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A Thousand Years of Czech Culture: 
Treasures from the National Museum in Prague 
Scheduled to Open May 24 

T he National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library is proud to 
announce that the special exhib-

it A Thousand Years of Czech Culture: 
Treasures from the National Museum in 
Prague will open in 
our gallery on 
Saturday, May 24. 
The exhibit features 
207 artifacts from the 
vaults of the National 
Museum and tells the 
story of Czech people 
from the Middle Ages 
to the forming of 
Czechoslovakia in 
1918. The exhibit was 
a four-year project 
between the National 
Museum and Old 
Salem, Inc., a living 
history museum 
located in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. 

very finest in museum programming. I 
think our members, the community, 
and visitors from all over the Midwest 
will find this to be a fantastic experience. 
We're very proud it is coming to our 

museum." 

\ It opened September 
14, 1996 at Old Salem 
and closes March 30. Painted wooden cherub from a 

Major funding for 
the exhibit has been 
provided by The Hall-
Perrine Foundation, 
Rockwell, The Gazette 
Companies, and 
DeLaRue. Other major 
contributors are 
Western Fraternal Life 
Association, Aegon, 
CSA Lodge #137, the 
Witwer Trust Fund, 
Norwest Bank, Jenny 
Craig, Henry Russell 
Bruce Advertising and 
Public Relations, and 
the Cedar Rapids Con-
vention and Visitors 
Bureau. (Additional 
primary donors will be 
announced shortly. See 
box at right for more 
information.) 

"The acquisition of baroque church, c. 1720. 
A Thousand Years of 
Czech Culture is a major event for our 
museum and the City of Cedar Rapids," 
explained Dan Baldwin, Executive 
Director. "This exhibit represents the 

l nside this issue ... 

A Thousand Years of Czech Culture 
has received strong reviews in publica-
tions ranging from the New York Times 

Continued on page 2. 

TAKING NOTE 

On January 28, we received 
a $100,000 grant from the 
Hall-Perrine Foundation, 

contingent on a 2 for 1 match. We 
are currently raising $200,000 to 
meet this match and bring A 
Thousand Years of Czech Culture to 
our museum this spring. Our board 
of directors has made a commitment 
to have 100% financial participation 
in this project and invite you, as 
members of the institution, to also 
help us achieve our matching gift 
challenge with the Hall-Perrine 
Foundation. For details on how you 
can be part of this wonderful oppor-
tunity, see the pledge on page 7. 

T he National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library has been 
offered an opportunity to 

sponsor a trip to the Czech Republic. 
A special tour from September 23 to 
October 4 is being developed by 
Travel Advisors that will feature the 
National Museum in Prague, visits 
to Ceske Budejovice, the spa town 
of Karlovy, Vary, fairy tale castles 
and chateaus, Prague Castle, and a 
dinner cruise on the Vlatava River. 
The tour will be hosted by the muse-
um's director, Dan Baldwin, and his 
wife, Monica. Call Vin or Eunice at 
319-395-9920 or 1-800-373-5970 for 
more information. 
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to USA Today to the 
Atlanta Journal 
Constitution. The Cedar 
Rapids venue hopes 
to attract 60,000 visi-
tors during its seven-
month run, which 
ends December 31. 

"The process of 
bringing this exhibit 
to Cedar Rapids began 
at its opening in 
Winston-Salem, "

Baldwin said. "We 
have been in steady 
negotiations with 
both the National 
Museum and Old 

Artifacts from the Prague exhibit as they appear in Old Salem. 

Salem, raising the significant funds 
necessary to stage such a wonderful 
show, and working internally to make 
sure our building is ready to accept the 
challenge." 

The opening weekend (Memorial 
Day weekend) will feature a three-day 

Dan Baldwin, 
Executive Director 

T he announcement that the 
ational Czech & Slovak 

Museum & Library is bringing A 
Thousand Years of Czech Culture: Treasures 
from the National Museum in Prague to 
its gallery represents an enormous step 
forward in the development of our insti-
tution. A Thousand Years of Czech Culture 
is one of the finest temporary exhibits 
currently being shown in this country. 
The care and thought that Old Salem 
and the National Museum put into this 
four-year project is clearly evident in 
the finished product. As of this writing, 
there are no plans for another United 
States venue; the artifacts will return to 
Prague. 

