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Ag you censider the ordinances under discussion, I would like to review

- with you briefly the events leading to these proposals, and the reasons

which impelled a large majority of the HRC to recommend theixr adoption.
In doing so, I shall attempt to explain vhy we believe these ordinances
should be enacted, vhy they should be enacted now, and vwhat effect
their enactment will have on our community.

Nearly two years ago, in November ¢f 1965, this Board authorized the
Commission to attempt to implement the Village's policy oI equal housing
opportunity expressed in the resoclution vhich vou adepted in July of the
same year. You authorized a ope-year txial of voluntary »lan of educa-
tion and persuasion directed to the residents of the wvillige and to
hrokers operating here, to determine vhether such a veluniary program
might bring about a meaningful degree of open housing.

We recognized then, and we still believe, that in the abseice of compre-
hensive Federal or state-wide legislation prohibiting disciiminatiom in
housing, the degree of success of any local program must depend on two
factors: the degree of enlightment and acceptance of such : program

by the residents of the community, ané compliance, in good iaith, by
real estate brokers. During our trial year, we carried out a
commmity-wide program designed te educate our residents as o the
necessity fox and advantages of a policy of open housing, ard did our
utmost to pexrsuade the approximately twe dozen real estate brokers who
had agreed te cooperate with us to do so in good faith.

At the end of the trial year, as I reported to this Board in May, it
was the conclusion of a majority of the Commission that our eiucatiocnal
program had had a significant impace on community attitudes, us
evidenced by a steady increase in the percentage of open listings. Omn
the other hand, it was our conclusion, from the appreximately vwo dozen
complaints received during this period, that the brokers had beun less
than whole~hearted in their cooperation, and that in the absence of
genuine participation by every broker operating in Skokie, there was
little prospect of attaining a meaningful degree of equality in iousing
apportunity here.

We therefore pointed out to this Board in May that the Villiage needed
licensure of all real estate brokers doing business in Skokie; that it
needed a legislation which would prevent pamic-peddling, a practice te

vhich we believed the Village might be susceptible; and that legal pro-

hibition of discriminatory practices by rezl estate brokers was necessary
to attain egual housing opportunity. We indicated that we would recuest
such prohibition en a locallevel if the state jegislature falled to
provide it on a state-wide basis; and as we all know, the state legis-
lature did fail to enact such legislation.

®he first of these requests is embodied in the amendment to Chapter 16

Article IV Section 16-3 of the Code of Ordinances, which you are
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 considering. The second and shird ara incorporated in the proposed anti-
discrimination ordinance. We helieve =hat control of the activities of
‘real estate brokers through these ordinances, coupled with a continuing
and intensified program of community education, will bring us clese to the
equal housing oppor unity which is §kok1e policy.

The ordinance you are considering vas recomuended for your adoption by a
10~L vote of the Commission on Sept. 27, and was agreed upen after months
gg;,@conIMGratm of various legislative alternatives by a sub-committee
of the Commigsion headed by Jim Tuohy. We have had four public meetings
on thisyerdinance during the last three months, and have reviewed b G
pesition papexs sumitted by various interested organizatioms and indivi-
duals, and an equal number of sral statements. We have provided anmple
opportunity for everymetoheheardwhowished to be heard. For what
the information is worth, 23 of the views expressed were favorable to
the propoesed ordinance, 11 opposed.

We believe that the proposed ordinance presexves ¢he legal rights of all

concerned; provides ample oppertunity for voluntary compliance, mediation
and conciliation; and affords legal recourse against the abuse of its
authority by the enforcing agencye.

We ask you te enact these ordinances because their enactment is the right
to do = right morally, right for the orderly growth of Skokie,
right as a step toward peaceful progress for the entire metropolitan area.
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1f you ask vhy these ordinances are necessary now, I must agk in return,
°fs it ever too early to do the rigdht thing? Is it bettexr te act calmly,
deliberately, after ample study, discussion and preparation, or to act
hastily, under the pressure of ceercion and disorder? Is it wisexr to
anticipate the future problems and needs of ouwr community, and te act
intime to resolve them, or to walt until they are upon us and events -

have happened which cannot be undone?” ‘I think the answers are obvious.

Finally, I would like to discuss what will happen -- and will not bhappen -~
if these ordinances are pas . There will no rapid and large-scale racial
. in Skokie or in its sister suburbs which are likewise considering
similar ordinances. We know that there are not large numbers of Negro
Waag&mdahlemwmmthemmmmo We deo
anticipate a slow but steady trickle of Negrees into Skokie and neighboring
areas, and weexpect them to be the same type of law-abiding, desirable
citizens as the 15 families now 1living here. We kmow fxom the experience
ofthe last six years that we can gustain such an inmigratiom of Negroes
without panic or disorder and with no drop in property values. We know
that the Negrees who settle here 4o not necessarily wish to livée next
‘to other Negroes, that it is possible to have a pattern of dispersed
settlement, and that the pattexn of a growing solidly black area which
has been traditiomal in our segregated cities need not be followed. If
I may paraphrase what Mrs. Jean Doney said when she addressed the
Conmission, “What is most likely to happen if these ordinances are adopted
is == practically nething. »

This problem is either going to be resolved by the application of con=

structive reason, or by the forces of irrational hate and destruction,

I believe that the passage of these ordinances may well preve a turning-—
point in the direction of rationality =- that such an actien would send a
. that would not be lost on the entire metropolitan area, and perhaps
" e s Bere. s a suburban community which ig voluntarily making an

achieve equal opportunity for all, not under the pressure of

marches and demonstrations, but because 1t ie right, And gentlemen, I thinlk
ir is entirely £itting that this message ghould come from Skokie, the




