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Steve Marcos [
glances over his M
shoulder at /R
Michael Gagnon K
as the two trek
through woods
near Beverly,
Mass.

But controversy
continues over
its erosion of
wilderness trails .

By Laurel Shaper
Stafl writer of The Christian Science Monitor
“It's like being a little kid
again,” exclaims Michael Gagnon
as he jumps over rocks and maneu-
vers through the late autumn
brush and across a thick blanket of
leaves covering the ground at Sally
Mulligan Park in Beverly, Mass.,
north of Boston.

“You can ride over anything ifr

you can balance the bike,” con-
:;\:]ta Mhr(.,(.‘vagnloni a bicycle enthu-
w ularly cycles
the local wr:gds. g i
His vehicle is known by many
names, but be it mountain bike, ali-
terrain bike, city bike, or fat-tired
bike, experts agree that this new
breed of two-wheeler is revolution-
im‘\'g the bicycle industry.
'I".he all-terrain bike is here to
stay,” says Jim l':‘heremont, informa-
r at Bicycle Feder-
ation of America, “Bver);' domestic
bicycle manufacturer has a line of
mountain bikes on the market to-
dc:v.'l'hhhdelnhelymn(
Some wish
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ing fad.

Controversy has surfaced in
California and Colorado particu-
larly, as these bikers flock to public
lands previously dominated by
hikers and equestrians.

Environmentalists voice con-
cern over erosion caused by bicycle
use on trails. Hikers and equestri-
ans talk of bikers racing down hill-
sides at speeds up to 40 mph,
injuring themselves, colliding with
hikers, and scaring horses.

Efforts are under way to organ-
ize and promote safety and cour-
tesy. The National Off-Road
Bicycle Association, a 4,000-mem-
ber organization supporting off-
road bicycling, is promoting an
“off-road code for mountain
biking"” that encourages bikers to
be courteous and cautious.

In just 10 years the mountain
bike has evolved from a crude, cus-
tom-made hybrid owned by a select
few to a mass-produced commodity
with steadily increasing popular-
ity. In the mid-'70s in northern
California's Marin County, pio-
neers such as Gary Fisher, Tom
Richey, and Joe Breeze began

i the predecessors of to-
day's mass-produced mountain
bikes. These serious bikers wanted
a rugged bike that could withstand
the heavy wear and tear of off-
road cycling on the local trails and
mountains of the California coast.
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“We brought high-tech to off-
road bicycling,” says Mr. Fisher.
Today's mountain bike is reminis-
cent of the old newspaper delivery
boy's two-wheeler of 30 years ago
— before the sleek European-style
racing bikes came into fashion.

Promoters of the all-terrain bike
often characterize it as “user
friendly.” The drop handlebars,
skinny tires, and light frame of the
racing bike are replaced by upright
handlebars to allow for a more
comfortable seating position and

freates Stability:  pmerram— v

knobby, wide tires, for
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shock absorption and
traction; and a more
sturdy frame, for
durability.

The bikes are
extremley low-geared
for ease in climbing hills
and generally come
equipped with 15 to 18
gears.

“1 see these bikes as
the basic bike for the
average nsumer of
the future,” says Bill

‘| see these bikes
as the basic bike
for the average
consumer of the
future.’
- Bill Wilkinson,
executive director of
the Bicycling Promotion
Organization
AP AR R

Wilkinson, executive director of

the Bicycling Promotion

tion.

Industry statistics suggest this
could be the trend. Sales have
y doubled every year since

1983, when about 200,000 moun-
Please see BIKE next page

IR