special event celebrating Czech Culture. 
Admission prices for A Thousand 

Years of Czech Culture will be: Adults, 
$6; Seniors, Groups (10 or more), $5; 
Children, $3. Members receive free 
admission. 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
I have worked on many exhibits 

during my museum career. I am well 
aware of the difficult process of selecting 
artifacts, developing an interpretive line, 
preparing text, designing the exhibit 
space, fabricating exhibit cases, making 
sure the artifacts are safe, installing 
proper lighting ... the list goes on and 
on. That Old Salem and the National 
Museum were able to work collaborative-
ly through these and many other issues, 
working across time zones, a language 
barrier, and cultural differences, to pro-
duce something of such great value is 
simply amazing. They are to be congrat-
ulated. 

And now we can enjoy and benefit 
from this wonderful exhibition . 

What will A Thousand Years of Czech 
Culture mean for the National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library? It has always 
concerned us that the exhibits in our 
main gallery were not up to the stan-
dards visitors expect of a National 
Museum. Though we have strong 
attendance we were not providing a 
full museum experience. Planning for a 
new "permanent" exhibit has been 
underway for some time, but we were 
still quite a ways from completion. 

For the seven months that A 
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Thousand Years of Czech Culture will be 
in our gallery, the expectations of our 
visitors will be met and often exceeded. 
When it closes, we will install our own 
new permanent exhibit, taking advan-
tage of exhibit cases, temporary walls, 
lighting, and other design enhancements 
funded through A Thousand Years of 
Czech Culture. While A Thousand Years .. . 
is in the ga11ery, we will be giving our 
artifacts a needed rest, preparing them 
to go back on exhibit in Spring 1998. 

So we will, in effect, be getting two 
exhibits for one, and placing the 
National Czech & Slovak Museum & 
Library at the forefront of museums in 
Iowa and the Midwest. A place we have 
yearned for all along. 

HERITAGE HALL 
The Heritage Hall had a very busy year in 
1996 and is off to a strong start in 1997. 
Be sure to think of all those unique situa-
tions when Heritage Hall would be the 
perfect solution to your event. A special 
thank you to all who have used the facility. 
There are several days awaiting reserva-
tions. Call 362-8500. 

( 
j 



CURATOR'S REPORT 

Collections Update 

A !though we are in the middle 
of the "slow winter months, " 
there is certainly no lack of 

work to be done with the collections. 
Among the many tasks at hand include 
accepting and processing new acquisi-
tions, catching up on the backlog of 
items that need to be cataloged, dealing 
with storage concerns, and preparing 
for A Thousand Years of Czech Culture. (I 
should add that the addition of a librar-
ian to our staff is a particularly welcome 
relief to me since books and archival 
material makeup more than 75% of our 
donations. Welcome Martha !) 

Organizing the collection will be 
much easier with the new computer we 
purchased at the end of the year. The 
computer will allow me to keep track of 
all the information we have recorded 
about each item in the collection. It will 
also be invaluable for keeping track of 
artifact location, creating lists of similar 
or related items, sorting artifacts by 
specified categories, and recording donor 
information. (Of course, we have to 
enter all the information into the com-
puter first!) 

In the midst of this and other pro-
jects, we continue to receive many 
wonderful additions to the collection. 
One recent donation I find particularly 
intriguing is a large wooden immigrant 

trunk. Although we have several trunks 
in the collection, this one is unique 
because it has original information still 
recorded on it. Written across the top 
of the trunk is the trunk's owner ("F. 
Loufek"), his destination ("Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, North Amerika"), the names of 
his sponsors in the U.S., the name of 
the ship he traveled on, and a number 
("2"). It is equally interesting to note 
that the Museum already has a trunk 
from F. Loufek, donated by another 
member of the Loufek family. These are 
likely a pair of trunks brought to the 
U.S. by the same individual, and passed 
down to different members of the 
Loufek family. 

Some other new acquisitions include: 
a silver tatting shuttle, an amethyst cut 
glass vase, two kroje, dolls, tatted lace, 
dozens of books, and photos. Many 
thanks to our generous donors for these 
and the many other gifts we received 
over the last couple months. 

As we move forward into 1997, there 
are so many exciting things to look for-
ward to: the growing staff size makes 
all our jobs easier; the permanent exhib-
it continues to progress well; and the 
opening of the library (this summer?) 
will make exhibit and collection research 
much easier. 

