
Summer, 2013 
Stefanie Kohn, Curator, gives volunteer Shirley 
Alexander a guided preview of Faces of Freedom 
permanent exhibit. Stefanie has been Curator at 
NCSML six years, and prior to this Stefanie was 
Collections Manager of NCSML. A Guild member, 
Stefanie is a gradua te oflndiana Un iversity with 
a double major in Anthropology and Germanic Studies. 

Faces of Freedo1n: Czech and Slovak Journey opens June 15; 
explores immigrants ' pursuit o.f new life in An1erica 

Faces of Freedom: The Czech and Slovak Journey is the new perm anent exhibit at 
National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library . Opened June 15, it featL1Tes more than 7000 
square fe et of historic artifacts, interacti ve environments, immersive experi ences . oral 
hi stories, and more. This extraordinary exhibit takes vis itors through two World Wars. li fe 

. under communi sm, and the pursuit of ne w beginnings in America . 
An exclusive grand-openin g event.lune 14 capped three years of preparat io n fo r the new 

exhibit A d inner and progra m fea tured keynote speaker Capta in E ugene A. Cernan. retired 
Un ited States Navy officer and fo rm er NASA astro naut \vho is of Czech and Slovak 
heri tage. A three-time veteran of m issions in space. Cernan became the last pe rson to walk
on the moon when he served as Ca pta in of Apo llo 17 in 1972. A spectacular ce lebrati on! 

Tn thi s perm anent exhibit a re-c rea ted steam ship helps te ll the story of struggles and 
triumphs of immigrants, as does a replica of a watchtower o n the border. Reali sti c and 
exciting says it all! Our v is itors w ill enj oy thi s exhibit for years. 

' ' ' ' ' ' 

Ribbon cutting features Guild kolace, potica 

A Guild fundrai ser opening day of the new permanent exhibit featured 
sales ofcoffee, kolace, and potica (poppyseed and walnuts.) Held in Grand 
Hall pnor to the 9 :30 a.m. ribbon cutting and after, the event added some 
$450 to the Guild treasury_ 

A highlight of the June 15 event, the festive treats were sold and served 
byBarbHill andher committee of Anita Burke, Diane Moore, and Marla 
N1kod1m. Helpmg were Bonnie Holubar, Laverne Fisher, Barb Pulkrab 
andMarge Sedlacek. Kolace Club bakers were Cyndi O'Brien, Shally Garin, 
shirleyAlexander,Carol Wohlleben, Bonnie Rohlena, John and Sandra 
Hudson, and Mary Ann Kucera. 
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"School tour season ... " In the past school tours were held twice: once in the fall 
and again in the Spring. It \Vas expected and anticipated. Everything was in place and we 
were ready. My how things have changed .. . 

School tour season is now year 'round. We're seeing students here nearly every 
month of the year. Last fall , they were primarily art students here to see the Mucha 
exhibition, though a smattering of second graders were in the mix, participating in the 
Bringing History Home curriculum. Over the winter season and through the spring 
months, more and more of the second graders came to visit, as teachers talk about the 
wonderful experience their students have here. And, let's not forget the middle school 
students studying world history. They are a new audience for us. and I hope we see more 
of them. This summer, we're going to be busy hosting day camps, leadership program 
participants, Scout groups. and many more youth groups. 

Accommodating anywhere from l 0 - 75 students at a time takes a few extra hands. 
We've been fortunate to have several brave vo lunteers assi st the education department with 
the deve lopment or several new tours. classroom activiti es. and experiences. It's always a 
relief to see them walk into Grand Hall , eager to show students the galleries. immigrant 
home. or lead them through the classroom activities. 

Thank you to Bonnie Rohlena. Sylvia Popelka, Larry Kudej . Mel Holubar. Marge 
Sedlacek, Elaine Samek. Barb Hill. Shirley Alexander. Diane Moore. and Carol 
Wohlleben who have stepped fonvard and made themselves availableto bepart of the 
education team's efforts thi s year. · 

If you are interested in learning more, or becoming part of the team. please speak 
w ith Jan Stoffer, Jan@ ncsml.org. 

--Jan Stoffer 
NCSML D irector of Education & Visitor Services 

Top, from left: Carol Wohlleben, Shirley Alexander, Larry Kudej, Diane Moore, Barb Hill. 
Bottom: Bonnie Rohlena, Mel Holubar, Marge Sedlacek, Sylvia Popelka, Elaine Samek. 



