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Late Helen Keller Lived
In Wrentham 13 Years

By Beth Monast
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Besides all the care and time
|Helen gave to her. pets, every

| autumn: she ' would | put -2 Jdags

\der against gne:of the apple

trees that the Maey's had plant-|

a1 as part of their apple ar-

| ehard, elimb as high ns she

could and shake down the apples |

that she would then put in bar

rols for the winter. A few of

the one hundred apple frees

planted by the Macy's still re-

main on portions of the seven

acres of land- that surrounded

the Keller home.

Although Helen once said

about Wrentham and her farm-

house, “No matter where 1 go

[ shall always think of it as

home,"” in 1917 she left her

“home” to make her residence

in Forest Hills, cLong Island.

| Ghe was forced to sell her

| Farmhouse when her maoney be-

| enme depleted  Following her

| move to New York, the Heller

bome, together with the homes|

| which. are today the residences)

jof-Mr. and Mrs. Marceline and|

| Mr. and Mrs. Birmingham were |

Mrs, Birmingham, were bought

bought by the Jordan Marsh C—u-|

| The Boston department stoT e

company used the three bnmcsl

for several years as a rest home|

for their female employees. [

Helen did not forget Wren-|

.tham or the many people Who

became @ meaningiul part of|

ter life, for she wrote often to

the friends she made during her

residence, In a letfer that

|is now In the possession  of

George Sumner Ferry through

| a bequest in the will of the late

Sumner Farrington, journalist e

| far the Boston Globe and Paw- | write, vit pearly broke my
tucket Times who resided in | heart o leave Wrentham with
| Wrentham on the site which is|its long familiar fragrant piny
|now the location of the Muni-|wooeds. We Jeel very homasick
| eipal Bulding on South St., H{:‘l—-l when we have time to think of
|en wrote; “'1 have not fargot- | ourselves.” The letier was dated
|tm. you nor has Teacher or Pol-} Dacember 15, 1917, and although
ly. Indeed we talk about you|typed, it was personally signed
| often ns we look back upon the|by Holen, a dedicated woman
| years we spent in dear, heaut- | who shed hope and light into the
ful Wrentham." She weni oa wllh'u of the deat and bliod.
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Helen Keller at the
Red Farm in Wrentham
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Choamberlin childeen

The school yeur [8%7-8 did not
I | | md | [heg Ll
i mi o Anne were so al ¢

vong fomadly left. Mrs. Keller came

ap froem T uscunibia and evidently
't help mstters. ae all, first
A ith Mr. Gilmion and then
AT Finally, Helen wnd

wildired lelt the Gilman School
and ook refuge at the Red Fram

Mr, Chamberlin knew the Manual

talked with Helen
i

o things down. The girls
ol go back 1o Cambridge but

A Mr
Anne

ned In Wrentham

1T Was hired as a futor
o Wrentham and once again
Kelth came out
“rr'.'l':"ull'u
week. Mr. Chamberlir

frony Bustion W three
times o
also 1utored her. She 1
the Bed Farm until October 1898

when Annc (ook roums for them at

iained at

3 boardinmg house on MNewbury 5t
m Boston wherd Mr. Keith was
able to work with her dailv. There

were olsu ather futors in Boston

Helen passed her examinations
into Radeliffe in June
15499 bai did noi

ember 1900 Radeliife was evident

enter until Sept

Iy not enthusiastic about having
Helen us  a
numerous stumbling blocks in her

student and  pu

way. They must have changed
therr minds about their famous
later, Alse. Aunt Ida was

er to start 4 deal-blind

schoal. She and others were much

imerested  and  tried o rase

money. However, there were many
were

difficulties and. the plans

During the summer of 599

Anne and Helen obtained a

pe on Lake Wallomonopoag

also then called Whitings Pond —
now Lake Pearl. Mrs, Keller and
Mildred journeyed up from Tus-

cunibia and all spent a few days ar

the Red Farm before going 1o the
cOlLage.
Wrentham

Helen

There were 1wo

lrees  which  mieresied
First, the big Linden under whiose
shade they liked 1o g Cine

mer day while Helen 2 the

farm there was a terrific thunder-
That tree was struck and
plit down the middle. Helen, of
course. could not see the hightning

Horm

but cuuld feel the vibrations of the
thunder and was fnghlened when
the Linden was struck. With props
under the remaining limbs tha
tree stood until the 1950°s even
surviving the 1938 hurricane.

