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Dux, Dolls, and Automobiles: 
30 Years of Collecting 
Our 30th-anniversary year wouldn ' t be 
complete without showing off some of 
the wonderful artifacts in our permanent 
collection. Carefully chosen from more than 
6,000 items, Dux, Dolls, and Automobiles: 
30 Years of Collecting will feature 150 
to 200 artifacts donated to the NCSML, 
including a 1963 Tatra T603 automobile, 
an elaborate Slovak wedding kroj, and a 
19th-century hand-carved furniture set. 
The exhibit will open on November 12 in 
conjunction with the NCSML annual fall 
dinner and be on view through January 25. 

The NCSML's artifact collection has 
had some wonderful additions since the 
last exhibition of the national collection. 

In addition to showing our new arrivals, 
the exhibit will highlight several growing 
areas of the collection such as embroidery, 
glass, and artwork. Other examples of 
artifacts include Royal Dux figurines, a 
fireman's box from the Bohemian 
American Hose Company, a band-carved 
cane, an original painting by Dasa 
Bausova, and an Amphora Vase donated 
as a memorial . 

This figurine, donated to the museum by Henrietta Skala 
Bartizal in 1999, is an excellent example of the Royal Dux 
figurines that will be among the new or unusual artifacts 
chosen from the museum's permanent collection for a 
special 30th-anniversary exhibit. 

2005 History and Culture Conference Addresses 
Czechoslovakia Behind the Iron Curtain, 1948-1970 

The NCSML will host the next Czech and 
Slovak History and Culture Conference 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown 
Cedar Rapids on March 11-12, 2005. The 
conference, titled The 20th Century in 
Retrospect: Czechoslovakia Behind the 
Iron Curtain, 1948-1970, addresses the 
first phase of the communist era. 

Dr. Jaroslava Moserova will deliver 
a keynote address. Moserova initially 

Dr. Jaroslava Moserova, a physician who opposed the 
communist regime and rose to prominence as a Czech 
senator and diplomat, will present a keynote address at 
next year's History and Culture Conference. 

appeared in the public spotlight as the 
burn specialist who was the first to treat 
Jan Palach, the Czech student protester 
who set himself on fire in Prague 's 
Wenceslaus Square in 1969. An outspoken 
critic of the communist regime, Dr. 
Moserova bas become well known as a 
playwright, ambassador, senator in the 
Czech Parliament, and former presidential 
candidate. 

For more information about the 
conference, call (319) 362-8500 or contact 
Jan via e-mail at Jan@NCSML.org . 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

In my column last 
spring, I briefly 
reported on the 
achievements of 
2003. Since then 
some members 
have asked if we 
will print an annual 
report of giving 
and memorials. 
Thanks to the 

hard work of Carmen Langel, development 
director, and Josie Velles, development 
assistant, we are able to provide a list of 
donors, members and memorials. It is cost 
prohibitive to mail it to all members, but if 
you would Like a copy (6 pages front and 
back!) you may stop by the museum office 
or you can send a stamped (60 cents) self-
addressed envelope and we'd be happy to 
send you one. I want to thank each and 
every person listed for your outstanding 
support of the museum. You are our partners 
in accomplishing our mission, and we truly 
wouldn ' t exist without you. 

It is hard to believe that the Year of 
Music celebration is almost over! As we 
race into the last months of our 30th 
anniversary year, I hope that you have been 
able to take part in some of the outstanding 
musical events . Attendees were wowed by 
the energy and excitement of the dancers 
at the dance festival in July, and I spotted 
more than a few tears as the angelic voices 
of the Ostrava City Choir sang Going Home 
at their April concert. These are only two 
in a stellar line-up of performances that 
have graced the halls of the NCSML. Still 
to come in October is a chamber music 
concert premiering a new work based 
on Dvorak's American String Quartet, 
composed while be was in Iowa in 1893. 
I've heard it and it's delightful! If you 
haven ' t seen the Muzika! exhibit, there's 
still time (it closes October 17). It is well 
worth the trip. 

