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Act. Berry also denied reports that any sort of “deal” had been
cut by White House officials regarding LGBT legislation and
when it would be accomplished.

Obama to Extend Benefits
to Federal Workers' Partners

By Kerry Eleveld

An Obama administration official has confirmed to The Advo-
cate that President Barack Obama will be signing a presidential
memorandum Wednesday to provide benefits to same-sex part-
ners of federal employees.

The White House press office declined to detail which benefits
would be included, but people familiar with the legal obstacles
posed by the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act, said health bene-
fits are not likely to be a part of the package. The Liecberman-
Baldwin Domestic Partnership Benefits and Obligations Act, a
bicameral bill that was introduced last month, will still need to
be passed by Congress in order for full benefits to be extended
to domestic partners of federal workers.

"Our analysis has been that it will take an act of Congtress for
the full suite of benefits such as health benefits and retirement
benefits to be provided for same-sex couples and families," said
Leonard Hirsch, president of Federal Globe: Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
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sexual, Transgender Employees of the Federal Government.
According to Hirsch, the executive branch has the authority to
extend certain other benefits through departments and agencies,
such as providing relocation costs for partners of federal em-
ployees.

Hirsch welcomed the announcement and added that his organi-
zation would gladly help with implementing the new policy.
"We look forward to working closely with the administration to
put this in place as quickly as possible," he said.

The signing is scheduled for 5:45 p.m. in the Oval Office, and
the president is scheduled to make brief remarks.

Another Fantastic Pride Prom

By Carrie Spencer

“The prom was fantastic! Wow, you all are really making life
better for LGBT young people, their allies and families.” That
was the praise given by PFLAG National’s executive director,
Jody Huckaby. Prom organizers appreciate the compliment and
sincerely hope they are making life a little better for our LGBT
youth by giving them a prom where they can be themselves.
Students from 32 Omaha and surrounding-area high schools, 3
junior high schools and 6 colleges and universities danced the
night away at the fifth annual Tom Mahony Pride Prom. This
year’s prom took place on May 16 at First United Methodist
Church, as it has in past years.









DC’s Saloon

! Daily Drink Specials !

Wednesday & Thursday
Nights
KAROKE WITH STACY

with drink specials

Sunday July 5th S
ICON Step Down Show

Sunday June 28th
MR DC’s Yoshi
Benefit Show

Come down and meet
some of our new

FRIENDLY bartenders"i

Happy Pride
From
DC’s Saloon !!
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