- Carmen Langel 

Gift Store 
Happenings 

W e are in the process of 
obtaining many new 
items for the arrival of 

A Thousand Years of Czech Culture. 
We have already ordered a pewter 
lapel pin the Czech Lion on it to 
be available soon in the Gift Store. 
Many new Slovak items are also in 
store. We will have hand embroi-
dered blouses, aprons, and custom-
made blouses from Domazlice, as 
well as men's shirts from the same 
area. Slovak wooden dolls, wooden 
tankards, and hand painted plates, 
will be available. Bohemian Garnet 
Crystal will also be on hand for the 
Fold Art persons on your gift list. 
We will have a large map complete 
with town, and kroj - pictured, 
and suitable for framing. Also to 
arrive in several short weeks will 
be a coloring book printed in the 
Czech Republic by Daniela Mahoney 
on Kroj for children. You will not 
want to miss her to autograph your 
copy May 23, 24, 25 in the Gift 
Store. 

- Sheryl Nejdl 

Pictured left: Former U.S. Senator Roman Hruska (left) is shown with Astronaut Captain Eugene Ceman (right), - the main speaker at a 
dinner held October 26 as part of the dedication weekend of the Roman L. Hruska Grand Hall. Center: Senator Charles Grassley speaking 
at the Roman L. Hruska Grand Hall Dedication. Right: Adeline Volesky (left), Irene Hamous (right) and Quentin Hruska, representing his 
father, at the Roman Hruska dedication ceremony. 
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WE APPRECIATE OUR CONTRIBUTORS ... 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS to 
the MUSEUM OCT 1 through 
DECEMBER 31, 1996 
Dan Baldwin & Monica Wiegand 
Leeann Benischeck 
Francis & Mary Bozanek 
M/M William Busch 
C.R. Lodge #262-WFLA 
CSA Fraternal Life 
Wendall Carlson 
Michael J. Cervanek 
Frank Chrencik 
Janice Crowe 
Blanche Cuhel 
Czech Heritage Foundation 
Czech Plus Band 
Ron and Peg Detweiler 
Ely Rebekah #56 
Jerry Haight 
Helen Hammond 
Rodney Jiruska 
Johnson & Johnson Company 
Bessie Kaloupek 
Robert L. & Janis Kazimour 

and employees of RFK Transporation 
Jerry Kolar 
Anthony & Cathy Korvas 
David Kubicek 
M/M Joseph Kurka 
Evelyn & Emil Lamparek 
Emily V. Lins 
Lodge Mile Hi Czechs 432 
Cedric & Marcia Lofdahl 
Albert Losenicky 
Wilma Malina 
Milada Micka 
Frank & Cheryl Mitvalsky 
Leo & Irma Modracek 
Mrs. J. J. Mokrejs 
Betty & Milton Nemec 
Frank Novotny 
Charles Opatrny 
Judy & David Ostrander 
Donald & Jeanette Pafko 
Karen Petrilla 
Milek Plucar 
Rose Pospisil 
Prudential Foundation 
Eldon & Margaret Pugh 
Helen Quass 
Rad Prokop Velky 
Bessie Sedlacek 
Martha Serbousek 
Alma Stephen 
Helen Stevens 
Al Stourac 
Swisher CSA Lodge 324 
Merle Sykora 
Agnes Tosh 
Dolores Usher 
US West 
Wilson Middle School 
Anna Vittengl 

John & Adeline Volesky 
Vulcan Materials Company 
Stanley & Zdenka Winters 
Viola Young 
Karla Zahradnik 
R.F. & Margaret Zenishek 
Janet & Thomas Zuber 

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 
Armstrong-Race Realty 
Barlow Investments 
Beach Consulting Group 
Brown Healy Stone & Sauer 
CMF&Z 
Cedar Lodge #7-WFLA 
Cedar River Paper Company 
Cedarapids Inc. 
Climate Engineeers 
Cornerhouse Gallery & Frame 
Czech Catholic Union 
Czech Heritage Foundation 
Davis Jones Lamb Insurance 
Destinations Unlimited 
Dostal's Catering 
Ex-Club Charities 
Fairfax Savings Bank 
First National Bank 
First Trust & Savings 
Firstar 
Fleck Sales Company 
Great American Leasing 
Gazette Company 
Guaranty Bank & Trust 
Hawkeye Fire & Safety 
H & R Block 
Hy-Vee 
KGAN-TV 
King's Material, Inc. 
Langer Manufacturing 
McGladrey & Pullen 
Mcleod Charitable Foundation 
The Mcleod Foundation 
Mercantile Bank 
Nash Finch Company 
Our Lady of Mt. Society 
Parsons Technology 
Paulson Electric Company 
Penford Products 
PIECO 
Pospisil Paint 
Quass Broadcasting 
SCI Financial Group 
Sheraton Inn 
Shuttleworth & Ingersoll 
Smulekoff's 
Speed Print 
T & K Roofing 
Thorland Company 
United Securities Savings 
Western Fraternal Life Association 

