee Boawavd. Vol I1. p. 08€); Bence, smong (he Syrians, the sepeoseatation of the
Hhaly Ghost by neteve, Uhe bird of Vesus Urnabn, that i, of e alr.  The Syvaas, (s
Nigidine de Germawico), saccrt thal & dove 428 for & cortain watnher of deys o the
weg of & 6h, ard that from this borsbation Verus was Born | Nextus Empirxcus abo
observes (Fasf. Fyrrh. DB 3 ¢, 23 ) that the Syrinee abetaln from watiog daves;
which ntimates o ws 8 periad commencing b the dign Plces, (o the winter slitice,
We my Tartbey abeovve, that of CAris cooes from Flarined by o chia it will siguify
ertificer, an epithet hedosging 1o e sea, Thoe vacmtiom which mad bove con.
baarassed the ancionts, prove i 10 be U peal type of Jewen, sa ol bevw alrendy
remsarhod in the thme of Tortuliian, * Maey,” sayw thia wrider, “ sappose
greator prolability (3ag the van is onr God, and they refer wa 1o e religion of toe
Poviam.™  dpologel. ¢ 18,
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existences, operating geod or evil, by im ions of pleasure or
prn on sousible b«-ﬁazo. You will G{ull at in the fo':'muuon of
every system, this spirit of religion pursued the ssae track, and
was uniores in its preceedings; that in all, the dogma wever
failed 10 represent, under the name of God, the operatsons of ua-
ture, and the passiouns and prejudices of men; that in all, morality
bad for its sole end, desire of Bappiness asd aversion to paim;
but that the people and the majority of legislators, igmorant of the
true road that led thereto, invented false, and therefore contrary
idens of virtae and vice, of good and evil ; that ix, of what renders
man happy or miserable. You will find, that o all, the means
asd causes of propagution and establishment exhibited the sasse
scones, the samo passions, and the same events, continunl disputes
about words, false pretexts for imordinate zeal, for revolutions,
for wars, lighted up by the ambition of chiets, by the chicanery
of promulgators, by the credulity of proselytes, by the ignorauce
of the vulgar, nud by the graspiog cupidiuy and the mtolemust
peide ofaﬁ. In shoet, you will find that the whole history of the
sprrit of religion s, merely that of the fallibility and uscertaiuty
‘of the humas mind, which, placed ina wo:ldy that it dos oot
comprehend, is yot desirous of solving the enigma ; and which,
the astomished spectator of this mystenious nufl visible prodigy,
invents canses, supposes ends, builds systems ; then lin-slog wne
detective, abasdons it for another mot less vicsous: hates the error
that it has resounced, is ignorant of the new one that it adopteg
rejects the truth of which it i in pursuit, invents chisaeras of he-
terogencous and contradictory beings, snd; ever dreaming of
;Iisdmn and happimess, loses itself i & labyrinth of torments and
ussons"™

CHAP. XXIII,
Exp or Awt Reuaross vug Saxr.

THUS spoke the orator, in the name of those who liad made the
origin and gearalogy of religions ideas their peculiar study.
be theologians of the different systetss now expeessed theie
opinions of this discourse, “ It ix an impious represestation,”
said some, “ which aims at nothing less than the subversion of
all belief, the introducing insubordisation into the minds of men,
and anndbilating our power and ministry,"——* It is a romance,”
said others, * a tissue of conjectures, Exbiricated with art, but de-
stitute of foundation.”"—The moderate and prudent said, « Sup-
posing all this 10 be true, where is the we of revenling these
wysteries ! Our opinious are dowhtless pervaded with errors,

——
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but those errors are s necessary corb on the multitude. The
werld kas zone on thus for two thousand years; why should we
wow alter is course ™

The munmur of disapprobation, which never fails to rise against
every kind of innovation, alrendy began to increase, when a
numeroas groape of plebinns and antaught men of every country
and nation, without prophets, without socum. without religious
worship, advancing in the sand, sttracted the attention of the
whole assembly : and one of them, addressing Binself to the le-
gislators, spoke as follows

“ Modistors amd umpires of nations! The strange recitals that
bave been made duril:‘g the whole of the present debate, we pever
till this day heard of; and our understanding, astonished and
bewildered st such a multitude of doctrines, some of them learned,
otbers absurd, and all unintelligible, remains in dowubt and uscer-
twnty. One reflection however has strock ws: in reviewing
%o many prodigioes facts, »o many contradictory assertious, we
euld wot avosd asking ourselves, Of what unporiance o B
are all these discussions ¥ Where is the necessity of our know-
ing what Bappened five or six thousand years agu, in coustries of
which we are ignorant, among men who will ever be unknown to
us ¥ True or false, of what importance is it to us to know whether
the world hns existed six thousand years or twenty thousand ;
whether it was made of something or of nothing ; (-l! itself, or by
an artificer, equally in his turn requiring an awtbor? What!
uncertain as we are of what is passing around us, shall we pretend
to ascertain what is tromsacting im the sum, the moon, and
imaginary spaces ¥ Having forgotten our own infancy, shall we
nﬂend to know the infancy of the wordd T Who cam atbest what

bas mever seen?  Who can certify the truth of what mo one
comprehesnds ¢

“ Boside, what will it avail as to our existence, whether we
believe or rejeet these chimeras ¥ Hitherto neither owr fithers mor
ourselves have bad any ides of them, and yet wo do not perceive
that on that account we have experienced more or less sun, more
or less subsastence, more or less good or evil,

“ If the knowledge of these things be necessary, how is
it that we bave lirSu happily mlfnool it = these whom it
bas so much disquicted? If it be superflucus, why should we
now take upon ourcelves the burthben ¥'—Then addressing Limsalf
to the doctors and theologians: “ How can it be required of us,

and ignorant ax we are, whose every messent is scarcely
sdequate o the cares of our subwistence and the labours of which
you reap the profit; how can it be required of us to be versed in
the pumerous Bistories you have related, to resd the variety of
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books which you bave quoted, and to learn the different languages
in which they are written? If our lives were protracted 10 &
thousand years, searcely would it be sufficient for this purpose ™

“ It is mot necessary,” said the doctors, * that you sbould

ire all this science 1 we possess it in your stead.” 3

= Meanwhile,” replied these children of simplicu‘{. “ with =l
« your science, do you agree among yourselves ¥ What then is
its utility ¥ Besides, how cam you answer for us?  If the faith of
one mas may be the substitute of the fiith of many, what need
was there that you shoukl believe ¥ Your fathers might believe
for you; and that would bave been the more ressosable, since
they were the eye-witnesses upon whese credit you depend.
Lastly, what is this circumstance which you eall belief, if it bux
no practical tendency ¥ Aud what practical tendency can you
discover in this question, whether the world be oternal o no ¥

“ To believe wrong respecting it would be offeusive to God,”
said the doctors. )

“ How do you know that 7" cried the children of simplicity.

“ From our scriptares ™ replied the doctoes.

“ Weodo not understand them,” rejoined the simple mes.

“ We understand them for you," said the doctors,

“ There lies the difficulty,” resumed the simplo men. “ By
what right have you appointed yourselves mediators betwecu God
and us ¥

“ By the command of God,” said the doctors.

“ Give us the proof of that command,” said the simple men.

“ Ttis in our seriptures,” said the doctors.

“ We do not understand them,” answored the sample men;
“ nor can wo usderstand how a just God can place you over our
heads. Why does our commen {‘ullmr require us 10 believe the
saie propositions with a less degree of evidence?  He has spoken
to you; be it wo; he i infallible, he caunot decoive you, But
we are spoken to by you ; and who will assure es that you are not
deceived, or that you are incapable of deceiving? If we are mis-
taken, how can it consist with the ‘justice of God, to condemnn us
for the neglect of a rule with which we were never acquainted ¥

* He has given you the law of nature,” said the doctars,

“ What is the law of nature?” saud the simple wen. = If this
law be sufficient, why does he give us another ¥ I it be insusii-
cient, why did he give us that 2"

“The judgements of God,” replied the docters, * are mysterie
ous; his justice is not restrained by the rules of husasn justice.”

I justios with him and with ws," said the simple men, “ mean
adifferent thing, what criterion can we have to judge of his jostice ¥
And oace more, to what purpase all these laws ¥ What cod does

be proposeby them 1" 5

—
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* To render you more bappy,” replied a doctor, * by renders
ing you better and more virtwous.  God bas manifested Rimself by
»0 many oracles and prodigies to teach mankind the proper use of
his benefits, and to dmumﬁ- them from imjuring vach other,” -

“ I that be the case,” said the simple men, * the stodics and
reasonings you told us of are unmecessary : we want nothing but
to have it clearly made out 1o us, which i the religion that best
fulfils the end that ull pro?:-c 10 themselves.”

Isstantly, every groupe boasting of the superior excellence of im
morality, there arose among the partisans of the different systems
of worship, a new dispute more violent than any preceding one.
“Ours," said the Mahometans, “is the purest morality, which teaches
evory virtue useful to men and acceptable to God. We profess
justice, disintercstedmess, resignation, charity, alms-giving, and
devotion.  We torment not the soul with superstitious fears; we
live free from alarm, and we die without remerse.”

“ Apd have you the presumption,” replied the Christian pricsts,
“ to tmlk of morality ; you, whose chief has practised lieentions-
ness, and preached doctrines that are a scandal 10 all urity, and
the leading principle of whose religion is homicide anfrwu! For
the truth of this we appeal 10 experience.  For twelve centuries
past your fanatism has never eoasod 1o speend desolation and car-
mage through the nations of the carth ; and that Asia, cnce »¢
flonrishing, mow languishes in insignificance and barbarism, is
ascribable to youar doctrine; 10 that doctrine, the friend of igné-
rance, the enemy of all instruction, which, en the one band, con-
secrating the most alwolute despotism in him who commands, awd
o the other, imposing the most blind and passive obedionce on
those who are governed, has benvmbed all the faculties of man,
and plunged nations in & state of brutality.

- hw differcut is the case with our sublime and celestial mors. -
lity ! It is she that drew the carth from its Jurimitive barbarity,
from the absurd and cruel seperstitions of idolatry, from huswa
sacrifices®, nnd the ergies of Pagan mystery: it is she that
B purified the manners of men, proseribed incest and adeltery
polished savage nations, abolshed slavery, introduced new a
suknewn virtwes to the world, universal charity, the cqml;:’y of
mankind in the eyes of God, forgiveness and forgetfuluess of ine
urses, extinction of the passions, contempt of worldly greatness,

* Read the col declarstion of Faselios (Prap. Evan. 1B 3, p 11,) whs pre,
tomds that since the coming of Chrit, there bare beeo selther war, wor tyramts,
nor eatmibals, nor sodemutos, wor pevsons committing (peest, por savages Sevoss
Ing their paceata, S, Whan sy reed these falbers of the chereh, we see astenished
ol their imlnsonity or (nfalanlios,
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and, in 'cboﬂ. taaght the mecessity of & life perfectiy boly amd
intnal.”
Va We admire,” said the Maboretans, “ the case with which you
ean roconcile that evangelical charity and meekness of which yoa
s0 much beast, with the injuries and outrages that you are cot-
tinually exercising towards your neigbboer. When you criminate
with 3o little ceremeony the morls of the great charscters reversd
by us, we bave a fair opportuaity of retorting upon you i the cone
duect of him whem vou adere: but we disdain such advantages,
and, confining eurselves to the real object of the question, we
maintain, that your gespel morality is by wo means charactorised
by the perfoction which you ascribe toir, It is not true that it
has introduced iato the world new and unkmown virtues ; for ex«
ample, the equalnty of maskind in the eyes of God, and the fra-
ternity and beaevolence which are the consequonce of this equa-
lity, were tenets formerly professed by the sect of the Hermotics
and Samaneans®, from whem vou have your descent,  As to for-
ivemess of snjuries it had been taught by the Pagans themselves ;
ﬁ:n in the latitude you give it, it censes to be a virtue, and becomes
an immoeality and a crime, Your bomted precepr, to him that
strikes thee on thy right cheek, turn the other a'}w. is mot ouly
contrary to the feelings of man, but a flagrant violation of every
principle of justice; it emboidens the wicked by impunity, de-
znnlu the virtuows by the servility to which it subjects them;
elivers up the werld to disorder and tyranny, and disolves the
bands of society : such is the trwe spirit of your doctrine. The
precepis amd parables of your gospel also never represcut God
other than as & despot, acting by wo rule of equity; than 5s a par-
tinl fazher, treating @ debauched and prodigal soa with greater
favor than his ehedicat amd virtwous c-hi!«lrcni than s & capricious
master, giving the ssme wages 1o him who has wroaght ‘mt one
howr, as to those who have borne the barthen and heat of the day;
aud preferring the last comers to the first. T short, your e
ty througbout is unfrieadly to human istercoarse, & code of mis.
antheopy, calculated to give med a disgust for life aud society,
and attach them to solitude and celibacy,
= With respect to the manner in whiclz you have practioed your
boasted doctrine, we i our turn a;ipenl to the tostimony of fact
and ask; Was it your evamgelical meckness and forbearance
which excited those cndless wars among your sectarics, those stro-
cious persecations of what you call hevetics, these crusades aguinst

