2013.70.34

Hdqrs 1 Brig 3 Cav. Div. M.D.M.
Near Savannah, Ga., Jany 22, 1865
My Dear Captain:

| have your esteemed favor of the 31% ulti from Chattanooga and am glad to hear from
you.

Permit me to return you my thanks for your interest in forwarding recruits to the 92. |
hope they will get along soon. There are many that enlisted a year ago who have not yet reached
the regiment.

We were ordered to move some days ago, but the steady rains here made it impossible,
and we have just received an order that the movement is indefinitely postponed You have no
conception of the state of the roads here. We are surrounded by rice plantations that are nearly
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all under water. The roads are pretty good away from the [coast], but it will be almost impossible
to move from this point during the rainy season. | should not be surprised if the main part of the
army should go north by water transportation; it certainly must do so, if Grant desires the co-
operation of this army in the spring’s campaign in front of Richmond.

Our march through Georgia was grand—beautiful roads, plenty to eat, and just sufficient
fighting to make it interesting. We were very fortunate, and always whipped Wheeler whenever
we met him. At Waynesboro Baird’s Division was right back of us, but did not get into the fight.
| had a long conversation with Genl Baird. He is just the same as ever and | like him more &
more. | have not seen him since
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the fall of Savannah. We were to move with the 14™ Corps on the proposed expedition, and if it
quits raining and we go ahead | will probably see him frequently.

By the recommendation of Genls Kilpatrick and Sherman | have been appointed by the
President Brevet Brg Genl U.S.V. This gives me the pay of a Brg Genl and | am yet in command
of the 2" Brig. If you are ordered to join the command I will of course give you a place on my
staff or assist you to any staff appointment I can But | think you would find it more agreeable
and pleasant to remain with Capt Merrill. Please remember me to him
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Hard work & [want of forage has broken down my command until | am utterly discouraged. |
never saw animals in so bad a condition as mine are at present. | heartily wish I was attached to
the infantry

My regards to your wife. Let me hear from you often
Sincerely your friend
Smith D. Atkins
Capt C.T. Dunham

Chattanooga



