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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

North Rochester

| Address 118 North Avenue

Historic Name

Uses: Present commercial

Original commercial

Date of Construction early 20th c./before 1916

Source Foss 1916

Style/Form Colonial Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation poured concrete

Wall/Trim brick

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outhuildings/Secondary Structures

s

none

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story rear ell added in 3 sections (mid-20th c.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage .48 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting stone wall along north and east with woods to the

south and west

Organization The Public Archacolo gy Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachuseirs Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 86

Boston, Massachusefts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The New England Telephone property at 118 North Avenue is a L-story, Colonial Revival-style, commercial building. It is
rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, three-bay facade (north ¢levation) and is
two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and features a classical pediment and fluted pilaster
surrounds. Fenestration consists of 8/12 double-hung sash windows flanked by louvered shutters and set in rectangular
openings with simple brick lintels and sills. The building sits on a concrete foundation and is clad with brick. A brick
chimney rises from the center ridge of the roof. Attached to the main block is a long, 1-story, flat-roof rear ell that has been
added in 3 sections {mid-20th c.). The property is in good condition.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

By the late 18th and early 19th century, North Rochester had developed to include its own church, store, fulling mill, sawmill,
and iron foundry. Early residents included members of the Bisbee, Bennett, Clark, Combs, Crapo, Morton, Perkins, Pierce,
Sears, Winslow, and Wood families. North Rochester, like Mattapoisett and Marion, was a distinct community within the
larger town until the construction in 1879 of the Snipatuit Causeway, which allowed for casier access to Rochester Center
(MHC Area A) (Underhill 1997:2).

The first telephone system in Rochester was established at McGilveray’s Grocery Store at 240 Mattapoisett Road (MHC 163,
early-mid-19th ¢.), where wires were ran to customers homes so they could call in their orders (Gurney 1990:52). It was
probably shortly after this that the property at 289 North Avenue (MHC 26, 1830} served as a telephone office from the carly
1900s until 1957 (MHC Form, 289 North Avenue, 1973). By 1907, a phone company had been established at Rochester
Center (Foss 1907:144, Foss 1910:142). The New England Telephone Company Building at 118 North Avenue was
constructed in the early 20th century, prior to 1916 when it appears as the New England Telephone Company in the town
directory with Janet McCombe serving as the Chief Operator (Foss 1916:245). The property is identified on the 1969 map
as the N.E.T. & T. Exchange (New England Telephone and Telegraph Exchange). It is still occupied by the telephone
company to the present day.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907,

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. 1.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,
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Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,

Underhill, Vera Bisbee and Dianne Cannon Wood. Blessings of a Legacy. Town Bindery, East Freetown, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795  Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouwth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934, '

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts (02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

North Rochester

Address 136 North Avenue

Historic Name Thomas Swift House

Uses: Present residential/commercial

Original residential

Date of Construction ca. 1730

Source RHS files (deed research)

Style/Form Colonial/Georgian

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof wood shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

barn attached to house by 1-story hyphen; shed; playhouse

(20th c.)

Sketch Map

Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story hyphen

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 0.9 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting Jow, stone perimeter wall with a wood post and

rail fence that runs along North Avenue

Organization_The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/vear) June 1998

Follow Massaciusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this_form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Thomas Swift House at 136 North Avenue is a 2%-story, Colonial/Georgian-style, residential building. It is a typical
and relatively unaltered example of its type and period within the survey area. The building is rectangular in plan and has
aside gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (north elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary
entrance is centered on the facade and features broad, wood panel surrounds and a molded hood. Fenestration consists of
9/9 double-hung sash windows flanked by louvered shutters and set in rectangular openings with splayed wood lintels and
simple wood sills. The structural system is timber frame on a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood
shingles and the roof is covered with wood shingles. A massive brick chimney rises from the center ridge of the roof, A 1Y2-
story, saltbox-roof barn with board & batten cladding is attached to the southeast corner of the house by a 1-story, gable-roof
hyphen. A small, 1-story, shed-roof porch is located on the east elevation of this hyphen. The property is in good condition
and includes a shed and a small playhouse (20th ¢.) to the rear of the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

By the late 18th and early 19th century, North Rochester had developed to include its own church, store, fulling mill, sawmill,
and iron foundry. Early residents included members of the Bisbee, Bennett, Clark, Combs, Crapo, Morton, Perkins, Pierce,
Sears, Winslow, and Wood families. North Rochester, like Mattapoisett and Marion, was a distinct community within the
larger town until the construction in 1879 of the Snipatuit Canseway, which allowed for easier access to Rochester Center

{MHC Area A) (Underhill 1997:2),

The Thomas Swift House at 136 North Avenue was constructed around 1730 by Thomas Swift shortly after he seftled in
Rochester and bought a parcel of land from Benjamin Terry. In 1750, the building was passed on to Thomas” son, Thomas
Jr. In 1793 it was passed on to Thomas Jr.’s son, James and James passed it on to his son, James Ir. James Jr. left the
property to his son, James William, who then passed it on to his sons Charles and Isaiah. By 1829, the house was solely
owned by Isaiah (RHS files). The property remained in the Swift family until 1832 when Isaiah Swift sold the property 1o
Michael Bennett who is identified as the owner on the 1856 and 1879 maps. The Bennett family were early settlers in North
Rochester and had a house at 339 North Avenue (MHC 27. 1725). Mary E. Bennett spent the early years of the 20th century
at this address, until ca. 1916 when she moved into the Bennett House at 339 North Avenue (MHC 27, 1725), where Henry
Harrison Bennett lived (Foss 1916:237). In 1926 the property was occupied by a farmer named Emest Cleminshaw (Foss
1926:198). Cleminshaw continued to reside at this address, along with his wife, Mabel M., until at least 1941 (1941 map).
By 1971, the house stood derelict until Reginald Cobb bought the property and completely restored it. During the restoration
process, a well was discovered under the kitchen and incorporated into the new design. The kitchen floor was laid with
bricks, a fireplace was repaired, and 12/12 windows were also replaced during this process. Currently, David and Barbara
English own and operate the property as a residence and gift shop (RHS files; List of Residents 1997)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.
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Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Maricn Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, MIC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachuseits Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Underhill, Vera Bisbee and Dianne Cannon Wood. Blessings of a Legacy. Town Bindery, East Freetown, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795  Rachester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969 Town of Rochester, Massachuseits, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

---——--  Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

PHOTOGRAPHS

Community:
Rochester

Area(s)

Property Address:
136 North Avenue

Form No,
87



MHC. No. g7
136 North Avenye

29

Y

w_’k"r“‘l-so;““
o A

‘R‘WHR
u![‘.‘ :;:,1; 3 Saa T8 ’

¥ 1330F

Eﬁ I.M—Amg

e

o) ®

[ 254

288 &

1ic 37080

FETRFV

4
.-
N

R}



FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
L 45/16 ] IAssawompset Poncﬂ L | 88, 89 1

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborliood or village)

North Rochester

Address 171-173 North Avenue

Historic Name E. Briggs/Reynolds House

Uses: Present residential

Original_residential

Date of Construction early-to-mid-19th c,

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form No Stvie

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation fieldstone

Wall/Trim clapboard, wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

1 1/2-story barn (MHC 89, late 19th c.)

Sketch Map

Major Alterations (with dates)
1 [/2-story building (mid-19th ¢.) connected bv a 1-bay
see attached map hyphen
Condition fair
Moved X no yes Date
Acreage 3.95 acres
Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setfing _set back from road about 100 feet and surrounded

by grass, trecs, and shrubs; woods to north, cast,

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

west; accessed by a dirt drive

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusens Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 171-173 North Avenue
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The E. Briggs-Reynolds House at 171-173 North Avenue is a 2-story, residential building. It is a modest example of a 19th-
century farmhouse updated in the late 19th century with an Italianate-style porch. The building is rectangular in plan and
has a side-gable roof. The main block has an asymmetrical, five-bay facade (south elevation) and is two bays in depth. The
primary entrance is offset on the facade and consists of wood door with flanked by sidelights. Fenestration consists of single
and paired, 1/1 and 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood lintels and sills. The
structural system is timber frame on a fieldstone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with clapboard and wood shingles
and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the west elevation of the main block is a [-bay hyphen that
connects to a 1'4-story, gable-roof building (mid-19th c.) set on a fieldstone foundation. This attached building may have
been an outbuilding moved up and attached to the house in the late 19th century. It appears on the 1936 map in its present
location. Brick chimneys are located on the exterior end of the main block and the center ridge of the attached building. A
1-story, open, full facade porch extends across the south elevation and features a hip roof, slender supports, and carved
brackets. The property is in fair condition and also includes a 1%-story , gable-roof barn (MHC 89, late 19th c.) that sits on
a raised wood pier and stone foundation to the northwest of the house and north of a small pond.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued}

By the late 18th and early 19th century, North Rochester had developed to include its own church, store, fulling mill, sawmill,
and iron foundry. Early residents included members of the Bisbee, Bennett, Clark, Combs, Crapo, Morton, Perkins, Pierce,
Sears, Winslow, and Wood families. North Rochester, like Mattapoisett and Marion, was a distinct community within the
larger town until the construction in 1879 of the Snipatuit Causeway, which allowed for easier access to Rochester Center
{MHC Area A) (Underhill 1997:2),

The E. Briggs-Reynolds House at 171-173 North Avenue was constructed in the early-to-mid-19th century, before 1856,
when E. Briggs lived there (Walling 1856). By 1879, the Reynolds family began its long association with the house which
lasted for almost 100 years. 8.D. Reynolds lived there in 1879 (1879 map), followed by Edward E. Revnolds, a poulterer,
in the early 20th century. Edward remained there from as early as 1903 until 1926 (Foss 1903, 1926). Also at this address
were Everett L. Reynolds, a farmer, and his wife Nellie. Everett continued to reside there until at least 1969, foillowed by
Kenneth Reynolds (1969c map; Rochester Historical Commission). Currently, the property is occupied by Dale Barrows
(Rochester Historical Commission).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Comnmittee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Martapoisett, Massachusets.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyaities of Old New England. Putlished by the author, Rochester,
MA, nd.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.
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Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns", New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Comunission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Personal Communication, Judith Gurney, June 1998.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Underhill, Vera Bisbee and Dianne Cannon Wood. Blessings of a Legacy. Town Bindery, East Freetown, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society,

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Enginecring Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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North Rochester
Congregational Church
North Avenue
Massachusetts Historicai Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard D 24

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Historical Narrative

The North Rochester Congreeational Church (MHC 24, 1841) is historically significant for its long
association with the development of retigious and social life in the area of North Rochester. North
Rochester was a distinet community with its own church, store, and miils. The church is the only building
in the area that has not been converted to a private home. [t early association with the larger parish which
included Lakeville, Freetown, and Middleboro shows an even broader community. Architect Solomaon K.
Eaton designed the typical New England Greek Revival style church building. Mr. Eaton was responsible
for similar style churches buiit at Rochester Center, Mattapoisctt, Warcham, and Marion. After twenty
years of inactivity the church has been restored, 2 basement added, and it is still serving the spiritual needs
of the area,

Although the present North Rochester Congregational Church (MHC 24, 1841) was built in 1341, history
of the North Rochester Church dates back to 1748, when a controversy between Neah Sprague and Rev.
Timothy Ruggles, pastor of the First Congregational Church at Rochester center, resulted in the
establishment of a separate poll parish- church and state being interlinked in Massachusetts at this time
with Congrepationalism as the official religion. The Rev. Thomas West, a Martha’s Vineyard native,
became the first pastor in 1753. Services were held in a tiny building located next to the Old Parish
Cemetery (MHC 804) on Braley Hill Road approximateiy one mile west of the present location. Rev. West
served until 1781. When he died in 1790 he was buried in the Old Parish Cemerery. Because of the
approach of winter the siructure was hastily built on November 17, 1748, “with the exertion of many men
aided by some West [ndia rum as the custom of the times demanded” {as noted n an excerpt from a
sublished account of the North Rochester parish). After being used as a place of worship for little more
than forty vears, the building was torn down.

A territorial parish of North Rochester was incorporated in 1791 with legal papers signed in the House of
Representative on March 21, 1793 by house president, Samuel Phiilips and David Cobb Spkri and
approved by Gov. John Hancock on March 22, 1793, in 1791, a second meetinghouse was built on the site
where the present church stands.The Reverend David Gurney was the second minister, 1791-1793. He 1s
mentioned only brietly in church records with reference to the baptism in September 1791, of Marcus and
Poily Morton, son and daughter on Nathaniel and Polly Morton. The record is of notable interest since
Marcus Morton. horn in the Middleboro part of the precinct became Governor of Massachusetts.
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Architectural Description

The North Rochester Coneregational Church (MHC 24. 1841) is an excellent example of the Greek Revival
style as applied to ecclesiastical architecture. The building is rectangular in plan and bas an and-gable roof
and a rectzngular bell tower that sits on the ridge at the {ront of the building. It has a symmetrical three-bay
fagade (south clevation) and is three bays in depth. The building is notable for its recessed panel
cornerboards, and a double classical entablature that runs underneath the cornice line. The front gable
pediment has narrow horizontal bands to form the triangle. The primary entrance, centered on the fagade, is
comprised of paired wood-panel doors with wood pilasters on cach side. The entrance is approached by
steps with woeden rails and a wooden handicap access ramp that extends across the front to the east side of
the building. This door enters into a narrow vestibule, which has two doors into the sanctuary. The interior
is typicaily simple with plaster walls, the original pews and a raised platform at the north end of the
sanctuary. Fenestration consists of double, 18/18 double hung sash windows set in rectangular openings
with simple wood surrounds. One pair of windows is on each side of the front door and three paired-
windows are located on the east and west sides of the church, Wall surfaces are clapboard. A narrow brick
chimney sits at the rear of the asphalt shingled roof. Tn 1993 the building was moved about 15 feet to the
west onto a concrete foundation. This foundation provides a full basement with kitchen facilities and a
meeting hall. A secondary entrance on the northwest corner of the basement provides handicapped access
to the basement. The only other alteration is a stairway inside in the southeast corner which provides
access to the basement. The bell tower has louvered openings and a classical entablature supported by
three square posts at each corner. There is a driveway across the front with an area of grass near the strest
with a rail fence and signpost. There are parking areas to the east and west of the church. The setting is
rural. The church is about 20 feet to the north of North Avenue and is surrounded by woods on three sides.
A granite stone wall defines of boundaries of the property on the east, north and west. Having recently
undergone extensive restoration, the building is in excellent condition and maimntains a high degree of
integrity. Restoration of the bell tower is planned in the near future.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Criteria Statement Form.

&5
Checle ail thay apply:
%! Individually eligible T3 Fligible onfyin a historic district
00 Contributiig to a potential historic distriet 3 Potental historic districr

Criterja: HA OB ®C O©D

Criteria Consideradons: A OB COC OD OFE OF 4G

Seatement of Significance by _ Rochester Historical Commission
The criteria that arve checked in the above sertions must be Fustified bere.

The North Rochester Congregational Church is locally significant
as. an excellent example of the Greek Revaval style as applied

to ecclesiastical architecture. It is historically significant
for its long association with the development of religious and
secial life in the area of North Rochester. The North Rochester
Congregational Church possesses "integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association -and
meets criteria A and C of the NRHP.
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Tae following paragraphs ou religion were copied from the memoits of Abraham
Holimes who was bon June 9, 1754 as writien by kin in the carly 1800s,

Frow page 7 -8
“longregationatism was the prevailing and siviost wniversal %’Piﬁg‘i@ﬂ of this past of
the conntry. To be & Bepiist or a Gnaker was consideted 1o be 2 wark of disgrace, end
OPerRied a8 8 perstrintion to public office; and in 1769 when Walter %p@mm who
attende zj:@ Cuaker Mﬁmm@ was chosen 4 Commsitee amﬁ Tbr. Buibmsn wot long afier
was chosen 1o preach the election serrnen, they were considerad as wonderfl avents, F
wWas with grest c:il.hg;@migr & Baptist or & Quaker, a@pﬁamzﬁy 2 Baptist, could gat exonerated
from mwﬂ? inxes to the Parish Minister to snppeit e W grship from which hie
Hetasly umsejﬁaﬁ. As to Methodists, the so numeross now, they wore then
The great | r“dv of the Congregationulists at that time were gonerally the
£ Arminins; the Daptists then were weiversally of the Calvinistic faith. A Mr.
& "Hﬁﬂz‘*g”‘“ o S wasy, was the first Baptist Minister who vublicly svonched the
2 system As o Uniteriaes, there wers nops, gad F:ﬁn‘ym“e: had-denteq the
Trintigrian Code ¢ {eroed) be woull not have baen vonsidered as 8¢ forhuman soeiety, The
 sarae iy be sald with regard o the Unbversalists and Restorationises
sareue! Amold wasihe Srst Ministor n Rochester. s memTg house sood
i3 0 /:E%sz(ﬁ *ittle Meck, near the water where sl remoins the Sret white burving place
in E&mm where 2l the progenitors of ey Wi, by her father's side are vuried. The Mesting
House ywas small snd cosw, 1 think, 26 pounds. I was sold sBerwards and made two com

t
oy w i

z
o
=]
b=
ot

-%lz revords of My, Amolds seitioment or death are lost. A Meeting Hounse was
budli sferwards at dhe SE of ¥ 0r. Maskell's bars, a2 what time | low aol. Mr. Timod hy
Ruggﬁm w1728 was settled the second Mindster, and & maoeting house built sbout § or 8
rods in fromt of T, Haskelfs house. The town was then an entirs parish. Whether the
Fonse was bulls before or sfer Mr. Rugples was settled | know ao - 1760 or 61,

) r.*‘

.

Mieets
Tthink the former. Tthink the present Mesting Ei@w&; was built and the old one cut down
#nd mads oio 5 Town P@T s5¢. When the new Towan Houss was bunilt i 1871, the old one

was isken down and the part oo the west side of iy Greas Gate was made of one of the
posts of that old Town Hm,&a which prodabity built 120 years ago and the post is ogk and

suilt soumd, ¥ shell keep it as long as | can, probably #will now outlast me.
* Listde Meck "aﬁﬁ g in Marion
*% Dy, Haskef's fwa;esw Center

The follewin taken Sow page 105 - vhe section -aa’f}@&'w Memoirs of the Holmes Family
Diesigned for Bathsheba Holmes {Abrabam”s daughien

Notes on one Iszec Holmes, A blacksmich,
“Ha was ons that joined with Esg. Noak Spesgue and yeur Great Grandiather =

Blackwell n fmmmg the T Parish st the northwest part of the tovn. &1 the time he died,
the Mesting House steod on what was still called Mosting Fouse FAIL Just iz the edge of



Rochesier, berween where the Tripps live and where Jobn Nye i« formerly Jived and died.
There he was bunied, but 2 prondse was made to i, that if ever the Meeting House was
moved 55 was :mm@hy probable, that he shouid bs oved “aiso. This promise never
portormed and there are et two soitary graves.”
“Uigmen (Isazc) died abous the year 17
presched ”%mrﬁ tho' he never was seitled there "

747, when o mimster by the namoe of Peli

FROM PAGE 111 on North Rochester Parish

i 1762 the parish bhegan 1o detetiordie.  "The Ashieve one and all, John Amold,
Joseph Samson, Elasthan Hathaway, Descon Macomber and my ***father ioft the Parish
and ambraczd the Baptist pfmiglea and finslly one went off after the olher (il the Parish
became & mere skeleton and in order to prevent @'s total annibilation, the remsinder
petitioned the lagislature 1o ncorporate 3 territorial precinet by meter and band (it was
betore a poll parish A which was done) The teritory taken together would be a respectable
precind, but a large ngiority of the whabitams are of difforent refigious opinions and it is
goubifl 1 over settles another Congrogational Minister.”

*Lai »?o i }W% N orih Rochestsr Congrogational
BACE
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‘ORM B - BUILDING

vassacHuseTTs Historicar Commission
viASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BULDING

120 Morrissey BOULEVARD

JosToN, MassacHuseTTs 02125

*hotograph

3"x 3%or 3-1/27 x 5" Hack and white unly) Latel phato on
& F with roum and property address. Record filwe roll wid
regative numbers bere on the form. Stapee pboto to left sade of

Hip o

Research-Judith Jenney Gurney
tecorded by Written-Susan M. LaFleur

Irganization Rochester Historical Society

£ Historical Commission
date [monthfyear) Jan. 1999

Amyessor s fyumber L5025 4 rasd Aresis) Farm Mumber
44/31 nipatuitl H | 134
Town _ Rochester

Place {neighborbood or village) Bisbee Corner

Horth Rochester

Address 515 Horth Avenue

Historic Name Ithamer Coombs House

—_—— e

Ithamer Coombs

becondary Strocrures _Garage

Major Alverations (onrh dates)

KEitchen Ell very early

2nd addition to front

in early 19008

Condidon _Good

Moved X no

“lyes Dare =

Acreage_ NOW_about 3 1/4 acres

Sertng Set back about 50' from road




BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION . [ see continuation sheet
Describe aychitectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of otber Lusldings within the community.
‘ A basic four (4) room cape with an attic room at each gable. The foundation is of
field stone with a cap of rough cut stone. The structure is unusual in that it is not built
with the usual frame but is made of 2" osk planking set into 13" x 13" beams at head and
foot.
Tnside - The ridgepole is set cornerwisc and is 3" x 4", Purlins are 3" x 4" opk.
Rafters are 5 x 61/2 at the bottom and taper to 4 1/2 x 5 at the top. They are 6-7 12 f1.
on center. Floor joists, mostly ozk, are flattened on one side with the bafk remaining on
the other. All of the framing s pegged with trec nails and hand wrought nails are found
throughout. Sills of both oak and pine vary in size from 7x10 to 7x7". _
Outside - Exterior walls are 2 1/2* oak planking up to 16" wide. They have round
edges set vertically into the sill and cap. The cap measures 11 x 6 1/2. Notable, the 2nd
story gable ends overhang the st story by about 5" due to the way in which the wall
planking is set into the plate. Other homes with this detail are found in Assonet Village
and So. Middleboro. ‘

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE T see continuation sheet

Discuss the bistory of the building. Explam its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
the owners/oecupants played within the cmmunity.