4 

NEW MEMBERS 
Laurel Allen 
Eleanor Ashbaugh 
Barbara and Bruce Aune 
M/M Thomas Babcock 
Mary Ann Barry 
Henrietta Skala Bartizal 
Barbara Benda 
Dwayne & Joan Liffring-Zug Bourret 
Carol and James Burns 
Shirley Cannon 
Captain Eugene Ceman 
Charles & Suzanne Charipar 
Helene Cincebeaux 
Z.F. and Marie Danes 
Arlene Dayhoff 
Edwin Ralph Dusek 
Ray and Susan Frischkorn 
Heather Gibson 
Mary Haerther 
Bruce & Barbara Hamous 
Byron L. Heneks 
Patty Hikiji 
James and Arleen Zahn Houser 
Bill & Mary Hull 
Olga C. Jung 
Glenn & Roslyn Kalous 
Jane Koza 
Frank J. Kreysa 
James R. Kurapil 
Willis & Sheryl Lamb 
Carmen Langel 
George Lebeda 
Elsie Markham 
Mildred & August Matous 
Dr. William & Mimi Meffert 
Frank J. Nadvornik 
Vicki Newburn 
Judy Ostrander 
M/M Louis Picek 
Sister Mary Lou Podzimek 
Henrietta Bartizal Pons 
Sylvia & Ed Popelka 
Sharon Reineke 
George P. Roushar 
Shirley & Archie Ruud 
W.R & W.A. Shuttleworth 
Bruce E. Smith 
Thiara Smith 
Leni Stastny 
Ludmila Stejskal 
Linda Swiercinsky 
George & Dorothy Thiher 
United Security Savings Bank 
Susan Uthoff 
Verna Wagner 
Suzanne Westby 
Esther White 
Leora Zahorik 



V UPOMINKU "IN MEMORIUM" 
Donations received for 
October 1, 1996 through 
March 7, 1997 
For: DUANE ANDREW 

M/M Charles Krejci 
For: WALTER A. BLISS 

Rose L. Kopecky 
For: Edmund Z. Bontty 

Irene D. Bontty 
M/M jos F. Cerveny 

For: BONNIE BOUBIN 
jack and Margaret Kaplan 

For: JAMES F. "WES" CABRNOCH 
Milo Lanka 
Robert Lanka 
Ora Dlask 
Geraldine Cabrnoch 
Carl and Mary Landergott 
Lumir and Viola Zahradnik 
Georgiana Brejcha 
Frank Novotny 
john and Betty Krall 
James and Martha Serbousek 

For: JANET KRIZ CUCINOTTA 
Irene D. Bontty 

For: TOMMIE L. DANIEL 
Cedar Rapids Lodge #262 W.F.L.A. 

For: MARGARET RUTH KOZA DAVIS 
Darlene and Esther Rinderknecht 
Cliff and Roberta Cornelius 
Jeff, Scott, and James Grimm 
Clark and Nancy Parks 
Sheryl, Phil & Jason Lang 
Edward and Joanne Koza 
Joel and Jean Koza Leider-Justin, 
Jessica & Derek 
Ruby Warren 
james Grimm 

For: CLIFFORD DEFORE 
Georgiana Brejcha 

For: AGNES DETERT 
Friends of Agnes 
Swisher Friends 

For: HELEN DOSTAL 
James and Martha Serbousek 
Bartunek's Appliance Inc. 

For: JOSEPHINE "JO" MILOTA FAJMON 
Anna Mae Vanous 
Pat and Marge Pace 

For: CHRISTINA MILLER HAJNY 
Cedar Rapids Lodge #262 W.F.L.A. 

For: FRANK HAVLICEK 
Carl and Mary Landergott 

For: DR. VICTOR R. HURKA 
Eleanor Hurka 

For: PHILLIP JANSZAK 
Leo and Irma Modracek 

For: MARVIN "MIKE" A. KAPLAN 
Cedar Rapids Lodge #262 W.F.L.A. 