The President's Message 
Diane Hayes, President 

BE PROUD 

While driving to Ge neva, lL., recently J was enjoy ing a ll the newly- tilled 
fie lds, lime green new leaves on the trees, and the wonderfu l black, b lack so il of 
lowa wit h rows of green crops peeking through. l drove by an old red barn which 

i had been beautifully painted w ith replicas of G rant Wood's a rtwork. The cycle of 
·li fe. la nd, and all its bounty has begun again! 

O ne cannot he lp but think about where and how the G uild began to sprout not 
that many years ago (1993) . We owe the 5 charter members a depth of gratitude 
fo r their seeds of desire to keep their heritage a live . To think how th is o rganization 
has grown over the few years and the numerous accomplishm ents you have 
ac hie\ ed and overcome is to be e nvied by a ll other o rganizat ions . Yo ur results are 
a world c lass h istoric a l col lection he ld within a one- o f-a- k ind beautiful building. 

Let us not forget that the preparation, p lanting, weed ing, and caring is never 
do ne . We can harvest but w ill a lways need o ur members to develop the seeds of 
ideas to plant and maintain the care of such . ln the end The G ui ld of the NCSML 
has produced a product of unparal le ll ed accompl ishment and will a lways stand tal l 
a nd proud of its hi s tory due to past a nd present members . What a legacy to pass on 
to futu re G uild members. 

D iane Hayes. 
The G uild of the NCSML P resident 

West, TX, suffers disaster; 
Guild contributes to fund 

West. Texas. suffered massive devastat ion Apri l 17. 
20 13. when a fertili zer plant caught on fi re and 

then exp loded. T he exp losion leveled homes 
and businesses. k i l led at least 15 peop le. and 
injured more than 150. 

To show support for th is town ofless than 
3000 people. most of w ho111 are of Czech 
heritage. members of the Czech comm unity of 
Cedar Rapids took up a co llect ion fo r the 
v icti111 s ofthe disaster. 

Volunteer Appreciation 
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Me111bers o f the Guil d voted to contr ibute 
$200 to this fund . Other contributors were CSA 
Lodge Prokop V elky , Federat ion of Czech 
Groups. Soko l Cedar Rapids, and nu111erous 
ind iv iduals. Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the town of West and its inhabitants. T he 
Czech community of Cedar Rap ids w ishes 
everyone a speedy recovery. 

Helen Sorenson and Marilyn Tucker were 
among the volunteers ce lebrated at the 
Vo lunteer Luncheon April 13. 

-- Donna Merkle 
Abigail lbisch, Volunteer and Program 

Coord inator, was assisted by Bonnie Rohlena 
and Jeanne Vogt, in staging a wonderfu l party. 
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Volunteers are the Heart of Guild--
To1a1s compiled by Loreen Svoboda 

f Record yourhours promptly Credit goi:s to you individually
and lo Museum for gmnls.) Abigail lbisch 

Top Ten with Recorded Hours 
for February, 2013 

980 hours 
Diane Moore 60 
Shery l Gard ner 5-l 
Matt Faas 43 .5 
Carol Wohll eben 43.5 
Diane Hayes 34
Pat Mart in 34
Caro lyn Holubar 
Jack ie Allen 
Donna Merkle .29 
Joh n Hudson 2:' 
Total Number of Volunteers: 58 

Top Ten with Recorded Hours 
for March, 2013 

840 hours 
Diane Moore 511
Marj Ne.id! 37 
Diane Hayes 37 
Mary Ellen !<.rotz 32 .5 
Jess ica Moser 30 
Jack ie All en 28 
Matt F·aas 2'8 
Sand ra Hudson 25 
Pat Mart in 

Sally Stejskal 
23 .5 
22 . .) 

T otal Number of Voluntee rs : 57 

Top Ten with Recorded Hours 
for April, 2013 
779.25 hours 

Mary Ulen Krot / 63.5 
Diane I Hayes (i 1
Diane Moore :5 6 
Mari Nejdl 45

hirlcy r\ lcxanclcr 35 .5 
Carolyn Holubar 33.5 
Donna Merk le 33.5 
Mel HJHolubar 3 1.5 
Suzanne Chari par 30 
Sally Stejskal 26.5 
T otal Number of Volunteers: 50 

Marge and Bob Stone have been 
invaluable to Guild educational 
programs since Guild's inception. 