In 1704 the towns proprietors brought one Anthony Coombs, a blacksmith, from
Sandwhich to work in the town. He was given a parcel of land, as his, with the stipulation
that he remain and work for 7 vears. This land was near Mary's Pond, an area known as
Saliard's Hill. Ithamer Coombs was his seventh child and fourth son. Bom in Rochester in
1704. He wed Hannsh Andrews in 1731 and later moved to what is known as North
Rochester. This move was quite likely do to a squabble with the church. In 1744 Tthamer
purchased Lmnd from Stephen Andrews, his father-in-law and built his home. The land was
part of the property purchased from Tuspaquin, Black Sachem of the Assawampsctt and
later divided into lots. Lot Number 5 was, originally 7 or more acres, was sold to Stephen
Andrews sometime after 1717 (Bk.19, pg. 76). Ithamer purchased a piece of this in 1744
(Bk.39, Pg.13).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES - T see continuation sheet

Judith Tenncy Gurney - previous owner - Author Tales of Old Rochester’ Gatewsy Press,
Tnc. Baltimore, MD. 1990

1854 - 1704 - Rochester Historical Society- hand drawn maps

1856 - Town of Rochester, Plymouth County - Henry Francis Walling

"Mattapoiseit & Oid Rochester', The Grafton Press, New York 1907

— Recommended for listing in the Natonal Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statemens form.



TORM B -BUILDING Assessar’s Mumber  USGS Quad Area{s} Form Number
44731 $nipatuit H 134

viAassACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
VIASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
' 20 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD Town __Rochester

308TON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 Place (neighborbood or village) Bisbee Corner

North Rochester

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION con't

The interior walls are vertical wide boards with plaster and
lath on each side. Originally there were no ceilings, only the
bottom side of the upstairs floors. Whitewashed beams still bear
traces of smoke. The attic rooms and one downstairs have ship lapped
pine floor boards measuring up to 18" wide.

Doors very in style, Most of the hardware in the home does not
appear to be original., Of the windows, only one 12 cover 12 remains
that may be original to the house.

The fireplaces no longer exist, only the frames. One of these
has fine "pencil work" detailing. The original chimney is gone, but
was direct center. A 40" gap remains in the ridgepole.

The kitchen addition has very old HL hinges and latches, These
are attached with hand wrought nails.

A note of some interest - the home lacked indoor plumbing
until 1954,

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE con't

Ithamer's son Caleb and his wife Hannah Bisbee, whose brother
was Hopestill Bisbee Jr., retained ownership. It is fcr the Bisbee
family that the area is named. The property remained in the Coombs
family for three generabtions ending when the land was sold to
Isaac Vincent in 1819 (Bk.137,Pg. 99). Successive owners were:
George Gerrish, Charles E. Hooper, Esg., Luke & Abigail Perkins,
Clarence Maxim, George & Annie Maxim, James & JUdith Gurney and
now John Bernier & his family.






FORM B - BUILDING

Assessor's number

USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

[ 256,12 ] | Snipatuit Pond | [

| 90-92 j

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives F acility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Sketch Map

sce attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/dayivear) June 1998

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 707 North Avenue

Historic Name G. M, Maxim House

Uses: Present residential/health care

Original residential

Date of Construction ca. 1860

Source Walling 1856/ 1879 map

Style/Form Greek Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation granite, fieldstone (ell and barns)

Wall/Trim clapboard

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

1 1/2-story barn (MHC 91, late 19th c.); 1-story shed: 1 1/2-

story barn (MHC 92, mid-19th C.) Across street

Major Alterations (with dates)

1 1/2-story ell (late 19th c.):; 1-story el

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 62 acres

Setting set back from road about 50 feet; grass, trees,

shrubs; paved drive; bordered by woods and

agricultural fields

Foilow Massachuserts Historical Commission Survey

Manual for instructions Jor completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 707 North Avenue
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 90-92

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The G. M, Maxim House at 707 North Avenue is a 1Y%-story, Greek Revival-style, residential building. It is a typical
example of its type and period within the survey area. The building is rectangular in plan and has a front-facing gable roof.
‘The main block has an asymmetrical, three-bay facade (south elevation) and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance
is offset on the facade and consists of a 2-light wood door topped by a classical entablature. Fenestration consists of single
and grouped, 2/2 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with molded lintels and simple sills. The structural
system is timber frame on a granite foundation while the ell and barns rest on fieldstone foundations. The exterior walls are
clad with clapboard and the roof'is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the main block isa 1V4-story side ell (fate 19th
c.) that includes a l-story, flat-roof, enclosed porch on its south elevation with Doric columns and simple wood rails.
Attached to this side ell is a 1-story, flat-roof ell. A hip-roof wall dormer pierces the west slope of the main block and a shed-
roof dormer extends from the south slope of the side ell. Brick chimneys are located on the east slope of the main roof and
north slope of the side ell. Other notable exterior architectural features include cormerboards and cornice returns. The
property is in good condition and also includes two small sheds, a 1%-story barn (MHC 91, late {Sth ¢.) that stands to the
northwest of the house, and 1%-story, side-gable barm (MHC 92, mid-19th c.) with a shed-roof ell that sits across the street.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Very little development occurred in North Rochester until the late 18th and early 19th centuries when the area grew into a
small settlement node with its own church, store, fulling mill, sawmill, and iron foundry. Early residents included members
of the Bisbee, Bennett, Clark, Combs, Crapo, Morton, Perkins, Pierce, Sears, Winslow, and Wood families. Separated from
the town center until the construction of the Snipatuit Causeway in 1879, North Rochester, like Mattapoisett and Marion, was
a distinct community within the larger town (Underhill 1997:2).

707 North Avenue was constructed ca. 1860, between 1856 and 1879, when G.M. Maxim is shown as occupant (Walling
1856; 1879 map). The barn (MHC 92, mid-19th ¢.) on the south side of the street may actually pre-date the house as it
appears on the 1856 map and is identified as belonging to P.B. Clark. The Maxim family had several houses in the area,
including one at the Bisbee Corner Area (MHC Area H) and one to the north. George Alden Cowen (1873-1963), a foreman,
lived at 707 North Avenue along with his wife Annie Bishup Maxim (1872-1959) in the early 20th century (Foss 1916, 1933).
In 1936, the property is identified as belonging to Annie Cowen, who probably remained there until her death in 1959, By
1969, the property was identified as the George Cohen fsic] Estate (1969c map). Today, the property is part of the Annie
Maxim Home for the Elderly complex (Rochester Historical Commission).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts, The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Mavion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts,
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyaities of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, nd.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc.,, Baltimore, MD, 1990,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 707 North Avenue
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Farm No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 90-92

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County, J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Personal Communication, Judith Gumey, June 1998,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Underhill, Vera Bisbee and Dianne Cannon Wood. Blessings of a Legacy. Town Bindery, East Freetown, MA, 1997,

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester, A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

----——- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard
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Community:
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- FORM B - BUILDING ; In Area no. Form no,
. 8 s . ?‘ . ‘ :ji_\— ) -
‘MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION o ned
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston for . 2]
ST T T T s s s 1. Town Hochester .
! Bes—— -
Reifle Hoyse Address.ﬁ“ Perry Lane
i
Name: John Hamxell nouze
{
Present use home
1
' DPresent owner Mras, Wm,Heiffel
' 3. Description:
' Date l6yy
! Source Haskell Family Genec.
Fly. Uo.Keziatry o7 LCesds —
! Style Colonial "Mansion® house
4. Map. Draw sketeh of building location Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and
- other buildings. Indicate north, Exterior wall fabric wood shingles
Outbuildings (deseribe)
Other features
Altered _Date
Moved . Date
5. Lot size-
L.ess than one acre Qver one acre x
Approximate frontage 7 B
Approximate distance of building from street
20!
DC NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACGE 6. Recorded by JWd1th J.Gummey
USGS Quadrant . -
Organization H19%torical Comm.,Rocheate:
MHC Photo no.
. Date June 26,1973
{over)

JUN 301973



7. Ofigi}:iall owner (if known) John Hasl{ell On _}.a'xd bought for him by his motber befor
o ——he-—eamfef—agﬁ/
home

Ori ginal use

Subsequent nses (if any) and dates  hapse

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
" The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication . Military Humanitarian X ?
Community development Political Transportation '

9, Historiczi_l Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
One of the very oldest noumes in Ine ¢rea,ofr the maln roads,rarely
‘aaon,unnit Dy vandals,and in nearly ariginal condition.its conatruction
18 almost exactily that of the danes Stewart house ,(Area A,form Y)
The lane on which 1t stands was once & mair 8tage route from -Dartmout:
1o the Cape gnd to Plymouth,-but 1t 1s now 8 barely paasable dirt lane,
Local residents often refer to this housa &3 Tthe "Paine® house,due to
the fac't that John Hgaaskell =0l3 to s ﬁrs Jdsne Paline,who lived there

many Years,dying there at the age or 101,

10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) .

Proprietors Records
Haskell Family Geneology _ AR o

3/73



FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives F acility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 98 Perry Lane

Historic Name John Haskell House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction 1699

Source MHC B Form 1973/ 1969a nmap

Style/Form Colonial

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation fieldstone

“ \mm‘ ! ; 3 Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

shed (early 20th ¢.)

=

Sketch Map

Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story rear ell (19th e.); 1 1/2-story gambrel-roof ell

sce attached map

Condition_fair/good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 2.28 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back about 30 feet from road; sits

.. ] i t ; . trees, shrubs;
Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. perpendicular to road; grass, trees, shrubs

cranberry bogs across road
Date (month/day/year) Tune 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Comprission Survey Manual for instructions Jfar completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 98 Perry Lane
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 21

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The John Haskell House at 98 Perry Lane is a 2%-story, Colonial-style, residential building. Constructed in 1699, it is one
of the oldest remaining Colonial period buildings in Rochester and is similar in style and vintage to the James Stewart House
at 119 Dexter Lane (MHC 9, ca.1690). The main block is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The symmetrical,
five-bay facade faces north and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and has typical
Colonial style wood panel and pediment surrounds. Fenestration consists of 9/9 and 12/12 double-hung sash windows set
inrectangular openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system is timber frame on a fieldstone foundation. The
exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. One massive brick chimney is
located at the center ridge of the main block and another at the ridge of the rear ell. Attached to the rear of the main block
is a 1-story, end-gable ell (19th c.) set on a stone foundation. A 1Y-story, gambrel-roof ell set on a stone foundation is
located on the west elevation. The property is in fair condition and also includes a small, 1-story, gable roof shed (early 20th

c.).

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Perry Lane was once a main stage route from Dartmouth to Cape Cod and Plymouth. The John Haske!l House at 98 Perry
Lane was constructed in 1699 by John Haskell. The property is identified as that of John Haskell on a 1704 map of Rochester
(1969a map). According to deed research done by the Rochester Historical Commission at the Plymouth County Registry
of Deeds, Haskell’s mother had purchased the land for him when he was young. Haskell sold the property to Mrs. Jane Paine
who lived there for many years, before dying there at the age of 101 (MHC B Form, John Haskell House:1973). The Paine
family remained at this address until the early 20th century (Foss 1903:38). G. Payne resided there in 1856 (Walling 1856)
and by 1879, J. Payne lived there (1879 map). James E. Payne, who ran a grist mill on Tremont Street {which runs from
Marion Road at Marion Village to High Street), along with Miss Louisa Payne, is listed there in 1903 (Foss 1903:38). Itis
unclear who lived there next since there are no Paynes in subsequent directories and the 1936 and 1941 maps do not label
the property. By 1969, the house was occupied by W. Reifel (1969¢ map).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Lovaities of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Form, John Haskell House, 1973.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,
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Rochester 98 Perry Lane
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 21

Bostonr, Massachusetts 02125

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.
Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps
1795
1830
1856
1879
1803
1936

1941

1969a
1969b
1969¢

Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET  Tows Property Address

Rochester 98 Perrys Lane

Massacriuserrts Historcar CoMMISSION
MassACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 Monnrissey BOULEVARD - o/
Bosron, Massacuusetrs 02125

Area(s) Form No.

1998 Up-date of the John Haskell House

The present cwner of this very cld home near Mary's Pond, Winfred D. Lewis,
has added two decks to this house, one on zach floor, and_ a solarium on the
second floor with a room added under it to support it. Mr. Lewis, an artist,

uses the solariwm as his studio.

1/95
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MASSACHUSE TTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION /o e "
CGifice of the Secretary, State House, Boston ]
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4. Map, Draw sketch of building locaion
in relation to nearest cross streets and.
other buildings, indicate north.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
_ USGS Quadrant '

: _- “leC_Ph_QtO_ no.
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Arc hitect
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5. Lot size:
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)e_scription:
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FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's Number _USGS [_ggm_
E;;:: | I

MassacHuseTTs HisToRICAL COMMISSION 34/1 138
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 Morrissey BouLEVARD Town Rochegter

BosToN, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Place (meighborbood or village) ashlew Corner

Address 247 Rounseville Rd,

Historic Name Bishop Ashley House

Uses: Present_Home

COriginal __Home & Blacksmith Shop
Date of Construction 1827

Source Descendants of builder

Style/Form_Full cape
Architect/Builder Halter Spooner Church
Exterior Material:

Foundation

Outbuildings/Secondary Strucrures Shed/cottage,

barn/garage, greenhouse, outhouse

Major Alteratons (wieh dates)

small entry in rear

f
b
= Condition__go0d
Mre g
x I 2y
H:::h Jr n Buicviy hans Mowsd 00 e Dete
z Acreage
Recorded by Martha Fearing Setting _Rural, farm land

Organizavon Rochester Historical commission

Date (month/year) _Aug. 1999

|
L



BUILDING FORM

ARCHIT ECTURAL DESCRIPTION (I see continuation sheet
Deseribe architectural features. Evaluate the chavacteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the communiry.

A 1 1/2 story full cape (of the federal style).It is rectangular with a

side gable roof. The five bay facade with the primary entrance has 2/2
double hung windows with simple wood surrounds. the home also has 6/6

double hung windows. The primary entrance has a 4 light transom supported by
pilasters and wood panel surrounds. It is a timber framed home set on a

foundation of granite mixed with concrete aggregate. A chimney rises from
the socuth slope of the roof.

The property also includes an outhouse to the east, a 1 1/2 story board
and batten, front gable barn/garage (early 20th century; a front gable
shed/cottage (late 19th century). This was for a time used as a home.
There is also a greenhouse.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X see continnation sheet

Discuss the bistory of the building, Fxplain its associations with Jocal {or state) bistory. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
the qwnersloccupants played within the community.

The home was constructed in 1827 by Walter Spooner Church when he was 18 years old
for Bishop Ashley, a blacksmith whose shop was also at this sight. Church built several
other houses i the area. One, when he was 20, at 267 Rounseville Rd.(ROC #142) was
for Sammuei W, Davis, not as reported elsewhere (Area I, Bowen's Lane ) for William
Davis. W. Davis was also reported as Church's father-in-law. Not so. His name was
William Reed. Another home, at 259 Rounsevilie Rd. (ROC #140), was built by Walter at
the age of 21. _

The 1856 Walling map shows Ashiey to be at this sight and his blacksmith shop
Just northeast of the house. Set at the crossroads that became known as Ashley Corner the
shop served the nearby mills and farms and was a hub of the local community. What
became of the business is unknown but the 1865 Mass. State Census shows Bishop Ashley
living at the Alms House on Bowen's Lane, a pauper. He died March 1870 at age 84..

JIBLIGGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES U see comtinuation sheet

Family Bible, pictures and neighbers recollections

Rochester, Wareham, Marion and Mattapoisett Directory 1903-04
1865 State Census :

1856 Walling Map

L, C. Humphrey notes

1942 obituary for brother Francis Rounseville

PAL,Inc. of R.I. Town survey
Rochester Vital Records

2 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a compleved National
Register Criteria Statement form. '



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Rochester

247 Rounseville Rd. L
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Areals)  Form MNo
I 139

Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Mormissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

HISTORICAL MNARRATIVE entinued

By 1879 Alden Rounseville Jr. owned the property. Not Albert Rounseville (no Jr.
as noled in PAL, Inc. report Area 1 ) who was Alden's then 8 year old son. Alden
Rounseville was a Rochester Selectman for 12 years. He also operated Rounseville's Saw
Mill (MHC HA #6) which continued to be run by members of the family until 1964. His
son Albert later owned the home as stated in a 1900 deed from Alden Rounseville Ir. to
his son Francis Rounseville The 1903-04 Directory shows Albert, also a Selectman, and
his wife Catherine and son Ralph living on Locust {as that end of Rounseville Rd. was
known) at the comer of Vaughan Hill Rd. Afbert Rounseville also worked as a Chief
Probation Officer of the Probate Court of Plymouth and Norfolk Counties. The family
later moved to Catherine's former home in Rochester Center (Stephen Winslow House,
Roc.#5). Albert continued to own the property and in the years around 1925 1o 1932
rented it out in the summer 10 several New Bedford families. Sometime around 1933 &t
was rented full time until after 1940, The PAL report says Albert returned to this address
about 1936 to at least 1941, This is incorrect. He continued to own the home but did not
live there. Albert passed away Nov. 1951 st the age of 70. The property was deeded to
Manuel Rosa June 3, 1946, then to Walter and Benjamin LeValley Sept. 10, 1973, and
later to Benjamin LeValley Oct. 2, 1974. Cervelli bought the property Oct. 17, 1994, The
home is occupied now and Cervelli runs a farm stand out of the barn behind the house
which is on Vaughan Hill Rd. 'D:u*--F alon sume and anerates the farm at 386 Vaughan
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BUILDING FORM

ARCMCTURAL DESCRIPTION O see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in tevms of other buildings within the community.

This is a 1 1/2 story home with a rectangular plan and a frontfacing
gable roof. The main block has a two bay facade and is three bays in
depth,.The primary entrance is offset on the facade and within an
entrance porch. Fenestration consists of 2/2 double hung windows

with molded lintels and simple wood sills. The structure is of wood
frame set on a granite foundation. Notable is a small circular window
in the gable end of the facade. A 1 story, hip roof, full facade
entrance porch is attached to the facade as well. A brick chimney
rises from the center ridge of a rear ell addition, Note- the west
end of the porch has been enclosed while the east end features turned
posts, simple rails and lattice underpinning, Also attached to the
main is a 1 story, gable roof rear ell that includes a wood deck.
Attached to the end of the rear ell is the original three hole outhouse.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X! see continuation sheet

Discuss the bistory of vhe building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
the owners/occupants played within the community.

David W. Mendall inherited property which included the home at #267 Rounseville
Rd. {ROC #142) from his father David Mendall who was also the father of Francis
Rounseville's wife Lucy Jane. He deeded land June 3, 1892 for this homestead to Francis
Rounseville whose father Alden and later brother Albert owned the home and land to the
west (247 Rounseville, ROC #139). Francis' father, Alden Rounseville Jr., also deeded
him land east of 247 Rounseville Rd. May 12, 1900. This home was built m 1892 for
Frank and Lucy who were married Oct. 4, 1885. They remained in this house the rest of
their lives. He passed away May 20, 1942 at the age of 82 and she died Sept. 20, 1946 at
the age of 84. Upon her death her Grandnephew David M. Fearing inherited the property.
He and his family still reside there. It is interesting to note that in 107 years the home has
had only had 2 owners, both in the same family.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (1 see comtinuation sheet

Family deeds and recollections
Mattapoisett and 0l1d Rochester - Leonard & Others, Grafton Press,N.Y.

Francis Rounseville obituary 1942
Rochester Vital Records '

4 Recommended for listing in the Natonal Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement form.
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259 Rounseville Rd.
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Area(s)  Form Ne.
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me
220 Momissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachuseits 02125

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued

Town Rochester

“ﬂmuFﬂmdS“msIﬂytuﬁuuImihpmduﬂllndﬂﬁkdnuﬂhlnﬂdnrﬂﬁngenf
mcﬂlﬂWdeﬂ.ThishchglhnhnﬁhﬂuﬁphﬂhMltupniﬁm The vessel lefi
Mattapoisett June 4, 1878 on a four year vovage. Francis was two years before the mast
and two years as a boat steerer. Returning home at the age of 22 he entered his father
A&kmhsm#nﬂihmhﬂmh&nthewwmndﬁwliyuﬂaﬂhuniuwmnumdﬁxﬂmfhﬁ
whale boats produced here. He retired at the age of 50, Following his retirement he turned
to farming his land. In the Foss Directory (1903:39) he is listed as a SUrVEyor
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Date (momehfyear) _ Aug, 1999
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Town _Rochester
Place {neighborbood or village)

Address__ 257 Rounseville R4
Historic Mame  Samuel Davis Home

Uses: Present_EPrivate home

Original __Private home

Date of Construction ___1830
Source _Deeds, family records
Style/Form_Full cape - 1 1/2 story

Architect/Builder__Walter Spooner Church
Exterior Material:

Foundation _cut granite

Wall'Trim _wood shingle,
Roof _Asphalt shingles
Outbuildings/Secondary Structures _Barn

Major Alterations (with dates) Dormer, south side
cica 1917;
North side dormer -cicca 1930, also
the garage addition & living room add
ia;za to sun room circa 1940
ton Good

Moved £lno Cyes Dare

Acreage

Setting _Rural, farms




BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION U see comtinuation sheet .

