July 225 1970

Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Skokie Public
L:Lbra:ry held July 22, 1970 at 7:30 Pe’ m, m the Lecture Room of the L:Lb:r:a:rya
Members present: r Richard L:Lndbe:rg, Se].ma Petty, Karl Wemer and
John Wezn:i.ak, M:LSS Mary Radmacher, Ch:l.ef lerarlana'
Also present' Mr, Lewls Kahng V:Lllage F:Lna.nce Dlrectora Mr, James
I—Iammond{; arch:.tect,_, and Mrsg M:thon_Est‘es_,;,_ observer for the League of Women
7 VQters,'.@
Rabbi ’\Iifem.e:cﬁy Pres:.dent of the. Boards pres:l.ded,
Rabbi Wemer rew.ewed the attempts he a.nd Mrso I—Iunter made on beha.lf
of the Library :.n appearing at the Village Board meetings asking for a portion of
the State Income Ta,x.,‘w' The outcome was negative, although a concern was indicated,:
The Vil}.age Board felt the Library could reinstate services because it could borrow
funds from the Vﬂ.la.geg A letter was Written to the Meyor stating the necessity of
having seme kind of a statement on their decisions: At an information meeting the
- Village Board had shown concern and came up with the suggestion they could loan
the Library the amount requested, in the neighborhood of $60,000+y with the unders=
sta.ndjng that within ne more than thre‘e years it would be paid bach and, again in
conversation with Mrs Kahn, he indicated the Library would have no problem finding
the funds to repay the Village;«; Rabbi.Wei.ner asked Mrs: Kahn to meet \%rith the Board
to discuss this financial situationg
| Mr,‘-zf Kahn brought a certified copy of the bond ordinance that was enacted
Monday, July 20, 1970, pursuant to the bid opening. The bonds sold at a very good
inteiest rate of 5,7924 ofos. Rabbi Weiner expressed the Boa.rdf“s sincere thanks for
this conclusion of the bend sale,;‘: Dr,‘-: Woznia.k made the following motion seconded

by Mrs‘, Petty W}!J.Ch,,, on roll call votes carried unan:,mously.

Motion: That the Skokie Public L:Lbrary Board go on record
‘ of commending Mr, Lewis Kahn, V:Lllage Finance
Director, for his irterest and acumen J.n the very
successful sale of the bOndsg
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Mr. Kahn reported that Mr., Gordona, ass1stant corporation counsel, went
over the agreement‘the Library has with the Village for the property to the east&,
and agreed thatthe int‘erpretation made by the Library is one that 1s valid and that
the additional amountwﬂ:.l: be in the neighborhood ofv $44,000 instead of.‘ $593000, |

Miss Radmacher a.sk‘ed Mr. Kahn if t_he Village was actually making this
offer of as sistance“officialgg ' Mr, Kahn replied,:,‘; "Unofficially, right now,, but it
will becorne oificia.l because he and Mr, Go.rdon Wl].l make that recommendation
”and”belleve it W111 be accepted. " M:LSS Radmacher asked 1f the Vr]lage Trustees
Wiil send the‘ L1b'rary a letter tell:Lng them thisg.,; Mrs Kahn said that for the moment
the Library should accept' this ~ the formality will come later;f,% Rabbi Weiner asked
that if the Board gets to the action of reinstating services this evening = can it count
on the ViJ.lage‘? Miss Radmacher especially asked if raises can be put through on
the promises é;f the Viilage taking ‘care of the Library when the need for the money
arises‘,‘-f Mr.‘% Kah.n said to proceed on the assumption that the $68,600 is forthcoming
and prom:.sed the lerary w111 not be d1sappointed, |

Mr. Kahn said Wlthin three Weeks the bond sale WJll be consumated All
interest earned on the construction fund money will be added to the construction
fund account for use of the building program V(:_.constructing and equipping the Library):
accordmg to the Library Board*s dlscretlong |

Ina discussz.on of the building pla.ns M.r° Lmdberg asked the quest:.on
' whether the state bu]ldlng code for pub11c buildmgs is more stringent than Ihezlocal
building codes The answer was that invididual commumties establish the:.r own
codes ~ some more stringent than others.,’ Mre: Hamrnond reported on meeti:ngs
with Mr, Arnold, Mz, Poitrus and Mrg: Kingsley With r‘egards to abiding by ai.l
Skokie regulationssg: |

