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of America 
NATIONAL CZECH AND SLOVAK broidery, elaborate beadwork, and bril- the Czech and S1ovak Republics who 

MUSEUM lla.nt scarves and ribbons decorate the have expressed their endorsement of 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the collection or national costumes from this fine collection and the ambitions

Cz.ech Flne Arts Foundation in Cedar the Czechs, Moravia, and Slovak areas. project. They have expressed a willing-
Rapids, IA. is undertaking the con- There are over 40 costumes in the col- n- to help arrange touring exhibits
struction or a new National Czech and lection-more than in any other mu- that have never before left the mother 
Slovak Museum a.nd Library. It is in- seum outsideor Czechoslovakia. country. Especially appealing to these
deed worthy of national stature, de- Here, too, are richly carved pipes, officials is the Cedar Rapids' location. 
signed to house their priceless co11ec- lovely hand-painted porcelains, daz- virtually in the geographic center or 
tlon or artifacts from the mother coun- zling, deeply cut lead crystal and the Upper Midwest, where you will find
try, brought to America by generations scores of other old world treasures. many descendants of Eastern European 
or Czechs and Slovaks. These were part of the culture or the immigrants.

The project includes acquisition of a Czechs, Moravians, and Slovaks who The proposed museum and the con-
key site in  the midst or a well known immigrated here from Central Europe tinuation or the beautiful collectlon. 
Czech village in Cedar Rapids, con- during the late 19th and early 20th cen- enjoys the endorsement or local offi-
struction or a humidistatically con- turies. cials, the Governor of Iowa, commu-
trolled environment for the artifacts The immigrant experience was ardu- nity leaders, the Ministry of Education 
and creation of a library to house an ous and the first years here were not or the Slovak Republic and the Min- 
extensive collection or Czech books and easy. An actual two-room immigrant istry of International Rela tionsor thehome been faithfully restored to o 
research materials. depict their lifestyle as well as many of Slovak Republic. In March or this year

The project also includes flexible their handmade tools. it was my pleasure tto introduce H.K.
meeting rooms where educational and Rita Klimova, Ambassador Extraor-
cultrual programs can be offered to il- Curators have informed the Cedar dinary and Plenipotentiary who ac-
lustrate the rich artistic heritage or Rapids Czech Fine Arts Foundation cepted an award for President Havel 
the Czech and Slovak cultures. Several that this is one of the moat outstand- presented by the global community of 
Cedar Rapidians are teaching the lan- ing of any ethnic collections in this Cedar Rapids. Her Excellency expressed 
guage and exquisite craftsmanship to country . great enthusiasm for the collection and 
younger people across the Nation so Give the great value of this collec- the foundation's efforts.
th&t these skills will be preserved. tion, the offer of touring exhibitions Those who know me, know that I 

The present museum opened in the and the plans for special programs, the have great esteem for my fellow 
fall of 1978, and was once moved from a Czech Fine Arts Foundation and sev- Iowans, their commitment. their sense
temporary facility to its present loca- . eral other Czech groups have engaged of history, their dedication to preserv-
tion on the banks of the Cedar River Mr. Felix Stephen Gula or New York ing traditional values and their will-
which winds through the community. cityto plan a new major facility. Mr. o their time d their 
More than 60.000 visitors have enjoy... ed Gula is knownworldwide !or his archi- ingness to give e 
the museum from every State 1n the tectural and exhibit work for such Slovak Museum and Library and the the 
Nation and more than 65 other coun- major clients as the State of New people associated with tt are typical or 
tries. York, the U.S. Department or Com- peopple associated and its citizens. I am 

. merce and the Smithsonian Museum t best of I -- a
The depth and variety of the muse- among other achievements. proud to add my name to those who en-

um's collection reflect the level of sup- Several of the Cedar Rapids Czech dorse these efforts.
port it enjoys nationally. Lavish hand- Fine Arts Foundation and Advisory 
made laces, exquisite cutwork and em- Board are acquainted with officials or 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
For several months a handful of dedicated 

people have worked diligently on our Czecho-
slovak community's grandest project to date. The 
cover of this issue says it all! 

We've all heard the skeptics, and those who 
would believe they won't see the day when a new 
Museum & Library are built. The fact is, the 
Czech Fine Arts Foundation will be presenting 
Cedar Rapids a new National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library in the very near future. 

The success of this project can be directly 
linked to the cooperation between all of the 
Czechoslovak organizations in Cedar Rapids. 
Each formally recognized and endorsed the pro-
ject from the very start and appreciate the value 
of such a fine facility. Cooperation among our 
groups has never been better and the evidence is 
the realization of our new Museum & Library. See 
you at the groundbreaking next Fall! 

John Rocarek 
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STOLEN 

The Czech settee that reposed outside of 
Sykora Bakery for many years is no more. It has 
been stolen. It will be missed by many who 
paused to rest or to enjoy their kolach purchased 
at the bakery. Any information regarding the 
theft will be greatly appreciated. 

From Thievery to Vandalism 

The Bridge of the Lions lost one of its mascots 
earlier this month. Someone who evidently had 
too much time on their hands took it upon them-
selves to reduce one of the concrete center lions on 
the 16th Avenue Bridge to rubble. But not to 
worry. A replacement lion is already in place. 
Money had been set aside by the Bridge of the 
Lions Committee for the inevitable. 

Correction: Thanks go out to the many readers 
that caught the error in the list of festivals we ran 
in our last issue. South Dakota should read -

South Dakota 
Tabor, South Dakota-Czech Days, third 
Friday and Saturday in June. 



