-4 second look at Sullivan,

Wrentham woman
sheds some light
on ‘Cousin Annie’

Hv Heather A Swnils
all Witter

WHENTHAM — Hands wet with sand,
the S-yvear-old girl waiched as two
women walking along the beach-ap-
proached her, She smsed that there was
samething different aboul one of the
women, and she was frightened of that
difference.

The lady vas old. She spoke (o the g
in strange, mutcd tones and when the
glrl responded, the lady's companion
tapped her fingers frnucally Inlo the old
one’s palm. Then the old one reached out
with Uime-worn hands to ouch her, and
the pirl's fear suddenly gave way (o an
overwhelming sense of warmth and rom-
ford,

Littke did Wrentham resident Cathleen
Mansfield Burke: kmmy then that 20 years
later she would begin three years of re-
rearch into the infertwined lves of Helen
Keller, the old woman she mel that day
on Connecticut’s Fairfleld Beach, and
Annie Mansfleld Sulllvan, a distanthy-re-
later] maternal eousin of Burke's the

Cathleen Burke

woman who Heller affectionately called
“teacher,”

Whal began as a reluctantly executed,
graduate-level genealogy projecl af
Southern Conneclicut State University,
where Burke earned & masier of !u-J-_;m.-
degree In counseling paychology, has
ended In A ummnﬁhy devoted to the
life of “cousin Annle.” a Massarhuseils

Keller story

native whe co-owned and occupled a
home on Wrentham's East Street with
Helen. Burke has also established a foun-
dation dedicated to this Ntte-known “mir-
acle worker™ whose educational talents
brought light Into a litthe girf's soundless
and sightlesa life.
on Annle

Just last week. Burke put the finishing
teniches on Lhe 'mﬂxat wis three years
in the making. the copyright papers
come hack and Burke has become an of-
Aetal member of the Dramatists Guild, It
will be rushed to the director's walting
hands at the Richfleld for the
Performing Arts In Connecticul, where |t
will open tn April. But her ultimate dream
is to see the play that she has called
“Teacher™ go to Broadway, with Anne
Bancroft, Annie in Willlam
Gibson's “The Miracle Worker,” topping
the bill

“They say everybody has a book In
them i‘yhad' a play in me,” sald Burke,
commenting that Gibson's play has al-
ways bothered her. The problems with
the Gibaon play, she sald, are that
Annie’s history and charmcter are obseure
and that the play does not show how
Annle taught ﬂelﬂn. Annile, whose own
sight was pever normal after sufTy
from Urachoma in early childhood, has

comittmied to BURKE on page 13

Durke

been an obscure [igure In
Helen's shadow and, Burke be
lleves, deserves much more
credit than ahe has been ghven
by histary.

Burke's play detalls the 70
years of Annle’s life and In-
evitably tells of the 50-yvear rela-
tlonship between Annie and
Helen. “You can't have cne with
out the other.” Burke sakl.
‘Cousin Annie’

Living and breathing by lhlslil
philosmplry, Burke s tﬂwnln
that Anrbe ts ofters exech when
I comes= to lalldrg abowt Hebn A
Wrentham menorial stone, o ex-
ample, celebrates pupll but not
teacher, she potrted out.

The oversight, Burke says. |»
Just one plece of the puzle of
Armnie’s obscurity and one of the
reasons she hersell felt com-
ﬁ"-‘“'d to tell the story of Annie

rat. and then of Annle and
Helen together. *) always told my
mather | had something big 1o
do in my life. | think this is 10"
sadd Burke

Burke’s undving devation o
‘eousin Annfe” and her puptl
does not end with the comple-
Uon of “Teacher.” The relation
ah:{: has become a lifelong one
lor her as president and founder
of the Annic Mansfield Sullvan
Foundaton

Less than a vear afler =he
moved [rom Connecticutl (o
Wrentham, Burke received ap
prevvl of her non-profit lounda

This photo of Annie Sulllvan, left, and Helen Keller was taken
in 18899,

ton from the stalte. Smee then,
the foundation and the play have
earned the suppont not only of
the American Frundation for the
Biind, but also of the Perkins
School for the Biind tn Boston
and the museum at vy Green,
Helen Keller's birthplace. Burke
has also carmed the support of
marry in tewn, tncluding Cabile 8,
whirh will be fidng o 20-minate
segment un Burke amd her pme
Jects for the “Around and About
Wrentham™ program, It will be
alredl nn Sundaes and Toesdavs
from D, 13 1o Dec, 22,

