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Mormons Bankroll Anti-Gay Marriage
Amendments in California, Arizona

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has mobilized
followers to give an estimated 77% of donations to support Cal-
ifornia's proposed marriage ban.

Californians Against Hate released figures Tuesday showing
that $17.67 million was contributed by 59,000 Mormon fami-
lies since August to groups like Yes on 8. Contributions in sup-
port of Prop. 8 total $22.88 million. Additionally, the group
reports that Mormons have contributed $6.9 million to pass a a
similar law, Proposition 102, in Arizona.

"It is a staggering amount of money and an even more stagger-
ing percentage of the overall campaign receipts," Fred Karger
of Californians Against Hate said in a press release. "The Mor-
mon Church, based in Salt Lake City, Utah, has hijacked the
campaigns in both California and Arizona, where voters face
constitutional amendments to end same-sex marriage."

Karger said Californians Against Hate came up with the figures
by cross-referencing donor information from the California
secretary of state with Brigham Young University alumni lists,
church memberships, and other personal documentation that
could identify Mormon Church members. He said the surge in
support has been an attempt to boost the church's social stand-
ing among the greater religious community.

"For whatever reason, they're trying to get some respect from
other religions," he told The Advocate Tuesday. "They've al-
ways been looked down upon by the Christians, the Catholics,
and evangelicals."

Success with the marriage amendment would give the church
credibility, Karger said.

The Latter-day Saints Church says it has approximately
770,000 members in California, accounting for about 2% of the
state's population. Senior church elders broadcast a call to Mor-
mons October 8 for increased volunteer efforts and donations
for the marriage fight. The hour-long message went out to
churches in Utah, Hawaii, and Idaho as well as California.

Members of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, the second-
highest church governing body. explained their plan to pass the
ballot initiative. They asked each California congregation to
commit 30 volunteers to donate four hours a week to Proposi-
tion 8. They also urged young people to use technology -- such
as social networks, text messaging, and blogging -- to spread
the word. (Michelle Garcia, The Advocate)

Boston College Study:
Why Gay Couples Marry

A recently released Boston College study indicates that legal
recognition and the opportunity to make a public statement are
the prime motivators for Massachusetts gay and lesbian couples

to marry.

The college conducted the study 13 months after Massachusetts
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legalized same-sex marriage. (The state began marrying gay
couples in May 2004.) Professor Pamela J. Lannutti surveyed
263 couples, including those who were legally married in Mas-
sachusetts and those who plan to marry. The average relation-
ship duration was 7.5 years.

A quarter of couples said they were motivated to marry for le-
gal protections, while 20% said they wanted to make a public
statement of commitment, and only 15% cited feelings for their
partner.

Others said they tied the knot to receive acknowledgement from
family members (14%), legal protection for help in having chil-
dren (13%), political reasons (4%), and religious reasons (2%).

“The arrival of same-sex marriage brings up many issues that
often lurk in the background in families. It forces same-sex
couples and their parents to confront their deepest feelings
about same-sex love,” said Robert-Jay Green, Ph.D., in a press
release from Rockway Institute, a national center for psycholo-
gy research, education, and public policy on sexual orientation
and gender issues.

A common obstacle for same-sex couples to overcome when
considering marriage is lack of family approval. Forty-one per-
cent of the couples interviewed reported dissatisfaction from
parents. A majority of couples, 58%, said their primary method
of dealing with family members' disapproval is to ignore it.
“We almost changed our minds about getting married,” said a
male participant. “We thought our families were OK with us as
a couple, but when we wanted to send out wedding invitations,

Where Can You Find
The Gayzette?

Omaha:
Connections, 1901 Leavenworth 933-3033
DC's Saloon, 610 South 14th Street 344-3103

Dixie Quick's Restaurant, 1915 Leavenworth 346-3549

Flixox, 1015 South 10th Street Omaha 408-1020
Gnome's Bar, 1951 Saint Marys Ave 991-6470
The Max, 1417 Jackson St. 346-4110
Metropolitan Community Church, 819 South 22nd Street
Omaha Mining Co., 1715 Leavenworth 449-8703
Mystery Bookstore, 1422 South 13th St 342-7343

Nebraska AIDS Project, 139 South 40th St 552-9260
Rainbow Outreach Metro Omaha GLBT Resource Center,
1719 Leavenworth St. (home of The Gayzette) 341-0330

Lincoln:
Panic Bar, 200 South 18th Street (as available) 435-8764
Q Bar, 226 South 9th Street (as available) 475-2269

Would you like to have the Gayzette at your
Place of business? Email your request to:
Gayzette@cox.net










FRIDAY OcTOBER 24 TH FRIDAY OCTOBER 31ST

"BITCHES, IT'S MY BIRTHDAY"
Diamond Princess Stella's HﬂLLOW(’(’N
B-Day Show ﬂT TH€MG i
5-8:30pm Omaha's LARGEST

& BEST Costume Party!!!
SATURDAY OCTOBER 25TH 9pm Party Starts

11:30pm Contest
"A HAUNTED EVENING

@ THE MAX"

Presented By:
Starla Ann Marie

Flower of Hope & RCGA Benefit
6pm Doors Open
7pm Show

SUNDAY DOCTOBER 26TH

Jason & DeMarco Concert
7pm

MCC Benefit Show
10pm

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1ST

Diamond Foundation Election
Show
5:30pm

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2ND

"GOOD EVENING"
Presented by:
Michele Korman
& Faleasha Savage
Special Guest
Regine Phillips
9:30pm

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7TH

MEN'S NIGHT

AMATEUR STRIP 7PM
$100 CAsSH PRIZE

ceammenarense B E MAX

UNDERWEAR NIGHT 9PM THEMAXOMAHA.COM

LEATHER & FETISH REQUESTED

i Mr Max Nic




