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' Mountain bikers face $200 ﬁne
- for speeding on Mt. Tam trails
By Michael Dougan

OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

MOUNT TAMALPAIS — Rob Fordyce acted a
little stunned when the uniformed guys with a radar
gun gave him a ticket for exceeding the speed limit by
10 mph.

The 23-year-old Kentfield resident set his bike
aside, as ordered, and stammered out an apology. “I
was just cruising. I wasn’t thinking about anything,”
he said. “T guess I should have been going slower.”

Then he stuffed the ticket into a Jjacket pocket and
peddled on down the secluded path on the north slope
of Mount Tamalpais,

Fordyce was the 12th bicyclist this year to face a
$200 fine for speeding on the scenic Tam trails, where
two-wheeled speeders can take heart in the knowledge
that there are only seven rangers — and one radar gun
— to control 90 miles of backwoods roadways open to
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trails are reaching epidemic stagecoac trail, Senior Ranger
pthe@o,ﬁom,hdging&ommaﬂthe Gordon Hasler complained that he
district has received, he added. didn't get into the business to be a
“Even equestrians have said traffic cop.
they’ve been thrown from their _“It’s not the same job anymore,”
horses,” May said. said the 22-year district veteran.

The radar unit, purchased three Hasler said the boom in moun-

_years ago for around $900, has pro- tain bikes has completely changed
vided one weapon in the rangers’ the demographics of visitors to the
often futile efforts to maintain a Tam watershed. “The number of
safe mountain environment. them has doubled in the last four

Only 342 tickets for speeding or  years,” he said. “Seven or eight

for riding on off-limit hiking paths  years ago, 90 percent of the people

| have been issued since 1990, but who used the land were Marin

many more bikers received warn- County residents. Now it’s about

ing citations, said May. “One Sun- 50 percent.”

day we tracked 30 bicyclists in When the MMWD board re-

three hours, and 28 of them were cently considered expanding the

| speeding,” he noted. “We only gave number of trails available to bikers,

| out eight tickets. The rest got more than 370 letters poured in

| warnings. Our intent is not to nail opposing the move, said May.

.| everyone within the letter of the Board members left current

.| law, but to educate people and gain rules intact and voted to boost the
| compliance.” fine for riding on forbidden sin- | |

i speed limit is 15 mph on gle-track trails from $75 to $200 for |

straightaways, 5 mph on switch- a first offense. it
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