- - -

® The equality of mankisd s o state of sasase, wd i Aeoyor A Gold, was 0o
ol Dhe princigal Temwss of the Suancans, sod they cpposr tu S W3¢ (aly sacaals
shat ealerisioed this upunion,
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the Arians, the Manichosne, and the Protestants ; not te mention
those whi:L you bave commirted agninst us, nor the sacrilegions
associations still subsisting smong you, formed of men who have
syrorn to perpetuate them® ¥ Was it the charity of yeulr gﬁ
that led you te exterminate whole mations in America, and to
troy the empires of Mexico and Peru: that makes you still desow
late Africa, the inhabitants of which you sell like eattle, notwith-
standing the abolition of davery that you pretesd your religion
effecred : that makes you ravage India whose domnins yon

usurp; im short, is it charity that has prompted you for three cen-
turies past to disturb the peaceable inbabitants of three continents,
the most prodent of whom, those of Japan and Chins, bave been
constrained 10 banish you from their country, that they might es.
cape your chains and recover their domestie tranquility "

ﬁero the Bramios, the Rabbins, the Bonzes, the ¢ smans, the
Priests of the Molucea Islands, and of the const of Guines, over.
whelming the Christinn doctors with reproaches, cried, * Yes,
these men are robbers and bypocrites, prenching simplicity to ine
veigle coafidence; hamility, the more easy to emslave ; poverty,
im order to appropriste all riches to themselves ; they promise
another world the better to invade this: and while they preach
toleration and charity, they commit to the flames, in the name of
God, thase who do not worship him exactly as they do,™

“ Lying priesis,” retorted the missionnries, * it is you who abuse
the credulity of ignorst nations, thas you may bend them to your

3 your ministry is the art of imposture and deception : you

ve made religion a system of avarice apd cupidity ; you foign
to have correspondence with spirits, and the oracles they isswe
are your own wills: you pretend to read the stars, and your de-
sires only are what destiny decroes: you mako idols speak, and
the gods are the mere instraments of your passions; you have in-
vented sacrifices and lbations for the sake of the profit you would
thus derive from the milk of the Bocks, and the Besh and fag of
vietims ; and under the cloak of piety you devour the offerings
made to Gods, who camnot vat) and the substance of the people,
obtained by industry snd toil,”

“ And you,” replied the Bransing, the Boazes, and the Chamans,
“ sell to the credalons survivor yain prayers for the souls of his
dead relatives,  With your indulgences amd absolations you have
arrogated to yourselves the power and funetions of God hirsself;
snd making a tmfc of hs grace, you bave put beaven up to

* The Outh falen by the Kuights of the Osder of Malia, is 00 kill, or make the
Ara puisosees, fov the glory of Ged, :
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of crioses that bas perverted the consciences of men®.

* Add to this, ™ id the lmans, * that with these wen hae ori-
giuated the most insidious of all wickedness, the absurd and im-
plous obligation of recounting to them the most impenetrable
secreds of actions, of thoughts of eeliei ¢x, (confession): by means
of which their insolent curiosity has carried its inquisition even te
the sacred sasctunry of the muptial bed®, and the inviolable asy-
lum of the heart.” .

By thus repraaching each other, the chiefs of the different wor.
ships revealed all the crimes of their ministry, all the hiddes
vices of their profession, snd it appeared that the spirit, the system
of comduct, 1he actions and mansers of pricsts, weee, among all
wations, uniformly the same ; that every where they had fornsed
secret assosiations, corporutions of idividuals, encmics 10 the rest
of the society? swethat they had attributod to themselves certain

suction, and have founded, by vour syatem of expiat'i'w.l tariff

® As loog aa It sdall be pomible to ehaain purifestion from crivews, sed ex-
.-rb. from panahiscet b{ weonas Of mency or oiber frivolons practioes | o |
o Aings and grewt meem shall suppose that balldieg tesples or Imtinting frands.
thone, will absalve them from the gullt of oppresion dod bomdcade: ms bong a0 o~
dividuals shall imagise that they may reb wad chost, provided they ohuerve fast
during Lest, g0 0 coafomion, snd crocive extorsie sariivn, it is impomibde there
shonuld exint ie society say moralicy o virtue ; and it i foom » dorp coaviction of
Trath, that & moders pallusapher has cxllod the doctrise of explations fu rerole
den snciolier.

t The Mosulmans, whe mppose womes 00 have oo souks, sce hecked ot fhe
ien of confinsion, sad say, How can to bosest man thiak of listeslag 34 the recital
wl the actiont or the socret thonghis of 3 woraa ! May we sl abo sk, oa the other
band, how cun an hooest woman eossest 1o revenl them !

§ That we may understond the groenad follags of priests respectiog the rest of
mankind, whem they alwwys call by the name of the peeple, let us bﬂnnvnlﬂu_
doctors of the chbarch, = The piupde,™ says Eiabap Syuscuine, ia Calrid, puge 335,
Woare desivons of being deceived, we cannet st othrew e respecting them, The
cone was siimnfar with 1he anclent priesss of Egypt, end for this reason they shat
themucdves ap @ Beir temping, asd Diere componed Chair myaterios out of the
reaeh of the ey of the pruple™  And forgettiog what e Mad just befine mid, be
e, For had the prople boen in the sevet, they might have bren offesded at the
deorption played upon them. o the moan time, Sow i it possible 1o condunt
one’s i otherwine with Ve poople, »o loag ax they are the people ! For my owy
poety 00 mywed Eabodl always be 3 philasspher, bul in dealing with the reass of -
sankind §aball Lo o priest.”

* A Kele jargen,” says Gregoery Naziazom ta 5t Jerome, ¢ Hleron. ad Neph. )
® Is o1l that is nccomary to impase on the pevple.  The Tom they compredend, the
mere they admie.  Our Auefathors and doctars of the chaned have ofirs sid, oot
what they Shanghr, bat what clerwantunces nad secessiny dictated 10 them =

“ We endoavounr,” snys Sascvainthes, " ie excite o‘.\nm By wwnns of fhe
marvclbous™ (Frep, Lravg. 106, 2 )

Sack was the conduct of 08 the pricats of assiguity, sed bs il that of the B
wises arnl Lemar, who ars the exact cosntorpart of the Exyption pricsts. Sech was
e practice of the Jewsite, wha marchod wah sty strides ia i seme enver. It
I warlens B0 paist snil the whale depravity of sech & dectrine. [n pewcral, rvery
Satacin o which bos myatery for e backs, or an sath of sccreay, s o league of ool
Bers apainnt soclety, & beagae divided in its rery bosom inge Kanres ol depes ; or,
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prevogatives and immunities, in order 1o bhe exempd from the har-
thens which fell upon the other classes = that they shared meither
the toil of the labourer, nor the perils of the soldier, nor the vicis-
situdes of the merehant:—that lc;lled o life of celibacy, to aveid
domestic inconvenionces and cares that under the zarb of po-
verty, they found the secret of bocoming rich, and of procunn
every enjoyment ; that under the name of mendiennts, they mﬁ
lected imposts more considerable than those puid to princes:
—that under the appellation of gifts and offerings, they obtained
& cerain revense wnaccompanied with trouble or expence: that
upon the pretext of soclusion and dey otion, they lived inindolence,
and licentiousness :—that they had made alms a virtue, that they
might subsist in comfort wpoa the labour of other mes ~—ihat they
bad invented the coremonies of worship to attract the reverence of
th- le, calling thenaeclves the medintors and interpreters of the
Gods, with the sole view of nesuming all his power; and that for this
purpose, according to the knowledge or ignorance of those upen
whom they had to work, they made thomwmelves, by tures, satro.
logors, casters of planets, augurers, magiciana®, necromancers,
uacks, courtiers, confessoes of princes, always aiming at ine
amm for their own exclusive advantsgos :that sometimes they
bl exalted the precogative of Kings, and held their persons to be
sacred, to obtain their favour or participate in their power :—that
at others they bad descried this doctrine and pr the mar-
der of tyrantx (reserving it to themselves to specify the tyransy),
in order 1o be revenged of the slighes and disobedionce they bad
expericoced from them sethat at all tinses they had calied by the
naine of impicty what proved injurious 1o their interest; bad ope

in other words, agesns snd stramente. Tt b thes we onght to Jedge of thove me.
dern clubs, which under the name of Tluminatists, Nartieists, Cogliostirantstn,
Froemunoas, snd Mosawvites, infort Enrope. Thewe sochetis spe the follivs and do-
veplions of the anvient Cabalists, Magicinne, Chphitn, Ac. who, sy Plutared, led
into evran of conssderable maguitude ot andy individuale, Dot kisgs sl natioas.

® What b 8 Magician, i the sense in which the pesple snderstand the word ! A
toan who by wiods and gostares peelends to 01w i prrvatonl briags, snd com-
pele them ta descend at hin call nad obey Mis orders.  Soch was e copdinet of the
SRebeat proesin, aad sech b otill that of oll prieses, ba lolations nativar, Sar which
rresin we have given them the descaniantion of Magiciens,

And when & Chrution pries pretends to wake God devcend foomm heaves, to fx
Blow 10 & wvrnel of loaven, sad 10 render, by menms of this salisemas, soals pure ansd
In & state of prace, what in all this but & triek of magic?  And where s the dif.
feremer Betwerw & Chaman of Turtary, who luveles the penll, or an Fadies Bramin,
who makes his Vichemou descesd in o vemel of water 1o drive swar evil pivita !
Yeu, the identity of e spirit of petesta in every sge sed country is fully seeabliah.
! Every where W in the sasamption of an exclusive privilege, the pretends d facnl.
Iy of woving ol will the powers of watare; and thie Foanim e B s dirert & vio.
batiow of the right of eqgeaiag, that whesever the prople shall reguin their impartaser,
Aoy will for enve sbedish 1hin sacrdegions kind of molulity, which bus beew the type
and parent vieck of tie othey spevies of schilly.
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blic instruction, that they might mosopolize sciewce;
wnd im short, had universally found the secret of Living in tran-
willity smbdst the usarchy they occasioned; sectre, under the
potsm they sanctivaed ; in indoleace, amidst the industry
they recommended; nnd in abundance, in the very bossm of
scarcity 3 and all this, by carrying oo the singulor commerce of
selling words and gestures 1o the eredulous, who paid for them
as for commodities of the greatest value®.

Then the people, seized with fary, wore upon the point of tear-
ing 1 pieces the men who had deccived them ; but the legiststors
arvesting this sally of violence, and addresssng the chiefs nnd doc-
tors, said ¢ And isit thus, O imstitutors of the poople, that you
bave misled and abused thew ¥"

And the terrified priests veplied : “ O legislators, we are nws,
and the poople are so superstitious ! their weakuoss excited us to
take advantage of it

And the kings suid: “ O legmlators the people are so servile
and 50 ignoraut! they have prostrated themselves bedore the yoke
whiech we senrcelv bl the boldness to show 1o thens."

Then the legislators, turming fowards the people, said to them:
% Remember what you have just heard ; it contains two imporiant
truths., Yes, it is yourselves that cusse the evils of which you
complain ; it is you that encourage tyrants by a base flattery of
their power, by an aboord adwmiration of their pretonded benelis
cence, by evaverting obedience imto servility, and liberty inta
licentiousness, and receis ing every impesition with credulity,  Cun
vou think of punishing upon them the errors of Your ewe iguo-
rance and selfishncss 47

And the people, smittem with coufusion, ressxined in o welan-
<boly silence. :

* A corious wark vould be e comparative Nistacy of the Agunser of the pope
aed e paatile of the goard Lama. N woeld be worth whidle tu exiesd this ki to
reilgiaes germmasios i praoeal, and to coafesnt ceduisa by column, 1he annlag v
o evnirasmg poiats of Faith sl supovsdions pracices e all satioos. There s wce
more » of supenstativn wiich it woald be oy 1ally salagary 1ocwre, bad vese-
utica for the great, aod fr 1hie parpess i would be slude suflicion! te wriicn
nute detnil of the peivate life ul Kinge %0d prisies,  No work gosid by w phille
sophicnl s thin: mad socundizgly we bave sora what u geversl cutoey was excited
among Sluge and tho paaders of Kluge, whau the Auodeteon of the Conet of Bodio firsg
™ wod Wt wonld be Uhe slarm were She publc pul in pusscsiion of the seqenl
of this wark ! Woere the pouple farrly soquaitted wich all the crmes sl oll 1he
shewrdition of this sprcien of Wled, they would vo boager be o psed 10 cuvel Deie
spotinms ploainros, of wiied the plasiible and hollove sppenmnce distuits thele

prece, aod biadors (hem from cajuyiag e much asre wolid bappless of Uheir ven
condtan,

$ Consider in this view the Dealantery,

T The Sababitmats of Yicews, for exanple, who Mararserd themndves fike carile
wad diew b3e clact of Lavpuid, v et s

-

-— e
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v

CHAP. XX1v,

Sorvrion oF vuk Promisx op CONTRARDICTIONS,

TuE legislators then resumed their address, * O nations ™
waid they, “ we bave beard the discussion of your opmions; and
the discord that divides you hos suggested 1o us various reflections,
whichwe beg leave to propose to you as questions which it is ne-
Sessary you should solve.