E.I.L. UPDATE 
The Ambassadors are back from Czecho-

slovakia and their month-long homestay and are 
eager to share their experiences. Our four ambas-
sadors this year were Dana Dvorsky, Janet 
Kopecky, Stephany Machacek, and Sarah 
Novotny. The Ambassadors showed their slides 
and gave us all a glimpse of life inside 
Czechoslovakia on October 4th at Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Cedar Rapids . The 
Experiment in International Living/Homestay 
Program presentation each October offers us a 
chance to go to Czechoslovakia without leaving 
Cedar Rapids. 

Each Ambassador is available to speak to your 
church group, lodge or organization. Just contact 
the Committee Chairperson or write to the 
Foundation. 

Students wishing to apply for a scholarship for 
next year's homestay may obtain their applica-
tions from Committee Chairperson Sherlee 
Peterson by writing her at  

. To qualify, area students 
must be of some Czechoslovak ancestry and be in 
their junior year of high school. The deadline for 
return of applications is November 1st. 

SLOVAK CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA 

Among the concerts of the 1992-93 series of 
Cedar Rapids Community Concerts is the Slovak 
Chamber Orchestra; praised as one of the world's 
finest string ensembles. The orchestr a has per-
formed in more than fifteen hundred concerts 
throughout four continents and is a regular spe-
cial guest at Europe's most prestigious music fes-
tivals. They will perform at the Paramount 
Theatre on November 3rd of this year. 

Due to the regulations of the National 
Community Concerts Association, tickets for any 
one performance may not be sold. Therefore, it 
will be necessary to purchase a season ticket 
which admits you to four excellent programs at 
the Paramount Theatre. Season tickets for $25 
each may be purchased from Charles E. Krejci by 
check payable to Cedar Rapids Community 
Concerts and forwarded to him at

Season tickets also grant you free admission 

BEDRICH SMETANA 

PRO DANA NEVESTA 
For the first time ever, the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago is 
presentlng "Prodana 
Nevesta" (The Bartered
Bride) by Bedrich Smetana 
- - - in English, with 
projected English titles. 

The Czech Fine Arts 
Foundation, Inc. is 
sponsoring an ovemight 
trip to see this charming 
and delightful comedy on 
November 7-8, 1992. 

Cost of the tour, which 
includes the opera ticket, 
transportation by 
motorcoach, ovemight 
lodging, and a family-style 
meal at a Czech 
restaurant, is only 
$100.00 per person. 

Forty-fiveve tickets are 
av le on a
"first-come-first-served"
basis. 

Payment must 
accompany each 
reservation in order to 
secure a place on the tour. 

Contact the Czech &
Slovak Museum & Library 
for further details at 
(319) 362-8500. 

DEADLINE for reservations 
ls October l, 1992. 

to all the Communi t y Concerts at Clinton, 
Waterloo, Decorah, and Marshalltown. Tickets 
will be mailed from the office of our organization. 
Na shledanou! 

CZECH MUSIC 
FOR ALL YOUTH 

The Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra and 
Cedar Rapids Community Schools in July, com-
memorated the visit of Antonin Dvorak. Classes 
were for pre-schoolers, grades three through 
twelve with orchestra experience, and students in 
grades five through eight were in a choru s. On 
Friday, July 31st, the groups were in a variety 
program around and on the Bandstand Czech in 
Village. Works of Dvorak and Smetana were on 
the program. It was surprising to see such little 
folks playing violins and other musical instru-
ments. 
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CZECH/SLOVAK-IOWA 
AGRICULTURAL 

EXPERIENCE 
By Adeline Volesky 

Iowa State University in Ames selected 
Czechoslovakia as the country of focus as an agri-
cultural exchange because it had extension inter-
action with their three universities. The purpose 
is to carry out educational training from manage-
ment to market economics. The goal of the pro-
gram is to facilitate the movement of the Czech 
and Slovak republics from a communal driven 
society to a market driven society. As a result 
twenty-five Czechs and Slovaks, five women and 
twenty men, were selected to come to Iowa. They 
are involved in agriculture, agri-business and 
banking. 

Our guest was Jirina Andrlova, age forty from 
Oldris, Moravia. Her husband is in charge of a 
beef herd. They have a twenty-three year old son 
in Brno University and a six year old daughter. 
Jirina is the manager of a five thousand acre col-
lective farm with ten employees under her super-
vision. She is well educated, having attended the 
University of Prague of five years. Since educa-
tion is government financed, almost everyone goes 
but only the honor students get good positions. 
Her collective farm is in a higher elevation. They 
raise short season crops. 

We asked what the future had in store for the 
collective farm. She said the land will be returned 
to the people who originally owned it, according to 
records and documents. Other land will be offered 
in return for wages or money owed people and the 
rest will be sold, however there are not many tak-
ers. Older people plan to retire and the young peo-
ple do not have the finances and experience of 
free enterprise. 

Since Jirina's job will be eliminated we asked 
about her future. Their family will accept land 
that once belonged to them originally. They must 
still decide whether to take level land for crops or 
rolling land for cattle. 

Arrangements for local tours included 
Prochaska Vegetable Farm, Hagen Strawberry 
Farm, Hughes Nursery, Kloubec Fish Farm, 
Honey Creek Orchard, and Kirkwood College. 
Other highlights included T.V. interviews, 
Freedom Festival Parade, picnics, concerts, super-
markets, beef and hog farms, hands-on work, and 
church. 