The olher tree was the King
Philip or Wrentham council cak
There were two great oaks in the
neighbarhosd of the Hed Farm
One near the corner of Franklin
and May Streets, the other on a
overlooking Lake Archer
Both were gathering spois for the

blufl

Indians of the area who met for
Councils under thelr spreading
branches. The secand would be the
oak which Helen enjoyed walking
to. In her "Story of My Life” she
says that King Philip breathed his
last under it, Im this, she was
misinformed as History tells us
that King Philip was killed by o
renegade [ndian of his own tribe at

his home in Mt Hope, B.L

Helen Keller was in touch with
Mr. Chamberlin as late as 1932
but the family had long since left
the Red Farm and Wrentham

John Macy who later married
Anne Sullivan helped Helen write
“The Story of My Life".

Sources of information:

Helen Keller's " The Story of My
Life**: I-;,Isl,'.l’_ll] P. Lash's "“Helen
and Teacher™: old friends and
Wrenmthamues who are no longer
living

This was prepared for Semior
Citizen Discussion Grougp.




-4 second look at Sullivan,

Wrentham woman
sheds some light
on ‘Cousin Annie’

Hv Heather A Swnils
all Witter

WHENTHAM — Hands wet with sand,
the S-yvear-old girl waiched as two
women walking along the beach-ap-
proached her, She smsed that there was
samething different aboul one of the
women, and she was frightened of that
difference.

The lady vas old. She spoke (o the g
in strange, mutcd tones and when the
glrl responded, the lady's companion
tapped her fingers frnucally Inlo the old
one’s palm. Then the old one reached out
with Uime-worn hands to ouch her, and
the pirl's fear suddenly gave way (o an
overwhelming sense of warmth and rom-
ford,

Littke did Wrentham resident Cathleen
Mansfield Burke: kmmy then that 20 years
later she would begin three years of re-
rearch into the infertwined lves of Helen
Keller, the old woman she mel that day
on Connecticut’s Fairfleld Beach, and
Annie Mansfleld Sulllvan, a distanthy-re-
later] maternal eousin of Burke's the

Cathleen Burke

woman who Heller affectionately called
“teacher,”

Whal began as a reluctantly executed,
graduate-level genealogy projecl af
Southern Conneclicut State University,
where Burke earned & masier of !u-J-_;m.-
degree In counseling paychology, has
ended In A ummnﬁhy devoted to the
life of “cousin Annle.” a Massarhuseils

Keller story

native whe co-owned and occupled a
home on Wrentham's East Street with
Helen. Burke has also established a foun-
dation dedicated to this Ntte-known “mir-
acle worker™ whose educational talents
brought light Into a litthe girf's soundless
and sightlesa life.
on Annle

Just last week. Burke put the finishing
teniches on Lhe 'mﬂxat wis three years
in the making. the copyright papers
come hack and Burke has become an of-
Aetal member of the Dramatists Guild, It
will be rushed to the director's walting
hands at the Richfleld for the
Performing Arts In Connecticul, where |t
will open tn April. But her ultimate dream
is to see the play that she has called
“Teacher™ go to Broadway, with Anne
Bancroft, Annie in Willlam
Gibson's “The Miracle Worker,” topping
the bill

“They say everybody has a book In
them i‘yhad' a play in me,” sald Burke,
commenting that Gibson's play has al-
ways bothered her. The problems with
the Gibaon play, she sald, are that
Annie’s history and charmcter are obseure
and that the play does not show how
Annle taught ﬂelﬂn. Annile, whose own
sight was pever normal after sufTy
from Urachoma in early childhood, has

comittmied to BURKE on page 13

Durke

been an obscure [igure In
Helen's shadow and, Burke be
lleves, deserves much more
credit than ahe has been ghven
by histary.

Burke's play detalls the 70
years of Annle’s life and In-
evitably tells of the 50-yvear rela-
tlonship between Annie and
Helen. “You can't have cne with
out the other.” Burke sakl.
‘Cousin Annie’

Living and breathing by lhlslil
philosmplry, Burke s tﬂwnln
that Anrbe ts ofters exech when
I comes= to lalldrg abowt Hebn A
Wrentham menorial stone, o ex-
ample, celebrates pupll but not
teacher, she potrted out.

The oversight, Burke says. |»
Just one plece of the puzle of
Armnie’s obscurity and one of the
reasons she hersell felt com-
ﬁ"-‘“'d to tell the story of Annie

rat. and then of Annle and
Helen together. *) always told my
mather | had something big 1o
do in my life. | think this is 10"
sadd Burke

Burke’s undving devation o
‘eousin Annfe” and her puptl
does not end with the comple-
Uon of “Teacher.” The relation
ah:{: has become a lifelong one
lor her as president and founder
of the Annic Mansfield Sullvan
Foundaton

Less than a vear afler =he
moved [rom Connecticutl (o
Wrentham, Burke received ap
prevvl of her non-profit lounda