* Conwdering, in the first place the numerens and contradice
tory creeds you have adopted, we would ask om what motive your

Tasion s founded ! s it from doliberate choice that ou

ave enlisted uader the banners of eme prophet rather liu
Under those of amother? Before yon sdopted this doctrine in
Preference to that, did you first compare, did you maturely exa-
mine them ¥ Or has ot your belief been rather the chanco re-
sult of birth, and of the empire of education amd babit? Are
you not born Christions on the banks of the Tiber, Mahometans
oo those of the Eupbrates, Idolaters on the shores of Indis, in the
ame manner 3 you are born fair in cold and tempemto regions,
aud of a sable complexion under the African sun! And i your
opinions are the effect of your position on the globe, of parentage,
of imitation, are such fortuitous circumstances to be regarded as
grounds of conviction and arguments of trath,

“ In thesecond place, when wo reflect on the roseviptive spirit
sid the arbitrary intolerance of your mutunl ¢ uimns, we are tor-
rified at the covseqeences that flow from your principles.  Nations!
who reciproeally doom ench other to the thenderboles of celestial
wrath, suppose the universal being whom you revere, were at this
woment 1o descend from beaven among thix crowd of people, and,
clothed in all his power, were to sit wpon this throne 10 judge you:
suppose him o say—* Mortals! | consent to .dopt‘your OWR princi-
ples of justice into my administration, Of all the diferent re IZIOnN
you profess, a single religion shall now be preferred to the rest
all t::oolluﬂ, this vast multitade of standards, of nations, of pro-
phets shall be condemmed to everlasting destruction.  Nor is this
enough : among the different sects of the chosen religson one
only shall expericnce my favour, and the rest he condemned. 1
waf go farther than this: of thas single sect, of this one religion, I

will reject all the individuals whose conduct bas net everesponded

to their speculative epts. O man! few indeed will then bo

the wusber of the cr:::you assigu me! Penurious hereafler will

be the stream of beneficence which will succoed to my unbounded

werey! Rare und solitary will be the entslogue of admirers that
. you kenceforth destive to my grestzess and my glory.”
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And the legislators arising said: * It is encugh; have
pounced _vourg will, Ye wavons, behold the urn mlncb ’p::;
pames shall be placed ; one single name shall be drawn from 1he
multitude; approach and conclude this terrible lotrery.” —But
the people seized with tervor cried : “No, no; we are brethren and

wals, we cannot consent o comdemn each other.,"—<Then the

islators having resamed their seats continued ; “O men! who
dispute upon so many subjects, lemd an attentive eartoa problem
we submit to you, and decide it in the exercise of your own
Judgments.”—The prople accordingly lent the strictest attention;
and the begislators lifting one hand towards beaven, and pointing
to the sun, said: * O natioss ! is the form of this sun, which en.
Jighteas you, triangular or square ¥ —and they replied with one
voice, * It is neither, it is round.”

Then taking the golden balsnce that was upon the altar, *this
metal,” .keflbo legishaters, * which you handle every day, isa
mass of it beavier \ian an{codm' mwass of equal dimensions of
brass 1'—* Yex,” the people again unamimously replied ; * gold
is heavier than brass,”

The legisistors them took the sword, * Is this irom less hard
than lead 1= No," s3id the nations.

“ Is sugnr sweet and gall bitter "—* Yes."

“ Do you love pleasure, and bate pain 1" Yex."

* Respecting these objects, and a multiplicity of others of a
similar patare, you have then but one opinion.  Now tell e, is
there an abyss in the centre of the earth, and are these inhabitaate
iu'the moon 1"

At this question a general noise was heard, and every nation

ve a different asswer,  Some replied in the affirmative, others
ia the negative ; some said it was probable, others that it was an
idle and rdliculous question, and oc‘:m that it was a subject wor-
thy of enquiry ; in shor, there prevailed amoog thew a total dis-

m.‘.

After a short interval, the legislators haviog restored silence:
“Nations,” said they, * how is this to be accounted for? We
propesed to you certain questions, and you were all of one opi-
nion without distinction of race of sect: fuir or black, duciprn
of Mahomet or of Moses, worshippers of Bedou or of Jesus, you
all gave the same answer, We mow propose another question,
and you all differ! whence this unamunity io one case, and this
discordance in the ether ™

And the groupe of simple and untaught men replied : “ The
reason is obvioas. Respecting the finst questions, we see and feel
the objects; we spoak of them from sonsation : respecting the se-
cond, they are above the reach of our semses, and we have nogu.de
but conjecture.”

U
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“You bave solved the problem,” said the logilators; * and
the following truth is thus by your own confession establinhed :
whenever objects are present and can be judged of by your senses, |
you invariably agree in opinion ; and you differ in sentimest oaly

when they are absent and out of your reach.

i “ From this truth flows another equally clear and deserving of
notice,  Since you agree respecting what you with certainty know,
it follows, that when you disagree, it is becanse you do not know,
do not undonstand, are ot sure of the object in question: or in
other words, that you dispute, quarrel and fight smong yourselves
for what is uncertain, for that of which vou doubt. But is this
wise ; is this the part of rational and intelligent beings?

“ And i it not evident, that it & not trmlfn for which you con-
tend ; that it is not her couse you are jeslous of maintaining, but
the cnuse of your own passions and prejudices ; that it s not the
ebjoect as it really exists that you wils: to verify, but the object as
it appears to you ; that it is not the evidemce of the thing that you
are anxions should prevail, but your personal opinion, your mode
of secing and judging? There is a power that you want to exer-
eise, an imterest that you wast to maistain, & prerogative that Xw
want to assume: in short, the whole is a struggle of vanity. And
as every individeal, when he compares himog:l.l’ with every other,
finds hunself to be his equal and fellow, he resists by a similar
feeling of vight; and froms this right, which you all deny to each
other, and from the inherent consclousness of your equality,
spring vou disputes, your combats, and your intolerance.

“Now, the only way of restoring umanimity is by returning to
nature, and taking the erder of things which she bas established
for your director and guide; and this farther truth will then ap-

r from vour uniformity of sentissent ;

* That real objects have in themselves an identical, constant, and
invarsable mode of exmtence, and that in your organs exists a
similar mode of being affected and imp by them,

* But at the same time, insvmuch ax these organs are lable to
the direction of your will, you may receive different impressions,
and fiad yourselves under different relations towards the same
objects; wo that you are with respect (o them, as it were, a sort of
mirror, capable of reflecting them such as they are, and capable
of disbguring and misrepresenting them.

* As often as yoa perceive the objects such as they are, yoor
feelings are in secord with the objects, and you agree in opinson ; H

and it i thix accord that comstitutes trath,

“ On the contrary, as oftens as you differ in opinion, your dissen-
wions prove.that you do ot sce the objects such ax they are, but
vary them,

* Whence it sppears, that the cause of your dissensions is not
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in the objects themselves, but in your minds, ia the manner in
which you perceive and judge. o

“ If therefore we wouldsnnivc at uniformity of opinson, we
must previously establish certainty, and verify the resemblance
which our ideas have to their models, Now this cannot be obtaised,
except w0 far as the objects of our enquiry can be referred to the
testimony and subjected 10 the examination of our sonses.  What-
ever cannot be brought to this trial is beyoad the limits of our un-
derstanding; and we have neither rule to try it by, nor measure
by which to institute a comparison, not source of demonstration
and knowledge concerning it

* Whence it is obvious, that, in order to live in pesce and bar.
meony, we must consent uot to promounce upoa such objects, nor
anaex to them importance; we must draw a line of demarcation
between such as can be verified and such as canuot, and sepamite,
by an inviolable barrier, the world of fantastic beings from the
world of realities: that is 1o say, all civil effect must be takon
avy from theological and reli opinions,

*“ This, O natioss! is the end that & great people, freed from
their fetters and prejudsces, bave proposed to themselves; this is
the work in which, by their command, and under their immedinte

- auspices, we were engaged, whea vour kings and your priests

owme to interrapt our labours. Kings and pricsts, you may yot
for & whilo suspend the solemn publication of the laws of nature;
but it is no longer in your power 1o sanihailate or to subrert them.”

A lond cry was then heard from every quarter of the general
ssserubly of nations: and the whole of the e, unamimowsly
testilying their adherence to the sentinents mr legrisiators, en-
couraged thom to resume their sacred and sublisse undertaking
* Tavestignte,” said they, “ the laws which nature, for our direc-
tion, Bas implanted in our breasts, and form from thence an an-
thentic and immutable code.  Nor let thix code be calculated for
ene Lamily, or for ene natson only, bat for the whole without ex-
ceptson,  Be the lesgislators of the human race, s« ye are the in-
terpreters of their coremon nature,  Shew ws the line that separ-
ates the world of chimeras from that of realities; and teach us,
nfter so many religions of error and delusion, the religion of evi-
donee and trath.”

r this, the legislntors resaming their soquire into the phy-
" and constitwent artributes of man. and the motives aml af-
fections which govern hum in bis individusl and socisl -hl»ncn_\.

unfolded in the following terms the lawy on which Nature Lervelf
bia founded his felicury,
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Page 110, For sole 1o ¥ The advarre Goali decame robals and enemies®,” see
e *, page 111,
Pogy 110, For 908t 10  Called Typhon, that ir fs ray, deluge®™ see wole ¢,

15 L s "

Page 111 &iﬂl' 10 * Ia Pervia, af 8 mboeguent periodt,” sk zode §, im

same

Page 111, For nete to % Whenee are devived all vetigiowe octe §f o goy wa.
fere[," woe note %, page 119,

Puge 112, % Wikeace originated all religiows acts of @ sombre Misd®,” * Sacri-
Sces of Mood,™ saye Porphyry, * were waly offered 0o Demoas and evid Genll, ta
avert ther winth,  Demons are fond of bood, hemidicy, stesch.” Apud. Kush,
Prap Eves, page 173, “ The Egyptians,” says Plutased, ¥ soly offer Yoy
victius te Typhon. They sacwifee 1o Men & red ox, and the animal immolated Jo
Meld in execention, aml dod with all the sion of the povple” [(The Gous of
Mowrs | See Toie and Oniris

Page 112, From the same sowree fowed the divivkons of terretrint Seimgs
Info pore and dwmpure, sacred und abominedle” Strabo seys, speaking of Moses
aad the Jews, " Clrewmcinion and the probidition of cevtain Linds of wmnt, speung
Lrom superstition. " —And 1 odwerve, respecting the ceremany of ciroumcinion, thae
M object wan to take feomm the sywbel of Ouirm, 7 Pholl, ) the pevtended cdatagle
o fecandity; on obatacle which bore the seal of Typhom, * whass aature,” sepe
Flatarch, = in made up of all thas Mindure, opposer, canrer obitryetion ™

~
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LAW OF NATURE.

CHAP. L
Ox wue Law or Navore,

Q  Waar is the Law of Natere ?

A. Itis the regular and constant order of events, according
to which God rules the universe: the arder which his wisdom pre-
sents 10 the senses and reason of mankiud, to serve them oy &s
equal aad general rule of action, and to conduct them, without
distinetion of coustry or sect, towards happiness and perfection.

Q. Give e acler definition of the word Law,

A, The word faw, takon in its Diteral sense, signifies reading;
because in carly times, ordinances and regulations principally
composed the readings delivered to the pc}upre: which were made
in order that they might observe them, and not incur the penaliios
attached to their infraction : whenee it follows, that the orrginal
wage explaining the true idea, a law may be defined to be, “ A
command or & prokibition of an action, with the expressed clause
of a penalty attached to the infraction, or a reward aanexed 1o the
observation of 1he order.”

Q. Are there sueh orders in wature ¥

A, Yes.

Q. What means the word nature ?

A. The word natwre comprebends three different significations.

L. It weans the waiverse, or material world ; we say, according
to this sigwification, the Seanties of malure, the ricker of matwre:
that is, of the objects in heaven aod on earth preseuted to our
contesaplation.

" 2 It means the pescer which animetes and moves the universe,
cousidering this power as a distinct being, such as the soul is sup-
posed to be with respect to the body.  In this second sense we s,
the inteations of wature, the incompreliensible secvets of xature.
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3. It mesns the partial operation of this power, as exerted in
each individool br'::g. or in any class ofpboemgt; and we say,
in this third sense, the nature of man is an enigma ; every being
ncts according to its sadwre,

Now, sinen the accounts of each inflividual, or of each ¢'rsv of
beingw, are subjected to constant and general rules, which o n ot
be departed from without changing snd disturbing some general
or particular order of things, to these rules of action and motion
i given the same of natural baws, or laws of mafxre,

. (Give me examples of these lavs.