The purpese of the foundation
Is “to honor and preserve he
memaory and work of Annic
Mansiivld Sullivan, a native of

Massachusetts and ploneer In
eduration.” Burke sakl. She sakd
shie and her board of direciors
woitld like to purchase the three
adjacent East Streel propertics
ownied by Annle and Helen be-
tween 1904 and 1917

Some of the Ideas for the prop
ertles have been a museum and
g shop at 349 East St.. a
reatavrant/bookslore called
Keller's Landing a1 361, and o
ther a Uibrary resource center, a
school for blind and deal chil-
dren or a bed and breakfast at
34} East 51

But o stan, the foundation Is
focusing on Aogquiring 349 East
Stoand restoring (e interlor as
A Sulllvan-Kreller museum




ISS burke works to erase m

in accounts about teacher, pupil

By MICHAEL D. HOLTZMAN

Sinfl Wiier .

WRENTHAM — Helen Keller nev-
er stood with her teacher at a water
well in Alabama uttering “‘wah,
wah" when she made her break-
through conoection between objects

and language.
For the vast majority of le
whose exposure to the lives of Helen

Keller and Annie Sullivan is the
Academy Award-winning film or
Broadway play, The Miracle Wark-
er, the misconception ists.
Cathleen Mansfield Burke of
Wrentham, at work on her first play
Teacher, is miffed over the various
forms of dramatic license taken by
noted playwrignt Wil Gliksar
She points to the letler Miss Sulli-
'I.'.;m wrote in lﬁ i_1'|.ut one nt;:uctti.:_
after beginning EE‘EIidﬂl'h)'
ing relationship with Helen Keller,
‘As the cold water gushed forth,
filling the muyg, 1 spelied the word
‘w-g-1-e-=r' in Helen's [ree hand. The
word coming so close upon the
sensation of cold water rushing over
her seemed to startle her.

“She dropped the mug and stood
as one Lramﬁided. A pew light came
into her face. She spelled ‘water’
several limes."

Until that time, young Helen had
been unable to distinguish between
what, for instance, the words
“milk" and “mug" meant when
they were spelled by Teacher into
her hand

1t would be a fe-.; mth ::nefnre she
learned to spea e anFuage,
un;lfl her wvoice i awk-
wa

Another objectionable — and
bly inaccurate — scene in The
] 'radeﬂorier, mmﬂe&ﬁ
Miss Sullivan's willi
Helen's parents about her horrible
life in the Tewskbury Almshouse, In
the play, she tells that story lo
emphasize (o the Kellers what He-
len's life in an asylum might be
like.

It is documented, Miss Burke
said, that Teacher did not tell her
pupil about her life of poverty and
deprivation until Miss Sullivan was
&4 years old. Helen was about 50.

“Why would she tell the Kellers

—

that story after she had been wilh
them a [ew months?"' questions
Miss Burke, . )

She added, "My main point is you
do nol need to invenl drama where
Annie Sullivan is concerned. Or to

invent it where Helen Keller is
concerned.

“He had no caise to do that," she
said of Gibson.

“I'm an historian first. I started
out majoring in history,” said the
35-vear-old woman, who holds a
master's degree in psychology. ‘1
have always been good with dates
and places and facts, When J&

th:l.ﬁt around the facts, you
the history."” -

That raises a broader concern by
dle daza) moaman wha, sinee embark-
ing on a geneology study that traced
her lineage to Miss Mansfield, has
come to the conclusion that The
Miracle Worker {ell short in a more
critical sepse than dramatic L-
CEnse:

“Nobody (watching the play)
knew who Annie Sullivan was;
where she came from; what she
was doing there. She just came
from nowhere,

“There were a few flashbacks to
Annie — and nobody really gets it,"”
said Miss Burke,

The play worked to the audience's
delight, she believes, because of the
two actresses who won Academy
Awards for their performances:
“Anne Bancroft (as Annie) and
Patty Duke (as Helen) were more
than perfectly cast; they were mag-
ic together,” Miss Burke said.

