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Cathleen Manstleld Burke pauses during a tour of the yard of her cousin’s lormer home, which Annle Sulllvan shared with lelen Keller.

Cousin’s spirit fills bid for museum
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Cathleen Mans{ield Burke holds a photo of her
cousin in the Wrentham home she hopes to conver
Into  musenm honoring Annfe Sulliviin’s work
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Sullivan's pioneering work.

The paper and picture trail she accumulated eventu-
ally led her to Wrentham in 19%0. She knew the women
had owned the property on East Street together, living
there for 10 vears until 1917, and she wanted to see il for
hersell.

That weekend trip with a friend became the turning
point in her life the minute she stepped into what s now
her apartment, but was once Keller's bedroom, she said

The seneation of being hugged was both eerie and
comforting, strange yet familiar, Burke rememberad

“I had met Helen Keller on a beach in Connecticut
when | was § years old," said Burke, explaining that
Keller summered in Easton after Sullivan died and liked
to walk at Fairfield Beach, where they bad their encoun-
ter. “She walked over to us and | remember not wanting

to go to her because she talked funny. But she touched
me, my shoulders, and gave me a hug, and when I came
into this apartment, [ felt that same kind of touch. It was
her."

Burke took the sensation as a sign, she sald, and
moved her life from Connecticut to Wrentham in a mat-
ter of months, She lived down the street untill Keller's
bedroom apartment became available, found a job and
has steadfastly worked toward fulfilling her “crusade.”

“I love these women more than [ have loved anyone
in my life,” Burke said, her eyes misting, "I talk to them
every day, [ pray to them that they guide me in the right
direction. ['often wonder, Why am [ part of this scheme”
Am 1 really meant to be, or, do I want to be?'

"Then, I'll get a sign," she said, "and I'm sure this =
where | should be; where they want me to be."




Keller museum almost a reality in Wrentham 7277
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Sullivan/Keller Museum opening its doors in Wrentham

Teacher, sttidmt make
symbolic return to home

By Heather AL Swails
STAFF WRITER

WRENTHAM — It ma h';:':":hkcu
her longer than she origi tit
wndﬂn Cathleen Mmﬁnl(f Burke is f-
nally ing to make pood on s promise
she once o *Cousin Annie.”

On June 21, Burke is throwing the
doors ajar on that promise — & museum
dedicated to Annie eld Sullivan and
Helen Keller at the East Street home the
famous teacher and student shared for 13
years. '

*Everyone I've talked to is so excited
about it. It has been a long time in com-
ing,” said Burke, who clims Sullivan as a
distantly-related cousin.’

With each volunteer who clambers up
the stairs 1o Barke’ second-floor apart-
ment, the Sullivan-Keller Museum takes
on more shape. o

It will begin with Sullivan’s and Keller
* former bedrooms, now in the process of
renovation and restoration, which will be
apen to World Cup and other visitors on a

temporary basis — temporarnily.
“World Cup is a start,” said Burke, who
is hopeful that the initial opening will lead

to a permanent, full-fledged muscum. “If

everything works out, we will keep the
rooms and i
COTN Gpah rmr begin gradually

Helping the museum become 3 reality is
William Casbara, s Plainwille contractor
who is replacing the ceilings in both
rooms, and repairing and replastering
walls with materials donated by DiPlacido
Corp. of Wrentham. :

“There’s 150-year-old horse-hair plaster
up there that has to come down,” said
Burke, who recently ook down the drop-
ceiling panels to reveal a deteriorat-
ed ceiling with large chunks of plaster al-
ready fallen, as well as sagging and broken
laths.

Other volunteers are also helping the
museum promise to Cousin Annie come
true. Louise Comeau of Medway and
Sandy Burnes of Norwood last week
joined Burke in removing wallpaper not
original to the rooms, a.mf former Select-
man William Amold has volunteered to
help them paint this week.

By the 19th, said Burke, Sullivan and
Keller will be “moving” back in. With pe-

riod furniture and accoutrements loaned
Wrentham Anti

and With Heart in Hand, 25 well as the

support of other members of the Country

Traders® Guild, the rooms will be trans-

formed back to their 1917 -lm:umm —
the last year Sullivan and er were the
Whrentham house they referred to as their
“happiest of homes."