This photo of Annie Sulllvan, left, and Helen Keller was taken
in 18899,

ton from the stalte. Smee then,
the foundation and the play have
earned the suppont not only of
the American Frundation for the
Biind, but also of the Perkins
School for the Biind tn Boston
and the museum at vy Green,
Helen Keller's birthplace. Burke
has also carmed the support of
marry in tewn, tncluding Cabile 8,
whirh will be fidng o 20-minate
segment un Burke amd her pme
Jects for the “Around and About
Wrentham™ program, It will be
alredl nn Sundaes and Toesdavs
from D, 13 1o Dec, 22,

The purpese of the foundation
Is “to honor and preserve he
memaory and work of Annic
Mansiivld Sullivan, a native of

Massachusetts and ploneer In
eduration.” Burke sakl. She sakd
shie and her board of direciors
woitld like to purchase the three
adjacent East Streel propertics
ownied by Annle and Helen be-
tween 1904 and 1917

Some of the Ideas for the prop
ertles have been a museum and
g shop at 349 East St.. a
reatavrant/bookslore called
Keller's Landing a1 361, and o
ther a Uibrary resource center, a
school for blind and deal chil-
dren or a bed and breakfast at
34} East 51

But o stan, the foundation Is
focusing on Aogquiring 349 East
Stoand restoring (e interlor as
A Sulllvan-Kreller museum




Wrentham Recalls Helen
As She Recalled Wrentham

By L)y JESS Much Learned




Onp Hein's  favorite’
remarks  when speaking  of!
cenealogies was “"There Is no
king who has ot had shives
among hiz ancelors, and no
slave who has ol had Kings
amongst his.'

Helen drove ahorse and eart
through the widing roads of
Wrentham, enjored & spin on

af

her  landem  bieyele,  rode
horseback aond was  often
escorted uptown by her {wo

Great Dancs oa leashes. They
piloted her and protected her
as the seeings eve dogs do their|
owners today.

Dog Story

The stary of Helen Keller's|!
dogs would fill a book. Dr. Alex-|
ander  Graham Bell loved |
animals, and took Helen to visit
Boston.  Terrior kennels  in |
Brocklineg and bought her “Sir
Thomas Bolovedors," which. ghe
renamed 'Phiz," ag she said
she cared litlle for tites, Phiz
died ® yesr later, and was
buried at the end of a field)
under a white pine tree. |

A French Bull Terrler named!
household, Helen tried raising
Rhode Istand Hed chickens,
bought from o Mr. Dilly who
lived next door, bul this venture
|failed,

A Great Dane, “Thora," was
purchased to live in the chicken|
enclosure, and Helen turned to
raising dogs, which proved more
successful than the chickens.
She also owned a Danish Baron
named "Hans" a Scottish dog
named “Barky," and an English
bred cob horse

Lecturer

Helen HKeller could knit,
crochel, play chess, checkers
and cards (with special szets)
ond accomplished more than
many people with all  their
senses. She  Jectured through
thioughout the Upited States,
Canada, Scotiond, England,
Yuposlavia and Japan, on behalf
of the blind, She WS
awarded the Achlevement Prize
of 55,000 by the Pictorial Review
magarine in 1531, She served
on the Maossachusetts Com-
mission for the Blind, and wrole
several  books, inciuding  her
biegraphy. |

Two pantrics and & doiry
room AL the Wrentham farm
houze were converted into @
didy for Helen, The study had
a glass door through which she
¢ould step oul into a pine grove

T po 1 will

She loved to sit on her upau}rs
balcony, It is so hard o realize
that she saw nothing and heard
no bicds singing or any:other
sound, vet she foved nature. The
smell of the pines and
fNowers and the feel of the warm
sunshine or a passing breeze
were n real delight.

Long Walks

There WErE  Seven  ACres of
land about the farmhousze and
Mr. Macy stretched a wire from
tree to tree so Helen could take
long walks alone and hecome
acqualnted with treesand other
landmarks.

As Mrs. Macy grew older, her
heslth became impaired and
Polly Thomsan served ns
Helen's secretary. Mrs. Macy
was sent to m tuberculosis
samitarium for six mahths, Dur-

|ing that time, Polly Thomson

went home to Scotland for a
visit and a man became Helen's
secrelary and interpreter. Her
mother eame north lo stay
awhile. Helen became very lone-
Iy and rather desperale as sha
entered her thirties. Her male
secrelary often sat and held her
hand, and one day he teld her
he loved her and eshed her to
marty him, soe he could take
care of her and help her always.
She accpeted and they took oul
a marriage license, but decided
to keep thelr love and intentions
a1 secket until Mrs, Macy was
well, when she would be the first
to know,
Mother Angry

Bui, a reporter saw their
pames at the town hall and had
it printed in all the papers. Mrs.
Keller was furious, and sent her
lover away and took Helen home
to Montgomery, Ala. They cor-
responded awhile, butl never met
again. Helen called her romance
"y briel space when she danﬂ_:d
in and out of Heaven wrapped in
# web of high imaginings'' which
vremaing & little island of joy
surrounded by dark waters,"

Anne Sullivan Macy died in
Oectober, 1836, at the age of 76,

Helen was broken-hearted'
when her East Street home had
to be sold in 197 for fnancial
reasons. She wrote often about
her fevorite town as it nearly
broke my heart to  leave
Wrentham with its leng familiar
fragrant piny woods ™ -

The Jordan Marsh Company |
of Boston purchased Helen's
home with two others, which
were used several years as
rest homes’ for their femals
employes.

