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No You Can’t. Yes You Can!!!

By Royal D. Bush

Simply put, there will always be someone to tell you: “no”,
“you can’t do that”, it won’t work”, “it’s already been done”,

“won’t happen” and so the list continues...

What would life be today if people like; Abraham Lincoln,
Warren Buffet, Michele Korman, Bruce and Stosh, Jose Sarria,
Rene Orduna, Don Randolph or Troy Perry didn’t pull up their
sleeves and accomplish what they set out to do? We would not
have had great world leaders, mentors, Dixie Quick’s, The
Max, great fundraising campaigns, the Imperial Court System, a
great AID’s service organization, or Metropolitan Community
Churches.

I attended Investiture 28 for the Imperial Court Of Nebraska on
the 23rd. Empress Madeline, Emperor Thomas and their Royal
Family were honored for the great work they did during the last
year.

I watched as Empress Misty and Emperor Gary’s families were
announced. I watched their faces glow, the energy was so ex-
citing. Ideas for the next fundraiser, gathering, and event were
being talked about. It was a very positive and upbeat event.

As T watched all this I remembered my first involvement with
ICON watching Emperor Gary and Empress Danielle at the
Max stepping down. That was reign 8 some 20 years ago! 1
think of the all the people on their Royal Families who were
told no, it won’t work, and the nay-sayers.

Well everyone one of those people whom I mentioned are proof
positive that you CAN do it! YOU can do anything you set
your mind to do! Yes it may have been tried before, but did
YOU try it? Yes, it may not have worked before, but did they
have help? Yes it may not have gone the best before but did
you learn lessons? YES YES YES! Youcandoit. Youcan
make a difference.

If only each of us would remember the following, it isn’t an
casy lesson to master. Iam still working on it myself. “To the
world you may only be one person. To one person you may be
the world.” Others depend on us for things you may not real-
ize. A smile, a hug, a lesson, or just a kind word.

Regardless of your organization or journey know that you can
and do make a difference. What you do and how you contrib-
ute to make your world, your city, your community, your wotld
a better place is up to you. Can you?

Obama Supports Right of
Same-Sex Couples to Adopt

Barack Obama has expressed his support for same-sex couples'
right to adopt children, according to the Family Equality Coun-
cil. The group had sought to learn the presidential candidates'
positions on the topic, and only Obama responded. However,
John McCain has previously expressed his opposition to adop-
tion by gays in a July 13 New York Times article.
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"We also have to do more to support and strengthen LGBT
families," Obama wrote in his letter to the group, dated August
1. "Because equality in relationship, family, and adoption rights
is not some abstract principle; it’s about whether millions of
LGBT Americans can finally live lives marked by dignity and
freedom. That’s why we have to repeal laws like the Defense of
Marriage Act. That’s why we have to eliminate discrimination
against LGBT families. And that’s why we have to extend
equal treatment in our family and adoption laws."

Obama also touted his plans to expand the Family Medical
Leave Act, pass laws to prohibit caregiver discrimination, and
encourage businesses to allow more flexible schedules for
workers.

While McCain and his wife, Cindy, have an adopted child, he
said to the Times, "I think that we've proven that both parents
are important in the success of a family, so no, I don't believe in
gay adoption. I encourage adoption and I encourage the oppor-
tunities for people to adopt children. I encourage the process
being less complicated so they can adopt as quickly as possible.
And Cindy and I are proud of being adoptive parents."

In McCain's home state of Arizona, any unmarried adult can
petition to adopt a child; however, the law does not specifically
provide joint adoption by same-sex couples, according to the
Human Rights Campaign. There is also no explicit ban on al-
lowing a same-sex partner to petition to adopt a child of the
other partner. Florida is the only U.S. state that bans all forms
of adoption by gays.

According to the Family Equality Council, same-sex parents are
raising 4% of all adopted children in the United States as well
as 3% of all children in foster care. (The Advocate)

Judge's Ruling Protects
Man's Anti-War T-Shirts

PHOENIX, Arizona (AP) -- A federal judge on Wednesday
permanently barred Arizona from using a state law to prosecute
an online merchant who sells shirts that list names of thousands
of troops killed in Iraq.

U.S. District Judge Neil Wake did not strike down the 2007 law
against selling products that use of military casualties' names
without families' permission. But he ruled that using the law to
prosecute Dan Frazier would violate the Flagstaff man's First
Amendment rights because his "Bush Lied -- They Died" shirts
are "core political speech."”

"It is impossible to separate the political from the commercial
aspects of that display," Wake wrote. "For example, the state
argues that Frazier can sell his shirts without displaying the
soldiers' names. But Frazier's product is his message, and his
customers' message."

Arizona's law was enacted with little debate by the Legislature,
and Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas have enacted similar laws.

A spokeswoman for Arizona Attorney General Terry Goddard
said Goddard's office was reviewing the ruling and did not im-
mediately know whether it would appeal.

(Continued on page 16)
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