Describe architectural features, Evaluate the characteristics of this building in tevens of other busldings within the community.
This home is a 1 1/2 storied Full Cape in the Federal & Greek
Revival styles. Notable for it's raised basement level and double
dormer on the facade. It has a rectangular plan with side gable roof.
The building has a five-bay facade and is two bays in depth, The
primary entrance features 5-light sidelights and a splayed wood header.
The fenestration consists of single, 6/6 double hung sash windows with
splayed wood lintels and simple wood sills.It is a timber frame
structure on a cut granite foundation. Dormers include a full facade,
double gambrel dormer and a shed roof dormer. The brick chimney rises
from the center ridge of the roof. There is a 1 story, gable roof
rear ell. On either side are 1 story, flat roof ellson stone foundations.
On the east (not west as noted in Areal) side is a raised basement
level that houses a 1-bay garage,

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ¥ ser continuation sheet : .
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its.associations with lacal (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building, and the roles)
the owners/occupants played within the community.

Walter Spooner Church built this home and barn in 1830 at the age of 21. He built
it for Sammel W. Davis ( PAL, Inc. report Area | says William Davis). Samuel is shown as
still there on the 1856 Walling map. Aug.10,1871 the home was sold to George W.
Humphrey. Sept.20, 1881 David Mendall became the owner. His Son David W. Mendali,
a poulterer, inherited the property Sept. 24, 1883. He lived here until his death in 1915.
His wife Hattie P.(Snell) Mendall inherited David's estate Oct. 13, 1915. A year later on
Dec. 4,1916 she sold to George F. Church and George W. Bumpus and moved with her
daughter Lena to Marion Rd. (PAL INC. -AREA I -Lena remained, not so). These two
men conveyed the property May 24, 1917 to Alice K. Douglas of Brockten. She remained
about 2 1/2 years remodeling the home by adding a dormer. Jan.1,1920 Sherman T.
Fearing took over ownership. He moved into the home with his mother Fannie Jane
(Sherman) m1920 ( PAL report 1933 wrong). Two years later, June 1,1922, he wed Lena
F. Mendali.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES  (J see continuation sheet

Deeds and family recollections
- PAL, INC of Rhode Island
1856 Walling map

L Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach o completed National
Register Criteria Statement form. - : : o :



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET
Property Address

267 Rounseville RAd.

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Ares(s) Foxm Ne.

I 142
Massachuseits Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued

Town Rochester

Sherman described himself as a "Yankee Tinker." He was a clock maker, clock
and watch repairer, antique dealer, fiurniture maker, etc. He rebuilt four rooms and the
front hall in the Albert & Catherine Rounseville home (ROC 5 Stephen Winslow home) in
Rochester Center. Sherman served on the School Committee, Board of Health and
Assessor in 1925. He also was a Selectman for one year, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Tax
Collector 1944-1956. Daring the time that he was Town Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector
he used the front rooms off of the piazza of his home as an office. His office was open to

the townspeople anytime, seven days a week.

The home and surrounding property are now owned by his daughter Martha
Fearing. It was her great, great grandfather Walter Spooner Church who built this home

169 years ago.
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Ne area assigned....no number assigned... A-C 39% ?
more research needed:

_ Humphrey Farm, 331 Rounseville Rd. (Alice Humphrey Chase 1997)
[cheiT
This was a working dairy farm,photo shows dairy foreground,
home background, L.C Humphrey,born 1864,1ived there and was
interested in history,thus kept notes about Rochester in his
desk. The drawers seen became full of little slips,with an answer
to somecne's question,or just a thought. He tells of the farm,
of his sister keeping chickens,of selling produce to New Bedford,
of fertilizing with fish,making charcoal,catching and drying fish,
0ld houses,people lcong gone,etc.

Barns,dairy,all gone. Golf course now occupies the fields.
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iasent, owner Humnnrey Tallman
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5. Lot size:

X
Over one acre

500

Less than one acre

Approximate frontage
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7. Oriwinal owner (if known) Job Lor,?éng

Original use +Home

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates tome,Doctor!s office circs 17¢3-

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal L Conservation Recreation

Agricultural ~ Tducation T Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ T
~The Arts settlement invention X

Commerce Industry : Social/ )

Communication Military Humanitarian X

Community development Political Transportaticn

9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Job Loring build his original house in. 1704,put conirary to
public opimion;this is8 not that house. The 1704 house burned and was
repuilt 200 feet closer to the read at about L740.°

Dy. Jemes Foster lived here circa L783. He was prominent in

Hoaton and Ain Hochester. -

Tneuphilus King,HRepreassntative toc the- General Court at Hosion
and Justice in Rochester's Court,iived herercirca 1830-40. After that

date the house was most often rented by farm workegs .

in 1940 it was bought "Dy the Farrell family,talso a Doctor),wko

restored 11 to better than new. LT lLas changed hands $wlce since,but 1t

has bsen metlculously kept.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as locai histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

L.C. Humphrey . memolrs
Abranam Holmes Memolrsa
Plymouth County Heglstry of Deeds,

3/73

P, ity
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FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
31/3 J | Marion | { ] 23

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 407 Rounseville Road

Historic Name Increase Clapp House

Uses: Present residential

Original_residential

Date of Construction 1704

Source MHC B Form 1973/ 19692 map

Style/Form No Style/ Full Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation fieldstone

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

\ ‘ € T SR ) : {2) sheds; chicken coop; garage (mid-late 26th ¢.)

k X

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

side ell (19th ¢.); rear ell (18th/19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 17.96 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back from road about 30 feet and accessed by a

gravel drive with apen fields to the east and south

Organization The Public Archaecology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/vear) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 407 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 23

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Increase Clapp House at 407 Rounseville Road is a 1%-story, residential building. One of the earliest Full Cape-type
residences in the survey area, this building is a typical example of the Cape Cod style of architecture seen throughout
southeast Massachusetts. The main block is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The building has a symmetrical,
five-bay facade (south elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and consists of
a vertical wood door befow a five-light transom with simple wood surrounds. Fenestration consists of 12/12 double-hung
sash windows and four-light storm windows set in rectangular openings with flared lintels and simple sills. The windows
in the upper story have been replaced since 1973 (MHC B Form, Increase Clapp House, 1973). The structural system is
timber frame on a fieldstone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. A massive brick chimney with a corbeled cap sits at the center ridge of the main block. Other notable exterior
architectural features include a broad frieze, cornerboards, and windows that are tucked directly below the eaves. Alterations
include a 1-story, single bay, side-gable ell (19th c.) on the east elevation and a 1-story, gable roof rear eil (foundation not
visible) with an open, shed-roof porch on its east elevation (18th-19th century). The property is in good condition and also
inciudes two 1-story sheds, a chicken coop, and a detached garage (mid-late 20th ¢.).

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rounseville Road, or Route 1035, serves as a west/east connector from Cushman Road southeast to Mary’s Pond Road, into
Rochester Center. Rounseville Road was known as the Country Road in the early 18th century (1704 Map). Following this,
and up until ca. 1936, the eastern portion of Rounseville Road, between Vaughan’s Hill Road and Mary’s Pond Road, was
known as Locust Street. This portion of the road is identified on the 1936 map as Taunton Road. The road was named for
the Rounseville family, several members of which lived along this road and operated a mill at Mattapoisett River (1879 map).

According to deed research done by the Rochester Historical Commission at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, the
Increase Clapp House at 407 Rounsevilie Road was constructed in 1704. The property appears as that of Increase Clapp on
a 1704 map of Rochester (1969a map). Increase Clapp was one of the original settlers of Rochester and served for a time
as town selectman. Among his descendants was Major Earl Clapp, a distinguished officer in the Revolutionary War
(Committee 1907:60). The property was occupied by Nathaniel King in 1856 {Wailing 1856; L.C. Humphrey 1941)and C.B.
Grinnell in 1879 (1879 map). By 1903, the property was under the ownership of Charles R. Grinnell, a farmer (Foss
1903:35). Charles died before 1910 when his widow, Deborah J., is listed there (Foss 1910:130). The 1926 directory lists
Deborah, Lucy, and Thomas Grinnell as residing on Taunton Road. By 1936, J. Stanley lived at this address, followed by
a member of the Chatficld family then the Marshalls (1941 map; L.C. Humphrey 1941). Currently, the property is occupied
by Ralph Gifford III (List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907. :

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachuserts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
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_.*;sent owner . Halph Gifford

seription;

e 1704

i Source Prop. Records

‘.yle 1% -atory. cape -

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location . 7 Architeet - -
in relation to nearest cross streets and _
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric ~wood

Outbuildings (describe) Yarage (nesw)

Other features

=%
o 7 ;
J Altered Kltchen Date LY#5T =
z
Moved ' Date
&
§ 5. Lot size:
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3 x
'§_ Less than one acre QOver one acre
Approximate frontage 250

Approximate distance of building from street
30

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Yudith J.Gurney = __
USGS Quadrant 474 .. - . :
S Quadrant 7 ez 2 : Organization Hoeh.Historical Ccxm.
MHC Photo no,
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i' Originil owner (if known) increase Clapp

O‘;t'igin:ll use 0 e
- _Subsequent uses (f any) and dates ” bome

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)
Aboriginal Counservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention "‘
Commerce Industry _ social/ ’
Communication Military Humanitarian * v
Community development _ Political Transportation

9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
- Extremely cargy ncuse,well preserved,

During restoration ,which incliuded taxiﬁg up floor-toards,
l1tems o the pilgrim era lJ.‘,..E. pewiter pbuckle). were found on hard packed
{probably prigingl) floor penegth, -

Altchen 1B modern addition,otherwise nouse is true znd carefully

preserved,
inerease Clapp was an original settler,and progenitor of sll

0f the Clapp name.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc,)

«Glapp family records,’
Ply. Co.Reglstry of Desede. Prebate  (eort Recends oo oo

'Pro_ba_te Court records {willsa)

3/73
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 407 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 23

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Humphrey, L.C. “Houses of Rochester, 1941°. Located at Rochester Historical Society.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1974,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Form, Increase Clapp House, 1973.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling,

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986,

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941, (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

196Sb  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

--—---- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates,
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FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
31/7 | | Marion | | | 93

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (rneighborhood or village)

Address 453 Rounseville Road

Historic Name Martin Rvder House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction early 19th c./before 1856

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form Federal

Architect/Builder

Exterior Matertal:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

1-story shed: outhouse (late19th-early 20th c.)

\

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story side ell (mid-19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no ves Date

Acreage 14.1 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting large, open field to west and stone wall to north;
Organization_The Public Archacology Laboratory, Inc wood post and rail perimeter fence along front of
: Y, - property

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for insiructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 453 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form Ne.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 93

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION {continued)

The property at 453 Rounseville Road is a 2'4-story, Federal-style, residential building. It is a good example of the Federal
style within the survey area. The building hasa rectangular plan and a side-gable roof. The main block has an asymmetrical,
three-bay facade (south elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is offset on the facade and is surrounded
by a classical pediment, pilasters, and 3-light transom. Fenestration consists of 12/12 double-hung sash windows flanked
by louvered shutters and set in rectangular openings with splayed wood lintels and molded sills. The structural system is
timber frame on a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. A l-story, side-gable ell (mid-19th c.) on a stone foundation is located at the northeast corner of the main block
and contains a secondary entrance on its west bay. Two brick chimneys with open caps pierce the roof slope, one at the center
ridge of the main block and one at the center ridge of the side ell. The property is in good condition and also includes a 1-
story, wood shingle shed and an outhouse (late]19th/carly 20th ¢.).

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rounseville Road, or Route 105, serves as a west/east connector from Cushman Road southeast to Mary’s Pond Road, into
Rochester Center. Rounseville Road was known as the Country Road in the early 18th century (1704 Map). Following this,
and up until ca. 1936, the eastern portion of Rounseville Road, between Vaughan’s Hill Road and Mary’s Pond Road, was
known as Locust Street. This portion of the road is identified on the 1936 map as Taunton Road. The road was named for
the Rounseville family, several members of which lived along this road and operated a mill at Mattapoisett River (1879 map).

453 Rounseville Road was constructed in the early 19th century, prior to 1856 when Martin Ryder lived there {Walling 1854).
Ryder remained at this address until at least 1879 (1879 map). Several other members of the Ryder family resided along
Walnut Plain and Ryder roads in the 19th century (Walling 1856, 1879 map). Ryder Road in the northern portion of town
takes its name from this family. Subsequent occupants were a member of the Purrington family of Mattapoisett, Zebulon
Thompson, and a member of the Hiller family (L.C. Humphrey 1941). By 1907, the property was cccupied by Harrison G.
and Arthur G. Hiller, both farmers (Foss 1907:132). Harrison died between 1907 and 1910, when his widow, Susan E., and
Arthur Hiller resided there (Foss 1910:131). The Hillers remained there until at least 1941 when Mrs. H. Hiller is identified
on the map. The Hiller family, one of the most prominent in Rochester history, also owned the extensive complex known
as East-Over Farms (MHC Area B) that extends along the eastern end of Clapp Road. There is no name associated with the
property on a 1969 map of the town, although it was sometime after Mrs. Hiller’s occupancy that Mrs. Plumb bought and
restored the building (1969¢ map; Rochester Historical Commission).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Martapoisetr and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A. E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 453 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 93

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Humphrey, L.C. "Houses of Rochester, 1941". Located at Rochester Historical Society.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughier Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA. 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Personal Communication, Barbara Besse, June 1998.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List, Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA,

" Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903,

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

196%a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

----—-- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

30/15 ] | Marion | | [ 94, 95

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (reighborfiood ar village)

Address 465 Rounseville Road

Historic Name J. S. Ryder House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction 1849

Source Humphrey 1941

Style/Form Greek Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim_wood shingle, clapboard

Roof asphalt shingle

Gutbuildings/Secondary Structures

barn (MHC 95, late 19th ¢.); shed (late 19th ¢.)

M

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

rear ell (20th c.); wood deck on east elevation (20th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage .93 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting _stone wall to east and paved drive to west

Organization The Public Archacology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for insiructions for completing this form,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 465 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 94, 95

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 465 Rounseville Road is a 1/4-story, Greek Revival-style, residential building. It is a typical example of its
type and period within the survey area and is notable for the broad, classical frieze that dominates the facade. The building
is rectangular in plan and has a front-facing gable roof. The main block has an asymmetrical, three-bay facade (south
elevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is offset on the facade and is topped by a broad, wood entablature
and flanked by wood pilasters with a four light sidelight on its east side. Fenestration consists of 1/1 replacement, double-
hung-sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood lintels and sills. The structaral system is timber frame on
a stone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles on the east and west elevations and clapboard on the
facade. The roofis covered with asphalt shingles. Shed-roof wall dormers extend from the east and west slopes of the roof.
A brick chimney rises from the west slope of the main roof. Other notable exterior architectural features include a broad
frieze, cornice returns, and cornerboards. Alterations to the main block include a 1-story, gable-roof, rear ell (20th c.) and
a wood deck on the east elevation. The property is in good condition and also includes a 1Y2-story, end-gambrel detached
barn (MHC 95, late 19th ¢.) on a stone foundation as well as a 1-story, gable-roof shed (late 19th ¢.) to the northeast.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rounseville Road, or Route 105, serves as a west/east connector from Cushman Road southeast to Mary’s Pond Road, into
Rochester Center. Rounseville Road was known as the Country Road in the early 18th century (1704 Map). Following this,
and up until about 1936, the eastern portion of Rounseville Road, between Vaughan’s Hill Road and Mary’s Pond Road, was
known as Locust Street. This portion of the road is identified on the 1936 map as Taunton Road. The road was named for
the Rounseville family, several of whom lived along this road and operated a mill at Mattapoisett River (1879 map).

465 Rounseville Road was constructed in 1849 (L.C. Humphrey 1941) for 1.S. Rider /sic] who is identified at this address
on the 1856 map. Ryder continued to live there to at least 1879 (1879 map). Severzal other members of the Ryder family
resided along Walnut Plain and Ryder roads in the 19th century (Walling 1856, 1879 map). Ryder Road, in the northern
portion of town, takes its name from this family. The property was then sold to Charles Benson (L.C. Humphrey 1941)
followed by Samuel H. Corse, a civil engineer, and his wife Lucy V. in 1933 (Foss 1933:178). The Corse family remained
there until at least 1941 (1941 map}. In 1969, the property was owned by G. Knight (1969¢ map).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafion Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetis.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Lecnard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Qld Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1950.

Humphrey, L.C. "Houses of Rochester, 1941." Located at Rochester Historical Society.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns." New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

* Tn 1969 Ceo. Knight lived next door. This property has remained in the
family of Lucy Corse, through her daughter Ellen Smith and pressntly is
owned by John Smith, her son.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 465 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Faeility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 94,95

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.
Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical

Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997,
Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps
1795
1830
1856
1879
1903
1936

1941

1969a
1969b
1969¢

Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

Map of Rechester. A.B. Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County, Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachuseits. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986,

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made Janvary 15, 1934.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1503). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 475 Rounseville Road

Historic Name Everett T. Look House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction early 20th c./before 1933

Source _Foss 1933/ visual inspection

Style/Form Bungalow

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation fieldstone

Wall/Trim_wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

shed (early 20th ¢.); garage (early 20th ¢.)

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

none

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Daie

Acreage | acre

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back from road about 30 feet

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachuselts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 475 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 96

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 475 Rounseville Road is a 1-story, Bungalow-style, residential building. It is a typical example of its type
and period within the survey area and is similar in style and vintage to 24 Marion Road (MHC 61, early 20th ¢.}). The
building is rectangular in plan and has a moderately pitched hip roof. The main block has a symmetrical, three-bay facade
{south elevation) and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and has broad, wood panel
surrounds. Fenestration consists of grouped, 1/1 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular and arched openings with
molded surrounds. The structural system is wood frame on a fieldstone foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood
shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Hip dormers project from the west and east slopes of the roof. A brick
chimney is offset on the main roof. Other notable exterior architectural features include exposed rafter ends, overhanging
eaves, and pilasters that flank the windows on the facade. The property is in good condition and also includes a 1-story shed
and a detached garage (early 20th ¢.).

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rounseville Road, or Route 105, serves as a west/east connector from Cushman Road southeast to Mary’s Pond Road, into
Rochester Center. Rounseville Road was known as the Country Road in the early 18th century (1704 Map). Following this,
and up until ca. 1936, the eastern portion of Rounseville Road, between Vaughan’s Hill Road and Mary’s Pond Road, was
known as Locust Street, This portion of the road is identified on the 1936 map as Taunton Road. The road was named for
the Rounseville family, several members of which lived along this road and operated a mill at Mattapoisett River (1879 map).

475 Rounseville Road was constructed in the early 20th century, before 1933 when Everett T. Look, a contractor, his wife
Ida, and William F. Look resided there (Foss 1933:182). The Looks have had a long association with this house, remaining
at this address throughout the 20th century up until the present day (List of Residents 1997). Earlier members of the Look
family in Rochester occupied the H. Look House at 588 Walnut Plain Road (MHC 104, mid-19th c./before 1856).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisctt. Martapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachuselts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumey, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MFC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphaberic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 475 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 96

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903,

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

1969a  Towr of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

---—-- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates,
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vlassachusetts Historical Commission
vlassachusetts Archives Facility

20 Morrissey Boulevard

joston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 493 Rounseville Road

Historic Name James Dexter House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction 1719

Source RHS files (deed research)

Style/Form Colonial/Greek Revival

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Qutbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

ketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)
1-story, shed-roof rear ell (19th ¢.); 1-story, gable-roof ell
see attached map {mid-20th ¢.)
Condition good
Moved no X _yes Date 1839
Acreage 1.29 acres
ecorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back from road about 50 feet

'rganization _The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

ate (month/day/year)_June 1998

Follow Massackuseits Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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Rochester 493 Rounseville Road
Massachusetts Historical Commissioa
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No,
220 Morrissey Boulevard 97

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The James Dexter House at 493 Rounseville Road is a 2%-story, Colonial-style residential building with Greek Revival
clements. It is a fine example of its type and period and is notable as a structure that was moved from its original site over
150 years ago. The main block is one room in depth and has a side-gable roof. The primary entrance is the central element
of a 5-bay facade. The door is flanked by 3-light sidelights and topped by a gable pediment. Fenestration consists of 2/2
double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with molded lintels and simple sills. The structural system is timber
frame on a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles.
Other notable exterior architectural features include cornice returns, a frieze, and cornerboards. Attached to the main block
is a 1-story, shed roof rear ell (19th ¢.) that extends 2 bays along the rear elevation and is one bay in depth. This shed roof
cll sits at the east end of the north elevation adjacent to a 1-story, gable-roof ell (mid-20th ¢.) addition that extends 3 bays
along the north elevation and is 3 bays in depth. One brick chimney is located on the north slope of the main block and one
concrete block chimney rises from the exterior end of the rear ell. The property is in good condition.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Rounseville Road, or Route 105, serves as a west/east connector from Cushman Road southeast to Mary’s Pond Road, into
Rochester Center. Rounseville Road was known as the Country Road in the early 18th century (1704 Map). Following this,
and up until ca. 1936, the eastern portion of Rounseville Road, between Vaughan’s Hill Road and Mary’s Pond Road, was
known as Locust Street. This portion of the road is identified on the 1936 map as Taunton Road. The road was named for
members of the Rounseville family who lived along this road and operated a mill at Mattapoisett River (1879 map).