Mr,: Kahn offered the facilities of the Village for ha.ndd.ing the construction
fund account-and asked about signatures on the vouchers:% Rabbi. Weiner suggested

that the Library could, no doubt, handle the construction fund account in much the
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same way as i1v:.had p'revio;lslyqii Misé Radmacher said the Library would certainly
welcome and be happjr to hear Mr, Kahn’s recorﬁmehdations for invesvtlvnentsgg’laz'ld
by all means Ra.bbi’ W’eia;erf? sj,gna.ture ’mu_st appear on all Library checksy
RabbiAWeiner thanked 1\/I1:a Ka‘,]:‘m“for aﬁtending‘the meéting and said that
the Village is fortuna.te m haw%iﬁg him for their Finance Directors | |
‘M Kahn retired from the meetings/ - |
Mre and Mrs, Albert Schroedér jo‘inied the meetings,: Rabbi Weiner reviewed
the negdfiatli_ons so £é,r with the Schroeders and"éxplained to date each party had '
gottgn,an appraisal but there was a wide dﬁfereﬁ¢e between them of $7500s; Mrs:
Schroeder asked for the Libi'aryif‘s offerg: Mr., Lindberg mentioned there had been
discus sipn of getting a tﬂird appraisé,l a.nd since the cost of making the appraisal
is ﬁot insurrﬁountable@, althoﬁgh the Schroeders do not wish to go to any more
‘expense, suggested that the Libra.ry pay for thise The first ''guess' was given
the Library at $25,000s Mrs Foley appraised it fér the Libriary at $35,000 and
Mz, Anton for the Schroeders at $4EZ;;;500§} The Schroeders mentioned thesr had been
Board that Mrs, Neil King may appraise ii; for us,, sendipg the apprai;al by lgti_:er,{
if the Schroeders would be satisfied Wiﬂl that choice§‘§ Rabbi‘Weip.er'saricvi tbe Lj.bra:py
is very much interested in buying the property and Want‘t].ae Schroeders tg get.a
fair price for itsi If mutually agreeable that Mr, King is tbe man tf’ do i1':?‘ t};e
>Lvi1k:>rary will have it dones This is agreeable to the Schroeders and tbe Library’é;f
The Schroeders retired from the me etmg.«
Financial statements for the General Operatipg Budget?_f Reserve Fund
for the Purchase of Sites and Buildings and the Nortl_l Subuzrban Lj.’prary System
Coor‘dinated Acquisitions Program were acceptgd and approved on moti.pn by
Drg: Wozﬁak and seconded by Mrg, Lindberg.ij Mot:?pn ca‘rr‘iledi;t
“ Motion by Mrs,: Petty, seconded byv Mr}.,',' Lindberg Wh.iflh9‘; on ro;l.]. ca}.]_.

vote carried unanimouslys.:
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Motions: That the lists of bills for the General Operating
S Fund in the amounts of $2,599:38 and $8,738454;
Reserve Fund in the amount 0f'$8,393455; and -
North Suburban Library System CAP Program
J.n the amount‘o‘f $l,7., 6 97.,21 be approved for pay-mentij
. Circulation Report for the menth of Junes 1970 was approved and ordered
to be placed on f:leo
Mr, James Wa I—Iammond reportmg on the Bu}ldmg Program sa1d that
ev‘erythisva.g is proceeding well and they are busy working toward October 154;
" He reported on sessions with the'Librarian and staff; on the s"ize of the courtyard
and that it Wﬂl be visible from the -Abdult"Servioes area and the Adm:haistrative
area, offering much the same feeling as the courtyard in the present building
provides ;iloc‘ation of the Board Room; location of the card catalog and Circulation
desk in the maiﬁ lobbys! |
Rabbl Wemer mentloned the fact that Mrs,, I—Iunter had dropped h:Lm a
note expres smg some concern about the use of electr:i.c heat because of the possz.blll.ty \
of "brown outs:,;g ' and thought this’ should be mentioned to Mzry Hammond and Miss
Radmachers) Rabbi Weiner said there is no reason to reconsider that because we
now have learned there may be a shortage of gasgi
Drs Wozniak asked which fire code would be abide by and the answer was;,,
the Villages! Mrg: Hammond has been meeting regularly with the Fire Marshali and
the Building Commissioner and had special consultation with Fire Coasultant Relf
 Jensens TFire code regulations, particularly where putting two builtlings together,'_'_
are complexg and so much precaution has been taken'gl} There will be a parapet‘
between the two buildingso* D:r,‘.‘f5 Wozniak asked about fire alarmso” Mr.’= Hammond
is in favor of them with enough safegua_rds so they Would notvgo off accq.clientallyfj
With regards to the Schroeder property,“, Mr. Hammeond asked when the
Board is likely to know whether or not the property wiJ‘_ll.be acqui;:edé and :L:E
Hammeond and Roeesch shoald include it m the plannihg or consic_iervitan alternateo