The agricultural exchange group arrived in 
the United States, June 22nd and had orientation 
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the 23rd and 24th. Host families met their guests 
the 25th at Amana. The group departed our com-
munity June 30th after a tour of the Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library, Czech Village and lun-
cheon. Their next stop was Ames and Des Moines 
for eight days, then on to Washington D.C. at the 
U.S.D.A. and sightseeing before returning home. 

Iowa State University will continue its inter-
action with a six part satellite series emanating 
from I.S.U., downlinking to all three universities 
carried by national television. I.S.U. also plans to 
develop six one-hour-long T.V. programs depicting 
day to day operations in America, making deci-
sions using current management and market eco-
nomic concepts and methods. 

Some of our guests spoke good English, but 
several spoke no English, so we had to brush up 
on our Czech and keep our dictionaries handy. We 
enjoyed them immensely and hope they learned a 
lot about agriculture since we are located in the 
"Bread Basket of the World." We made many last-
ing friendships and they extended invitations to 
us to visit them in their homes. 
Editor's Note: All toll, twenty families from all 
over Eastern Iowa pitched-in to host these 
exchange students. Our hats are off to all of the 
generous folks out there who participated. Dekujt 
vam mnohokrat! 

BRIDGES IN PRAHA 
Praha is often called, "The City of a Hundred 

Steeples." When you stand on the wall of the 
Castle, look down toward the city, your eyes travel 
from steeple to steeple. You also see the Vltava 
River and its twenty bridges! 

The first bridge was made of wood in the 
900's. By the year 1172 it was no longer in use ... 

Vaclav had been on a mili-
tary trip to Italy and saw 
many stone bridges. So a 
stone bridge was erected, 
named after his wife, 
Judith. This bridge was 
worn out in 1342, and 
replaced in 1357 when the 
present Charles Bridge 
was started. There are 
some thirty statues of var-
ious famous people from 
the Middle Ages on the 

Charles Bridge. It was closed a few years ago to 
vehicular traffic. 
Excerpted in part from Jan. '92 Sokol Minnesota 
Slovo 



FREDDY, THE CZECH 
PEACH MERCHANT 

by Leonard Pfeifer 
Fred Pfeifer was born February 29, 1911 at 

1829 L St. S.W. in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the oldest 
son of Bedrich and Stella (Trpkosh) Pfeifer. 

The year was 1917. At the tender age of six, 
Fred confronted his first of many challenges. 
Much to his surprise he discovered that he would 
be required to learn a foreign language. You see, 
the only language spoken at Van Buren 
Elementary School was English, and the only lan-
guage Fred spoke was Czech. There would be no 
bilingual classes to smooth the transition. But 
hard work prevailed and by the end of the school 
year Fred Pfeifer proudly wrote a little in English. 

Fred went on with his studies and became one 
of the first students to attend and graduate from 
Wilson High School (dedicated in 1924). At the 
dedication, every student wrote a brief note to 
place in the cornerstone. 

In the year 1925, at the impressionable age of 
fourteen, Fred's life would change. He walked into 
the People's Food Store and was hired on the spot 
by its owner, Orrie Becker. 

The store was located on the corner of 2nd 
Ave. and 3rd Street S.E., the present Firstar 
Bank's drive-through location. Over the years 
Pfeifer learned the business from the bottom up. 
He was eventually rewarded for his hard work 
and promoted to a management position at anoth-
er of the Becker Stores known as Trade Home 
Food, located where Brenton Bank now stands, at 
the corner of 1st Avenue and 2nd Street N.E. 

Pfeifer's love for the grocery business could 
only be surpassed by his love for a young lady by 
the name of Catherine Wiley, also a Trade Home 
Food employee. By 1933 she accepted Fred 
Pfeifer's proposal of marriage, and for a wedding 
gift he purchased for her the store where they 
worked together and fell in love. 

Fred decided to change the name of the store 
to Wonder Food Market. The name was developed 
from Fred's personal thoughts at the time, "It's a 
wonder I got this far in life," and "I wonder if we'll 
make it?" Well as fate would have it, the goin' 
would not be easy. The young grocer found out 
there is a very competitive market in the busi-
ness. 

A young up-start by the name of Witwer 
launched his own store! Witwer reported that any 
price his competitors set, he would say "Me Too." 
This then became the inspiration for the name of 
Witwer's store and some very real competition for 
area grocers. 

Feeling the pressure from Witwer's challenge, 
Pfeifer established the first self-serve food market 
in Iowa. This novel marketing idea, Pfeifer's claim 
to fame today, was in reality an effort to lower 
overhead. As Fred clearly states, "Ours was the 
first store in Iowa to introduce the customer to a 
self-serve market." 

Even with cookie sales of one ton a month by 
1940, Me Too Food Stores had matched People's 
Food Store prices, hands down. The big competi-
tors couldn't even make it. As you can imagine, 
these price wars left little room for any real profit 
in a small "mom and pop" operation. Sadly, the 
Wonder Food Market had to close its doors. 

WORKING THE COUNTER AT THE PEOPLE'S FOOD STORE 
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THE WONDER STORE - 1934 

Fred Pfeifer learned a hard lesson in the gro-
cery business. To be on top, you have to possess a 
special appeal and must be one cut above the com-
petition. Fred knew he had the experience, knowl-
edge, and imagination to be a success, but he no 
longer had the capital necessary or customers to 
prove his ability. He decided to link his talents 
with the success of the Piggly Wiggly Stores, vow-
ing to make this chain of grocery stores bigger 
and better than any other. 

