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Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Rochester

Place {neighborhood or village)

Address 221 Allev Road

Historic Name _J.D.D.F. Hathaway House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction ca. 1850

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form Greek Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation not visible

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingie

Qutbuildings/Secondary Structures

2 sheds (late 19th/early 20th ¢.)

Major Alterations (with dates)

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

none
Condition good
Moved X no yves Date

Acreage 2433 acres

Setting set back from the road about 50 feet: landscape

elements include grass, trees, shrubs, and open

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

fields to the south: bordered by stone perimeter

wall with pabled well cover in vard

Follow Massachusetts Hisiorical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 221 Alley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 39

Boston, Massachuseits 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

221 Alley Road is a 1%%-story, Greek Revival-style, residential building. It is a typical and unaltered example of a modest
Greek Revival-style house within the town. The timber frame building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The
main block has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (east elevation) and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered
on the facade and has a simple wood surround. Fenestration consists of 2/2 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular
openings with simple molded lintels. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. A brick chimney rises from the west roof slope near the ridge. Other notable exterior architectural features include
cornerboards and returns. The property is in good condition and includes two, 1-story, gable-roof sheds (late 19th/early 20th
¢.) to the rear of the house. One of the sheds is in poor condition and is falling down.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (confinued)

Alley Road was named for the Alley family whose members resided along this road in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
(1879, 1936, 1941 maps). 221 Alley Road was constructed ca. 1850, before 1856 when J.D.D.F. Hathaway lived there
(Walling 1856). Hathaway continued to reside there until at least 1879 (1879 map). Several other Hathaways are listed in
the early-20th-century directories, many living along Division and Marion roads. By 1916, the house was occupied by
Valentine Gajoski [sic], a local weaver (Foss 1916:). Members of the Gayoski family continued to reside at the house until
at least 1941 (1941 map). In 1929 John Gayoski, a poulterer, and his wife Mary F. (Foss 1933:179) moved from Alley Road
to the Israel Cowen House at 214 Neck Road (MHC 145, 1810) where they resided until at least 1969 (1941 map; 1969b
map). Other members of the Gayoski family also owned houses in the immediate area at this time (1941 map). A small
triangular parcel of land at the intersection of Burgess Avenue and Alley Street was locally designated as Thomas Gayoski
Corner in honor of Thomas Gayoski who owned property there (1969b map). Gayoski, a lifelong resident and chicken
farmer, is buried nearby at Union Cemetery (MHC 813).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Marttapoisett, Massachuselts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. 1. W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Ofld Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents, Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795  Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 221 Alley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 39

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

1830
1856
1879
1903
1936

1941

Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachuserts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetis, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.
1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.
1969c  Town of Rochester, Muassachuseits Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts (02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address or Location Braley Hill Road (Route 105)

Historic Name Peak Rock

Ownership v Public 1 Private

Type of Structure (check one)

statue ) monument
. bust ) milestone
i | group composition {1 marker

.| religious shrine
¥i boundary marker
-1 other (specifi)

Date of Construction 1664

Source date on rock; Commitiee of Town ..... 1907

Designer/Sculptor

Materials  uncut granite

Alterations (with dates) date carved on rock (1664)

Condition g@od

Moved X _ no yes Date

see attached map Acreage (.72 acres

Setting set back from Braley Hill Road about 2 feet with

sloping land to the rear

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Organization The Public Archaeolopy Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follaw Massachusetis Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 906

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

DESIGN ASSESSMENT (continued)

Located on the east side of Braley Hill Road, set back about 2 feet from the street, stands Peak Rock, an irregularly-shaped
granite rock approximately 3-4 feet in height and about 4 feet in diameter, The rock has been carved on its west side with
the words "PEAK ROCK 1664" all in capital letters. To the northeast of the rock stands a sign placed by the Acushnet
Historical Society and the Acushnet Arts Council. To the east of both the rock and sign, stands a low stone wall which runs
along this side of the road. The rock stands just to the north of the property at 68 Braley Hill Road (MHC 43, mid-19th
c./before 1856), also located on the east side of Braley Hill Road. Peak Rock is one of several monuments located in the town
which commemorate important events in Rochester.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Peak Rock marks the boundary between Rochester and Acushnet and commemorates the day the town of Dartmouth was
incorporated. On June &, 1664 the court at Plymouth established the town of Acushnet and placed this rock to mark the
boundary between Acushnet in Bristol County and Rochester in Plymouth County. By 1685, the towns of Plymouth Colony
were divided into 3 counties: Plymouth, Bristol, and Barnstable. Rochester was initially included in Barnstable County,
which was the smallest, with only 6 towns including Rochester. Peak Rock became the comer of Dartmouth, Freetown, and
Rochester, although by a change of the boundary line it no longer borders Freetown. In 1707 Rochester sent a petition to
be transferred to Plymouth County, and in 1709 the transfer was made (Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:41-42).
A sign placed next to the rock by the Acushnet Historical Society and the Acushnet Arts Council on July 4, 1986 reads:
"On 8 June 1664 the court at Plymouth granted a new towaship of Dartmouth (. . . . that tracte of land comonly
known by the name of Acushena, Ponagansett and Coaksett . . . .), designating this stone to mark the boundary
between what was to be Rochester in Plymouth County and Acushnet in Bristol County"

Rochester has several notable objects including Joe’s Rock in North Rochester, near the New Bedford Warterworks (MHC
13. 1899), which according to local legend, was the hiding place of a fugitive during the Revolutionary War. Also in
Rochester is Witch Rock, which stands on a corner beside the "Old Country Road" (present-day Rounseville Road), and
Devil’s Rock, which contains what is said to be the imprint of the devil’s foot left when he leapt from the boulder (Committee
of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:33).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907,

Foss,A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusells.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, nd.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. 7ales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester Braley Hilfl Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 506

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphaberic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachuseits Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

——————— Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number LISGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

T

Town Rochester

Place (neighborfiood or village)

Address Braley Hill Road (Route 105)

Historic Name icc house

Uses: Present vacant

Original industrial

Date of Construction early 20th c.

Source visual inspection

Style/Form No Style

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation poured concrete

Wall/Trim_asphalt shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Qutbuildings/Secondary Structures

remains of outbuilding to the southwest: 2 rectangular

concrete slabs to northwest

L" 7

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

wood walls covered in asphalt

see attached map

Condition poor/ruins

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 40.53 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting  set right at water and accessed by a dirt path ina

heavilv wooded area: not visible from road

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Juc.

Date (month/dayyear) June 1998

Follow Masscchusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing thus form



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 40

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

‘This former ice house is located on the east side of Braley Hill Road (Route 105) on the south shore of Great Quittacas Pond.
It is a 1'4-story, wood frame structure with walls that are covered in asbestos shingles. It is a typical example of an early-
20th- century New England icehouse and is notable within the survey area as the only known surviving icehouse in Rochester.
The building is rectangular in plan and has a front-facing, high-pitched gable roof. Tall, narrow loft doors hanging on hinges
are located in the upper story of the building on the north and south elevations. The ground floor entrance doors have been
removed and their tall, narrow, vertical entrances remain exposed. The building rests on a poured concrete foundation and
the roof and exterior walls are covered with asphalt shingles. Notable interior architectural features include exposed braces
and rafters and the remains of a pulley system in the gable end between the loft doors and braces. Wood shavings, which
served as insulation, are visible through large holes in the walls. The property is in poor condition and also includes remains
of an outbuilding, which lay to the southwest of the building crushed underneath a fallen tree and 2 rectangular concrete slabs
(approx. | ft. by 5 ft.) that lay to northwest of building that were used for transporting ice in slabs.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Braley Hill Road, originally known as Long Plain Road, was re-named for the Braley family, many of which were farmers,
who resided along this road and Featherbed Lane in the 19th and 20th centuries. Located on the west side of Rochester, it
serves as a north-south connector to North Avenue and Hartley Road and runs through the adjacent town of Acushnet.

The use of ice for refrigeration became popular in New England by the middle of the 19th century, especially as farmers
shifted to dairy production. The buildings used to store ice through the summer can usually be recognized by their thick
insulated walls and few windows. Icehouses are usually located under evergreen trees or other shady locations. Most
icehouses were built above ground with sawdust used on the floor and packed between walls for insulation. A door frame
is usually made at each end of the building to facilitate loading and unloading. The ice was packed tightly, filling the interior
completely, and surrounded on all sides by the sawdust packing. The structure is normally tall with a steeply pitched roof
to provide the ice with air space for ventilation. Icehouses were still being used on New England farms in the 1920s and
continued to be used until electrical refrigeration was made practical in the 1930s and 1940s (Visser 1997:113-115).

The icehouse off Braley Hill Road was constructed in the early 20th century to the designs of a typical New England
icehouse. It is set at the edge of Great Quittacas Pond to allow for the ice to be cut from the pond in the winter and stored
in the icehousc. Although the icehouse stands on the property owned by the New Bedford Waterworks (MHC Area M),
according to Charlie Kennedy, Assistant Superintendent of the plant, it was not constructed for use by the waterworks facility
(personal communication, Charlie Kennedy, April 1998). It is unclear as to who used the icchouse since historic maps
available for the area do not show the building.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachuseits. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.
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Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

PHOTOGRAPHS

Community:
Rochester

Area(s)

Property Address:
Bralev Hill Road

Form No.
40




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 40

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "OId Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Personal Communication, Charlie Kennedy, Assistant Superintendent, Quittacas Water Plant, May 1998.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Visser, Thomas Durant. Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings. Hanover, NH, 1997.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling,

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

19690 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society,

1969c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.



MHC. No. 40
Braley Hill Road (Route 105)

MIDDLEBCROUGH

[
;‘//,‘7’

TOWN oF Ri
ASS5ES50F

, .

21 =+

/pé\ C;Au,szwAr—r/n.’A:t/ /‘"

7 Y
£ THESE PLANS ARE F
' . /! PURPOSES ONLY.
o a FIGURES FOR WR

1 \“:\ < / :
BN e

; o 7

; -
! i - - A7 53 At
[ ~
e ! -
1
/]
.f ¢
) Jl \
N . . }
/] .
Y
[ - . “
[ o : |
’ 21 :
r.:
T
Tl
e
s
o T
4
' : “ -
74 ] -
b
: ol
54 T A :
)
‘r A ufd Ac ¥
L
Voo .
Yoo
W
- }\ ki‘
t‘_\ \'\ . r3 N
AR 5§ JE 87 Ac
!.m
2 o »
Z2 8 A x “Q\.‘ G o e e
LY
My
Yo
¥ ‘..‘_-"



FORMB - BUILDING Assessor's nuntber 1'SGS Quad Areals) Form Number

16718 J P ompset PonaJ ‘ l 41.42 —|

Massachusetis Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neichborhiood or villace
e &

Address 32 Bralev Hill Road (Route 105)

Historic Name Corner Stone Farm

Uses: Present residential/‘commercial

Original residential

Date of Construction early 20th c./ before 1936

Source _visuval inspection/ 1936 map

Style/Form Dutch Colonial Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation poured concrete

Wall/Trim wooed shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

detached barn (MHC 42, late 19th/early 20th C.); garage

f, > o - _:' C e tattached to barn): shed

e

Sketch Map |

Major Alterations (with dates)

<ide el

sec altached map

Condition good

Moved X no ves Date

Acreage 13 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back from road about 30 feet: low, stone wall

to west: paved drive to south; wooded to north,

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory. Inc,

east. and south

Date (month/day/vear) June 1998

Follow Massachuserts Historteal Commission Survey Manual for insi=u tions for completing this form



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 32 Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 41,42

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

Comner Stone Farm at 32 Braley Hill Road (Route 105) is a 1 ¥2-story, Dutch Colonial Revival-style, residential/commercial
building. It is a relatively rare example of the Dutch Colonial Revival style and is notable for its hip and gable dormers on
the west slope of the roof and similarly-designed gambrel-roof ell on the south elevation. The building is rectangular in plan
and has a side-gambrel roof. The main block has a symmetrical, three-bay facade (west clevation) and is two bays in depth.
The primary entrance is centered on the facade and has a simple wood surround. Fenestration consists of 2/1 double-hung
sash windows sct in rectangular openings with simple wood lintels and scalloped molding below the sills. The structural
system is timber frame on a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. Brick chimneys are located on the ridge of the main roof and slope of the ell addition. Other notable
exterior architectural features include cornerboards and returns. A 1-story, shed-roof ell set on a stone and concrete
foundation is attached to the rear of the 1'4-story side ell.

The property is in good condition and also includes three outbuildings. A large, 1¥:-story, side-gable barn (MHC 42, late
19th/early 20th c.) with a 1-story, gable-roof garage ell (early 20th c.) is located to the northeast of the house. The first stories
of both are comprised of ficldstone with wood shingles below the eaves. To the southeast of the house stands a 1-story, end-
gable, 2-bay garage (early 20th ¢.) with a smaller, 1-story, shed-roof ell attached 1o its north elevation. This garage also has
a stone first story with wood shingle above. The ell to the garage is used for a gift shop, apparently selling the
figures/silhouettes which appear on the front lawn.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Braley Hill Road, originally known as Long Plain Road, was re-named for the Braley family, many of which were farmers,
who resided along this road and Featherbed Lane in the 19th and 20th centuries. Located on the west side of Rochester, it
serves as a north-south connector to North Avenue and Hartley Road and runs through the adjacent town of Acushnet.

32 Braley Hill Road was constructed in the early 20th century, prior to 1936, when it was occupied by a member of the
Authier family (1936 map). There are no Authiers listed in the 1933 directory, although Joseph Authier, a farmer, had lived
on North Avenue in 1919 and 1926 (Foss 1919, 1926). The building remained in the Authier family until at least 1941 (1941
map). A property on nearby Featherbed Lane was also occupied by members of the Authier family in the 1930s and 1940s
(1936, 1941 maps). In 1939 the property was purchased by G. Sousa. Currently, the property is owned by C. St. Don, who
resides on the first floor and operates the front-facing gable garage as a gift shop. St. Don’s daughter resides on the second
floor with her family (the Cunhas) (Rochester Historical Commission).

BIBLIOGRAPITY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907,

Foss, A E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoiseit, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates,

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Lovalties of Old New England Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 32 Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 41, 42

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns"”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.
Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical

Commission, Massachusetis State Archives Facility, 1981,

Personal Communication, Rochester Historical Commission, June 1998.
Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.
Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps
1795
1830
1856
1879
1903
1936

1941

1969a
196%9b
1969¢

Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Wallin g.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusctts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts (02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborfrood or viflage)

Address 68 Braley Hill Road {(Route 103)

Historic Name Cdwards-Rounseville House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction mid-19th ¢./before 1856

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form _Greek Revival/Full Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim vinyl siding

Roof _asphalt shingle

Quthuildings/Secondary Structures

detached garage (mid-20th ¢.)

Sketeh Map Major Alterations (with dates)

vinyl siding: rear ell

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yves Date

Acreage 2.66 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington. E. Paulus Setting sct back from road about 25 feet and accessed by a

prave] drive to the south: land slopes to the rear

Organization_The Public Archaeolooy Laboratory. Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusens flistorcat Cammission Survey Marual for instructions jor camprleting this form.
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Rochester 68 Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 43

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

68 Braley Hill Road (Route 105) is a 1Y%-story, Greek Revival-style, residential building. 1t is a good example of the Greek
Revival style, although most of its stylistic elements are limited to the door surround and cornice returns. The building is
rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (west elevation) and is two
bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade within a classical entablature and is flanked by 5-light
sidelights. Fenestration consists of 2/2 double-hung sash windows sct in rectangular openings with simple molding
surrounds. The structural system is timber frame on a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with viny! siding and
the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Brick chimneys skimmed with concrete are located on the ridge and west slope
of the main roof. A 1-story, gable-roof ¢ll is attached to the rear elevation. The property is in good condition and also
includes a detached, 1-story, two-bay, gable-roof garage (mid-20 c.) to the south of the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Braley Hill Road, originally known as Long Plain Road, was re-named for the Braley family, many of which were farmers,
who resided along this road and Featherbed Lane in the 19th and 20th centuries. Located on the west side of Rochester, it
serves as a north-south connector to North Avenue and Hartley Road and runs through the adjacent town of Acushnet.

68 Braley Hill Road was constructed in the mid- 19th century, prior to 1856 when G. Edwards lived there (Walling [856).
Edwards continued to reside at this address until at least 1879 (1879 map). Prior to 1916, the property was purchased by
Edwin E. Rounseville, a farmer, who lived there with his son Edwin E. Jr., also a farmer (Foss 1916). Following his father’s
death on July 31, 1925, Edwin E., Jr., remained at this address along with his wife, Nellic E. (Foss 1926, 1933). The property
was subsequently handed down to other members of the Rounseville family, including L. Rounseville (1969¢) and the present
owner, Edwin E. Rounseville I11 {(List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Matiapoisett, Massachusells.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Ofd Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MZIC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795  Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 68 Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 43

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

196%9a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusctts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neiglhborhood or village)

Address 96 Bralev Hill Road (Route 103)

Historic Name B. E. Hoar House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction ca. 1850

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form Greek Revival/Victoriar Eclectic

Architect/Builder

Iixterior Material:

Foundation fieldstone

Wall/Trim_clapboard, wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

detached garage (early 201h ¢ /before 1630)

Major Alterations (with dates)

gambrel-roof ¢ll (ca. 1900)

sce attached map

Condition good

Moved X no ves Date

Acreage 22 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting situated in a wooded area and set back from the

road about 23 feet: accessed by oravel drive with

Organization_The Public Archacologv Laboratory. Inc.

sloping land to the east

Date (month/day/yvear) June 1998

Folfow Massachusctts Historical Commission Survey Manual for insiruciions for comp leting this form
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Rochester 96 Braley Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachuseits Archives Facility Area(s) Form No,
220 Morrissey Boulevard 44

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 96 Braley Hill Road (Route 105) is a 1%-story, Greek Revival/Victorian Eclectic-style, residential building.
It is an unusual example of a Greek Revival-style house updated in the late 19th century. The building is notable as it is
actually comprised of two buildings, one moved to the site around 1900 and attached to the south end. The building as it
appears today, has an L-shaped plan, consisting of a front-facing, gable-roof main block (original), and a gambrel-roof side
ell extension on the south elevation. The main block has an asymmetrical, three-bay facade (west elevation) and is two bays
in depth. The primary entrance is offset on the facade and has a simple wood surround. Fenestration consists of 2/2 and 2/1
double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with projecting lintels. Both blocks sit on fieldstone foundations.
The exterior walls are clad with clapboard and wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Two shed-roof
dormers are located on the west elevation of the gambrel-roof block while a large shed-roof dormer spans the south slope
of the main block. Brick chimneys are located on the center ridge of the main block and the east slope of the ell addition.
A I-story, flat-roof porch with slender turned supports and decorative brackets is located along the facade and south
clevations of the main block. This porch has been enclosed on the eastern portion of the south elevation and appears again
on the west elevation of the gambrel-roof ¢ll. Other notable exterior architectural features include cornerboards and cornice
returns. A detached barn that once stood on the property was taken down in the 1970's. The property is in good condition
and also includes a [-story, hip-roof, detached garage (early 20th c./before 1930) in poor condition located to the south of
the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Braley Hill Road, originally known as Long Plain Road, was re-named for the Braley family, many of which were farmers,
who resided along this road and Featherbed Lane in the 19th and 20th centuries. Located on the west side of Rochester, it
serves as a north-south connector to North Avenue and Hartley Road and runs through the adjacent town of Acushnet.

96 Braley Hill Road was constructed ca. 1850, prior to 1856 when it was occupied by B.E. Hoar (Walling 1856), followed
by T. Spooner in 1879 (1879 map). Around 1900, a gambrel-roof ell, originally a separate house, was moved to the property
and converted into the side ell. It currently houses the kitchen (personal communication, Barbara Besse, May 1998). By
1903, the property was occupied by Frank L. Borden, a farmer and lumber dealer; and Everett L. Borden, a teamster (Foss
1903). It was probably during this period that the garage was constructed. Frank continued to reside there, along with his
wife Jennie, until at least 1941 (1941 map). The Bordens remained there until 1950, when Raymond and Alberta King
acquired the property. Raymond and Alberta are the parents of Barbara Besse, the town historian, who lives nearby at 289
North Avenue (MHC 26, 1830). Alberta continues to reside at 96 Braley Hill Road to the present day (personal
communication, Barbara Besse, May 1998).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.
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Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plvmouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Personal Communication, Barbara Besse, Town Historian, May 1998,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachuserts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachuseits Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

——————— Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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FORM C - OBJECT

Assessor’s number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
Massachusetts Historical Commission : )
80 Boylston Street 15 Snipatuit J 913
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
Town Rochester
Place (neighborbood or village)
Photograph -
R e e T T T L Address or Location Burgess Ave./Alley Rd
' B % - Name Thomas Gayoski Corner
§ vt
2 ; Cf% . Ownership X% Public (O Private
3 = . ot . ..
¥ Type of Object (check one):
g O smtﬂg\ B 0 monument
: 3 O bust"™ O milestone
¢ [J group composition bk marker
O religious shrine
[0 boundary marker
0 other (specify)
, Date of Construction _May 1994
-n ! .

ch Builder .
Vesi David Hughes
N Designer/Sculptor g
i Materials _Wood

- Alterations (with dates) __NO

& A Condition _Good

Moved [X no [J yes Date

Acreage Small triangle

Sen:ing Open area between 2 roads

very rural, fields nearby

Recorded by Susan M. LaFleur

OrganizationRochester Historical Comm.

Date (month/year) _April 1999




OBJECT FORM

DESIGN ASSESSMENT T see continuation sheet _ o
Describe the design features of the object, and cvaluate in terms of otber similar types of objects within the
community.

David Hughes, then a Selectman of the town, donated the materials and made the
memorial. The marker is a square wooden sign 24" x 24", with a raised frame border The
post and sign are painted white with black lettering, the frame is gray. The post is about 4"
x 4" square and approximately 7 ft. high.

The marker sits in a rather large triangle formed where Alley Rd. and Burgess Ave.
meet. Small evergreen trees have been planted on either side.

There are two similar markers in the town also honoring residents who gave of
themselves to the town.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ see continuation sbeet
Explain the bistory of the object, and bow it relates ta the development of the community.

Erected in memory of Thomas Gayoski Sr. by the Town of Rochester this marker
stands within sight of his home. Then Selectman David Hughes brought the idea of a
marker before the Board and the plan and a sight were approved.

A Rochester native, Thomas passed away Oct. 7, 1993. He was a self employed
carpenter and farmer working land his father had before him. Raising corn and other
vegetables to be sold at a road side stand. He also had raised chickens for a time.

Civic minded, he was a volunteer firefighter, town building Inspector and was
animal control officer for the town. It's as dog officer that he is best known, holding the
position for 33 years. Everyone with a problem knew one call would bring Tom Gayoski
m short order, no matter the day or time.

ENTIRE INSCRIPTION (f applicable):
The simple mscription reads

THOMAS GAYOSKI CORNER
Dedicated May 30, 1994

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES U see continuation sheet

The Sentinel Newspaper - Oct. 1993
The Standard Times Newspaper - Oct. 1993
David Hughes - Past Rochester Selectman

[3 Recommended for listing in National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a



NVENTORY FORM CONTINUALION SHEET

Town Property Address
VIASSACI!USE’ITS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Rochester Burgess Ave. & Alley RAd.
.viASSAcnussrrs Arcmives Bunming Area(s)  Form No,
*20 Monrissey BoULEVARD [ ; J 913 I
JO0STON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 — -t

Historical narrative con't.

Tom carried on a tradition started by his father, holding Easter Egg Hunts on his
property for 45 years for the fun and enjoyment of the Town's children.

A member of the Rochester Grange for 50 years, he served as Master a total of 15
years and chairman of its annual fair for many years. He helped maintain the building by
repairing anything he saw that needed doing, rarely if ever asking for help

Past Selectman David Hughes described him as a "down to earth, no frills kind of
guy who was very easy to be around.” He was always willing to help whenever and
wherever he was nceded never expecting anything in return. For this reason among others
the town was proud to show their appreciation to a man who worked hard for his family
and community and is missed by many throughout the town.

The Marker was erccted and dedicated May 29, 1994 with family, town officials,
grange members and friends in attendance. After the unveiling, a wreath was placed on the
sign post by the Master of Rochester Grange.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusctts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborlivod or village)

Address 66 Burgess Avenue

Historic Name J. H. Clark House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction early 19th c.

Source _visual inspection/ Walling 1856

Style/Form Federal/ Full Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Quthuildings/Secondary Structures

I-story garage (early 20th ¢.): 3 sheds (late 19th-early 20th

c.)

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story, side-oable ell {19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage ¢ acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Sctting sct back about 25 feet from road; stone wall along

north perimeter; gravel drive to south: large field

Organization The Public Archacology Laboratory. Inc.

to north and east

Date (month/day/vear) Junc 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historicad Commission Swrvey Manval for instructions for completing this form
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Rochester 66 Burgess Avenue
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 45

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The J. H. Clark House at 66 Burgess Avenue is a 1Y2-story, Federal-style, residential building. It is an excellent and well-
preserved example of a Federal-style Cape, the Cape form being the predominant building type in Rochester throughout the
18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a
symmetrical, five-bay facade (west elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade
beneath a 6-light transom and flanked by 4-light sidelights and fluted pilasters. Fenestration consists of 6/6 double-hung sash
windows set in rectangular openings with splayed lintels and simple wood sills. The structural system is timber frame on
a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A brick
chimney rises from the center of the roof at the ridge. A 1-story, side-gable ell (19th century) set on a stone foundation is
attached to the south elevation. A 1-story, shed-roof porch with Tuscan columns and a plain rail is located on the west
elevation of the ell. The property is in good condition and also includes four outbuildings. A I-story, hip-roof, wood-shingle
garage (early 20th century) and three side-gable, wood shingle sheds (late 19th/early 20th ¢.) set on stone foundations are
located to the northeast of the house, to the east of an open field.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Burgess Avenue was named for Joseph Burgess who lived in the area known as Scragged Neck in the 18th century. Burgess
was one of the only residents of the area in the early 18th century (1969a map).