Volunteer and Program Coordinator 

Dear Guild Me111hers. 

It ·s summertimeand that means lots 
o/exciting eventsand changes here at the 
museum. On May 17 and J 8 ll'e were

honored to host Secretary Madeleine Albright and more than 800 
risitors opening her exhibit. Read Mv Pins. Next weare preparing 
forthe grand opening a/our permanent exhibit Faces o(Freedom 
The Czech and Slovak Jo urnev. On Friday, .June J 5 i1·e willhove a 
ribbon culling and a cloy of activitiesand fun We willneed lots of 
volunteers lo hr.:lp in the newgallery To help our volunteers learn 
about this excitingnewexhibit wewillhold twodifferent trainings
onjune5 al 2 p.m.and June 12 al 10 a m if you are a gallery
attendantplease pion to a/lend one of these trainings. 

In other newswe have made some changes to our
volunteerprogram Afier several months of work. a committeeof' 
volunteersand staff releaseda ne1r volunteerhandbook and 
presented it lo the museum guild atthe May meeting. The two
biggest changes are the newmuseumAmbassador Program and 
the online volunteer management system called Volgistics. if you
wereunable to a/lend the meeting. p lease contact me formore 
information In the next.few months. wewillbe workinglo 
implement these changes. 

Asalwaysif youhave any questions about museum eventsand the 
volunteerprogram please do no/ hesitate lo ask! 

Sincerely. 

A bigailJbisch 

Education Question: A nswer below 
The first Pres ident of Czechoslovakia was Tomas G. 
Masaryk. His wife was from Brooklyn, New York. 
He always ca lled her "Charley." What was her name? 
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Women 's breakfast witfi 
madelineJl[6rig ht

The pin base is acrylic paint on copper. 
T he traditiona l fo lk art represents Sec . 
Albright' s heritage . The ribbon and pin_ 
together, are fas hioned as a rneda L 
in honor of Madam Secretary . 

Sec. Albright graciously 
signed and signed ... 
copies of her book, 
Read my Pins, purchased 
at Museum Store . 

More that 800 visitors 
participa ted in the 
openin g of Read My Pins, 
an exhibit or more than 
280 pins that made 
d ip lomat ic hi story . 

Some 243 breakfasted 
wi th Secretary Albright 
on May 18 and \\'atched 
the presentati on of the pi n 
NCSML G uild gave Sec . 
A lbrigl1t to commemorate 
her, personally _ and her 
exhibit at NCSML. 

Amazing pins for sale at NCSML Museum Store 
More than 200 pin s have been so ld in Mu se um Store since 

Read My Pins exhibit open ed in mid-May . 
Each pin was se lected in the style of those in the dazzling 

ex hibit inspired by Sec. Albright's hi storical collection . 
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You will want a pin to recall our exhibit, and prices range 
from $5 for a lapel pin to $ 150 for a stunning Art Deco brooch, 
said Museum Store Manager Catharine Otto. 

"We will introduce our exclusive chandelier brooch, designed in 
the styl e of the spectacular chandelier in Rozek Grand Hall , the end 
of July," Catharine sa id. 

Catharine Otto and Marj 
Nejdl, arti sts and Guild members, 
designed and fabricated the pin. 

.. 
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Minutes Of The March 2013 NCSML Guild Meeting 