Pfeifer's first real breakthrough came in 1953 
when he developed a new marketing concept 
called "pre-packaged produce." By 1956 a national 
trade magazine known as the Progressive Grocer 
wrote an article on his new sale approach. As a 
result of spotlighting his success, over fifty offers 
poured in from all over the country, seeking 
Pfeifer's innovative ability. He became known as a 
leader in creative produce marketing. It was 
nationally known that Pfeifer had the ability to 
triple, even quadruple department sales. And it 
didn't stop there! 
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Tray banding boosts 
produce sales for 

Iowa operator 
Volume sales of fresh produce
spoilage loss is almost a thing of 
the past for a Waterloo, Iowa,
Piggly-Wiggly super market.

.. J used to lay awake nights fig-
uring ways to reduce spoilage loss
with m) fresh produce," Fred
Pfeifer, produce manager, says.
m. loss, like the national produce
loss figure was better than 6%."That's what I was fighting," he
says.

But that was nearly three years
ago. Today, Pfeifer claims his spoil-
age loss is practically non-existent
-less than 1%-and his sales of 
someproduce items have more than
tripled-even quadrupled-by
packaging items in trays with an
overwrap of tape.

As a result, produce sales today
account for 14% of store volume.

Pfeifermoves an average of ten
crates of plums 1n two days by tray
banding them eight to a tray.
"Otherwise, if I just placed them
out in the crate, I would barely sell
a single crate during that time,"
he says.

Nectarines, a fairly expensive
luxury item, also move easier in
trays. During the early part of 
July, Pfeifer was selling them 4 
for 45c. In the create at this 
price he had to throw  practically all
or them out. The housewife wasn't
interested. Br tray banding them
he found he could sell them all.

Pfeifer... ho started in the gro-
cery business 31 years ago, simply
by walking into a store in the mid-
dle of a day--he was hired on the 
spot-didn't have his tray banding
idea accepted immediately by the
housewife.

"It was abouta year before the 
housewife stopped complaining that
she couldn't make the selections
she wanted," Pfeifer says.

To overcome this discourage-
ment, Pfeifer carefully follo.. wed a
two-step plan. First, he purchased 
only quality produce and took
pains to keep poor quality fruits
and vegetables outof trays. Second,
he offered to replace, without ques-
tion,  any produce the customer
said had gone bad. With some 
items, such as bananas, he offered
a double refund if there was spoil-age. 

Once the housewife found that
 she was always assured of quality
when she bought produce in trays.
the complaints subsided and sales
began jumping. 

Pfeifer now tray bands twelve
items-bananas, peaches, plums,
apples, pears, tomatoes, apricots,
corn, tangerines, lemons, oranges
and grapefruit. He also bands a 
strip of colored paper tape around
lettuce heads and celery bunches,
and in some cases, sweet corn,
cauliflower and broccoli.

The produce manager employs
one man to tray band, and one man
to help him serve customers in the
display department. H is tray 
hander prepares a crate of peaches
in roughly five minutes. MORE



P feifer's ability to create attractive, eye 
appealing mass displays repeatedly took 1st place 
honors in national competition. He wouldn't settle 
for 2nd place, and had quite a reputation. His 
friends dubbed him, "Freddy the Czech Peach 
Merchant." 

Everyone sought to copy his ingenuity, in the 
hopes of setting new sales records as he had done. 
Pfeifer was quickly promoted to Territorial 
Produce Supervisor, managing eleven stores in 
the midwest. Even with all his success, he never 
lost his ability to understand his customer. "To 
sell to many (a mass market), you first must be 
able to sell to one!" He understood that good busi-
ness meant catering to the individual, and that 
each customer must feel special. This theory 
worked and became Fred's calling card. 
Thousands of satisfied customers throughout his 
many years in the business will attest to it. 

FRED AND CATHERINE - 1988 

Today, Fred resides in Waterloo with his wife 
Catherine. He still maintains many fond memo-
ries of how he was able to "outwit" the competi-
tion through original and creative marketing con-
cepts. Fred's very proud of his accomplishments in 
the grocery business, and equally as proud of his 
Czech heritage. Next time you're in the grocery 
store and heading through the produce section, 
take a look around. It's my bet you'll remember 
the Czech who set the standard for the displays 
you see today! Thanks Fred. #l always. 

THE GIFT OF LIFE 

Each year many children and young adults 
are diagnosed with leukemia and other blood dis-
eases. For many of these people, their only chance 
for survival is a bone marrow transplant. 

Imagine if someone in your family had a dead-
ly disease. After searching it was determined that 
no one in the family shared the same tissue type 
and a donor could not be found. The fate of your 
loved one lies in the hands of a stranger. 

The search continues. The National Marrow 
Donor Program embarks on a search to find that 
one special, unrelated person whose tissue type 
matches. There is a very good chance your loved 
one will die. The odds of finding the only person 
who may save them is anywhere from 1 in 100 to 
1 in 1,000,000. 

What does all this have to do with our Czech 
heritage. Just ask Board Member Duane Novotny. 
Duane is a bone marrow donor and learned that 
ethnic background has a lot to do with the odds of 
finding a successful donor/recipient match. Not 
only do the odds get better when the same ethnic 
background is shared, the odds are greatly 
increased when the donor and recipient are full-
blooded. Duane knows first-hand how it feels to 
give a helping hand. Somewhere out there a recip-
ient of Czechoslovak ancestry was found for 
Duane's bone marrow and now a young life, once 
threatened, has another chance. There are other 
Czechs and Slovaks out there that long for the gift 
of life. 

Have you ever considered becoming a bone 
marrow donor? To qualify you must be between 
the ages of eighteen and fifty-five and in good 
health. It's easy to find out more. Call toll free 1-
800-944-8220 and ask for more information on 
how you can save a life. Oh, and tell them Duane 
sent you! 
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letters 
to the editor 

May 11, 1992 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed is my check for annual dues. 