The J. H. Clark House was constructed in the early 19th century. The first known occupant of the house was J.H. Clark who
lived there as early as 1856 (Walling 1856). He remained at this address until at least 1879 (1879 map). By 1907, the house
was occupied by Stillman H. Ryder who had a box board and lumber mill on the west side of Walnut Plain Road near Burgess
Avenue (Walling 1856, Foss 1907). This mill was run as a saw mill by W. Rider /sic] in the mid-19th century (Walling
1856). By 1879 the mill was known as the Vaughn and Ryder Box Board Mill. Vaughn and Ryder also operated a saw mill
on the east side of Walnut Plain Road, near Burgess Avenue (1879 map). This second mill was Jater known as the Sturtevant
Mill. Members of the Ryder family continued to occupy this house until at least 1941, when Jennie Ryder resided there (Foss
1933, 1941 map). Several other members of the Ryder family resided along Walnut Plain and Ryder roads in the 19th century
(Walling 1856, 1879 map). Ryder Road takes its name from this family.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachuselts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumey, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamiiton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884,

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. WNew England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.
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Community:
Rochester
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Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents, Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusets. Saco Valley Printing, Frycburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Enginecring Corp., New Bedford, MA.

——————— Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusctts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 43 Clapp Road

Historic Name Samuel Winslow House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction ca. 1735

Scurce RIS files (deed research)

Style/Form Georgian

Architeet/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

1 1/2-s1ory barn/garape (late 19th ¢.)

Major Alterations (with dates)

1 1/2-story, end-pable rcar ell (19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition_good

Moved X no ves Date

Acreage 22.64 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back about 15 feet from road; woods to north;

grass, trees, shrubs; cranberry bog to east

Organization The Public Archacology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Foliow Massachuseus Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Samuel Winslow House at 43 Clapp Road is a large, 2'2-story, Georgian-style, residential building. It is a well-preserved
example of its type and period within the town and is notable as one of only several Georgian-style buildings still remaining
in Rochester. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay
facade (south elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and has a classical gable
pediment with a fluted pilaster surround.. Fenestration consists of 2/2, 6/6, and 6/12 double-hung sash windows set in
rectangular openings with simple wood lintels and sills. The structural system is timber frame on a stone foundation. The
exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A massive brick chimney is
centrally-located at the ridge. A 1l4-story, gable-roof ¢ll (19th c.) set on a stone foundation, is attached to the rear elevation
of the main block. An interior brick chimney pierces the roofline of the south slope of this ell. The ell is notable for eyebrow
windows set high on the wall surface, just below the eaves. The property is in good condition and also includes a 1'4-story,
saltbox roof, wood shingle barn/garage (late 19th ¢.) and a large, irregularly-shaped cranberry bog accessed by a dirt drive
and bordered by mature trees to the east of the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Clapp Road was named for the Clapp family, early settlers of the town. The earliest records of the town, from 1697, mention
Increase Clapp (Increase Clapp House (MHC 23, 1704) as selectmen. Major Earl Clapp was a distinguished officer in the
Revolutionary War (Committee of the Town of Mattapoeisett 1907:60).

43 Clapp Road was constructed ca. 1735 by Samuel Winslow who deeded the land and house to Jonathan Delano, Sr., a
weaver, in 1735, Jonathan’s son, Jonathan, Ir,, sold the house and land to Ebenezer Clapp, in 1755, The house remained in
the Clapp family for over 200 years, until the 1990s. Ebenezer left the land to his grandson Nathaniel in 1792. The property
then passed to Nathaniel’s son William in 1829; to William’s son Nathaniel P. in 1883; to Nathanie!’s widow Frances
(Nathaniel died August 28, 1917) in 1917; to Frances’ nephew William B. in 1923; and to William’s son Earl in 1942 (RHS
files, deed and probate records). Earl, a shipper, continued to reside there, along with his wife Irene (Foss 1933:177), until
at least 1969 (1969¢ map). His son Raymond owned the property in the late 20th century, selling it in the 1990s (RHS files).
It is currently vacant (List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Matiapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. Hisfory of Plymouth County. 1.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Enginecring Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION T cee continuation sheer

Jescribe archirectural fearures. Evaluate the characterisiics of this building i termis of other butlaimgs within the communiry.

This is a typical "mansion house".always xept up,Xepgt neat and
repaired,but never with an evye to History. It is sound as far
as known.

JISTORICAL NARRATIVE 2 see conrinnation sheet
Jscuss the bistory of the building. Explain its assocations with local (or state) fistory. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
be groners/occupants played within the communiry.

House sold by Samuel Winslow to Jeonathan Delano,who sold it
to Ekbenezer Clapp.,l1755,father of the famous Indian fighter yMaj.Earl Clapp.
It stayed in the Calpp family untiil990s,when Raymend W.Clapp,$.§.g.dg.
grandscn of Ebenezer seold it. '

The line follows: Wbenezer to grandson Nathaniel,to son
William,to son Nathaniel, to nephew William B. to son Earl,tc son Raymond.

IBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . see comtinudarion sheer

Deeds.:
3k.44,p.49
Delano to Clapp

Rochester Vital Records
Plymouth County Registry 0& Deeds

BK.30:p.68 Probate Court,.
Wine o 4150 ©.S. 1792 Ebenezer to Nathaniel
¥inslow to Delano 4208 0.S. 1829 Nathaniel to William
1225 1883 William toc Nathaniel P.
25786 1917 Nathaniel to widow Frances
32413 1923 Frances to William BH.
54207 1942 William B. to Earil

. Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. [f checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement form.
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Sketch Map

see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Rochester

Place (neighboritood or village)

Address 169 Clapp Road

Historic Name

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction 1810

Source sign on house/ visual inspection

Style/Form No Stvle/ 3/4 Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outhuildings/Secondary Structures

[-storv shed (20th ¢.); 1-story attached garage (early 20th ¢.)

Major Alterations (with dates)

I-story, end-zable ell (mid-late 19th ¢.): 4-bay, shed-roof

dormer {1950%)

Organization_The Public Archaeology l.aboratory, Inc.

Condition cood

Moved X no ves Date

Acrcage 0.5 acres

Setting set back about 20 feet from road; stone retaining

wall along south and west: accessed by gravel

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

drive 1o east

Follow Massachusens Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form
A . ! J
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

169 Clapp Road is a 1¥2-story, ¥%-Cape, residential building. It is a good example of its type and period within the town and
is notable as one of several ¥:-Capes surviving in Rochester. The Cape form was the dominant building type in Rochester
throughout the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block
has an asymmetrical, four-bay facade (south elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is offset on the facade
and has a 2-light transom and simple wooed molding surround. Fenestration consists of 12/12 double-hung sash windows set
in rectangular openings with simple wood sills and lintels. The structural system is timber frame on a granite foundation.
The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A single gable-dormer projects
from the south roof slope and a large, shed-roof dormer (1950s) appears along the rear (north) slope. Two interior, brick
chimneys pierce the roofline, one near the ridge and the other on the south roof slope. Other notable architectural features
include cornice returns and cornerboards. A 1-story, side-gable, wood shingle ell (mid-late 19th c.) set on a stone foundation
15 attached to the east elevation, A small, 1-story, flat-roof sun porch is located on the north side of the ell, A 1-story, side-
gable, wood shingle garage (early 20th c.) is attached to the northeast corner of the ell. The property is in good condition
and features a dressed granite wall along its front edge and a 1-story, saltbox-roof, wood shingle shed to the south.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)
Clapp Road was named for the Clapp family, early settlers of the town. The earliest records of the town, from 1697, mention

Increase Clapp (Increase Clapp House (MHC 23, 1704) as sclectmen. Major Earl Clapp was a distinguished officer in the
Revolutionary War (Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:60).

According to town historian Barbara Besse, 169 Clapp Road was constructed in 1810 to house a man who ran the grist mill
atthe Hiller farm (personal communication, Barbara Besse, June 1998). Originally part of the Hiller Estate (East-Over Farms
(MHC Area B), the property is identified on the 1856 map as a store and by 1879, T.W. Leonard was residing there (1879
map). Numerous Leonards lived in the immediate area, at what is presently known as East-Over Farms (MHC Area B). The
building is shown on the 1936 and 1941 maps although no name is given for its occupant. M. Spangler bought the property
in the 1950s and occupied it until at least 1969 (1969¢ map). For the past two years, the property has been occupied by Dick
Noble, an employee at East-Over Farms. According to Mr. Noble, the property was sold out of the Hiller family in the mid-
20th century, although they retained a "first right of refusal” for the property. About 4 years ago, the property was again
purchased by East-Over Farms. Currently, it is owned by Robert B. Hiller HI (Rochester Historical Commission).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Martapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyaities of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumey, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. 1.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.
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Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.
Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.
Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical

Commission, Massachusetts Statc Archives Facility, 1981.

Personal Communication, Barbara Besse, May and June 1998,
Town of Rochester. List of Residents, Street List; Alphabetic List, Rochester, MA, 1997.
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Maps
1795
1830
1856
1879
1903
1936

1941

1969a
1969b
1969¢

Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans, Various surveyors and dates.
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7. Origing! owner (if known) Town (Given' by krs. Charles H.Leonard)

Ciriginal use Town Hall and Library
__ 8Suhseguent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Tnem<s {check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural ) Education T Religion Tt
Architectural ~ Exploration/ - Scicnce/ T
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9. Histerical Significance (include explanaticn of themes checked above)
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of the town in 1679
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Proogte Court

King,preelding.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
"Mattapolsett and O01d Hochester! by Leonard and oihers

Proprietors Eecords,Vol.I,II,III,Plymouth County Reglstry ot Deeds

Map of 1795
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Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Rochester Center

Address 1 Constitution Way

Historic Name Rochester Town Hall

Uses: Present civic

Original civic

Date of Construction 1892

Source MHC B Form 1973

Style/Form Queen Anne

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation concrete slab

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

i
i
i

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

rear ell (early-mid 20th ¢.); side ell (mid 20th c.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 19.53 acres

Recorded by M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus Sctting _situated west of the town green; accessed by a

paved lot with woods to west

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/vear) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester ] Constitution Way
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard A 1

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Rochester Town Hall, constructed in 1892, is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style as it was applied to civic
buildings in the late 19th century. Situated to the west of the Town Green (MHC 815), the | Ya-story building stands within
a complex that comprises the town’s civic center. The building is complex in plan and is comprised of the main block, an
integral entry porch, a side ell, arear ell, and an octagonal tower. The main block has a front-facing, asymmetrical, four-bay
facade (east elevation) and is four bays in depth. A 2-story, hip-roof octagonal tower is attached to the north slope of the roof
and projects slightly beyond the eaves. The primary entrance is offset on the facade and consists of a pair of wood doors
flanked by single-light sidelights. The entrance is set within a 1-bay, front gable integral porch with arecessed entry vestibule
that is accessed by concrete steps. Fenestration consists of single and paired 6/1 double-hung sash windows set in rectan gular
openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system is wood frame on a concrete slab foundation. The exterior walls
are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A hip dormer projects from the east slope of the
roof and one brick chimney rises from the roof ridge.

The building displays many notable exterior architectural features, including a Palladian window set in the gable end of the
facade, pilasters, drip molding, cornice returns, cornerboards, and exposed rafters as well as hatf-timbering and a boxed
cornice in the gable end of the entry porch. Other structures attached to the main block include a 1-story, gable-roof, rear
ell (early to mid-20th c.) that extends along the south and west elevation and a 1-story, hip-roof ell (currently the assessor’s
office) along the south and east elevation (early 20th ¢.). The building is accessed by a paved drive and parking lot to the
north. Landscape elements consist of foundation plantings and small shrubs with woods to the west. The property is in good
condition and, with the exception of the rear gable addition, retains a high degree of integrity.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rochester Center has served as the civic center of the town since the late 17th century, when its first meetinghouse (not
extant) was built. The area was established as the town center in 1697 by the first constables of Rochester, who chose a
wooded lot north of the present-day First Congregational Church (MHC 3. 1837) and set it apart for the town. Originally
named "the Ministry" woods, the area initjally included a burying ground and training field. Several months after it was laid
out, a location for the meeting house was chosen. The construction of the first Rochester Meeting House in 1699 led to the
development of several local highways which helped to solidify and establish the town center in the 18th century. Town life
centered around Rochester Center with the development of the town green and the erection of such buildings as First
Congregational Church (MHC 3, 1837), Academy School (MHC 2. 1838), and Town Hall. During the 20th century other
civic building erected there were the Plumb Corner Mall and Plumb Memorial Library.

The Town Hall stands on land that was once occupied by a schoolhouse. Constructed before 1854, it was known as the Town
or Center School. The Center School educated all students within the district with the exception of the "older” students who
were sent next door to the Academy (MHC 2, 1838). After 1869, the number of schools in town decreased as a result of the
abolition of the district system, which placed the control of schools in the hands of the town. By 1880, the Leonard School,
located on the north side of Mary’s Pond Road, merged with the Center School. In 1882, the Center School was purchased
by George W. Gifford for $547.93 and moved to a lot on the corner of Mary’s Pond Road and Walnut Plain Road, By 1901,
the Church School merged with the Center School and taught grades one through four (MacGregor n.d.:[-6). Shortly after
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this the schoolhouse was sold, cut in half, and moved by Henry Gidley to be used as a barn on New Bedford Road near the
Wheel of Fortune Corner in the Mattapoisett Area (MHC Area F). Asof 1950 the barm was still standing (Humphrey 1953:5),
although whether it is extant today is unclear.

The present-day Town Hall is the third one to stand at Rochester Center. After the First Parish meetinghouse was constructed
in 1760, the old meetinghouse of 1717 became the known as the town house and was used for town meetings and gatherings.
In 1773, the town voted to cut the town house down to one story and divide it by a partition, using one half as a "workhouse
to promote industry” and the other half as a town hall. Delayed by the American Revolution, this was not completed until
178 1when Lot Haskell and Deacon Seth Dexter became the town’s first town officers. By 1792, the workhouse had been
closed down by the state and the town hall was remodeled to convert the entire building into the town hall. In 1811, however,
this building was taken down and its timbers were used to construct the second town hall in Rochester Center (Committee
of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:144-145).

This second town hall was constructed in 1811 and located directly across the Academy (MHC 2, 1838) on the east side of
the Town Green (MHC 815). The building was square in plan, with a low, hip roof and rising tiers of seats. In 1892, when
the third Town Hall was erected, this old town hall was converted into a cranberry screen house and moved to the Pratt
cranberry bog (Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:145).

The present-day Town Hall was erected in 1892 from funds donated by Mrs. C.H. Leonard, who also renovated and
refurnished the First Congregational Church (MHC 3, 1837). Mr. and Mrs. Charles Leonard donated half the money needed
to build the new town hall and provided funds for subsequent additions such as the library (now the assessor's office), which
served as the town library until the Joseph H. Plumb Memorial Library was built in 1976 (Gurney 1990:29). During the fall
of 1931 a Civil War Monument (MHC 911, [927) was erected before the town hall and in 1932, a bronze tablet bearing the
names of 81 townsmen was placed on the monument ("Rochester to Dedicate Memorial Tablet and Stone" 1932:no page).
Rochester's Town Hall is an integral part of civic life in Rochester and one of three central buildings that make up Rochester
Center.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

¥} Individually eligible _J Eligible only in a historic district

¥ Contributing to a potential historic district L! Potential historic district
Criteria: WA CB WMMC [1D

Criteria Considerations: [TA [_B OC OD OE [IF 7IG

Statement of Significance by: M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The Rochester Town Hall is locally significant as an excellent example of the Queen Anne style and for its
historical associations with the development of Rochester Center as the civic center of town. This building is
the third Town Hall to stand on the Town Green at Rochester Center. The Rochester Town Hall possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and meets criteria A and
C of the NRHP in the areas of politics/government and architecture. The property is a contributing element to a
potential Rochester Center Historic District. Additional historical research will be required to complete the
nomination.



ouse Rechestevis/



The 01d Meeting House

Written for the Wareham Courier by Harriet Church,April,18%9

I wonder how many readers:.of the Courier have any recolleczion
of the old meeting house at Rochestsr Center,which stood on very
nearly the same spot where the pre2sent one now stands. It was a
plain, square building,without the least pretension of achitectursal
peauty,and the surrounding grounds were as plain and bare as the
puilding itself, for no improvement society had ever ventured to
plant a tree or shrub,or in any way to detract from its primeval
barrenness.

On a 3abbath morning we may see the people gathering from
11 directions towards the old meeting house,for the parish is large
gnd extends from Horseneck on the north to Wolf Isliand on the south,
and from Mary's Pond on the east to Allen Marshall's on the west.

The parishoners are all "meetin'folk"” and it must be a very
urgent reason that would be considered a sufficient excuse for
being absent from the Church on the Sabbath.

So we see them coming,the more distant in carriages,but mostly
on foat,and once,but I think only once,-I remember seeing Allen
Marsha}l riding up the green on horseback with his sister Hannah
mounted on a pillion behind him.

The people coming from the north pass the little schoolhouse
that stood by the corner of the wood,from the east they come over
the green by the old town house. Those from South and West come
around Dr.Haskell's corner,and a few come over the graveyard from
Dexter's Lane. Those old landmarks have now all disappeared, _
excepting the graveyard,which is never failing but ever increasing.

3ut we must not linger too long on the outside, for though there
is no warning bell ,to tell us when the services are to commence,we
all know the proper time to enter. So we go to the heavy oaken
door,which is,as a matter of course,on the south side of the house.
As I am wtiting solely from my own recollection,I may possibly
be incorrect in some little particular,but it is now my impression
that the door opened directly into the main body of the house,-
at any rate there was certainly no entry where friends might stoep
for a moment to exchange a morning greeting. A wide aisle leads
directly from the door te the opposite side of the house. There,
in a high pulpit,which is entered by a flight of stairs on either
side, the Rev.Jonathan BigZelow discourses the very soundest of
sound doctrines. High above his head is a very heavy struciure,or a
platform,which was always the object of my childish fear and wonder
—- of fear legt it fall on the speaker,andof wonder why 1t was ever
placed there. And even now,in my mature years,l annot fully understand
its use,-whether it was intended to catch the more forcible points
of the discourse and give them added force on the rebound,or if 1t
was to serve as a sort of check or restraint to prevemt the fiights
of pulpit eloquence from soaring too high,above the comprenension
of the hearers.

Another aisle,slightly narrower than the first,crossed it at
right angles from east to west,with an outer door at either end.and
still another aisle ran nearly around the room just within the
row of the wall pews. The Lews were built in square,pig-pen fashion,
with seats on three sides to accomodate a large family. A part of
the pews had a small portion of the seats hung on hinges so that it
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w#itn a slam. It would have been considered a great offence for any
person to sit during prayer,but the slamming privilege was anly
allowed to a few of the older pillars of the church,like Uncle Lot
and Uncle Ben HaskXell. In those days all aged people wers auntis
and uncles.

The old nouse was pleasant enough in summer,when the docrd and
windows were thrown open and the littie birds came confidingly
around with their sweet twitterings,but in the winter the two huge
box stoves were by no means sufficient to warm the whole house.How
plainly I can even now seem to see the gentle faced old ladies
coming at moon intermission with their little tin foot stoves,meekly
asking for a few coals and at the same time taking the opportunity
to exchange with each other a few quiet words of neighberly
greseting. There were Aunt Dices Sturdevant,Aunt Haskell, Aunt Clapp
Aunt Fear Haskell and other aunts whose very names were since forgotten.

The gallery extended around three sides of the house,and the
part which was directly opposite the pulpit was occupied by the
singers. Here you might hear those grand old tunes where the different
parts of the music chased each other in and out among the bars,mow
this part taking the lead,and now that,it all very sure 1o come out
together in perfect harmony at the end.

The orchestra itself would hardly meet the requirements of the
present day if a fine toned organ was there,but instead Martin
Ryder played the great bass viol,Joseph Haskell the violin,and
sometimes Jacob Sparrow the clarinet. There was also another
indescrivable instrument which was played,or rather worked,by Prince
Dexter. I do not know rightly its name,whether it was a bagsoon or
a irombone,but whatever i1t was it resembles David's harp in at
least one respect,for it certainly was of most solemn sound.

But the time has come when the old must give place to the new.
The aast hymn has been sung and the last benediction pronounced.
We see the large Bible lifted reverently from it's long wonted place
on the worn and faded pulpit cushions,and we hear the steps of the
gingers descending the time worn stairs that have resounded tec the
tread of generations of singers. We see the people leaving their
respective pews and moving slowly towarda the door-the door that lcoks
out toward the hallowed spot where whatever part each person may have
played in the great psalm of 1ife,or however much of discord there
may have seemed to be in the various lives,yet all shall meet in
peaceful harmony at the end.

And so the Congregation are passing out,old and young,parenis
and children, :the young full of 1ife and hope,looking only to the
futuere and to the new house scon tc be built: The old with many
a loving,lingering look at the old familiar aisles and pews that
are soon to be as if they had never been.

And sc,one by one, they have passed through the broad opern door,
and have gong~=------ where?

All have vanished,and have become like the old house itself,only
a half remembered dream of the paet.

Lang Syne

Notes Miss Harriet Church would have been 30 years old when the
building was torn down in 1857



flrst meeting homse of Hochester was voted on web,2,149%,
and wasg tuilt about a year later,at the west end onf
the long bridge,oy Peter Blackmer. It was to cost 60 L
and be 26& ft.long,24 ft.wide, wih 4 ft between the joiss,
and have a pulpit on "floats",?% galleries of seats,and
%2 south windows.

May 14,1714,vgned to build a new meeting house,40 Tt.long,
35 ft.wide,20 ft.between joist,and to be finished
by Uct.31,1715,be built by Peter Blackmer,with Stephern
Andrews to prepare the land.
(" This would seem to have been a two story
building

1725...%0ted %o repalr and remodel the meeting houcse,
building up tne gallery in the east end,lowering the
seats in the east end,repasiring the glass,gettinzg a lock,

and buildingz seats for negroes and Indians under the stairs

1793. Voted to cut the meeting house down %o one story,
make a partition,add a chimney,set one half asgide
Town Zouse and one half for a work house,leacon
ch was to ac the work.
////}he oid Towrn nouse photo shows a one story building..
iz it Tne game ane,? work just ecompleted????
% 1s generally accepted that it was built in 1811
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/ LT, TIew One Qui;t 1292

P

-~

! Py

Rt

/ LT

P

L"“F . N *
\ TYPeAL 177 Ceatuny meeting hys e ouy  meetimg hpuse ]



FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

31/32 | [ Marion J | A I 2

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Rochester Center

Address 7 Constitution Way

Historic Name _Rochester Academy

Uses: Present recreation/culture

Original educational/school

Date of Construction 1838-1839

Source MHC B Form 1973

Style/Form Greek Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim_clapbeard, wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Sccondary Structures

shed (late 19th ¢.)

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

rear ell {late 19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition pood

Moved X no yes  Date

Acrcage 19.53 acres

Recorded by M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting situated west of the town green; accessed by a

gravel lot with woods to west

Organization _The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Menval for instructions for completing this form,
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Rochester Academy at 7 Constitution Way is a 2)4-story, Greek Revival-style civic building. Situated to the west of the
Town Green (MHC 815), it is a relatively intact example of a mid-19th century educational facility. The building has a
rectangular plan, consisting of a main block with a front-facing gable roof and a rectangular bell tower. The main block has
a symmetrical, three-bay facade (east elevation) and is five bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade
and is flanked by recessed panels and topped by a simple wood entablature. Fenestration consists of single, 20/20 and 10/15
double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with flat drip molding and simple wood sills. The structural system
is timber frame on a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with clapboard and wood shingles and the roof is covered
with asphalt shingles. A brick chimney rises from the center of the roof ridge. A secondary entrance is located on the south
elevation and is topped by a bracketed, hip roof hood. The bell tower, set close to the front of the building, is open with a
classical entablature supported by three square posts at each corner. Other notable exterior architectural features include a
wide molded frieze below the cornice line, a triangular vent set in the gable end of the facade, a belt course, and recessed
panel corer posts. Alterations include a 2-story, shed-roof rear ell (late 19th c.) A small, 1-story, end-gable shed (late 19th
c.) that features exposed rafters and novelty siding is located to the rear of the building. The building is accessible by a gravel
lot to the south and landscape elements include woods to the west of the property. The property is in good condition and
retains a high degree of integrity.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rochester Center has served as the civic center of the town since the late 17th century, when its first meetinghouse (not
extant) was built. The area was established as the town center in 1697 by the first constables of Rochester, who chose a
wooded lot north of the present-day First Congregational Church (MHC 3, 1837) and set it apart for the town. Originally
named "the Ministry” woods, the area initially included a burying ground and training field. Several months after it was laid
out, a location for the meeting house was chosen. The construction of the first Rochester Meeting House in 1699 led to the
development of several local highways which helped to solidify and establish the town center in the 18th century. Town life
centered around Rochester Center with the development of the town green and the erection of such buildings as First
Congregational Church (MHC 3, 1837), Academy School (MHC 2, 1838), and Town Hall. During the 20th century other
civic buildings erected there were the Plumb Corner Mall and Plumb Memorial Library.

By the early 19th century, the schools in the town of Rochester were under the control of a district system. This district
system divided the town into legal districts, with each district having its own schoolhouse and an elected prudential
committee-man. The committee-man selected the teacher and was responsible for providing school equipment. Each district
had to provide its school with a building, 25 square fect or less, that included a hall or closet, desks and benches on three sides
with 10 square feet of open space in the center for recitations. The schools held two terms (winter and summer) and each
term averaged a length of 3 months. By 1859, Rochester had 11 districts with 11 schoolhouses that stood throughout the
town. Several of these old schoolhouses can be seen throughout the town to the present day, functioning as barns or other
types of outbuildings (MacGregor n.d.:1-6).

The present-day Academy was apparently one of two school buildings that stood in Rochester Center during the 19th century.
The first school at Rochester Center, constructed in 1838, is the present-day Academy building. The second, known as the
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Town or Center School, stood next to the Academy on the site of the present-day Town Hall (MHC 1, 1892). Constructed
before 1854, the Center Schoo! was located in District One and educated all students within the district with the exception
of the "older" students who were sent next door to the Academy. The district system was abolished in 1869 in favor of a more
manageable school system. Over the next few decades small schools throughout the town were consolidated into larger
schools. By 1880, the Leonard School, located on the north side of Mary’s Pond Road, merged with the Center Scheol. In
1882, the Center School was purchased by George W. Gifford for $547.93 and moved to a lot on the corner of Mary’s Pond
Road and Walnut Plain Road. By 1901, the Church School on Mattapoisett Road merged with the Center School and taught
grades one through four (MacGregor n.d.:1-6). Shortly after this the schoolhouse was sold, cut in half, and moved by Henry
Gidley to be used as a barn on New Bedford Road near the Wheel of Fortune Corner in the Mattapoisett Area (MHC Area
F). As of 1950 the barn was still standing (Humphrey 1953:5), although whether it is extant today is unclear.