According to deed research done at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds by the Rochester Historical Commission, the
James Dexter House at 493 Rounseville Road was constructed in 1719 on another site. The house was constructed on 7 acres
of land on Bowens Lane that James Dexter purchased from Samuel Arnold. The property was located on the south side of
Bowens Lane at the west end on land that was unoccupied in 1704 (1969a map). In his wili, James Dexter stipulated that
the property be divided between the Perry sisters, Lemuel Clark, James Perry, and Nathan Haskell. The Perry sisters sold
their share to Lemuel Clark, and by 1813, Clark sold the property to Elias Terry. In 1839, the property was sold by a Haskell
to Josiah Sparrow Jr. That same year, Sparrow bought 2 parce! of land just southeast of the Increase Clapp House at 467
Rounseville Road (MHC 23, 1704) and moved the house from Bowens Lane to the parcel on Rounseville (its present
location). Seth Morse acquired the property in the mid-19th century, and in 1882, sold it to Reverend and Emma Joplin, who
remodeled the house. In 1891 the property was mortgaged to Zebulon Thompson who in turn mortgaged it to Rufus Savory.
By 1893, the mortgage was held by Bessie Humphrey for George and Sarah Hathaway and in 1915 was passed on by
Hathaway to George B. Ashley. In 1955, the land was sold at a public auction for breach of mortgage and bought by the
Fairhaven Institution for Savings who in turn sold it to Douglas and Helen Church. In 1961 the property was sold to Clifton
and Carol Vaughn who remained there until at least 1969 (RHS files).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A. E. & Company. Residen: and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 493 Rounseville Road
Massachuseits Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 97

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Hopkinton, MA, various dates,

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, nd.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester- Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884,

Leonard, Mary Hall. “Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents, Street List: Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.,

Maps

1795  Rochester, Massachuserts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Waliling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetis Archives F acility

2290 Morrissey Baulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighboriiood or village)

Address 69 Ryder Street

Historic Name J. N Ryder House

Uses: Present residential

Original_residential

Date of Construction between 1856 and 1879

Source Walling 1856/ 1879 map

Style/Form Federal/ Fyil Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation stone

Wall/Trim asbestos shingles

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Structures

small, 1-story shed

Major Alterations (with dates)

Zable-roof dormer (20th c.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X _no yes Date

Acreage 5.83 acres

Recorded by M.K. Harrington, E. Paulus Setting set back about 30 feet at turn in road; grass, trees,
. ; ' i f 2 st
Organlzahon_lhe Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc, :{:ﬁ lzz I};{\:ffges line cast sice o Property: stone

Date (month/day/jzear) June 1998

Follow Massachuserts Historical Commission Survey Manual Jor instructions Jor completing this form,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 65 Ryder Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 98

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 69 Ryder Road is a 1%-story, Full Cape, residential building, It is a typical example of a Full Cape-type
building constructed in the mid-19th century. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block
has a symmetrical, five-bay facade (south elevation) and is two bays in depth, The primary entrance is centered on the facade
with 2-light sidelights and wood panel surrounds. Fenestration consists of single and paired, 2/2 double-hung sash windows
set in rectangular openings with simple wood lintels and sills. The structural system is timber frame on a stone foundation.
The exterior walls are clad with asbestos shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A gable dormer projects from
the south slope of the roof directly above the primary entrance. A 1-story, gable-roof, secondary entrance is located on the
rear (north) elevation. A brick chimney rises from the center ridge of the roof. The property is in good condition and also
includes a small, 1-story shed in poor condition and a stone well.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Ryder Road takes its name from the Ryder family, several of which resided along Walnut Plain and Ryder roads in the 19th
century (Walling 1856, 1879 map). 69 Ryder Road was constructed in the mid-19th century, between 1856 and 1879
(Walling 1856, 1879 map). By 1879, the house had been built and was occupied by I.N. Ryder. Antone Santo, a laborer,
acquired the property in the late 19th or early 20th century and remained there until at least 1941 (1941 map). By 1969, the
property was occupied by L. Nunes who lives there to the present day (1969¢ map, List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetis. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Martapoisett, Massachuserts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "O!d Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 69 Ryder Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 98 '

Boston, Massachusetis 02125

1936  Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c  Town of Rochester, Massachuseits Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA..

------- ‘Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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FORM C - OBJECT

Amsessor's mumber LUSGS Ouesd Areals) Form Number
Massachusets Historical Commission Sninatult
80 Boylston Street o F E
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 fond =
Town Rochester
Place (meighborbood or village)
p— Hartley's Pond
(3" x 3" ar 3-1/2" x 5", black and white enly) Address or LocationSnipatuit Rd,
Label photo on back with toom and property address.
Record film roll and negative numhere heve sm +i- Name William D Watling Memorial
P, ) Waterway
oy aship &% Public [0 Privare

Sof Object (check oe):
[l monument
[ milestone

igious shrine
Suandary marker
er (specify)

Constructon __May 1994

Builder

er/Sculptor_David Hughes

Alteradons (with dates) MO

Condidon __Scod

Moved & no [ yes Dare

Acreage
Setting Bural,edae of road, on river

Recorded by__Susan M. LaFleur
Organization Rochester Historical Comm.
Dare (month/year) April 1999




OBJECT FORM

DESIGN ASSESSMENT [0 see comtinuation sheet
Describe the design features of the object, and evaluate in terms of other similar types of objects within the
coTnIInIty. ‘
David Hughes, then a Selectman of the town, donated the materials and made the

sign and also a flag pole which stands just behind the marker.

The marker is a square wooden sign 24" x 24", with a raised frame border The
post and sign are painted white with black lettering, the frame is gray. The post is about 4"
% 4" square and approximately 7 f. high. A Boy Scout emblem is above the sign at the
point of the post. '

The round flag pole is metal and was erected and cemented into the ground by the
Scouts. Around the memorial the Boy Scouts arranged wood edging in which they planted
annuals.

There are two similar markers in the town also honoring residents who gave of
themselves to the town.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X see comtinuation sheet
Explain the history of the object, and bow it relates to the development of the community.

Selectman David Hughes brought to the Selectmens office the suggestion of a
marker as a tribute to William D. Watling who passed away Oct. 2, 1993, A quiet, hard ‘
working man he was known by many in the tows. Plans and a sight were approved and the
marker was erected and formally dedicated May 30, 1994 at a ceremony before the
beginning of the annual Boat Race with hundreds looking on. During the ceremony the
Boy Scouts raised the flag on the new pole and the Grange Master placed a wreath
beneath the dedication sign.

ENTIRE INSCRIPTION (if applicable):

A simple inscription reads as follows -

WILLIAM D. WATLING
MEMORIAL WATERWAY
Dedicated May 30, 1994

BIRLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES T see continuation sheet

The Sentinel Newspapre - Oct. 7, 1993
The Standard Times Newspaper - Oct., 1993
David Hughes - Past Rochester Selectman

(1 Recommended for histing in National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
comtpleted National Register Criteria Statement form.

7792



NVENTORY FORM CON TINUA1 1ON SHEET

“Town - Property Address
IASSACHUSETTS Historicar Commission Rochester Snipatuit Rd-
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING Areals) Foan No.
20 Morrissey BoULEVARD E 912

JosTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Historical narrative con't.

Always with the towns best interest in mind, over the years, he served in the
following capacities - Park Commission for 6 years, Sealer of Weights and Measures for 9
years, Cemetery Commission since 1987 and was Herring Inspector for 40 years.
Interested in preserving the river and the herring he founded and was President of
Alewives Aronymous Inc. Earlier in 1993 the Government's Environmental Protection
Agency awarded him the "Environmental Merit Award” for his years of dedication and
waork to save and preserve the herring/alewives, Today that group has over 100 members
continuing to work for the growth of the Alewives population in the area and to preserve
the Mattappoisett River.

He at one time, informally organized what was called the Rochester Boys Club,
teaching the children boxing and other things as well, '

He was a W.W Il Veteran, member of the VFW, the Rochester Lions Club and the
Men's Brotherhood. Bill maintained the First Congregational Church grounds and
buildings as well as those of the Rochester Grange of which he was 2 50 year member and
a past Master. A member of the Memorial Day Boat Race Committee, a long standing
tradition in the town, he oversaw much of the preparation for the event from it’s start at ”
Grandma Hartley's' Pond" in Rochester to it's finish at the Herring Weir, Rte. 6 in
Mattapoisett. The Boy Scouts, Women's Club and others also received his help in
whatever ways possible. He was often found working somewhere in town on one project
or another, most of which was entirely voluntary.

1t was because of these and many other things that the town decided to honor him
by naming a piece of his beloved Mattapoisett River in his name. An article in the New
Bedford Standard Times said, "Watling will be remembered by anyone who met him as a
genuinely pentle man with a never ending smile.” To quote old friend George Church, "He
was one of a kind.”



By Tarm Shire

Stafi weriter

Cwilliam D, Watling, Sr, 75, died last Sunday night
LEar ‘]ttd.d{ A Dhughand and father, athlete,
Worid War 1T veteran, tradesman and eouservation-
ist, Wa zrg will be remembered by anyone who met
hiny' as & genuinely gentle man with a never ending

Wa img founded Alowives Anonymous C!‘«AJ
group dedieaied to prolecting the area's h?rrwg'
popuiation and worked for almost 40 years as
Rechester’s herring bispector.

Just this year, Watling received an Environmental
pierd Award from the U8, Bavirenmenial Protec-
tion Agency which recngmmd ‘hiz efforis n (A4
Weiling’s ant A&’ conservation efforis have rec-
ently spread to neighboring comaunitics.

Walling kept irack of the Mattapmsetc River's

hereing population with an clectronic counter uni-
que 1o the area, In rivers other than Rochester’s,
sughner River for example, AA has been
stocidng the headwaters with fish hoping to es-
i 8 new rur In the ulpmc;m Bme&, ei‘w’k wag
fsbromental o the recent repailr of » {ish ladden

Plsase fumm to-page 7
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Continued trom paga 1

Watling advocated the forma-
tion of a nine person fri-town
river commission since Marion'’s
and Mattapoisett’s herring in-
spectors always voted against
his suggestion to stop fishing for
a year in order to allow the
herring population to increase.
The commission has not yet
been formed.

“We (AA) would ke to in-
crease the tonnage of food in
Massachusetts. You can enly do
that by getting more Alewives
horn...,” said Watling.

Watling’s good friend Harry
Brown, also a member of A4,
said Watling held the group
together for the last nine years.
Another friend, Robert Sher-

man, said, “He put his heart

and soul into that job.” The
question now is who will carty
on?

Watling’s son and namesake
(referred to by his middle name,
David, so as to avoid corifusion)
said a little known fact about his
father is that he loved baseball
and actually played in the minor
leagues before WWIL

“He played semi-pro baseball
in Canada... I heard he was one
of the best players to come out
of New Bedford, ever,” David
said.

He also said his father played
football, basketball and was 2

goalie for his high school's soc- *
cer team which won or at least
competed for the eagtern cham-

pionship. David teld of atlending
a clambake for Morse Twist
Drill Gater Morse Cutting Tools)
employees, of whom his father
was one.

“They played softball there
and one man told me he
(David’s father) hit a softbail
further than he ever saw anyone
hit a ball” said David.

Leo Lizotte, who played for

* TENIINIS 3HL » £661 ‘2 Jeqopg

Rochester’s baseball team, still
remembers getting hit in the
chest with a baseball Watling
threw while pitching for New
Bedford High's team, Watling
lived in New Bedford before
marrying Louise Hartley Watl-
ing and moving to Rochester in
1946, Lizotte said Watling was a
great athlete, one of the best
around.

“He was a very good basket-
ball and baseball player. He was
a whiz at baseball and a magi-
cian with the basketball,” said
Lizotte.

To some people, Watling was
more than an athlete or advo-
cate for herring conservation.

*“When I think about Bill, one
thing always seems to come to
mind. It goes back 45 years ago
when he ran a little group in
town called the Rochester Boys’
Club which I was a member of”
said Robert Sherman who was
11 or 12 back then.

“It was somecthing he got
together informally. He worked
on a lot of projects. For one in
particuiar, he approached busi-
nesses in town for donations,
Hartley Sawmill was one that
contributed, and we built a box-
ing ring in the “center of the
Grange Hall upstairs.. We
paired up, learned to box, and
each pair boxed three rounds.
The local townspeople paid ad-
mission.

“Then {with the money we

-_raised) we wenito see a hockey

game at the Boston Garden. It
was a place I'd never seen in

my life and I thought it was the
greatest thing.. It was a whole
busload of kids and back then,
for us country boys, that was a
big thing. I remember thinking
Rill was just the greatest,” said
Sherman.

Watling’s giving nature may
have worked to his detriment
when he was a self-employed

'KEpsmLu'

carpenter and painter, Sherman
said.

“] always found Bill to be too
good natured and easy going. I
got the impression Bill kind of
got taken advantage of.. 1 ques-
tioned very much if he got paid
for everything he did," said
Sherman.

Watling contributed to the
quality of Iife in town in other
ways. He was park commis-
sioner for six years, sealer of
weights and measures for nine
years, cemefery commissioner
since ’87 and herring inspector
sinee ’54,

Many people who knew Watl-
ing will mention how he main-
tained the First Congregational
Church of Rochester’s grounds
and buildings and did the same
for the town's fields and town
hall One duty he may have
been inherently well-suited for
was acting as Rochester’s Santa
at Christmas time. He was a
member of the Lions Club, the
Grange and the Benjamin D.
Cushing VFW post.

David said his father flew 22
missions from England as a -
gunner in the top-turret of a B-
24 homber.

That didn’t take a small
amount of courage. More often
than not, the slab-sided B-24
bomber was a sitting duck for
German fighters which flew as
much as 100 mph faster. Also,
the B-24 and other long-range
bombers were not always ac-

companied deep into enemy
territory by Allleq DERTETS WILch

generally had a shorter range. It
was Watling's job as a gunner to
fend off attacking enemy figh-
ters.

“He was quite a man,” said
Lizotte. “Everybody liked Bill
He always had a smile on his
face. His mother was a wonder-
ful woman too, She always had a
big smile on her face.”
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FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

35/47

[ | Marion [ | 99,100 |

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Sketch Map

see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 2 Snipatuit Road

Historic Name

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction late 18th c.

Source _visual inspection

Style/Form No Style/ Full Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material;

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim wood shingle

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

1 1/2-story gambrel-roof barn (MHC 100, early 20th c.);

gabled well cover to rear

Major Alterations (with dates)

1-story, shed-roof ell (early 20th ¢.); 1-story, gable-roof eli

Organization_The Public Archaecloey Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Condition fair

Moved X no yves Date

Acreage 4.14 acres

Setting _set back from road about 25 feet; open fields to

north and east; accessed by a paved drive to the

rear

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual Sfor insiructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 2 Snipatuit Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 99, 100

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 2 Snipatuit Road is a 1}%-story, Full Cape-type, residential building. It is a typical example of its type and
period within the survey area. The building is rectangular in plan and has a low pitched side gable roof, The main block has
a symmetrical, five-bay facade (south efevation) and is two bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade
and set within a projecting, front gable vestibule. The door is flanked by four-light sidelights and wood panel surrounds.
Fenestration consists of 2/1 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with molded surrounds. The structural
system is timber frame on a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. A brick chimney rises from the center ridge of the roof. Alterations include a 1-story, shed- roof, rear ell
{early 20th c.) on a concrete foundation as well as a 1-story, gable roof ell on the west elevation. The property is in fair
condition and also includes a 1%-story, gambrel roof barn (MHC 100, early 20th ¢.) and gabled well cover to the rear.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Architectural evidence, based on comparisons with buildings of similar size and design, indicates that 2 Snipatuit Road was
constructed in the ate 18th century. The property was occupied by A. Mendall in 1856 (Walling 1856) and T.N. Morse in
1879 (1879 map). It is unclear who lived there in the early 20th century, since the only members of the Morse family listed
along this road lived near Grove Street (present-day Cushman Road). By 1936 the property was occupied by Joseph Rogers,
a farmer, and his wife Christine P. (Foss 1933:186). The Rogers continued to reside there until at least 1941 (1941 map).
By 1969, the property was occupied by M. Corriea (1969¢ map).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisert, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Yenney. Tdles of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. JW. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884,

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission, Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. Massachuseits Historical Commission Survey Forms. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, various dates.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A.B. Hammond.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 2 Snipatuit Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 99, 100

Boston, Massachusetts 2125

1856
1879
1963
1936

1941

1969a
1969b
196%¢

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachuselts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymourth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrisscy Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

FHOTOGRAPHS

Community:
Rochester

Area(s)

Property Address:
2 Snipatuit Road

Form No.
99, 100
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Present use

Present owner /a4

. Description:

Cadea. t-i¢o

Source f‘ﬁuﬁgﬁfwﬂa@ Kﬂif o
style_/£ (M_& w‘/ Md&ﬁm
Architect 7 J. ... (-"m

' #
Exterior wall fabric ujfm& uuj/..zﬁf,@/J
7

Date

I\/_Q.Q(-'

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features

Altered Date
Moved Date
L.ot size:

Less than one acre Over ane acre ¥~

Approximate irontage 200 °

Approximate distance of building from street

150
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Tows Rochester
Propecty Address

140 Snipatuit R4d.,
Area(s) FormNo.

E 32 Map/lot 35/42a

Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Morrisscy Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This home is a timber framed 1 1/2 story Cape on a stone foundation. It hasa 5
bay facade and is 2 bays in depth. An interior brick chimmey is at the ridge. The primary
entrance is located on the facade and is flanked by 5 light sidelights. Fenestration consists
of 6/6 double hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood surrounds.
A small bay window is on the south side of the building. The upper 2 windows on the
north side are also replacements of the originals. Exterior walls are clapboard and the roof
is asphalt shingle. A 1 1/2 story side gable ell is attached to the south side on a stone
foundation. This was added by James and Marion Hartley after they purchased the home
in 19. A long 1 story gable roofed ell (19th ¢) on a fieldstone foundation is attached to the
rear of the home. This was the summer kitchen. A deck, double doors and bay window are
newer additions on the north side of the house,
built afler 1973. The home sets far back from the road giving it a quiet country settmg. It
is well kept and in good condition. There is also a 1 story gable roofed shed to the east of
the home. The foundation to an old barmn also remams.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

John Clark arrived in Rochester about 1683 and died in 1727. He is first

mentioned in the Proprietor's Records in 1710 as having a 1/4 share. The home was

. constructed about 1710 and remained in the family for some 73 years. His son, John Clark
Ir. (Bk.5, pg. 297-98) died in 1742. His son William (Bk. 43, pg. 121) died in 1753 and
left the house to his son Joshua who later sold it and 11 acres in 1783 (Bk. 62. pg. 15) to
Samuel Allen a cordwainer for 400 Spanish milled dollars. Allen in turn sold it for 25
pounds the same year to Ebenezer Lawrence, a yeoman. He held the property for 10 years
before selling (1793) (Bk. 78, pg. 1) to Thomas Whitredge I1I, a carpenter. For 34 pounds
Thomas got 7 acres, buildings & fences.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Propexty Address
140 Snipatuit Rd.

E 32 Map/Lot 35/42A
Massachuseits Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massacimsetts 02125

Town Rochester

Other owners were Bamabus Clark (Bk. 83, pg. 67), Peleg Whitredge (mortgage
confusing Bk. 80, pg. 241), Zachariah Rider purchased the home in 1796 (Bk. 212, pg.
261) for $1500. The property was later inherited by Barnabus Rider who sold the farm in
1853 to Walter A. Davis (Bk. 233, pg. 5). Elisha M. Bumpus purchased (Bk. 334, pg.
144) it in 1866 and sold it in 1900. Charles W. & Bartlett Bumpus had the property (Bk.
823, pe. 99) and later (Bk. 1291, pg. 409) George W. Bumpus who sold to Chartier Dion
(Bk. 1303, pg. 145) April 1917. James Hartley then purchased the home (Bk. 1359, pg.
296). in 1973 Fred Wescott was the owner & the Hathaway family now own the property.

Of the homes many owners, James Hartley Jr. is perhaps the best known. His
Grandparents and father came from England in 1869. James Sr. bought the King Sawmill,
renamed the Hartley Sawmill, and James Jr. took its operation over from him The mill,
though not at the original sitc is in operation today and is owned and operated by Henry
Hartley. James and his wife Marion Frazier Hartley were both 4-H Leaders. In 1934 as a
project, he had the boys build boats which were taken down the Mattapoisett River. From
this humble beginning of 4 boats grew the Annual Mattapoisett River Memorial Day Boat
Race which now has over 100 entrants each year. Hundreds of people line the river to
watch homemade hoats, with 2-man crews, navigate from the Hartley Reservoir (Grandma
Hartley's Pond) on Snipatuit Rd. in Rochester to it's finish at the Herring Weir, Rte. 6 in
Mattapoisett. James Hartley once traveled to Virginia to bring back Chincoteague ponies
which were kept in the old barn for the children in the extended Hartley family to enjoy.