Industry experts tell us that travel, 
especially to cultural attractions like ours, 
is still recovering from the economic 
downturn of recent years. Many of us 
have seen our attendance numbers stay 
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flat or decline after booms in the '90s. 
Perhaps this is to be expected. We also 
know that there is a plethora of choices 
for people to learn about and enjoy history 
today. We compete with an astounding 
variety of electronic media and an ever-
expanding number of cultural and leisure 
attractions. Never before have there been 
so many ways to fill our free time. 

I mention this because events like the 
dance festival and exhibits like Muzika!, 
while fulfilling our mission, are also 
created to attract visitors. Our goals are to 
provide thought-provoking and enjoyable 
experiences for our members as well as 
to reach new audiences. We hope that our 
members will be proud of what we have 
accomplished and that new visitors will 
become part of our merry band (I bad to 
get in one music pun!) . Please don ' t take 
your museum and library for granted. We 
thank you for your support but we also 
need you to take part. For those of you 
who aren't in our backyard, and for those 
who are, plan now to return. Bring your 
family and friends. You will be pleased 
with what you find . 

And to whet your appetite for next 
year . ... During the summer I was fortunate 
to travel to Prague to begin arrangements 
for the loan of a spectacular exhibit for 
2005 - Bohemian Garnets. This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime exhibition presenting 
more than 350 pieces, both jewelry and 
decorated objects, from one of the world's 
most important collections. You can even 
take part! Please note the back-page article 
that requests loans of heirloom garnets 
from our members for a special display 
in the exhibit. We feel the garnets owned 
and passed down (or intended to be passed 
down) through generations as precious 
family heirlooms are just as important as 
those worn by royalty, and we may just 
show those old-world monarchs a thing 
or two! 

Best wishes to all of you from all of 
the staff here at the museum. 

Gail Naughton, President/CEO 
gnaughton@NCSML.org 



YEAR OF MUSIC EVENTS 

New Composition to Be Performed in 
Honor of Dvorak 
Did you know that Antonin Dvorak jotted 
musical ideas on his starched cuffs and 
shirt fronts as he walked around Spillville, 
Iowa during the summer of 1893? This fall, 
the National Czech & Slovak Museum & 
Library and Red Cedar Chamber Music 
will commemorate this unusual habit, and 
the centennial of Dvorak's death, with 
an unprecedented two-concert event 
Saturday, October 2, at 8:00 p.m. and 
Sunday, October 3, at 7:00 p.m. in Hruska 
Grand Hall. 

From Starched Shirt Cuffs ... A Dvorak 
Celebration features special guest artists 
flutist Vladimir Petr, English hornist 
David Prosek, and guitarist David Holy 
of the Prague-based ensemble Quartetto 
Telemann with Red Cedar Trio members 
flutist Jan Boland, violist David Miller, 
and guitarist John Dowdall. They will 
premier a new work, Spillville Variations 
on a Theme of Dvorak, by 14 Iowa 
composers and one Czech composer who 
each wrote a variation inspired by a one-
minute theme from Dvorak's American 

String Quartet, composed while he lived 
in Spillville, Iowa. 

Each of the two distinct evening concerts 
features half of the Spillville Variations 
and a variety of other Czech and Czech-
inspired music. The ensembles will play 
selections from their own repertoire and 
join forces to perform Dvorak's delightful 
Humoreske. As part of the performance, 
the musicians will talk about the music 
and explore ways in which the musical 
language they share connects the citizens 
of the Czech Republic and the United 
States. 

The NCSML concert is sponsored 
by Rockwell Collins. Tickets to attend 
both nights are $20, or $14 for students. 
Tickets for a single concert are $12, or $8 
for students. For more information, call 
(319) 362-8500. 

On ,Tuesday, October 12, the ensembles 
will perform the Czech Republic premier 
of Spillville Variations at the National 
Museum in Prague. The NCSML fall tour 
participants will be on hand, along with 

the United States 
Ambassador 

1 to the Czech 
Republic William 
Cabaniss, his wife 
Catherine, and 
other dignitaries. 
The concert will 
be held at 6 p.m. 
and will benefit 
the restoration of 
museum artifacts 
damaged in the 
2002 flood. 