"IN MEMORIUM ... II 

For: DONALD L. KOUTNY 
Diane and Dave Krejci 
M/M Charles Krejci 
James and joFran Falcon 

For: ELSIE KRALIK 
Ed Kuba Sr. 
Vickie Newburn 

For: CLARA KRIZ 
Helen and john Cimburek 
Bob and Ann Hejkal 

For: JOSEPHINE BARTA-LETOVSKY KUBA 
John Albert Kuba 

For: PAUL A. LEBEDA 
Bob and Ruby Warren 
James and Frances Grimm 
Harlan and Deb Hartman 
jane Koza 

For: BESSIE M.LEDGER JAN 
Marie E. Krueger 

For: EMMETI LOUVAR 
M/M Charles Krejci 
Leo and Irma Modracek 
Doug and Cindy Louvar 
Glenn and Mary Haerther 
Anton and Agnes Kloubec 

For: VILMA MORTIMER 
W.F.L.A. Lodge #201 

For: VERNON MRSTICK 
Helen and John Cimburek 

For: PATRICIA M. HARPER NICHOLSON 
Cedar Rapids Lodge #262 W.F.L.A. 

For; M. ELOISE KUBA OSVALD 
john Albert Kuba 

For: JOHN OUJIRI 
Ed Kuba, Sr. 

For: LOUIS PIVNICKA 
M/M Thomas Milliken 

For: IVALOO M. RUDIN 
john and Helen Cimburek 

For: MARIE BECICKA SAWYER 
M/M Alvin Marken 
M/M Lumir Trunecek 
Marie Krueger 
Alfred and Audrey Niemann 
Cedar Rapids Lodge #262 W.F.L.A. 
Ed and Marj Nejdl 
Emma and Milton Sabacky 
Agnes Vavra 
Darlene Hacken 
Frank and Bessie Koutny 
M/M Bernard Erenberger 
Wes Becicka 
Glenn and Darlene Klinsky 
Leonard and Mabel Kriz 
jerry and Doris Netolicky 
Edna Mae Sila 
M/M Carl Wilford 
Myrna Lohman 
Delbert and Nina Pudil 
Delores Pudil 

For: FRANCES KOPECKY SEATON 
J. Everett Seaton 

5 

For: EVELYN KAPLAN SPINA 
Sherlee and Cliff Peterson 
Bartunek's Appliance Inc. 

For: JAMES SVAJGL 
Len and Mary Lou Gray 
Lynn Giant and Jessica 
Wilma Eaton 

For: EMMA SVOBODA 
Cedar Rapids Lodge #262 W.F.L.A. 

For: LUCILLE AND YALE URIDIL 
Lumir and Viola Zahradnik 

For: ROSE VACHA 
Dolores B. Bliss 

For: EDWARD VANOURNY 
Alice M. Kadlec 
Bob and Ann Hejkal 
Emil and Evelyn Lamparek 
Milly Ortner 
Alice Meyer 
Dr. Gina Perri and john Ferden 
Vince and Katherine Huelskamp 
Czech Heritage Singers 
Lud and Loreen Svoboda 
john and Norine Zamastil 
M/M Lumir Merta 
William Kloubec and Marcella Hahn 
Frank Novotny 
Wesley and Olga Drahozal 
William Stritesky 
Ray and Jan Zamastil and Family 
Sally Frederick 
M/M Vernon Brecht 
Vernon and Maxine Cerveny 
M/M Robert Erusha 
Conrad and Ruth Hahn 
Eldon and Marion Hosek 
Dolores Kaiden 
Evelyn Kloubec 

For: PAULINE WAGAMON 
Olga Sedenka 

For: SAYRE "WINK" WINKIE 
Bob and Ann Hejkal 
Leo and Irma Modracek 

IN HONOR 
For: DELBERT DITCH 

C.S.A. Lodge Prokop Velky 



M any Museum programs are 
being developed for 1997 and 
1998. They include short pro-

grams, such as "brown bag" tours, and 
longer programs such as lectures and 
discussions, classes and workshops, con-
certs and seminars. Interest has been 
expressed in a week-long educational 
seminar covering topics relating to the 
Czech and Slovak cultures as well as in a 
short course on Czech embroidery. 
These ideas are being explored as possi-
bilities for 1998 and 1999 respectively, 