_ James died in 1974,
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Plymouth County Registry of Deeds

The Public Archacology Laboratory, Inc. of R.L
Rochester Historical Society

Sentinel Newspaper - article 1991

Anna White and other Hartley Family members
Map-plan of Rochester 1936
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HOUSE AT LEAST
950 YEARS OLD

Hartley Home n Rochester
Thought Buile by
First Settlers

&Speefal o Standard Times

ROCHESTER, May 30—Resi-
dents of Rochester, who are. soon
to celebrate the ZG0th anniversary
of the fcunding of the lown, be-
liews ihe house aow  owned by
Jarees Hartley is oider than the
aun | town itself.
a0 Belicf for this view is based on
W0 lthe fact thal the house property
inciudes title te 40 acres of land.
Nei Since the first settlers of Rochester
wa | were giveo grants of 40 acres, it is
most likely the Hartley house was
tla | one of the otviginal,

The house has a gambrel roof
and raffers, hand mewn and how
shaped are put  together with
. woodenr pegs. The rooms are pan-
Ret ailad threurhout the house. Some
2% time ago Mr. Hartiey was affered
9f 31000 for them bur as dismantling
ed [ would tear the house to pieces, he
An [ rpfused to sell. In repairing tke
At house a few yéar:s age marks of
‘bt a fire weve discovered which had
infbeen covered up. On a beam was
dd [ written “Fire of April 1821." Of
8§ course there are open fire places
il-] 25 in all ald houses.

The front hall i5 quite unusual
= | The newel posts are hand carved.
The stairs have narrow treads apd
the rises are tall. The hall ig in
plaster.

o
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Urusial paneling and fireniace in the Hartley house, Fochester, a

Te
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FORM B - BUILDING

MassacHuserTs HistoriCAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MorrisseY BOULEVARD

Boston, MassacHuserTs 02125

Recordesd by

Organizaton

Asscanei’s Mumber  USGS Chad Krealal Fanm T
wp 39 [foigateit||

Town Rochester

Place {ﬂtigﬁhr&ﬂﬂdfﬂdbgcj Snipatuit Area

178 Snipatuit Road
Philip Crapo/Grandma Hartley House
Residential

Address

Historic Name

Uses: Present

. . . Residential
Original

Date of Construction Circa Mid-1800's

Source
Style/Form 1% Story Cape

Architect/Builder_ DalnOwD

Exterior Matenal: Clapboard

Foundation _Houge/Stooe Ell/Concrete

Wall/Trim _ Wood trim
Asphalt Shingles

Roof

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures Garage
Vertical wood-sided shed, small chicken coop

Major Alterations (with dates) _

2 ells/porch 1905
Roof dormer 1990

Condinon Good

Moved @no Ciyes Dare

Acreage 2.04

. House is set on grassy knoll in rural
Settang

meighborhood, west side owverlooks reservoir

Date (month/year)
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The first of these fifteen children was born in 1886, the last in 1911. The children
were; Daniel, Herbert,(died in infancy) Grace, James Jr., Hannah, Mary, Greenwood,
Henry, William, (died in infancy) Annie, Edwin, Margaret, Merton, Alan and Robert.

The prosperity of James and Annie Hartley allowed them to buy the ancient King Mill
and thus Hartley Saw Mill became one of the largest businesses and employers in the
town of Rochester. James died of cancer in 1918. Annie carried on the farm and
the mill with ber children for 43 years until her death in 1961 at age 93.

This house was the scene of many huge family reunions, preparations for Thanksgiving
Dinners, (eaten at the near-by Grange Hall for its more adequate seating capacity)
and festive Christmas Parties where virtually every room was utilized, up until
Grandma Hartley died. Of her 13 surviving children, 11 remained in Rochester, all
contributing to the commmity through public service and church and commmmnity
involvement. '

Alteratijons while a Hartley residence included adding the bay window, rewoving all
but one fireplace and putting in stoves and later a furnance, installing electricity, and
plumbing. In 1906 a sunporch and ell off the kitchen were added, the ell to
accommodate and care for Ann Hartley, James Hartley's mother, who was dying of cancer.
Following her death, this became a large dining room with long table to seat not

only the growing family, but often additional boarders who worked at the mill. At

a future date, a good-size one room apartment was built over the garage attached

to the end of the ell. It was used as a sumper retreat for a Hartley cousin from
Fall River, affectionately known as "Cousin Lizzie", and as temporary living quarters
for some of the Hartley boys when they were first married. This was later demolished
as was the decrepit barn which stood south-east of the house. The house was
inberited by Hannah Ellen (Nell) the ummarried danghter of James and Annie, and

held by her until her death.

Purchased in 1969 by present owner Dr. Robert Higgins and Carol Waite Higgins, a
full dormer now graces the back on the north side, an additional bath and laundry
room installed, and other slight intermal alterations have been made, all in keeping
with the country charm of the original house.



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION I see continuation sheet :
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characterissics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

This building's primary entrance is centered on the facade and has a wood panel surround.
Fenestration consists of 12/12 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings
with simple wood surrounds. The exterior walls are clapboard and roofed with asphalt
shingles. A shed-roof dormer projects fram the north slope of the roof. Two brick
chimneys are located on the center ridge of main roof and ridge of side ell. A l-story
triangular bay window (1900) with recessed panels in its lower portions is located on
the east bay of the facade. ‘Attached to the miilding's east elevation is a 1-story
side-gable ell (early 20th c.) set on concrete foundation with a i1-story shed roof,
enclosed.porch on its south gide. BAttached to the east elevation is a 1-story, side-
gable eil {early 20th'e:) with an integral porch on its south elevation. A l-story, gable
roof ,garage (early 20th .} is attached to the second ell. The property is in good
condition and also includes a l-story, saltbox-roof, vertical wood-sided shed (mid-
iate 20th c.) and a smli, shed-roof chicken coop to the southeast of the house.

P NG T

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE K see continuation sheet
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Inchude uses of the building, and the role(s)
the cwners/eccupants played within the community.

This old farmhouse, known locally as the "Grandma Hartley" house, was part of a 50+
acre parcel until 1989 when it was divided and sold to developers to become the
present Bradford Estates. (“"Grandma." Annie Snell Hartley, was a descendant of
Governor William Bradford.) '

The house is believed to have been built by Philip Crapo. We know he was living there
in 1865 at 69 years of age. This would indicate the house may hawve been built before
or in the mid-1800's. After Crapo's death in 1874, Sarah, his daughter inherited.
Sarah sold it to Milburn and Mary Harding, who rented it out. Tn 1879, the Hardings
sold it to Greenwood Hartley.

Greenwood Hartley was born in Colne, England in 1831. BHe married Ann Bmnet, and they
had a large family but only two survived. Greenwood worked in the textile mills of
Lancaster County, and left in 1869 for the textile mills of New Bedford. After a few
years in New Bedford, hewas advised to move to the country for health reasons. le bought
the Rochester farm, worked it well and became prosperous. He became a citizen in 1874.
Greenwood died in 1892 and Ann in 1906. Their only son, James Hartley inherited,

married a iocal girl, Annie Louisa Snell, and had fifteen chiidren.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (7 see continuation sheet

The Public Archaeology Iaboratory, Inc. 210 Lonsdale Ave., Pawtucket, R.I. 1997/98
Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Oid Rochester. Gateway Press, Baltimore, MD. 1990
Joel Hartley, The Ancestors of the James Frazer Hartley Family of Rochester, MA 1999
Personal Recollections, 0ld letters, etc. Hartley Family members.

M Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you smust attach a completed National
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178 Snipatuit Road
"Grandma Hartley's Place"

This building is believed to have been built by Philip
Crapo,who gave it to his daughter,Sarah,to live in.At Sarah's
death,it was sold to Milburn anmd Mary Harding,who rented it out.

On Dec.14,1874,the Hardings sold it to Greenwood Hartley.

Greenwood Hartley was borm in Colre,England in 1831,and
married Aknn Emmet.They had & large family,but onlf?twow&urvived.

" He- 'worked- in- the mills of Lancaster County,and left in 1969 for
the mills of New Bedford.

After a few years there,they bought the farm in Rochester,
worked it well,and became prosperous. In I874,Greenwood was
granted citizenship.

Greenwood died in 1892 and Ann in 1906.

Thelr only son,James Hartley,inherited.married a local girl,

. Annie Louisa Snell,and they had fifteéen children,the first born in
1886, the last in 1911: Daniel,Herbert(d),Grace,James Jr.,Hannah,
Mary,Greenvood,Henry,William(d),Anrie,Edwin,Margaret,Merton,

Alan and Robert.

Their‘prosperity.allowed'them-t0~buy-the-ancient~K&ng Mill,
and thus HartIeéy Saw Mill became one of the largest businesses and
employers in Rochester.

James died of Cancer in 1918,and Annie carried on the farm
and the mill,with her children,for 43 years,until her death in
1961.

0f the 13 surviving children,l1 remained in town,all contributing
to the community in many ways;public service,charity,official
position.

The house was inherited by their unmarried daughter Hannah Ellen,
("NeI1") and was held by her until her death,and then her brothers
s01d it to Carol & Robert Higgens.

Alterations,while belonging to the Hartley family,included
removing all but one fireplace,(putting in stoves) adding
electricity,plumbing,a bay window,a sun porch,and in the mid-
eighties,tearing down the very decrepit barn,vwhich stood south-eas¥
of the home. The land was divided,dnd has become"Bradford Estates"

' (knnie Snell Hartley vwas a descendant of Gov.William Bradford)



8-
9.

10.

11
12
13

“The Children of James & Annie Hartley

bDaniel Emmet Hartley,b.Mar.20,1886;4.Apr.4,1944;m.Mary S.Lavrence
Herbert T.Hartley " b.Aug.27,1887;&8.Nov.11,1887

Grace May Hartley b.Nov.10,1888;d.Aug.11,1957;m.Maxwell Gifford
James Hartley Jr. b.Feb.14,1891;d.0ct.1,1974;m.Marion Frazer
Hannah Ellen Hartley b.Jan,17,1893:;d.Dec.13,1986 |

Mary Elizabeth Hartley b.May 19,1895;d.Mar.20,1993;m.Charles B.Nute

, Greenwood Hartley b.0ct.20,1897;8.8ept.11,1993;m.Katherine Giffc

Henry Bradford Hartley b.Jan.25,1900;4. m.Grace Moncriff
William Hartley - k.Sept.23,1901;4.8ept.24,1901
Ammie Louisa Hartley b.Nov.15,1902;d.Mar.17,1989;m,Ralph Gurney

+Edwin Isalah Hartley b.0Oct.3,1904;d.0ct.11,1951;m.Minnie Denham
-Margaret Esther Hartley b.May 21,1906; m.Wilfred Fortin
-Merton Snell Hartley b.Sept.15,1907; m.Barbara Knight
14. '
15,

Alan Burrows Hartley b.Dec.20,1908:d.Jan.24,1987;m.Pauline Tomasic
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Robert Hartley b.Mar.8.1911; m.M.Ella Millette
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*'Old” famitiec
Continued trom oage 1

“They weren't going tn open it up again until
there was a Reptiblican iy off 22" said weikins,
“Wnen they cleseq the mill down everylhing went
backward "

Roosevelt wag elected to four terms of office.

The mill burned dgwn i the early 19605 When
the hoards which held the pond i WEere removeg
the water floweq out intn a stream Thirty vears

have serveqd 1o refurs the land iy forest,

The Hartlevs are ajgg relatively recont arrivals,
Originally from Covne, Engtang, they came to the
United States i 1863 Jamesz and Annie Louisg
Hartlev had 13 chilgren 11 4f whom lived 15 b
aduits and 12 of whom had ehilgren of their gup.

The first Monde]] te arrive, arpune 1710, wag 2
rope maker Hig descendants wore farmiers, but gt
least one wag pet content to work the land,

Constant Manda]) T2l an eighteenth century
speak-easy gn Mattapoigett Road called the Whee!
of Fortune Tavern Despite 2 ban on public drink-
ng. people went to the tavern whien consisied of
a wheel on g pivot stuck in the hiank wall.

They wonlgd pul their money on the wheel angd
Spin it around through the wall In time the whee!
would spin again and a drink wouid appear on it

Gurney said that the tavern was never clogsed
down, despite the fact that everyone seemed to
know ahout it.

“The laws weren’t Very strictly enforced in
those days,” she said,

Some who lived ip the town had famons Names,
or made them famoys by coming to serve The
descendanis of William Bradford, first governor of
_,.\Hmmmuo:cmmﬂﬁ, still live i town. Bradford was
considered an original Proprictor of town because
he ot a portion of land Laken from (he locai
Nalive Americans, He never lived hera

Ll

The Ashleys were two brothers who arrived in
town under mystorious circumstances with their
Pockets ful] of gold  Spanish doubloons, They
bought land ang scettled their families Among
theiwr descendants 1s Selectman Harry A Brown,

The Bishees got their land off North Avenue in
a grant from the Enplish king, came 1o the United
Stales and discoverad the Native Americans hag
seld it out from under them (o another family. The
Bisbees took thoir land back.

Among their descendants g Selectman Fred.
erick W, Underhill

Some arg gone, like the Leonarde who built
Eastover Farm, now owned by the Hiller family
2nd noted for jig cxtensive stone wall and bright
vellow buildings.

“Nobody goes visiting anymore Donald Jen.
kins said,

He said he remembers going (o schoo! n the
First Congregational Church Vestry, angd when the
town hall was one big room, encircled by g
balcony.

Or election day voting was held in the town
hall, and then the women's guild fed evervone
lunch in the vestry, In the afternoon town meeting
was held back in the town hall,

“George Cowen's nen would sit on one side of
the hall and Ray Gifford’s mep would sit on the
cther and if yoy didn’t depend on them for voyr
life vou could st where yoy pleased,” saig Jen-
kins. :

“Thev'd argue aboul the schopl budget” he
said,

“Hut it really wasn’t as Impertant as it is now,”
said Eunice Winslow Jenkins, his wife,

The Wingfows, by the wav, were original pro-
prictors of the Lown
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* Hartley

Confinued from papge 1

-vear-old local girl, Annie Louisa
Sneli. Thirteen of their 15 chil
dren lived to be adults and 12
had families of their own,

He bought the King Sawmill,
where all of his sens worked,
and he died of cancer in 1918,
when Lis youngest child was
sevan,

"His wife raised them all by
herself,”  said Gurney, whose
husband, James Gurney, is An-
nie Harilew’s grandson.

Henry A, Hartley said he
remembered his grandmother
as an asseriive individual de
spite her great age, especiali;
where her family was con-
cerned. She lived to be 95 and
CYersone in town caled her
Grandma,

“She apparently thought a lot
of her'tids,” he said. “ thought
she thought a lot of me.”

He remembered being a gmall
child when a visitar came to his
Zrandmother's house. The vig-
tor wanied the fire pujlt up
fecause she said the room was
00 cold.

“She  said, “Why dont you
iend the boy for woogd?
wembered Hartley, laughing,
dng up the wveices. “And
roandma said, ‘That s net the
vav. That is my grardson Henry
drew, and i he wants fo get
ood, kel got wood and if he
nGesn’t want o get wood he
vory'l gel wond v

Hartley and Jamss Gurney
treed Lhat the famiy is cer
zinly  huge, They estimate
~mes and Annie have abeut
Wt descendants. The annual
wrtley family reunion, called
artley Day, had to he moved
“Tits traditional site at the
“arge hall because the building

o
1dn’t hold them all,

“Can you imagine, voure a
2 and you ‘get 50 Christmas
“esents?” agked Harllev. “Ang
o¥ oaren't hig things, but
2r2s present after Eresent af-
T present.

Tl always used o get super
wsents  from Unele Henry.
-er Kds would ‘get soeks and
mzils from him, I'd get a wind-
Cairplane.”

Hartley said hig uncle main-
s that James Harlley dieg
'€ Of stubbornness thap can-

said his uncgie (ald him
he had worked ap the mill
noJames when he was about
The iumber trucks were in
Iooul, swinging wide ag they
nied around in the lumber

6¢

She said, ‘Why don’t
wood?’ And Grandm
boy. That is my gran
and if he wants fo g

you send the boy for
a said, “That is not the
dson, Henry Andrew,
et wood, he'll get wood

and if he doesn't want to get wood he won't

get wood.” "

Henry A, Hartiey,

Asmembering Grandma Hariley talking to a visitor

Grandma Hartley: Annie Louisa Snef

N

ﬁ‘ ! - ) “m
¥

Hardey had 15 children, 13 of

whom lived to be aduils. She disd at age 95 ang survived her husbang
James by 43 years. (photo couriesy of Judy Gurney |

vard, long planks hanging dan-
gerously out of the back as they
were hauled away,

Cne dav they were standing in
the yard when the elder Henry
Hartiey saw a track coming and
told his father they had better
step back or tiey would be hit.

“Unele Henry said, ‘He
Wouldn't step back, just because
I said it " saig Hartley.
“Grandpa broke his leg and that
was the beginning of it, He got
sick.”

Henry A, Hartley now runs
the Hartley Sawmill an Vaughn
Hill Read He grew up on the
land, surroundeg by aunts, une-
les and cousins. He said he had
& very secure childhood because
he alwavs knew where to find g
relative if he needed one,

“You were never in a strange
place,” he said “rd go ail gver
in the woeds and moslly stll be
on Hartley Sawmill Jand It
made you fee! af homa i the
world.”




./éjw i/za/ A ide s a,é?&f/ ;’é {//"“ éf/é?/r LiHio i
{ r///.é (,(/L{ z; //1/5 /,LK./' Filaicte czt« (/fyu/? Lot s
£t /zf/?l«[#; d”/ e///7f/{{4a ///Z/ j’ﬁ//ﬁé’ JC g‘u'-w.' s
/(’ /ch, /1:{,1//;' /u, /ffzw d’/f{’/ﬂxﬁcﬁ’ﬁf /u £ /f e
Z;cf.,.{‘ -/«5-’%&#{' s ,éf’/c,gl //////cf/ def«, g(! {/{f /«, e,
,liﬁ. - ﬁ (A. f’c&&l /2. /d.f‘é--" £y KZ;J,; /WJ%‘/ /"ef:,é/%,/( e
Hiwisic b1e Lt /l;méa( /&éf o cfg/z//g.r/;f :/fui
L oe (,/a&z,/.f /@4 7 erreecd 2 »/ﬂ(lJ 5”- e Feir .

-(

& //éZéZ ﬂé/c / ,ﬁ‘“cf’lﬁ Lt /ﬁf/@ éﬁém’ A boroe Yy

l
{//f/&c /A % &( /M’Z&l/ 7 // r//é NS i
i
i

ém/f s i ; 7
J@“ %ﬂ/o //./@/ 271 &é/’d 0 /’a Jé@ﬂa
[ /’/J//%Z; ﬁfﬁf//&?’ f ﬂff/vf /7/0*
//Zéf /Mfw @ Py A ?p 7 /M /?zad/fﬁf. Zﬂ/—!
Geid ﬁ[&a a/Jécé’/ZZ'MC Dzt /me L Lie
it it LiEe T //’24::«* /J/Z JSSGST it Fircol

[T g r

dp, e Fres .éwﬁ»’,;rz JJ/’///- /‘31»/—1"' ppt il e
T s

¥

: el Pese DHl Jiberes /im»: g// /,?,) /,»,,/,Z

«.ﬂ/oc e_/;;,___"w/ .‘/Lfr {/{e’,’ ﬂ’i‘,/ /‘,/‘“’ é’” ({/ﬂ&"{‘ _/L/f[( c’,’/l//é&"dc«_, .

Lo

/

/

Z.fwf/f, é/f é'f//!(:{ é‘r?.,{ ;{ ﬁzé /é"éy/t([ﬁ/(/{/‘//&"éj 7
V4

/ N

'. //;/J (’(d,a/i:» g){/ruz{&/*z‘.c < /gc Vil PN SR 7oy LT, & a?
i .
A a"(Z/é %Za? FEe /M //(ﬂ‘ éf7{£¢c[é /ﬁﬁ/‘ @ .///zof




g
Fe i &L

A
e {/m ?wa% ;///W/ 2o

1
|
|

a/f.fér /df) cr/"\‘-ﬁwé /me e//’zo/z/r(g,f ciwr ,/ v |

// ‘2"7&1/»'

/{//4,/' (@(/,9/ @/Q/M //;,(,(&( »,;;M/,//‘}M /./,M’JJ{

, 4
Sl e j/‘im st (2/25 //e:é:.% rrer (i A g/"/f'""zw/, .ﬁ%«.

S ire / % Find Sorcs Bared gf%fm@»
é £ i /%@@ /&ér ﬂﬂo’xﬂ&{df e _ﬂ//zﬂ%/n,
/ér* Corofe Hact e Son Fairiccls /7777%’ |
It creid i € r poihnsed
é/f,z:( ZopsS /
.,/; /«_a’{ﬁ/f ’57’
%p/fh‘f/w Z ,'

"'w cpnit /W

ﬂ&ﬂ //zr/ 7Ip S /1/44/5 /m»gﬁ yaM
'/m’«f/zﬁ///u/z %Z/?/‘z’d!’ %yg 4’%&%%5// " e
o Y A P e Z £ s J/M//LZ;L

I .
%%’//&‘dfé/ éj&i{?’%% é;&kw/ (A%f : é / ) i
S P ,77‘-’49_. :

.

