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Gray heather outfit (left) totals $167

..ies sweep the world

By Beth Ashley
1 senlor feature writer

Remember when iyou were a kid — and zoomed
around town on your fat-tired bike, leaping curbs and
doing wheelies? Ah, those were the days — when men
were macho and bikes were bikes,

Those bikes are back. Like everything else in
American life, they've gone high class and high tech,
with price tags as high as §4,000, but basically they're a
toughed-up version of the bike you loved fo trash —
balloon tires, high handlebars, heavy frames and all.

They’re called mountain bikes, and they're a fad
that's sweeping the country, catching even the bike
manufacturers off guard,

“The prediction in January was that these bikes
would get 2 to 3 percent share of the market,” says
veteran biker Gary Fisher of San Anselmo. ‘At
present, it looks like 10 percent.”

. IN MARIN COUNTY, says Jeff Bedford of Mike’s
Bike Shop in San Rafael, the share is 35 percent.
Y That's probably because the whole craze started
ere.

Gary Fisher, 32, remembers when.

““There was a group of guys from Larkspur Canyon
about eight years ago that rode those old thrasher bikes
— they'd pick them up for $10 at the Goodwill, and one
of the appeals was that if you crashed , you
didn't have much of an investment, They'd put their
bikes in a truck, drive up to the top of the mountain and
ride down ﬂn“m&: If they didn’t have a truck,

could ride from Point A to Point B and still have a
e next day, é
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“Then I began building bikes for friends,
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remembers, “and thought he'd ‘the demand
eternity, but as soon as he finished them, he had ¢
for more.” 3
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