The popularity of "armchair travel-
ogues" was evident at the Museum's 
first offering for 1997. "Armchair Travels 
Through tlze Czech Republic," presented 
by retired teacher and avid traveler, 
George (Max) Naxera, was attended by 
100 people and was well received. Look 
for Max to return in the fall with, Land 
of Fairy Tales - Castles and Churches of 
the Czech Republic. Individuals interest-
ed in traveling to Europe, and specifi-
cally to the Czech Republic or Slovakia, 
will want to attend a Let's Take A Trip 
program to be presented April 20th by 
Mark Bigaouette, founder and president 
of Czechoslovak Genealogical Society 
International of St . Paul, Minnesota. 

Easter customs and traditions will 
be celebrated at the Museum on the 
two Saturdays before Easter, March 22nd 

PROGRAM NOTES 

and 29th, with demonstrations on egg 
decorating, wheat-weaving and lace-
making - bobbin lace, tatted lace, and 
netting. Adults will see how a few goose 
feathers can be transformed into a use-
ful pastry brush. Children will be able 
to try making a pomlazka or willow 
whip. Samples of a pound-type cake, 
baked in the traditional lamb-shaped 
mold, will be available for tasting. 

Plans are progressing for "Kava a 
Knihy, " a reading-lecture-discussion 
series featuring Czech authors, to be 
offered in the fall. Short programs will 
include "gallery talks" by museum staff 
members. Programs for children will 

include monthly "story times," seasonal 
crafts classes, and puppets. 

Memorial Day weekend visitors for 
the opening of A Thousand Years of Czech 
Culture will be greeted by music and 
song and individuals dressed in colorful, 
"kroje" (national costumes). They will be 
able to tour the exhibit, reminisce in the 
Immigrant Home, watch the crafts 
demonstrators, enjoy ethnic foods, join 
in with the singers, twirl with their part-
ners in time to a polka beat, and shop 
for unique folk art and Czech and Slovak 
imported items in the Gift Store. 

- Patti Hikiji 

 DDates to mark on your calendar: 
March 22 & 29 - Easter Customs & Traditions: Demonstrations in egg decorating, 
wheat-weaving, lace-making, feather-baster making, braiding a pomlazka 
• 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Roman L. Hruska Grand Hall 
• Admission: $2.00 per adult, $1.00 per student 
April 20 - "Lets Take a Trip" with Mark Bigaouette 
• 2:00 p.m., WFLA Heritage Hall 
• Admission: Free to the public 
April 24 - "Before and After the Velvet Revolution" lecture by Dr. Jim Grove 
• 7:00 p.m., WFLA Heritage Hall 
• Admission: Free to the public 
May 16 & 19 - Ethnic crafts classes Sidonka Wadina, instructor 
• WFLA Heritage Hall 
• Call the Museum for registration information 

A craft demonstration (left) held December 7 at the Museum & Library included a visit by 
Svaty Mikulas, (St. Nicholas) played by Cedar Rapids resident, Frank Novotny (center). 

Mark "Vasko" Bigaouette presented a 
Czech travelogue on October 13. 
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I am completing my second month 
as librarian of the NC&SM&L. 
Many thanks to all those who have 

welcomed me so enthusiastically. Thanks 
also to the Czech Heritage Foundation 
and the Iowa Community Cultural 
Grant Program for funding the librarian 
position. Your generous financial support 
makes it possible for the first time to 
have a full-time staff member continue 
the efforts of dedicated volunteers. I am 
excited to be a part of the team that will 
build a world-class research library and 
archives. 

Development of the library is pro-
gressing on several fronts. In the next 
month, we hope to make three impor-
tant purchases: a reference desk, a com-
puter, and library automation software. 
The desk will provide a clear registration 
point for library visitors as well as a work 
area for me and volunteers. The comput-
er will be the site of our online library 
& archives catalog. It will also be our 
gateway to an online union catalog of 
research libraries from which we can 

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT 
copy catalog records for materials in our 
collection and make our collection 
accessible to scholars throughout the 
world. Library automation software will 
speed our work and help us apply accept-
ed library standards. Purchase of these 
items has been funded by a grant from 
US West and several private donations. 