S AT aE L /._i/ Cpe /;/wrm )72 ,/é Aol Pt piv SHE

fan i ,% é% /Ziwsz/«//f/ éf a,




R

e A~ < 3
W/ ’{/w P 2R R P ( 0ot dois
e ML VA
How oL .z.:é'/" U rbipio Lovio Lors o St sl

//JZ/ Al ‘4/4‘» S (/amg/zzf;--f e Gt

;; f 3 9 . ) .
o %ﬁ/wfm é piiihe il JHe e LB mrtsiisc Frapreiat

/ ) 7 B o , . P )
a//?}w(m é,;,«/ bo. f el O i doter J //’ vy
) S ow Crafl Goor Tl doct 2 ¥ 25 Lp2

i %M gé«?’éf//‘m %Zz(éa// s /;)% L2l ?

[ 7737 Geewe zzagaft///%f//fzz / |

T At Yore ey 48 /557

Yo Bl 2 53 |

Dttenkd T Lo Nop T, L
e N 2007 sr28

J%/a ’éﬂ’ﬂ/o/o /vm pleg /2 S75E

Do

‘ %/Z/ ('o?/,f/b' :?ﬂ '/‘ﬁ'??"zi- J{;aﬁp 7 f‘f/u //"af/(
@  bew el sk 4?/‘”’// |

Hesesca Lgrm diyic 255 spe
- 179 ﬁﬁ/ﬂf i A




r oy

A ordipons Ve vk
Gvw Fray 27 /8575

4 Gt /, Loy Sy oA ey
@ez 4 _/ify/'z*.&?‘a(f»:f/zcez ,/é_: at %ﬂ%? 573

PrI.

R T

RS

e o




FORM B - BUILDING _ In Area no. Form no.
. ' g - Kot 21

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION' = RYAZ)
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220 MorrisseY BOULEVARD Town Rochester

Address__ 500 Snipatuit Road
Historic Name_Nehemiah sherman Home

Uses: Present__duplex housing

Original single home

Date of Construction _circa 1747

Source _old deeds
Style/Form original house 3/4 cape

Architect/Builder Mehemiah Sherman

Foundation _ stone

Wall/Trim __ wood shingles

Roof asphalt shingles
Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

3 small sheds & a garaqe

Major Alterations (with dares) _2_sdditions
18th c

Conditon _good
Moved £1no Clyes Date

Acreage

Recorded by __Susan M. LaFleur Serting _overlooks Snipatuit pond

Organization _Rochester Historical Commission

Date (monthiyear) MAy 1999




ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION U see continuation sheet .
Describe architectural fearures. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

The original ! 1/2 story 3/4 Cape has been added to on both sides. The addition on
the left side (north) is taller then the original, This addition, or a stone foundation, has mid
19th ¢. architectural designs such as cornerboards and cornice retumns. A newer addition
to this section is a 20th c. oriel window on the west side. The main entrance is in the
original building (west elevation) within a 1 story end gable vestibule. Fenestration
consists of 6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with splayed Intels
and simple wood sills. The exterior is wood shingles with asphalt shingles on the roof.
Therxe is a gabled dormer on the east slope of the roof. Thel 1/2 story addition on the
south side of the original home is slightly lower (than original). This is also a side gable ell
set on a stonte foundation. There are several small sheds and a one bay garage on the
property as well.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE L] see comtinngtion sheet

Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with Jocal (or state) bistory. Imlude uses of the building, and the role(s)
the aqwners/occupants played within the community. -

In November 1673 John Thompson, Capt. Joseph Lothrop and Barnabus Lothrop
purchased 2 large tract of land for the amount of 10 pounds from Native American
Tuspaquin, brother-in-law to King Philip. This transaction is known as the Lothrop and
Thompson Purchase. In 1745 John's grandson Amasa Thompson of Halifax, solkd a piece
of this land for 270 pounds to Nehemiah Sherman of Dartmouth. He built his home soon
after. December 27, 1759, Nehemiah and his wife Experience sold their "original
homestead” and 94 acres to Seth Pope. A C.H.Clark lived in the home in the mid 1800s.
(Walling 1856). Members of the Clark family remained here into the late 19th century. By
the 1940s Pierce was the name of the owners of the property. Today (1999) the home 1s
the property of Edmund Arruda.

Nehemiah and his wife Experience were among a small
group of Quakers to be found in Rochester in the early 1700s,
In 1760 they "removed" to Smithfield, R.I.

. BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [} see continuation sheet

The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.
Rochester Historical Society

Plymouth County Registry of Deeds
Walling map - 1856

RIS map 1854

(1 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement forn:.
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Book 37 Page 68 Amassa Tomson to Nehemiah Sherman 1745

To all people to kRhém these presents shall come Greetings:
Know ye that 1 Amassa Tomson of the town of Hallifax ih the
County of Flymouth in New England for and In consideration of
the sum ol 'wo hundred and seventy pounds in billls of credit of
the old tenour to me already in hand paid by Nehemiah Sheadan
of tire town of Dartmouth @n the county of Bristol in New Hngland
afpresaid.wherewith I do acknowledge myself to be fully satisfied
contented and pald,have fumeely and absolutely bargained and sold
alienated,enseosged {?) and confirmed,and by these presents
do bargain sell aillenate enseosse and confirm unto hin the said
Nehemiah Shearman and his heirs and assigns forever, a certain
parcel of land lying and being in that purchase of land which
was formerly purchased of the Indians by Capt. Joseph bothrop
pir.Barnabus Lothrop and my honored grandfather John Tomson,
deceased,and is within the bounds of the township of Rochester
in the county of Plymoulh,aforesaid, Which purchase of land is
commonly called Lothrop and Tomson Purchase,which parcel of land
is the easterly end of the second lot in number in the aforesaild
purchase nex¥adjoining unto Snipuet Pond and is bounded Aas

followeth:

Beginning at the Hortheast cornexr bound of said second lot

being a heap of stones in the Midst between a black oak and a
white cak hoth marked on southerly about a pole asunder by the
side of Sniptuet Pond and fwom thence ranging West half a degree
southerly by the range of the northerly side of sald lot about
one hundred eighty three poles and a fquarter to a stake with
stones about 1t in sald range,and from thence ranging due

south about 82 pole cross said lot to a stake with stomes about
it in the range of the southerly side of the lot and from thence
ranging east half a2 gegree nottherly by the range of the southerly
side of the lot unto the Stooping red cak marked with $tones

on the root of 1t by the side of Sniptuit Pond being the SE corner
bound of said lot,and from thence bounded by the pomd unto the
heap of stones frist mentioned: To¢ have and to hold [8XEXEXX all
the aforesaid parcel of land bounded as aforesaid with all and
singular the rights,Frofits,Priveledges and appurtances thereunto
belonging belonging from the said Amasa Tomson and my helrs angd
assigns forever,with all my whcle right title and interest of
and Into the same and every part and parceil thereof to belong
and apportian nnto the only proper use benefit and behooh of
him the said Nehsmiah Shearman and his heirs and assigns forever,
Warranting that at the time of the signing and sealing hereof

i have good right full power and lawful authority in myself

to dispose of the above mentioned premises with their appur-

tances and every part and parcel thereof as is expressed” ind
1 do by these presents bind and oblige myself and my helrs
forever to warrant and defend the title of the same against
lawfull claims of all persons,whatsoever. In witness whereof [
the aforesaid Amasa Tomson have hereunto set my hahd and seal
this eleventh day of May,One thousand Seven gundred Forty five

Amasa Tomson (seal}
Witmrgssed: Ebenezer Tomsonj;Zebadiah Tomson
Recorded by Josiah Cotton;Hegletrar

NEEERN



Book 46& page 58 Nehemiah Shearman to Sath Pope 1759 '
wh@
AT
{(continued from frist page)

... Fope and to his heirs & assigns forever to several traces
of parcels of land situate lying and bednes in the township of

Rochester and are adjoining to each Bther » bhe filrat tract or
parcel is the qriginal Hogestead offd the said Nehemiah Shearman..

% contains by estimation 94 acres be the same more or Jless and
is the end of the se2cond lot in number in that commanly called
Tomson Purchase and 1s butted and bounded as followeth that is
to say beginning at the NE corner bound of said 2nd 1ot being
a heap of stones in the mids%t between a biack oak and a white
oak both formerly marked on four sides about a pole TLrmmx
asuhder by the gide of that called Sniptuet pond,and from bthehece
ranging west half a dggree goutherly by the range B the north
side of sald lot about 133} Boles to a sbake wibhh sbtones about
1t in said rangdand from there south ahbout 82 oole across saigd
lot to a stake with stones ahout it in the range of the =outh side
of said lot and from thence ranging eant ¢ a dearee North by rhe
HaxTkh range  of the south side of said lot,and from thenc¢ranglng
east 3 a degree North by the range of the South gide of the
lot unto the stooping red oak markedwith stones on the root of
it by the =side of sald pond, being the SE corner hound of saild
lot and from thence bounded by sajd pondunto a hezp of stones
first mentioned.
{becond parcel is north of that )
to have afdd tc hold the above naid +wo tracty of land with
all the privaledges and appurtances to each tract or parcel
belonging to him the said Seth Pope and ¢to his heirs and assigns
rorzver to his and their only bProper use,bencfit & behoof fore ver
(only except a privafedge for Roger Braley & his heirs to land
Timber wupon the uplsnd from his awamp and of his and their
draewing of 1t off in the winter Beason,~and of myself the salgd
Nehemiah Sherman do herebhy avouch myself to be at the time of
gale until the perfecting of this presents the only proper
& lawful owner of the above grahted and bargained premices and
do by these presents firmly bind and oblige myself and my heirs
executors and ammigus administrators to warrant the same and
the sald Yeth Pope by his helrs and asgigne in hieg & thelr
quiet and peacable possession & enjoyment of the same to
defend against +the lawful clalms & demandes of all persons
ehatever. Tn witness whereof I the sald MNehemiah Shearman have
hereunto get my hsmd and sezl this the sixteenth day of November,
A.D. cnethousand seven hundred & fifty nine

Nehemiah Sheamman (seal)
and kxperience,hieg wife,doth by these
presents give & yield up to the above named Seth P ope
& his heirs and assigns forever all her dower rights
and power of thirde of in % unto all the above &
within granted premises se witness her hand & seal
thie 27th day of December, 1758

Received and recorddd by John Cotton,ipril S,1760



BUILDING FORM

ARCHLTECTURAIL DESCRIPTION (3 see continuation shest

Describe architectural fearures. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

A tiny three quarter cape,with large wings,and a marvelcus view.

HISTORICAI NARRATIVE L1 see contimuation shest

Diiscuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or staze) history. Include wses of the building, and the role(s)
the oumers/occupants played within the commmunity.

In 1745 Amassa Thompson (Tomscn) sold Nehemiazh Sherman this
land,which deed ,book 37,page 68,says"purchased from the Indians
by Capt.Joseph Lothrop,Mr.Barnabus Lethrop and my honored

grandfather John Tomson'.
In 1759,Nehemiah Sherman scld His"original Homestead",94 acras,
to Seth Pope, so we conclude that he built this home between those

dates. {(Beocok 46,p.58 Sherman to Pope
These deeds both state that the lot is in the 2nd lot,

Lothrop and Tomson Purchase.
Sea attached map,drawn by Arthur Allen,from boundry

descriptions.

—_

BRIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES T see comtinuation sheet

— Recommended for lisung in the Nadonal Register of Histeric Places. If checked. you must arrach a compieted Narional
Register Criteria Staternent form.
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FORM B - BUILDING ' Amcssor's Mumber _ USGS Quad  __ Areals)
| map 47 D |
MassacHUSETTS HisTORICAL CoMMISSION Lol

MassacHUsETTS ARCHIVES BuLping
220 Morrissey BOULEVARD Town _Rochester
MASSACHUSETTS )
mj 02125 Place (neighborbood or ) North Rochester
Phocograph «2:__. 765 Snipatuit Rd.

cN Hnrt? Rochester Social Unior

raseny Private homis

Meating hall

riginal

Constructon _ 81880/83

B '_.::.'g_- . .
hrmﬂm.wmhmgmm Roof _Asphalt shingles
ﬂr ~ thef e Outbuildings/Secondary Strucrures _work shed

: "Sim Wood-shingles

Major Alterations (with dates)

door removed, window placement
after 1943

Condition __ Very good
Moved Eno Oyes Daw

Acreage _1 1/2 acre

Recorded by_gugan Lakleus Setting rural area, field,woods, on and
Ovrganization Rochester Historical Commission MO BALD TONGE 10 Lo

Date (month/yeer) __ January 2000




ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 3 see continuation shect
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of otber bm!dmg:- within the community. -

'The shingie ciad building is rectangular in shape with a front gable asphalt shingled
(originally wood) roof. There are two red brick chimneys, 1 on the left side rear and 1
central chinmey. This central chinmey is newer and may or may not be a was addition.

The primary entrance to the home is on the left (east) side of a front gabled, single storied
extension approximately 8 wide. When first built there was also a door, now gone, on the
right side as well. This door was replaced by two windows. A flat stepping stone remains

in place beneath the windows. The windows are all fairty new. The window set up on the
east side was changed somewhat when the building was converted from 2 mpphnu hallto a

hiome afler 1943, The fenestration is simple. The foundation made of sione. The wﬂar is
found under only a smafl portion (rear) of the structure.

HISTORICAL. NARRATIVE 3k see comtinnation cheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (orsmzt) history. Include uses of the buddmg, and the roles) .
the owners/occupants played within the community.
Sometime prior to 1879 a group of North Rochester residents formed an
organization which became known as the "Norih Rochester Social Union". Made up of
families from the area there were probably about 40-50 members. For a time the

organization met in the homes of ii's members. A social/recreational group it was a way of
?pnnlp t0 ming." m.mhunnp idege and in knlﬂ one another in 2 time when often onec area '

g LA ALV WARTwrd EES HE W iy Srileeiag

" Iy aleson n

of iown was separated from another by t’}.ibwilucb & limiiations i travel making
socializing ot 2 regular basis limited.

Aug. 5, 1879 the following two deeds can be found. Book #455, pg. 27, 28 Jason
White for $1.00 sold to George F. Bartlett a parcel of land on Snipatuit Rd., Rochester.
Bartlett then sold for $1.00 the lard to the following men - Jason White, Allen G. Ashley,
George B. Allen, Richard N. Clark, Marcus Maxim, Clarence W. Maxim and Charles M.
Maxim. These men were trustees for the North Rochester Sociat Union. The property for
the "use and benefit” of the said organization. When exactly the building was erected is
unknown, though we believe it was built shorily afier the land purchase, between 1879 &
1883. A deed dated Dec. 18, 1903 (Book 879 pg. 314) does mention a building,

BIRLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 1 see continuation sheet

Present owners - HMr,.dirs. Herman Morse Jr.
Maps -1936, Pian of Rochester

Local Residents

Rochester Grange #257 record books

) Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places If checked, you must astach & completed National
Register Criteria Statcment forns.
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765 Snipatuit Rd.
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3]

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ocon't.

This building was to be used "as a place of meeting for social, recreative,
charitable and patriotic uses for he benefit of the inhabitants of North Rochester,
Massachuseits, inchuding the Grange and other social, charitable and patriotic societies,
committees or organizations."

So far, no information on just what, if anything, the North Rochester Socicty did
has been found. One Rochester resident remembers as a very young child being taken by
her Grandmother to see a play in the hall and remembers a small stage in the downstairs of
the building.

The Rochester Grange #257 was organized Feb.12, 1906 and held it's first meeting
in the Union Hall, as it had become known. Many of the Charter members of the Grange
were North Rochester residents and at the second meeting a vote was taken, which fiiled
to pass, to name the Grange "Snipatuit Grange.” A description of the hall found in the
records of the Grange say that it was a small hall kit by oil lamps. The kitchen and dining
area were on the second floor. There was no water. When water was needed it was carried
from the home of George Allen who resided next door. In this hall, not just meetings were
held, but also suppers and dances to raise funds for the organization. By 1923 the Grange
had raised enough money to build their own hall and ceased using the Union Hall when
they held their first meeting in their new hall Oct. 8, 1924.

As the years went by the original trastees passed away. The last was Clarence W.
Maxim who passed away July 2, 1931. It seems that the North Rochester Social Union did
~ not dishand but merely faded from existence. Before Maxim died he had, on March 10,
1931, appointed George A. Cowen to be a Trustee of the organization. On December 30,
1931 Cowen appointed Albert E. Reed and Everett 1. Reynolds to join with him as
trustees. On the 21st of July 1943 these three trustees sold for $675.00 the land and
buildings (Book 1847 pg. 389,390) to two sisters, Clara (Bennett) Rice and Mary E. -
Bennett. They, having found that their family home - Bennett Farm - in North Rochester
was to much for them to take care of, moved into the Union Hall It remains today a
private residence.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Rochester
Propesty Addresa
765 Snipatuit Road

Historical Commission
Area(t) Form Mo

D

Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Mormissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTUAL DESCRIPTION con't.

Behind the home is a wood shingled building used for furniture refinishing. The
side gabled shed is made of two sections, one slightly lower then the other. The lower
portion has a cement block 7 chimney set at the ridge pole and next to the gable of the
taller section. The smaller section (workshop) has a wooden double door to the right of a
double paned window. There are also windows on the end of the building. The larger
section was once part of a carriage shed. The remains of a foundation can be seen pointing
to a larger building on the spot. There is only a large sliding door, with original hardware,
on the front of the shed. Both doors are made of verticle wood boards.

The home was remodeled inside to accommodate family living by the Bennett
sisters who purchased the building in 1943. The current owners, the Morse family, have
lived in the home for a number of years improving on early renovations, making new ones
and simply maintaing many original features which can be found in the home. When a new
ceiling was put in downstairs it was lowered. The early brass light fixtures were left
hanging from the original ceiling and can be seen through a storage openmg along the
stairs. The beautifully finished stairway leading to the 2nd floor is believed to be origmal
to the building. The upstairs dining hall tables are now part of the walls, being closet

danrs
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 109 Vaughn Hill Road

Historic Name _Robert MacGregor House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction early 20th c.

Source visual inspection

Style/Form No Style/ Full Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation concrete

Wall/Trim_wood skingle

Roof _asphalt shingle

Qutbuildings/Secondary Structures

garage {early 20th ¢.)

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

none

see attached map

Condition fajr

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 7.54 acres

Recorded by M. K, Harrington, E. Paulus Setting _set back from road about 15 feet with large, open

fields to the north and south; bordered by a low,

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

stone perimeter wall

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Foliow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual Jor instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 109 Vaughn Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetis Archives Facility Area(s) ' Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 101

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The property at 109 Vaughn Hill Road is a 1%-story, residential building. It is a typical example of an early 20th century,
Cape-type house. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has a symmetrical, five-bay
facade (east elevation) and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and set below a projecting
pedimented hood supported by wood braces. Fenestration consists of single, 2/2 and 1/1 double-hung sash windows set in
rectangular openings with molded wood surrounds. The structural system is wood frame on a concrete foundation. The
exterior walls are clad with wood shingles and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles as well as pattern shingles on the east
slope in the shape of a large letter "M". A shed dormer projects along the west slope of the roof and a secondary entrance
is located on the south elevation. QOther notable exterior architectural features include a frieze along the cast elevation. A
brick chimney rises from the center ridge of the roof. The property is in fair condition and also includes a 1-story, gable-roof
garage (early 20th c.) to the south of the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Vaughn Hill Road was named for H.L.. Vaughn who lived in the immediate area in the mid-19th century (Walling 1856),
109 Vaughn Hill Road was constructed on land that in 1856 was occupied by the residence of George Waldron (Walling
1856). The Waldrons continued to live there until at least 1879 when the house was occupied by Mrs. Waldron (1879 map).
Architectural evidence, based on comparisons with buildings of similar size and design, indicates that 109 Vaughn Hill Road
was constructed in the early 20th century. By 1910, Robert McGregor /sic], a coachsmith, was living there and it was
probably at this time when the building was constructed (Foss 1910:132). In 1916, William, a farm hand, Andrew, a farmer,
and John McGregor [sicj, farmer, are listed at this address (Foss 1916:244). By 1936, the MacGregors also occupied a
residence directly north of 109 Vaughn Hiil Road (1936 map). By 1969, 109 Vaughn Hill Road was their only place of
residence (1969¢). The MacGregor family continues to own the house (List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyaities of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, nd,

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990,

Humphrey, L.C. "Houses of Rochester, 1941”. Located at the Rochester Historical Society.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. 1.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MIC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphaberic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files Jocated at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester 109 Vaughn Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 101

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Maps
1795
1830
1856
1879
1903
1936

1941

196%9a
196%9b
196%9¢

Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

Map of Rochester. A.B.Hammond.

Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

Plymouth County Atlas of 1903.

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.
Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates,
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 386 Vaughn Hill Road

Historic Name Jenney Farm

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction cz. 1916

Source RHS files

Style/Form No Style/Colorial Revival; Four Square

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation concrete

Wall/Trim clapboard

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

large, L-shaped barn (MHC 103, early 20th ¢.); 2-story

building (early 20th ¢.)