*I have phs of the interior tak-
en by Jordan Marsh at that time,” said
Burke. “Jordan Marsh bought the home
ﬁmdmfmﬂurumh.‘ll*mirhgwd
guess that the photos show the rooms as
they looked when Annie and Helen lived
here”

Burke has been in contact with Jordan
Marsh in the hopes of obuining more
to and recovering some original
rushings. In 1917, the company 1917
bought the house, co-owned by Sullivan
and Keller, and the one next door, owned
by Sullivan, for use as rest homes for vaca-
tioning em
Burke has a three-month permit to op-
crate Sullivan’ and Kellers bedrooms as a
museum, which will be open from 10 .m.
to 5§ p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. In the
mieantime, she is working to obtain the en-
tire house in the name of the Annie Mans-

field Sullivan Foundation, a non- or-
g:’z;ﬁmdwhﬂﬂurhkprmdmtlnﬂ
er.

“The foundation is ful that it will
become the owner of the property by
June 30.% said Burke, who is in negotia-
tions with a local bank, the current
erty owner and the Trust for Public
Land.

The house is being marketed at
$250,000 and must be sold by the end of
the month for financial reasons. The trust,
a national non-profit land conservation or-
ganization, has expressed interest in loan-
ing the money to the foundation with pos-
sible backing from a local bank.

Burke, who is staying in a cabin donated
by Florence Johnston of KOA Kamp-
ground in Wren during the renova-
tion process, said she is especially pleased
with the support she's received from the
COMmImunity.

“I really appreciate all the su He-
len used to talk about the character of the
wown, how wonderful it was, and how
much like a family people were, always
helping each other,” notes Burke. “It’s sull
true today. There are a lot of wonderful
people out there.”
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Restored

WRENTHAM — Two partially
restored rooms and a hallway at
349 East St. officially opened to
the public Friday as the Sullivan-
Keller Museum, a tribute to two
women, Anne Sullivan who taught
the blmd and deaf Helen Keller to
speak, read and write.

The museum evolved from
Cathleen Burke's quest to give
recogmition to Sullivan and Keller,
while preserving a place they
lived from 1904-1914,

It is also Burke's apartment,
which she rents in a building with
six apartments and eight tenants.

The Greek revival style house
was built in 1845 by Gardiner
Blake,

“The museum has a %0-day per-
mit, and Burke is hoping World
Cup soccer games visitors from
nearby Foxboro Stadium will stop
by the museum, for which she
charges $4 for adults and $2 for
children under 12,

Two visitors from Argeutina
came Friday, she said.

The two rooms represent Sulli-
van and Keller's bedrooms, and
will be furnished to match how
they looked when the women lived
there, she said.

All the furnishings have been
loaned or donated and restoration
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museuln rooms open

work done by volunteers and do-
nated funds, she said,

Currently, Keller's bedroom has
a refinished floor, with white
wicker rocking chair, lamp, table
and dressing table, and a wrought
iron bed. The bed is on loan from
Heart & Hand, South Street.

Burke said she plans to add a
desk, Furnishings were matched
to old photographs.

The floor shines with its recent
restoration, and Burke said she
plans to wallpaper the unfinished
walls and hang lace curtains.

Sullivan's bedroom has partial-
ly repainted walls, a pine spool
bed with Amish quilt, on loan
from Wrentham Market Place
Antiques, South Street, and a pine
and cane rocker donated by eco-
nomic development Chairwoman
Patricia LoTurco, '

A pine chest and mirror. will be.

- added to the room, she said.

Signs of renovation in progress.
dwell in the rooms, but' framed

" photographs of Keller ang Sulli-

van on table tops in Keller's room
lend an historical ambience, as
does the fine marble fireplace.
Brochures and a video about the
two women are also on display,
with T-shirts and note cards for

sale
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Sullivan-Keller
Museum open

to public
WRENTHAM — The Sullivan-

Keller Museum at the former
Wrentham home of Annie Mans-
field Sullivan and Helen Keller is
now open to visitors. Located at 349
East St. in Wrentham, the develo
ing museum currently features the
two women'’s bedrooms and a hall-
way of the house they shared for
many years around the turn of the
cenl s
Take: 2 tour and learn about Sulli-
van and Keller’s extraordinary lives
from Sullivan’s cousin, Ca
Mansfield Burke. Museun are
from T0am. t § pm. Wednesday
through Sunday. Admission is $4 for
adults and $2 for children under 12,

State Sen. Cheryl : £S recent-
lya to serve on the The Annje
Mansfield Sullivan Foundation Inc.s
board of directors. The foundation
operates the museum, and is headed
by its founder, Cathleen Mansfield
Burke.