The Guild Of The National Czech And Slovak Museum And Library met at the NCS ML on Saturday March 2 , 2013, 
at 9:00 a.m. President Diane Hayes called the meeting to order and Vice President Donna Merkle led the Pledge Of 
Allegiance. There were 42 members present. 
Program: The Investigative Committee regarding the Madeleine Albright Gift from the Guild gave a report to the 
membership on their findings. Sandra Hudson moved "that the Guild gift to Madeleine Albright will be a folk art pin 
created by Marj Nejdl and Catharine Otto." The motion was adopted by 100% membership vote after debate. Sandra 
Hudson also moved "that the fonding of the Madeleine Albright folk art pin will be drawn from the Guild treasury ." 
This motion was also adopted by I 1vote by the membership. The pin will be presented to Madeleine at the event 
breakfast on May 18, 2013. 
Gail Naughton added additional details concerning the week-end activities. All tickets for the Friday evening and 
Saturday Women's Brunch will be sold on a first come first serve basis. It will be discussed at next month 's meeting 
regarding the purchasing of brunch tickets by the Guild Members for the two artists . 
President's Report: Diane Hayes requested that from now on , when making a motion , the member stand , state their 
full name and state their motion clearly. She also noted that the treasurer 's report does not have to be voted on. And that 
the board has decided bills that are presented to the treas urer, with receipts , and under $150 do not have to be voted on. 
Also, the board has decided that checks written on the Guild's account that are under $300 do not have to be cosigned 
by board members . The membership will receive a draft of the revised bylaws at the April meeting. 
Vice President's Report: Donna Merkle thanked the membership for the free will donation to Svetlusky in honor of 
Guenter Merkle . 
Recording Secretary's Report: Diana Geoffrey distributed the Minutes from the February 2013 meeting. Abigail 
lbisch made a motion to accept the Minutes as written. Minutes were approved with a 100% vote. 
Corresponding Secretary's Report: Loreen Svoboda read the top ten volunteer hour li st for February. Diane Moore 
was number one with 60 hours. 
Treasurer's Report: Betty Sheets distributed the Treasurer's Report for February. The ending balance was 
$ 13 ,977.29. 
Board Of Directors Representative Report: Carol Wohlleben stated that she gave the Guild's 2012 annual report to 
the NCSML Board of Directors at the February 26, 201 3, meeting. 
Education Committee: Jeanne Vogt reported that the Czech School Chili Supper will be March 9. The Czech 

Heritage St. Joseph 's Day Dance will be March 10. She handed out Ayers for a Spring Concert on April 7 and a 
Spring Dinner Concert on April 18 . And the St. Joseph's Day parade in Czech Village is March 23. 
History Committee: Dave Stauffer asked for volunteers to assist him on the history committee. He also reported that 
Dave Muhlena has provided space in the library for Guild artifacts. 
Membership Committee: Betty Sheets reported that 124 members have paid their 2013 clues. Please check the copy 
of the membership list and make any necessary corrections. Betty thanked Sally Stejskal, Sheryl Gardner, Pat Martin 
and Linda Koehler for all their work on updating the membership list. She stated that any members with unpaid clues by 
March 31 will be dropped from the membership list. 
Program Committee: Donna Merkle reported the April program will be presented by Stefanie Kohn who will di sc uss 
the upcoming "Faces Of Freedom" exhibit~ 
Name Badge Committee: Donna Merkle said name badges are on hold until a new logo design is created. 
Kitchen Committee: Carol Wohlleben and Gail Naughton met with the contractor and stove manufacturer. they made 
it clear that the present stove must be replaced . Gail will put pressure on them to get this done ASAP as the Museum 
and Guild have upcoming events that require a working stove. 
Kolace Club: Cyndi O'Brien reported that the club made approximately $158 on the last fundraiser. The club would 
like to sell kolace during the St. Joseph Day Parade and are planning to work out of the Kosek building. Al so, the 
Museum is asking for kolace for the History and Culture Conference in April. And the group may also have a " Kolac 
and Coffee "offering at the Faces of Freedom opening in June. These events all depend on getting the newstove. 
Public Relations Committee: Diane Hayes stated that Ed Popelka has agreed to chair Public Relations . 
Survey Committee: Jeanne Vogt reported that the committee 's report is incomplete at this time. 
Volunteer Recognition: Abigail lbisch asked for volunteers to help in the St. Joseph's Day Parade. She also reported 
that she is working with members Bonnie Rohlena and Jeanne Vogt on the upcoming "Volunteer Recognition Lunch" 
which will be April 13 at 11 am. 
Meeting Attendance Lottery: Valdosta Pecans donated by the Gardners, won by Bob Stone; Czech Pottery and 
hand towel donated by Andrea Siebenmann , won by Fran Hanzel Johnson ; St. Patrick's glass and towel donated by 
Jeanne Vogt, won by Marge Sedlacek. Diane Hayes thanked Cyndi O'Brien, Barb and Frank Edmunds , Bonnie 
Holubar, Diane Moore and Amy Lyness for helping with the potluck. The next meeting is April 6, 2013 . The meeting 
adjourned at 10:45 am. Potluck followed the meeting . 