The Rochester Academy was founded in 1836 and built in 1838 as part of this important educational movement in Rochester
Center that began in the early 19th century. The Academy opened in 1839 under the direction of leading citizens of the town,
including Reverend Jonathan Bigelow, George Bonney, Theophilus King, and Joseph Haskell. One of the first preceptors
of the Academy was Dr. Henry Martyn Dexter, the noted leader of Congregationalism. The Rochester Academy was for a
generation the most potent educational force in the town, allowing Rochester to be recognized as a country town that held
education and intellectual betterment as a priority. The Academy educated the "older" students who were sent there by the
Center School. The Academy building also included a boarding house that stood opposite the residence of Dr. Joseph
Haskell. This boarding house was destroyed by fire in the late 19th century and by 1882 the Center School had moved,
leaving a large, open space at the southeast comer of the Town Green (MHC 815) {RHS files).

In 1901, the Academy began teaching grammar grades 5 through 9 to relieve the congestion that was occurring in the few
schoolhouses that were left after the abolition of the district system. On January 4, 1905 the town leased the upper story of
the building for school purposes and in exchange the town agreed to maintain the exterior and interior of the building as well
as pay half the cost of the insurance in lieu of rent (MacGregor n.d.:5). That same year, a wood shed from the old Leonard
School lot was brought to the Academy and stands on the lot to the present day. It was shortly after this that the Academy
was closed down for lack of funds, as were most country academies without endowment (Leonard n.d.:625). The building
served as a vestry in the late 19th century and is used today as a convenient place for holding functions such as socials,
suppers, auctions, meetings of various organizations, a Sunday school, choral groups, and debates (RHS files).
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

¥ Individually eligible _! Eligible only ir a historic district

¥! Contributing to a potential historic district ._i Potential historic district
Criteria: VA 1JB vC D

Criteria Considerations: JA B QOC Ob OE OF 0OG

Statement of Significance by: M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The Rochester Academy is locally significant as a fine and well-preserved example of the Greek Revival style
and as the first educational facility to be erected at Rochester Center. The Rochester Academy opened under the
direction of many leading citizens of the town and served as the most important educational center in town for
many years. The Rochester Academy possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association and meets criteria A and C of the NRHP in the areas of education and architecture. The
property is a contributing element to a potential Rochester Center Historic District. Additional historical
research will be required to complete the nomination.
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ROCHESTER ACADEMY
ROCHESTER, MASS.

Rochester Academy opened its doors to students on the first Monday in
May , 1839, having been founded at the urging of Rev. Jonathan Bigelow,
Pastor of the First Congregational Church, “to be devoted exclusively to
purposes of education.”

This noted and highly accredited institution gave instruction in “all
English studies, Latin, Greek and French languages” and great attention
was paid to the “moral conduct, general deportment and intellectual
improvement of its scholars.” Many graduates became doctors, lawyers,
teachers, ministers and judges , living beneficial lives in their own
communities.

The Academy declined in the early 1860’s due to shortage of funds and the
proliferation of academies being built in this area. The original building
included a Vestry area which has been used for church purposes since its
beginning. In 1865/66 oider students from the then called Rochester
Centre School attended the Academy. In 1905, the Town of Rochester
formed an agreement with the church regarding repairs and insurance,
permitting the use of the two upper rooms for classrooms, a use continued
untit 1941. These two large second floor rooms , converted to seven
rooms and modernized by Old Colony Vocational Students, have become the
pastor’s study, church office and religious education rooms.

The handsome Academy Building stands today, strong, firm and fully
utilized, a tribute to it’s auspicious beginning.

NOTE: A more complete history available in Church Office.



OLD ROCHESTER ACADEMY
ROCHESTER, MASS.

The work of building the Rochester Academy started in 1838. For
about two years previous the Rev. Jonathan Bigelow, pastor of First
Congregational Church, George Bonney and others felt the need of a school
of higher education. They arranged for the creation of the building which
was completed in May I839. The building then was opened to the pupils.

The prospectus issued at this time may be of interest and a copy
follows:

“The trustees of Rochester Academy respectfully inform the public
that a new building on the most approved plan has been erected in
Rochester Center and will be opened on the first Monday of May next for
the reception of pupils. Andrew Bigelow, late graduate of Amherst
College, has been engaged as principal of the institution. He is now and
has been for some time preceptor of Franklin Academy and is an approved
and popular teacher. The services of a well qualified lady are secured to
take charge of the female department.”

The locality of this institution for heaith and morality is not
surpassed by any in New England. The trustees confidently assure the
Public that a thorough course of instruction will be given in this school in
all English studies, Latin, Greek and French languages. Term of tuition,
Common English branches, $4.; Higher English $4.50; Languages $5. Good
board in private families may be obtained from $1.75 to $2. Per week.
Great attention will be paid to the moral conduct, generai deportment and
intellectual improvement of scholars sent to this school. Parents and
guardians wishing to send children to the Academy , are requested to give
notice of their intention to George Bonney of Rochester, or either of the
trustees; George Bonney, James Haskell, Joseph Haskeli, Martin Ryder,
John C. Haskel!, Joseph W. Church, Robert C. Randeil, Samuel Lombard,
Charles C. Holmes

Rochester, March 22, 1839 “

Scholars from surrounding towns entered the Academy on the opening
day with Andrew Bigelow A.B. And his assistants as teachers. The Rev,
Henry M. Dexter, whose ancestors were early settlers of the town, was the
second teacher.



The most prosperous year of the Academy was in the year 1855-6, when
Charles Park Rugg, a graduate of Amherst College, was the teacher. He
was later Superintendent of Schools in New Bedford. After Mr. Rugg left
town, the Academy started to decline for lack of funds and academies
were being built in other localities. Thus the building was unoccupied
except to be used as vestry for church purposes.

Many eminent lawyers, doctors, teachers, ministers and judges were
graduated from the school and have lived useful lives in other
communities. A large boarding house, situated on the opposite side of the
road from the Academy, was kept by Robert C. Randall for the benefit of
out of town students. This burned down many years ago.

((THE ABOVE IS A RE-TYPED COPY OF A HISTORY FOUND IN CHURCH FILES, A
COPY TYPED FROM AN ARTICLE PRINTED IN NEW BEDFORD PAPER IN 1938 or
39.)
A copy of the act of corporation follows:
“Commonwealth of Massachusetts -- in the year one thousand eight
hundred and thirty seven An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the
Rochester Academy. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same as follows: Charles J. Holmes, Joseph Haskell, and George Bonney
their associates and successors, are hereby made a Corporation by the
name of the ‘Proprietors of the Rochester Academy’ to be established in
the town of Rochester in the County of Piymouth, with all the powers and
privileges, and subject to all the restrictions and liabilities, set forth in
the 44th Chapter of the Revised Statues, with power to hold real and
personal estate to an amount not exceeding $20,000, to be devoted
exclusively to purposes of education.
House of Representatives
April 3rd, 1837
Passed to be enacted
Julius Rockwell, Speaker
April 5, 1837  In Senate Aprii 4th, 1837
Approved Passed to be enacted
Edward Everett
Horace Mann, President
0 true copy, attest . John P. Bigelow, Sec. Of the Court”
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Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Rochester Center

Address 11 Constitution Wav

Historic Name _First Congregational Church

Uses: Present church

Original church

Date of Construction 1837

Sourece Anonvmous 1936

Style/Form Gothic Revival

Architect/Builder Solomon K. Eaton

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim c¢lapboard

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

renovated (1879 rear addition with hyphen {1993)

sec attached map

Conditien_good

Moved X  no yes Date

Acreage 19.53 acres

Recorded by M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting _situated west of the town green and accessed by a
wooded: gravel lot with small shrubs ta the west

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Comntission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

TheFirst Congregational Church at 11 Constitution Way is one of Rochester’s most distinctive historic buildings. Occupying
a prominent place on the Town Green (MHC 815), it is an excellent example of the Gothic Revival style as it was applied
to small-town churches in New England during the mid-late 19th century. This 1'-story building has a rectangular plan,
consisting of a main block with a front-facing gable roof and a rectangular bell tower. The main block has a symmetrical,
three-bay facade (east elevation) and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and consists of
a paired, wood door set within a wide arch surround. Fenestration consists of fixed, multi-light windows in lancet arch
openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system is timber frame on a granite foundation. The exterior walls
are clad with clapboard and the roof'is covered with asphalt shingles. A brick chimney rises from the roof on the north slope.
Other notable exterior features include quatrefoil windows on the bell tower as well as pointed finials and corner posts with
recessed panels. A l-story, end-gable addition (1993) is attached to the rear (east) elevation of the main block by a 1-story
hyphen. The hyphen contains an open porch on its north elevation supported by simple posts with turned rails and accessed
by a wood ramp. The property is in good condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rochester Center has served as the civic center of the town since the late 17th century, when its first meetinghouse (not
extant) was built. The arca was established as the town center in 1697 by the first constables of Rochester, who chose a
wooded lot north of the present-day First Congregational Church (MHC 3, 1837) and set it apart for the town. Originally
named "the Ministry" woods, the area initially included a burying ground and training field. Several menths after it was laid
out, a location for the meeting house was chosen. The construction of the first Rochester Meeting House in 1699 led to the
development of several local highways which helped to solidify and establish the town center in the 18th century. Town life
centered around Rochester Center with the development of the town green and the erection of such buildings as First
Congregational Church (MHC 3, 1837), Academy School (MHC 2, 1838). and Town Hall. During the 20th century other
civic buildings erected there were the Plumb Corner Mall and Plumb Memorial Library.

Rochester's First Congregational Church is the oldest extant building still standing on the Town Green (MHC 815) in
Rochester Center and is the fourth house of worship to occupy the site. The town’s first meeting house, built circa 1699,
stood within the limits of the First Parish Cemetery (MHC 800) which was laid out at the same time. This first meeting
house, according to town records, was "24 by 26 feet and 10 feet between joints, with a gable on each side and a pulpit and
flours [sic] and girts for three gallerys, with three seats a pew." The builder was Peter Blackmer and the building committee
included Samuel Prince and Mark Haskell (Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:72-73). Shortly after this, the First
Church of Rochester was organized at Rochester Center on October 13, 1703. By 1709 the church had 35 members including
Jacob Bumpus, Thomas Dexter, Samucl Winslow, Thomas Perry, Mary Haskell, Mercy Winslow, and Sarah Dexter
(Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:73-74),

In 1714 the meetinghouse was voted too small to accommodate the congregation and by 1717 the second meeting house had
been built. This building, almost twice as large as the first, was "40 feet by 35 feet and 20 feet between joints" (Committee
of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:75). A third meetinghouse was constructed in 1760, again in response to a need for a larger
structure. This third meetinghouse burned sometime in the early 19th century and was replaced by the present-day building
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in 1837.

The present First Congregational Church belongs to the town of Rochester and was built in September 1837 to the designs
of Solomon K. Eaton ("Rochester Prepares to Celebrate 250th Anniversary" 1936:no page). Eaton was well-known for his
ecclesiastical structures, as evident in the many churches he designed, including the North Rochester Congregational Church
on North Avenue (MHC 24, 1841) and several in nearby Mattapoisett, Bridgewater, and New Bedford (Maker's Index).
Between 1837 and 1845, four other new churches were formed out of the First Congregational Church. These sister churches,
that stand in Mattapoisett, Wareham, North Rochester, and Marion, were also designed by Eaton, who was hired as architect
and builder to erect the churches in the same style as the one at Rochester Center (Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett
1907:90).

The church has had several additions and alterations funded and donated through the generosity of local residents. The bell
was purchased for the church in 1850 by the Ladies Sewing Circle and the pipe organ was purchased in 1866. The church
was closed for several months in 1879 and renovated to its current Gothic Revival appearance through donations from Mrs.
E.G. Leonard, who also donated funds for additions to the Town Hall (MHC 1, 1892). By September 1902 the church was
incorporated under the name "The First Congregational Church of Rochester, Massachusetts.” In 1907 the organ was
removed from the gallery 1o the right of the pulpit (First Congregational Church 1909:3-9). More recently, a large rear
addition was constructed in 1993 to be used for meetings and other town functions.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

! Individually eligible L] Eligible only in a historic district

! Contributing to a potential historic district [ | Potential historic district
Criteria: A B WC |1ID

Criteria Considerations: vA IB [IC LID [JE [JF [1G

Statement of Significance by: M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The First Congregational Church is locally significant as one of Rochester's most distinctive historic buildings
and as an excellent example of the Gothic Revival style. This church is the oldest extant building on the Town
Green in Rochester Center and is the fourth house of worship to occupy the site. The First Congregational
Church possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and
meets criterion C and criteria consideration A of the NRHP in the area of architecture. The property is a
contributing element to a potential Rochester Center Historic District. Additional historical research will be
required to complete the nomination.



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHORCYH OF RCCHESTER

Ministers who served:

1703-1709
1710-1768
1768-1792
1792-1798
1799-1827
1827-1849
1820-1858
1859-1861
1861-1868
1868-1870
1871-1873
1873-1878
1878-1888
1888-1891
1891-1893
1893-1895
1895-13896
1896-1897
1898-1900
1900-1902
1904-1914
1914-1934

19341944
19443945
1%947-1951
1951-1952
1852-1954
1954-1956
1956-1959
1959-1962

1562-1966
1966-1974
1974-1976
1976-1985
1985-1996

Rev. Sanuel Arncld

L ]

Timothy Ruggles
Jonathan Moore

Candidates & Supplies
Rev. Oliver Cobb

Janathan Bigelow
Eli W. Harrington

Sumer Clarke
Edwin Lecnard
J. Wilson Ward
Nelscn Clarke

Candidates & Supplies
Rev. William R. Joyslin

Joim L. Evans

Nelson M. Bailey
Joseph Wheelwright

Frederick Alvord

George B. Shanor

Jolm H. Quint

Truman D. Childs

Henry A. Stevens

Ministers were shared

with each church pay
Rev. Wilfred Hamil

Rev. J. Arthur Martin
Rev. John L. Findlay -
Rev. Melville Mansfield Nyman

Paul Harris
Lewis W. Hastings

ing a share. Same of the ministers were:
ton, P. C. Baker, Elict Studly and Clayton Smali.

(student-later graduated and ordained. )

Rev. Raiph Hocuston

Ward Arthur Rnights
Vernon Lee Phillips

Margarite A. Hill (student)
Interim Rev. Bumm
Rev. Arthur R.

Edward F. White

Interim Rev. Joseph Reeves and Supplies

Rev. William Penn Fillebrown

™

George Taylor

{student-ordained here}



Interesting excerpts from various sources-

Abcut Rev. Oliver Cobb. "Twe churches, Rehctoth and Rochester,
desired his services and he asked the advice of an [ndian as to
which he should aczept. The Indian, fankee-like, reclied with a
question. 'What are ¥ou going to preach for?: And added, 'If you
are going to preach for meney go where the most money is:  if you
are going to preach for souls 40 where the most devil is. And
he came to Rochester. {(From Mattapoisett and 0ld Rcchester)

Church Records, Mar. 1737 "Whereas the brethren of the 1st Church
of Chirist in Rochestar have manifested their Dislike at the practices
of persons who sel? streng Drink with cut License and are desirious
EO put a stop {as far as in them lieth} to such a oractice, Deacon
Royer Haskell, Mr. Ichabod RKing and Mr. Isaac Holmes tD go tc such
persons and duly admonish them for such practice and signiiv our
desire that they cease and 1f nct that they will endeavor to bring
them to punishment by the Law." voted in the affirmative.

Church Records, Mar. 1751 "Deacon John Winslow desired to ce dismissed
as Deacon---granted: Desired to be dismissed from this church Lo

Stme one of the neightcur churches and by vote of the church his
Request was Denyd him as unscriptual.”

From 01d Sturbridge Villace letter Lo Church Cleriz, 197

(W

Deacon James Foster - Excommunicated in 1814-1%.
Believed to ke the Same man described inp "Mattapoisett and 0lg
Rochester" --."early in the nineteenth century Dr. James Foster

Was a prominent physician near Rochester Center, byt beccming

depressed on account Of financial troubles he finallv took his
v life.®
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*Yattapolsetlf and TIiId Heer, !
Source Memolrs,L.C.EBumphrey
Church Records
le Christopher Wren

Architect Sclcmon K.Eaton ($2,450)

. - . Taf
Exterior wall fabric #oed

Yorn down

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features remarkebhle pyrmidal
crokets at gable and acire

Alteredbell{msound "4") Date 1550
organ 18606

Moved _Date

Lot size:
X

Over one acre

200!

I.ess than one acre

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from streei

L

;

Recorded by Judith J.Gurney_

Organization Historical Comm. ,Fochester

June 12,1973

Date

JUN 301873
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rotternted with Httte guestion ug tao the
historie aecnracy of the statement, that
(.. O]d Firat ehureh nf Rochester w:mi
riminally arganized nt Little Meck in
Murion, ond  at eome later tnelefinite
period was roemoved to Prochesier Cen-
e Brew, Hamuel Arnold in his record |
n Lhe church organization makes no;
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subsequent gepenaent history hecomes’
a fable agreed upon.”

There are nec aclual beginnings In-
e or in history. Every event bears;
relationg 1o other events that'have pra-:
ceded it. So the orgapization of the
First church of Rochester on Roches-]
ter Common o 1703, has important as- ,
sociations with the earller attempt !:o
astablish a -“minisery” at Littie. “Ieck
even though, as we know now, this-ats
temnpt was decomed to” fallure, QLY
earliest house Iotslaid out to'the Roches
Ler proprietors In 1680, miXteen “were i
Mattapoisett and “sixtion -dt Sippican
Neck; and the llttle village formed at
the latter place had the proud disting-

tion of Including among Its  alxtesn
house iots “‘one for the ounister, and
one f{or the minlstrie’

But _the.village did not grow, Mr.. \

|%H1\'Prink who war engaged ™ DY the:
|,‘op'|°m!s m_1683 10 ''preach the word ;
ol god in Sippican,” and who ffon- [

t:nued his preaching at Little Neck 'o"‘
cfour years, left a few monthg after the
"town was incorporated, without hXving
i heen elther ordained or “settled.”” In
11687 Alr. Sarmuel Arnold was definitely
feontracted with an libera) terms of set- '
tlerment as the town's minister, aml,
doubtless besan his preaching atl Lit-
tle Neck., DBut atter a new layout of
lands In 1694 there was a movement ot
settlement at the Centre. Mr. Arnoldy
soogn removed to this lecality, and ufters

the meeting house had peen bullt l
in 1899  the ~willage which grew
up around this  central  poinr \
quick!y brought tngether a sutficient’

~all parts of Rochegter,

ivhose lnducementd

NUORTH ROCHESTER,

Mr. Arneold in 1.0” to orgamize
church so long deslred.  Aithough most
of the original church memberd lived. n
the centrat- village, the church soon
drew into itself the Christan people/of
and in theae
days of united church and towrn life all

| the citizens were taxed, for the chorch

support,

Did 1 say that ‘?\e effort L0 establish
& minlstry at Little Neck was "a fail-
ure*? It was anly so In the sense that
it falled to estabilsh. a permanent ‘and
organized cliurch. Ju was no fault )4

Litile Neck, nor of the town of Roches-:
to offeri

that that louality failed
that would make
the citizens of tha largs and growing
town unite upon this as the place "to
gell amneeting house,”’ and 80 central-
|ze here tor the future the town life.

Eut

ter,

the

the Temporary preaching at L%t-‘

tle Neck xept the religious lnatincis (%) 3

the psople allve: ali the faith and zeal
tnar were exnended ihere had fruition
1 the religlous erftorts that were made
a little later and with vetter hope of
permanency, in the more convenient lo-
cality at Rochester Centre. Into the
church worshipping on  Rochester
firean thae religlous impulses that atart-
ed at “Mlinister's Rock,” and !n the lit-
tle Lemporary house of worship where

Mr. Shiverick und Mr. Arnoid preached,

were gathered, and through the medi-
‘um of a lopg church hiatory - in"thls
central lacality they haye: b:an trans-

mitted to ell the churches -tRAt oeolpy
thf‘ 0id Rochestar territory.

To use the words of ‘Mr. Brickett:
“Thla place of -worship at Lime Neck
is picruresque, with [ts magaive Min-
{ster's rock reund which the .Indlana.
held theit powwows, and close A :hand
the anclent.burlai ground where. sieer
the. early dead.! .The town of Marion,
. to whigh' this luterestlng‘ loeallt W,
bejonge,rightly: vAlueg 4ts :bigt Q:ﬁg.‘n
roetic: asaociationa,. - But theas, agpog
tigne.belong .to-ns-gll, and uhou :L
-ghprished: by -pvery.: atudent v D
Rocheater histowy.- T ..._ -
-0 Bl mrpmsm —

gﬁ’twg:s*u That happenea s tnﬂ'

o~ 4t D‘D!‘rﬂf ontha
ot-October?-Frobably nusdegal ner hﬁ%}
fese erganization.wes ;nade, that’ Yary
‘All -queetions. of church: funds, pt.rrnu
palf 2nd care of the meatlng hause,-ol;
snlary ar-even- of, the,chofde of. u. mfn-l
ister in those-days. werg in the hands of |
the town, and thege acts may be read|
.on the pages of {the town book. but.. not
In the records of the church. What
really heppened that day so-far as WE|

know, was, that.seven Christian-men!
of -the - town, following- T. Arnold‘s«
lead, affixed thelr stgnaturea 10 thel

enlemn covenant which Mr. arnoid kad-
written. The names ol these slgnprs 01’
the covenunt are of interest:

Samue! Arnoid, Abraham Hoimea,
i Samuel Hammond. Isuae Holmes, Ja-
| vob  Bumpus, John Bensen, Thomas

Trexter, Anthony Coames. ;

4 The frst of -these slgners, Abraham
-Holmes, becamae alio the first deacon pt
the new church. He and bts brother

‘Irsaac Holmes -lived beside. "z ljttle

pond.”’ now knpown as Sneow's pond. Sev-

erpl generations Jater another Abrahain

! Holmes, the grandfather of Mr, Charles’
.J. Holmes, was a young lawyer Uving:
| at Rochester Centre, and- the- leading:
spirit In stirring up revolutiongry en=.

' thuslasm -among the cltlzena. Samuel
Hammond, the second signer, was nne
of the original proprietors who drew hiz
house Jot,at Maltapolsett. Among the
: MWareham ckurch members who with-

,/V

« AR R AR

drew in 173% there were twelve persop
LBy the name. .ot Bumpus. Probabl
Jacoh Bumpig, the fourth aigner, Uve
lin that section of the town. . Thoms
Trexter and probably John Renson ha
Homes at the Centre, while Anthon
Qoomes. lived beside the ‘'mill'’. a
I“Leonards pongd,” on land  that wa
fglven him on conditlon that he woul
?

dg the work of a smith in that loeaht
tor a-certain number of vears.

<At his death in 1708 Minister Arnol
Jeft a:.liat of. 35 rmembers of the Pirs
achumﬁ of Rochester at that date:
e Mﬂﬂ??"’ Sarmuel -Arnold, unworth
f}:aatpz:, Abrah Holmes {deacon|
LSamuel Ha.mmon ,. Isaac Holmes, Je
leap- ”Eumpuu “John Eenson, Thema

"Dexter Anthrny Goomes Isaac Spo'm
er, Ben InJexter,Samuel- Winsiow
Sarnygl h;_Le‘ T‘;gma.a Perry, Ebene
zer SNbERET;. ofd; Wy Ex
perle‘hce Holmes, Iohrp ammondl1i-

- Fegpafes--Eflzineth ;. Amold, - Mrs
Mary-Hammond, :Mps:. Sarah~ Lu-rmlt]

N Mary (Hagkel” . Anrmg Folmes, ' =&l
Spooner, : Sarah - Rympps, -Elizabe
Bumpus, Abigi. Hoimes,- Lidiah Jov

=1y

-

_ £
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Merey Winslow, Maryév

Hammend. - Jr., Bligabeth. . Arnold,
Sarah Dexter, Mehitabei Clark—18.-~
Truring the pastorate of Mr. Arnold's

guccessor, Rov, Timothy Ruggles, the |

membership o5f the. church rapidly -
creased. This !ncresse went on in all
,of. the five rermanent villages that
were tormed: in Rochester near the be-
ginnirgs of the town nistory. Uoday in
thess - fve villages there are five an-
clent .churches -cf the- Congregational
order, all ndving from one 10 LwWo humn-,
dred years of local ¢hurch iife, yet all
“trgeing Their lilstory back directly into
that of old First church thaf was or-
ganized in 1703. But it was oy varled
methods as w21l as at varied fimes that
“the four villages autsid2 af the centre
came At 1last wo have Lhelr own distinct
local chureh interests and church 1fe.
''A brief history. of thesq changes may
not be without interest.

iiern parts of the tosyrr than in eithey
.the noTtherm or so00Ehesns! ¥n-tha odr @
| part gfi'the.decade ofsthe 1820 s ithe seat-
| ing capacity of theitetbe meeting house
iwas crowded to thes utrsost, and per-

mission waal granted’ to-Tvarious per-.

sons to build “decemtly-and on thelr
own cost' gews upon the beams over
| the gallertes,—a kind of second balceny
Larrangement,

©gut relief soon came. In 171 thirty-
| one membirs with ‘their familieg with-
Cdrew to ferm oochurch in AMattapolsett
ar.the seconc precinct: and in 1731

ﬁl;n‘te_ndge. Ruth |
Perry;. . Mary Hamz‘aﬂﬂg. .Sr. Mar}'wl

;precinct for® fifteen years -after - the
|-withdrawal of the Wareham members,

| and Its membera formikd themaelves in-
ito the third church,cym;h, still. stands
[x}

“"The inctrease in IEMEBership ontalde. | dor, tnough st one time its continuance
ot the Cplmral villagm 8FInt on at ﬂtstq
' more rapidly in the es®iprn and west-i

{thirty-three Inere. were disimisged to,
rorm & church in the new town ot"
Wareham. Although these two churches:
lave such a long bistory in their own
local territories, it '8 -not to be forgot

"ten that their members during a whola

generatlon formied An integral part of!
the first crurch of Rochester. -The very |
faet. that at so early - a date they were
strong ehough to form their own loca!
chuvches shows how lerge a part they
had .played in the history of the firat]
church during the first thirty or forty
years., - e 1

he middie tier of- Rochester villages,
worth Rochester, The: Céntre and Bip-
plean, atill bheld togetker: as’ the first

. Bt in 1763 Norin Rachester was formed

into the third precinct of Rochaster,

a3 a church of the ngregational or-

in the- Congregational ,:a.‘,nks _seemed
dounttul, We read ;.nit(ﬁv records of

the fArst pareiddhat jn 1%l e commit-

tee was appointed to 4 ar over to

| the parishloners of e third prectinct |
| their fuil proportion--of = the minkstry |
| lands, “whether they tontinue Congre- |
igatlunausta, or whether they are Bap-

tists or Friends.'
After the withdrawal of the North,

i Rocheater parish in 1753 the church !

members of Slppican and Rochester |
Cenire had still before them another !
nalf century of united church life, and"
when the geparaiion finaily came, it
wag made by such gradual stages that

T
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TUT CONGLESATIYNAL CHIURCH AT WATCAPOINELIT.