A, Itis alaw of nature that the sun enlightens in seccess’on
every part of the surface of the terrestrial globe: that his pro-
sence oxcites light and heat: that heat, acting on the waters,

luces vapours: that these vapours, raived in clowds iste 1be
igher regions of the stmsosphere, form themsclves into raim or
soow, snd supply, without ceasing, the water of sprisgs snd rivers,

It ix a law of nature that water Bows from an upper to a lower
siteation; that jt sevks it level: that it is heavier than air; that
all bodies tend towards the earth; that Same rises towards the
sky; that it destroys the orgnnization of vegetables and animals ;
that air & exsential to the life of certaim amimals; that in certain
cases water suffocates and kills thew: that certain juices of plants
and certain minerals sttack their organs, and destroy their life;
and the same of a variety of facts

Now, since these facts, and many similar ones, are constant,
regular, and immutable, they become xo many real and positive
commands to which man is bound to conform, ander the express
penalty of punishment attached to their infraction, or well-being
conpected with their observance.  So that, if a man were (0 pre-
tend to ace clearly in the dark, or is regardless of tho progress of
the soasoss, or the action of the elements; if he pretends 1o exist
under water without drowning; to handle fire without bwning
bimself; to deprive himself of air without suffocation ; or to drin

iwon without destroying himself; bo reccives from each infrae.
tion of the law of nature a corporal punishment proportioned to his
trapsgression. If, om the contrary, he observes these laws, and
founds bis practice om the precise and regular relation which they
bear to him, he preserves bis existence, and renders it as bappy
#s it is capable of being rendered ; nod since all these lans, con-
sidered in relation to the hwmwan species, bave in view only one
common end, that of their preservation and their happiness;
whewnce it has been agreed 10 assemble together the different
ideas, and express them by a single word, and call them ol
lectively by the name of the law ¢f nature.
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CHAP. I
Cuamacrens or 1 Law oy Narure.

Q. Wrar are the eharacters of the law of natume *

A. We may rockon ton principal ones,

Q. What is the first ?

A. To be inbiervnt in, and essential to, the existence of things ;
consequently to be primitive and anterior to every other law, so
that all those which me a4 have adopled from time to time, are only
imsitations of this; the perfection of which laws is to be measured
by their resemblance with this prissordial medel,

Q. What is the second ?

A. Itis to couanate immedistely from God, sod to be by him
offered to the contemplation of every man, while others are pre-
seated 10 us by meen only, who may hppﬂ to be vither doveivars
or deosived.

Q. What is the thisd?

A. 1tis to be common to every time and country ; that is, te
be oso and universal.

Q. Is there wo other law which is universal ?

A, No; for no other is suited and applicable to overy le
upon earth; all are local and accidental, sprung from the dif-
ferimg circamstances of places and persons; so that if a givea
man, or a given event, bad not exinted, a given law would not
have takes place.

Q. Wkat is the fowrth character ?

A. That of being uniform and invariable,

Q. Tu there o other low whick is wniferm end invariable

A. No: for that which according to cne is good snd virtuous,
is evil and vicious according to another ; asid what is at oue time
q»gmed. s often condemned at another by the same law,

« What isthe fifth character #

A. To be evident and palpable, since it consists whelly of facte
ever present to our senses, and capable of demonstration.

Q. Are theve not other laws evident 7

A. No; for they are founded on past and doubtiul facts; on
equivocal and suspicious testimony; and oa proofs which can-
net be presented to the senses.

Q. What ix the sizth character ¥

A. To be reasosable; because its precepta, and its whole doc-
trine, are comformable to reasos, and agreeable to the human
understanding.

Q. Is mo sther law rearoxable ¥

A. No; for they oll (ontndi‘rtnthc reason and understanding
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of man, and impose upon king, tyrannically, a blind and imprass
ticable beliefl

Q. Whart is the seventh charaeter ?

A. To be just; because inm this law the punishment is propore
tioned to the transgression.,

: : Q. Are there no ather lows just ¥

A. No; for they frequently attach to merit or to criminality,
disproportionate punishment or reward ; end impute morit sud
criminality to actsons which are null or indifferent,

Q. What is the cighth character ?

A. To be pacific and tolerant; becanse, according to the law
of nature, oll psen being brethren, nmd equal in rights, it advises
all to pence and tolesation, even for their errors.

Q. Are not other lmcs pacific ¥

A. No; for they all breathe dissension, discord, and war, and
divide men among each other by means of exclusive pretensions
to truth and er.

Q. What is the winth character of this lax ¥

A. To be vqually beneficent to all men, and to teach them all
the true method of being better and happier.

Q. Are wot the rest likewise bengficent ?

A. Noj for nose teaches the troe road to happiness; they all
really amsount to nething but pernicious or futile performances;
and this s proved by facts, since, afier so many laws, religions,
legwlators, and prophets, men remain still as subappy asd as ig-
poraut as they were five thousand years ago.

Q. What s the laxt character of" the low of wature ?

A, It ix its being of itself sufficient to remder men happier and
better, becanse it soclodes whatever is good and wsefal in every
other law, civil or religious: that is, it 5 in its cssence the morml
part of them all : so that, were they divested of i, they would be
reduced to the state of chimerical and imaginary opisions, and
be of no practical utility,

Q. Recapitulate all these characters,

A. 1 have said that the Law of Nature is,

' . Fyimitive ;
) Immediate, of of original emasation ;

Universal :

Invaraile

Fvident :

Reasonuble ;

Just ;

Preifie;

Beneficent :

And, of iself sueciont ;

And it v bevanse it vmites in sl all these attributes of per.
fecuon and of truth, that there has always exated i the hbuman

N
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heart an involuntary nnd secret inclination to regard it s, in a
peculiar sease, the truo religion: the oaly oneé adapted to ‘b}’
nature of man, asd the only one worthy of God, from whean it
cinanatoes,

Q. If, as you assert, il emanates im wediately from God, does
it teaek s kis cxidence ? :

A, Yes; very pmmnly ; for every man who olwerves with at
tention the astonishing sceme of the usiverse, the more he medi-
tates ot the propertus amd attributes of each exmtence, amd on
the admirable onder and harmony of their motions, the more will
he be econvinced that there is n supremo agesl, a usiversal and
identical mover, designated by the nmue of God: and it s so
true, that the Iaw of mature is sufficient to mise ux to the knuow-
ledge of God, that whatever men have pfrlrm]cd to know of
hins by any oiber means, has been constantly found to be ridicu.
lows and absurd: and they have been obliged w0 retars to the
unchangeable notions of naturnl reason.

Q. It is net true, then, that the followers of the law of nalvre
are alketats ¥

A. No: it is not trwe, On the contrary they have stronger
and mose noble ideas of the Divinity than the greater part of
maakind ; for they do wot defile it by the addition of the weak-
pesses and passions of buman nature.

Q. What ix the sorskip which they render kim 7

A. A worship which consists entirely in action ; in the obser-
wation and praciice of all the rules whick the Supreme Wisdom
has impos«k apon the motions of each being ; eternal and woal-
terable rules, which maintain the order and harmony of the
universe, amd whech, cousidered in relation o man, compose
the law of mature,

Q. Was the lawe of matwre ever knosen before the present day?

A. 1t has been spoken of in every age. The greater part of
Iawgivers bave protended to make it the basis of their laws; but
they bave brought formard only a few of its precepts, and have
had bur vaguo sleas of it ns a whole,

Q. Why has this happened ¥ @

A. Because, though it is simple in its hasis, it forms, in it de-
velopement and its consequences, a complicated aggregate, which
requires the keowledge of a number of facty, :mg the whole sa-
gacity of resson in order 10 be undersiood.

). Does nol instinet alowe instruct vz in the lose of nature?

A. No; for instinet signifies only that blind sentiment which
leads us, without discrimination, towanls whatever plonses our
Lo T

Q. Whyr, thew, is it said that the low of nature fe ongraven
o the bearts of all vecn ?




—

2 THE LAW OF NATURE,

A. Tt is saild for two reasons: let, Because it bas Been re-
marked that there are actions and seatiments common to all mas-
kind, arising fron their similar organieation. 24, Because it was
&n opinkom of the amcient philosophers, that men wore born into
the world with inoate or ready-formed idess; an opinioa which
is now demonstrated to be an error.

Q. Do philosophers then deceive themselves ?

A. Yes; they do,

Q. How kappens this ?

A. First, From their nature as men,  Secondly, Because P
rant persons call every man who reasons a philesopher, whetler
be reason well or il " Thirdly, Because those whe reason on o
varicty of subjects, and are the first to reasem on them, are liable
to deceive themselves,

Q. Sinve the law of nature is mot written, may it not be cone
sidered as arbitrary and ideal 7

A. No; because it consists altogether in facts, whose demon-
atration may be at any time recalled before the senses, and form
A science & precise and exact ax those of geometry and matbe-
roatics : and this very ciccumstance, that the law of nature forms
an exact science, s the reason why men, who are born in igno-
rance, and hive in carclessness, bave, 1ill this day, ksown it only
supserficially.

CHAP. 1L

Tue Prixcirres or vue Law or NATURE A8 THEY RPLaTR
ro Max,

Q. Uxrorp the prixciples of the low of nature as they relate
10 man.
A. They are simple and reducible to a single fandsmental

inci recept,
wQ- 5;‘0‘: is fria precept ?

A, ?df-pmtmﬁoo.‘ of the lus o -

QF Is ot happiness likesise & prece the low of nature

A, Yes: bulp:: Bappiness s an mizml circamstance, which
takes place only in consequence of the unfolding of the faculties
of man, and the developement of the social system, it is not the
rrimnry and direct end propesed by nature. Tt is an object of
uxury superadded to the necessary and fusdamental object of
solf.preservation.

Q Inwhat manner does natwre command self-preservation ?

A. By two powerful and involustary sensations which sho has
stsached as two guides or guardian geaii to all our actions : one,
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the sensation of pain, by which she informs ws of, and turns us
from, whatever teads to our destruction. )

The other, the seasation of pleasure, by which she attracts and
leads s towards every thing that tends to our prescrvation, and
the unfolding of our faculties. .

Q. Pleasere then is not an evil or @ sin, a2 the caswists have
pretended? .

A. No: it is of that class only whea it tends to the destruction
of life and bealth, which, as the casuists themselves confess, are
derived to us from God. .

Q. Is pleaswre the principle object of our existexce, as some

ilosophers have arrerted ¥

A, No: no more than rin is: by pleasure, nature cocourages
us to live; by pais, it makes us shrink from death,

Q. Hew do you prove this assertion ¥ g

A. By two palpable facts; the one, that pleasure, carried too
far, conducts into destraction : for instance, a sman who abuses
the plessure of cating and drinking, sttacks his health and injures
his existence. The other, that pain sometimes tends to our pre-
servation : for instance, n mas whe orders his mortified limb to
be amputated, suffers pain, but it & in order that he may not pe-
rish altogether,

Q. EBut doea mot this prove that our semses may decoive ue
with respect to this end of se{f-presereation ¥

A. Yeu; they may for » teoe,

Q. How do our sensations deceive we? o

A. In two ways; through our ignorance and our passions.

Q. When do they deceive us through our igmoramce 7

A. When we act without knowing the action and effect of ob-
jects om our senses: for iostanee, when a man handles nettles
without knowing their quality of stinging ; or, when he chews
opiums in ignorance of its soporific properties,

Q. When do they deceive xs through exr passions ?

A. When, theugh we are acquainted with the burtfel action
of objects, we, notwithstanding, give way to the vielence of our
desires and our appetites: for instance, when a man, who knows
that wine inchriates, drinks, notwithstanding, 1o excess,

Q. What results from these facts?

A. The result is, that the igworance in which we enter the
world, and the inordivate appetites to which we give curselves
up, are opposed to our self-preservation; that, in consequence,
the instruction of our minds, and the moderation of our passions,
are two obligatioos, or two laws, immediately derived from the
first law of preservation.

Q. Butif we are born ignevant, is not ignorasce ! @
the hwq"nru.'e! > ' . el
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A. No more thas it is for us to remain in the aaked and foehle
state of imfancy: far from its being a law of nature, Ignorance s
an obetucle in the way of all ber laws. 1t is the troe original sin,

A. Because, through caprice, or m.'-s':mlluopby. they bave com.
founded the abuse of our {nuwlulgr itself; as though, becuuse
mea misesaploy the faculty of speaking, it were necessary to
cutout their tongue; as though perfection and virtoe comsisted in
the annibilation, snd not iy the uafolding snd proper empley-
mont of our faculties,

Q. It instruction thex necessarily indispensable for man's
existence 7

Al Yes; s0 ind:’apcnnhl«-, that, withowt i, lLie must be CYery im-
stant struck nnd wounded by alf the beings which serround Lim;
for, if be did not kinow the effects of fire, be would harn himself;
of water, he would be drowned ; of optum, be would be poisoned,
I£, in the savage state, he is Unacquamted with the canning and
subterfages of animals, and the art of procuring game, ho perishes
with bunger: if in a state of society, be does not know the pro-
gress of the seasons, he ean meithor cultivate the earth, por pro-
vide himself with food : and the like mny be said of all bis acticns
arising from all bis wante,

Q. But ean man, in a state of solitude, acqwive all these ideas
necessary to Ais existence and the ux olding of kis facultios?

