
January 22, 1992 

Minutes of the special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Skokie Public Library 

held Wednesday, January 22, 1992. 

CAIL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Diana Hunter, President. 

Members present: Diana Hunter, President; Walter B. Flintrup, Vice President; Norma 

Zatz, Secretary; John J. Graham; Zelda Rich; Susan Brill Schreck; Eva Weiner; and Carolyn A. 

Anthony, Director. 

Observers present: Barbara A. Kozlowski, Associate Director for Public Services; and 

Brenda Murphy, Head, Youth Services. 

Also present: Robin Johnson, Hammond Beeby and Babka, Inc. 

RENOVATION PROJECT 

The purpose of the special meeting is to determine whether to install sprinklers in the 

original building. The Village has made installation of sprinklers a requirement for a 

building permit although Wayne Hanson, Head of Buildings, had previously told the 

architect that the degree of renovation was not sufficient to mandate bringing the original 

building up to code. 

The Board reviewed the Director's memorandum; the Fire Prevention Bureau 

minutes of the January 14 meeting with Ms. Johnson, Mrs. Anthony, Wayne Hanson 

Director of the Village of Skokie Building Department, Deputy Chief John Agosti and 

Captain Roger Doran. 

The Board discussed the findings of the inspection of the existing fire alarm system 

by electrical engineering consultant, Gary Joyce, of Gamze, Korobkin, Caloger, Inc. which 

revealed the Fire Alarm Control Panel (FACP) has only four zones, with no spare zones and 

is not expandable; the building is zoned improperly and is not in compliance with present 

code (NFP A) requirements; there are no pull stations at various exits, no visual alarms, no 

heat detectors in electrical rooms, no smoke detectors, etc.; the remote annunciator is not in 
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the proper location; and the FACP has no battery backup. The Fire Department's position is 

that we must install sprinklers in the original building. 

It would not be possible to connect a new sprinkler system to the panel without 

modification of the FACP. Mr. Joyce was told by Mr. Agosti that if modifications to the 

existing FACP are made, the FACP must be changed and brought up to present code 

requirements. Thus, installing sprinklers will require a new fire alann system. 

Therefore, there are two issues involved: the need to sprinkler the original building 

to bring it up to code, and the need to tie the new sprinkler system into the Fire Alann 

Control Panel, which will need upgrading. 

Other requirements to be considered under the new Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) include providing visual strobe lights in addition to horns and making new pull

stations handicap accessible. 

The b. Stromberg quote for installation of sprinklers was discussed. 

The Board concurred that major improvements should be made to the fire alann 

system and after discussion Mr. Graham made a motion seconded by Mrs. Rich: 

MOTION: THAT THE SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF 
TRUS1EES ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY B. 
STROMBERG FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A SPRINKLER 
SYS1EM INCLUDING BACKFLOW PREVENTOR IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $73,343. WI1H PAINTING, PATCHING AND 
OVERHEAD AS N01ED, FOR A TOTAL COST OF $93,706. 

The roll call vote for approval was unanimous. 

The Board discussed the upgrade of the fire alann system. There are no firm cost 

figures as yet, but General Contractor John Kelly has estimated a cost of approximately 

$20,000. to complete an upgrade of the fire alann system. 

Ms. Johnson said the general contractor would not necessarily need to do this work, 

and the Board has the option of going out for bid if they so desire. The consulting 

engineers could design and prepare specifications for the fire alarm system at a cost not to 

exceed $8,000. 

After discussion Mr. Graham made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Zatz: 
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THAT THE SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES DIRECT THE CONSUL TING ENGINEERS TO 
DRAW UP SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE NEW FIRE ALARM 
SYSTEM, WITH NEW FIRE ALARM PANEL, AND ANY 
RELATED PULL STATIONS AND/OR OTHER 
REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY TO BRING THE SYSTEM UP 
TO CODE, AND THAT IT BE PUT OUT FOR BID. 

The roll call vote for approval was unanimous. 

Ms. Johnson said it will take approximately four weeks to draw up the specifications and 

another few weeks for the bidding process. Bids should be available for the Board's review at the 

March meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 