-2 wnole generatfon had beén born and
nad come Yo maturity betfore the pro-
cest wans completed; o that the peopls
af neither -parish seem fully to. have
realired whet was really taking place.
The proposal for division was due Al
Arst to the dlssensions that arose about
1792 in relation to Rev, Mr. Moore, the
vhird pastor of the Firat ¢hurch.
aoore seens to have had no friends in
8ipplean, though he stlli hag strong ad-

erents as well as opponents af Rochés-

. About 1794 meetings pegan to be heid
I,ln Qipplearn; and 2 movemént: 1o” hulld’
e meeting hoyse wWasa gt;_r.tedp"_thoyg_h
| the building was not complated untl
1799, . .In’ 1796, ns We.lears Irom the

’Tter'Cemre. where -be resided.

‘old Pirat ' Parish  Book: "The. First
| Precinet yoted t¢ chuse an-agegt o £0

&ich a churclr alvislon, 4nd T
“from further actions passed abou

time (hat separate church estf

.ment was then _anticipated

provable anal! result.
_But there Wa3 still o deaire, ¥
‘parishes probably. Lo retaim the

iullon which nad -caontinued  8[

Probably also, after the time of
sion through which Lhe churzl
taen passing each parish wished

. gf the ather in meeting the X

cagpport for & minister, which
"“Yave been aspesially hard up

Lpth or smaller precinct. {
.3%4, thie First Precinct accepted
“portof 4. cominitieé appointed
ter’ with' the commmittee of the
! Precinct on the subject of seti

{-pastor_,'lpt_}.thé,- liat church Bevw.

"to'the, Gggefu ‘Court, jhere to give the :fop-%fgr{?n%Lﬁ 1@5&%&% bee'zr}}‘n';n
o Reasons .woy 'lhe Petitlon of,, Tisdall cenye: iberCommitices of 1
i lWLn.Blow and othera -in whigh ~they’ \pariabes bave ngreed that the s
FPray to he’ irggor.pnra‘ted,mto\afﬁgllg—. W-C‘Bbb Sbail presch in Hach prer
| 'lous Soctety By themselves hould not! ' SRbortion to the money whic
! i be granted, and made cholce. ot Mejprd Precinct- sHallt annually nay"w
! ' Elleha Ruggies for the above purpose.”
t
|

The formeation of the new precinct ;?rills“bl:in;rl:j}rl:]a;dt?: :ﬁ]lyd ;;‘;(l

I jwasa Lthugidde]ayed tor a-d'dm} eﬁ%};’; ! Preaching in their meeting hou
i mntter not rest, an 193, h .
' hhe Firat_pPrecinet voled: ‘me in- t%r‘\gic%u?ré;r izﬁl?eagiﬁa?ll_\; mgle‘
Imabitants. of sd. Precinct -are willing [and Sergfy to.iheifirst Precins
| :that the Persans living within the fol- time In the manth of - April an

P ! . Ulowlng limmits be incorporated into a Fauch mtormation shall e made
I . |-eeparate Congregational soclety,” and \eaid firel Precinct sd. {th Precir

© i proceeded 10 MAark cut_the bounds. of Imave but one QUATIST part
' ‘the Fourth Precinct. Although no new " Prea¢ning and shall advance on
! church was then formed &t ‘Slpplean, fier pArC of said aaiiary-———
& {yet this. formation .of & new- corporate Y any Ume when the satd 4th )
i : | Teliglous, society with its fnapcial and 'ahall chuse To be desoived frc
| _ wuziness. [inteTEELE henceforih..distinety  “grat  Precinet in Supportin

“from those of the First Parish, wes a. Preacher and wlill take the who

CONGUEGATIONAL CHUDNCH AT WAREHAM. laTge (possibly the ‘xargest)"atep towand - ‘ter of SUPPOTLNE him o_n'thcmSe'



ke Permenent Provislon th'ere-.]
2 Flrsi Precinct will Relingqulah,
JAdghty to lim.” !
11, 17%%,the last part of this econ«.
+a3 moedited as follows: “And-
irther -underatood, that It either
. contractingsparties shall wish:
igconnectedzwith the other, then

reclnot wishing to  be  dig-|
ed as aforesaid shall be obligat-

obilged to take Mr. Cobb for

mcher and;ashall provide for the

t of his llery and the pas-.

.ations betwixt duld precinct and

nister shall after that time be

red on the same foocling as

no speclal contract had been!
ete. It wad ajso voted to ‘‘glve

*ilege My. Cobb requested in his

er of preaching the same ger-
n the firet précinct which have
~eviously Delivered in the fourth,
on the Contrery when occasion
muire it :
ad of !iving at the Centre as the
arlier pastors of the Firat church
ne, Mr. Cobh, who had begun hig.
ing in the {th Parish, took up his
ce on the roed connecting the
risheg, but within the lUmits of
irth precinet. Feb. 8,. 1798, Mr.:
‘as ordained, and with thiy event;
st church of Rochester entered.
L new period of harmony and|
{ty. Under Mr. Cobb's earnest!
ations many new members were!
d In both parishes, and for o
*of a century this parthership ofi
2 precincts with one church roll
e minlater seems 1o have worked
fully. !
her important step in the pro-
separation was taken March 23,
The First church of Rochester

Fhat there ba three communions
'y at the Lord's table attended
Harbour meeting house,

"hat John Clapp be an agent to
: gacramentai Vegsels,

“hat 2 Dezcons be chesen in the
Preeinet.

3v hallot chose James Clark and
v Hiller deacons.'”

this separation of the church!
wwes o the two precincts, there
tle ieft to call for reorganlza-
en the time for nominal separva-
last zrrived. But as the church
Tger and the minister grew older
13 able to bear the increasing
i, the thne grew fAnally ripe ror
aration which must surely come.
naturally to be expected that
st and larger preclnet, which had:
the least advantage from the
¢d plan, and felt able to assume:"
yport of o minister, should he
t to grow tired of the existing
‘ment and begtn to wish for the
=rvices of 2 minister, who should
vithin their own borders, as was
2 du;lng the first cenfury of the
5 exXistence.

ass on to Jan, 23, 1826, when the
arish of Rouchester voted to ao-
¢ report of-a committee as fcl--
*"I'ne vommittee appointed to
r the expedlency of dissalving
rectlon with the fourth parish
Sl another mintare= hava ;r.

' tended that duty and ask leave to make

'ing conditions: viz; the-brangh-oly

the following report: .- -
"Though notitled of the proceedinga of
this parish the fourth parish have ap-
pointed no commitiee to confer with us
on these subjects. " P
- “From -conferring with the etanding
committee of that parish-we learn that|"
they are deslrous that the oonnectlon
should remein as {t at present  e¢xista.
They expressed an Individual willlng-
ness to lake and aupport.the Rav., Mr.
Cobb {f that could be done, but Lhey
were unwilling to commit, or appear to*®
commit, the parish on that subject.
"'A3 to the expedlency of digsolving the
coennection with the fourth parish and’
settling another minister, the commit~
tee beg leave to be excused from offer-
ing an oypinlon. '
"Asp we could not satisfy ocurselves that
the other precinct would bgar half the
cexpense of the gettlement and -support
of another miinister, If this assurance;
could be obtaincd we should think' {t|
expedient to, settle another : minister
without dissalving the comnection.” . - |
The !ater steng In this church'separa-:
tlon T have taken as they are set down
in Minlster Cobb's own handwriting In
the chureh record book, as folloswws: i
March, 1827. The church votedi To
glve Rev, Jonathan Blgelow an:lnvita-!

- tion to beidrme an gssoclate’ pastop of

the first church ‘in Rochéster,--antd'"a
committee was chégen to communthate
zald vote to the first parish for their’
coneurrence and  that Mr, Blgelow
shoutd be.the minister of said-parish.
June 11, 1827. "The church regularly
notified and convened at theg meeling
hodse In the fourth parish fo"take fnio
consideration the advice of an ecclesi-
astienl councit convened by, the church.
for the purpose ot Installing Rev. Joha-
than Bilgelow an associate with -eur
present .pastor, R
“The advice glven by the gounci] Kas
in reply to two-questions fraposedsiby,
the committea of the chureHjiviz.i? 1.
Is It expedlent that fhis"chy¥th beldl-
vided? 2. If 80, In whit manrer? The
council voted unanimously thatit is g
pedient that the church be ided, 7
. Voted -~ unanimously JMhat the.
branches of the church of;which the
Rev. Qliver Cohb  is ” pasfori‘be " ie-
knowledged " and hereaftar ;reco.
as two distipct_churches \on%

church of which:he ‘has beefi Pa}
and to which’ hls, pastoralfralatiod
continued be cailed the Sonth'chu)
in Rocheste?, " and  that the~ :
hook of Records be.left in _tiis
the Centre churck, they Tu
entire copy of the xame tdid
chureh,'” - T T Y
The church -having vote
the advice of “tha” éounclog
Bigelow - having béen dulpH
the chureh divided:its 118t LTS
and the-two c¢hurches we
separate ways. . During’
pastorate the Firat chureh &
had grown to 140 members

{ and the remaining 57 the Sqitie

83 now const{futed_the . Ceptrsh

To gquote agaln’ from ~Mr. Bridaagt
“When, by the advice of ‘caidcilRhe
separation took place, there ‘was no

AhAarma A F AnTAMien Fiarm G fha @demiaa—
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church, no change of memWership, mo
change of house of worship, no.change
of pastors. .Everything - went ‘on - “he
gama am -before, -with the exceptiomyaf
holding worship-every. Sunday -instead.
ot every other ~Sunday.'. Thes mEne:
staterment also 'apples to:the rchiat
Rochester . Centte, -except  {hEL-they

lnow had & -new pagLor; ‘and oneswbo

llved within-thelr .own borders. 48 Gad
been -the cagse during the ﬂ;*at-_—&mnﬂ?xed.
years of the qﬁurqh‘_a_ tory,
OWe Tore. and the ¢ SR the
separation of the two parishes, |g.thus.
set down'in the -records of the FlEat]
partsh: - Dec. 6,.1827.. The commlite _!{‘
the fivat and fourth Parighes of Rochie-:
tar appointed to- adjust the. mattfrs
that nave  been In difference “belwsen
themn, havesattennded that service nd
report that they have conferred’ to-
gether §iT relatlen “to the same, -and
for the purpese- of perpafuating’ the
harmony. dnd Kindness that have sub-
sisted from the séparation of the fourth|
from the firast Parish, spd pelng uncer-;
taln whethey elfther have.a. -just’ de-!
malit on the othet except as it regards;
the fund, they mecommend. to the sajd|
parishes to reliegulsh sl clalme and!
demands whicn either may euppose it/
may- have ofn the other,” and that the;
first ‘parish rellnquish to the fourth one
half the fund the two parishes_own-in‘-
commngn. . .
Jehn Clapi,

George B, Nye,

John Colemun,

Com. of lourith TFarish.’

.
Falll

x‘ Isaac Thompsen,
i Charles J. Holmes,
| Seth Hawskell,
von, of drst Parish,

Lvery one who has murh experiencei
in e knows (Hat every oreak-up’ of]
interests that huve been long - unitedj
has painful elements. -Yar s#eparations:
must ggme, and:bw couragedus)y jaced.
We think these tecords show That the:
men who effected these- ;neckssary;
changes ol churgh and parish ilfe were:
men of bread $ympathies fand © con-:
ciliatory minda, and’that thére were asj
few .elements” of gmaundergtanding as'
“nre usually to bejexpghted!when such,
"weighty interests- arg- {nyolved. Yet,
the degislen ol thecouncil fwan- [“'p.‘“’,}
2 compromise, ang A8 18.u I inneom,
promises . the 'res werefiot emtirely.

sallsfactoty ;0 either pagtys~"In the

Centre- church &" commliitee / was. ap-
pointed fo copy the church records for
the Bouth c¢hursh. The chajrman of
thisr :commiftee "wak ‘Deacon  Imaac
Thompson, “who dléd-in-"Mageh, 1836
The second -book "of “cAurch crecards,
covering’ the*twentyvalne yeary -of Mr.
Cohb'y pasterate,-was now copted. in
the. hand-wrltlhg, we! Yelleve,” of Dea-
con TrHompson' himaelt. - This was af
itself . arlarge ‘undertaking, fok. Mr.
Cobb's tecords were very full, agd the.
penmanghip, though acholeriy® was
minute. It was alag a labor of lovg;: far
the, chureh trad made no appropristion
to pay for' thia service. Buti-thegan-
cient ‘book of records, covering:lhe
first.century of the churgh hlstory, was
net copled. It 18 manifestly imposaible
that Deacon Thompson, with a laTge
1A denendent DGR kim snd many

"Susiness cares, could have undertaken
. this ‘work gratultously, nor is it likeiy
‘that, If -undertaken,. he ' could have
"accomplished it duiing the - short re-;
'mainder of his life. Nor da we be]leves
"that at that age apny one could have;
had  the  courage -to.-undertake thal
copying of» these - closely” written and)
tadediinsgriptions; The book rerpalned.
virn. the hands of Mr. Cobb, “~whosa:
]scnolarly mind recognized its hisforice
"irrportance,. and doubtless treagured It°
! more carefuily than any one else would
‘have done, in spite ‘of the fact tha(
it had all been written by the three
pastors who veaided on the territory of.
Rochester Centre, where et Was 0o
longer pastor. In 1900 the church at
Rochester borrowed the book from the’
Marlon church, and raising funds. by |
subsecription had a copy of the book
made for their own use.. - -

For some years the distlnction of;
Centre and. So¢uth churches was  at-i
tewpted to be made, though not uni-
formiy,. tor when Mr. Bigelow was dls-
missed in 1849 the call fora councll was
given as from the. First church - of.
_Rochester, Three years later, in 185824
ithe town of Marlon was lhcorporated,:
irand tha churches bhecame natuvaliy:
| known, in general, simply ag-the Con--
"gregational churches of Iochester and-
' Marion.
| Iut it {8 not strange that Rev. Oliver
] Tobb..who.in-early malhood began his'
. pastorate in. the First churcl, after a
I period of dissension and discourage-
ment, and had sesn the work grow to
larga proportions under his hands, could
rat eastly aceept the idez that his long
and honorable pasturate in a church
‘of anclent herttage was now exchanged
cfor une without these old associations.
" Bverything seem=d o be going on-.as.
" uafore, except that he now preached
weekly in one pulpit inatead "of aite
nately in two, It was hig love for the
church of God, and .for the Firat church-
of Rochester, where the best strength
ot his manhoad had been expended,
that ted him to dwell, morbidiy per-
j hars, upon the story of its past; and
 knowing that the beginmngs of re-
ligious effort I the old town had been:
| made within the limits of the precinct
s where the work of his declining years,
cwwaa continued, one can undersiand howi
it happened that (to use the words that,
weare gnce g4ld 1o me by an aged citi-
mn of Marion), “Sippican.used o be|
the. fourth precinct, but afterwarda)
while Dr. Cobb was here, it became the
First precinct.” Doubtless Dr. Cobh.
fully beileved, as others have aince be-
lieved (partly, perhaps, because, of Dr.
{ohb'a  writings), | that tke. ahciant:
church was really. organized at:Edttla
Neck: but he forgol- (88 wus .perhaps
not unhatural under the clrcumatAnces),
that even i this were true, the “Apog-
toiic Sueeession’ of its influence could
not have descended to the. Marion
~ht.reh ‘except through one hundred "in-
rermedlary years of church history at
Rochester Centre. -

No one can rtead the writings that
AMr. Cebb has !éft behinhd him without
rercgnizing how earnest and devoted
w38 1he man. how sincere and 3UCCEsSE-
Cful w's ‘abers for tne chuerch, He 1id
zood service for the Ihurch 1 Roches-



~

e et arm et tas === erca

. Fight te engage the entire service of a
I}?aagstor whogs?.ould-reslde within their
awn borders, Bui when the church at

: Rochester Centre bullt its preseat meet-
ing house,. i 1827, Dr. Cobb was aslked
to preach. the 1ast sermon in the old

3 i i iled
meeting house before it wad pulled,
down.. After the dealh of Dr. Cobb at-)

fectionate tributes of praise were

ishi t Ruech-1
spuken by his old parishioners at Recsi-t
lestar, Centre,” and todsy the few who |
\zgm resnernber him speak [is name in:

ferms of honor and goed will, So Rew.

Oliver Cobb.holds an honoyed place in-
history as the fourth pestor of the Flrst.
church of Rochester, Yet we think, nf-:
fer all, that nis highest claim to public.
remembrance comes through the fact
that it was under his ministration that

the 1ocal church life at Marion was pe-

gui, growing ateadily and unconscious-

\y¥ 23 an integral part of the First
i ehurch, until having become “of full

i age’ it.wag ready 0-go on. witheut,

revolution or cutward change, in. its
own independent church life: --* Abgve

the Marion pulpit may be:seenyioday
two marble [ablets that commemorate!

the long pastoral services of Tirs. Qliver!
and Leander Cobb, . father and =on,|
i whose combined pastoratez in tha Mar- |

{len church cover nearly three frmrths[

of 4 century. ,

But if the joss of the name of “}‘irstl
church' te the one over whick he min-;
istered was not pleasing te Mr.  Cobb, |
no more was it acceptable ‘o the chureh |

at Rochester Centre, and afier the!
death of My. Cobb it became still hard- |

er to tolerate from others the denial of
the right <o use the name. On the rece-
ords of thls church one may read o-
day th2 following preamble und resciu-
tiona:

“Dec. 31, 1881, Whereas, the right of
thia chureh to be deslgnated as ‘the
First Cangregaticnalehurchin Rochester’
has bern called in guestion at various
times within the last few years by In-
dividuals who do not reside withln the
imitg of this town, and who have no
ecclesiastical authority over us nor
church membership with us, it hasg
seemed expedlent to us to take such uc-
ténn_gt thig time as shail hereafter and

OreVET Drevent dil interference and re:;

mave the ground of all such ‘disputes as
sininlater sirife rather than*Godly” edi.
ryinﬁg". Thereforest - Co .

“Resolved:  First, that thi
was  originally “incorporated sa;‘}‘y'l’ll:g};
Flr.?t Congregational church of Roches-.
fter,! and by no vote or voluntary action
rof- thlls church have we ever vitiated
|our right to this designation—that it tg
four nnly legal rame and the only name
by ¥hich we wish to be designated by
011]}‘011_3!;{ cl}urchss‘

24d, esolved, that the title of th
.'Centraiichurch in Rochester,' by whie}::
Wwe have’ zametimes, allowed oUrseives
to ber designated wag Jnever our legal.
name—that it was nevar acceptable to
the memrhers of this chubeh and that it
Was ' Ohuy temmporarily endured 'n con-
sideration. of the peculiar leelings of a
former and beloved pastor now gone to
nig reat, s : :

“3d. Resoived, thatasan Independent
Congregational church wa. uRerly re- |
pudiate any designation which 18 neith-

er aur legal name nor a title af our
Vit o ear A eeiaa

s

i all been"unchanged. -

| Ve meeting houses of the typleal New
' A - [y -

memories of  the:Fathers of this an-
ctent-chureh, and.ever premerving un-
changed and as arprecious legacy tdatg
name which they gavelit. we 'will ermu.-
jate thelr example .in avery good word
and work and strive to carry forward
to it3 comnpleteness thet spirlfual edifice
which they began upoh the true founda-
tion of the apostlés and propheta, Jesny
Christ hlmselt- bajng the chlet” cornar:
stone, TR : S
“5th. "Resolved:;: That. Deecon  Jokn |
H.. Clark be mequested to  prapare a|
hlstorical statement of such-of_ the |
facts referred to -In the foregoing re-J
solves a8 he weszipersonally cognizant |
of, as well as . such.es have come to
his knowladge through credible
sources, and that sugh papers prepared
end signed by hlxg,ge put on %\e:_w[th
the other pabers 6f this chureh. - :
“Voted,' that Brot¥dy George B, Has-:
kell.ba chosenytoXconfer with < Ded. |
Clarl.and to agsiehghim In ths dutles
3saigned to him “5...":?3 last of the fore-
gotng, regulutin T o T g M
. JATRIs werd, ni\?&”

et | Clark. ™~ Deacon .
doh Upbresent. church:
elerk, informs Hat no such papers:
were ever.put By flle with the chureh .
The records ghven.in thiz urticle are
transcribed from the' entries #s origl-
nally made in-'the church Sooks, ARG
rhat of the Firat Parish. It 1a fitting to
add that notwithstanding the vigorous
resoiutions passed In-1861 the church:at
Rochester Centre ‘was not at that time
really  an- incorporated body.  The
chureh that Mr., Arnoid orvganized in
1702 on the village green at Ronnester
wag in truth. ard was named, the
UTrst Church of. Rochester,” and it

.

' has never reorganized or changed !tw
‘:name. But for nearly i{wn zenturies
tthe town and the parish weare the anly

legal corporations. In 1902, however,

,on the ovecasion of reecelving u- legacy
I fr07 the edtate of Mra. Elzabeth Leon-

ard, the iegal steps of incorporation

! were really taken, gsnd the church at

Rochester Centre today »ears the legul
and incorporated Wame of “The First
Congregational Church of Rochester
In Massachusetts.”

But again the mind reverts ta my
original question, and I ask, Iz thiy
then really the ©1d First church ot
Raochester? -Surely if any church has
a right to this dlstinctlon it {g thia
one. ‘All the other churches on_ the soli
of 0Old" Rochebter have &t some' time
made a begininglin agme new locailly
within these~200 yearMw. -Mogt of the
otners have performed some apeclpl
acts of new organizdtion within 1hat
time. Even the Muarton church. though
sensible wf no avt of chureh organiza-
tion, has geseed into a new precinct,
and haa experienced a definite procesa
of parish {acorporation wnd ‘orgaalzas
tion, Bug at Hochester Centre, locglity,
church and parish .opganizativns- huve

Yet, after all, another phase of ‘the
guesation pregsenta iteeif. The old town
of ARocheater; covering three and a half
towns icday, had,.-wlmost at:itg . first
beglnnings, five diatinct villages that
were deemtined tc ke permenent. In
theae five wvillages there stand today

TR e [ P

' near 1he same site, succesmve generu-l
'fions have worshiped, of those whose!
fathers have liveg and died upon thisi
. 8Ol for 200 years. The first settlers !n
| thesc villages whre~a reilglous pedpie,
and the religious:nfifences have flowed

cownward in anbroign sireams through,
i all these: - genen_p.t;og What Taid: it

mAtter.whether on Sunday. the gocd-
i man aof. the-npu#e Ygdudlefd his hgrse to
tride wAth'hiz wife 204 baby on'a pilllon
! hehind: him ‘to fhe e ‘meeting ~house
"at-the Centre;ethehether with arifd"and
children he -walkéi reverently td-the

venlently near (e Bpme?. The chiange
that came withfench separation from
the pid church WaG-s 9lep Of DTOEFeDs,
but never:a revwiution. - The. rhetorical
fgure that secna! best to expregs. the
tamily relations of these churches is
‘that-of "& gruup of sisters of rearly
equal ‘age- ahd -dignity that bave lived
in cloge~fraternal proximity on the soll

We' hdave jost. stepped .over. the

chyreh-aattvity in* the . 0ld " town, of
Rochesfer. At the! very-moment when
‘we did"s0 the papers were fllled with

2Teal strides of progress, or at leaet of

The .rpulse of the new era i not di-
vision., but re-umfication. The great
evaugehical, denemninatinus  are realiz-
g 1oday how much they Dave 1 com-
mun, rather than emphasizing the faw
non:ts in which they diifer,

i the Mamon piatiorn the otlier duy
It wag suzgested that the Marion  and-
LAcnestar vnlsthes cugnt L3 b re-
married,” Lol roornally, ol uourse. hat
e meaning geeinsd 30 he that this 8
Tognod Uime o oved

. 2tong that ar :
o rAm e sosnnnags of ous 0=
Dol dustary. But these uwy o chuschbes

N1t
R

e been shared in

newer house of Worahip tuilt moretcon- |

of old Rochester: gh two centuries’
bf.’_New-'Eng;_x}W - !

threshold, tuto. the (hfrd century “of |

echoes. of  the Jonathan Edwards bi-1
caniennlal, remigdlng us that n"spite
of the stability ofour institutions . the;
Joctrines and the methods of the Con- .
gregationatl churches nave really, made

variation, in these two bundred years..

togethar tNE wa-

have no monopeiy of these com
memories and assoctations. They
shared by all the other churches in
‘loeal territory, and especially by
- graup of five ancient Congregat]
;churchea that represent today
avolution: and- growth of the, ch
that was begun in Rochester 200 3
UEOI v o oe T -
Among the cammon jntérests
- these churches have. shared. toge
none i more consplcucus and -inte
ing than thdt of the rombined effo
-the edrly clilzens of Rochester to i
and equlp the i{own's meetlng 5
erected “inn 1608, on' Rochester Gre
the first and only meeting house
was ever built by the town’s vote, ¢
public tgxatton of "al} the town's:
zens, Ir this littie bufiding for at
one generation the people from all |
of nld Recheater came iogether fov
bnth worship, And after scme of t
otd villages nad meeting houdes
lacal church interests of thelr own,
after the First precincet had rem
Ita reilgious worship into ancther o
ing -nouege, the same ifttle ‘bullc
though in 2 much altered form.
atill the tawn heuse, where for S0y
longer the twxEpaying citizens of |
tarolsett angd Sipplean and N
Rochaster and the Centro gathered
their civie duties and debntes,

1t has been suggeated that at
lerp when dll euir- minds have-
‘-turned 1o theser nssociations of the
1t owowdd be afitting thing o
‘some tablet or moenument ¢ mark
gite of this  »rimitives lUttle. buoll
whien played sueh a significant pa
Clncatl history. We wish tt nigh
idome, and-that.there might.oe
these villages patriatic citieens
Cwould g]ad]ﬁ? unite and Ledr a pers
part in erecting some suitibie mem
|upon the spot where under the tur
iday I3 lyipg the oid stone doorste
*he ancient building in which fc
'many vears were centred both the
iand the church intevests ot
| Rochester.”