Sketch Map Major Alterations (with dates)

none

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X mo yes Date

Acreage 4 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Sctting

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/vear) June 1998

Foliow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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Rochester 386 Vaughn Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 102, 103

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The complex currently known as Cervelli Farm at 386 Vaughn Hill Road is comprised of a 2-story, No Style/Colonial
Revival-style residential building, a large barn, and a 2-story processing and shipping building. The residence has a
rectangular plan with a high-pitched hip-roof. The primary entrance (west elevation) is centered on the facade within a 1-
story, hip-roof, full-facade, entrance porch with simple wood supports. Fenestration is comprised of 1/1 double-hung sash
windows set inrectangular openings with simple wood surrounds. A 1-story, hip-roofrear ell projects from the east elevation
and a brick chimney rises from the ridge of the main block. The large, 1'4-story, L-shaped, gambrel-roof barn (MHC 103,
early 20th ¢.) dominates the complex and stands to the northeast of the residence. The barn has an asphalt roof and rests on
a concrete block foundation. It is clad with wood shingles as well as sheet metal and vertical wood. Shed-roof dormers
project along the roof slopes. The processing and shipping building (early 20th ¢.) stands directly west of the barn. Itisa
2-story masonry building with a flat-roof and stuccoed exterior walls. The farm occupies 4 acres and sits at the northwest
comner of a 156 acre, large, open, agricultural field. The land slopes upwards towards the east.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

The three buildings that comprise the Jenney Farm on Vaughn Hill Road were constructed ca, 1916 (RHS files). The land
upon which they were constructed remained undeveloped until the early 20th century (Walling 1856, 1879 map). In 1886,
the land was purchased from Charity Sampson by William Hubbard. The property was then purchased by Lester W. Jenney
who is identified as the proprietor of the "Jenney Farm" in the 1926 and 1933 directories. Apparently, the house was
occupied by George E. B. Knight, a farmer, and his wife Mildred while Jenney resided in Mattapoisett (Foss 1926, 1933;
1936 map). George had previously lived on Alley Road (Foss 1911). By 1941, the property was occupied by Walter
Reynolds (1941 map). In 1950, the property, which included the three buildings, was sold to Raymond White of Acushnet
(RHS files). White used the buildings for his company, "White’s Dairy," until he sold it to a member of the Cervelli family.
This farm was part of the Cervelli family’s extensive land holdings within the area, including the agricultural landscape
(MHC 816) on Bowens Lane. Currently, the farm is home to the Jonathan Sprouts Company and members of the Cerveili
family reside nearby at 338 and 384 Vaughn Hill Road (List of Residents 1997).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumey, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commissicn, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Stafi photo by Mike Colto f

A beautiful scene - before the snow — in Rochester: A watering hoie and vast pasture, !
[

————
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Rochester 386 Vaughn Hill Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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220 Morrissey Boulevard 102, 103

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795  Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830 Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Frycburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Phymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903), Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704, Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢c  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.,

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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FORM B - BUILDING ‘

MassacHuseTTs Historicar Commission
MassacHUSETTS ArRCHIVES BUunLpiNG

220 Morrissey BOULEVARD
Elm'r_rw MHT-.c'mlwm 02125

/i

L

See attached map

Recorded by __Betty Heaulieu

Organization _Rochester Historical Comm.

Date (monthfyear) _ May 2000

Amsemor’s Mumber USGS
Z29,/88 Enipatu]J 1

Town __Rochester
Place (meighborbood or village)

Address

Historic Name Forter Farm

Uses: Present Besidence

Date of Construction _circa 1770
Source

Style/Form__ Cape
Architect/Builder Nathaniel Haskell
Exterior Marerial:

Foundagon Fleldstone

Wall/Trim _Wopod shingles
Roof _Asphalt shingles
Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

Barn circa 1770/ milk house

Major Alterations (with dates)

kitchen 1840

[:undjtiun i

Moved £lno Cyes Date

Acreage 2.5 acres

Setting Rural

Fallem Mamarbrerenn limrsrica! (aemicrsn Swrvey Mawmial mfn‘ complermg b firm



. BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (X see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

This one and one-half story full cape, built in the 1770s, has the original foundation and center chimney
with staggered flues, but no dampers. The main entrance is at the center front with two six -over-six
windows on ¢ach side of the front door. The kitchen was added on the north side in or about 1840, The
north side of this addition has a gable end with two six-over-six windows and 2 large entrance to the
basement. Rooms in the base of the chimney were believed to have been used to house slaves on their way )
to Canada. The original brick basement floor is still visible in the basement. There was an el attached to i
the rear of the main house and kitchen. The el is presently the house next door, sold to Thomas Medeiros
by the Pedersens. The original concrete steps from the el are currently used for the pool. There is a clear
“1837” mark in the mortar of the chimney and a clear “A_P.1867" in the concrete of the well in the front
vard. There is a not so ciear “1831” mark in the crumbling mortar of the kitchen foundation although the
Gaucher rescarch states about 1840. The floor is not al} original, The keeping room floor has been replaced
about 1830/90, no nails, and all set, tongue and groove. The present bedroom was the original parlor or
Parson’s room and has the fancy woodwork of the era. The dining room was the original bedroom and was
worn through. Now replaced with plywood and carpet. The original “pumpkin colored” floor paint runs
throughout. The focal point of this period house is the very rare “Good Morning” or “Morming Glory”
staircase. The front door steps are pink granite similar to that seen in other 1800 vintage houses. The
sidewalls have wooden shingles and the roof asphalt shingles.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ see continuation sheet
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s)
the owners/occupants played within the community.

-

Historical research of the Haskell family states this house was built by Nathaniel Haskell Sr, (1753-1827)
placing it circa 1775.Nathaniel Sr. was the son of Elnathan Haskell (1725-1818), grandson of Joseph and
Bethiah Haskell who lived in the Haskel! houses along New Bedford Rd. This house should be inciuded as
one of the old Haskell Houses of Rochester. Qwnership passed to Nathaniel Ir. and then to his son, John
P.T. Haskell, in 1837. John appears to be the last Haskell owning the house, The kitchen addition was built A
aboui 1840. Repatedly, the rooms in either side on the chimney in the basement were used to hide slaves on
their way to Canada as part of the “Underground Railroad™.

In 1847 John sold to Elias S. Chase of Berkley and the Chase family sold to Phillip R_Porter of New
Bedford in 1877. Members of the Porter family owned this” homestead farm until about 1940, The Porter
Farm grew 1o include acreage on the east side of Walnut Plain Road as well as this place on the westerly
side of the road. Porter was a hunberman and hired men from Canada to cut timber for him.

K They bunked in the el that was attached to the rear of the main house and kitchen. From the el, one could
! go from the main house to the barn and “outhouse” without going cutside. The Pedersens sold this ¢l to
‘ Thomas Medeiros. It is presently their home at 317 Walnut Plain Road. The barn was used as a barn until

1971, when the Gaunchers turmed it into an antique shop.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . - [0 see continuation sheet

-

Mary Hall Leonard, “ Ancient Haskell Houses of Rochester.” Wareham Courier, August 5,1915.
James A Hartshorn, Research from Plymouth County Repistry of Deeds

Nancy Lee Gaucher “The Old Porter Farm™ 1981

Rochester Historical Society © Haskell History — 1973”

Vital Records of Rochester, Maasachusetts to 1850,

& Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement form.
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Rochester 307 Walnut Plain Road

MassacHuseTTs Historicar CoMMISSION
MassACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING Aresfs) FOfm $o. J

220 Mormissey BouLEvarp
Boston, MassacnuserTs 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTION {continuesd )

e shingle sided barm of the same age as the house has wood shingle sides and an asphali shingle rooT
e two-storied barm shows some hard wear being used as a barm until 1971 when il was tumed into an
sntique shop. The fine hand-shaved beams snd peg construction is still cvidenl. There is an adjscent milk
house, made of stone and built @vio the ground for coaling,
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February/March 1981

"THE OLD PORTER FARM"
307 Walnut Plain Road
Rochester, Mass. 02770

House was bullt in the 1730's...present reaseach has placed
it between 1737 & 1740. One of the Ancient Haskell Houses
of Rochester....was built by Nathaniel Haskell, Sr., 5th
generation, 2nd son of L. Nathan. His son Nathaniel, Jr.,
Major, Army of the Rep. under Gen. G. Washington, built

the white house to the North, (2 lots away) for his
daughter, Eugenia Haskell,

The kitchen addition was added in or about, 1340 ..0original
stone foundation, center chimney, staggered flus, but

no dampers., Rooms in base of chimney, reputedly used by
the Porter Family to hide slaves on their way to Canada
as part ot the "Underground Railway". Porter was a
lumberman and hired men from "Canady" to cut timber for
him. They bunked in the "EL"which was attached to the
rear of the wmain house and the ktcn. From there proceeded
acxoss the yvard to the rear of the barn. One could go
from the main house to the barn and "Outhouse" without
going gutside., The EL is presently the house next door.
$cld to Mr. Medeiros by the prior owner, K. Pederson.

The floors are not all original,. the Keeping room floor
has been replaced, circa 1888/90, no nails, all set t/g.
The present bedroom was the original parlor or Parson's
room and has the fancy woodwork of the era and the floor.
The dining room was the original bedroom and the floor

was worn through. We have removed the ?/4" plywood covering
and replaced it with 5/8 and covered with carpet. Our

hope was to find old floor boards and replace the original.
The original "Pumpkin colored" floor paint runs
throughout.

The focal point of this period house is the very rare
"Good Morning" Staircase. Sometimes referred to as a
"Morning Glory" because of its stvle,

Research has been made through the Plymouth County Records,
Rochester Town, and "Cape Cod Houses"..D.Doane; Beyond

New England Thresholds..S. Chamberlain; 0ld New England
Houses; and various Historical and architectural
references,




The Barn has shown some hard ware, and it was used as

a barn until 1971, when we began to turn it into a shop.
The fine hand-shaved beams and peg construction is still
evident. There is an adjacent milk house, made of stone
and built into the ground for coccling, etc.

Note: We presume this was written by Nancy
Lee Gaucher. Her original write up
would not copy well., This was retyped
without any changes.

James A. Hartshorn
October 1897
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In Area no. Form no,
- RoC"Jp

1. Town__ RoOchester

Map. Draw sketchof buncung TOUZIONn
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. -

USGS Quadrant $pn. patus Eﬂﬂi

MHC VPhorto no.

T
© T Address Walnut Plain Hd.
- Name: Eugeniaz Haskell house
. ~ Present use - home ,
' Present owner E8tate of ‘Lawyer Doran
1 _\ - szem' Far‘rf\“._ .
o 3 Descrlptmn-
.:'.'l . " _Da%e_—_ 1808777"’7”"-7””” o
A Source Ply.Co.Registry of Deeds
e _ “cmurra
e Style -'F' o
- sder=1

Archli';eced“ Y. Nathaniel Haskell

Extenor wall fahnc Wood Bhingles
' -out—-l"ouse

Outbmldmgs (descrﬂ}e)
‘Cellar built to be

besafea&“reea&ﬁemme_, oorwey

(¥an . and tablatur=}

 Date

Altered e ——

© Date

Moved

q ! ' B
3 5. Lot sme-"—
" Less than cne acre Over one acre
g ) Approx1mate frontage Qm.
Approx1mate chstance of bu11d1ng from street
L _ : over 100._,._. o o
HLLO_—,K Rg,;p /
50 NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 7 Ll 6 Recorded by _ﬁ_ar-'ﬂna J By Prapd. -

Orgamzatxon_ﬁuwsznm cal ""“’"’ﬁ-




: e . ~#a)or lathanfiel Haskell
. Original owner (if known) . i

. home
Criginal use

) . . homs,posslple Jail -
Subsequent uses (if anv) and dates

8. Themes (cﬁeck as many as applicable)

¥
Aboriginal _____ Conservation Recreation \
Agricultural Education Religion !
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/
The Arts - settlemeunt inveantion
Commerce Industry ) Social/
Commuaication Military Humanitarian x
Community development Political T Transportation _
9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) ‘
MaJor Haskell,a seafaring men,(and ses of Gecorge Yashinzton's zid Ae
' brother .

camp,Major Elnathan Haskell,)traded in the indies gang brought back lumbsry
and furnishinge for thisz house. The Majlor dqaigned 1T himsslf, end laid sut
Jall cells 1n tvhe cellar,but no record haes been found of their use,

Of his. <f: children,severzl moved sawaYv,and hie very bezutiful
daughter,Miss Eugenis Haskell becsme hie heir. She wss famous far and wide
for her beautly,charascter,and goodness,and was the mgin character in the

book "Apigail in the Pines". She lived 1820-1907 and is remembared Dy
some of Hocheaterta older residents.

knen the present owner,Doran,died, he glgnirfied 4in his will that

his hired man ecould live out his 1ife in the house, out- that alentrivIty

might never be installed, To this day theare is no electrieity.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Plywouth Count - Registry of Deeds

Memolrs {Legends,Loves,loyaltlies of 0ld HNew England"

3/73
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Rochester 344 Walnut Plain Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
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Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Photographs taken by the Public Archaeology Laboratory, May 1998
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Y FORM CONTIN N SHEET Community: Property Address:

Kochester 344 Walnut Plain Road
Massachusetis Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Areals) Form Nao.
210 Morrissey Boulevard 20

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Update prepared by the Rochester Historical Commission, June 1998

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

When the last information was gathered on the Eugenia Haskell House in 1973, it was noted that when the owner, Lawyer
Doran, died, it was stipulated in his will that the hired man who was then caretaker could live out his life there but that
electricity could not be installed. Since 1973, there have been two additional owners and electricity was installed when the
house passed to the first new owner. One of the changes also made at this time includes the rem odeling of the pantry ofT the
kitchen into a modern bathroom. Additional changes include new windows.

The second, and present owner, altered the bathroom location and restored the kitchen pantry, Most of the lumber taken out
of the pantry was found discarded on the premises and used to complete the pantry. Other areas of restoration have been done
in a manner to preserve and enhance what was already there.

With the exception of the north wall, the house still has the original hand-made shingles. A large barn is being built to replace
the criginal bam, torn down some time ago. Sixty-five percent of the timbers going into the barn are from an old Rochester
bam dismantled fairly recently that was part of the Hatch House/Jenkins Homestead at 355 New Bedford Road (MHC 165,
ca, 1740). Other old timbers from varied sources are also being used. [t was in the original barn that Eugenia Haskell died
while tending her animals during a severe snowstorm in 1907 at age 89, Miss Haskell lived alone, with the help of one hired
man, and on the day of her death she had given him the day off.

Eugina.Haskell-House
333 Walnut Plain
Rochester, MA-
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Rachester 333 Walnut Plain Road
Massaciuser s Historican CoMMISSIoN
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES DUILDING Areals) Form No.
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD \ s,

Boston, MassaciuseTTs 02125

1998 UPDATE OF INFORMATION ON THE "EUGENIA HASKELL HOUSE."

When the last information was gathered on this house in 1873, it was noted that
when the owner, Lawyer Doran, died, it was stipulated in his will that the hired
man who was then caretaker could live out his life there, but that electricity
could not be installed. There was no electricty there at that time in 1973.

Since 1973, there have keen two additional owners and =zlectricty was installed
when the house passed to the first new owner. One of the changes made also at
this time was to make a pantry off the kitchen intoc a modern bathrocm. Some other
changes were made such as different style windows, etc.

The second, and present cwner, 1s more attuned to the historical presesrvation
of this fine home, even to the sextent of changing the bathroom location and restoring
the Kitchen pantry. Fortunately, most of the lumber taken out of the pantrv was
found discarded on the premises and used Lo completa the pantry. Other areas of
rastoraticon have been done in a menner to preserve and enbance what was already
there.

With the exception of the north wall, the hcuse still has the original hand-made
shingles. A large barn is being built to replace the original barn, torn down scme
time ago. Sixty-five percent of the timbers going into the barn are from an old
Rochester barn dismantled fairly recently. Other oid timbers from varisd sources
ara also being used. While not the original barn, 1t seems appropriate to return
a parn to this location, for it was in the old barn that the unigue and beautiful
Bugenia Haskell died while tending her animals during a severe snowstorm in 1907
at age 89. Miss Haskell lived contentedly alone, with the help of one hired man.

On this particular day she had given him the day off.
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FL\:D' G HANDED DOWN I\T THF
; HAS]:_ELL WILL CASE

Litigation - _Had . Been in

‘Progress
Over . Two- Years—Dispute ' to
Title of . Property Situated in
Kochester. .

A decision has been handed down
by Judge C. T. Davis of tha land
court of FPlymouth county, nding for
the tenant in the case of Flarrist H.
Iittie et al. va. Georga ¥. Slivelra.
saying that the title to the dlsputed
premises In Rochester fa with  Mr.
Silvelra. This case has been in  the
courts during the last two years and
is concernmed with the - controversy
ovar the homestead of Hugenia L.
Haskell of Rochaster, who dled In
1907 and begueathed the 'property,
among other things, to Sllveira. Her
bheirs brought suit, disputing hiy title
to the farm. James P. Doran of thils
eity represented tha tenant. The
decision of the court is as followsa: -

Thig iz a writ of entry brought by
tha helrs of NWathaniel Hasksll, late
of Rochester, against the devisee under
the will of Eugenia L. Haskell, late of
sald Rochester, to recover Dossession
af the old Haskell homestead in said
i Rachester, and ths only guestion In
COHU‘OVE?SY Is ms to the construction

_.Gf the will of sald Nathanlel Haskell,
-written in 1837,

and probated in 1941.
.The demanded’ premlises were In the
"Hagkell family from 1771 to the death
of the sald BEugenia Y. Haskell in 1507.
By his will sald Nathanfel FHaskell
left to his sons certaln swamp lots; to
his wife, so long as sHe should remalin
hig widow, the use ¢’ kll the rest of
his eatate, and In any event the use

ni; hereo if .
: gether Avith. fve hundred -dollars; and

“in a case of this kind iroem a study of

‘ried on 'sald hbmesitead as-a farm,

£6 -hls thraé daughters ‘he gave and e~
vised 1o thiam, ‘and théir "heirs ds tén¥
ants ‘In comimon, ‘all.the residua and
remainder of my estate, real and per-
sonal, - 0 long -as they shail “remain
sols .&nd unmarried, and if either ‘of
them should marry, my will is that
those who ‘remajn single shall have
and:enjoy the portion so devised to
the one so marrying, they paying to
the one so marrying the sum of three
hundred dollars in six months from
her marriage and the further sum of
three hundred dollars -in  twelve
months from said marriage.”

Counsel for thes demandants =~ has
submitted a long and learned brief re-
viewlng many cases, together with an
Ingenious argument based upon the
consideration -of various events which
might haves ,occurred, but dlid not.
But little assistance is to be obtained

the authorities cited, nor is much sid
to be had in determining the intent
of the testator from a consideration of
various interesting complications
which might have arisen and which he
must be presu*ned to have contem-
plated.

Tha demandants' cla:m is tha.t the
devise 'to the three daughters was of
a life estate only, elther leaving the
remainder -undisposed of by will or
alsa to thelr heirs, who as events
have turned out are the demandants.
ATl of the three daughters were, at the
tima the will was drawn, marriagea-
ble and atiraciive women, but all re-
mained unmarried, and resided
throughout their lives on the demand-
ed .premisez. Two of the daughters,
Charlotta and Julfia, died testate, de-
vising all real eastate and any Interesi
thereln to the third, the sald Eugenia.
Eugenia died at the age of 89 years,
and up to tho time of her death car-

with the =aid of the tenant, & Portu-
guese who had been in her employ for
many years.. By her will, ‘which was

words

bequeathed‘ .
perﬂona] propec

aaughters as bein
estate lonlyr leavés otit of. conmdera-
tion entirely the important phirase “to
them and their: hcirs" unless - the
“and their helrs” are- tox be
taken as words ¢f purchase rather
than words of limitation. -"The 'word
“gssigns” 18 omliited,. and tkis is In
soma cases VEery . signlﬁea’nt, -If the
word “heirs,”” however, is to bs taken
only a8 & word of - purchase or of
substitution, theri the provision which
follows with regard to the payments
te be made to the danghters as they
milzht marry loses its natural! effect.
The testator’s obvious intention, and
almost single ddsire, was to take care
of his vnmarried danghters by means
of his homestead estate. To that end
{t seemns to_me that he gave them,
and intended to glve therm, an estate
in fea,” Whether the rurther pro-
vision that the Interest of any daugh-
ter marrylng should go .to " those re-
malning single, in exchange for the
payment of six hundred dal]ars, was
{ntended to take effect by way ‘of &
detérminable fes,” or. con&ltional Hml-
tation, or springing or shifting usa,
and whether it was. invalid as being
in restraint.of ; marriage. or . was a
reasonable provision for’ the conver-
sion of an umhmarried-daughtier’s in-
terest In_the homéestead into & cash
dowry for her as-a~bride, is net now
materfal. - The daughters did not
marry, and tha interest ol ths two

‘who pre-deceased Fugenia, whatever

it was, vested, elther under their awn
wills or under thelr father's,:-in her,
Without making any ruling on what
are now mereily academie. questions,
I rule .that title to > the + demanded
premises 18 dn the ‘tenant™ " "
Judgmcnt ror the tenant .-
. : Da.vis. .T L C.

g -L;a_;ch 29, 1849 .
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 588 Walnut Plain Road

Histforic Name H. Look House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction mid-19th c./before 1856

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form No Style/ 3/4 Cape

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim clapboard

Roof _asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

large, | 1/2-story gable-roof barn; l-story. side-gable

shop/cottage (early 20th ¢.)