Diana Geoffrey 
Recording Secretary 
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2013 NCSML GUILD TREASURER'S REPORT 
2012 AS OF 5/31/13 

beginning Bala11ce $ 7,301.26 $ 13,065.58 
Receipts 
Dues $ 1,184.00 $ 1,120.00 
Cookbooks $ 3,604.00 $ 50.00 
Donations $ 90.00 $ 105.00 
Aprnns $ 84.00 $ -

Kolache Club $ 575.00 $ 3 15.00 
M isccllaneous $ 200.00 $ 45.00 
Taste of Czech/Slovak $ 2,276.00 $ -

Special Events $ 1,768.15 $ -

C ookie Walk $ 2,573.50 $ -

Interest $ 2.35 $ 0.59 
Total Receipts $ 12,357.00 $ 1,635.59 

s -

Disbursements $ -
G uilcled Page $ 757.49 $ 310.70 
Cookbook Expense $ -
NCSML $ 3,075.00 $ -
M iscell a neous $ 342.40 $ 529.27 
Kitchen Ex pense $ 787.37 $ 335.88 
Kolace C lub s 173.03 $ 392.86 
Taste of C/S £.xpenscs s 532.62 s -

Dona tio ns $ 225.00 
S pecia l Events s 864.25 $ 100.00 
Cooki e W alk Expenses $ 60.52 $ -

Total Dis bursements $ 6,592.68 $ 1,893.71 

Ending Balance $ 13,065.58 $ 12,8 07.46 

Recap Museum Guild Fund Rais ing Proj ects 

Taste of Czech Net $ 1,743.38 $ -

Special Events Net $ 903.90 $ -

Ko/ache Club Net $ 401.9 7 $ (77.86) 
Cookie Walk Net $ 2,548.98 $ -

NCSML Opening Day $ 1,351.90 $ -
Ragbrai $ 236.25 $ -

Members Currently Paid for 2013 - 142 

NCSML Guild me1nbership approves 
Bylaws changes at June 111eeting 

Guild of the Museum recommended in 2012 
that the Bylaws or the Guild be reviewed and 
adjusted to meet the current needs or operation 
as NCSML was remodeled and re-opened . 
Recommended changes \\'ere adopted at the June I 
Guild membership meeti ng. The pro vote was 
unanimous! 
As background inrormation. a committee was 

appointed to review and determine" hat changes/ 
deletions, if an; , werenecessary and to create a 
revised document. More than 250 vol untecr hours 
were devoted to study and rewriting. 
One reason for the n_,,·ision \\'as to simplify 

Bylaws and remo,·e severalout-dated items 
as ll'ell as others that would normally be round in a 
Policy and Procedure Manual. Changes incluclcd 
duties or executivecommitteeprocedures 
involvingfinancialtransactions. some realignment 
or committees. and rcspecti \'e responsibilities ancl 
ali gnment withthe NCSML operations. 
All members or the Museum Gui ld were notified 

by mai l that the By laws recommendations ,,·oulcl be 
presented at the June 1 meeting. and to encourage 
members to be present to reviewthem and vote. 
The revised By laws were presented to the Guil e! 

members at that meeting, with the committee 
fielding questions. Now that Gui ld's revised bylaws
have membershi p approvalthey willbe presented 
to the NCSML Board or D i rectors. I f approved . they 
willl become effecti vee Aug. I , 201 3. 

--Carol Wohlleben , committee chair 
Diane Hayes 
John Hudson 
Bob Stone 
Wilfred Stone 

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
Joan Sanders and Bob H ej kal were am ong 

the some 100 volunteers w ho enjoyed lunch, 
drawings for prizes, and a cake ... at the April 13 
funct ion at NCSML. 
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Minutes Of The April 2013 NCSML Guild Meeting 