The NCSML is pleased to welcome special guests from Prague, the Quartetto Telemann, 
for the premier of a new work in honor of Dvorak's centennial, Spillville Variations on a 
Theme of Dvofak. 
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United Moravian Societies Dancers were among the popular 
performers at the NCSML's annual National Bohemian, 
Moravian and Slovak Dance Festival on July 18. 

Mark Your Calendar 
for the Fall Dinner 
The 10th annual Fall Dinner will be 
held Friday, November 12, 2004, at 
the Cedar Rapids Marriott (formerly 
the Collins Plaza Hotel). A 6 p.m. 
reception at the National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library will be 
followed by dinner at 7 p.m. The 
reception will feature the opening of 
the anniversary exhibit Dux, Dolls, 
and Automobiles: 30 Years of 
Collecting in the Robert J. Petrik 
Gallery. The dinner will honor 
previous board members and Year of 
Music sponsors, as well as celebrate 
the achievements of the past 30 years. 



Illustrations and 
Other Humorous 
Pictures on Exhibit 
Artist Jozef "Danglar" Gertli of the 
Slovak Republic is the creator of a 
dynamic print collection currently on 
exhibit in the museum's North Hall. 
Known for his edgy artwork, Danglar 
combines modem pop art with the 
playfulness of cartoons, using cartoons 
as a catalyst to express his opinions 
about the world in an easily understood 
medium. Visitors will see Batman 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger as never 
before. The exhibit runs through 
January 9, 2005 . 

MUSEUM HAPPENINGS 

Something Bubbly is Brewing at the 
National Czech & Slovak Museum & .Library 
As of press time for Most, final preparations 
were underway for BrewNost!, our inter-
national beer tasting event on September 24. 
More than 300 people are expected to 
taste beers from seven countries, wine from 
Moravia, and foods specially prepared to 
accompany the beverages, while enjoying 
jazz music and participating in an auction 
and raffle. The setting for our fabulous fall 
evening is the beautiful museum garden, 
the Naxera Terrace overlooking the scenic 
Cedar River, and Hruska Grand Hall. 

BrewNost! is a new collaboration 
between the NCSML, John's Grocery in 
Iowa City, Vinne Sklepy (Wine Cellar) 
in Czech Village, a large committee of 
dedicated volunteers, and a long list of 
supportive businesses and individuals 
who have made generous contributions to 
the success of this event. Our goal is to 

raise funds for operations and draw a 
new audience to the NCSML while having 
a fantastic time tasti ng a variety of 
international brews. 

The NCSML is grateful to Wells Fargo 
Bank for serving as the presenting sponsor 
for BrewNost! in its inaugural year and to 
the many other sponsors, contributors, and 
volunteers responsible for BrewNost! 's 
successful debut. 

Roma Rising on View 
The NCSML is proud to welcome photog-
rapher Chad Evans Wyatt for the U.S. 
premier of his latest project: Roma Rising. 
Museum visitors may remember Wyatt 
for his work in 101 Artists In The Post-
Revolution Czech Republic, exhibited at 
the NCSML in spring of 2001. Roma 
Rising opened in the Laska Gallery on 

August 28 and will be on view until 
January 2, 2005. 

Roma Rising challenges the stereotypes 
that have followed the Roma minority 
group for centuries across Europe. Wyatt 
shows Roma individuals as professionals 
and citizens who have risen above the 
oppression they have suffered at the hands 

of both governments and societies. His 
photos depict the struggle between the 
desire to honor and preserve a centuries-
old culture and the wish for a better way 
of life. 

Another exhibit of Roma Rising is 
touring the Czech Republic and a book is 
in the planning stages for release in 2005. 