A. No: he cannet do it but by the asxistanco of his fellows
living with him in a state of sociely,

Q. Byt is wot a state of veciety a state snnotural to mas ?

“A. No; it s, on the COntrary, a necessity, a law imposed upon

him by bis very organization : for, 1st. Natuare has 5o constituted
the buman being, that be does net behald bis likeness of another
sex, without experiencing emotions, and an attraction mducing
Bim to live in » «llo-wn(ic state, which is already a state of society :
2d. In renderiagy him scosibde, she has so organized him, that
the wensations ofo(hrn are rellected into himself, and exeito in
bim co-sentrments of pleasare or pain, which become the attrae-
tive force and imdissoluble bond of social life: 3, Ja fise, the
state of socicty, established on the wanrs of man, ix nothing more
than an additional means of fulfilling 1he law of preservation ;
andd to say, that such & state i umnatural, becanso it is more ade
vanced townrds perfection, i to say that a frait, whick in the woods
is bitter and wild, is no longer & production of nature, after having
become sweet and delicious in t!» garden o which it has been
cultivated, ,

Q. Why then have philoscphers denowinated the savage sale

of life a state of Peyfection?

i/
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A. Bocause, as 1 bave before observed, the vilgar have often
given the appellatiou of philosophers, to capricious persoas, whe
through moresencss, wounded vanity, er disgust with the vices
of socinl life, have formed a chismoenieal ddea of the savage stale,
contradictory to their own system of the perfoctability of man,

Q. What is the true meaning of the word plifosopher ?

A. Thé word philosopher siguifies lover of wisdom : now, since
wisdous cousists in the practice of the laws of mature, that man is
a true philosopher who understands these baus in their foll exteat,
amd, with precssion, renders his evadact conformable to thes.

Q. What is man in a savage sfate?

A. A brute and ignorant snimal : a mischievous and fervcious
beast, like a bear of nn oarang-outang.

Q. Is he koppy in svch o state?

A. No: for rw has but the semsations of the moment ; and these
sensations are habitually sentiments of vielent ned pressing
wants which he canmot gwatify ; seeing that he s ignorant by
pature, and feeble by his state of insulation from society.

Q. fehefree?

A. No: be s the most slavish of beings; his life deperds on
a1l that surcoundshim; he has not the power to eat when he is hun«
gy, 10 rest himself whea he s weary, or 10 warm himsclf when
he is cold: be is in danger of perishing every instant. Natere,
it is true, has oxhibited such beings ouly, as it were, by chance :
and, it is evident, that the efforts of the bhuman mce bave, from
the hegimning, been employed to extricate it from this state of
vivlesce : so strong is the desire of preservation.

Q. But does not this desire of self” preseyvation produce in
individwals egoivm, that is, the Tove of self’; axd iz not egoirm
abkerrent to the social state ?

A. Noj for,if by egoism is understood an inclination to injure
others, it is no longer the love of self, but the katred of our
weighbour, The love of self, taken in ita trae sense, is not only
consistent with a state of society, but is likewise its firmest support 3
simce we are under a necessity of not doing injury to others, lest
they shoald, in veturn, do injury to ourselves.

Thas the presecvation of wan, and the usfolding of his facul-
ties which bave in view the same end, are the tree law which
nature has followed in the prodaction of 1lve human species : and
from this simple and froitful principle, arc derived, must be re-
ferred, and ultimately smeasured, all our ideas of good and ovil,
vice and virtae, justice and injustice, truth and error, of what is
permitted and what s forbididen : the foundation of all moeal

ti(:‘mlucc, whether in the individaal man, or the maa of socal
)
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CHAP, 1v,

Or ras Basis or Monaviry—aop CGoov—or Lvit—or Six—
OF Crames—or Vicr axp Virren,

Q. Wirar is good, according to the law of matwre ?

A. Whatever tends to preserve and uneliorate mankind,

Q. What ix evil?

A. Whatever teads to the destruction and detorioration of the
haman race,

Q. What ir understood by ruvsicar good and evil, and Monay
good and evil 7

A. By the word Nﬁvn'ccl. is meant whatever acts immediately
upon the body : health is a physical good ; sickness is & physical
evil. By moral, is understood whatever is effected by conse.
quences more or less remote: calumny is a mersl evil; a fair
r?munio- » a moral good ; because both of them are the occasion
of certain dispositions and babits in other men, wirly respect o
ourselves which are usefal or rejudicial to our well being, and
which attack or contribute to lte means of existence,

Q. Whatever then tends to Preservation or production is geod ?

A. Yes; and this is the renson why scme legislators bave
maked in the class of things plessing 10 God, the cultivation of
& ficld, and the fruitfulmess of a Woman,

?? Every thing whick texds to bring om death is of compeguence
ovi

A, Yes; and for this reason, some legisiators have extended
the idea of evil and «in to the ‘:illing of any animals,

Q. The murder of @ man, is it then a erime according to the
las: of matwre?

A. Yes; and the greatest that ean be commitied ; for all other
evils may be repaired, but murder can never be done away.

Q. W{af it sin aceording to the lew of wature ?

A. Whatever tends 1o disturb the order established by mature
for the preservation and perfectability of man and of society,

Q. Cax intention be a merit or & erime ?

A. No; for it is only an idea withowt reality ; but it is & begin-
ning of sin aud evil, by the inclination to aet, of which it is the
cause,

Q. What ir virtue according to the law of matwre ? )

A. The practice of actions which are useful to the individeal
and to socioly,

Q. What siguifies the word individwal 7

A. It signifies a person considered as insulated from every
wther.
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Q. What iz vier according to the law of natwre?

" A. Itis the practice of actions prejudicial to the individual and
L0 socaety,

Q. Have not virtue and vice an object purely spiritwal and ab-
stracted from sense 7

A. No; they are always ultimately referable 1o a physical end ;
;::: this end is invariably the destruction or preservation of the

Qy. Have vice and virtwe degrees of strength and intensity 7

A. Yes: according to the mmportance of the faculties which
they attack or favour; and according to the sumber of indivi-
duals in whom these faculties are thus assisted or injured.

Q. Give me axexample ¥

A. The action of saving a man’s life is more virtuous than that
of saving his wealth: the act of saving the lives of tem men is
more so than that of saviag the life of a single person : and an
action which is wsefal 1o the whole human race, is more virtuous
than an action useful only to a single mation. ‘

Q. Inwhat maxser does the law of nature preseribe the prac-
tice ¢f good and virtue, and forbid that of evil and of viee ?

A. By the ndvantages resubting from the practice or good and
virtue in the preservation of our bodies, and the injuries which
our very existence receives from the pmctice of nn{and vies.

Q. Itsprecepts, then are found ix and founded wpon action ¥

A. Yes; they are action itsclf, considered in it prosent effect
and s future consoquences,

Q. What division do wox make of the virtues ¥

A. Wedivide them into three classes : 1s1, Private virtues, or
those which refer to single and insulated persons: 24. Domestic
virtues, or those which relate to families: 34, Social virtues, or
those which respect society at large.

CHAP. V.
Or Ixpiviovar or Privare Vinrves.—Or Kxowirrpor.

Q. Warem are the private virtues ¥

A. There are five principal ones: namely, Knowledge: which
comprehends pradonce and wisdon,

1. Temperance; which includes sobriety and chastity.

HL Courage; or strength of body and mind. ?

IV. Activity ; that is, the love of labour, and a proper employ-
ment of our time.

V. Lasly; clesnliness, or purity of body, s well in our
clothing as in owr dwellings,

2C
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Q. How does the law of matwre prescribe to ws the possession
of knesoledge? o
A. In this way: The man who is acquainted with the causes
and effects of things, provides in a extensave and certain
manner for his own preservation and developement of his
faculties, Knowledge is for him, as it were, light acting upon
its appropriate organ, making him discern all the objects which
\ surroand him, and in the midst of which be moves with precision
and clearness.  And for this resson we used to say an enlightened
man, to designate a wise and well-informed man. By the belp of
knowledge and informstion, we are never left without resources
and means of subsistence; and whence a philosopher, who bad
suffered shipwreck, observed justly 1o his companions, who were
/ Inmenting the loss of their fortunes, * As for me, 1 carry all my
a fortune in mysel(,"

Q. What is the viee opposed to knowledge ?

A. Ignorance,

Q. How does the law of nature forbid iguovance ¥

A. By the great injury which our existence sustains from it:
for the ignorant, who are unacquainted with either causes or
effects, commit every instant mistakes, the most pernicious to
theroselves or cthers: like a blind man, who walks groping his
way, and who at every step stumbles against or is jostled by his
companions.

Q. What difference is there between an ignorant man oad o

4

A. The same that there is between a blind man who ingeni-
ously acknowledges his want of sight, asd a blind man whe pre-
tends to wee distinctly.  Felly is igworance, with & superadded

retemsion 1o knowledge,

Q. Are ignorance and folly common 7

A. Yes; very common: they are the habitwal and general
disenses of mankind. Above three thousand years since, the
wisest of men observed, that the nusiber of fools is infinite; and
the world has not ch

Q. How Aappens this?

A. Because to become informed is the work of much time and
labour; and bocause men, born iguorant, but fearful of trouble,
find lil more coavenient to remaim blind, and pretend to sce
Q’(‘l Ve

Q. ‘What difference is there between the man of learning and
the max of wisdow ?

A. The man of learning possesses the theory, and the man of
wisdom the practice.

Q. What v prodence 7

A. An anticpated view, a foresight of effects, and the comse-
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uences of every event: a foresight by which a man avoids the

angers which threatea him, and scizes and mises up opportu-
nities which are favourable : whenee it appears, that be provides,
o8 a large and sure scale, for his prescnt and future conservation;
while the imprudent man, who neither calculates his progress nor
his conduct—ihe efforts required, mor the resistances Lo overcome,
falls cvery moment into a thousand difficulties and dangers,
which, more or less, slowly destroy his facultics and his being.

Q. When the Gospel declares, * Happy are the peor in spirit,”
does it ean the ignorant and im ntl:-l? 3%

A. No; for, at the same time l{n it ndvises the simplicity of
doves, it conmects with it tlwden! canning of the serpest.
By simpleatss of spirit is t rectitude ; and the preceps of
the Gospel is no other than that of mature.

CHAP. YL
Or TeMpEmANCE,

Q. Wayar is temperance ?

A. A well-regulated employment of our facultics; which pre-
vents our ever exceeding in our sensible pleasures the end of
pature, self-conservation, It is the moderation of cur passices.

Q. What is the vice opposed to temperance /

A. The want of government over owr passioms ; an over great
cagunvess to possess cojoyments : in a word, cupidity.

Q. What are the principal branches of temperaxce ¥

A. Sobriety, and continenee or chastity,

Q. I sehat masner does the lare of natwre enjoin sobriety #

A. By its powerful influence over our bealth, The man of wo-
briety digests his food with comfort; he is not oppressed by the
weight nﬁi- aliment: his ideas are dear and casily impressed ;
he performs every fumction weoll; he attends with difigence 10 bis
business; be grows old, free from sickness; he does not throw
away his money in rensedies for disorders ; he enjoys with gay
good humour the goods which fortane or prodence have pro-
cured him, Thes does geperous nature make s thousand rewards
flow from a single virtue,

Q. By what means does she prokibit gluttony 7

A. By the numerous evils attached to it.  The glutton, op-

rossed by his aliment, digests with pain and dificolty ;b
ead, disturbed by the fumses arising doring bad digestion, is
imcapable of receiving meat and clear ideas; be gives himself up
with fury 1o the inordinate movements of luxury and asger,
which destroy bis bealth ; his body bocomes far, hr:\\‘_v. and unds
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for labour; he throagh painful and expensive fits of sick-
mess; b rarcly lives to obd age, and his Intter part of life is marked
by infirmity and di .