They starred in the Broadway
play in 1959 and the film .
in 1962. Gibson published the play in
1856,

A close reading of it bears out the
reasons for Miss Burke’s objections.
Except for an extended dialogue
with the director of the Perkins
Institution who offered Miss Sulli-
van's services to the Kellers, there
are only a few brief and scattered
vignettes of Miss Sullivan's past.

There is a sense that Miss Sulli-
van had suffered a terrible loss
when her little brother Jimmie died
in the almshouse, and that at the
end of The Miracle Worker she

could love someone again in her
relationship with Helen. ;

“Unless one knows something
about Aonie Sullivan prior to his

lay,” Miss Burke said, “they will
Fearn very little of her from it.

“The Miracle Warker, for what it
is worth, was a good piece of work,
but it didn't tell the audience about
Annie Sullivan," Miss Burke said.

Moreover, even aside from the
title — demonstrating that the play
was about the teacnl?::n] and m
pupil — Gibson ¥y a -
edges that Annie Sullivan was Lhe
reason he wrote the play.

Calling the public “myopic” be-
cause it continued to see his play as
““about Helen Keller," Gibson said
thal a hundred times he's been
asked shout his interest in Miss
Kﬂ{a'ﬂ tiently,” he says in the

W] pe patien }r11| says
inh-oduclfun to his unsuccessful fol-
lowup play, Mooday After the Mira-
cle, that "1 was never interested in
her, Lhe play is about Teacher, and
for: that reason is not named The
Miracle Warker."

Gibson said he fell in love with the
letters which Miss Sullivan wrote to
her Perkins I[nstitution house moth-
er Sophia C. Hopkins, in which
Teacher describes in detail the evo-
lution of ideas and language be-
tween her pupil and her.

HOMEOWNER

Miss Hurke said she has bee
researching the life of Miss Sulliva
for almost two years. She has visil
ed and made numerous phone call
to the Perkins School for the Blin
where Miss Sullivan ‘Sraduated jus
prior to teaching Helen, who als
was schooled re; traveled t
Agawam where she was born, of
taining Miss Sullivan's birth record
and early information; spoken wit
officials in Tewksbury where th
Almshouse was; and came o
course, to Wrentham, where Anni
and Helen lived together for 2
years. s

The “big mistake" of The Mirack
Worker, Miss Burke says, is tha
Gibson opeped the play with Heler
becoming deaf and blind.

“This put the focus on Heler
ralkas ‘han an 4nnle . He contin
ues to focus ll;.: her nn:rll_::r i[n:.mﬂ
throughout tea
the focus should Euﬁ.nnk

““Afterall,” she said, “one doe
not write a lplagv for the lead whil
giving the lead to the supportin
character.”

Gibson, who lives in Stockbridge
Mass,, uently wrote a sequé
lo focus on Annie Sullivan. |
bombed on Broadway in 1962 afte
seven performances.

Miss Burke wasn't impressed b
the redirected effort.

