














AND THEY KEPT COMING

My first pride parade was in
Omabha around 1986, we gath-
ered in the parking lot across
from the old Astro Theater
(now the Rose Theater) and
marched to Turner Park (now
Mid-Town Crossing.) When
we arrived at Turner park I
turned and saw many more
people still behind me, they
all kept coming, pouring into
the park where hundreds gath-
ered.

In 2009 I traveled to DC for (=~
the Equality March on Wash- -
ington. As the Rev. Troy Per-
ry began the opening, power-
ful, words I turned and looked
as hundreds of thousands kept
coming... I began to weep to
see so many people, we were
straight and gay together! It
was an incredible experience, a life changing moment of my
life.

I received an email and text message around 2pm on Sunday,
July 22nd asking for help. A friend shared that a friend was in a
bad place and needed help. It seems that around 4am that morn-
ing someone broke into her home, assaulted her and attempted
to set her house on fire. The words left on her body and in her
home made it easy to realize that she was a survivor of a hate
crime. I made a few phone calls, one to Beth Rigatuso who put
out a call to action for others to gather at 7pm at 84th and
Grover to carpool to Lincoln.

We arrived in Lincoln around 8pm. Beth and I met with leaders
and organizers of the State Capital Vigil. We prepared a line up
and organized all those marching from the Panic to the State
Capital. We started off on a 6 block journey. As I turned around
I noticed that people were parking their cars and joining us on
the way to the capital. People drove by, honked, and waived in
support! There were no nay-syers or negative displays at any
time. I was very proud of Lincoln, and other Nebraskan’s as we
came together.

As we arrived on the West side of the State Capital, the sight
brought tears to so many eyes. Already assembled where hun-
dreds more people. As we reached the stairs I looked out into
the sea of people and realized, there were more coming... they
just kept coming.

Each speaker spoke their words in support of Charlie and
against the hate crime in our community that occurred. You
could feel the sea of emotion, you could feel the love, you
could see “one city” come together to say this is not right and
we will not be silent.

On the way back to Omaha plans were underway to hold a vigil
in Omaha. The next day Erin Anderson-Ravnhold and Beth
Rigatuso invited me to co-organized the Omaha Vigil Against
Violence. Permits, communications with Police, City Officials
and getting speakers lined up to present was done quickly. The

sitec would be Omaha’s Memorial Park.

As I arrived around 6pm at Memorial Park to set up, I took a
photo of the “empty” park. When others arrived around 7pm it
was clear that this would be a large response. At 8pm, hundreds
of people came together. The stories of what brought them to
this park for this vigil rang loud and clear and often followed
with a hug or a tear or a handshake.

At 8:30pm Erin welcomed everyone. Our River City Mixed
Chores shared a wonderful tribute song “We Are Singing For
Our Lives” as they did, tears feel from my face as I looked out
into the massive park and watched as they kept coming... peo-
ple from all directions arrive to show support.

Thursday, Charlie Rogers came forward to meet with the press
and express her thanks for the support and love she has been
shown since the moments of her attack. I am so very proud of
the GLBT and allies in Lincoln, Omaha (Metro) and in Nebras-
ka. As Omaha Mayor Jim Suttle said we are a one city when we
have respect, tolerance and acceptance for all who live here, it
is what will make us a 21 century and first class city.

There is much healing for so many; Charlie, her friends, her
family, her communities, our cities, our state, our nation. It is
often in difficult and scary times that we can personally experi-
ence and bring about change and growth through healing. We
will all grieve for the impact it has had on so many.

I challenge each and every human being, again, to take a stand;
share your support, your views, your thoughts and your outrage
at this hate crime with your family, your friends, you co-
workers, your children, your neighbors, those you worship
with, play cards with and all people in your circle of influence.
Now, more than ever, IS the right time to no longer be silent
about your friends, family, co-workers and others who are Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, or Transgender.

May peace, love and compassion be with you and from you.

Rev. Royal D. Bush is the founder Inclusive Life where he
serves as a multifaith Chaplain. He shares this message to all:
“You are beautiful, you are loved and you are worthy, just the
way you are.” He holds a Bachelor Degree in business admin-
istration. He studied at Andersonville Theological Seminary.
He holds a current certificate of spiritual counseling with the
International Institute of Faith Based Counseling and is a mem-
ber of Spiritual Directors International.

ABOUT INCLUSIVE LIFE... Inclusive Life has been serving
Iowa and Nebraska since 2009. We are a Nebraska, Nonprofit,
Independent-Multifaith Community. We serve all without ex-
ception; Religious. Nonreligious. Spiritual. We offer Pastoral
Care, Officiate Weddings, Prepare End of Life Documents,
provide hospital visits, perform: Baptisms, naming ceremonies,
blessings, dedications, and Officiate Funerals.

