Photos by Chad Evans Wyatt capture the confluence of traditional values with modern aspirations in the lives of Europe's Roma minority people. 
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COLLECTIONS AND PROGRAM NEWS 

Kroj from Serbia-Montenegro Evinces Slovak Culture 
At the NCSML, a major focus is Czechs 
and Slovaks who immigrated to the United 
States. While thousands of individuals 
made the trans-Atlantic journey, many 
others immigrated to other parts of the 
world. One such place was the Vojvodina 
region in northern Serbia and Montenegro. 
Slovaks looking for work immigrated to 
this region primarily from the mid- l 700s 
to the late 1800s. Today, visitors to villages 
in this area report that the experience is 
similar to visiting Slovakia. The recipes, 
customs, and language of the Slovak 
people have survived, as evidenced in 
this wedding kroj. 

This kroj is a replica of a doll 's kroj 
brought in 1741 to the village of Baca 
Petrovec, home of the bride's family. The 
headdress is from the groom's home, the 

neighboring village of Selenca. It was 
common to incorporate both villages' 
kroje as a symbol of unity. 

The unique headdress bas two ribbons 
on the back that extend to the waist, 
symbolizing "horse's reins" and the 
woman's position within the marriage. It 
takes more than an hour to dress in this 
kroj, due to the many layers. This wedding 
kroj was purchased from the owner by 
John and Catherine Postemski and later 
donated to the NCSML. The Postemskis 
learned of this region while attending 
dance lessons in Slovakia and made a trip 
to visit the friends they had made. This 
spectacular kroj will be featured in the 
NCSML's upcoming exhibit, Dux, Dolls, 
and Automobiles: 30 Years of Collecting. 

This ornate wedding kroj will be on display as part of the 
NCSML's upcoming exhibit of artifacts from the permanent 
collection. 

Library Approves Vision and Mission Statements 
Over the course of the past year, the Library 
Vision Committee embarked on a planning 
process that has culminated in vision and 
mission statements for the library, which 
were approved by the NCSML board of 
directors at its July meeting. These state-
ments will guide the NCSML as it plans 
for the future construction of an expanded 
library and an endowment to support it. 
Those serving on the Library Vision 
Committee were NCSML board members 
John Hayek and Wendy Buresh; external 
members Rich Doyle (Director of the 
Stewart Memorial Library at Coe College), 
Natasa Durovicova (Editor, International 
Writing Program, University of Iowa), 
Fem Fackler (NCSML Museum Guild), 
and Jitka Sonkova (Czech language 
instructor, University of Iowa); and 
NCSML staff members Gail Naughton, 
Dave Muhlena, and Carmen Langel. 

Vision Statement: 

To be the premier American research 
library and archives providing information 
resources about Czech and Slovak history 
and culture. 

Mission Statement: 

The Library of the National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library (NCSML) is a 
research library and archives serving the 
information needs of the NCSML, the 
international scholarly community, and the 
general public. By collecting, preserving, 
and making available published and 
unpublished resources by and about the 
Czech and Slovak peoples, the Library 
strives to advance the understanding of 
their history and culture and the impact 
they have had on the economic, political , 
and cultural development of America and 
the world. 
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To achieve its mission, the NCSML 
Library will endeavor to: 
• Expand its library and archival 

collections with both contemporary 
and historical resources, 

• Provide appropriate facilities to meet 
the needs of its users and programming, 

• Offer professional assistance to 
researchers and general library users, 

• Conform to professional standards of 
collection storage and management, 

• Use information technology to extend 
access to the collections, 

• Exhibit and publish from the collections, 
• Grant research fellowships, 
• Sponsor intellectual gatherings, 
• Participate in the Czech and Slovak 

scholarly community, 
• Cooperate with Czech, Slovak, and 

American institutions with similar 
missions, and 

• Ensure the financial viability of the 
Library and its programs. 



NCSML Welcomes 
New Employees 
The National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library announces the 
hiring of Edith (Edie) Blanchard to 
the position of curator and Bill 
Shiffer as facilities director. 

Edie was previously the collections 
manager 
at The 
University 
of Northern 
Iowa 
Museum. 
She received 
her M.A. 
in museum 
science from 
Texas Tech 

Curator Edie Blanchard University 
and a B.S. in history from Iowa State 
University. She assumed her new 
position on April 1, 2004. 

