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(lowa: A Proud History, Continued from page 1)

weighs in favor of the expansion of civil rights. In any event,
fundamental rights in the real American understanding are not
subject to election. For example, the right to exist is fundamen-
tal. Even if 51% were to vote to shoot a person without cause, |
doubt anyone would find this "democratic" exercise of the vote
to be a proper determination of the outcome. Why should it be
any less with the fundamental right to marry the person whom
one loves?

With marriage comes the automatic right to be at the hospital
bedside of a sick or dying spouse. Without marriage, a couple
could be together for decades, and when one dies the other has
to sell the family home to pay huge taxes that are due when a
legal "stranger" inherits something of value. Without marriage
equality at the federal level, the surviving partner is owed noth-
ing in Social Security survivor benefits, rendering many people
destitute in old age. Without marriage equality on the federal
level, even those lucky enough to be on a partner's "domestic
partner" insurance benefits have to pay thousands of dollars in
tax a year for the privilege, yet those who are married pay no
tax of any kind on insurance benefits received through their
spouse's employment. The list goes on and on, totaling over
1,138 specific benefits of marriage in federal law, denied even
to Iowans due to the current discriminatory federal law deri-
sively known as the "Defense of Marriage Act." Without mar-
riage equality, some people are more equal than others. Mar-
riage equality does not create "special rights," it merely creates
equal rights. Until equal rights are secured throughout the Unit-
ed States, both at the state and federal levels, true equality will
not fully exist. lowans can take pride in the fact that they are on

the right side of history, and continue to show the way.

In short, Towa is a place that is proud of its traditions. lowans
take pride in hard work, honesty, a progressive conservatism,
and the ability to get along with other folks. Iowans look for-
ward to bringing along the rest of the country to the better an-
gels of their nature, yet again. The next time you hear an out-of-
state group, generally funded by cowards too afraid to put their
names behind their prejudice, barge into lowa and purport to
tell you about Iowa and traditional values, kindly remind these
guests that we do have traditional values in Iowa. The right
kind.

"Slowly but surely, gay people are
coming around to the idea that if you
continue to be invisible, that's all you
will be, and it's not a nice life."”

-- Bev Clark

















































JUL / AUG. @ THE MAX

THURSDAY JULY 15TH

NEW Hours and NEW Cover Charges
Sun-Tue 4p-la / Wed-Sat 4p-ca : Friday: $5 - Saturday: $5 beFore midnight / $10 aFter

SATURDAY JULY 11TH - 6pm Door / 7pm Show

“BURN IT TO THE GROUND"” Camp Kindle Benefit
Hosted by Chrys Whitmarsh

SUNDAY JULY 18TH - 10pm
Mr Max Joe's Step-Down “"THE FINAL HOORAH"

SUNDAY JULY 25TH - 10pm
Miss Merry Christmas Joyce’'s Benefit

SATURDAY JULY 31ST - 6pm Door / 7pm Show
Aphelia Butt's P-Flag Benefit

SUNDOAY AUGUST 1ST - 9pm
MR MAX MAX CONTEST

FRIDAY AUGUST 6TH

MEN'S NIGHT
AMATEUR STRIP CONTEST

7PM - $100 CASH PRIZE

SATURDAY AUGUST 1TH - 6pm Door / 7pm Show
ICON's Investiture

SUNDAY AUGUST B8TH - 10pm
Best of Gay Omaha Nomination Show

SUNDAY AUGUST I1STH - 4p=2a
F*CK ME I'M OMAHA FAMOUS.

Over 25 of Omaha’s BEST DJ'sl '
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