Q. Owght we to look upom abstivence and JSuating as virtuous
actions ¥

AL Yes; after we bave eaten too mueh; for, in that case, absti-
nence and fasting are effcacious and simple remedios ; but when
the body has need of nourishment, to refese it, and ht it suffer
throogh thirst or bunger, is madness, and a real sin aguinst the
law of nature,

: Q. Jn wehat light does this law consider drunkenness ¥

A. As the vilest and most peraicious of vices, The druskard,
da?m'rcd of the sense and reson given us by God, anes the
. g: ts of thie Divinity; he lowers himself to 5-0 condition of the

utes: incapable of dircting his steps, he totters and falls as in
; & fitol opilepsy : he woumlsﬁaimwll’, and endangers his own life:
v hs wmam in this state remders him the play-thing and the
' scorn of all around him: be contraers during his drunkenness,
ruinows engagements, and loses the masagement of Ris affairs :
bo sutfers violent and outrageons obscrvations to escape him,
which ramse him up encmies, amnd bring Kim to repentance : he
fills his houss with troable and chagring and be eoscludes by a ¢
prematare death, or an old age, m:mnlm and diseased.
Q. Doex the law of nature abalutely forbid the use of wine ?

A. Nog it only furbids the abuses of it: but as the masage,
froan the proper to the improper wse of it, is, for the vulgar, very
short undp casy, perhaps those legislators, who have forbidden 1he
wse of wine, have, in so doing, rendered a service to mankind.,

Q. Docs the lawe of nature forbid the wee of certain meats axd
vegetables, on certain days, or during certain seasons ?

A. Noj it forbids only what is absolutely peejudicial to bealth:
its 15 on this score vary as men do, and compose a very de-
licate and important scionce; for the quality, the Hu-nlily. and the
combination, of our aliments, have a \-07 great inflecnce, not only
oa the mementary affections of the mind, but likewise on its babits
and dispositions. A man fasting is not the same a5 after u ropast,
though of the most sober kimd, A glass of wine, a dish of coffee,
produce various degrees of vivacity, activity, disposition to anger,
b sadness, of gaiety : one spocies of food, because it lies heavy on

the stomach, ronders a person morose and peevishi; another,
which is casily digested, disposes to choerfalness and Jove, and
produces in us an inclination to be obliging. The wse of vege-
tablos, as they affoed little nourishment, render the body weak,
andd imduce repose, inactivity, and mildness of charctor: 1he use
of thesh meats, as they mourish much, and of spiritious liquors, as
they stumulote the nerves, induce liveliness, restlessness, audacity.

—_——
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Now, from these habits of taking different kipdl of food, result
constitational habatx, which form in the end various temperuments,
each distinguished by a peculiar character ; and hencw it appears,
why ia ot countries legmlators have promulgated, as laws, rules
of diet, Long experience had tanght the ancients, that the diet.
etic science composed a comsiderable portion of that of morals ;
among the Egyptans, among the ancient Persians, and oven
among the Groeks, in their Areopagus, affairs of consequence
were never debated on, except the members of the council were
fasting ; and it has been remarked, that among every gm le who
delibetate during the warmth of a repast, or during the fumes of
digestion, the debates are invariably furious and gurbulen', and
their results frequently usressomable and destructive of the pub.
lic peace,
CHAP. VIL 4
Or Coxtixexce.

Q. Dors the law of wature prescribe continence 1

A. Yes; because moderation, in the enjovment of the most
vielent of our sensations, is not ouly serviceable, but indispensi-
ble for the maintonance of our strength and health ; and bocause
it may be demonstrated by a simple caleulation, that, in return
for a fow minutes of privation, we are repaid by long days of
vigour of mind and body.

Q. How does it forbid libertimiom 1

A. By the innumerable evils which it entails upon our exist.
ence, physical and moral.  The man who abandons hisaself to it,
becomes enervated and languid ; be is no longer able to attend
to bis stodies or his business; be contracts idle and expensive
Babits, which diminish his means of livelihood, his reputation
and his credit; his intrigues occasion him cmbarrsssments, cares,
quarrels, and law-suits, not to take into the account heavy and

- grievous discases ; the decrease of his strength by an internal

and slow poison ; the stupefaction of his intellect by the exhnus-
tion of the nervous influence ; and, lastly, a premature and infirm
old age.

Q. Is that consemmate chastity, which is so wwek incnlcated
e monastic institutions, reqarded ax a virtuo by the natwral law?

A. No; for such chastity i neither of utility to the society st
large where it is prevalent, nor even to the individuals whe are
rigorously observant of it; nay, it iv demonstrably prejudicial to
both. lo the it place it is detrimental to society at large, be-
fausn it ehocks the rogress of its population, which is ane of s
great sources of wealth and power : and becauso the persons who
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devote themssolves to a life of celibacy, by confining their viows
and affoctions within the narrow sphere of their own existence,
for the most part coniract a welfash partiality for themselves,
which abenates their minds from the gt.rn{ interests of the
community.

In the second place it is imjurious to individuals, beesuse it ex-
cludes them from a multiplicity of affections and relations, which
huve a considevable share ia the formation of the damestic and
social virtwes.,  Again, it frequently baj from the circum-
stances of age, tempersment and diet, mbnlula continence
impairs the th, and lays the foundation of serious discases,
by counteracting those laws by which mature maintains and per-
petuntes the species.  Not to mention, that those who are such
rigid and enthusiastic advocstes for unlimited abstinence in this
respoct, even where their sincerity cannot be ealled in question,
totally militate aguinst their own doctrine, which comsecrates the
lnw; of nature by the well known command, Be Jrwitful and
multiply.

Q. Plf'h_u is ehastity conridered as a virtue of greater import.
ance fo swomen than to men /

A Because the breach of chastity in weomen is attended with
far more alarming and injurious consequences to themselves and
o society ; for, excluively of the affictions and disesscs of every
demomination to which they are liable in common with the other
sex, they incur all the varioes inconvensemces that precede, ac-
company, aud follow a state of motberhood, of which they run
the bazard ; and, if this should chamce out of the palo of the law,
they became ex | to the scorn and derision of the world,
which unavosdably embitters the remaining portion of their ex-
istemce.  Again, they are surcharged with the expenses arising
from the mamtenance and education of children that are unpro.
tected nnd without relations ; by which means they become im-
poverished and distressed both in mind and fortune, In this
state, deprived of that freshuess and that health in which their
charms chiefly consist, currying about with them an unusual asd
painful burden, they are less sought after by the men; they find
0o solid establishment, they fall toto poverty, misery, abasement,
and drag on in wretchedness a life of abject unhappiness,

Q. Does the lawe of natuere descend to soraple our desires or
thonghts 7

Al Yes g beeanse ncconding to the physical laws of the haman
bedy, theughts and desires awaken the senses, and soon stimulate
to action. Moreover, by another law of nature, in the orguniz.
tion of our body, these actions become o species of mechanionl
want, repeated according o the periods of days or weeks; so that
at any given epock the want or desire 10 perform a given action,
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or to produce a given seeretion, always arises: and if this action
or secretion are prejudicial to health, 1he habit becomes destruc-
tive of life im:ls hus desires and thoughts become of real i
portance in nature. ;

Q. Ought modesty to be convidered as a virlue 7

A. Yes; because modesty, considered as a bashful timidity
with rd 1o certain actions, maintains the mind and body r «il
the habits tending 1o the good order nnd self-prescrvation of the
individeal. A modest woman s esteemed, songht sfter, esta-
blished in all the advastages of fortume, which assure her exims-
tence, and remder it agreeable; while the immodest womsen sad
the prostitute are despised, rejected, and abandoned 1o miscry

aad disgrace.

CHAP. VIIL
Opr Covraas AxD AcTiviTy,

Q. ArE coxraye, and strength of body and mind, virtxes, eo-
eording to the lavw of matwre ?

A, ﬁ-; and very mportant virtees; for they are cffcacions
and indispensible means of our effecting our preservation and
well being, The courageous and strong man repels opprossion ;
defends b life bis, liberty, his property ; by his labour he pra-
eurea for himsell subsistcoce in abundance, and enjovs it with
tranquility and peace of mind, If any mwfortune bappens re
kim frem which his prudence could not guard him, he supporis
it with firmacss and ressgantion ; and, for this reason, the ancient
mornlists accounted strength and courage among their four pein-
cipal of virtwes,

Q. Oxght weakness and coavardice to be eonsidered ar vices ?

A. Yes; since it is tree that they are connected with a thoo-
ssod calamities, The weak and cowardly live in the midst of
eare, and in perpetual ageny ; their health is undermined by the
terror they are vader, often an ill-founded one, of danger and as.
tack : nm{tll'u terror, which is itself an evil ; 35 not the resnedy
of any other ovil; on the contrary, it renders san a slave to who-
ever is desirous of oppressing him; asd by the subjection ned
abasement of all his facultics, degrades and corrupis Lis miesns
of existence, and makes his life depead, as it wore, on the will
and caprice of other men.

Q. Bwt, after what you have said of the influence of aliments,
are nol coxrage and stremgth, as sell as many other virturs, v @
great measure the offect of our temperament, exr physical eousti-
« plaom,
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A, Yes; this is true, to such a degree, that these qualities are
transmitted to us in our birth, and by our blood, with the clements
on which they depend. Repested” and unvarying facts prove,
that, in cvor{ race of animals, certain physical and moral quali-
tica, attached to the various individuals ‘of each race, are aug-
mented or diminished according to the combinations and admix-
ture which take place between the several races.

Q. But if owr wills and exevtions are wot s (Reiest to procure
s these gualities, is it a crime in xs to be destitute of them ?

A. No; it s not a crime, bat a misfortune; it is what the
ancients call a melancholy fatality ; but evenm in this case, it is
still in some measure in our power to wire them; for, from
the moment we have learnt on what physical elements d¥pends
such and such qualities, we are enabled'to prepare for thewr pro-
daction, and to excite them 1o unfold themselves by an able ma-
nagement of the elements; and in this consists the science of
education, which, according as it is directod, perfects or res-
ders worse both individuals and entire races, 50 as 1o change
nltogether their nature and inclinations: and this it is which
renders so important the knowledge of the baws of nature, by which
these operations and changes are. effected with certainty and of
necessity.

Q. Why do you say that activity is a virtue, according to the
law of nature?

A. Because the man who labours and employs his time use-
fully, derives, fiom so doing, innuwmerable advantages with
Tes to his existence, Is he ¥ his labour fernishes him
with subsistence: and if, in addition, he is sober, continent, and
pradest, be woon acquires many coaveniesces, and enjoys the
sweets of life: his very labour produces in him those virtues;
for s long as he continues to employ his mind and his body, he
is pot affected by inordinate desires; be is free from dullness;
be contracts mild and pleasant habits; he nagments his strength
and bis health; and arrives to an old age of felicity and peace.

Q. Are idlexess and sleth, then, vices in the erder of mature !

A. Yen; and the most pernicious of all viees; for t ey lead to
every other. In idleness and sloth, man remains ignorant, and
even loses the knowledge which he had before nequired, falling
into all the evils which accompany ignorance and folly. In idle-
ness and sloth, man, dcrou.nsl‘by listless dullness, gives himself
up to all the lusts of sense, whose empire, a5 it encreases and ex-
tends from day to day, readers him intemperate, gluttonous,
luxurious, encrvate, cowardly, base, and despicable,  The cer-
tan effocts of all which vices are, the ruin of his fortune, the
wasting of his bealth, and the termination of hix life in the an-
gish of disease and poverty,

g
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‘Q Ir1 saderstand yow, 3¢ would appear that poverly "o

vice 7

A. No: it in not avice, bat still less 5 it avirtue; for it iz
much more frequently injurions thas useful ; it is ever commonly
the result of vice, or its figst occasoon ; juf every individual vice
conducts towards indigenee, even to the priveton of the neces-
saries of life s and when & man is m wane of the necessarics, Lie is
on the point of endeavouring to procure them by vietoas methods;
that is, methods hurifiel to society, All the private virtues, oa
the contrary, tend to procure for man an shandance of rubsistence :
and whea lie bas more than be can consuaee, it becomes more casy
for hit 1o give it to others, and to perforin actions usefisl Lo sucicry.

Q. Do wow lovk wpom yickes ax @ virlwe ¥

A. No: but still less are they a vice, It is their employment
only which c2a be denominated virtuous oF vic.ous, cording as
it is useful or hurtful to man and tosuciety.  Wealth 5 an instre-
meat, whose use and employwent oaly determine ils viciousuess
or virtue,

CHAP. IX.
Oy CrpasLisess

Q. Way do you raxk cleanfiness in the class of virtues ?
A. Because it isreally one of the mest imporinat, ns it has
werlul infleence on the bealih apd preservation of the body.
Neanliness, as well in our garments as birour dwellugs, preven s
the peraicious effects of dasnpness, of bad smelis, snd of contne
gi0ws vapours arsoog from substances abaupdoved 1o putrdy:
cleanliness k up o free pemspiral.on, fenews the a'r, refreslios
the blood, and even animates and enlivens the mind, Wlhence
we see thatpersons, attontive to the leanliness of their nerscus
and their babitations, are in genernl more Lealiby, and less ex.
posed 10 diseases, than those who live in filth 20d wastiness ;
asd it ey moreover be remarked, that cleanliness brings with
it, througbout every part of domestic discipline, kabits of order
and arrangement, which are amoeg the fGisst and best methods
and eletacnts of happiness,

Q. Is wucleanliness, then, or filthiness, @ real vice ?

A, Yor: as real as drankensess or s alotk, from which, for
the most part, it derives iis erigin.  Uncleanlioess i secondary,
and ofien o first cause of a muohitode of slight disorders, and
even of dangerous sicknesses, 1t is well keown in wedicine, that
it generates the itch, the seald-bead, the feprosy, vo less cer.
tainly than the same disorders are produced by coutugted or ecrid
dJewsnts: that it coptnibuies to the comtageous porer of the
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pingue and of malignant fevers ; that it even gives birth to them
1o Bospitals and prisons; that it occasions rheusastiam, by in-
erusting the skin with dirt, and checking perspirations not to
mention the disgraceful inconvenience of gqing d?voured by in-
sccts, the unclean appendage of abjoct misery.