Rabbi Weiner said, in essence, we want the property and that Mrs Hammeond should



go ahead planning to include it

Mr. Hammond referred to the Boardls earlier discussion regarding
landscaping the Village Green and the necessity for cdordinating it with the Library
landscapings He reportéd on bringing Mrs; Caldwell to see this library and to ine

‘spect the land and expressed Mrs Caldwell’s interest in working on its) The Boaxd
agreed to Mrs Hammond®s recommendation of contacting Mrs Caldwell with
regards to serving as the landscape architect for all of the area involveds. Mrsa)
Petty then made 'the-'following, motion, seconded 'by Dr,' Wozniak which, on roll
call vote carried unanimouslye

Motion: That the Skokie Public Library Board recommend

to the Village that the Library Board select and pay
for Mty Caldwell’s service as landscape architect
for the library gréunds and the Village Green pro=
vided the Village accept the cost of the trees and
shrubs-as récommended by the landscape arch:.tect
and contmue to mamtam the V:llage Green.,

Miss Radmacher recommended that the Board adopt a pol:.cy recognizing
c1rculat:|.on records as confldentlal, Rabb1 Wemer3 Mr, Lmdberg and Dro Woznlak
spoke at 1ength m favor of the adoptlon of such a pOllCYw Dra Wozm.ak. made the
following motiony seconded by Mrg Lindberg ‘whichs on roll call:vote carried
unanimouslys’

Motions: That the Skokie Public Library Board adept a policy

o on keeping circulation records confidential simildr
 to that set up by the American Library As socm.at:n.on,
a copy of Wthh 1s attached herew:.th.,

Copies of ILTA = News for and about Library Trustees and of the Noxth
Suburban Library System?s NOR!EASTER for June and July, 1970 were distributed
to the Board members, |

The Librarian informed the Board the Annual Report for May 1, 1969 -
April 30, 1970 is in preparation; Skokie Letter Service will reproduce it by ofiset
presse It will be very inexpensively printed in keeping with this year’f.: austerity
program and will be distributed only through the Library or groups rather tha.n

mailed to each residence unless the Board prefefs otherwises. The Board agreed
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to th:l.s .a;nd Ra,bbi'Weiner ipstructed the Librarian to have publicity in the papers
regardip.g its availlability at the circulation deskp: R

The Librarign dist;:ibuted a copy of the guidelines for the reciprocal
borrowipg thh Evanston Publig Librarys A press release on reciprocé,l boz;rowipg
Wiﬂ?l the Evanstgn quliq Li’pré.‘r-y has been sent_fo the local papers énd 'tile radio
station?a_ij : - | ( | |

The Librarian announced a program to be presented by the Contemporary

Compesers Forums, in the Lecture Room of the Library, Tuesday, July 28, 1970

at 8:30 pema ‘

Three bookl;'.s‘ts were distfibuted to the‘ membezrss: (:l}_;;ﬂSelected List of
Recent Acquisij:ipns,;,; June 1 a 30, 1970;"{32)“;‘:M6nthly Acquisitiéns List of Titles
available in the Skokie Public Library for NSLS Coordinated Achisitﬁns Program
ip American Litera‘w.re]@fay 1= 31, 1970 ; and :Q@ﬁMénthly Acquisitions List of
NSLS CAP for June 1 » 30, 1970,

Rabbi Weiner aéked for action oﬁ. feinstating the services which have
Wozniak, seconded by’Mrs;j Pettys which on roll call vote, carried u.na.nlmously.
Motion: That the Skokie Public Library Board of Trustees
o restore services to the previous level as expeditiously

~as possibleg - T S o '

Following the passage of this motion the Board approved Mrs,; Petty?s

“suggestion that the Librarian submit a salary scale at the next meetings:

The Libraiia.n announced she had an inquiry about rental of the cottage
in the rear o£'5219 Oakton S?treet:.;} Rabbi Weiﬁer sa.id that-ip v_igw of the factv
that we have important building pla.ns the difsposii-:%gn of thls bui%dipg ,is very much
in question at this point and we cannot commii‘:_oursel\‘resi; |

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.,rn° |
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