T he Guild of the Nati onal Czech and Slovak Museum and Library met at the NCSML on Saturday April 6, 
201 3 at 9:00 am. President Diane Hayes called the meeting to order and Vice President Donna M erkle led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. T here were 51 members and one guest present. 
Program: Museum curator Stefanie Kohn talked about the upcoming permanent exhibit "Faces of Freedom." 
It will open June 15 , 201 3, and run for 10-15 years. It will be immersive, interacti ve, and fun! 
Presidents Report: Diane Hayes reported that Suzie L ong has accepted the position ofBrew Nost 201 3 chair 
and will be working with Kecia Boysen to make thi s event happen. The Cookie Walk will be co-chaired by 
M ary V anHouten and M ari e Webster and will be held the same time as the Old Prague Chri stmas Market this 
year. The committee needs to come up with an additional event to utilize the hall after the Cookie Walk is 
fi nished. T he Survey Committee should have results to report at the M ay meeting. The By Laws Committee 
will be presenting the updated by laws at the June meeting. These will need to be approved by a vote of the 
membership at that time. Technology- Diane Hayes thanked Betty Sheets, Pat M artin , Linda K oehler, Sheryl 
Gardner , Sally Stej skal and Abi gail lbi sch for all their hard work in getting the membership in formation 
together for the new Volgisti cs sys tem. In other business, Diane stated that email s going out to the membershi p 
need to be approved first by the president and or the executi ve board . 
Board of Directors Report: Diane Hayes reported for Carol Wohlleben that the Board read and approved the 
updated by laws for the NCSML Board of Directors at their M arch 26, 201 3, meeting. 
Recording Secretary: Diana Geoffrey explained that Guild meeting Minutes wi ll be emailed to members and 
copies will be availabl e at the meetings. T he M arch meeting Minutes were approved as distri buted. 
Corresponding Secretary: Diana Geoffrey read a list of 'Thank Y ous" sent out by Loreen Svoboda during 
the month of March. D iana also explained the recording and reporting of volunteer hours. V olunteer hours 
must be logged no later than the ninth of the following month . Reports will be one month behind. Therefore 
there was no volunteer hours report thi s month . 
Treasurer's Report: Sall y Stej skal reported an ending balance for the month of M arch 201 3 as $13,776.50. 
Membership: Sally Stej skal again thanked everyone who helped with the updated membership list. Thi s 
updated list will be emailed to members and there were also copies available at the meeting. She reminded 
everyone that it is the members' responsibility to report any changes or corrections to their information as soon 
as possible 
Public Relations: Ed Popelka thanked the Guild for giving him the opportun ity to chair this committee. T he 
committee will work wi th the museum and Guild to publi cize volunteer opportunities for the NCSML and its 
Gui ld. 
Publications: Pat M artin asked Guild members for help to write stori es and take pictures for the Guilded Page. 
Pat would li ke a story on gall ery attendants and docents for the next issue. 
Permanent Exhibit Opening Fundraiser: Barb Hill , committee chair. reported that the Guild will prov ide 
baked goods and coffee the morning of .June 15 , 201 3, for the opening of the permanent exhibit. They will 
have sign-up sheets for thi s event at the May meeting. 
History Committee: Dave Stauffer asked for photos or in formation that anyone would like to see as part of 
our history books. The committee's immediate goal is to fini sh the 2011 and 2012 history books. 
Programs: Donna Merkle thanked Stefanie Kohn for today's program. She stated that Barb and Frank 
Edmonds will present a program on the hi story of The Czech National Cemetery for the May meeting. 
Kitchen: Cyndi O 'Brien along with Amy Lyness said that we will have a new convecti on oven within the next 
two weeks. They thanked Carol Wohlleben , Grant Smith, and Gail Naughton for their help. 
Kolace Club: Cyndi O 'Brien stated that the club has several baking opportuniti es for the months of April and 
May. She will send out an email with dates and times to club members. 
Volunteer News: Abi gail lbi sch reminded everyone about the volunteer recognition lunch on April 13. She 
reported that there will be a di scount to Guild members for the upcoming History Conference. Survey- Abi gail 
thanked museum staff and Guild members Sheryl Gardner, Sall y Stejskal , and Linda Koehler for their work 
helping with the survey results. The plan is to add Guild information to the current NCSML website and a 
Facebook page will be developed. The volunteer handbook has been updated and will be presented at the May 
meeting. Abigail explained the system Volgistics. M ore information will be reported at the May meeting. 
Houby Day Par~de: Suzie Longasked about a Houby Day parade. Suzie suggested that we might want to 
send a representati ve from the Gu!ld to the Czech Village A ssociation meetings. 
meetingAttendance Lottery Donations: The foll owing donated prizes for the attendance lottery. Marj Nejdl , 
Diane Hayes, Jeanne V ogt, and Mary VanHouten . Next meeting is May 4 , 2013 . Adjournment at 10:30 am. 

Diana Geoffrey 
Recording Secretary 



Most of us think of the Co ld War in political or rnilitary 
term s. but those who lived through that period have other 

mernorics . At the recent History and Culture Conference. 
NCSML showcased the personal stories or individua ls who 
expe rienced the Communi st era in Czechos lovakia. 