I was pleased with my copy of Leo Baca's Czech 
Immigration Passenger Lists, Volume IV. On page 24 I 
found my great-grandfather George Bures and family list-
ed as arriving at the Port of New York on 18 September 
1861. 

I would like to see "Our Czech Heritage" duly recog-
nized as an outstanding ethnic society publication. You are 
doing a great job. Congratulations to all responsible. 

Sincerely, 
John J. Knurr 

San Francisco, August 22, 1992 
Dear friends: 

I have obtained your address and a suggestion to 
write to you from Dr Jiri Setlik, Counselor for the Cultural 
Affairs, and Ms Rita Klimova, Ambassador of the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic in U.S., as well as from Josef 
Skvorecky living in Toronto. 

The reason of my letter is that I would like to ask you 
for a financial help, which would eventually enable to have 
a surgery for one severely affected 12- year old girl -
Veronika Linhartova from Mohelnice, Czechoslovakia. 

Let me explain the situation to you in detail. Veronika 
was born on November 11, 1979, as the first child of a 
young, healthy couple. (Her mother has been a teacher of 
children with language difficulties, the father has been an 
engineer.) She was nice, clever baby-girl and there was 
nothing different from other babies and toddlers. Maybe, 
only a mandible was a little smaller. However, at the age 
of 2 years , the parents noticed that a movement in 
mandibular joints was not complete and that an opening of 
mouth was slightly limited. 

Unfortunately, the affection was progressing with age 
and limited movements also slowed down and later almost 
stopped the mandibular growth, so that the chin remained 
unproportionately small. When I saw Veronika first time 
at the age of 3, she was able to open her mouth only to the 
distance of 8 mm (1/3"). She was able to eat only soft and 
blended food and her chin was very small. 

Veronika has suffered from a very rare and very seri-
ous condition involving severe retrognathia with ankylosis 
of both temporomandibular joints. At present, she is able 
to open her mouth only by 7 mm and cannot eat anything 
else than a mixed food. There exists even much more seri-
ous danger. Because of the limited opening of the mouth, 
even a simple tooth cavity could represent a serious life-
threatening affection, as usual dental treatment is not pos-
sible. ( There is also almost no possibility to brush the 
teeth and clean the mouth cavity.) 

I have known Veronika since she was 3 years old. 
Every time I saw her, she was a very bright, clever and 
intelligent girl, with very nice personality and always in a 
good temper. It was almost unbelievable, how she was 
always - even as a very little child - cooperating during 
examination and treatment. It is obvious that without 
strong support from her parents she would not be able to 
go through all the difficulties like that. 

It would be a very long story, if I would describe all 
what has happened since she came with her parents the 
first time to my clinic. The parents asked two questions at 
that time - first, what kind of future awaited Veronika, 
and second, what chance they had for having an unaffect-
ed child. The second problem has been solved. Following 
genetic examination and preventive vitamin supplementa-
tion, a healthy baby-boy was born. However, the first prob-
lem still has remained to be handled. 

During such a long time of contact, a border separat-
ing child-patient and his parents from a physician disap-
pear and only a common effort to help remains. Veronika 
belongs to these my patients, whose courage and good tem-
per in a challenge to all difficulties, which life has brought 
to them, leave me again and again with surprise. 

In spite of all effort and deep interest of surgeons as 
well as of all medical personell involved in the Veronika's 
treatment, no positive results have been achieved. She is 
now 12 years old, very nice and easy girl, intelligent and 
bright, with excellent school results. Her disease is not 
only very serious, but also very rare, so there are only sev-
eral places in the world, where the surgeons - on a back-
ground of experience from treatment of a large number of 
patients - have been achieving good results. 

Therefore, I discussed the Veronika's case with the 
chief of the maxillofacial team at the University of 
California in San Francisco. You can read his view in a let-
ter, which has been enclosed. For the same reason, why I 
have considered it as my duty to look for a help for handi-
capped children beyond my own profession, I was one of 
the founding members of the Society of Birth Defects in 
Czechoslovakia several years ago and from the beginning 
have been serving as its president. 

Unfortunately, the required financial costs are very 
high and we can make them lower only slightly, for exam-
ple by letting her and her mother to stay with us etc. 
There are not very many possibilities to get official finan-
cial support. So, my question is, if you could help. Any sin-
gle contribution makes sense and is important. There will 
be a help from Czechoslovakia as well, including free air-
fare for Veronika and discount air-fare for her mother. 
However, the entire amount of money, which is necessary 
to pay for the surgery, cannot be obtained from 
Czechoslovakia, especially not in a short time. The view of 
Professor Kahan is that the operation should be carried 
out as soon as possible, because of the progression of the 
disease and the risks mentioned above. 

I have enclosed some documents, as well as a xerox 
copy of Veronika's photographs. Please, do not hesitate to 
contact me any time for more details or additional infor-
mation. And, please, on behalfofVeronika, help. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
Sincerely yours 
Marie Tolarova, M.D.,Ph.D.,D.Sc. 

747 Medical Sciences Bldg., San Francisco, CA 94143 

Dear John: 
August 7, 1992 

I spoke with you earlier in the summer about a stu-
dent from Czechoslovakia name Michal Kruzliak. I am 
happy to report that all arrangements for him to come to 
Iowa are made and he will arrive in Waterloo on August 
20, 1992. He will live with a host family in the UNI Price 
Lab School district where he will be a senior. 

