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cation between the gay community and the police department
by the appointment of Sgt. Juan Sanchez as a liaison to the gay
community, retaliation for reporting police misconduct prevents
civilian oversight of the police and cannot be tolerated” said
Howard Simon, Executive Director of the ACLU of Florida.

“Although it was widely reported that, upon receipt of our letter
in February, the two officers were placed on desk duty and an
internal investigation was launched,” explained Day, “it is our
understanding that the investigation remains open, the officers
have not been punished.” Day continued, “With this lawsuit we
hope to vindicate Mr. Strickland’s rights and send the message
to the City and the police that it will be held responsible for
misconduct and discrimination.”

CONTACT:

Media Office,(786) 363-2720 or media@aclufl.org
Howard Simon, Executive Director, ACLU of Florida (786)
363-2706

How the New
Foreclosure Scandal
Impacts LGBT Borrowers

Taking away someone’s home is serious business, and through-
out most of United States history the court system has ensured

that borrowers cannot be forced from their homes without a
powerful legal reason and an abundance of supporting evi-
dence. But during the past 2-3 years foreclosure courts have
been allowing hundreds of thousands of evictions to go ahead
based on apparently inadequate documentation which includes
such things as fraudulent paperwork and forged signatures.

In the offices of some lawyers hired by mortgage companies,
for example, a single individual might sign as many as 1,000
foreclosure documents per day. That’s an average of about one
every 20 or 30 seconds, meaning that they cannot possibly read
or scrutinize for accuracy the papers they are signing. The phe-
nomenon has given rise to the moniker “robo-signing” — a term
that has become synonymous with this latest chapter in the on-
going foreclosure crisis.

The disturbing lack of legal protocol has tens of thousands of
LGBT borrowers wondering what it means to them. The big-
gest question on everyone’s mind is whether or not foreclosures
that were allowed under questionable circumstances will now
be overturned. As might be expected, it all depends on each
individual situation. Many people, including those in high gov-
ernment offices, believe that there is no excuse for sloppy docu-
mentation.

“These people think they can play by a different set of rules,"
said Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray in an interview
with Bloomberg Television, referring to big banks and other
major mortgage lenders who cannot produce the required pa-
perwork to validate foreclosure actions. He called the use of
flawed affidavits — which have justified hundreds of thousands
of foreclosures — a “business model for fraud.”

But it still may be quite difficult for LGBT homeowners to get
their foreclosures reversed in court. When there is compelling
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