For this cause, the greater part of the ancient legisiators have
constituted cleasliness, ander the title of purity, one of the es.
wentinl dogras of their several religions ; bence the reason of
their driving from scciety, and subjecting evea 1o corporal pu-
pishment, those who sutfered themmelves to be sttacked by the
diseases which are engendered by uncloanliness ; why they ine
titated and comsecrated the ceremonies of ablation, bat ing, bap.
tism, and of purification even by fire, and by the armatic ef-
fluvin of incenses, myrrhs, beazom, &e.  So that the whole 5y%e
tem of bapure taints, all these rites, referring to things clean
and unclean, which in after times degenerated jnto prejudices
and abuses, were, in their origin, derived from the Judicious
observations, made by wise aad well-informed men, on the great
inflaence which the deanliness of the body, both with Tespect
to its clothing and its habiestion, possesses  over the health,
and, by an imediate consequence, over the mind and the moeal
facultien .

Thus all the individual or private virtaes bave, for their more
or less direct and more or less proximate end, the preservation
of the man who practices them ; whileo by the preservation of each
individual, they tend to insure that of the family and of socicty at
large, which i nothing mere than the united sum of those m!nn-
duals,

(—’HJ\P. x‘
Or Dosestic Vixrugs,

Q. Warar do you mean by domestic virtwes »

A. I mean the practice of those actions which arme usefal to a
family, that is, to & pumber of persons living usder one roof.

Q. What are those virtwes?

A. Ecomomy, parental atfection, conjugnl love, filial love, bro-
therly love, aod the fulfilment of the reciprocal duties of amaster and
acrvant.

Q. Wihat is economy?

A. Taken in its extessive signification, it is the admi-
nistration of whatever comcerns the existence of & family or
bousehold ; but, as subsistence bolds the first rank among thess
circamstances, the ward cconomy has been restricted to the em-
p:ormlo!mmcy ia procaring for us the priaary wants
of L,
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Q. Why iz economy & virlue ?
A. Because the man who enters into no useloss expence, always
405 2 aupmlmudancr. which constitutes rea wealth, nad
E means of which he procures for himee!f and bis family aki
that is truly wsefal an convenient; without taking iuto the
account, that by this means he ensares to himwlfl resources
agninst accidestal and unforeseen losses: 30 that himself
and his family live in a tranquil and pleasant state of ense, which
is the basis o{ all buman happisess.

Q. Are dissipation and prodigality, then, viees ¥

A. Yes; for they bring a man ai last to the wast of the ne-
cessaries of 1ifi; be falls into poverty, misery, and abject dis-
grace; so that even his acquaintance, fearful of belng obliged
to restore to him what he bas squandered with thew or u?m
them, fly from him as & debtor from bis creditors, and be oft
abandoned by all the world,

Q. #hat s parental affection ?

A. The sssidwous eare which a parent takes to bring up his
children in the babit of every sction useful to themselves and to
wociety.

Q. ’ln swhat respect is parental tenderness a virtue, with respect

to parexts?
X? In as much 3s the parents, who bring up their children ia
ood babits, lay up for the whole course of their lives those en-
Joyments and aids which are grateful to us at all times, and en-
sure against old age those supports and consolations which are
required by the waats and calamities of that peried of life.
%. Is parestal affection @ common virfue !

A. No: notwithstanding all parents make a parade of it, it is
a rare virtue; they do not fove their children ; they caress them,
and they spoil them: what they fove in them is, the agency of
their wills, the instrunsents of their power, the trophics of their
vanity, the play-thing of their lemure bours, It is mot so much
the good of their children that they propose, as their submission
and obedience : and if amongst children we find so many exam-
ples of Klial ingratitude, it s because amongst rents thete Gle
0 many examples of ignorant and despotie Kindness,

Q. Why do yox say that conjugal love is @ virtwe?

A. Because the concord and union which are the consequences
of the affection subsisting between martied persons, establish i
the besom of their fumily a muliztade of habits which comtnibate
10 its prosperity and conmervation: united by the bonds of marnage,
they love ther household awd quit it rarely ; they superintend
every part of its adusinistration ; they atle ad o the education of
their children they keep up the respecifulness and Gdelity of their
domestion; they preveat al& disonder aned Jassipation ; s, by the
wheole of their good conduct, live n easc and repuation ! w hike
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those married persans, who have no sffection for cach other, £l
their dwelling with quarrels nnd distress, exeite war among their
chidron ond smong their domestios, and Tead them both into
every Kind of vicious babit; wo that each wistew, pillages, and
Tobs, in their seversl ways: their revenues are absorbed without
returs; debts follow debis; the discontented parties fly each
other, and recur to baw.suits: and the whole Fanidy fally into dis.
ocder, ruim, d sgrace, and the want of the necessaries of life.

Q. Is advliery a erime accordivg 1o the Law of natwre?

« Yes; for it s followed by & nurveroas train of habits hurtfal
€0 the married persoas and 1o their family, The wife or the hus-
band, given up to the love of strangers, neglect their owan dwoll.
g, desert i1, amd divere as muach as possible its revenees from
their night uee, spending them on the object of their atfections ;
heace quarrels, scandal, law-suits, the coaterapt of children and
servants, the pilage and final roin of the whole house: mot to
mention thet the adulterous woman commits the mosq beinous
of all robberies, giving heirs to ber hustand of foreign blood,
whe deprive of their lawful purtion bis true offspring.

Q. What i _filial love?

A. 1t &, oo the part of children, the practice of such actions
as are useful to themselves and to their parents.

Q. What motives does the lme of' mature present to eaforce
Sfelial tove 7

A. Three chiefmotives :—1st, Sentiment ; for from our varliest
infancy, the atfectionate solicitudes of our parests produce in
us the mild babits of attachment,—24, The sense of justice ;
far, chilifren owe their parests a reture, and, ax it were, a re
ration, for the tioulles, snd even for the expences, which ¢ ey
have vccasioned 1hem.—3d, Personal Interest = foe if wo act il
towards our progenitors, we offer our ewn children exanples of
rebellion m..’iu,;r.mmde. which authorise them 1o render us the
like at any furure day.

Q. Ought we to wnderstand By filia? love, a passive aud blind
swhmission ¥

A. Noj but a reasonsble submission, founded on an ot
ance with the mutual rights and duties of parents and of children :
rights and duties, without whose observance, their conduet ton
wards ench other can smoust to mothing better than disorder.

Q. Why is bretherly love a rirtue ?

A. Because the concord and anion which result from the mu-
taal affection of brethren, establish the power, safety, and pre-
wervation, of Gusilies, Brethren in uaion mutually defend each
other from all oppression, ass st cach other in their muotual wiats,
support exch other under misfortume, snd thus secure their com-
mon existence 1 while hrethren in a state of dxwnion, each being
sbuidoned to his personal streogth, fll oo all the inconscn.s
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ences of inalation from society, and of individual feebleness,
This truth wes ingensously expressed by tha kimg of .\':{lhn.
who, oa his death-bed, baving called his chaldren round bim,
ordered them to break a busdle of arrows; when the young men,
theugh in full vigour, were not able to accomplish this, be took
the busdle in his tura, and, baving untied it, broke each weps-
rate arrow with his ingers. Bebold,” said be, © the effect of
usion : united in n boly yon will be imvincible ; takea scparately
yoa will be broken like reeds.”

Q. What are the reciprocal duties of masters andd servants 7

A. The peactice of such actions as are respectively and equi-
tably useful 0 cach; and here begim the relations of socicty ; for
the rule and measure of these respective actions is the cquili-
brints or equality between the service and the reward ; between
what the one performs and the other gives, which is the funda-
wental bass unll sociely.

Thus all the domestic and individual virtaes refer more of less
imenediately, but always without varying, to the physical object
of the amelioration and conservation of wan } and are, in this
view, precepts resubting from the fandanestal law proposed by
pature in his formsation.

CHAP. XL
Or tue Soviar Vinrues, axp or Justice

Q. Wirar is sociely ?
A. Every agyregate re-unioa of men living together under the
yegalations of & contract, tacit or expressed, for their common
reservalion.
Q. Are the mcial eirtues many in xumber ?
A, Yes; we may count as many as there aro actions useful
society 1 but they may be ail reduced to one principle.
Q. What is thiz fundamental principle ?
A, Justice; which itsell alone comprehends all the secial
virtnes,
Q. Why do you say that justice is the Sundanental, and al-
most only virtue of eocial life 7
A. Because it alone embmees the practice of all these actions
which are wseful to socicty; and that every virtae, under the
wame of chanty, humanity, probity, love of country, sineerdy,
geoerosity, simplicity of manners, and modesty, are hut varied
forms, and  diversitied nrplim.ﬁ-m of this axiom, * Do snto
another only that which thoa woald he should do wanto thee;”
which is the definition of justece.
Q. How does the lase of nature ordeix justice ¥
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A. By means of three pliysical sttributes which are inboreut
m the ergunization of man.

Q. Whet are these aitributes?

A. Equality, liberty, property,

Q. In swhat zense is eqeality a phyrical attribute of man ?

A. Becamse all men, baving equally eyes, bands, & mouth,
ears, and besng alike under the necessity of making use of them
for their life’s sake, are by this very fact equally eatitled to life,
and 1o the wse of the eleinonts which contribute to its support.
They are all cqual bofure God.

Q. Do you pretend that all men hear, soe, and foel eqwal
well; that they have equal seants, and eqwal and ks passons

A. No: for it s a matter of certainty and daily experieace,
that one man is short and anothee long-sighted; that vae eats
much and amother little; that has one moderate and ssotber
violent passions ; in a word, that one grown prrson is weak both
in body nnd mind, while another is srong in both.

Q. ;&ry are in fact, then, really wnogual 7

A, Yex; in the unfolding of their faculties and powers, but
not in the nature and essenco of these powers; it is & stuff of the
samo Kinl, but whese dimsensions are net equal, mor itx weight
and value tho same, with these of seme other peeces; our language
bas mo word ealculated to expressat the sume time, samenss of
nature and diversity of form and employment. It is & relative
equality, and for ltil resson | said, equal before God, and in

er of mature,
: Q. Why is liberty enlled a physical attribute of man ?

. A. Because all weon possessing senses fitted and sufficient for
their preservation, ne one having need of the eve of another mas
in order to see, of his ear to hear, of his mowth 1o eat, or of his
foot to walk; they are all made by this means, naturslly indepen-
dent amd free.  Roowe is of necessity subjected 1o another’s rule,
por has right of dominion over him.

Q. But if'a man i« born strong, has ke not a nateral right to
master and rule over him who is born weak ¥

A. No; for it is neither with respect to himself & motter of ne-
oesaity, mor a coavention between the two ; and in this instance
we make i use of the word vight, which in its true sense
signifies -otting more than justice, or reciprocal faculties sod
power.

Q. How is a viead attribwle of wan ?

A. Sinee mzﬁg ic’;’::mod equal and ui£ilu to his fellows,
and consequently free asd independent, every ene is the abso-
late master, 1the entire proprietor of his body, and the products
of his labour,

Q. Hew is justice derived from these three attribwies?

A. From tkis cireumstanee ; that men being equal, free, and
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owing nothing to_each other, bave no right to deaand any thing
of their fellows, but in propertion &% they return for it something

wivalent ; in proporison as the balance of what & given to
:‘Ln is paid remains in equilibrium; and it is this equality,
this aquihﬁ*ima. which s ealled justice and a&uity:‘——thul "
to say, equality and justice are synonymmous worcs; are the same
pataral Jaw, of whick all the socil virtues are but applications
and derivatives,

CHAP. XIL
DEVELOPEMENT OF THE Social Vimrues

Q. Usrorp to me kow the soeial virtues are derived from
the law of natwre. Hoo is charily, or the love of owr weighkbour,
@ precept or application of this lawe?

A. By resson of the laws of equality and reciprocity ; for whea
we do {njury to another, we give kim the right of doing us in-

jury in his tura, Ths, by attacking the existence of another,
we make an attack Upon OGT OWD, A CoasEqUEnCe of the law
of reciprocity. Own the contrary, when we do good to our neigh-
boar, we bave ground and resson to expect an exchange of guod,
an equivalent ; and such is the character of all the social virines,
10 he useful to the man who practices them, by the right of reci-
procity which lhn{ communicate to him over thoso 1 whom his
good ofices have been of wervice.