I am writing you to request that you use your contacts 
to assist us in securing funding for Michal's expenses. We 
estimate we will need $200 a month for the 10 months he 
is here. We are seeking this funding through educational 
organizations and the Czech community. We appreciate 
any assistance you may be able to provide. 

I have enclosed a letter from Michal which will tell 
you a little more about him. He is an extremely deserving 
young person who will be a fine student. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 
If you have any question or need further information you 
may contact me at the University at (319) 273-6185 or 
FAX (319) 273-6997. 

Sincerely, 
Jeannie Steele, Ph.D. 
The University of Northern Iowa 
618 Education Center, Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0606 



l 

letters 
to the editor 

RE: Project Booklift 

Greetings! 

July 15, 1992 

In response to the many letters and requests like that 
of Bobbie Random of the Language School in Brno report-
ed in your last edition, the Prague Spring Foundation, 
with the assistance of Continental Airlines, has shipped 
over 200,000 books to several schools, libraries and other 
public institutions in several cities and t.owns in Czecho-
Slovakia. Our executive director Teri New just returned 
from the distribution of over 50,000 books int.o Bratislava. 

Our program was supported by grant monies from the 
United States Information Agency. Unfortunately, we 
have just been informed that these grant monies will not 
be available to us for the forthcoming fiscal year. 

Transportation costs , because of the help of 
Continental Airlines are a mere $1 per book. If you organi-
zation or any of your readers would like to support our 
program, please mail books and matching donations to us 
to P.O. Box 21054, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, or contact us 
at (805) 962-4275 for the nearest Continental location to 
drop your books. 

Thank you for your kind efforts to continue this most 
deserving program. 

Respectfully, 
Tim Bujnak, President 
Prague Spring Foundation 

Dear Editor: 

25 August 1992 

I want to compliment you on the new format of the 
newsletter. It looks great. I am enclosing a cofy of one of 
our issues so that you can see how we do ours. would also 
like to know if it would be OK with you I we ran your arti-
cle "Where the Festivals Are" which was in your Spring 
1992 issue. 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation. We 
would be happy to reciprocate in any way that we can. 

Sincerely, 
Kathryn Betlach Dankowski 
California Czechoslovak Club 
727 Appleberry Drive 
San Rafael, CA 94903 

29July 1992 

I am trying to research the origin of the Galusha fam-
ily name. I have received several stories on the origin, but 
haven't been able to get any firm lead, and was hoping you 
could help me out. 

Some family legends dictate that the original Galusha 
was French Huguenot who fled France to the Netherlands, 
then to the Isle of Jersey. Other family legends say that 
the original Galusha left France, and fled to Wales, which 
is where he departed from, to America. 

Another family legend says that the original Galusha 
came from Czechoslovakia under a kings charter to fight 
as a mercenary. 

Accepted spelling for the name was "Galusha" until 
the Revolutionary War. At this time numerous variations 
came about, depending upon the interpretation in spelling 
by the recruiter. Again, after the war, the accepted 
spelling became "Galusha" with one family line adopting 
the spelling "Galeucia". There is no known reason why the 
original family did this. 

Since being assigned to Germany, and coming into 
contact with numerous European citizens, I have been told 
that the Galusha name appears to be Eastern European. I 
have been further told that the Galusha name appears to 
be a Slavic name. As additional support, one of my distant 
family members was in Czechoslovakia, and while there, 
he said he came int.o contact with a Czechoslovakian pro-
fessor who related that the name was Czechoslovakian. He 
further related that Galusha and Galuska were at one 
time one family. During the years of religious persecution 
and strife in Europe, the family broke into two factions, 
with the Catholics taking the Galuska name and the 
Protestants taking the Galusha name. 

I have been provided with additional rational to this 
theory when I found out that there is a Hungarian egg 
noodle called Galuska, and was also told that there is a 
Polish word galusha, meaning loud and obnoxious. If the 
Slavic theory is correct, this would explain the similarity 
in names, and locations of similar words, by looking at the 
Slavic belts. 

I am writing to you with the hope that your organiza-
tion may possess some information about the feasibility or 
truth to the theories of the Slavic or Eastern European ori-
gin of the Galusha name. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Capt Roy A. Galusha 
HQ 17 AF/XPW 
PSC 10 Box 656 
APO, AE 09130-0656 

Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends of Sokol! 

July, 1992 

You are cordially invited to participate with us in our 
XVIII AMERICAN SOKOL SLET and competitions which 
will be held June 23 thru 27, 1993, at the Naperville 
Central High School, Naperville, Illinois and Morton West 
High School, Berwyn, Illinois. 

A festive banquet, competitions in apparatus, modern 
rhythmic gymnastics and volleyball, as well as folk dances, 
along with our mass calisthenics for all classes will be fea-
tured during these exciting days. Other activities are 
being planned and will be brought to your attention as 
soon as plans are completed. 

Please extend this invitation to all your members! 
Rooms will be available in many surrounding 

hotels/motels, but the Oak Brook Marriott Hotel will be 
the official Slet headquarters. Further information will be 
available thru the American Sokol office , Housing 
Chairman. 

We are looking forward to your participation in our 
Slet. With our heartiest Sokol greeting. 

