














Toronto Lesbians and Police
Come to a Settlement

Christopher Curtis, PlanetOut Network

The raid of a lesbian bathhouse party in Toronto, Ontario, has
led to an unprecedented settlement by the city's police service.
The settlement stems from an incident that took place on Sept.
14, 2000, when police raided a special event called the Pussy
Palace, which attracted 355 nearly naked women.

The Toronto Women's Bathhouse Committee filed a human
rights complaint, claiming in part that two female police offic-
ers checked inside the bathhouse for liquor violations, and then
five male officers entered and lingered in private areas.

Several of the committee's members filed a $1.5 million class-
action lawsuit.

Several officers named in the complaint said they had launched
the raid after anonymous complaints surfaced alleging drug use,
physical violence and sexual activity.

In 2002, Judge Peter Hryn of the Ontario Court ruled the de-
fendants' privacy rights had been breached in a situation that
did not require urgent police action.

During the defamation trial that followed, Judge Janet McFar-
land of the Ontario Superior Court declared, "It is no part of a
police officer's job to breach the Charter of Rights of any citi-
zen. To do so is misconduct of the most serious kind."

Under the terms of the settlement, the Toronto Police Service
will pay $350,000 to a group of lesbian complainants, and all
current and future Toronto police officers -- including police
chiefs -- will have to undergo gay and lesbian sensitivity train-
ing. When the settlement was reached, both the human rights
complaint and the lawsuit were dropped.

"The larger battle here is for the police to understand the com-
munity they serve," defendant Hornick went on to say. "That is
the most important and exciting part for me."

Where Can You Find
The Gayzette?

Omabha:

Ace’s Only, 1263 South 16th Street
Connections, 1901 Leavenworth

The Diamond, 712 South 16th Street

DC's Saloon, 610 South 14th Street

Dixie Quicks, Restaurant 20th Leavenworth
First Unitarian Church, 3114 Harney

Flixx 1019 South 10th Street Omaha
Gilligan's Pub, 1407 Harney Street

The Joy, 1516 Jones Street

The Max, 1417 Jackson

Metropolitan Community Church, 819 South
22nd Street

Omaha Mining Co., 1715 Leavenworth
Mystery Bookstore, 1422 South 13th St
Nebraska AIDS Project, 139 South 40th St
Next Millennium, 2308 North 72nd Street
Rainbow Outreach GLBT Resource Center,
1719 Leavenworth

Stage Right Coffee and Tea House, 16th and
Harney

Youth Emergency Services, 3910 Harney

Lincoln:
Panic Bar, 200 South 18th Street
Q Bar, 226 South 9th Street

DUI DEFENSE
CRIMINAL DEFENSE
FAMILY LAW

Brandie M. Fowler
Attorney at Law
209 S. 19™ St., Ste. 525
346-6700

Reasonable Rates
Free Consultations
“Equality Before the Law”

Tim Reeder
612-3833

timreeder@cox.net
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Gg- FO BOYS

Complimentary
Champagne
at Midnight.

$2.50
Smirnoff
~ Flavored Vodka Drinks

1019 S. 10th Street at 10th & Pacific Open Christmés Day 5pm - 1am
FREE parking in the REAR Open New Years Day 5pm - 1am




“POP YOUR CORK”

The Biggest Parky In The Midvest
NEM YEARS EVE A% THE MAX

For More Max Information Visit Us At www.themaxomaha.com