She suid “No matter where

always think ‘of

|Wrentham ss home."

Today and  always, Helen
Keller brings hope 1o millions
l— a very speclal persons whaose
|secomplishments  show  others
ithe way o a full life. ||
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Remembering Helen Keller

BY STEPHEN PETERSOMN SUN CHRONICLE STAFF
Monday, July 12, 2010 2:15 AM EDT

This 1888 photo shows Helen Keller when she was 8 years okd, left, holding hands with her teacher, Anne Sullivan,
during a summer vacation to Brewster. (AP)

WRENTHAM - The town was visited recently by a Japanese public TV crew, which

toured the town doing a documentary on legendary deaf and blind woman Helen
Keller.

The group - which included two producers, a cameraman and an assistant - filmed
several locations, most involving Keller's stay in town. She lived on East Street

{Route 140) from 1903 to 1917 and spent summers in the town stretching back to
1896,

Keller, who died in 1968, became a world-renowned advocate for the disabled as an
author and speaker.




The Japanese filmed at three houses with a Keller connection, as well as Lake Archer,
where she spent a lot of time swimming and boating, according to local historian
Gregory Stahl, who acted as a host with assistance from resident and student
Anastacia Luce.

"They also heard some personal Helen Keller Wrentham stories that nobody else has,
and met a few people whose ancestors knew Helen and Anne Sullivan," Stahl said,
referring to Keller's teacher, Anne Sullivan. "We had a great time."

Filming was also done at the Helen Keller Memorial uptown, which was put up by the
Wrentham Lions Club. Keller challenged Lions Clubs International to become "Knights
of the Blind" at a convention in the 1920s, and to this day the Lions' primary mission
is raising funds for blindness related issues, Stahl points out.

Stahl, a Lion himself, notes a few of the local Lions Club's charter members knew
Keller.

The international visitors also read up on Keller at the Genealogy Room at the Fiske
Public Library.

They also were to film at other locations, including elsewhere in Massachusetts,
Alabama, Connecticut, and New York. The 90-minute documentary - in Japanese, of
course, is geared more towards Keller's personal life and is being produced by NHK
Japan Broadcasting Corporation, which has an office in Los Angeles.

"It is fantastic," Selectmen Chairman Stephen Langley said. "There will be a little bit
of history of Wrentham in the Orient."



New picture

discovered of
Helen Keller

Rare pholo gives Bimx into her eary

life with her teacher Anne Sulivan

BY MELISSA TRUNILLD

BOSTON - Researchers have uncovered a
rare photograph of a younj Helen Keller with her
teacher Anne Sullivan, nearly 120 years after 1l
was taken on Cape Cod and tucked inside a far

Iy albun

The photograph, shot in July 1883 in Brows
ter, shows an B-year-nid Ha‘-l- n sitting outside in o
light-colored dress, holding Sullivan hand and,
cradling one of her bi L}‘.-Ef' jnll

Experts on Keller's life believe it could be L
earliest photo of the 1wo women tagether an I
only one showing ! r blind and deaf child with o
doll — the first word Sullivan spelled for b.t 1
ter they mel in 1I-'r according to the New !-.'.L'
land Historie Genralugical Society, ﬁ'hi-' now has
the photo

“1t's really one of the best images I've seen uf

EE HELLER, PAGE A2
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. - Hail Helen Keller ~ .
THIS year Helen Keller, last year Jane Addams—The
Survey has no quarrel with the honorable committee
which designates the recipient of the annual Achievement
Award of The Pictorial Review, an award which; along with
many kind words, carries the neat sum of $5000. And $5000,
as ‘any one will admit, does, in these days, butter parsnips.
‘The award was made to Miss Keller for “her constant devo-
tion, through the past twenty-five years and down to-the: .
present day, to the cause of those who like herself were de~
prived of siglit and hearing.” Of the active and effective quality
of that devotion there can be no question. But Miss Keller’s
service goes beyond her participation in events. Her achieve-
ment is not only in doing but in being. She is a person but she
is also a demonstration. Thus the award to her becomes a
recognition of theé courage and resolution of everyone who like
Helen Keller breaks through the limitations of crue} physical
handicap iato it fullnem of free sctimp 1S, 7
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