NAZDAR! 
AMERICAN SOKOL ORGANIZATION 
Charles R. Borvansky, President 
Jackie M. Kourim, I.Vice-President 
1993 Slet Co-Chairmen 

Editor's note: Each month we receive dozens of 
letters requesting financial assistance of all vari-
eties. Even though the Czech Heritage Foundation 
is not in a position to help directly, if we know of 
an individual or organization which may be able 
to help, we pass the word along. We wish we could 
help everyone directly, but it just isn't possible. 
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YOU'VE DECIDED 
Thank you for responding to our survey from 

the Spring issue of Nase Ceske Dedictvi. We 
received many responses (60) but if you haven't 
sent yours back yet, we would still like your 
input. Many of you wrote comments and sugges-
tions in addition to the survey (Super!) which we 
have taken into consideration. Here's basically 
what you said: 
1. I like the new format, bound and stapled in 

booklet form. 
Yes No Undecided 

100% 
2. The print is easy to read and the size of type 

adequate. 
Yes No Undecided 

100% 
3. I prefer two columns per page. 

Yes No Undecided 
93% 7% 

4. Should Nase Ceske Dedictvi accept and publish 
one-to-two pages of paid advertising in an 
effort to offset expenses? 

Yes No 
74% 17% 

Undecided 
9% 

5. Would you like to see more articles about 
current events and political issues in 
Czechoslovakia? 

Yes No 
67% 17% 

Undecided 
16% 

6. I like to see more photographs. 
Yes No Undecided 
64% 18% 18% 

7. I would like more articles and poems written 
in Czech. 

Yes 
42% 

No 
37% 

Undecided 
21% 

8. I find the "To The Editor" page interesting. 
Yes No Undecided 
90% 5% 5% 

9. Should we publish more articles about 
individuals and biographical items? 

Yes No Undecided 
69% 11% 20% 

10. I would like to see the minutes from the 
Czech Heritage meetings published. 

Yes No Undecided 
29% 41% 30% 

Many people also stated that they would like a 
few new words in Czech to either learn or just to 
keep up with the language. One individual said 
they liked stories about people's vacations to 
Czechoslovakia. Several suggested that we pub-
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Nov. 7th "The Bartered Bride" 

Trip to Chicago, Page 3 
Nov. 14th Czechoslovak Genealogical Society 

Int'l Fall Workshop 
Bloomington, Minnesota 

Dec. 5th Sv. Mikulas Day in the 
Czech Village, Cedar Rapids 

WEDDING BELLS 
For some years now Katrina Thomas has been 

photographing and writing a book about ethnic 
wedding customs and traditions. She is nearing 
completion of the book and finds that she lacks 
information concerning Czech weddings. She 
would be very interested in finding a Czech couple 
with wedding bells in their future who will 
include ethnic traditions and/or rites in their cere-
mony. Katrina will photograph the event and 
share material with the couple. For more informa-
tion write Katrina at: 

. 

CONVERSATIONAL CZECH 
Language classes will resume next month. We 

have all taken the summer off and now it's time to 
get back at it! First night of class will be October 
7th, and will be held at Kuba Hall, 1300 2nd St. 
S.E., Cedar Rapids. Hours for the ten week 
advanced course will be 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. A nomi-
nal fee will cover the cost of materials and tuition 
for the course. For more information and registra-
tion please contact Olga Drahozal,  



Most 
in the of Iowa. -- --

ve Iowa. CEDAR-RAPIDSKE LISTY 
===================================================" 
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11 



Thanks to all of you we have identified all of the individuals on the 1933 Czech Summer School class 
photo we have ran in the last two issues of Nase Ceske Dedictvi. In the near future, that photo alongside 
several others will be exhibited at the Museum & Library. But wait, we still need your help. Margaret 
Koza Davis has loaned us this photo taken at the C.S.P.S. Hall. Her aunt, Marie Koza Tristan (second 
row, fourth from left), played the part of the leading lady opposite Frank Chramosta (first row, thirteenth 
from left). Can you help us? What play is the cast from, and what year was it performed? Also, we only 
have half of the cast identified. Get out your magnifying glasses and notebook paper and give us a hand. 
Most important of all, have some fun with it. Write to Editor, Nase Ceske Dedictvi, Czech Heritage 
Foundation, P.O. Box 761, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406. 
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DOLLHOUSE DRAWING 
Congratulations to Lisa Goodell Fraley of 

Urbana, Iowa, who is the proud owner of a grand 
new home! The Title and Abstract were delivered 
to the new homeowner on September 18th. The 
Deed was passed from former owner and builder, 
Greg Arbuckle, who was tickled to learn that over 
$800 was raised for our Foundation's Homestay 
Program and Scholarship Fund. 

Greg, owner of Arbuckle's Tattoo & Piercing 
Emporium in Czech Village, deserves a great 
round of applause for his effort. He not only cus-
tom built and donated the Miniature Doll House 
for our fundraiser, he also assisted in printing fly-
ers and advertisements. 

The Foundation would also like to thank 
Sykora Bakery and Diamond Vogel Paint Center 
located in Czech Village for their support. There 
are many others we're probably forgetting to 
thank, but most importantly we wish to thank all 
of you who purchased chances on the Doll House. 
You all donated to a very worthy cause and wish 
you all the best ofluck next time! 

RIGHT BEFORE OUR EYES 
The following excerpt is from a letter sent 

months ago to Heidi Krejci from a friend, Susana 
in Prague. 
Dear Heidi, 

"I am worrying because of elections which I 
suppose you have heard about. The situation is 
quite difficult now. A little strange atmosphere of 
not having a government; not knowing the future 
of our common state; an atmosphere of uncertain-
ty and fear. We have hope that the decisions 
which will be made are of the best at present. 
Destroying of common state would cost lots and 
lots of money; a lot of 'good reputation' and we 
will lose time, effort and keys. 

