House panel rejects bills to bar Nazi march
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SPRINGFIELD, Ill.-Legis-
lative efforts to block a
planned June 25 Nazi march
through heavily Jewish Sko-
kie suffered a serious — but
not fatal — blow Tuesdayina
House judiciary committee.

Heeding warnings that the
measures dangerously en-
croached on First Amendment
constitutional freedoms, the
committee resoundingly re-
jected two bills designed to
arm Skokie officials with suf-
ficient legal weapons to stop
the Nazi march.

The 16-to-4 and 15-to-5 tal-
lies against the two bills came
even though both sailed out of
the Senate last month with
little opposition.

Despie the action, oppo-
nents of the legislation were
not happy. Because of parlia-
mentary maneuvering, it is
expected to be relatively easy
for sponsors of one of the
measures to bypass the com-
mittee roadblock and bring
the bill to the House floor.

“I EXPECT THERE is less
rationality among the body as
awhole than there isin this
committee,” lamented an offi-
cial of the American Civil Li-
berties Union, which has led
the fight to preserve the Na-
zi’ sright to march.

Backers of the bills vowed
not to give up. Rep. Alan J.
Greiman (D-Skokieg), a sponsor
of one of the measures, re-
minded reporters after the
vote that the liberal-minded
judiciary committee often has
been reversed by the full
House on mgjor policy issues.

“This committee doesn’t
have a very good track re-
cord,” blared Greiman as he
stalked out of the committee
room, vowing to fileamotion
to have the full House over-
turn the committee vote.

A Marquette Park-based
neo-Nazi group has tried for
more than a year to parade
through Skokie, but the
march has been delayed by
legal wrangling. However, re-
cent court decisions have giv-
en the go-ahead to the Nazis,
and on May 26 they asked for
— and received — a June 25
parade permit from reluctant

Skokie villageofficids.

Opponents of the march are
now viewing the Legislature
as their best chance to stop
the Nazis. Even if one of the
bills should eventually be de-
clared unconstitutional, the
opponents believe that its pas-
sage would at least force the
courts to order the march de-
layed. _

The measure with the best

chance of being revived is the
one sponsored by Greiman
and Sen. Howard 'W. Carroll
(D-Chicago). It creates a new
crime of crimina ?roup defa
mation and gives Tocal offi-
cials the right to seek injunc-
tions to stop derogatory dem-
ondrations and the distribu-
tion of hate literature.

The other measure, spon-
sored by Sen. John J. Nimrod

#R-Glenvie/v), would ban pa-
ades by quasi-military hate
groups such as the Nazis.

THROUGHOUT THE de-
bate, advocates of the march
ban maintained that it was
needed to prevent violence in
the suburb, many of whose
residents are survivors of
World War Il Nazi death
camps.

“Isn't it better to stop it
(the march) before someone
gets killed?" argued Carroll
as he presented his bill to the
House committee.

More persuasive anong the
committee members, however
was the argument that enact-
ing laws to stop the Nazis
would chip away at the free-
dom of speech.