Some 65 conference attendees heard ora l hi stori ans from 
the Czech Repub li c and United States present their work 
with po liti ca l prisoners. Czech and Slovak emigres. 
di ssidents. and "the rn an on the street." 

The Confe rence was held at NCSML April 26-27, with 
NCSML's oral hi story project the centerpiece of the weekend . 

A number of th e 11 presenter had been interviewees for 
the project. 

GUILD THE NATIONAL 
& 
& 

CEDAR 

9 

Dave muhlena NCSML Library Director 
and Robert Rehak, PhD, Second Secretary
Cultural Attache, Embassy of Czech 
Republic in Washington D.C. ... discuss impact, 
implications of oral history. 

We LOVE a Parade! 

Guild's "Marching Corps" was 
enjoyed by St. Joseph Day Parade 
en th us iasts who li ned the streets 
in Czech Vi ll age March 23. 

We encourage parades, as they 
dramatica ll y spot liight enthusiasm 
and public interest in the Czech 
and Slovak c ultures and our events. 

Gui ld members in the photo inc lude 
Diana Geoffrey, DonPu lkrab, Suzie 
Long, Betty Sheets, Leni Stastny, 
and Jennifer Greve. 



Minutes Of The May 4 2013 NCSML Guild Meeting 

The Guild of the National Czech and Slovak Museum and L ibrary met at the NCSM L on Saturday May 4, 
2013, at 9:00 am. President Diane Hayes called the meeting to order and Vice President Donna M erkle led the 
Pledge of A llegiance. There were 45 members present. 
Presentation of Survey Results: Jeanne V ogt and Diane Hayes read through the resul ts of the Museum 
Guild survey that was taken on September 8, 201 3. Concerns of respondents were addressed. 
Revised Volunteer Handbook: Abigail lbi sch handed out the new Museum volunteer handbook and went 
over the new Museum volunteer training program. There will be trai ning for exhibit volunteers before the 
opening of the new permanent exhibit and training on the Volgistics system later this summer. 
President's Report: Diane Hayes recognized Jeanne Vogl , Bonnie Rohlena, and Abigail l bisch for their hard 
work in putting the Volunteer L uncheon together. She also recognized Guild member L inda Koehler for 
receiving the Governor 's A ward for her volunteer work with St. L uke's hospital. Diane read a note from Guild 
member Beth DeBoom and Cynthia Hadish thanking Guild members for ideas to use in their Czech Heritage 
Garden. Diane reported that tickets were purchased for Marj Nejdl and Catharine Otto so they may allend the 
Madeleine Albright Women's breakfast as guests of Guild. 
Diane Hayes listed some upcoming events: Fi rst Presbyterian Church of Ely will hold another Kolace Camp on 
July 13. The revised NCSML Guild by laws will be presented and voted on at the June meeting. T he July 
membership meeting will be held in NCSM L theatre and August meeting at First Presbyterian Church of Ely. 
Vice President: Donna Merkle mentioned the fertilizer plant explosion in West, TX , noti ng that thi s is a large 
Czech community. Barb Edmunds made a motion: To give a $200 donation to the "Victims of West Explosion·' 
fromthe Guild treasury. The motion passed wi th 100% vote by the membershi p. 
Recording Secretary: Diana Geoffrey: April Minutes were approved as distributed .. 
Corresponding Secretary: Loreen Svoboda read the top ten volunteer 's hours for March . A total of 37 
volunteers contributed 840 hours in M arch. Diane Moore was first with 51 hours. 
Loreen reported that she sent a get well card to Irene Hamous and a sympathy card to Diane Moore. 
Treasurer ' s Report: Sally Stej skal reported that the ending balance for April was $ 13,623.54. 
Membership: Sally Stejskal reported that postcards announcing the bylaws vote at the upcoming June meeting 
were mai led and thanked Linda Koehler helping. Guild gained member during the Cul ture Conference. 
Board of Directors Report: Carol Wohhleben reported on the M ay 4, 2013, NCSML Board meeting. The 
M useum wi ll receive a National Gold M edal on M ay 8, 201 3, in Washington, D.C. T here will be a l ive stream 
of the event in the Museum theatre at 12:30 pm that day. Carol also told Guild members that she will be giving 
a quarterly Gui Id report to the Board of Di rectors. 
Madeleine A lbright Pin: M arj Nejdl and Cathari ne Otto reported that they have produced two pins along with 
a hand painted box to store them in. They are a heart shape made of copper and will be hung from Czech 
ribbon. T he two arti sts will be choosing one of the pins to present to M s. A lbright. The pins were on display at 
this meeting and will be displayed in the M useum Store before the presentation on May 18, 20 13. 
Faces of Freedom: M arla Nikodim told the membership that the committee will have a "welcoming table' in 
Grand Hall during the exhibit opening and will be serving coffee, juice, kolace and another pastry. 
Kitchen Committee: Carol Wohhleben reported that the new oven is in place and that she and Cyndi O'Brien 
successful ly tested it on M ay 3, 201 3. Carol recognized Grant Smith from the Museum staff for all his work in 
getting the old oven replaced. 
Kolace Club: Cyndi O'Brien stated that A my Lyness from the Museum staff w ill take care of any kolacc 
needs for the month of M ay. T he Kolace Club will have trai ning on the new oven sometime before thei r next 
function. She also mentioned that Carol , Cyndi ,Sylvia Popelka, and Bonnie Rohlena made some revisions to 
the original kolace recipe. 
Small Groups: Diane Hayes said that there would be sign-up sheets after the meeting for anyone interested in 
being involved in small group acti vi ties . 
M eeting Attendance Lottery Donations: T he following people donated items for the attendance lottery. Jan 
Gadzo, Barb and Frank Edmunds, Patty Thacker, and Jeanne Vogt. The next meeting is June I , 201 3. The 
meeting adjourned at 10:50 am. Diana Geoffrey 