Valuable Informatmn -l:Ollngl__
in Records of Rochester.

Where Was (he, Firat Choych. Organ-

g AR

‘N6 16culfy i given, but perraps it
can be determined- a careful~study
of the'following extracts-from the old:
records. " Tdose that refei to the laying
out of new lande. are from the records
of the RochesterProprietary, which be-.
gan In 1679 hege refersing to the
building of a ‘meeting house and the
laying vut - of highways are from ihe
‘Tirat Town Book, which was begun in
1sb4. -

Where ?d"Mr. Arnold Live?
I

Apr 15, ? st a meeting of the

held religions services in Rochesg

the 1at and 2nd Tome lots with™;
twentia akre lots that are lald out,
the ‘Great Neck & at the Sipplean Nt
the first lot. sball be for the miniate
the second lot shell be for the m
1strie.” A

April 17, 1682.—"Voted, that a' oo
Tittee be appointed to treat with’go
meaf person to preach-the word of ¢
te them at Slppican. -

Mv. -Samuel Shiverlck was called

Y

n
a

from 1653 1o 1657, bul was not ordalr
or settled. -

March 18, 1684.—"Graunted to Mr. 8a
uel Shiverick ten a of upland*n
jorning and about the house or Ira

L .
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The following paragraphs on religion were copied from the memoirs of Abraham
Holmes who was bom June 9. 1754 as written by him in the early 1800s.

From page 7 -8

"Congregationalism was the prevailing and almost universal religion of this part of
the country. To be a Baptist or a Quaker was considered to be a mark of disgrace. and
operated as a perscription to public office: and in 1769 when Waiter Spooner, who
attended the Quaker Meeting, was chosen a Committee and Dr. Stillman not long afier
was chosen to preach the election sermon, they were considered as wonderful events. It
was with great difficulty a Baptist or a Quaker. especially a Baptist, could get exonerated
from paying taxes to the Parish Minister to support the Worship from which he
conscientiously dissented. As to Methodists, tho so numerous now, they were then
unknown. The great body of the Congregationalists at that time were generally the
disciples of Arminius; the Baptists then were universally of the Calvinistic faith. A Mr.
Martin, a member of Swanzy. was the first Baptist Minister who publicly avouched the
Arminian system. As to Unitarians, there were none. and if anyone had denied the
Trinitarian Code (creed) he would not have been considered as fit for human society. The
same may be said with regard to the Universalists and Restorationists.

Samuel Arnold was the first Minister in Rochester. His meeting house stood m
what is called *Little Neck. near the water where still remains the first white burying place
in town where all the progenitors of my wife. by her father's side are buried. The Meetmg
House was small and cost. I think, 26 pounds. 1t was sold atterwards and made two com
houses. The records of Mr. Amolds settlement or death are lost. A Meeting House was
built afterwards at the SE of **Dr. Haskell's bam, at what time [ know not. Mr. Timothy
Ruggles in 1720 was settled the sccond Minister, and a meeting house built about 6 or 8
rods in front of Dr. Haskell's house. The town was then an entire parish. Whether the
Meeting House was built before or after Mr. Ruggles was settled I know no - 1760 or 61.
i think the former. I think the present Meeting House was built and the old one cut down
and made into a Town House. When the new Town House was buuilt in {811, the old one
was taken down and the part on the west side of my Great Gate was made of one of the
posts of that old Town House which probably built 120 years ago and the post is oak and
still sound. 1 shall keep it as long as [ can, probably it will now outlast me.

* Little Neck being in Marton

** Nyr. Haskell's in Rochester Center

The followin taken from page 105 - the section called - Memoirs of the Holmes Family
Designed for Bathsheba Holmes (Abraham"s daughter)

Notes on one Isaac Holmes. A blacksmith,
"He was one that joined with Esq. Noah Sprague and your Great Grandfather *

Blackwell in forming the **Parish at the northwest part of the town. At the time he died,
the Meeting House stood on what was still called Meeting House Hill, just m the edge of



Rochester. between where the Tripps live and where John Nye formerly lived and died.
There he was buried. but a promise was made to him, that if ever the Meeting House was
moved as was thought probable. that he should be moved also. This promise never
performed and there are yvet two solitary graves."

"This man (Isaac) died about the year 1747. when a minister by the name of Pell
preached there, tho' he never was settled there."

FROM PAGE 111 on North Rochester Parish

In 1762 the parish began to detertorate. "The Ashleys, one and all, John Amold,
Joseph Samson. Elnathan Hathaway. Deacon Macomber and my ***father left the Parish
and embraced the Baptist principles. and finally one went off after the other till the Parish
became a mere skeleton and in order to prevent it's total annihilation. the remainder
petitioned the legislature to incorporate a territorial precinct by meter and band (it was
before a poll parish X which was done) The teritory taken together would be a respectable
precinct, but a large majority of the inhabitants are of different religious opinions and it is
doubttul if it ever settles another Congregational Minister.”

*Caleb Blackwell **North Rochester Congregational
***Lxperience Holmes



Jarch 2, J83%.——"Yotaed, that he that Jan. 11, 1688 —"'Lawvd out untp AMr ‘ 120 unimproved by any manere_of
“1’1‘03 the plare of the minigter at | 3amuel Arpold ene hundred akres of {teiege for a burying place & o train-
u-iﬁp‘f 1 shall have i land, four score of these being alowed i, & 10 3eit 3 meelinghouse up-

the Use and banefitt j
of the ;plam awnd meadows of the m
ister's iots and the Jots :le' thoe ministy

Qhear by the purchasers
& the other twenty

© Az arcresald.”
Syt w hi‘ the propriaters were “Iay-

I Lo 2ach whoie
lin the vear 140

until atherwise orderes ! altres i3 the _rzccnd addition, alowed 10 avew tha minisiry lapds and
Mcz‘ch__\.l, 1635 —New H 2ach whola shear in the vear 1894, This a place w0 ser 4 meeting-
out AL Sinplenn, and in mnds apove said helengeth to sd Ar-y “m ToAvn Was also taking ateps
the lota in the woodsg the nold own propper share and is taxﬂ the same direetion, a3 ap-
ar to his whom lotu.” ; these records in the Firstg

ference o Mro Arno!d's

in the First Town Beok:

aonds Zour montha aiter the ghursiyg

wWas oIy 2d by Mr. arenond: |

el Then on the day above !

Ty

woridl af
i seprviee an du

WTie =nt and Tagan again at 2.
nite ke tree wwith Hz standing by
County Rhedd by Mr Amold’s an Ii

that the meet-

on’ the west-

£y yrpen
arm.

Lathror's land, thence Ranged 49 1t g

i s beyween third 2 lote 20 by w.oto a I, .
}mp\r‘aL b croked tree marked, thence westerly by m‘eé,(;u”‘ﬁf;rc:g;ie
7om ihe 3iurt s a the edge Uf Mr. Arnold’s land & M LIMOLNT 10 the sum of.Arie
Samust Arnoid about 13 wnats Jenn Clarke's jend and the swamp, till 8 n =ne sum of-LIty
i bfaf‘rm}rfaﬁ’mb e Yo come to the Brow of the hill, &o,” - P e L, 1760, —Chose Mary Haseall to
evAnL : SArT - . e d, 1700, “hose 3 alt ¢
A cheatar 11 : &e. : ) “¥weep the mestinghouse once I7 13
Siizabeth Araold, When and Where Did the Town Bhlld% T ldawvg, or uo often as shall be ocation
Then (j;n_;;r ' its Meeting Housa? . | i for sweeping or it to keep it Deaszent.”

‘

i

*he san® Imesing  0f the pro- On the same date the foliowing very
ors when Mr. LV'g lands swera . auggestive record wag written in very

e

wIiLing

minuis handw

e iranortant rec- | in zhe First Town

Ted

ithe  same  town-
a !rea?ﬁ.:‘:t hawv-
CCOMpLE

ref’ﬂqgr“"
=i town
sansable of th
Raised for 2
out of wihich
id ]

the

. [oh 43
rods a3 followsth;
the east side of the
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C’lf!

Dreeinning nc

. sicar of i Ater's jund where the Countrey Mead

) ; “vmc,h they hm_:_. ; na]l\ nigh  the meetlnghouss

“Voted ‘d a3t Aule" Ly the a1 pur- sody, th oz said rozd Routh by east
Taasers w o be commitisd o o by west side of Joseph
"Samuel Prince, cierk of ] [ Dsty's land till 1t cometh to the way
“July : heroef : petwasn the lower and middle teer

S MNum ii\"dcl the ko T ownod lots, then ir slant acroes that

e o the cast slde of a \*lumtn of pine

ingertad, :J vhaps at 4 later date: o e e F e i i e e ‘reeg Mo, 17 on the east  side, thenoe

AUven foo e mikistee to which s | . oW monihs ater tac Melowing ery ranging southoast (7) to a fow of wa-!

LUT a4 Lort ot 33 w n ile weoods. nportint recerd wius mads on 1, 25 of tar, thence by the lead of said few. |

Ju nat \f.. the Propriewer’s boo‘n: 1 ind so about two rods wide on the |
i .

nold iy 1% 1F3S—"Ihe sirveyvers, accord- | pHR ”-“hf"q“ epland. til it comes 1o

hzil best auit ta Powar d ‘rorm the pur- | o ..},;’e _Pﬁ“ 'Jarwa ::vtewari'y :

Thao it dig | surveyed and . i ouse, and 59 over 23ast-

SMmove some of 211y 1o t'1~ bnnn. g lhp uast side of Lhe

convenlent

placs

“ollows: it being T i RIS T 3 Sh | RAERLE

- ! LS s marked trzes), and thence as
! - 2 i -.’ That o0 . . - 5.
:\"Jiln)” ?j; part of “l “_‘G]:dP*_?;: wave Leads southerly to Metapoiair
ANIE beinouin up by Mr alyo anoiher way ieadeth tewards
with ‘-‘4\'01-:;:"'{“ & Rouse ‘sas 1. arles Nack. beiny branched out from

with & - Ra is2a 1. atrreenid Siaeh kv e

Tt et ol Cevors .-,uv& foresaid biack oak tree, easterly

“he cartway and so as 1t leadeth
re 10 the meadows upon znd nea
s Neek and whar land is

left hinif”

[
i.\‘ idui Teing
3

o the

Ctor their dr:og.-'_hd Timbar o
curedit fnothe Tutire Taxes &o.

, H‘g.h(‘u':e iaf

Stewards', Detween the Brook an.
Na. 19 iet of land 3 by the z2ald Stew-
ards’ and Williamm Griffiths', so allow-
ed to lle as a common (or use and bene-
£t of the wveighbiorhood, and such as
the way ‘e tou? thdr laud as wis-
niess their ha

r.,,(.

Jarmes ~—Law1—t H‘ls (XY mark), 'Wx'"a.m'

rriffith,  Bemamin  Daxter,  Peter
. Blackmiern Selectmen.
i The vote ™
fthot the me

= Jh'ﬂe:,: er

"which swood

mmirtee was 43
Tiew

o
i a :‘;au or o

Pthe land berwean the Uwo roads, one
cleading from Handy's mill v MMr

Phloore’s mestinghouse;
Ing from <
sd BAr

i the, other lead-

Friznds’ meeringhouss to

Alcare’s 'qer- ir::;nouse. and to
1 H i

road
Irom the 2nd
TOTTh by east ol ir
COTe s j_\to { oaxd now Trod, The oth-
ar road Le.ka, A% _Smpn wn Landineg
xrr\n, the end of 51 157 rods rums @ di-
TOULY s Double white ogige,
southwest  cerner ot
wnd. . 3md roady 400 Ly
tu the rlg’"t nam.\ of 8¢ bounds,. or o
ibke woutheast and emstward, & is laid
30 fr. wide, \i. the sd Elisha Ruggley dnd
VEItha Barrows assign all the Lan
rwhcre Roads are latd to the Lo“ns
L ugg Lor roads, “AMarch 23, 1785
i .\Ia} 8, 1792 —'Vawed, the pe!‘“OH;ﬂ that
reraired the bridge over the Muddy
Srock, alizd, winter, be nald
having :

1251

Returnmg o the earlier
reed that on Mar 4 1
Hochester voted 1o buiid & new rpest-
considerably  larger dle
Lhoge given in 1698

ragel v
f’a-‘c'i?j‘_ .

recoris.
the fcwn afl

wa

JLelndtons ¢
Juoly 1,.




e et A LT TN VR EV LW E TR ETX SR Y E £
lows: - - . .
el 21717 —“Voted, io meet st ihe-
G meetinghovse to asres how to puR.
the remaicing part o9f the new meet-
inghonge which iz not vet seatad.”
After this time of enlargement ¢iTi4-
1717y nd votes ““to build a meetinghouse”
oceur in the town books. In 17325 dat-
tapoiseft. pracinet wos sat off: znd in
1733 that of North Rochsster, So that
whan 3 pew mestinghouse was decidad
apor: in IT40 it was builf dv the Pirse
Parish, and ot by the tewn 37 Roches-
[ £+

Sfay 7, 177E, the town 4 the
epert ar a oorumittes rg oz

awvnhouge and workhouge oz IlOWs:
‘Becommended, To ¢hoose an agen: io
mploy workimen to cut the oid me
ngkouse doawn to one ztory, & w
he materials that bLelong o the saic
wiase petilion ofF ene end, whienh w40
ervae for a workbeuse with building

Sl oruft good.”

Cier Cenir

Chuilding have besiy thined up by th

2 Chimney thereln, & the other engd will
serve {or & Townhomze o held  Town
meetfngg in.’’ . .
May 7, 1792.—"¥oled, the chimney &
pasiition In the Town house be Pulled
bown & that Major ZElisha Rugzgies
hzve-all the maierizis be seating the
westerly part of said house, as the oth-
er part iy seated; & making the Hoor

town voted %1007

Deteber, 1817, the
G hougs, Tth f

=~ pufiding 1%

Persdna are now
2 l o b

trick and

this anclen

wers grading the Sartk m that lo-

ermiemsr]
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The following taken from the Abraham Holmes

the early 1800s. pagers - written in

At woat tLiane Matizpoisett was made a precinct I Znow not,
probakly velore 1740 ¢nd 1750 neszrest tie lat.er part I should
sunpnose., lvory Fovey was tune first ninister, He was there in
1762 and probably about 30 years. He continued theTe til 1768
=n& then weze cdisumisced. I do not know the nature of the contro-
versy. He afterwerds settied 1n the Scuth Parish in Flymouth
where ne continued to precch ond Gied at zn advinced age, uDward
cI 20 yezrs.

Sumewhere about the year 1750 an unhappy coniroversy &arose
metveen Mr. Rug les znd Yozh Sprazgue,Esg. It cegan about come
el ond tuoere was not much of a Christian disposiiicon Gisccvered on
sither side;both being men of great talents and influencegboth
gstinered parties. Bul at that Time, ministers had an adventege
tlies 40 not now noscess and after Council and reconciliation
Yecoming more =znd more ianracticable, Uprague 2 his varty
geceded and formed a full nerish in the N.W. part of the town, a
nart of Middleboro and z varti of Rreetown.

A Veeting Fouse was bullt on what is still called Yeeting House
i1l near the line of what is now Fairhaven and z Mr. Pell preached .
there a while, but was not settled. ‘he Keeting Fouse wce then
moved into the Ashley neignborhcod near Jamecs Swift's and Thomas .

Mmoo

Hest was settled thelr minigter, but his prezchins alter 2 while

weo not satisfactory te a part of Rhis ~ecple, egpeciully to EBlder o
Trnovell, ond a consideranble nuaber of his people inbraces the

Beptist orinciples end soue aifilculties of a political neture v
~roce, and the commertion between kim cnd the peopoe was mutua:rly | )

e

cissolved, - A
ATter the death of Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Yoore, Senl.

was cet.led in the old Precinct. Mr. VMoore was an iapude
tilngs went on tolerably peaceably till about the year 17
3

bl

when soue pecple had drawn off from th srecinct. A Com
apoointed to inguire intc the cause 0oi the Dimunition ¢
,%ho in their report attzched the cause 10 ¥y, Moore's misconduct.
Tnis brot on a violent discussion in the meeting., From this tlae
bad metters grew worse, c¢nd after cnurch meetingalter church
meeting, orecinct meeting after precinct meeting, tne church,
pursuznt to advice of an_ expert Council, dismissed him. The
srecinct concurred. Mr. Moore, not satisfied, sued Ior his salary; '
they carried into court the money they supvosed due; a long trial
inesued. The court ceemen incliined to Kr. Moore, but the Jury
returned = verdict ‘or the Precinct. A motion was made Ior a new
trial wnich did not ebiain. A new Precinct was formed in the 3.5
part of the Town and Oliver Ccbb was settled for Dboth precincts.
Things went on well zbout 25 years vh-n each parish tiot it best
v coch Czrish to have a.minister and 1t was agreed for the new

- 4 'y

“arich to take ¥r. Cobb. The olé Parisn gzave MT-Bigeiow = o2l to

settle, wiich he accepted ard the time wac set for the insteliation

Then +ue Council met, of which Mr. Cobb was ope, Mr. Cobb objected

to the church being called the First Church. “he church here was

the Ziret church in the tovn and hed ever retzined without inter-

uption this visivility end their original records, and the ctiner

church hazd been formed but a short time, and how 1t slould inter
into Yr. Cobb's head tust it wes the Lirst cuurck ic jsrd to concelve

}bﬁf“ﬁ%‘ﬁéﬁméﬁ_éﬁﬁgﬁiﬁé”—TTEfgﬁé_ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁéa‘f5_ﬁifﬁaféﬁnfEﬁﬁmfﬁe
councili unless it was go ellowed. NMr. Bigelow's feelings were



injured and said he would take himself off if such a schism took place. and it 1s probable
that the whole business would be broken up at this. if a person. not belon ging to the
church who interposed and proposed to have it called the Center Church. which was
agreed to by all parties and the business went on and was concluded. How to account for
Mr. Cobb's conduct on this occassion is bevond my abilities even to imagine. 1 do not
pretend to call Mr. Cobb's piety in question. but his conduct on this occassion appears to
me to be in direct opposition to every dictate of conscience and every principle of
common honesty.
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BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION D ovee continuacion sheer

Dieseribe architectural jeatures. Lvaluate the characteristios of 1his building in revmes of ather beildinas within the communnity.

The Joseph 11 Plumb Memorial Library, on the Common was constructed in 1976, adjacent to the civic
buildings on the Common. It is an attractive Cape —stvle building sitting of the south side of the common
fits weil into the setting of the common. Local builder, Robert Sherman built the library. The main block s
thres bays by two with a gable end. steep roof and a three bay ¢ll un the west end. There is a large cupola
with a |6-pane window on each tace at the ridge of the asphalt root of the main block und a brick chimney
an the eil. The entrance is centered on the north tacing fagade with a wood door with a shailow portice.
which is one small bay deep with three sidelights and an arched roof, The door has three sidelights on each
side and a six-pane fanlight. The walls are clad with clapboard. Fenestration consists of two 16-pane bow
windows on both sides of the front door and three 8/8 windows on the ell with two 8/8 double sash
windows on the ends of the building. The front vard is defined by a white rail fence.

HISTORICAIL NARRATIVE " see continnation sheet
Discuss the bistory of the buslding. Faplain its associations with local (or state) bistorv. include uses of the building, and the voleis)
the gwners/occupants played within the commrumty.

The Joseph H. Phump Memorial Library, an attractive Cape style building, was built by local builder Robert
Sherman. Although less than 50 years old, it blends harmoniously and is a significant property in the
Rochester Center istoric District and meets criteria A in that the library has always been located in one of
the buildings on the common. In 1876 the Library was first established with books and funding given by
Mrs. Charles 11. Leonard and was located in the Congregational Church Vestry. Then in 1891 the Library
found a new home in the Town hall Building, again thanks to Mrs, Charles H. Leonard The library
circulated an average of 1,900 iterns annually, appropriated $200 each year for library materials and housed
a callection of around 1,000 volumes. The present buiiding was a gift to the town from Mrs. Dorothy
Plumb in memory of her husband. Joseph H. Plumb, a published author and dedicated scholar. He was
known to read over 500 books a month. and felt that there was a need tor larger library facilities in iown. It
sits on property that was part of the original Joseph H. Haskell Estate. The Joseph H. Plumb Memorial
Library was dedicated August 18. 1976 exactly 100 vears from the opening of the tirst librarv. and has
since grown a place of prominence in the Rochester center community. SPOTSOFING Many conmnunity
oriented projects and continually rising circulation and usage, which includes free e-mail and Internet
access. During the past century, there were seven Librarian, or Library Directors: Sara Haskell {1901-
1908), Amy Wilbur (1009-1941). Olive Winslow (1941~ 19831, Debbic Gillig (1984). Sheila Flaherty
(1985-1991), Susan Pizzolato {1992-1993). and Lucy Loomis {1993).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES U see continaation sheet

Lucv Loomis, A History of the Library in Rochester, Rochester Jaurnal 2- Memories at the Turn of the
Century 2000.

{ ] Recommended for listing in the Nativnal Register of Historie Places. If checked, you st atvack a comoleted National
Register Criteria Statenient furin.
g .
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FORI\/I B - BUILDING Assessor’'s Number  USGS Quad [ Area(s) Form Number

MassacHUSETTS HisToricaAL COMMISSION 19/12 |Snipatuit L 48
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD Town __Rochester

BosToN, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 Place (neighborhood or village)

East Rochester

Photograph

(3"x 3" or 3-1/2" x 5" black and white only) Label photo on Address _355 County Road

back with town and property address. Record film roll and o )
negative numbers here on the form. Staple photo to left side of Historic Name_East Rochester Congregational

Church
Uses: Present__Religian

form over this space. Attach additional photos to continuation
sheets.

Original _Church

Date of Construcdon 1857
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Source Cchurch Records

Style/Form_Greek Revival

Architect/Builder _Jacob Look

Exterior Material:

Foundaton granite

Wall/Trim Wood

Roof Asphailt shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

Wood shed

Major Alterations (with dates) _1892 galley removed

partico added to front

e PRI s . Condition _gonod

i GERPN = - TS e T Moved xno T yes Date

Acreage 22

Recorded bY Betty Beanlien Setting Rural

Organization Rochester Historical Comm.

Date (month/year) _Iune 2001

Follow Massachuserts Historical Commuission Survey Munual instructions for compieting this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION — see continuation sheer

Deseribe archizecrural fearures. Evaivate the characreristics of this buddding in vevwrs of other buildings wizhin the communizy
)] / z it oone MR

The Fast Rochester Congregational Church (MHC 48, 1857 is an excellent example of the Greek Revival
style as applied to ecclesiastical architecture. The building is notable for its recessed panel cornerboards.
cornice returns. and wide cornice below the eaves. The building is rectangular in plan and has as end-gable
roof, A 1-story, end-gable projection with decorative wood shingles, cornice returns. and comerboards is
attached to the fagade (east). This block houses the main entrance, which is centered on the three-bay
facade and comyprised of paired wood-panel doors with simple woed surround. A square tired bell tower
with recessed panel cornerboards sits on the ridge at the front of the building. Fenestration consists of
12/12 and 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with shightly projecting lintels and
simple wood sills. Wall surfaces are clad with clapboard and decorative wood shingles. The building has a
high brick foundation with 6-light windows illuminating the basement. Attached 1o the west end of the
north elevation is a small. 1-story. gable roof. enclosed basement entrance {mid-20" century) which
provides access to the basement. A brick chimney rises from the exterior end of the west elevation.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE _ see conrmmuation sheer
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain 1ts associations with lpcal for rare) Siszory. Include wses o7 che suidding, and che rolets,

the owmers/occupants played within the comwmunicy.

The East Rochester Congregational Church at 355 County Road (MIC 48, 1857) served the growing
community as several houses had been constructed along County Road by the mid-19" century. Rev. Hall
organized the church in 1854 as a Methodist church. Through the labors of Rev. ! Madisen Mayall the
building became a reality. The building was paid for by George Pierce Esq. Jacob Look, master workman.
assisted by Benjamin Morton, David Morse. Milton Raymond and Joseph Look erected the building in
1857. George Pierce. a carpenter and part-time preacher was the first leader in 1856. Benjamin Morton and
Thomas Raymond were also active leaders. At that time the congregation was comprised of 50 members. In
1857 original pew owners included: Sophia E. Davis. H.C. Stevens. Elya Morse, David S. Morse, John T.
Picree, Seneis L. Nickerson. Salem Jefferson, S.11.Leonard Heirs. Seth Morse, John LA, Morse, Savery
Morse. William W. Pierce, C.C. Gurnev, John Gault. Benjamin W. Morcton, and John T. Gallt. After about
twenty-five vears, the church became weakened through the formation of an Advent Church in Wareham
by some of the members.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . see comtinuation sheet

The Public Archacology Laboratory, Inc.. June 1998, Town Wide Survey. last Rochester Area .
Church Records. East Rochester Congregational Church.