Sketeh M“P Major Alferations (with dates)

1 1/2-story, gable-roof ell (mid-19th ¢.)

see attached map

Condition good

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 1.10 acres

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus Sefting _set back about 25 feet and perpendicular from

road; gravel drive to south; 2 granite posts at end

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboaratory, Inc.

of drive; cranberry bog (MHC 803)

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The H. Look House at 588 Walnut Plain Road is a 1}4-story, 3/4 Cape-type residential building. It is a tvpical example of
its type and period, the Cape form being the predominant building type in Rochester throughout the 18th, 19th, and 20th
centuries. The building is rectangular in plan and has a side-gable roof. The main block has an asymmetrical, four-bay
facade (west elevation) and is three bays in depth. The primary entrance is offset on the facade and consists of a vertical
wood door with iron hinges set below a 5-light transom with wood panel surrounds. Fenestration consists of single, 2/1 and
6/6 double-hung sash windows set in rectangular openings with simple wood surrounds. The structural system is timber
frame on a granite foundation. The exterior walls are clad with clapboard and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Other
notable exterior architectural features include cornice returns. A 1%-story, gable-roof ell on a stone foundation is attached
to the east elevation (mid-19th c.) and a side ell connects to a large, 1%-story, gable-roof barn on the north elevation. Three
brick chimneys are located at the center ridge of the main block, the ridge of the rear ell, and the exterior of the side ell. The
property is in good condition and also includes a 1-story, side-gable shop/cottage with a shed-roof porch (early 20th ¢.). Two
tall granite posts mark either side of the gravel drive to the south. An associated cranberry bog (MHC §03) sits to the
southeast of the property,

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Walnut Plain Road, extending from North Rochester at the Middleborough line to Rochester Center, has been a major
thoroughfare leading to the town center since the early 18th century (1704 Map). Throughout the 18th century, development
concentrated in and around Rochester Center with very few settlements to the north. During the 19th century industry and
farming activity flourished in North Rochester, while residential development was mainly limited to farms (MHC 1981:9).

The Look House at 588 Walnut Plain Road was constructed in the mid-19th century, before 1856, possibly for a member of
the Look family. H. ook lived there in 1856, followed by J.H. Look in 1879 (Walling 1856, 1879 map). Lock was a partner
in the Look & Stevens Box Board & Shingle Mill which operated a mill just south of the house. Several other saw and grist
mills were similarly located along the West Branch of the Sippican River during the 19th century (Walling 1856, 1879 map).
By 1903, the property was occupied by Joseph C. Look, a carpenter and builder (Foss 1903:37). In 1910, Mrs. Joseph C.
Look resided there (Foss 1910:132).

Bernadino H. Varella (1851-1920) and his wife Christina Varella (1853-1923) emigrated from the Cape Verde Islands around
1900. It was shortly after this that the Varella family purchased the property. Bernadino farmed the land, opened a grocery
store, and planted and cultivated a cranberry bog (MHC 803) directly across the street, Bermadino worked as a foreman and
builder of numerous cranberry bogs in the area and became a leader of the Cape Verdean community, In 1910 Anna Varella,
daughter of Bernadino and Christina, married Nicholas Tavares, a farmer, and remained at 588 Walnut Plain Road until
Anna’s death in 1961. The Varella family became well-known in Rochester and many descendants of Bernadino and
Christina settled in this area along Walnut Plain Road, High Street, and Burgess Avenue (Mendes 1984:no page). In 1996
the east side of Walnut Plain Road, at the junction of Walnut Plain Road and High Street, was designated "Varella Corner”
and marked by a small monument and sign.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)
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Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907,

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Directory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachusetts,
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gumey, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns”. New England Magazine, vol. 20, p- 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, Ma, 1976.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MFC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Massachusetts State Archives Facility, 1981,

Mendes, et al. "The Long Journey”, 1934,

Town of Rochester. List of Residents; Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetts. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856 Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Phymouth County Atlas of 1903.

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a  Town of Rochester, Massachuseuts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

1969b  Town of Rochester, Massachusens, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.

1969¢  Town of Rochester, Massachusetts Town Map. Prepared by Tibbetts Engineering Corp., New Bedford, MA.

------- Town of Rochester Assessor’s Plans. Various surveyors and dates.
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Massachusets Historical Commission

g0 Eu}‘lﬂnn Street 15 Sniptuit P'l::imi 914
Boston, Massachusers 02116

Town Rochester

Place (meighborbood or village)
Phﬂmﬂﬂph Junction of

(3" x 3" or 3-1/2" x 5", Black and white mmly) Address or Location walout plain & High St
Label pboto om back with touwn and property addres.
Rtmﬂﬁ.ﬁu mﬂ;ndmguﬂw riemibers bere on the

e affhems avr ke e, Ownership ~ ® Public [ Private
iEL'-t (check ome):

% monument
[ milestone
pmmpnsiuun kx marker

MName _ Varella Corner

pnstracton _ 1996

g s (with dates) no

Conditon good

Moved &l no [J yes Date

Acreage

Setting __ Juntion country roads,fields,
bogs, few homes

Recorded by_susan M. LaFleur
Organization Rochester Historical Comm,
Date (month/year) __May 1999

Follow Masachurests Historical Commizrion Swroey Manual mreructions for compleeomg chir form.



OBJECT FORM

DESIGN ASSESSMENT  [X see continuation sheet
Describe the design features of the object, and evaluate in terms of other similar types of objects within the

COTMINUTNILY.

Varella Corner is the curve in the road where High Street bears right onto Walnut
Plzin Rd. and is on the edge of the property bordering the Varella Bog.

The marker, similar to both the Watling and Gayoski markers, is a wooden post
about 7 1/2 fi. tall with a sign designed and made by then Selectroan David Hughes with
materials he donated. The sign is 24" x 24" square with black lettering. On the post above
the sign is a horizontal piece of scrolled work.

A number of feet to the left of the sign is a large stone with engraving. The stone is
approximately 3 1/2 fi. x 3 fi.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X1 see continuation sheet
Explain the bistory of the object, and bow it relates to the development of the community.

The idea of 2 marker to hosor the Varellas was brought before the town's
Selectmen by Mrs. Thompson, a descendent. She thought it would be good if something
counld be done to show appreciation to members of a family who had done nmch for their
community. A marker was formerly dedicated in 1996 commemorating their contribution
to Rochester. '

The first member of the family in town was Bernadino H. Varella (1851-1920)
wheo arrived here in 1900 after leaving his home in the Cape Verde Islands and his fannily
in 1884. After many years traveling on whale ships and etc. he came to Rochester where
be settled. In 1901, after 17 vears, he returned to the Islands to bring his family to
America. They artived in 1902, His wife Christina (1853-1923), 2 daughters and a son in
law.

ENTIRE INSCRIPTION (if applicable):

The sign reads - Varella Comer - Dedicated June 29, 1996

The stone reads - Varella Comer - Dedicated - June 29, 1996 - In Memory of
Bemadino - 1851-1920 Christing - 1853-1932
The Lond Journey From Cape Verde - Arrived 1836
CU FE NA DEUS

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES T sec comtinuation sheet
The Varella Story - "The Long Journey" - compiled by Descendents - Agnes Tavares
Mendes, Josephine Smith Joseph, Lena Smith Britto, Flora Cabral Santos Moateiro, &
Natalie Mendes.
The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Ing,
Pavid Hughes - Past Rochester Selectman

[0 Recommended for listing in National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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Design Asscssment - continuation

The family and the town together placed the markers and landscaped. Set in an
oval arca approximately 25 ft. x 1561 and covered with wood chips, a small evergreen tree
sits to the left of the stone. Several small plants, including Rhoderdendrons, are also
planted.

Historical Narrative -  continuation

Purchasing a home (588 Walnut Plain Rd MHC 104) and about 15 acres of

property on Walnut Plain Rd. and High Street. Bemadino farmed the land and built a
cranberry bog (MHC 803) across from his home. With the help of his family he also ran 2
grocery store in the area. Ben, to his friends, worked as a foreman and helped build
numerous cranberry bogs in the town.

Thought to be among the very first Cape Verdeans to settle in the area, Bemadino
was highly regarded and considered a leader in the Cape Verdean community as it grew.
Their descendants still live in the family home and throughout the area.
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Sketch Map

see attached map

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address or Location _Walnut Plain Road/High Street

Name varella Cranberry Bog

Ownership _| Public ¥ Private

Type of Landscape (check one)

] park (] farm land
] green/common  mine/quarry
] garden 7 training field

(] boulevard/parkway
wi other (specifi) cranberry bog

Date or Period early 20th century

Source Mendes 1984

Landscape Architect

Location of plans

Alterations/Intrusions (with dates)

Condition good

Acreage approx. 9 acres

Setting located at northeast corner High and Walnut

streets; bordered by tall, mature pines; land slopes

upward along edges

Recorded by M.K. Harrington and Emily L. Paulus

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/vear) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual intsructions Jor completing this form
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VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT (continued)

Located along northeast corner of the intersection at High Street and Walnut Plain Road is the Varella Cranberry Bog, a
roughly rectangular bog that occupies approximately 9 acres of land. It is located to the southeast of the H. Look House at
588 Walnut Plain Road (MHC 104, mid-19th ¢./before 1856). It extends across the West Branch Sippican River and is
surrounded by upland. There does not appear to be any outbuildings associated with the bog. The bog is surrounded by
several residences and is bordered by tall, mature pines. The land slopes upwards along its edges.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Walnut Plain Road, extending from North Rochester at the Middleborough line to Rochester Center, has been a major
thoroughfare leading to the town center since the carly 18th century (1704 Map). Throughout the 18th century, development
concentrated in and around Rochester Center with very few settlements to the north. During the 19th century industry and
farming activity flourished in North Rochester, while residential development was mainly limited to farms (MHC 1981:9).

The first known efforts to grow cranberries commercially in Southeastern Massachusetts began in the early 19th century.

The cultivation of cranberries began on Cape Cod about 1850, and the nearby town of Plymouth became one of the leading
cranberry producers in the state. The cranberry’s rise in popularity among local farmers in the late 19th century was based
on the fact that they grew best in previously worthless swampland, and provided a much needed supplement to their economy.
Other factors in cranberry development included the depletion of soil from other crops, the rising value of cranberries, and
the invention of the cranberry scoop. In the early 20th century, demand and market projections prompted the consolidation
of family-owned bogs into large companies, as evident in the formation of the Decas Cranberry Company (MHC 68, ca.

1935).

Early efforts at cranberry cultivation in Rochester include companies such as the Hiller Brothers Inc., which started up in
1908 when Robert and Isaac Hiller of Marion and Judah Hathaway of Rochester built 2 4 and 10 acre bog adjacent to Bates
Road, prior to the extension of Mary’s Pond Road to East-Over Farms (MHC Area B). The Hiller Brothers continued to build
bogs in that same arca until 1948, at which time they had totaled approximately 50 acres of bog in Rochester and
approximately 50 adjacent acres in Marion. Benjamin A. Vose of Marion also began building a bog around 1905 in swamp
land adjacent to the Hiller Brothers development. These bogs are now owned by the Hiller Brothers, whose current land totals
approximately 155 acres (personal communication, Barbara Besse, June 1998).

One of many cranbetry bogs in Rochester, this cranberry bog has been cultivated since the early 20th century by Bernadino
Varella (1851-1920), who immigrated from the Cape Verdean Islands around 1900 and settled nearby at the H. Look House
at 588 Walnut Plain Road (MHC 104, mid-19th c./before 1856). Bernadino farmed the land, opened a grocery store, and
planted and cultivated this cranberry bog, which became his family’s livelihood. Bernadino worked as a foreman and builder
of numerous cranberry bogs in the area and became a leader of the Cape Verdean community. The Varella family became
well-known in Rochester and many descendants of Bernadino and Christina settled in this area along Walnut Plain Road,
High Street, and Burgess Avenue (Mendes 1984:n0 page). In 1996 the east side of Walnut Plain Road, at the junction of
Walnut Plain Road and High Street, was designated "Varella Corner" and marked by a small monument and sign.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Committee of the Town of Mattapoisett. Mattapoisett and Old Rochester, Massachusetts. The Grafton Press, New York,
NY, 1907.

Foss, A.E. & Company. Resident and Business Divectory of Rochester, Wareham, Marion, and Mattapoisett, Massachuseits.
Hopkinton, MA, various dates.

Goodenough, Caroline Leonard. Legends, Loves, and Loyalties of Old New England. Published by the author, Rochester,
MA, n.d.

Gurney, Judith Jenney. Tales of Old Rochester. Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1990.

Hurd, Duane Hamilton, ed. History of Plymouth County. J.W. Lewis & Co., Philadelphia, PA, 1884.

Leonard, Mary Hall. "Old Rochester and Her Daughter Towns". New England Magazine, vol. 20, p. 613-635, n.d.

Marion Bicentennial Commission. Sippican 76. Marion Bicentennial Commission, Marion, MA, 1976,

Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Town of Rochester. Massachusetts Historical
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Mendes, et al. "The Long Journey", 1984.

Personal Communication, Barbara Besse, June 1998.

Town of Rochester. List of Residents, Street List; Alphabetic List. Rochester, MA, 1997.

Vertical files located at the Rochester Historical Society in Rochester, MA.

Visser, Thomas Durant. "Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings” University Press of New England,
London, 1997,

Maps

1795 Rochester, Massachusetrs. Hand drawn map of town of Rochester.

1830  Map of Rochester. A. B. Hammond.

1856  Map of the Town of Rochester, Plymouth County. Henry Francis Walling.

1879 Town of Rochester, Massachusetts. Saco Valley Printing, Fryeburg, ME, 1986.

1903 Plymouth County Atlas of 1903

1936 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-/936. (Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made January 15, 1934,

1941 Plan of Town of Rochester, 1686-1941. {Based on Plymouth County atlas of 1903). Additions and changes
made August 1941,

1969a Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1704. Rochester Historical Society.

19696 Town of Rochester, Massachuseits, 1854. Rochester Historical Society.
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Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address or Location _Walnut Plain Road

Name Styart's Cranberry Bog

Ownership 1 Public W Private

Type of Landscape (check one)

[ park [ farm land

_J} green/common [~ mine/quarry
] garden [ training field
[} boulevard/parkway

Wi other (specifi) cranberry bog

Date or Period _ecarly 20th century

Source 1936 map

Landscape Architect

Location of plans

Alterations/Intrusions (with dates)

Sketch Map

Condition good

see attached map Acreage 59.14 acres

Setting boghouses accessed by gravel drive; bordered by

tall pines

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Marual intsructions for completing this form
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VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT (continued)

Located on the west side of Walnut Plain Road, Stuart's Bog is a roughly S-shaped cranberry bog that occupies 59.14 acres
of land. It sits at the southeast corner of 123 acres of swamp and upland known as Cedar Swamp. There are three large
processing and storage buildings and several small sheds associated with the bog. A 1'%-story, L-plan boghouse with a gable
roof sits at the foot of the northeast end of the bog. It is accessible by a long, narrow grave! and dirt drive. A 1-story,
rectangular shed/screen house building with a low-pitch, gable roof is located at the eastern end of the bog, opposite the L.-
plan building. A small, 1-story shed/screen house with a gable roof sits at the southeast end of the bog. The bog is
surrounded by tall, mature pines.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Wainut Plain Road, extending from North Rochester at the Middleborough line to Rochester Center, has been a major
thoroughfare leading to the town center since the early 18th century (1704 Map). Throughout the |8th century, development
concentrated in and around Rochester Center with very few settlements to the north. During the 19th century industry and
farming activity flourished in North Rochester, while residential development was mainly limited to farms (MHC 1981:9).

The first known efforts to grow cranberries commercially in Southeastern Massachusetts began in the early 19th century.
The cultivation of cranberries began on Cape Cod about 1850, and the nearby town of Plymouth became one of the leading
cranberry producers in the state. The cranberry’s rise in popularity among local farmers in the late 19th century was based
on the fact that they grew best in previously worthless swampland, and provided 2 much needed supplement to their economy.
Other factors in cranberry development included the depletion of soil from other crops, the rising value of cranberries, and
the invention of the cranberry scoop. In the early 20th century, demand and market projections prompted the consolidation
of family-owned bogs into large companies, as evident in the formation of companies like the Decas Cranberry Companv
(MHC 68, ca. 1933).

Early efforts at cranberry cultivation in Rochester include companies such as the Hiller Brothers Inc., which started up in
1908 when Robert and Isaac Hiller of Marion and Judah Hathaway of Rochester built a 4 and 10 acre bog adjacent to Bates
Road, prior to the extension of Mary’s Pond Road to East-Over Farms (MHC Area B). The Hiller Brothers continued to build
bogs in that same area until 1948, at which time they had totaled approximately 50 acres of bog in Rochester and
approximately 50 adjacent acres in Marion. Benjamin A. Vose of Marion also began building a bog around 1905 in swamp
land adjacentto the Hiller Brothers development. These bogs are now owned by the Hiller Brothers, whose current land totals
approximately 155 acres (personal communication, Barbara Besse, June 1998).

Cranberry bog outbuildings typically include a screen house, which is built next to the bog to provide shelter for the workers
who screen the crop. Other outbuildings include pump houses, that contro! the water level of the bog, and workers shantys,
often used to house seasonal workers or construction workers who build the bog.

One of many cranberry bogs in Rochester, Stuart’s Bog has been cultivated since the early 20th century, before 1936 (1936
map). The L-shaped boghouse is probably the oldest building associated with the bog and was constructed between 1941
and 1969 (1941 map; 1969c map). The two shed/screen houses were probably constructed shortly after this. The bog remains



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:

Rochester Walnut Plain Road
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard 862 7/ g

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

in use to the present day.
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see attached map

Recorded by M. K. Harrington, E. Paulus

Organization The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.

Date (month/day/year) June 1998

Town Rochester

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 1129 Walnut Plain Road

Historic Name Isaiah Wilbur House

Uses: Present residential

Original residential/agricultural

Date of Construction mid-19th c./before 1856

Source Walling 1856

Style/Form Gothic Revival/Colonial Revival

Architect/Builder

Extertor Material:

Foundation granite

Wall/Trim clapboard

Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

garage (early 20th ¢.), barn/shop (MHC 106, mid-late 19th

¢.); (2) small cottages

Major Alterations (with dates)

side ell {late 19th ¢.); rear ell (mid-20th c.), porch (early-mid

20th ¢.): portico (early 20th ¢.)

Condition excellent

Moved X no yes Date

Acreage 36.10 acres

Setting situatedona large lot; surrounded by a low, stone

perimeter wall; vegetation includes mature trees,

shrubs, and a group of small, immature pines

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission 5 urvey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

The Isaiah Wilbur House at 1129 Walnut Plain Road is a 1%z-story, residential building notable for its Gothic Revival and
Colonial Revival-style characteristics. It is situated about 50 feet from the road on a large 1ot surrounded by a low, stone
perimeter wall, which also contains two outbuildings. The building has a rectangular plan with a side-gable roof and a side
ell addition (late 19th ¢.). The main block, which faces northeast, has a 5-bay facade and is 2 bays in depth. A large gable
dormer pierces the roof on the facade. The primary entrance is centered on the facade and consists of a single door flanked
by sidelights. A gabled portico with Doric columns extends to cover the entrance. Two chimneys are located on the interior
end of the main unit while one appears on the slope of the side ell. All roof surfaces are clad with asphalt shingles and the
exterior wall fabric is clapboard. The structural system of the building is timber frame on a granite foundation. The
building’s fenestration includes 6/1 double-hung sash windows and a bay window on the east side of the ell. The windows
are set in rectangular openings with simple wood lintels and sills. Other notable features include an oriel window and deep
cornice returns. The building has been altered by a rear ell with integral garage (mid-20th ¢.), attached porch {early-mid 20th
c.), and portico (early 20th ¢.). The porch, located on the northeast side of the ell, is 4-bays wide with a shed roof and
contains square posts and no rail. The outbuildings on the property consist of a 1-story, 2-bay, front-gable garage (early 20th
c.), and a 4-by-3 bay, clapboard, side-gable barn/shop (MHC 106, mid-late 19th ¢.), once used as a piano factory, to the
southwest of the house. The property at 1129 Walnut Plain Road is in excellent condition and retains a medium degree of
its architectural integrity. Vegetation includes grass, mature trees, shrubs and a group of small, immature pines planted in
straight, vertical lines within a stone wall enclosure to the south of the house. Two small cottages are located directly south
of this row of pines, and are barely visible from the road.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Walnut Plain Road, extending from North Rochester at the Middleborough line to Rochester Center, has been a major
thoroughfare leading to the town center since the early 18th century (1704 Map). Throughout the 18th century, development
concentrated in and around Rochester Center with very few settlements to the north. During the 19th century industry and
farming activity flourished in North Rochester, while residential development was mainly limited to farms (MHC 1981:9).

1129 Walnut Plain Road, known as the “old piano factory,” was probably built in the mid-19th century as a farm. The house
was occupied in the 19th century by Isaiah Wilbur (Gurney 1990:33). It is identified as the residence of T. Wilbur on the
1854 map and I.T. Wilbur on the 1879 map. By 1903, there were no Wilbur’s living in Rochester, and Hiriam N. Barrows,
a farmer, was residing at this address (Foss 1903:29). The Barrows remained at this address until the 1930s when the house
was occupied by S.P. Barrows (1936 map). By 1933, resident directories show no Barrows living in Rochester, although the
1933 directory identifies Leon F. Anderson, a piano manufacturer, as residing on Walnut Plain Road (Foss 1933:175). This
indicates that Barrows may have rented the property to Anderson. Anderson resided at the house with Frederick T., a
poulterer; Frederick’s wife Josephine C.; and Mabel Anderson, a teacher (Foss 1933:175). Anderson, a former superintendent
of Steinway and Vose Piano dealers, remodeled the large outbuilding on the property for use as a piano factory around 1935
(Gurney 1990:33). By 1969, E. Flood was residing at 1129 Walnut Plain Road (1969b map). The Flood family owns several
adjacent lots in the surrounding area. The house is currently occupied by Agnes R. Flood, Marc N. Fuller, Kelly A. Murphy,
and Sean P. Murphy (List of Residents 1997),
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