LOANS

SECURITY MORTGAGE OFFERS A VARIETY
OF HOME FINANCIAL PLANS AT CONVENIENT



WRENTHAM — Helen Adams|use of a hand alphabet. Then she'"ITie Song of the Stone \all
Kaller was born: June 27, 1880, or|leamed Braille and how to wse{which was later published in her
£ years ago this coming Thurs-a Braille typewsiter. By the agejbook of essays, "The World I Live
%3 years ago this Thursday, on ajol 16, the deaf, dumb and blind|In."
larpe farm in Tuscumbin, Ala. girl had learned to speak and was| Miss Keller bved in }H’mmmm
She was & happy, sommal baby aftending af'hw! {rom 1905 to 1817, during which
until she was neatly two years Miss Keller progressed withitime Miss Sullivan married John
old, whan she was siricken with such rapidity that despite her hm'-'iHﬂl‘.'n". the ceremofy being per-
u sevore iliness that damiged ot dicaps she was able to enter Fad- fEm'nEd by a olose f"f"‘“d of Miss
lions of her brain, leavang her|cifie College, from where shelKeller, Dr. Edward Everett Hale.
without sight and hearing. Be- was graduated, cum lavde, in !531..|Whitn in Wroentham, Miss Keller
cuse she could not hear, she alsg{BCHNE a BA degree. _|truded with Pierce's Market, read
wad unable to speak, and a pitiful In order that she might stay in|the Bosion Transerm for news—
future appeared to be in the of: Massachuseits, the people ol theithal is someone read it to her—
fraegy a5 sevien | F r rm. i T\ by welerinarian (o (real her dogs.
.‘u.t:.-:',:Hlurf:.sl;:;iilnstl;r:: 113;'*!'::1"'&“"1 for Helen and Miss Sullivan, She liked to ride the troley cars
home. and into her life, from the|¥h® Mayed by her side. jwhich rumbled past her home
Porldne Irstitute for the Bhnd ag| This farm, located on East|lrom Wrentham to Foxboro, es
Walertown |Street, Route 140, s now num.jpecklly the open cars which per-
Under Miss Suflivan's tutelage, Dered 349, and is presently occu.mited the wind to blow through
Helen began to leam to express pied by .‘frTr. and Mrs. Stuart Cod-(her halr, ¥
trell; their dawghter and her hus| e had one exciting exporience
band, r. and Mrs. Joscph Col|with & trolley car one fall day
lerky, and scvorad grandchildrm luten her horse and carl was take
Miss Keller sold some shaies of nge her back lrom lown. The horse
sugar stock. she had received asighicd from an especiatly nolsy
a git, to make changes in 1he|cqr passing by and bolied, smash-
’3:‘“ml:|ll-“e ‘;h":l 'f:-?d -'lu:-'_ﬂ:l‘ -"I:i":"‘ ing the carmage inlo the stone
arohard In back, One 1€ fod-lwenll and broakd it inlo ploces.
tures of the Kouse, which still pre- | Farimunely, M&?K&Jier '.'.'r:us ot
dominates the exteror, making il{hyrt seriowsly, bul the horse was
ﬂ;&mﬂﬁﬂﬂgh;‘:::nﬁﬁﬂmd in nenrby Plainwville the next
: - f day, in & wikd condition, Miss Kal-
style, 15 a second-floor l_:lﬂlﬂonyi-mr soid the horse 1o the man who
which protrudes from the side and | foynd i,
which gave Miss Keller easy Ac 4 npumber of celebrities wiho
;‘z:.simm her bedroom 1o the odt wore friends of Helen Keller weore
Trees which reached over ithe ,',’:,‘,',[';f"‘l,;“;fgﬁf'ﬁf;' :j:r;r i:?:ﬂim
rall afforded the blind gifl the joned Dr, Edwird Everert Hale,
soft touch of leaves and SWAYINR g, st L Clemens (Mark Twain),
branches m.. e “wrnn:l, and SHCos)evander Graham Bell, Obver
could even “hear™ e SEINE of lwondel] Holmes, Charkie Chaplin,
the birds by the vibrations which .. comedinn, and Phillips Brooks,
traveled dewn the tender branchipiyed (n Who's Who In America,
Stems. Mizs HKellor mel with many cela '

Inside, the company ol Kelleriy iie: in hor travels away from

and Sullivan supervised the build- (o Including Presidents Clove-

A WALL SIE HELPED TO BUILD ing of A special stairwny, for the |y Do o s
convenionce ol the young waman,

. « « Physical labor was no stranger lo deal and o e 0 o bettar i, 1N 1916, Miss Sublivan, who had
ind Helen Adums Keller. She helped to build . :,}.I,m many around her, The 0CCOme Mrs. Macy, wes taken
this stone in front of the Wrentham house Jy7irway was constructed jn fuite il and was seni to Lake
aich was her home Crom 1905 Lo 1817 stages, five steps and a landing, Placid, N. Y, for her health. Tha