Bill comes to us from The History 

Facilities director Bill Shiffer 

Center of the 
Linn County 
Historical 
Society. He 
has had his 
own building 
maintenance 
business for 
many years. 

Legacy Society 
seeks members 
Do you know something we don't know? 
Do you have plans for us? 

The NCSML has a place in the hearts 
of our members, friends, and supporters, 
which has led many to place a gift 
for the NCSML in their estate plans. 
Unfortunately, we often do not know 

ADVANCING THE MUSEUM MISSION 

Grants to Support Numerous NCSML Projects 
We are proud to announce that the NCSML 
received notification about several 
significant grant awards this past summer: 
• American Express Global Volunteer 

Action Fund (through board member 
Ron Detweiler), State Historical 
Society of Iowa (Historic Resources 
Development Program), and Altorfer, 
Inc. Fund of The Greater Cedar Rapids 
Community Foundation provided grants 
to reconstruct the immigrant home 
porch and add a handicap-accessible 
entry ramp; 

• The State Historical Society of Iowa 
(Historic Resources Development 
Program) grant for a major educational 
initiative to develop elementary school 

curriculum for the NCSML Homelands 
exhibition; 

• The University of Iowa's "Year of Arts 
and Humanities" program for the 
March 2005 History and Culture 
Conference; 

• The Conservation Center for Art and 
Historic Resources to fund an overview 
survey of NCSML collection storage 
and care; 

• The Merveaux Fund of The Greater 
Cedar Rapids Community Foundation 
for a library preservation project. 

We are grateful to these funding sources 
and to all of our generous donors who make 
it possible for the NCSML to continue 
offering quality programs and exhibitions. 

In Appreciation of our Special 
Business Supporters 
The NCSML and Farmers State Bank are pleased to announce the NCSML's fust 
annual Business Appreciation Family Day on Saturday, November 20, 2004, for 
all our generous business donors. That day, local businesses who have supported 
the NCSML through corporate membership or event sponsorship over the past year 
will receive free admission to the museum galleries for their staff and immediate 
families. There will also be special activities for children, refreshments, and museum 
store specials. Businesses will receive their special invitation in October with 
information about how they and their employees can participate in this special day. 
You may also call Carmen or Josie at (319) 362-8500 for information. 

A special thank you to Farmers State Bank for making this day possible! 

of these gifts until after the donor has 
passed away. 

If you, like others, have made a provision 
for the NCSML in your Last Will and 
Testament, if you have named the NCSML 
as a beneficiary for a life insurance policy 
or for a testamentary IRA distribution, or if 
you have named the NCSML as a recipient 
of a Trust, we thank you very much. 

We invite you to be a Charter Member 
of the Legacy Society. You would be 
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doing a great service for future planning 
if you would be willing to tell us now of 
your intentions or if you are willing to 
include the NCSML in your estate plans. 

A brochure about the new NCSML 
Legacy Society will be mailed shortly. 
Please read it and consider making a 
significant contribution to sustaining the 
future of the National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library beyond your lifetime. 



MUSEUM STORE HIGHLIGHTS 

Special Events and New Products in the Museum Store 
The Museum Store is a very important 
source of revenue for operations at the 
museum, so be sure to think of us as you 
do your Christmas shopping. Can 't decide 
what to give as a gift? A Museum Store 
gift certificate is sure to please. Shirley 
and Pat are happy to work with members 
over the phone to fill orders and will ship 
anywhere - even fragile ornaments arrive 
in one piece! Take advantage of member 
discounts on most items to multiply your 
savings. 

Cooking in Babi's Kitchen 
Remember the smell of baking from your 
Babi 's kitchen? On Saturday, October 16, 
those same tantalizing aromas will be 
wafting through the NCSML as you learn 
how to make dumplings, kolace, and honey 
cookies in free cooking demonstrations 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in WFLA Heritage 
Hall. Unique and vital kitchen bake ware 
and utensils will be featured in the store 
along with cookbooks, aprons, and splash 
cloths. Drawings for prizes will be held 
all day long and you must be present to 
win! We have everything so you can 
bake authentic pastries this year for the 
holidays. 