— Recommended for lisung in the Natonal Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a compiered National
Reguter Crizeria Statement forme. i '
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Rochester 355 County Road

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) L  Form No. 43
220 Morrisscy Boulevard

Boston. Massachusetts 02125

Architectural Deseription (cont)

The property is in good condition and also includes a small, I-story, vertical wood outhouse (late 19" ¢y to
the southwest of the building. Asphalt driveways are located at the north and the south side of the church.
In 1892 the building was repaired costing $500.00. The galley was taken down. a portico put on the front,
the platform was enlarged, and new pews and pulpit furniture was put in. In 1934 and again in the 1940°s,
there were fires at the church, one of which burnt a ten-foot hole in the church floor. An organ, which looks
like an ornate pipe organ sits in one front corner, but is actually an electric organ.

Historical Narrative (cont)

In May of 1880, those interested in sustaining religious services invited Rev. William R. Joslyn of the
Congregational Church of Rochester to supply the pulpit. which he did for four years. In January 1886,
Rev. Stipen M. Andrews was engaged. Having no church organization at the time. it was decided to form a
Congregational Church on October 15, 1887 with the following six members: S.M.Andrews. J.H. Clapp,
Mrs. L.H.Clapp, George P. Morse, Julia R. Morse, and Madison W. Morey. Scon there were sixteen
members. The first deacons were John T, Gallt, J.H.Clapp and Simon L. Nickerson. George P. Morse was
chosen clerk. On April 26,1887 the Young Peoples Christian Endeaver was begun. Their purpose was “to
promote earnest Christian life among its members to increase their mutual acquaintance and make them
more useful in the service of God™. Officers were memory. pres.. John Hammond, VP, Curtis Starbuck.
treas., and E.C. Hathaway, sec. The East Rochester Congregational Church, 1857, (MHC 48) was part of a
larger parish which included North Rochester Congregational Church, Grove Chapel (now the Middleboro
Historical Society Museumn), and Precinet Church which was moved in Lakeville to the corner of Routes 18
and 105. On October 18, 1889 Rev. R.L.Rae became pastor. During the first winter of his work about fifty
people were converted adding fifty-five new members to the church. Membership reached 65 and the
church was flourishing in 1892. The Ladies Sewing Society of Picreeville organized in 1901, was active
until 1921. More recent ministers have been: Rev. Herbert Wilbur, Rev. Solandt, Rev. Belmont, Rev.
Nyman, Rev., llammey, Rev. Findley, Rev. Burn, Mrs. Burn, George Robinson, and George Robinson I11.
Since the 1990s, the church has experienced a decrease in membership. Presently, Sunday services are not
held in the winter months.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Criteria Statement Form
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Check ail that apply:
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Crirerta Considerattions: @A 0B N 5 S DR O
Starzment of Significance by __Rochester Historical Commission
The criveria that are checked (n the qbove secrions mist f'rr‘,'m*'ff:uz bere,
The East Rochester Congr=sgational Church is localiy significant
as an excellent example of the Sreek Revival styvle s appiied
to ecclesiastical Mrhhi*“cture It is historically significzant
for its long associasion with the development of religious and
scroial life in the East Rochester area, The East Roches:ter
Congregational Church possesses lntegrity of locaticn, desian,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling zand assoclation and
meets criteria A and T of the NRHFE.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

East Rochester

Address 355 County Road

Historic Name East Rochester Congregational Church

Uses: Present church

Original church

Date of Construction 1857

-

Source Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907

| . \//f/f/ﬁ‘_ Style/Form Greek Revival

Architect/Builder

LY

Exterior Material:

Foundation brick

Wall/Trim clapboard

Roof asphalt shingle

Ll

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

small, 1-storv outhouse

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no ves Date

Acreage 0.22 acres

Recorded by M K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting sct back about 40 feet from road: accessed by
paved drive to south: cemetery to west

Organization_The Public Archacology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 199§

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Marnual for instructions for completing this form
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The East Rochester Congregational Church stands to the north of 351 County Road (MHC 154, mid-19th ¢./before 1856) and
is bounded to the north and west by Woedside Cemetery (MHC 805). It is an excellent example of the Greek Revival style
as applied to ecclesiastical architecture. The building is similar in form and architectural detail to the North Congregational
Church (MHC 24, 1841) in North Rochester, The building is notable for its recessed panel cornerboards, cornice returns,
and wide cornice below the eaves. The building is rectangular in plan and has an end-gable roof. A 1-story, end-gable
projection with decorative wood shingles, cornice returns, and comerboards is attached to the facade (east). This block
houses the main entrance, which is centered on the three-bay facade and comprised of paired wood-panel doors with a simple
wood surround. A square, tiered bell tower with recessed panel cornerboards sits on the ridge at the front of the building.
Fenestration consists of 12/12 and 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with slightly projecting lintels
and stmple wood sills. Wall surfaces are clad with clapboard and decorative wood shingles. The building has a high brick
foundation with 6-light windows illuminating the basement. Attached to the west end of the north elevation is a small, I-
story, side-gable, enclosed basement entrance (mid-20th ¢.) which provides access to the basement. A brick chimney rises
from the exterior end of the west elevation. The property is in good condition and also includes a small, 1-story, vertical
wood outhouse (late 19th c.) to the southwest of the building.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (centinued)

East Rochester developed at a later date than Rochester Center. The 1704 map shows no development in the entire East
Rochester Area and its immediate surroundings. By the mid-19th century, several houses had been constructed along County
Road and to the west of the area, north of High Street. County Road was originally known as Division Street since it served
as the dividing line between Rochester and Wareham to the east. [The road was re-named County during the 1920s (Foss
1926).] The Cape Cod Railroad was in place by mid-century, cutting across the northeast corner of town. Early families in
the area included the Gurneys, Leonards, Morses, Mortons, and Raymonds. The Pierces settled in the nearby Douglas Corner
Area (MHC Area K), originally known as Pierceville. Industrial development in East Rochester was limited to a single saw
mill to the northwest of the East Rochester Area (MHC Area L) (Walling 1856).

Development increased in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when numerous houses along County Street were
constructed, two mills were in operation, and the East Rochester Congregational Church was built. Many of the same
families continued to reside in East Rochester, with the addition of members of the Davis and Pierce families along County
Road, and the Jeffersons and Nickersons at Pierceville (1879 map). Many of these same names can be found on the stones
at the Hillside (MHC 807) and Woodside cemeteries (MHC 805). Development continued throughout the early-to-mid-20th
century, creating a dense cluster of houses, many of which are extant along County Road.

The history of the Congregational order of churches began in Rochester in 1703 when the First Congregational Church (MHC
3, 1837) was organized at Rochester Center (MHC Area A). Between 1837 and 1845, four other new churches were formed
out of the First Congregational Church. These sister churches, that stand in Mattapoisett, Wareham, North Rochester, and
Marion were designed by Solomen K. Eaton, who was hired as architect and builder to erect the churches in the same style
as the one at Rochester Center (Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:90).
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Rochester 355 County Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard L 48

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

The East Rochester Congregational Church at 355 County Road was constructed in 1857. The church was organized in 1854
and 1856 by Reverends Hall and Brett. George Pierce, Esq. served as the first leader in 1856. At that time the congregation
consisted of about 50 members. The congregation was able to construct this church the following year. Initially organized
as a Methodist congregation, the church was weakened when some of its members left to form the Advent Church in
Wareham around 1887. Following this split, the East Rochester church was reorganized as a Congregational Church
{(Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett 1907:96).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884,

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Aiphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files [ocated at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Bascd on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Mussachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

——————— Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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ATTACKUE T 2o

Rochester Aug 22 1857
To the members of the Methodist church of the Boston District Annual Conference,
Pierceville Station.
Dear Bretheren and Sisters,

This edifice was erected by George Pierce Esq as a place of worship for the Methodist
Protestant Church.

At this age of supreme seHishness, when sinister motives govern in almost every act, that
may appear philanthropic or benevolent , how very commendable is that spirit of self sacrifice,
which a noble few exhibit in their earnest endeavors to promote the welfare of others, and to
advance the cause of truth. We learn that self-love does not rule all hearts; such spirits are practical
commentaries of the Golden Rule * Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with ajl thy heart, and thy
neighbor as thyself."

In the erection of this temple, no worldly remuneration can be even hoped for by Mr Pierce. May
great be his reward in heaven. Ere he shall cease to worship in earthly temples, may he see many
gathered at this altar that shall prove as pillars in the church of Christ, and when called from labor
to reward having faithfully performed life’s mission, may his mantle fall upon someone, who shali
possess a zeal for the honor of this house where God has promised to record his name, to hear the
prayer of his people, and when he heareth to answer and forgive. May it be said when the Lord
righteth up his this, and that man, was born here.

This church was organized by Rev Timothy M Hall in 1854; Br H...died the following year in
the state of Maine. Father P. Brett ? was the second pastor: during his faithful labors some were
hopefully converted.

in 1856 Rev J. Madison Mayal! entered upon his labors with this church, and this house was
erected during his pastoral charge, in the summer of 1857,

Mr. Jacob Look was the Master Workman, assisted by Benj. Marton, David Morse, Milton
Rayme, and Joseph Look.

George Pierce Esq was the first class leader. In 1856 a new class was formed, and Benjamin
Morton and Thomas W Raymond were appointed leaders and hold that office at the present time.
The church numbers at this time nearly 50 and is in a flourishing condition.

Y ours,
J. Madison Mayall



ATTAcCkuerT

The following is a brief history of this church as recorded in church book ...

This field was formerly cared for by the Methodist Protestant Church which was organized in
1854. After twenty five years or more, the church became weakened through the formation of an
Advent Church by a part of the members. As a result no regular pastor was appointed. In May 1880
? at a meeting of those interested in sustaining religious services, it was voted to invite Rev. Wm.
R. Joslyn of the Congregational Church at Rochester to supply the pulpit which he did for about
four years after which I. L. Litch of the Cong'l Church of Marion supplied for a year or more.

In Jan. 1886, Rev. Stipen M. Andrews was engaged to supply the pulpit.

As there was no church organization at tfis time, it was decided after due consideration to form a
Congregational Church, Accordingly, steps were taken for that purpose. A council was called and
met October 15th 1887 and advised the forming of such church at 2:30 pm. This church was
formed consisting of but six members as follows viz S. M. Andrews. J. H. Clapp, Mrs. 1. H. Clapp,

Galit 2, J. H. Clapp and Simion L. Nickerson.

George P. Morse was chosen Clerk.

In 1889 Rev. S. M. Andrews the first pastor resigned to take effect in April of same year after
which the Congl Home Missionary Society sent Rev. Hortshorne to supply the pulpit which he
continued to do until Oct 18th either coming himself or sending someone... among whom were
Rev. Geo. W. Shaw, and D. §. Surrey of Middleboro, Rev. S. M. Andrews, Rev. F. E. Hortihorne
and others

fifty converted and quite a number since. About fifty-five were added to the Church. At the present
time there are 65 members and in a flourishing condition.0

It is to be dedicated on Sunday Aug. 7 1892. Rev Joshua Coit Sec'y Home Missionary Society is
to preach the sermon.

Geo. P. Morse Church Clerk
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Area(s) Form No.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

! Individually eligible [ Eligible gply in a historic district

! Contributing to a potential historic district [ Potential historic district
Criteria: JA ["B ¥ C [ D

Criteria Considerations: vA [IB TJC D UJE [F 716G

Statement of Significance by: MK, Harrington, E. Paulus

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The East Rochester Congregational Church is locally significant as an excellent example of the Greek Revival
style and for its historical associations with the religious and architectural development of East Rochester. This
building stands as one of four sister churches erected throughout Rochester between 1837 and 1845. The East
Rochester Congregational Church possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association and meets criterion C and criteria consideration A of the NRHP. Additional historical
research will be required to complete the nomination,
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Sketch Map

see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Rochester

Place (neighboriood or vitlage)

East Rochester

Address 489 County Road

Historic Name Savery A. Morse House

Uses: Present residential

Opriginal residential

Date of Construction 1885

Source RHS files

Style/Form Greek Revival/No Style

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim_clapboard

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

large, 1 1/2-story barn (MHC 50, mid-19th ¢.J); 2 small

plavhouses

Major Alterations fwith dates)

1_1/2-story, end-gable rear ell (late 19th ¢.): |-story rear ell

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Condition good

Moved X no yves Date

Acreage 596 acres

Setting set back about 35 feet from road; row of mature

trees at strect line

Date (month/day/year) Junc 1998

Follow Massuchusetts Historical Commission Survey Manwal for instruciions for completing this form
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Savery A. Morse House at 489 County Road is a 1'4-story, Greek Revival-style, residential building. 1t is a typical,
although late, example of its type within the survey area and is notable for its central entrance with entablature surround.
The building has a rectangular plan with a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (east
elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade below a simple entablature. Fenestration
consists of 2/2 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system
is wood frame on a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with clapboard and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles.
An interior, brick chimney is located at the ridge of the main roof and another is located on the south slope of the rear ell.
Other notable exterior architectural features include cornice returns and a 1-story, hip-roof porch with a single square support
located on the south elevation of the building. A 1Vi-story, gable-roof, rear ell (Jate 19th century) with cornice returns and
a stone foundation is attached to the southwest corner of the house. A smaller, 1-story ell on a brick foundation is attached
to the rear of the house, north of the Jarger ell. The property is in good condition and also includes a large, 1%-story, side-
gable bam (MHC 50, mid-19th c.) set on a fieldstone foundation with a 1-story, gable-roof ell on its south clevation that
functions as a garage. Two small playhouses are also located on the property, to the rear (west) of the barn.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

County Road was originally known as Division Street, since it served as the dividing line between Rochester and Wareham
to the east. The road was re-named County during the 1920s (Foss 1926). Many houses along County Road in East
Rochester were built ca. 1900, when at least two mills, which supplied much of the employment for the area, were in
operation. In addition to the mills, this once thriving neighborhood had its own church, the East Rochester Congregational
Church (MHC 48, 1857), and cemetery, Woodside Cemetery (MHC 805).

Members of the Morse family were responsible for the construction of at least three extant houses in East Rochester,
including the Nahum Morse House, at 577 County Road (MHC 51, 1885), the Saverv A. Morse House. at 489 County Road
(MHC 49, 50, 1885), and 531 County Road (not surveyed, ca. 1900), which was built by Nahum and Savery’s father for their
sister. This house was constructed in 1885 by Savery Morse, who had originally lived across the street, on the Wareham side
{RHS files). The house was built on the site of an carlier house owned by G.P. Leonard (Walling 1856). The site stood empty
in 1879, although there was a house to the south owned by D.S. Morse (1879 map). The building’s appearance seems to date
it to earlier in the century, suggesting that the present-day building may incorporate elements of the Leonard house, Savery
resided at this address from the time of its construction through to at least 1907 (Foss 1907:134). The Morse family ran a
mill to the south of this house in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Sometime in the early 20th century, probably around
1910, Louis C. LeBaron moved into the house. Louis, a machinist, along with his wife Lucinda S.. continued to reside at the
house until at least 1969 (1836, 1941, 1969¢ maps; Foss 1910-1933).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett, Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A . E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapaisert, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 489 County Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Arca(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 49, 50

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenncy. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884,

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residenis; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammend.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochesier, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester. 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachuseits Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engincering Corp.. New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans, Various surveyors and dates.
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Sketch \’lap

see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Raochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

East Rochester

Address 577 County Road

Historic Name Nahum Morse House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction 1885

Source RHS files

Style/Form Victorian Eclectic

Architect/Builder Nahum Morse

Exterior Material;

Foundation cobblestone

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

Roof asphait shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

Major Alterations (with dates)

none

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 5.93 acres

Setting set back about 50 feet; dirt drive to south; stone

retaining wall lines front of property

Date (month/dav/vear} June 1998

Follow Massachusetis Historical Commussion Survey Manual for instruciions for completing this form



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 577 County Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Arca(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 51

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL BESCRIPTION (continued)

The Nahum Morse House at 577 County Road is a 1V4-story, Victorian Eclectic-style, residential building. Itis a modest and
unaltered example of its type and period within the survey area and is notable for its hip-roof entrance porch with Victorian
Eclectic detailing. The main block of the building has a rectangular plan with an end-gable roof. Attached to the south
elevation is a 1¥-story, side-gable block which intersects the building at its mid-point. The main block has an asymmetrical,
three-bay facade (east elevation) and is four bays in depth. The primary entrance is set in the north bay of facade beneath
a hip-roof porch with slender, turned supports, decorative brackets, and a spindled porch frieze. Fenestration consists of 1/1
double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system is wood frame
on a cobblestone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphait shingles.
Brick chimneys are located on the south and north slopes of the main roof. Other notable exterior architectural features
include decorative brackets below the eaves and slightly projecting skirts below the gables. The property is in good condition.
There are no outbuildings associated with this property.

HISTORICAIL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

County Road was originally known as Division Street, since it served as the dividing line between Rochester and Wareham
to the east. The road was re-named County during the 1920s (Foss 1926). Many houses along County Road in East
Rochester were built ca. 1900, when at least two ills, which supplied much of the employment for the area, were in
operation. In addition to the mills, this once thriving neighborhood had its own church, the East Rochester Congregational
Church (MHC 48, 1857), and cemetery, Woodside Cemetery (MHC 805).

Members of the Morse family were responsible for the construction of at least three extant houses in East Rochester,
including the Nahum Morse House, at 577 County Road (MHC 51, 1885), the Savery Morse House, at 489 County Road
(MHC 49,50, 1885), and 531 County Road (not surveyed, ca. 1900), which was built by Nahum and Savery’s father for their
sister. This house was constructed in 1885 by Nahum Morse, who also built the parsonage (61 1 County Road) for the Advent
Church in Wareham soon afterwards. The Morse family ran a box board and shingle mill to the south of this house in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The property stood vacant in the mid-19th century, although several houses in the
immediate arca were occupied by members of the Morse family (Walling 1856, 1879 map). Nahum, a Justice of the Peace,
resided at this address from the time of its construction to ca. 1911, Following his death, the house was occupied by his
widow, Almeda, until at least 1933 (Foss 1933:183). During the mid-20th century, the property may have been occupied by
a member of the Westgate family, although maps from that period are unclear (1936, 1941 maps). By 1969, the property was
occupied by A. Pierce (1969¢ map).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachuselts,
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 577 County Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 51

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plyniouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadclphia, PA, 1884,

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns.” New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76, Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 198].

Town of Rochester. List of Residents, Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Muap of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Phvmouth County Atlas of 1903,

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1656-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. {Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachuseits, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engincering Corp., New Bedford, MA,

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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R e P ?»11&13 - BUILDING in Arca no. Torm no.
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION :;5,.;,;_7
Ofiice of the Seeretary, Siate House, Roston .

Hocheater

Dexzter Lane

——————

Ca2pt. JSorn Daxter ficune

—_— .

home

1

Sent owner CLlifton L.Vaughan

seription:

1E2€&C

Source Seglatry of Deeds

Victorian
7le
, N o e TE8izned ty cunan
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location agchiteest i -
in reiation to nearest cross Streets and wocd
other buildings. Indieate north. Lo Extericr wall fabric ’
/,’,_\‘ e /L"' ""_— Tt
‘I“”\X k:—t—"’-i\‘//f"\:ﬂ “vyrla g 1A ; sapafreage sived,
g e P butounmngs {Gescrine P o
Ve /- P L
<N e, L
< et ¢
", S Other festures
N e
:—‘ "\ 4
- i \\ ! N‘
Mo D MeTapey I

\ 1 wall,stairs 1300
Altered P vesd Date
Moved Date
-

3. Lot size-

Less than one acre Over cne acre X

o 200!
Approeximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

‘o

0!

10 NOT WRITE IN THIS SDACE 6. Recorded by ~Martha J.Gifford
USGS Quadrant 1 capen. 7o

Organization Bochester Historical Comm
o> )

Date 6/14/73

MHC Photo no,

(over)

Jun 30197



-

L . .
7. Origluad owner (if known) Capt‘.a_gn John Dexter

Original use home

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates home

. Taemes (check as many as applicable)

Lriminal Conservation Recreation
... Triculiural Education Religion
Arcuitectural Exploration/ Science/
_The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military Humanitarian x
Community development Political Transpeortiation

9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
Typlcal Victorian farmhouse ,bullt by & retired whaling Cavptain,

1ts location inrthis area makes 1t signifigant and worth xeeping,
Several efforts by .developers to convert this bullding to a
"Hoad house" and later apartmends,have been fought fervently (and

successfully,so far) by the townspeople. .

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Deeds,Plymouth County Eegistry

~+ memories of people who knew Capt. Dexter

3/73



FO[ N3 — BUI LI ™ G Assessor's INumber USGS (Qoad Areais) Fuorm Number
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MassAcHUSETTS HisToricaL Commission
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD Town _Rochester
Boston, MassacruseTTs 02125

Place (neighborbood or village) Rochester Center

Photograph
(37 x 3" or 3-1/2" x 57 black and white only) Label photo on Address 50 Dexter Lane
vack with town and property address. Record fibn roll and
negative nurmnbers here on the form. Stapie photo to left side of
Jorme over this space. Arrach additional photos to continuation
sheets.

Historic Name _Capt. J. G, Dexter House

Uses: Present  Residential

Oricinal Residentiel

Date of Constructon 1859-184/0

Roll Negadve(s)

Source Reaistry of Deeds Plymanth

Stvle/Form_American Gothic Revival

Architect/Builder _ Johin G. Dexter

Exterior Marerial:

Sketch Map Foundagen ___Cut Granite & Uncut Stane
Draw a map shewing the building s location in relation to the
nearest (ross streets and/er major natural featurer, Show ail Wall/Trim Clapboard/Pine Moulding
fildings berween inventoried building and nearest mtersec- )
tion or marural feature. Label strcers mcluding route numbers, Roof Asphalt Shingle
i any. Circle and number the muentoried bwslding. Indicaze o .
N~ Outbuildings/Secondary Scructures At tached
Shed With Connecting Barn
Major Alteradons (iwith dareg) One Wall & Stairs
(190C), Dormer On West Side 3/4 Style
In Keeping With Original Ornamentation
_{_]QHO)TF{‘Efr"hQn Ramodalad (100&}
Condition Very Good
Moved X no Zves Date
Acreage 2.25 Acres
Recorded by _ Daniel & Martha Wright Setung Rural/Residential
Organizaden _Rocnester Historical Comm. Abuting First Parish Cemetery

Date {month/vear) __April, 1998

Folloe Massactnserrs Historwal Conrmussion Srazev Alusmad inerrmcrions for compieting thic s,



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTTON [¥ see continuation sheet

Describe architectural fearures. Evaluate the chavacteristics of cthis building in terms of other buildings within the commnmnicy.

Fifty Dexter Lane is an exceptionally line, well preserved example of a large gothic revival stvle farmhouse.
reminiscent of the best styles for country cottages promoted by architeet A ) Downing of the nud to late {9th
century designs. Set on a level pastoral tract, the house rises 40+ feet Lo its gabled peaks facing east and west
An east and south {zcing wrap around porch extending along the front (east) elevation is a note worthy example
of palladian inlluence. The facade is 8 bays wide {east), 3 bays deep forming an ell to the (south) and 3 bays
wide on the south and east face, possessing vood flow and balance of form. Sash work s original six over six an
tirst floor with aluminum and glass storm windows added.  Second {loer sash has rounded or hooded trim and
top sash on the east and west facade with central hall sash tlanked by smailer sash of the same ornamentation
below the main entrance door and surround are also notable with it's compound architrave moulding and domed
door with etched glass from the nearby Pairpoint Glass Factory of New Bedford., Etching of the glass on the
front deor depicts clusters of grapes and vine meander with grape leaves, possibly representing the blood of
Christ (Eucharist) or perhaps the families love of wine. Never the less it's beautiful and well done All sash work

{See Continuation Sheet)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE _ <ee toMrInmuAtioN sheer
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (ov state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
the owners/occupants played within the conmunity.

The Captain Dexter house was occupted bv Joha Gibbs Dexter. his wite and daughter into the carly twentieth
century carrying on the familtes deep rooted history in the Rochester area and throughout southeastern
Massachusetts where the Dexters inhabited and excelled from as early as the 16030's. The Captain Dexter house
has been a private residence since it was built. despite several elforts to convert it mto commmercial ventures, A
much loved building by townspeople with considerable importance as to the location and history of Rochester.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES T see continuation sheet
Plymouth County Registry of Deeds

Oral history of pecple wheo knew Capt. Dexter and his family
Genealogical & Perscnal Memoirs, Lewis Historical Publ. Co., New York, 1910

T Recommended for listng in the Nadonal Register of Historic Places. [f checked, you must attach a compieted National
Register Criteria Statement forrm.

L7953



INVANTORY FORM CONTINUATTION SHIEET

Town

MassacrusirTs Historicar CoMMISSION -

Property Address

MassactiuseTrs Arcives BuiLDisNg
220 Mormussey BouLevanrn
Boston, Massacniusctrs 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, CONTINUED

CArea(sy  Toon No,

xj:f*e’i r?

have origimal mterior and exterior louvered venetian blinds (extenior biinds are in storage preseutly)

chimnev work is off center flanking the eastern pointed gabie wall i line with North and south facing gcables

The
An

addittonal chimney (o the south atop the kitchen belpers ¢l totaling three unebtrusive projections. Filly Dexter
[.ane 15 one example of the fine craltsmanship found throughout Rochester and the greater New Bedford area of

the period.

~

.. e o]
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_. Gothic Revival

5 in Rochester
continues proud
tradition of family
into 21st century




Hstoricain

the fami

tradition

By Sarah Corbitt
Standard-Times correspenoent

Uvoure wlkme tri-town, Kovhoster s whore s il
hevan

- The first tolks to sende this areu began buildimyg

: in Rochester: Marton, Mattapasett and oven Ware-

) ham are juhnayv-come-latelies whenot comes to

y diates o mearporaton. The cecan-ortented mdosiies tha

bepat the coastal villages were an vatgrowth of the pros-

perots farnuny, commumiy that was Rochester, and it can

be fanrly swid that this still-thrving town s the grand-

daddy of thens all.