four siops and a landing, efc., so follgwing wear, Miss Keller sold
|that Miss Keller had no doubts Mer Wrentham home, which she
las to how far she had 1o go. The hird come 1o love h_m waz unable
sinirwny remzing the same fo Ihis! 10 keep up. The orchards had fal-
day, |en proy to the dleer which abaiind-
| A large dining room was addod ed in the neighborhood, stripping
|to the hack part of -the house |ﬂ1i'.l~.|: bark awd leaves [rom trees;
mare room, It has since been ge- [ANd the lawns had grown inte tall
tached from the mein porthon and RTASS The hotise nr_-edh:ll repalrs
now 15 Jocated next doar, being |0l ol reach ol the bind and
|used for the showroom of Birming- (422! but no longer dumb woman,
iham Fumiture Oo,, 361 East 50| The houss was |ater used as &
l In addition to her academic ac-irest honie for the working girls of
|mmp1rshmnms, Mizs Keller was: the Jordan Marsh store of Boston,
ol adverse to hard physical labor, with tennis courts and other re-
fas evidenced by the stowne wall crealiong] [acilitics avallable. Now
|which siill stinds in frosd of thelit 8 a quiet home o Wrentham,
I'I'nuht‘ pear the stooel, (mchidos passed by  hundreds dally, wiho
ithe entrance gate posts which are probably umaware ol the
|5t remain firm and o good con-history  which  still Bves  and
'dition, which she helped to bulld. |breathes in s tree-shaded con-
During thi=s construction, of wiich | fines
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A bit of Annie Sullivan returns

By Rose Marques

Garetie Scinor Heporter

nnie Sullivan Macy
shrouded her iracles
with maodesty, leaving the

world to honor her work as
it would. But it rarely did. So
belleves Cathleen Burke, a Wren
tham researcher. Sullivan may
have shared her life, work and
glory with Helen Keller, hut soon
the spotlight ol recognition will
belong w Sullivan alone.

Burke Is researching the 70
years of Sullivan's life to write a
iy she hopes will end up on
I.imadway. Wilth several scenes
completed, Burke continues her
research in Wrentham where An-
nie lived and worked with Keller,
where she married John Macy, and
where she and her husband parted
Ways.

Her story has never been told,
says Burke — at least not like this,
Thiat lack of recogition coupled
with an admiration for Sullivan led
a lrustraled Burke to embark on
an exhaustive search for detalls of
a life that has not been fully re-
corded but should have been. She

few crutches to help her: only
two books written about Sullivan,
one 1959 Broadway play. parbled
original decuments, and live lnter-
views with el(!nrl{ persons  who
may remember Keller or Sullivan,

When she was a child, Burke
mel Keller but does not clearly
remember the encounter today.
SUll It was not that colncidence
that prodded her (o her quest. Nor
was It her loose connection to Sul-
livan as a distant Irish cousin.
Rather it was a mounting devotion
for li:-a m:rimiurlc St]]lll\ran .‘ahe.'11 dis-
cove willle studying genealogy
that fueled her fire.

With the play’s completion ex-
peeted in late summer, Burke has

‘Even at my corona-
tion, Helen is queen.’
— Annie Sullivan Macy

been and will continue contacting
theaters in Connectlcut and New
York. Some of them already have
expressed Interest in Sullivan’s life
story.

Knowing Sullivan

Beside the marker in memory of
Keller on the town common should
be a marker for Sulllvan, who
brought Keller's genlus to Iruition,
says Burke, Keller, who was once
thought to be mentally retarded
because she was blind and deaf,
eventually graduated from Radelif-
fe. Burke savs even Kelier often
questioned where she would be
without Annie.

In 1933, three years before Sul-
livan died, she and Keller received
honorary degrees from Temple
University. Burke details: After the
commencement ceremony, atten-
ton shifted completely to Keller,
leaving Sullivan to remark privale-
ly: "Even al my coronation, Helen
is gqueen.”

Annle Sulllvan was horn on April
4, 1866, In Agawamn and chris-
tened Johanna Sullivan. Her nsa-
Uable desire for knowledge and
natural brilllance led this legally
blind orphan o attend and
graduate from Perkins School for
Lhc Blind, once !uwtled in South
Joston. Aller severa 0 -
tons, she regained mue{eh oj her
sight and went to Alabama where
her story with Keller would begin.

Ao b g s

Cathleen Burke vi-i the old home of Annie Sullivan on East

(Gazette photo by Rose Marques)
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Cathleen Burke works on her play

to Wrentham

'

as a sketch of her subject, Annie

Sullivan, offers some inspiration. (Gazette photo by Rose Marques)

Sulllvan had always been rebel-
lious, so encountering and taming
a savage Keller was a manageable
though monumental task. There
she taught Keller to communicate,
thereby annlhilating the silence
that had trapped a scholar,
Usually, the story stops there,
says Burke. But people need and
want to know whal happened after
the "miracle worker" accomplished
her goal.