I think the difference between Czech lands 
and Slovakia are big in meaning of different social 
situation; (higher unemployment, old factories for 
weapons and so on). Also, probably the people in 
Slovakia think in a different way than in Czechy. 
Something like they live more in 'east' - they 
rely more on 'nation.' They really believe that 
'Slovakia' as an independent state will change the 
situation. All is very difficult. I think also terrible 
is the high success of communism!! That is awful. 
In general people probably wanted stronger gov-
ernment. Some wanted to slow all the process of 
reforms. So we will soon see. Anyway the situa-
tion doesn't seem to be good. It seems to me that 
we are going to split unfortunately. 
Susana 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA SPLITS 
The leaders of the Czech and Slovak republics 

agreed on August 26th to dissolve the 
Czechoslovak federation on Jan 1st. 

Czech Premier Vaclav Klaus and Slovak coun-
terpart Vladimir Meciar announced the peaceful 
division amid some controversy. The divorce of the 
two republics has confused the majority and pre-
sents a rocky road ahead. What's to become of the 
children? 

President Vaclav Havel has resigned his post 
and the future of Czechoslovakia is certainly most 
uncertain. 

In our next issue we'll examine the situation 
and will surely have much to report. 
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Czech Fine Arts Foundation, Inc. under the 
advisement of their building project's Planning 
Task Force recently changed the formal name of 
the Czech & Slovak Museum & Library. The new 
name better reflects the scope and significance of 
this truly world-class facility - National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library. 

The Building and Planning Committee with 
the guidance of the Planning Task Force has 
moved forward to a point where tentative dates 
are being set for groundbreaking and beyond. 
Construction is scheduled to begin this time next 
year. The entire piece of property where the cur-
rent Museum & Library rests will be utilized for 
the new facility's home. The 14,000 sq. ft. facility 
will face A Street S.W., between the 12th and 16th 
Avenue Bridges. It will be constructed above the 
one hundred year floodplane on the bank of the 
Cedar River. 

Details of the exterior and interior design are 
being finalized as you read this and our next issue 
will focus on the details of the project, including 
specifics relating to everything from costs to the 
overall operational plans. 

One thing has been very clear from the start. 
This is more than just a local Czechoslovak com-
munity project. Thousands will benefit from our 
new facility, from local businesses who will benefit 
from the increased tourist traffic to the Czechs 
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and Slovaks from all across the United States and 
beyond who will have a home for their heritage 
that will perpetuate the culture and traditions of 
their forefathers. Everyone will be asked to assist 
in the effort to build this fine monument to our 
Czech Heritage. The response so far from families 
we have contacted has been overwhelming. 
Business leaders and foundations have given us 
their full support. The cash and pledges we have 
received to date is proof positive that we have a 
winning project and there's no stopping us now! 

ROMPOT/ROMPOTL 
Siroky Dul was the site of a family reunion in 

1987 which brought hundreds of people from the 
United States to the small village of approximate-
ly three hundred and fifty. All of the Rompots and 
Rompotls in Cedar Rapids came from this small 
village. Many of the people in Cedar Rapids and 
the surrounding area are descendants of Czech 
immigrants who came from Policka, Siroky Dul, 
Borova, Svitavy, and Litomysl. Interested in the 
Rompot/Rompotl lineage? Contact Leona Sprincl 

. 

NA SHLEDANOU 
Our best wishes go out to Lynette Stejskal as 

she has moved to Toronto, Canada and will join 
the roster of our members outside of the United 
States. Lynette resigned from the Board of 
Directors of our foundation effective September 
1st, as the distance makes any hands-on work 
with the organization impossible. Lynette will be 
missed, but we know wherever she resides she'll 
do a fine job of representing our organization and 
will spread the word to further promote our Czech 
and Slovak culture and traditions. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
Yearly membership runs from January 1st to 

December 31st. Dues may be paid at any time 
throughout the year. There are still several mem-
bers who have not paid their 1992 dues. Please 
check your mailing label affixed to this issue. 
Above your name is the year in which your mem-
bership dues are paid. So if you have a number 92 
above your name, your 1992 dues are paid. 1993 
is just around the corner. Please be as prompt as 
possible as your Foundation depends on the sup-
port of its members to further advance the promo-
tion of our Czech heritage. 

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE ... 
Crowning of our Czech Prince and Princess 

Feature article -National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library 

Poetry of Lillian Plotz Cach 

Reports from the Ambassadors 

No Fall Festival? 

Political unrest in our homeland. 

Please renew today! 
Thank you. 

A Bargain at $3.00 per year 

Membership Application 

Why not consider a gift membership for someone special? Your dues and generous 
donations help to fund several worthwhile endeavors such as Czech Prince and 
Princess sponsorship, financial support for the National Czech & Slovak Museum & 
Library, adult Czech language classes, the Homestay Program, along with publishing 
the quarterly Nase Ceske Dedictvi, and other numerous publications. The list of Czech 
Heritage projects goes on and on. 

Please check the proper item: Renewal__ New__ Member__ Gift __ 

Name(s) Ms., Mr., Mrs. -------------------------

Address ~------------------------------

Make check payable and mail to : 
Czech Heritage Foundation., P.O. Box 761, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406 

Membership dues $ ____ Donation $ _____ Gift Membership $ ____ _ 

We appreciate your continued support. With your help we can carry on with projects, 
activities, and goals to preserve our heritage and culture. THANK YOU! Na 
shledanou! 

15 



CZECH HERITAGE FOUNDATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 761 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52406 

F RONT ENTRANCE;: .. .. ELEVATION 

PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT OF OUR FUTURE HOME 
THE NEW NATIONAL CZECH & SLOVAK MUSEUM & LIBRARY 

Non-Profit Organiz. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 127 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 




