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(AIDS in 2010, Continued from page 1)

some people can't tolerate certain drugs, doctors sometimes
need to switch patients to different combinations of drugs over
time to keep their infections under control.

NIH supported much of the research to develop these drugs and
is helping to determine the best way to use them in different
populations. This information will be key in implementing the
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and other pro-
grams that provide greater global access to HIV therapies. More
than 4 million people in the developing world now get an-
tiretroviral drugs thanks to this outreach.

A Team of Doctors Will See You Now

But much more remains to be done. Each year, about 2 million
people worldwide die of AIDS. An additional 2.7 million--
56,000 in the U.S.--become newly infected with HIV. Unless
we stop these new infections, it will be extremely difficult, per-
haps impossible, to provide appropriate therapy for all HIV-
positive people.

Prevention is the key to defeating this terrible disease. And that
is where medical research's biggest challenges lic as we prepare
to enter the fourth decade of the AIDS pandemic.

HIV can be transmitted by sex, sharing needles and syringes,
and from mother to child at birth or through breast milk. HIV
also can be spread by blood. However, since 1985, all donated
blood in the U.S. is tested for HI'V, making transmission
through transfusion extremely unlikely.

A major obstacle to reducing HIV transmission is that many
people--one in five in the U.S. alone--don't know they're infect-
ed and may inadvertently be spreading the virus. The U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that eve-
ryone between ages 13 and 64 be tested for HIV. The benefits
of more frequent testing, perhaps every year, for high-risk
groups such as those who have unprotected sex with multiple
partners or use injected drugs, are also being studied. Earlier
detection would not only curb HIV transmission but might help
those already infected, since there's evidence that patients who
get early treatment tend to live longer than those treated later
on.

Revealing the Body's Deepest Secrets

Another new preventive approach, pre-exposure prophylaxis,
involves encouraging uninfected people who continue high-risk
activities to take antiviral drugs in advance. The idea is that the
drugs might lower the odds of an HIV infection taking hold if
the person were exposed.

No current drug or combination of drugs can currently cure
HIV infection--that is, totally eradicate the virus from an HIV-
positive person's body. Some researchers are pursuing that goal.
Others are aiming for a "functional cure," in which antiretrovi-
ral drugs would so lower levels of HIV that the patient's own
immune system would keep the virus in check once drugs were
discontinued.

Some rare individuals have a genetic variation that almost al-
ways protects them from HIV infection, even if they are repeat-
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@ THE MAX

SATURDAY 19TH - 6pm Door / 7pm Show ’

“COME OUT, COME OUT.. .. WHEREVER YOU ARE®
Presented by: Linda & Susie (MCC-0 BeneFit X

SUNDAY 20TH - Spm
Rainbow Pride Pageant

JUNE
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SATURDAY 26TH - 5pm

Benefit BBQ on the Patio
Presented by: ICON Candidate Todd Pacas

SUNDAY 21TH - 10pm
Empress Holly Day & Emperor Paco’s Step-Down

WEDONESDAY 30TH - 7:30pm ‘
Pride Kick-Off with Alexandra St James, Guy B & Josh Zuckerman S8

ATHOF JULY EXTENDED WEEKEND

THURSDOAY JULY 1ST - 8FM
LOGO Returns with RuPaul’'s Drag Race Contestants!!!!

FRIODAY JULY 2ND0O

MEN'S NIGHT
AMATEUR STRIP CONTEST

7PM-$100 CASH PRIZE

SATURDAY JULY 3RO - 12-8pm
ANNUAL PRIDE PATIO PARTY!I

SUNDAY JULY 4TH - 8pm
INDEPENDANCE BOTH Dancefloors open and Patio Party!ll

H \ ALSO ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE:
ji M.THEMAXOMAHA.COM
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