Burke's , & comedy-drama,
will deplet Sullivan's life from her
youih to her death, including the

ears Lhe pair spent in Wrentham.

 was their Wrentham experiences
that compelled Lo come hiere
in March,

Sullivan and Keller spent their
summers between 1698 and 1900
enjoying Wrentham's beauty from
T e T €
pair-often enjoyed the: lakes.
perfect haven when Sullivan did
not feel soclal en to visit with
Keller's friends and preferred in-
stead to hide under a canoe for sol-
ftude.

They left the area so Keller could
study at Radeliffe. For the next two
years, the pair shared an apart-
ment logether closer to the col

In total, the two women lived fo-
gether for 50 years — a fact few
people know, says Burke.

In 1903, they returned 1o Wren-
tham. Still living with Keller, Sul-
livan bought a home here at 349
East St. and was later nuuried
there. Burke would like the sile to
be designated a historle one,

Despite the distinct recognition
Burke I‘luﬁcs to give Sullivan, she
knows Keller and Sullivan were al-
ways inseparable and will always
remain so, Burke quotes from her
research that Sullivan was mother

g

to Keller in heart and mind. Sul-
livan gave her life without giving
her birth, she says,

Devoted teacher

Burke says Sullivan was one of
the [irst teachers of handicapped
individuals who treated them as if
they were not tmpatred. “She was
the Inventor of behavior modifica-
Uon," says Burke, hersell a teacher
of profoundly to severely retarded
chlfdrcn.

Sullivan's devetion as a teacher
was displayed in all her work with
Keller, even as she allowed Keller

put her hand down Sullivan’s

throat (o feel the dillerent vibration

of words so Keller would learn to

speak like an average individual

and %ntr’!:'_n deal people often do,
u

urke quotes Sulllvan as saylig
aften _and_

B aagged ¥ -
'd throw up. but she never did.

live languages lluur‘::{.

Keller always led Sullivan
"Teacher,” as il it were her first
name, says Burke, She polnts out
a quotation from a book Keller her-

wrole: “To others besides my-
sell, [Teacher) was a fountain of
g t to unfold their

finer selves."

Through the years, this teacher
seems (o conlinue her mission:
Burke says Sullivan is the same
maoving force in her own life today.
Burke has learned much [rom
Teacher — but not only about her
life. Burke has acquired Sullivan’s
zest for life, She has culltivated a
E,eal.er understanding of the long-

ung effects today's accomplish-
ments can have on lomorrow.

Burke's play will be one accom-
plishment dedicated exclusively to
commemorale Teacher's historic
milestones,

REMINDER
Ben Franklin Savings Bank will
be open on Patriot’s Day, April 16.
Hours: Lobby 9 AM.-3 P.M. * Drive Up B30 AM.4P.M,

Ben Franklin
Savings Bank

Est. 1871

Bellinghain: 4 North Main Strect = (506) 966-2300
Franklin: 58 Main Stroct » (308) 328-7000
Medfield: R 27 £ 109 (Mext 1o Friendly’s)

(508} 359-7366 = Member FDIC/DIFM

|

Check the Calendar
for upcoming events!!




Spurred by meeting the ‘pupil,’

Miss

(See related story, Page 1)
WRENTHAM
— When Cathleen
Burke was taking
8 psychology
course in

“Kit" Burke works a 50-hour
week managing a Cumberland
Farms store on North Main Street

Bellingham in between writing a
play, Teacher, and establishing the
new Annie Mansfield Sullivan Foun-
dation Inc

She dreams of crealing a mu-
seum, school and library in the 19th
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Burke during recent
weeks of interviews. “That's where
it all began."

And just as every Field of
Dreams story has a Graham
who had missed — but not really —
that one magic moment (o lay wood
on the ball, so does this one

It hl&penld around Fairfield
Beach, Cathleen, whose {irst name
is actually Johanna — like Annie's

actually Is — had gooe as a young
l:hildg:iﬂfl coltage of a
friend.

