
STATEMENT ON NAZI MARCH IN SKOKIE
-- May 1, 1977 --

Symbols have a power over the mind, and heart, and soul which comes not from their
physical properties but from the heavy load which they carry of associations with
events remembered and with values and aspirations that arouse the beholder. The
parchment scrolls of the Torah, for instance, caused Jews to risk their own lives to
rescue them from synagogues which the Nazis had set afire. The cross has moved
pious believers and sometimes whole populated to deeds of faith which swept away
inhibitions of doubt and of personal convenience or safety.

The same power lies also in symbols which arouse memories of abhorrent events and
satanic intentions. The brown shirts of the Hitler hordes and their swastika insignia
bring back to Americans the memory of the Second World War and of the suffering and
sacr i f ices  which Amer ican so ld iers  and the i r  fami l ies  had to  endure.  To  those
Americans who entered the concentration camps as liberators, the abysmal sights of
human cruelty and perversity remain an unforgettable memory of horror and disgust.

The martyrs and those sti l l  l iving who were deserted once by civil ized societies, and
more specif ical ly,  by those who could have taken preventative action, and did not are
our real challenge. Not only is the integrity of those entrusted with community leader-
ship at stake now, but each of us must test our own moral fibre by not allowing our
f r iends  and ne ighbors ,  the  su rv ivors , to  s tand a lone agains t  an obsceni ty  which
threatens  to  enter  our  communi ty . I t  i s  imperat ive  that  we address  ou r se l f  to this
outrage, since the measure of our actions has far ranging implications for future even-
ts that are being evaluated not only locally, but nationally and internationally. Our
responsibil it ies are indeed very grave.

To  Jews ,  the  brown sh i r t s  and swas t ikas  a re  unbearable  symbols  o f  a  f iend ish ,
premeditated system of torture and killing as a sport, of murder as a legal system, of
the invent ion o f  ever  new forms o f  maiming and dest ruct ion o f  human sou ls  and
bodies as an honored profession. To the survivors of the concentration camps that very
thought of brown shirts and swastikas on the streets of their community stirs up the
memories of loved ones being driven to torture and destruction before their eyes. It
reminds them of the moments when they faced inevitable death themselves, survival
from which fills them, even now, with a shudder of fright. Their souls were scorched to
their very foundations. These men and women have rebuilt their l ives and have lived
wi th  appreciat ion fo r  the mi racle  o f  the i r  su rv iva l .  Those who are  dedicated to  a
peaceful and orderly life have already been hurt deeply by even the prospect of the
appearance of  the symbols  o f  u t te r  and unth inkable ev i l  in  the i r  be loved new
homeland. These symbols loosen and elemental force in them which can sweep away
the years of healing and renewal of hope.

We express our solidarity as neighbors and deplore any disruption in our community.
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