Recording Secretary 
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Volgistics: Online Volunteer Management 

Abigail Ibisch, Volunteer and Program Coordinator 

This month the NCSML began using a new online volunteer management program called 
Volgistics. This software represents a huge step forward for the volunteer program. It will make 
volunteer management much simpler, allow the volunteer program to reach a much wider 
audience, and give volunteers another connection to the museum. Increasingly volunteer 
programs are turning to the internet to communicate and organize their volunteers. Volgistics is 
at the forefront of the movement representing 3000 organizations with over 3 million volunteers. 

There are several benefits which will apply directly to the NCSML. This program will 
allow museum and museum guild administrators to communicate directly and effectively 
manage a large and growing group of volunteers. It will also give volunteers the ability to 
manage their contact information, check their schedule, enter their hours, and sign up for open 
shifts. In addition it works as a recrniting tool allowing people to view open positions and fill out 
a volunteer application online. 

However, while this is a very exciting development, we do recognize that there are a 
significant number of people who will continue to use our standard procedures to report hours 
and sign-up for shifts. The museum staff is working with several volunteers to take steps to 
integrate the two systems so that those who are uncomfortable with Volgistics will still feel 
welcome at the museum. 

If you are interested in using Volgistics or you have any questions about the program, 
please contact Abigail Ibisch at aibisch@ncsml.org or at (319) 362-8500 ext. 111 . Your 
username will be your email address. You will receive an email with a password at that email 
address. 

On July 12 at 10 am, training courses will be held to teach volunteers how to use 
Volgistics. Until then, if you would like to know more, please visit 
http://www.volgistics.com/videos/HTl 147.htm. 

To log into Volgistics : 

1. Type https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/?FROM=87630 into your web browser 
2. Enter your username (your email address) and your password (contained in the email) 
3. Click log in 



Pat Martin, Editor 

*********************** 
Next Membership Meeting 
Saturday, July 13, 9 a.m . 

At NCSML--Theater 
Program: Czech National Cemeter_v 
Join the excitement.Be there' 

*********************** 

AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 

When: Saturday, August 3 
Where: E ly Presbyterian Church 

l 11 0 Spani sh Road, Ely 

How: Carpooling available! 
Meet at 9 a.111. on corner lot of 

16th Ave. and Inspiration Place S.W. 
9: 10 a.111 . depaiiure for E ly 

Meeting staris at 9 :30 a.111. 

Program: History of the E ly Presbyterian 
Church in this Czech Settlement. 

************************ 
Guilded pageStaff 

Editor. .. Pat Martin 
Photographers .. . Carolyn Holubar 

and John Hudson 
Call one of us with story/photo 

ideas or suggestions! 
**************************** 
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