As Rochester hooms mio the 21st century, st mult-
street duevelomments blossomng of pewrly every wimidimg
country toad the town 1 alse striving o muntam a svery
present sense ofits past. The newly-formed Rochester His-
o Distoet Commuiisston has designated a bistone distriv
surromnding Rochester center, and encompassmg such
stiikmg examples of New Fngland village architecture as

Photo by Bert Lane
The curved staircase at 50 Dexter Lane is one example of the fine craftsmanship in the home.

the town hall. the Congregational Chureh and seyeral love of descendants proud to call at thers winy station for serving o the formal dining room.
Bk It @ great place 1o vase a fanuly” sad Junice Crock The Mtchen. remaodeled in 1996, has Shaker-style Cana-

o b o

v old honies

e A seociles dian red hirch cabinets, an oversized ceramic sink topped



The Gothie Revival farmhouse at exter Lane has
heen called “one of the most disnnetive and well-pre-
cerved residential buildings 1v Rochester” by the Massa-
Chusetts Historicat Commission, and s registered with the
state. (Papenwork tor registration with the Nattonal His-
toric Register 15 in the works

The charming cross-gabled. 5 bedroom 3 full bath, gray
clapboard structure s net only part of the town historic
districl. but 15 owned and was renovated by Daniel and
Martha Wright, founding members ot the historic com-
5101

Fiie liouse was built m 1860 by Captam John G, Dexter,
who made his fortune i whihing

SDyexter is o oname that has been around here toe cens
teries.” sard Mrs, Woght

i faet, the Deters st selod i Rochester m 1670
Willnen Dovter, that fowsding Dexter, swas named on the
sriina giant for the wwn John Desaer. the builder of the
Bomee, ved there untl at lesst 1919

Phe histone provenanee aside, 30 Daster Lane s mete
than ready o make i the nestveniiry. with Gopes st

QUICK FACTS

50 Dexter Lane, Rochester

Style: 1860 Historic Gothic Ravival farmhouse
Price: $339,900

Lot size: 2.25 aCres

Living area: 3,546 square feet

Listing agent: .Janice Crook, Coldwell Bankar Hayes
Associates

DETAILS:
® Registered historic home, beautifully preserved
& 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths
l B8 Authentic, original details throughout
| Maple, cak, pine flooring throughout
| m Pairpoint etched glass inset in front entrance
' @ Marble fireplaces
i ® Master suite with Jacuzzl
L @ Modern, gourmat kitchen with 1920 Wingcroft
range
@ Atiached barn/garage
m Grounds inciude out-buildings, 200-yearold tres

A front-facing gable with four arched windows tops a
grand arcade porch with arched columins marching the
Tength of the mam portion of the house. {A side-gabie cll
connects the main house 1o a front-gable barn. All these
gables are part of what mark this us Gothie Revival) Cen-
tered on this inviting facade is an arched doorway with the
onginal Pairpont glass wsets ctched with grape vines, un
indication of the stately clegance preserved so well
throughout this lovely home

As vou enter {rom the porch (whose blue paiated roof
recatls the colonial beliet that such colors repelied wasps),
vou enter the double parlors on etther side of the curving
staircase

The maple floors, mlard with oak medallions, run the
entire lengih of these rooms. When the house was bull,
Mrs, Wrght has surmused these o rooms were separats
ed b fonger, straghtes staticiser when the stairoase v
curved 1o the side i T9G0 1 ctfectisely created one room
But the two sides i o micrestng differences that setthem
anart,

The Southeast Parlor rooms are namied in a house like
thisy has three gracelil windows with original shutiers.
decorative casmges, bmteix on fop and recessed pancls
underneath, The Northeast Parlor looks nearly identical.
but for the slighthy more mpressive woodwork around the
windows and a 1lue 10 an wierior wid], perhaps the remains
of an ancrent fireplace.

“We think the Northeast Pafor was the gentlemen'’s par-
lor. because i1 was @ hittie more formal” said Mrs. Wright

The tormal dining reom. behind the “gentiemen’s par-
Jor.” teatures a beautiful imported Italian marble fireplace,
with cameos fired into the corner tiles. The hardwood floor
here is tongue and groove fir The three windows also have
the original shutters, and there 15 a walk-in china closet
with o window and buihi-in cabiners and sheives.

A door to the side leads down a hall to the guesi hed-
room. which has maple floors, plaster walls with the orig-
inatl skip-trowel applicanion too closets and i non-work-
e marble fireplace

Another door off the formal dining room ferds to the
utlers pantry, now o breuhfast room An innmate size ton
a4 oo, but gute faree Ter s pantry the space seives s
modern fmenon o altv well, with two wandows,
Chur ratt, mapie o aited o bndtem cabiet i

drawers and shehoe:
Thie toane s dreg i ot the Brtohen,

with recessed lighting and looking out through an elongat-
ed picture window to the vast back vard. There 15 also a
built-in dishwasher and microwave, and what could be
called the signature kitchen piece: a 1920 Wingeroft range
backed hy a wall of English ballast bricks from Takor
Academy.

The kitchen exiends to an entrance area which includes
4 full bath and a six-foot Pelia door to the back yard, plus
4 door to the breeze way and garage (a former barn with
original plank tlooring and stairs to the full second-floor
hay loft, which has been wired for electricity),

The sccond floor of the mam section of the house 1s
anchored by a large sitting area, with a built-in window
seal below the center gable window, and bedroems open-
my ot on each side

The two roems on the north side of the house have wide
ame boand Heats. fonnded gable windows with orgital
chmtters, Tarpe closels with huiltins and as much historic
charm and moedern cenvenience as any of the rnoms 1n the
house. (hanks 0 the pood 1aste and good sense of the cur-
rent OWneTs.

The master suite is on the other side of the landing, with
the same wide pime floers, rounded pable windows and
large closet, with the added benefit of a truly gorgeous
master bath,

The bath 1s fully modern, with a nod to the original Vie-
torian color scheme of the house in the jolly red, yellow
and green paint the owners chose for the doers, trim and
Hoor The combination Jjacuzziishower is surrounded m
cedar, and there 1s a bidet, just 1o make sure every need is
met.

A door from the master bath, as well as one from the
central landing. leads to the east dormer, a fully finished
space with a farge Living room. full bath and one bedreom.

A back hallway has doors to a back stair case. as well as
stairs 10 a gigantic stand-up attic.

The basement is huge, as one would expect, with other
expected elements like a laundry hook-up. as well as unex-
pected ones hke 1 rain water cisterm

fhe crounds are bedecked with frumt trees, ancient
perenmiats, lilac trees and other specimen frees. mcluding
a 200-vear-old maple

Y can e il s, and more Dae dide’ tell you about

mhoken for mstneen 1or vousslE on Sunday,

LA
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FORM B - BUILDING . In Areca no. Form no,
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION A quﬁ,S
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. _Town Anches ter

Address Dexter Lane’

Name: Joemms Winslow - House

Present use Home -

Present owner Maurice M., Bifford

3. Description:

Source Bly.Co.Registry of Deeds

style 1% story cape

4. Map. Draw sketch ot bunlaing iocaiion Architect

in relation to nearest cross streets and L
other buildings. Indicate north. | BB D terior wall fabric Wood shingles

ba)
QOutbuildings (describe) small baen

Other features

N

CAFT,
§ Oea 72
N 5} cematary T

Altered S valrs moved Date 16560
f DEATER L«;NED ) Prumbing———— 1923
] Moved Date
- PEXTeR g
* f:’RCfuc—IEJLL‘. . LOt SlZE'
Less than one acre Over one acre_ x
!
Approximate frontage 150
Approximate distance of building from street
AN 25!
T ’ - i A V - f d 4
5O NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by ~artha J. Gifford .
USGS Quadrant Mation 76 ... Rochester Hist. Coma.
' Organization
MHC Photo no. 6714 /77
- 714/73

(over)

JUN 301973



Driginal owner (if knoxvn)*inmes Winslovf—pos gibly 20 years earlier;Wiiliam Griffet

-3

()rigiﬁal use home -

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates home

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Ahoriginal Conservation Recreation
jcuitural Education Religion T
A, nitvetural LExploration/ Sciencs/
- The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military ) Humanitarian =
Community development Political Transporiation T

[$o]

. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
Built a% lesst by 1720 and pcseilbly aee early ss 1700,resesrch
tecomes nearly impossible a% thie date. Thiz house was often lived 1in
by those poeple who worksd at the mill further down the strset,sarked
with * at slte of mill.
During prohibition bootleg whiskey was made here,snd the
house besrs the scarg. Peep-holes were drilled into the wz21ls,and the

doorways were carved out to accomodate the barrels,

10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
‘arly maps, ete.)

Plymouth County Registry of Deeds.

3/%3



The Jrmes Winslow Homestead

horhester records tor 1921 show that James Winslow
1ived 1n %this house,but there is some evidence that 1t may
have been built as Tany a3 14 rears earl¥er by William
Sriffeth.

Tmo house was 0452 llved in by mentle ownlng or
worTking 2t the mills down the strest ( narkel X on G20}

Luring prohibitton,Bootleg liquer was wmsde here,
and the nhouse shows the scars, Trere are pecp holes in the
walls,snd door frames are carved out o lel the ©barrels
fit trhrough.

Owners sfter James wWinslow were ilsasc Baker, Jshn
mamford,John Olavp,l.Nve,Blackwell,Barrow,Haszell,Tobex,
Haskell & Bonnev,Eandall,Corse,3neli,3cellie,Bowen,and the
pregent owners,lir.and bkra. raurlre M.Gi7ford.
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The James Winslow - douse-Dexter Lane,Rochester,Mass.

Eroperty of Maurice and Martha GIf

ford

in 1654 Vol.I,FProp.Kecords

¥ood Lot 17 dietributed to James Clark
o Wood Lot 17 aold to Lemuel Little 1709 R
o Wood Lot.17 gold o James Winslow 1718
" ";messuage menjioned Isaac Baker 1721/2 16
area shown ce shaded '
same as above John Mumford 1723 17
Szme as above John Clarp 727 22
Saze a3 above,minus "DY lapp to Nve to Clapp 1733 28
Same 28 sabove John Blackwell 17723 29
same a3 above;by widow ilisha Bar:ow 17473 k)
same as above,minus "HY
this consists of 6 aerres Jonathen Haskell 1786 £7
nine acres Jogsevh Haskell Jr. 1727 7l
nine acres Zebulan Haskell 1795 7R
rine acres BedfBrd Bank 1R04L GR
nine acres Prince Burges;guardisn
far heilrs of Prince
Dexter:John G, ;Mary
H.3;8ally. 1219 138
nine arresg Abisha Tohey 1835 180
T tefar benefit of
the rreditorst 5.Haskell & G.Bonney 1R36 184
nine arres Lvdla Hammond,sninster.
She later marri=d J.
randall;left him the
use,but not ownership,
, of tre land. 18237 195
: nine arres to Lydia's brothers,David & Charles
Hammond.Charles died zefore her,
thus nis dsus.,xary dylvia &
Carnline aheeler,took a share. 1887
‘Honestegd of Lydia
Hamrond Handall? =melisgsa Corse 16073
3ame as ahove Isgigh Snell Jr. 1608
same a8 apove Willizin Smellle 1920
Same a8 acove. Zdward Eowen 1921
house, thop & 1.8 arres laurice & Martha Gl7ford 1560
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1€ R

g W OB TR e e M, i

—_—

M DEATER

. TS N

8Rg

992

pagé 102

tk.14;:pg.90
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET  Town Property Address

MasSACHUSETTS HisToRICAL COMMISSION ROCHESTIR =12 DEXTER LANE
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING Areas)  Form No,
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD A 8
BosTtoN, MassacuaUseTTs 02125
PITSENT OWNERS: GARY R. AND SAMANTHA GIFFORD SHERMAN
4/9/90 BK.9692, PAGE 200

TUE ADDITION CF AN APARTMENT ZOR MARTHA J. GIFFORD WAS
COMPLETED IN 199C. THE ACDITICN MEASURES 13XZ4 ATTACHED

™) A 14¥X16 LIVING ROOM ATTACHING THE OLD WITH THE NEW
PORTION. THESTYLE MATCHES THE CAPE STYLE OF THE ORIGINAL
HQUSE WITY THE ROQOF RUNNING THE 3SAME DIRECTION. ALONG

WITH THE ADDITION THE FLOCR JOQISTS, FOUNDATICN WALLS,

AND NORTH AND WEST WALL CF THEZ QLLC HCUSZ HAVE BEEN REPAIRED
OR REPLACED. THE WIDE PINE PANELEZD WALLS AND THE ORIGINAL
FTRE PLACE STILL EXI3T IN ONE WESTERLY ROCM. THE REST OF
THE ROOMS HAVE MCRE CONTEMPGRARY INTERIORS.

IN 199 MARTEA GIFFORD,SAMANTEA'S MOTHER PASSED AWAY AND THE
XITOCYEN-LIVING RCOM COMBINATICN RCOM WAS CCONVERTED INTO
A MASTER ZEDRCOM TQ ACCOMODATE THE SHERMAN S GROWING FAMILY
’/)\ fr‘r: "K\C
pA-
#
M¢Lﬁﬁ?/
A o
3ETTY Z. BEAULIEU
ROCHESTER YISTORICAL COMMISSION

//f)\
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MAESACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
3.0 of the Secretary, State Fonas

B - BUILDING

Tt -

A-9

e mE T T

A

)

1 LRI
= Lhillas,

[

Anna Flapindo Home -

In Area no, Form no.

R aLis) Hrorastas -
T )
dress Dextar Lans

“James Stewart House

Draw sketeh of building lccation

i1 relstion to nearest cross Streets and
ctacr buildings. Indicate north.

/ !
i
/

00 NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

USGS Quadrant /77aaces.

o

MHC Photo no,

(over)

o)

Architect -

Extericr wall fabric  Wood shinglea

OQuthuildings (describe; Barn

Other featurcs 0lde =t house in ares

beautiful cid windows yharéware,

AlteredPRID in kitchen ngre 1600
Moved Daie
Lot size:

Less than cne acre Over one acre x

Approximate frontage 800!

Approximate distance of huilding from streer

50!

Recorded by ¥artha J,Gifford

Organization Hl2torical Comm.,Rcchest

Date 6/20/73

JUN 301973

er



‘o

o

s
Jng.lm,l owner (if known) James Stewsltt -
Original use home
Sui:..~guent uses (if any) and dates home

5. Thern:rs (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education Religion -
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/ __"“
Communication Military Humanitarian X
Community development Political Traasportation

9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built about the time King Philip's War ehded,and thought to be
the oldest house in the area.Very much in 1ts original condition.
James Stewart recorded the birth of his first son,Jonathan,in
Hochester in 1687, and there is no record of his having lived st any
other place in town.We do have records of the house as early az 1697.
Therefore we believe thls house may have been bullt,at lesst partially,

w8 carly as 168%

10. Bibliography. and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, ete.)

Plans of -Proprietors Lands,Yol.3,Part 3
Proprietors Records

3/73



FORM © — BUILDING

MassacHUSETTS HisTorical CoOMMISRION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCIIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD

Boston, MASSACHUSETT= 02125

Photograph

(3"x 3 0r 3-172" x5
back with town and property address. Record film: roll and
negative numbers bere om the form. Stapie phoro to left side of

Chlack and white mn,*) Loabe! m'mto 0

J,*m*m over this space. Artack adiditronal ,Mrw to contmuation

sheets,

Roll

Negauve(s)

Sketch Map

Diraw a map showimg the building s location in relarion ro the
searest cross streets andior wuaiar natral features. Show all
huildings berween mventoried buriding di1d nearest mrersec-

rion or natural feature. Label strects imelading route numbors,

iFanv. Circle and muomber the mivenroried building Indicare, ;.
A £ 3
norrh. U i u
4 -
. i
.,‘\(z:./;_,nr‘.-}u.(., i AT 5/5“ !
T T Tl o e
S —
qiy” - x'bf( }UI
‘Kbu i_,__] ‘ o
—_ TN,
Doauk | ol ks i 't
EANES i N »sﬂ
. e U I 4 0 e
- //;. o — I 3.\'/ LJ b 4 - )Y )
= ™ —ﬂ__zf__m&(‘ [l ’_/(CU“

/ o
- _— L_' ~
- ~ "i"if"'lc& \—rrk‘_w’""‘e' e
P
£ I
I e

Daniel & Martha\Trigﬁt\

Recorded by

Orzanization Rochester Historical COmMission

Ty

D

Agsessor's Number USGS Quad Areals) Forrn Number
ERESS0T S L MRITIRT & Ay 1 Area

o

]

Town Rochester

Place (neighborboud or village) Close T Town Center

Address ~19 Dexter Lane

Tlistoric Name James Stewart House

Uses: Present  Residential
Original Residential
Date of Construction  Circa 1890

Souree Proprietors Records

Sevle/Form Colonial, two story

Archirect/Builder Unknown

Exterior Marerial:

Foundanon Stone

Aall/ Trim Wood Clapboard/Shinales

Roof Asphalt Shingles

v

Outbuildings/Secondary Srrucmres Barm

- T a "o 7 -
Major Alterations izzh dases) Farly 19807s: 2 bay

garage added; kitchen remocdeled;
clumbing, electr1c1ty, aluminum & glass stomm
L dOOrs 1nscal.ied.

Wwindows &

central heat,

- - ~
Condigon Rk
Moved ¥ino o yves Date
Acreage _ Aprox. 141 acres

Serting _Rural/Residential

Dare (pronth/year) April/1998

Fotlue Niavecraoe -t Hiseorad Comrmnission St

e Nnad TR Ol B0 Cam e g R b




BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ] see continuarion sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community,

Two stery colonial with many eriginal features including twelve over twelve sash work. orrginal deor surround.
with transam hghts over each front south facing door  The main entrance with pedimented entablature over door
with pilasters Door on ell plain in design with just the awmng transem Considered a colonial mansion. cirea
1090 In the early 1980's a New Eneland saltbox stvle two bay sarage was added to the north west corner of the
westerlv el Around the same period, the kiichen was remodeled. as well as central beat bemny added. plumbing
and electricity, By in large the house is onginzi and thought to be the oldest house n Rechester,

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE — see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the buiiding. Explain its associations with local {or state) history. Inciude uses of +he buikding, and the roiees,
the owners/ocaipants played within the communiry.

Buidt about the time King Philip's War ended. and thought 1o be the oldest house 1 the area

James Stewart recorded the birth of his Hrst son. Jonathan, in Rochester in 1687, and there is no record ot s
having lived at anv other place in town  We do have records of the house as early as 1607 Therefore. we

beheve this house mayv have been buwilt, ar least paruallv. as earlv as 1636

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES _see comtImuation sheet

Plans of Proprietors Lands. Vol 3. Part s
Proprietors Records
Informaticn from current owner

. Recommended for lisang in the Nagonal Register of Historie Places. {f checked, you prust arzach a cornplered National
Regester Crireria Statement form.,

1 /05



Mrs.‘ﬂoseph Florlndo, Dexter Lane, circa 1685, is
the oldest in old Rochester which in the 1600s includ-
‘ed Wareham, Marion, Mattapmsett and Rochester.
‘It was the home Pf‘James Stewart, who ope_rated

" the Stewart mill adjacent to his homé. Mrs. Edward
‘Carr of Mary's Pond Road is admiring the struc-

OLDEST HOME? — Records indicate thé horne of

‘ture. Much of the interior of the 291 year old house

- is still intact.
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. INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET  Town

MassacHUSETTS HistoricaL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD

BosTton, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

119 DEXTER LANE 5

Area(s)

Form No.

i.
CUOFTLIZ, ENRNAL & AULa  8/8/21 Lnl1393 BI 433
FLORINDC, ASNA ET AL Probats 54703
FLORINDO, ANMAE 0 11/18/69 273581 BG sid
HOFFLER . PAJL AL & AQCBERT I, L2/6/75
Probata L2a5ui
/RO, CHRIS & PRISCILLA C 3/28/80
ERAE0B DG 444

e ey e e

e i 0y e ._:.n.h_q [l et ettty de T

1/95
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Plans of fFroprietors Lands
- Book III,part 11X

Jawes atewars Teb.ls,174R

Then we zeasu~=d cover %the homueetead land of Jomes stewart,
to s=ate the bounds thereo?f as 1t was glyven to hle 1o nts
nonsred fatherds wlll and testazsnt,ss he shew 1t forth unto
us,8ltuate lyimg and belny in hochester snd bounded as falloweth:
Bezln at a dtone mtandling or Tthe sastl slde Of the wy

ztous 4 rodse., %aid sseke 1« stgadinz in ye line of land thad

vas Torserly Dsnlel 3tewserta sad now 1 of &d, Jaxzes, -and from that

stone eaet 120 rods to a plne itree zmarked,znd from ther~ north

109 rods=s ts yve Muddy Brook,t!

e

'3

w= Tezan apaln  snd run frok . Lhe

'

stonpe firat mentiosoned west 42 rods To & brook =nd frox
thanes The 1gnd 1s boundad by ed brook z° The brook runs uantil 1t
ccked TO the extent of ~he 1lin=~ that runs frok sd plns Iree 2
Huddy brook.

Within ad Bounds 12 contained tkhke 22prd Wond Lot and in ad
lot is 7 acres 5¢£ rods of larnd nd on the west glde of 83 lot
1= contained part of two surveys= sdlolialing to sd 12% contalned
in =4 survey la 31 acr=s L1<5 rods pf land,the whole & 2unting to

123% geres 20 rodsz,



Jarnes whtewart House  reglstered 7 A-A 9
Jeaes $tewart rvarrled 1687 Benlt Briges,dzu.3amel snd Elizsbeth
(1llis) Briegs,gr.49sn. %Z1lizzbsth E1lis,an original proprietor
and xmatrlarch of Xllils PFakly, very early settler of darlon.
James 3tewars married sacondly 3arsh Walt,légs
children: by Benit: Jonathan Benlt
by 3arah: Llizagbeth,lary,darar,James,Caniel , Eliner,Jneeph
L(Janeg Jr married Hairan Dexter,dau.John and $arah (Clark)Ilexp:=r

and kad Ann,¥lener,ilizebeth,lanah,dary ,Jame<=,8ary,Theikful
In 1664 Jaues Stewart bouzht &C .acres from MHoses Barlow BY HId
HCUSLLOT

in 1722 Jawes Btewuart killed 4 wildcata (Zlime "Colonial Tiwmes¥)

Ja mon335-°333300 epireeedl”  AA4DDDLDD

O
r3

mmmSEL



Evidence %o date the James Stewart House

Eegistered with the Massachusetts Historical Commisasion as A-A9

/7 E
James Stewurt marrled 1687 benlt Eriggs,dau.3anwel and Ellzabeth ({®11is)
Briggzs,gr.dau.klizabeth Ellis,oriziral crovprietor and Ellls

family Matriarch,a very early propriledor and resident in Marlon

two children born to James and Benit, Jonathan,d. 1687,

and Benit,le92

James Stewart married secondly (Benit aparently dled when her dau.

Benit was born ) Sarah Walt,lo94.

Josehh
Their ohlldren : EdAzsbeth,ldary,Sarah,Jamesg ,Daniel,Eliner , XHaAdXNul

(TJames Stewars J.rT m. Hannak Dexter 172C, (dau 27 John and 3Sarsh

Y¢0lark) Dexter,and had: Ann,Eliner,Elizabeth,H®a nah,Mary,
James,Sary and Thankful}

In 156G4 James Stewart bought 60 acres from Moses Buarlow —-Next TO

HIS HCUSELOT
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F‘D.,:F;'l\.-ﬁ B - BUILDING f in Area no, ¥Form no.
. t 0L 10
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION A F=d
Oiffice o. the Secretary, State House, Boston
- ) ) 1. Town Hochsater -
Address Dexter Lans
Nam=: "Bonrey Doone®
Present use hiome .
Present owner Mellssa Lowen
3. Description:
Date pre 1750
Source Walling Mapi construstion
Style 1+ &tory cape
=. Mup. Draw sketeb of building lozation Architect
iz relation to nearesi cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north, Exterior wall fabric #ood shinglss
Outbuildinzs (desoribetON& carriage shed
ubullaings {(aeseribe - © oiiads

1

e,
'3
< = .{
Y o N
Eod
i
2 T Altered Date
James —
W W e e b
Moved Date
5, Lot size:
, . x
Less than one acre Over cne acre_ T
- H
Approximate frontage 1200 N
Approximate distance of building from street
50°
o~ e 1pe
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Mzrtha J. G‘ftord
UGS Quadrant i e g Historicael Comm.,Focheatepn
— Organization
MHC Photo no,
Date 6/20/73 B

(over)

Other features

<2
{1
S

JUN



e

. . Y.
7. Original owner (if known) not known-poseibly Joseph Doty

Original use home

T "'S?mermmwt—uscs-f'r%&ny)ﬁ-&nd--{lateS—nlz—qglE—

‘23 (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultuiral Education Religion

Architectural L Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce. Industry Social/

Communication Military Humanitarian X
Community development Political T ‘Prausportation T

9, Historical Signiﬁcance (include explarnation of themes checked above)
Age and area make 1t attractive and worth preserving.

During the revolution a apall group of British soldiers

begsed refuge for the night in the sheds. They were gone in the

morning,leaving a brooch as a gift to the lady of the houss in lieu

of payment and thsnks.

The name Bonney Doone was glven this house during the ers

when George Bonney Jr. lived here (See arsa A, form 4)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) .
Plymouth County Registry of Deeds
Proprietors Records
Locgl Memolrs -

3/73
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BN\HHWT(NR\?FTHRN[(XMNTIDHLAT](RWSEHEEI‘ Town ROCHESTER
Property Address
86 DEXTER LANE

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Area(s) Form No.

A MHC/ROC /£

Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Mormissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

This property, known as the BONNEY DOONE HQUSE, had been
standing empty for some time and was in a state of disrepair.
It was put up for sale this past spring and sold. The new
owner dismantled the home and moved it to Mattapoisett with the
idea of rebuilding it using as much of the original material
as 1s useable.

Where the home stood is now an empty lot.

riften b ugan M, LaFleur .
ocﬁesgeryHgs orical 8omm¥551on

Aug. 24, 1999

Bibliography
The Florindo Family - former owners



NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEE Town . Property Address
MassacuuseTTs HistoricaL CoOMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING Arcals) Form No.
220 MoRRISSEY BOULEVARD ) A |ROC 10

Boston, MassacrHuseTTs 02125

PRESENT OWNER 1997 - ELIZABETH FLORINDO

CONDITION - GARAGE AND SEED REMOVED 1997

HOUSE IS BADLY DETERIORATED, PERHAPS BEYOND
REPAIR.

1/Y9
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusctts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 7] Featherbed Lane

Historic Name

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction ca. 1800

Source visual inspection

Style/Form No Style/ Ful) Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

detached garage (early 20th ¢.)