Q. Charity then is nothing more than justice ¥

A. Yes: it is nothing meare than justice, with this single differ-
ence. that strict justice confines itsell to the assection, “Do not to
others the evil which thou wouldst net they should do unto thee :”
and that charity, or the love of our neighboar, goes farther, evea
to sy, * Do unto others the good which you wish to receive from
them.™ Thus the Gospel, when it said that this precept contain-
od all the Law and the Prophets, did no more t anpousce a
precept of the faw of nature.

Q. Does it command ws to forgive injuries?

A. Yes: in as moch sy such forgivencss consists with the pre-
servation of carselves,

Q. Does it contain the precept of twrning the ome cheek after
being smitten on the other 1

A. No; for, in the first place, it is not comisteat with the
precept which orders us to love our noighbours s ourseloes;
since, in that case, we should bave wore love for him who attacks
our well-being than for ourselves: 24, Sach a command taken

* Fauites, wqualites, sqwitirian, arr ol of e same fanally




r—

e THE LAW OF NATURE.

Hterplly, encoarages the wicked 1o oppression and injastice ; and
the law of natare has besn more wise, in proseribing 3 given mea.
sare of eoarage and moderation, which mykes ws forget the frse
injury, if eceassoned by momaentary warietd, but which pusishes
every act tending 10 oppression.

Q. Does the law of malure commaxd ws to do good te others,
without measure or fimitation ?

A. No; for it is & certain means of occavioning ingratitade,
Such is the power of the sentimest of justico imp?amml i the
bearts of men, that llwi' do net give us credit even for nets of
kindness, if accampanicd with indwcretion, They have but ooe
measure—thst of Jmstice.

Q. [t alms gicing a virtuons aetion ?

A, Yes; when conducted accarding to the sxvme rule; ctherwise
it degenerates into imprudence aad vice, in as much os it on.
courages indolence, which is burtfal both to the begear and to
the socicty, No one has a right to enjoy 1he good or labeur of
ancther, without rendoring aa equivalent by bis vwa jabour,

Q. Doesthe law of nature convider as virtues, hope, and fuith,
whick are wiwally conjeined with eharity ?

A. No; for they are idens not founded on realitien ; and, if any
moﬂ‘«u result from them, these are rather to the profit of

who have not imbibed sach ideas than to these who bave ;
80 that it might be, pechaps, allowable to sny, that faith and bope
aro the virtues of dupes, which turn to the advastage of rogues
and cheats,

Q. Doesthe law of nature prescribe probity ?

A. Yes; for probity is nothing mere thas x respect paid to our
own rights, through the medium of the rights of others: a re-
spect derived from a prudent snd well made calculation of car
own interests, compared with those of otbers,

Q. But does wot this ealenlation, whick ineludes the complicased
tntesrerts and rights of the seeial state, desawd swek-light, and
swch kvowledge of things, as to vender it o science of difficult
GEgNERition,

A. Yes; and a science so much the more delicate, as the man
of probity pronounces sentence in kis own Cause,

Ie probity, then, o -ar&q( ax exlorged avd correct mind?

A. Yex; for the man of pro ity alesost dw?n neglocls some

present interest for the sake of one which is future; while, on

the other hand, the knave is willing to lose a great interest to come
for tho sake of soene trifling one which is present. .
Q. Anavery, then, is @ sign of false jedgessent and narrow-
nees of wind ?
A. You; and rogues may be dofined to he ignorant or foolish
alators, for they know not their own interosts: and though
n affoct wariness and canuing, their antifiecs seldom fail to ox.
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pose them and make them known for what they are: to deprive
thees of the confidence and estoem of others, and of all the wil-
vantages which might thence resalt to their social and plysical
existence. They peither live in pence with themselves nor with
others ; and, incessantly alarmed by their conseidnce and iheir
evcmics, they enjoy no other real bappiness than that of escopinyg
froe the executioner,

Q. Does the iaw of nature forkid thet #

A, Yes; for the soan who steals from anotber, grants him the
liberty to steal in bis turn; bence mo security in progerty, ner
even 16 the means of sell-preservation, Thus, the man who does
injury to amother, by a species of re-action is hurt himself,

Q. Does it ferbia the tnelination to theft,

A. You; for this inclhination maturally leads 1o action: heace
the resson of considering envy s & xin,

Q. How doe ir forbid myrder 7

A. By the most powerful motives addressed to the desire of
self-preservation ; for, Iat, The man who sttacks suocher, eXposes
himse!f to the risk of being killed, according to the haw of self.
defence : 2d, I e kills bis opponent, he gives nn oqeal right,
founded on the same Iaw, to the relations and friends of the de.
cenved, aud even to the whaole cosamunity, of killing bim, asd
bis life is vo longer in security,

Q. How can @ mun, according to the law of nalure, repair
ony injury which ke has committed ¥

A. By coaferring & proportonable besefit upon those whoe he
has injured.

Q. Does this law allow kim lo vepair it b ayers, vows,
offerings to God, fastings, or -omrr-’:imar e

A, 5'0! for nene of these things bave any relation to the netion
which is meant to be atoned foe: they neither restore 10 him who
bae becn robbed what be hus lost, wheiber it be property oe ve.
putation ; nor life to bin who bas been deprived of it: conse-
quently they fail with regard to justice; they comtitute on ille.
gitiaoate contrnet, by whiek ove man sells to zuother & good of
which be himsell is pot pessessed : they tend 1o a deprivation of
morals, as they embolden men to comunt every species of «r me,
in the hope of nﬁinlinn: nid they bave been the real sources of
all those evils which have comstantly tormented every talion,
whose insfitotion permitted these expirtory practices.

Q. I.c wrncerily enjoined by the law of natuce ¥

A Yes; for lying, perfidy, and PUuLY, excile amosgst nien
dstrust, dissention, hatred, revenge, and a multitude of evils
whirh tend to the destruction of socity; wlhils LUCCNIY j
good futh establish costidence, concond, pascy, and e othee
mhone ailvanrages, which are the BACLASATY TVEU'S o1 suck &
‘l’l{.,‘ Moy hl"’iihg‘.

2L
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Q. Does it prescribe wildncss and modesty ¥
A. Yes: for an sssaming sud rude deportment, while it alien-
stes from us the bearts of other weo, infuses into them & dispo-
sition to do us diaservice: esleatation and vanity, by woundiog
their self.love ond exciting tbeir jealousy, prevent us from st~
taining the point of real utrity.
Q. Does it prescribe Aswility os @ wiriwe ¥
A. No: for there s a natura propessity in the homan besrt to
fonl n secret contempt for every thing which conveys to it the
idea of weakness; and, by abosing ourselves, we encoarnge in
others pride and opprosion: we should hold the balance with an
even hand.
Q. You have clareed amomy the social virtwes, simplicity of
manners: what do yew meax by that expresvion ¥
A. 1 mean the confining our wants and desires to what is really
usefal for the existenee of the individual and bis family: that is
to say, the man of sivple mauners has few waals, and v costent
ﬁth h"rfc
Q. How is this virtue recommended to us ’
+ A, By the numerous advantages which iy bestows both
the individaal and upon sockety at Jarge; for the man whe
few wanis, liberaten himself at once from = crowd of cares,
troubles, and toils ; avoids a number of disputes and quarrels,
which arise from the eager desire of gnin; is free from the cares
of mbition, the inquictudes of possession, and the fears of loea;
meeting cvery where with mecre than suilicient for has waats, Le
: is the traly rich masn; always content with what be bas, be »
bapgy st o small expence; wnd the woeld et large, feanog no
rivalship from bim, wuffer bim to enjoy trenquility, sod sre dis-
tu do hmm service.
‘ Agnin if this virtee of simplicity were extepded to & whole peo-
pPle, it sccures abundapes to them ; every thing which they do not
' Immedintely convuine becomes to them a sousce of trade and com-
mercy to o very great exient § they inbour, they enufueture, snd
j sell their productions to grester advantage than others, end attain
‘ the sutproit both of extornal and mier prosperity.
Q. What vice is the diveet opposite of this virtue ¥
A, Cupidisy and laxery. 3
Q. Istuerery @ vice boih in the individsal and ta socuety of
} large? .
' A. Yes: nad 20 such sn extent, that it may be said to inclede
in it the seeds of ail athers: for the maa who makes raany things
£ pecessary 1o bis happiness, imposis et the snme time upos bimeeil
] ail the enrcs, and subuits 1o 21l the means of sequining them, whe-
they they be jasr o7 uepust, - He has slready oee enjoyment, he
iwabes for sacthes ; and, in the midst of saperfiuities, be i never
pich: & commsd s halinivs will et sutisfy him, lie muyt have

/
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wiperb hotel; he s not conteut with » pleatifal table, be must
have rare and costly meats; he most bave spleadid furnstare, ex-
peasive apparel, and a long useles) train of fosteoen, horses,
carniages, aod women ; he must be constantly at the gaming tsble
or at places of public eulerainment, Now, o sappurt these ex-
ponses, & t dea! of money s requisite, and every mode of
procuring this is considered at first ne lawful, ned alterwoids ne-
consary :Kht begins by borrowing, Lie then swindles, robs, plunders,
becomes bankrupt, is at war with susnkind, rwins others, and w
bimself ruined.
Again, if we consider the ¢Tects of luxury upen a mation, it
roduces the sume ravages upon & larges seulo; In couscquence
of its consuming within sself all its productions, it 1% poor in the
midst of abundanes ; it has mothing to seli to the fcreigner; it
wanufactures =t n heavy expence ] i selly 118 prtulunc at & dear
rate, and becomes a tributary for every shing which it imposisg
it lowes ity respectability, its strength avd its oans of defence and
Ermrvnion abread: whilst at howme o is undermined, and 1he
ond of usios between its meesbers i dissolved,  Allits citizens
being greedy aftor enjoyments, are per retually straggling with esch
ather for the attainment of them ; il are eitber inflicting injurics
oc bave the disposition to do wo ; and hesce arise thuse actions
and habits of wsurpation, which compose what s called moral
corruplion, OF intesline Wwar between the membors of the ssme
society, Luxury produces rapacity, papacity the invasion of others
by vielence ar by breach of public fuith : from lexury are derived
the corraption of the judge, the vemality of ibe witness, the dis-
bonesty of the husband, the prostitution of the wife, parestal cru-
elty, filial ingrasitude, the avarice of the master, the thefl of the
servant, the rebbery of public officers of government, the injust-
joe of the legulator, lyixg, prrﬁd_v. perjury, assassination, and all
the disordess which dustrey society ; wo that tbe ancient morals1s
kad an accurate perception of truth, when they declared that all
the social virtues were founded upon & simplicity of manners, 2
limitation of wants, and contentment with & little; and we may
take as a certain scale of the virtues or vices of n onn, the pro-
ortion which his expenses bear to his revenue, and ealcalate, from
is demands for money, the exten. of bis probity, his integnity in
fulfitling bis engngements, bis devotion Lo the public cusse,
the sincerity of his sttachment to his country (patrie).
Q. What do you meax by the word coustry (patrie) ¥
A. 1 undesstand by that word a coremuntly of cilizens, whao,
united by fraternal sentimests and yeciprocal wants, unite their
individual forces for the purposcs of general security, the re-ac-
tive of which upon each of them assusnes the beneficial and pro-
tecting character of paternity ( paternite). In society, the men-
bers of it forin a bank of isterest: ipa cowatry (patrie,) they




an THE LAW OF NATURE.

constitute a family of tender attachments; by means of whic
charity and the love of our neighbour are extended to a whole
nation. Now, as charity eannot be rated from justice, no
member of this fasmily can pretend to the enjoyment of any ad-
vauteges, except in proportion to his exertions; if be consume
more than his proportios, be of course emcroaches upon another:
and he ean only sitain the means of being gencrous or disinter-
etedd, in proportion as his expences are confined within the limits
of his aequasitions or possesvions

Q. What is your deduetion from these inciples?

A. T conclude, from these principles, that all the social virtaes
cons’st in the performance of sctions wseful both to seciety and
1o the individwal ;

That they may all be traced to the physical ebject of the pre-
servation of men ;

That astare, baving implanted in our bosem the necessity of
this preservation, imposes all the comsequences arising from it as
# law, and prohibits as a crime whatever counteracts the operation
of this principle

That we have within us the germ of all virtue and of all perfec-
tion : that we have oaly to attend to the means of exciting it iate
actson 3

That we are happy in exsct ion to the obedience we yield
to those laws wli:l'c‘z nature MIhbd with a view to’ our
preservation:

That all wisdom, all perfection, all law, all virtwe, all phileso-
by, consist in the practice of the following axioass, which are
cunded upon our natural erganization ;

Preserve thyself,

Tostruct thyself,

Moderate thyself.

Live for tby fellow-creatures, in order that they may live for

thon.

FINIS,




