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SYNOPSIS

Kezel, the marriage broker, attempts to arrange a marriage between Marie,
the daughter of the peasants Krushina and Ludmila, and Vashek, the son of
the wealthy Micha and Hata. But Marie is in love with Jenik, a young man
who has recently found employment in the village. He loves her, too, but
feels he must tell her nothing about his past.

Kezel, anxious to make a handsome fee, attempts to force the match.

" He offers Jenik three hundred gold pieces to step aside. Jenik accepts the

money, but only on condition that Marie will marry no one but Micha’s son.
Kezel agrees and the contract is signed. ‘
Marie, heartbroken and angry, consents to marry Vashek, but Jenik
steps forth and is revealed as Micha’s elder son who had left home years
earlier because of his quarrelsome stepmother. Jenik who had since been pre-

_ sumed lost.

In the meuntime Vashek has become infatuated with the dancer in a
travelling show troupe._- His heart now needs no balm.

SCENE

A village in Bohemia, Feast-day. Action taking place from noon,
immediately after church service, until twilight. About 1850.
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