Christmas Open House 
More than 180 new hand-blown glass 
ornaments and other great gift ideas will 
be featured during the Christmas Open 
House Friday, November 19, through 
Sunday, November 21. Purchase three 
new ornaments from the display wall and 

pick one free ornament off the Christmas 
tree. Enjoy hot apple cider and cookies 
while you shop. 

Personalizing Christmas Ornaments 
Master Folk Artist Marj Nejdl will 
personalize your Christmas ornaments 
November 26 and 27 and December 4 and 
11 from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Great gift idea 
for children, grandchildren, co-workers, 
neighbors, friends , and Secret Pal gift 
exchanges. You can have the name of the 
special person with the date put on the 
ornament for $1.00. If you would like an 
additional message on the ornament, it is 
$2.00 per ornament. Order ahead by phone 
to have your ornaments personalized and 
then shipped to you. 

New Hand-Blown Glass Christmas 
Tree Ornaments from the Czech and 
Slovak Republics 
Wow!!. We have just unpacked 3,918 
ornaments in 180 new styles plus 20 new 
tree toppers to decorate your beautiful 
Christmas tree and give as gifts. Already 
have pickle and spider web ornaments? 
How about a cute hedgehog, a dainty bell, 
or an exotic plumed bird? Prices start at $5. 

Visit the Museum Store Web site for 
other store merchandise. We accept Visa, 
Mastercard, and Discover. If you have 
any questions, please call Shirley at 
319-362-8500 or e-mail 
giftstore@NCSML.org. 

Your Own Svaty Mikulas 
Nationally known Slovak artist 
Pipka was commissioned by the 
National Czech & Slovak Museum 
& Library to design a Svaty Mikulas 
(St. Nicholas) figurine accompanied 
by the Angel and the Devil. The 
figurine is 6 inches tall and costs 
$45.00. Museum membership discount 
does not apply to this purchase. Be 
sure to order your Svaty Mikulas in 
time to have it on display December 6, 
St. Nicholas Day. This makes a great 
gift for children and grandchildren 
as they learn the story of Svaty 
Mikulas. 

Annual Sv. Mikulas Day Celebration December 4 
Svaty Mikulas, the Angel and the Devil 
will stroll through Czech Village on their 
way to greet children in Hruska Grand 
Hall at 9:45 a.m. Saturday, December 4, 
2004. Join us for a fantastic puppet show 
followed by a fun puppet-making activity 
with the Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre 

Company. Show starts at 10:00 a.m. 
Tickets are $3 for adults, $4 for children, 
which includes puppet workshop material 
fee. Afterwards, stay for a Czech and 
Slovak Christmas Decorations workshop. 
Adults and children are invited to make 
traditional Christmas tree decorations for 
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their home or the NCSML Grand Hall 
tree. Kids will want to be sure to make a 
Carp Mailman so Jesus will bring what 
they want on Christmas morning! Special 
thanks to US Bank for sponsoring the 
day 's celebration. 



SPECIAL EXHIBIT 

Bohemian Garnets Coming to the NCSML 

This elegant comb with diadem, first exhibited at the Great 
Jubilee Exhibit in Prague in 1891 , will be among the items 
on display at the NCSML. 

For the first time ever in the United States, 
a Bohemian Garnets exhibit from the 
National Museum in Prague will be on 
display at the National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library. The exhibit, featuring 
exquisite jewelry and decorated objects, 
will be on view March 3 through 
September 25, 2005. 

Heirloom Garnets 
Sought for Exhibit 
In conjunction with the Bohemian Garnets 
exhibit from Prague, NCSML curator Edie 

Blanchard would like to feature a display 
of garnets on loan from our own members 
and their families. They can be old or new, 
either jewelry or garnet-decorated objects. 
The display will be juried, but an effort 
will be made to include as many items as 
possible. If you are interested in having 
your garnets on display at the National 
Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, 
please send a picture, description, and any 
family story that goes with the objects 
(if appropriate) to Edie at the museum 
or e-mail a digital image to 
eblanchard@NCSML.org. Please submit 
by December 1, 2004. 
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