Building the catalog will take time, 
but we have also made changes that 
make the collection more accessible 
immediately. The WFLA collection, 1400 
volumes donated to the library in 1981, 
has been partially cataloged. We have 
gathered those volumes together and 
they can be accessed through the card 
catalog. We have also sorted the rest of 
the items in the library into categories. 
I can access those volumes by browsing 
the shelves. Finally, current periodicals 
can now be found in a separate section 
arranged by title. 

Other exciting developments in the 
library include: 

• taking delivery of a large collection 
of sheet music donated by the Lyra 

Society of Chicago; 
• planning an archival exhibit for the 

library which will be open while 
the exhibit gallery is being prepared 
for A Thousand Years of Czech 
Culture; 

• beginning plans to install mobile 
shelving to house more books and 
protect them from harmful ele-
ments; 

• and helping develop programs 
focusing on reading (e.g., book 
clubs and children's story time). 

You will hear more about these 
developments in future issues of Most. 

A note to volunteers: The library 
needs Czech speakers and others to help 
catalog and process library and archives 
materials. Please contact us if you are 
interested. Those of you who have 
already volunteered have not been for-
gotten. I will contact each of you when 
our plans are finalized. 

- Martha Wilding 

A Thousand Years of Czech Culture: 
Riches from the National Museum in Prague 

I would like to support this world-class exhibit at the National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library 
with my tax deductible contribution. 

Name 
Address 
City State __________ _ Zip _____ _ 
Home Phone Work Phone _ 

D Donor (Up to $499) D Curator's Level ($1,000 to $2,499) 
D Contributor ($500 to $999) D Director's Level ($2,500 to $4,900) 

D President's Level ($5,000 and above) 

I have enclosed my contribution of $ to support this international exhibit. 
I would like to pledge $ in support of this exhibit. Please bill me as follows: 

Signature ________________ Date Thank you for your support! 

7 
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•Folk Dress and Textiles of Slovakia, 
Moravia and Bohemia Tour 
• April 20 - May 2, 1997 
(Optional Prague Extension May 2 - 5) 
Presented by Helene Baine Cincebeaux and 
Helen Zemek Baine with the Costume and 
Textile Council of San Diego 
For information, call Michael Mansfield, 

or Helene Cincebeaux, 
 

•Centennial of Bohemian National Hall, 
Home of Sokol Greater Cleveland 
• April 20 - APOLLO'S FIRE concert at 
Bohemian National Hall 
• May 4 - American & Czech vintage fashion 
show and brunch 
•June 1- Sokol Greater Cleveland summer 
exhibition 
• Sept. 6 & 7 - Bohemian National Hall 
Open House 
• Sept. 27 - Grand Ball/Dinner Dance 
For information, call Dorothy Cummings, 

. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

•Trip to Czech Republic, Slovakia and 
Poland upon Pope John Paul's visit to these 
countries, celebrating the 1 000th Anniversary 
of St. Adalbert's death, a patron of these 
countries. 
• April 24 - May 8, 1997 • Sponsored by the 
Czech Catholic Union Fraternal Insurance 
Society, Cleveland, and the Cleveland District 
Alliance of Czech Catholics. 
For information, call 216-749-7459 or 
1-800-515-TRIP. 

•XIX American Sokol Slet 
and Competitions 
• June 25 - 29 • Activities include gala open-
ing ceremony, festive banquet, competition in 
apparatus, gymnastics volleyball, golf, bowling, 
mass calisthenics, folk dances and more. 
Naperville Central High School, Naperville, IL 
and Morton West High School, Berwyn, IL 
For information and reservations, call the 
American Sokol Organization, 
708-795-6671 or fax 708-795-0539. 

National Czech & Slovak Museum & Libra1y 
30 Sixteenth Avenue S. W. • Cedar Rapids, Iowa USA 52404-5904 

319-362-8500 • Fax 319-363-2209 

• Dvorak Statue Project 
In collaboration with the Stuyvesant Park 
Neighborhood Association 
Project needs your financia l support for the 
placement of life-size bronze statue of 
Antonin Dvorak in landmarked Stuyvesant 
Square, the great Czechoslovakian compos-
er's historic Manhattan neighborhood. 
More than $50,000 will be needed for 
relocation, restoration, pedestal and main-
tenance of the work by celebrated sculptor 
Ivan Mestrovic (1883 - 1962). 
For more information about the Dvorak 
American Heritage Association, write P.O. 
Box 332, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 
10276 or call 212-475-2850. 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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