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story, gable-roof ¢ll (19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes  Date

Acreage approximately 40 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back from road about 10 feet: bordered by a

low, stane perimeter wall with woods to W and S-

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

horse pasture to north

Date (montlt/day/vear) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 71 Featherbed Lane
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 52

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

71 Featherbed Lane is a 1%-story, Full Cape, residential building. Tt is a typical and well-preserved example of its type and
period, the Cape form being very popular in Rochester throughout the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. The building is
rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (east elevation) and is two
bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and has a simpte woed surround. Fenestration consists of 1/1
double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with molded wood surrounds. The structural system is timber frame
on a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. An
interior, brick chimney 1s located on the east slope of the house near the ridge. Attached to the south elevation of the house
is a 1-story, side-gable ell (19th c.} with a fieldstone foundation and an exterior, brick chimney on its south elevation.
Attached to the east side of the ell is a 1-story, shed-roof entrance vestibule (foundation not visible). The property is in good
condition and includes a random pile stone wall. A 1-story. wood shingle garage (early 20th ¢.} (poor condition) with a
concrete foundation is located across the street, to the south of a horse pasture.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Featherbed Lane originally served as a stage route, and according to its present owner, 71 Featherbed Lane once served as
a stage stop on this route. 71 Featherbed Lane was constructed ca. 1800, possibly for a member of the Braley Family.
Numerous Braleys lived along this road and Braley Hill Road in the 19th and 20th centuries. The 1856 map shows four
houses along Featherbed Lane, two of them were occupied by members of the Braley family. 71 Featherbed Lane is
identified as belonging to J. Braley in 1836, and S. Braley in 1879 (Walling 1856, 1879 map). By 1907, Mrs. Charity Braley
was residing at this address. She remaincd at this address until at least 1941 (1941 map). The current owner, Albert Riley,
has lived at this house for 44 ycars.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Martapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafion Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester und Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marijon Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List, Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 71 Featherbed Lane
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 52

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusents. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903,

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1869a  Town of Rochester, Massachuses, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachuseuts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engincering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusctts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Town Rochester

Place (neighboriiood or village)

Address 10i Featherbed Lane

Historic Name

Uses: Present residential

Original agriculture

Date of Construction 1789%/1ate 18tk ¢.

Source _sign on house/ visual inspection

Styvle/Form No Stvle

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation fieldstone

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof asphalt shinale

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

detached barn {earlv 20th ¢.)

Major Alterations (with dates)

additonal bav (earlv-mid-19th c.). [-storv. shed-roof ell

(early 20th ¢.)

Condition fair

Moved X no ves  Date

Acreage approximatelyv 41 acres

Setting set back from road about 20 feet: accessed by a

gravel drive to north: land slapes drastically to

rear; cleared for road/drivewav

Foliow Massachusens Historical Commission Survey Manal jor instructions for completing ths form



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 101 Featherbed Lane
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 53

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAIL DESCRIPTION (continned)

{01 Featherbed Lane is a 1 Y2-story, residential building. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The
main block has an asymmetrical, four-bay facade (cast elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is offset
on the facade and has a molded wood surround with a small wood sign above with the date "1789" on it. Fenestration consists
of 1/1 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular and square openings with simple wood apron sills. The structural system
is timber frame on a fieldstone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. A brick chimney is offset on the rear (west) roof slope. It appears as ifa [-story, saltbox-roof ell was once
attached to the north elevation of the house, as evidenced by a concrete pad to the north of the house, the saltbox outline on
the north elevation, and the change in shingles. Other alterations to the house include the addition of an extra bay on the south
side of the house. Based on visual inspection, these additions most likely occurred in the early-to-mid-19th century. Attached
to south elevation of the house is a 1-story, shed-roof ell (cariy 20th c.) set upon a concrete block foundation. The property
is in fair condition and also includes a 1'2-story, gambrel-roof, wood shingle barn with a concrete foundation (early 20th ¢.)
across the strect. This barn is in poor condition and the north portion of it has fallen in.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

According to a sign on the house, 101 Featherbed Lane was constructed in 1789, possibly for a member of the Taylor Family.
The 1856 map shows four houses along Featherbed Lane, two of them were occupied by members of the Braley family.
Numerous Braleys lived along this road and Braley Hill Road in the 19th and 20th centuries.

101 Featherbed Lane is identified as belonging to B. Taylor in 1856, and C.A. Tavlor in 1879 (Walling 1856, 1879 map).
According to the present owner of 71 Featherbed Lane (MHC 52. ca. 1800), 101 Featherbed Lane was originally a barn. The
building may have been occupied by Charles M. Taylor in the late 19th and early 20th century since he is identified in
directories as living along this road. It is unclear as to who occupied the house after 1907 since there are no Taylors listed
along this road and the 1936 and 1941 maps do not identify the property with a name. By 1969, the property was occupied
by M. Gifford (196%¢ map).

BIBLIOGRAPRY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisert and Old Rochester, Massachuseits. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Warcham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusells.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates,

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, nd.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. JW. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochesier. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 101 Featherbed Lane
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form XNo.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 53

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphaberic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Socicty in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetrs. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Muap of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymowth County. Henry Francis Wallin a.

1879 Town of Ruchester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986,

1903 Phymouth County Atlas of 1963,

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

19696 Town of Rochester, Massachusens, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp.. New Bedford, MA.

——————— Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

PHOTOGRAPHS

ANy O
LA

Community:

Rochester

Area(s)

Property Address:
101 TFeatherbed Lane

Form Noe.
53
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts (2125

¥

i;‘ ' Town Rochester

o3¢ B
I
[
g

T Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 203 Hartley Road

Historic Name Rochester Grange Hall #257

Uses: Present civie

Original civic

Date of Construction 1924

TN YRR gew
L T T

Source RHS files/ Building Inspection Cards

Style/Form Craftsman

Architect/Builder Brown & Pocle

Exterior Material:

Foundation poured concrete

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

| Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

| none

&

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

new clapboards (1994); facade reshingled (1995): roof

see attached map reshingled (1996)

Condition fair

Moved X no yves  Date

Acreage 1 acre

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back from road about 35 feet; woods to north

and east: accessed by a eravel drive

Organization PAL, Inc.: RHC: Susan LaFleur

Date (month/day/year) Junc 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing th is form,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 205 Hartley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Arca(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 54

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Rochester Grange Hall at 205 Hartlev Road is a 1'4-story, Craftsman-stvle, civic building. It is notasle for its low-
pitched, hip-roof with exposed rafters and prominent hip dormer. The building has a rectangular plan with a symmetrical,
three-bay facade (south elevation) and is five bays in depth. A I-story, hip-roof, partially enclosed, entrance porch with
tripled Doric columns is centrally located on the facade, The porch houses the primary entrance which consists of paired,
wood doors set below a multi-light transom. Fenestration consists of paired, 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular
openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system is wood frame on a poured concrete foundation. The exterior
walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A hip-roof dormer with a row of three, 6/6
windows and exposed rafters projects from the south slope of the roof. Secondary entrances are housed within 1-story, shed-
roof ells on both the east and west elevations of the building. The property is in good condition. There are no outbuildings
assoctated with this property.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Hartley Road, originally named Rochester Avenue (Rochester Avenue ran from Neck Road at Cowen’s Comer, southwest
to the Acushnet line), was re-named for the Hartley family, several of which lived along this road in the late 19th and early
20th centuries (1879, 1936 maps). Hartleys Mill Pond, which had a saw mill along its edges, is also named for this family
(1936 map).

The Rochester Grange Hall at 205 Hartley Road was constructed in 1924 to the designs of architects Brown and Poole of New
Bedford, MA (Building Inspection Cards). Brown and Paole were responsible for the designs of several school buildings
as well as the South Dartmouth Congregational Church (MHC DAR,58) in Dartmouth, MA, and the First Baptist Church in
New Bedford (MHC NBE 208} (MHC Makers Index). The building was constructed as a permanent meeting place for the
Rochester Grange #257. The Grange movement was part of a national fraternal organization movement which began in the
1870s to provide social, economic, and educational opportunities to farmers and their families. It reached the height of
popularity in New England between the 1890s and the 1910s with many local chapters building or converting large buildings
into grange halls (Visser 1997:54),

The Rochester Grange was founded February 12, 1906. The first meeting in the hall was held before the building was
finished, on October 8, 1924. The hall was dedicated at the June 10, 1925 meeting with 280 people in attendance. Following
grange custom, the keys to the hall were given by the State Grange Master to Maurice Fuller, Grange Master of Rochester,
whao in turn gave them to Grange Steward John Gayoski. The Grange has sponsored numerous local fairs at this site since
its construction. Today the hall is home not just to the Rochester Grange, but also to local Boy Scouts for their winter
meetings. The Rochester Lions Club has met there since 1986 and the K9 Club has held obedience training there since June
1989. The hall also serves the community by holding rabies clinics there scveral times a year. It is also available for use by
private individuals and for local square dancing groups.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)
Building Inspection Cards. Public Safety Records. Massachusetts State Archives Facility, various dates.
Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Martupoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 205 Hartley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 54

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion. and Mattapoisen, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester.,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA. 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA. 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. Makers Index. Massachusetts Historical Commission, Massachusetts State Archives
Facility.

-------- Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Forms. Massachusetts Historical Commission, Massachusctts State
Archives Facility, various dates.

-------- MHC Keconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical Commission, Massachusetts State
Archives Facility, 1981,

———————— Massachusetts Historical Commission Statewide Makers Index. Massachusetts Historical C ommission, Massachusetts
State Archives Facility, 1998.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Visser, Thomas Durant. Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings. Hanover, NH., 1997,

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B, Hammond.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Phymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made Januvary 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based ou Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1569a  Town of Rochester, Massachusents, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachuseits, 1854. Rochester Historical Saciety,

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp.. New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Sketch Map

sce attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 245 Hartley Road

Iistoric Name

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction earlv 20th c./before 1933

Source Foss 1933/ 1936 map
Style/Form No Stvle

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation poured concrete

Wall/Trim_vinyl siding

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures
I-story shed (20th ¢.): 1 1/2-story shop/cottage (MHC 56,

late 19th ¢.)

Major Alterations (with dates)

l-story, gable-roof ell (mid-20th ¢.): 1-story. shed-roof porch

Organization_The Public Archacology l.aboratory, Inc.

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 0,75 acres

Setting set back from road about 15 feet; land slopes down

toward cranberry bogs located to rear

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Foltow Massachusetss Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 245 Hartley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No,
220 Morrissey Boulevard 55, 56

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 245 Hartley Road is a 1!2-story, residential building. It is 2 modest example within the survey area that has
been altered by the addition of a side ¢ll and synthetic siding. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof.
The main block has a symmetrical, three-bay facade (east elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is
centered on the facade within a 1-story, full-facade, shed-roof, enclosed porch. Fenestration consists of single and paired
171 and 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings. The structural system is wood frame on a poured concrete
foundation. The exterior walls are clad with vinyl siding and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A shed-roof dormer
projects from the east slope of the roof. A 1-story, gable-roof ell set upon a concrete foundation is attached to the south
clevation of the house. Brick chimneys are located on the rear slope of the roof and at the center ridge of the side ¢ll.

The property is in good condition and also includes a 1-story, wood shingle shed with a concrete foundation (20th ¢.) to the
north and 1Y:-story, side-gable shop/cottage (MHC 56, tate 19th ¢.) to the south. The shop/cotiage is a rectangular, wood
shingle building set upon a stone foundation. The main entrance is located in the north bay of the east elevation and is
comprised of a vertical wood door with a plain wood surround. Windows are 2/2 double-hung sash with projecting wood
lintels. Attached to the north elevation of the shop/cottage is a 1-story, shed-roof ell.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Hartley Road, originally named Rochester Avenuec (Rochester Avenue ran from Neck Road at Cowen’s Corner, southwest
to the Acushnet line), was re-named in the early 20th century for the Hartley family, several of which lived along this road
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries (1879, 1936 maps). Hartleys Mill Pond is also named for this family which had a
saw mill along its edges (1936 map).

245 Hartley Road was constructed in the early 20th century, before 1933, when Mrs. Emily C. Snell lived there (1879 map;
Foss 1933:187; 1936 map). Several other members of the Snell family lived along Rochester Avenue in the early 20th
century, including Albert I'., Albert R., Isaiah H., and Ralph W. (Foss 1903-1933). Emily continued to reside at this address
until at least 1941 (1941 map). By 1969, the property was occupied by the Quellette family, who continue to reside there
to the present day (196%9c map, List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapeisett. Mattapoiser: and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907,

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoiseu, Massachuserts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends. Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumey, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rachester 245 Hartley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 55.56

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical

Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.
Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps
1795
1830
1856
1879
1903
1936

1941

1969a
1969b
1969¢

Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Pivmouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society,

Lown of Rochester, Massachusetis Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Enginecering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Community:

Rochester

Area(s)

Property Address:
245 Hartley Road

Form No.
55,56
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusctts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 265 Hartley Road

Historic Name_Charles E. Bumpus House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction carly 20th c.

Source visual inspection/ Foss 1907

Style/Form No Style/Full Cape

Architeet/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation concrete block

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

1 1/2-story barn (MHC 58, late 19th c.): attached parage

(mid-20th c.)

Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story, shed-roof cll (mid-20th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition pood

Moved X no ves Date

Acrcage 9 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back about 20 feet: accessed by a gravel drive;

4 low, stone posts at front of property

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory. Inc.

Date (month/day/year) Iune 1998

Follow Massachuseits Historical Commission Survey Manual for insiructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address;

Rochester 265 Hartley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrisscy Boulevard 57,58

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 265 Hartley Road is a 1'4-story, residential building. It is a typical example of an early 20th century, Full
Cape-type house. The building i1s rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay
facade (east ¢levation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and has a simple wood
surrounds. Fenestration consists of 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple lintels and sills.
The structural system is wood frame on a concrete block foundation. The exterior walls are ¢lad with wood shingles and the
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. An interior, brick chimney is centrally located at the ridge. A 1-storv, shed-roof, one-
bay ell (mid-20th ¢.) has been added to the north bay of the east elevation. Attached to the northwest elevation of the house
is a |-story, side-gable garage (mid-20th century). The property is in good condition. A 1%4-story, end-gable, wood shingle
barn (MHC 58, late 19th c.) is located to the west of the house. The front of the property is marked by four low, stone posts,
which are probably the remnants of an earlier property.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Hartley Road, originally named Rochester Avenue (Rochester Avenue ran from Neck Road at Cowen’s Comer, southwest
to the Acushnet line), was re-named in the early 20th century for the Hartley family, several of which lived along this road
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries (1879, 1936 maps). Hartleys Mill Pond is also named for this family, which had a
saw mill along its edges (1936 map).

265 Hartley Road was constructed on land that was occupied by an earlier residence constructed in the mid-late 19th century,
prior to 1856, when J, Pierce lived there (Walling 1856). By 1879, the house was occupied by another member of the Pierce
family, S.B. Pierce (1879 map). Architectural cvidence, based on comparisons with buildings of similar design and
construction materials, indicates that the present building was constructed in the early 20th century. By 1907, the property
was occupied by Charles E. Bumpus, a fisherman, and it was probably at this time that the building was constructed (Foss
1907:127). Also at this address were George W. Bumpus, of Church and Bumpus, box board manufacturers, and his wife
Lillian (Foss 1919:200). Charles continued to reside at this address until at least 1941 (1941 map). The house had changed
hands by 1969 when Albert Alderson lived there (1969c map). The Aldersons continue to reside there to the present day (List
of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Martapaisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisetr, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 265 Hartley Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 37,58

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusctts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 22 High Street

Historic Name Enos Bolton House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction between 1856 and 1879

Source Walling 1856/ 1879 map

Style/Form No Style/ 3/4 Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

l-story shed (20th ¢)

Major Alterations (with dates)

|-story, side-gable ell (mid-late 19th ¢.)

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 6.58 acres

Setting set back about 15 feet from road; wood post and

rail fence to north; circular gravel drive to south:;

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

cranberry bog across street to west

Feltow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for complesing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 22 High Street
Massachusctts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrisscy Boulevard 59

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION {continued)

The property at 22 High Street is a 1}2-stery, 3/4 Cape-type, residential building. It is a typical and relatively unaltered
example of its type and period, the Cape form being the predominant building type in Rochester throughout the 18th, 19th,
and 20th centuries. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has an asymmetrical, four-
bay facade (west elevation) and is two bays in depth, The primary entrance is offset on the facade within a projecting, 1-
story, pedimented vestibule. Fenestration consists of 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple
wood surrounds. The structural system is timber frame on a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles
and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Other notable exterior architectural features include cornerboards and cornice
returns.  Attached to the south elevation of the building is a 1-story, side-gable ell {mid-late 19th ¢.) set upon a stone
foundation. Three brick chimneys are located at the center ridge of the main block, center ridge of the elt, and the exterior
end of the south elevation. The property is in good condition and alse includes a 1-story, saltbox-roof shed (20th ¢.) to the
east.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

22 High Street was constructed between 1856 and 1879, when Enos Bolton, a farmer, lived there (Walling 1856, 1879 map).
Enos remained at this address until at least 1907 (Foss 1970:126). Between 1910 and 1933, the building was occupied by
Marcus S. Bumpus, a farmer (Foss 1910:127). Members of the Bumpus family remained at this address until at least 1941
(1936, 1941 maps). By 1969, the property was occupied by members of the Mendes family (1969¢ map). The Mendes family
are descendants of Bernadino (1851-1920) and Christina (1853-1923) Varella, who immigrated from the Cape Verdean
Islands around 1900 and settled nearby at 588 Walnut Plain Road (MHC 104, mid-19th ¢.). Bernadino planted and cultivated
the cranberry bog (MHC 803) that sits directly east of 22 High Street. Bernadino worked as a foreman and builder of
numerous cranberry bogs in the area and became a leader of the Cape Verdean community. The Varella family became well-
known in Rochester and many descendants of Bernadino and Christina settled in this area along Walnut Plain Road, High
Street, and Burgess Avenue (Mendes 1984:no page). In 1996 the junction of High Street and Walnut Plain Road was
designated "Varella Corner” and marked by a small monument and sign. The current occupant, Nicholas Mendes, is the
great-grandson of Bernadino and Christina Varella (List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisert and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907,

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurmney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 22 High Street
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 59

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Mendes, et al. "The Long Journey", 1984,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795  Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Mup of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1936.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Socicty.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854, Rochester Historical Society,

1969c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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FORM B - BUILDING ) Assessor’s Number  USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
33/41 Marion

MassacHUSETTS HisTtoricAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD Town
BosToN, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Rochester

Place (neighborbood or village)
Cushman Road Area

Photograph

(3" x 3" or 3-1/2" x 5" black and white only) Label photo on
back with town and property address. Record film roll and
negative numbers here on the form. Staple photo to left side of

Address 87 Jason's Lane

Historic Name Sherman Homestead

L _»nt Residential/ 3 Apartments

inal Single Family Dwelling

1 nstruction Approx. 1774

' jooin found in Corner Post

olonial

Asphalt shingle

gs/Secondary Structures

Y Major Alterations (with dates) __1987

Completely renovated, Interior & Exterior

= Condition___Excellent
,%‘\
) % Moved @ no Oyes Date
o /4{
‘L R Acreage 100
Recorded by _Anna E. White Setting __Rural/Pastoral

Organization _Rochester Historical Commission

Date (mmonth/year) _June, 1999




ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [ see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the conmunity.

This 2%-story Colonial style rectangular house with side ell and its attached back ell
sits at the end of Jason's Lane. When approaching the house, it is the back of the
dwelling that comes into view. The side gable main block has a five-bay facade and

is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and consists

of a vertical wood door with wood panel surrounds and a 4-light transom. The main
body of the house is strikingly similar to the James Stewart House at 119 Dexter

Lane in Rochester. but the difference in supposed pbuilding dates would indicate

they could not have had the same builder. The timber frame sits on a fieldstonz
foundation. FExterior walls are now clapboard and roofing is asphalt shingles.

The house faces east. Originally the road continued on for several miles, crossing
the Mattapoisett River and coming out on another traveled way. This may account for
the positioning of the house. The front of the house now looks out on lush open
meadow and a tranguil natural pond.

Although the fireplaces in the main body of the house were long ago made inoperable,

the front ell contains a_beautiful worﬁ}n? fireplace with usable brick oven.
HISTORICAIL. NARRAT K[| see continuation shee

Discuss the bistory of the building. Fxplain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
the owners/occupants piayed within the community.

The early history of Rochester abounds with Sherman Families. This garticular
piece of property was part of an even bigger acreage which changed hands within
various members of Shcerman families, many, many times. A 1704 map shows a grist
and sawmill on the south side of Rounseville Road, opposite the site of the later
rRounseville Sawmill. This mill site is thought to have been on Sherman property.
Also, the same map shows extensive arca owned by John Sherman, Jr. Just which
Sherman the house was built for is not Known.

Tn 1872, Jason Braley, for whom the lane later was named, "bought at public auction
for 2,800.30 being the highest bidder part of land of Dennis Sherman agproximately
150 acres from Dernis Sherman Estate to Jason Braley By executor Issac C. Sherman.”
{Book 385 Page 274) 1t is interesting to note that Jason Braley's daughter married
A Sherman, connecting it once again to the Shermans.

John Pike bought from Jason Braley 1n 1903 John Laycock bought from Pike in 1919.
Then came several transfers between Louis Gaudette and others: Gaudette bought from
Laycock in 1925, sold in 1925 to Napolean Morin. Tn May of 1926, this went back from
Morin to Gaudette. In 1928, Gaudette sold to Thomas and Fmma Hebert.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [T see continuation sheet

Historical Society Map 1704
Plymouth County Registry Research done

by present owners, Robert and Harriett Sherman
Personal Contact with Robert and Harriett Sherman

] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement fors.

i 1195



NVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET  ‘Town Property Addiess

Rochester 87 Jason's Lane

{assaciiuseTts HistoricAL COMMISSION
{ASSACIIUSETTS ARCIIVES BUILDING Arcals)
20 MonRrrissEY BOULEVARD

0STON, MASSACLIUSETTS 02125

l'orm No.

Historical Narrative, cont.

Louis Gaudette of Acushnet bought from Laycock in 1925. Then came several
transfers between Gaudette and others: Gaudette sold to Napolean Morin, in 1925.
In May of 1926, this went back to Gaudette. Gaudette sold to Thomas & Emma Hebert
and at a later time, ownership was relinquished back to Gaudette.

Following this, Gaudette sold it to the Catholic Order of Forresters (Book 2119,
Page 150) ﬁisCatholicOrderofForr&tersheldthepromrtyforseveralyears,
but it again reverted to Gaudette for non payment of mortgage.

In 1950, Clifford L. Sherman, Sr. Purchased 130 acres including the farm house
and small barn from Gaudette. (Book 2451 Page 461)

In the mid-fifties, this farm house was converted into three apartments. During
this transformation period, a King George coin, dated 1774, was found embedded in
a corner-post. Since this was a common custom in those days, it is assumed that
the house was built about that date. The present owners have this coin in their
possession.

In 1985, these owners, Robert (son of Clifford Sherman, Sr.) and his wife Harriett
Sherman bought fram the Estate of Clifford L. Sherman Sr., approximately 65 acres

(containing the farm house and the small barn.) (Book 5921 Page 84) Previously,
CliffordSr.hadsold300fthel30acrestoJanes&AudreyReymldsqucustmet.

Clifford L. Sherman Jr. bought 35 acres of the Estate. In April, 1998, Robert and
Harriett purchased the 35 acres from Clifford L. Jr. (Book 16065, Page 33)

ﬂnrearenineotherhmspresentlmeasm'sIane,allofthenofmxﬂ:mre
recent vintage than the old farm-house. lhnyofthelnasesareonlotsfomrly
owned by Clifford Sherman, Sr. outside of the farm-house acreage that was his.
Tﬁooftheattractivetmsmttelaneareomedandocmpiedbyhisgrarﬂdaughbers
and their families, thus contimuing the Sherman connection to considerable land

in the Jason's Lane area well into the next century.

1/95
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Massachusetts Ilistorical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrisscy Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborfiood or village)

Address 16 Kings Highway

Historic Name

Ol
g ‘:'Ir’ ”//
- " IO f

i/ Uses: Present multi-family dwelling

Original multi-family dwelling

Date of Construction late 1%th c /after 1879

Source 1879 map

Style/Form No Style

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation stone

Wall/T'rim wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

QOutbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

Sketeh Map Major Alterations (with dates)

|-story. gable-roof eli

see attached map

Condition poond

Moved X no yves Date

Acreage 2.73 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back about 60-70 feet from road; accessed by
gravel drive to west; row of mature trees at front of
property

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachuseus Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.






INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 16 Kings Highway
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 60

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

16 Kings Highway is a 1%3-story, multi-family dwelling. It is an unusual local example of a double house. The building is
rectangular in plan and bas a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (south elevation) and is
three bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and consists of paired, wood doors with a single, simple
wood surround. Fenestration consists of 2/2 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood
surrounds and projecting sills. The structural system is wood frame on a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with
wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Two interior, brick chimneys pierce the roofline, one at each
end of the house at the ridge. A shed-roof wall dormer, which breaks the cornice line, is centrally located on the south roof
slope. A 1-story, gable-roof, wood-shingled ell, flanked by 1-story, shed-roof side ells, is located on the rear elevation. The
property is in good condition. There are no outbuildings associated with this property.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Although never densely populated, King’s Highway was constructed prior to 1856 (Walling 1856). It is a short piece of road
that runs through the northeast corner of Rochester, connecting the town with Middleborough to the north and Wareham to
the east.

16 Kings Highway was constructed in the late 19th century, after 1879 (1879 map). The property was occupied by Donald
Beaton, a carpenter, in 1907 (Foss 1907:126). By 1916, Donald is no longer listed, although his wife remains, along with
Barbara M. Beaton (Foss 1916:237). The 1933 directory lists Mrs. Donald Beaton, Mrs. Sarah Beaton, Angus M. Beaton,
a box maker, and his wife Jennie. The Beatons continued to reside at this address until at least 1941 (1941 map).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duanc Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns"”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Streer List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

t795  Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 16 Kings Highway
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 60

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth Counry. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing. Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854, Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbeits Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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