The children were playing when a
dufﬂindmamldww

“It was a sudden thing," said
Miss Burke. Her only memory wgs

ha a “warm, ceful !
from 1L Kﬂh.P;:l it w!::ilio

scary.
“She spoke lil‘ll:ﬁtl . and 1
couldn't understand I finger
' she said.
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In March of the I ;
she took the .iﬂﬁ““”
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Teacher and Her Pupil
Annie's strength, spirit shine in "Teacher
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Teacher and her pupil dr
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ew strength

from each other ... and each grew

..And Her Pupil

EDITOR'S NOTE: Around the
lurn of the century, Anni¢ Mansfield
Mmﬁgﬂl b r= in Wren-
Helen Keller, living for much of that
Lime at their bome on East Streel,

This is the third segmen! in &
four-part series centering on the
recognition 8 Wrentham woman and
distani cousin of the lafe Miss Sulli-
van seeks to establish for her.

By MICHAEL D. HOLTZMAN
Sl Weie

WRENTHAM — Where God's
creation is recited in the Bihle —
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“the miracle worker” by Mark
Twain, a phrase that would ironical-
Eeheenm; shifted to her pupil by
e American pul::ﬂc. But, perhaps

heights of thal miracle is o
elen Keller. “‘i’

tion, by the dark thickets
of Miss 's roots and home-
Jessness,

named Jmml.:y Sullivan — bul
called “*Annie” hy her parents. Her
middle name, Mansfield, came lat-

Her father, Thomas, tried [or two
years lo care somewhal for the
three children, even taking Annie o
have her eyes checked by a doctor.
She fondly remembers the man
Irish m her father would
her, such as the one about the River
Shannon and how one drop from ils
walers would cure ber eyes.

But at age 10, her father aban-
doned them. Two of the children,
Annie and her brother Jimmie, 7,
webe Taken 1 live 1 the Tewisiutsy
were Laken o live a
Almshouse, Annie was listad as
“Ima]ilyhlinct"

During that time, the almshouse
cared for an average each year of
840 men, women and children. Dis-

Determined student
“Annie's life-is out of a Charles
Dickens movel," um,ﬂnlhiun
Mansfield Burke of Wrentham, the
distant cousin who Is working to

educate the public about what Miss
Sullivan had to overcome and whal
she accomplished.

Four years after entering the
almshouse, Annie Sullivan be-
seeched a visiting trustee of the
Perking Institution to lel her attend
his school. She was 14 and could not
write her name.

l-manered, fiesty, vel somehow
a lover of Shakespeare, she was
uemrdml ¥ nicknamed there “a lit-

in rags" by Mrs. Hopkins,
Dmingthllmpﬂ:iod.lhthlﬂmm
o

from rkins,
among her small
students. She would return years
later to Perkins with Miss Keller o
help further her pupil's education.

1t is not 'mdel? that Annie
Sullivan and Helen Keller might
never have met if it were pot for the
intervention of someone whose fame
iz more lasting than either teacher
or pupil: Alexander G i

He was a dear friend fo bath
them for the rest of his life,
telephone inventor had a deaf wi
and was also a teacher,

In 1887, Miss Heller's
Kate, had read Dickens' account of
Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe's work
with Laura Bridgeman, a deaf-hlind
woman al Perkins who gained na-
{ional attention for her educational
Progress.

Captain Arthur Keller, Helen's
father, subsequently contacted Bell
in Washington, D.C., On Bell's ad-
vice, Keller wrole lo the
Institution, and received,
this reply from Michael
the director:

*“I can recommend to
lady as pgoverness of
daughter hearlily and wi
reservation. Her name is
nie M. Sullivan."

Teacher meets

On March 3, 1847, P:r“:gt n
homeless and withoul family, the
young woman reached Tuscumbia,
Ala., 1o begin her te of Helen
Keller, Her only training in the field
was she had read Howe's reports
about Miss Bridgeman and lesrned
the manual (finger) alphabet.

By that time she had also w:r

the middie name ‘‘Mans-

" Tt was her attempt to trans-
an arisiorratic luster over her
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Miss
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rived past.
arder to belp her pupil learn, it
was said Teacher — as Miss Keller
referred o Miss Sulllvan tedly

— used every method
availahle. She began with a beli

S S e,
m ﬂﬁﬂm‘%m said.

A ‘remarkable’ pupil
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gaid Miss van used a similar
approach. *'1 would say she definite-
Mﬂalﬁmmmm-
Asked why Miss Sullivan's contri-
are

ﬂ;.gﬂ: “From ?l:n.'lwug
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