




















Flixx Addition To
“show” A New Side

By Chris Orr

The Omaha community is getting a cabaret and show bar. It
will be in place where Chixx was, which is right beside Flixx
on 10th and Pacific Street. I sat down with Johnnie Richards to
give me details about what is going to come from the Flixx
Cabaret and Show Bar.

First though, what happened to Chixx? What type of disap-
pointment came from Chixx closing? “Rick (Clark, owner) was
disappointed it wasn’t making enough money to support itself.
Having felt that this was another venue; there have been people
in the community wanting a cabaret and show bar. I mean this
will be a place where somebody will want to come in and play
the piano or something or the RCMC (River City Mixed Cho-
rus) wants to put on something, a little fundraiser, they will
have a space.”

Did the public know Chixx was going to close for good? “I
don’t think so. Rick looked at numbers and decided after an-
other dismal weekend to close. It’s not a new idea for a cabaret
and show bar. It’s been in the works for three years” Johnnie
tells me.

Where is the Chixx staff going, are they still going to be around
or are they gone? Johnnie quickly replies “I do not know, I am
not with part of the staffing.”

So who are the owners, managers? Rick Clark (Flixx Lounge)
is the owner. Steve Kohler (Stella Dallas) and 1 (Johnnie Rich-
ards, aka Aphelia Butts) are the show directors.”

What does the cab and show bar consist of? Is there a theme?
“It’s just a cabaret and show bar. It’s another place for people to
hold fundraising events at. They have gone through an exten-
sive remodel. They put in a big huge sink and a new sound
system, lighting, and he’s put in an eating area if you want to
serve any food. You have a place to set it up and it won’t take
up any floor space. You won'’t have to put up any tables; there
is a nice little counter area. Pretty much structurally it’s all the
same. I don’t want to give too much away” as Johnnie grins
with ending the sentence.

So it may be something more than a typical drag show we see
at two other places? “Yes, its cabaret. There’s a lot of room for
live music here as well.” Could we see live bands of different
genres? “There could be.”

What about spoken word, poetry, stage? “There’s not, I mean
staging would be hard, there’s not a certain good front of the
stage, it’s an open stage. 1 mean you wouldn’t be able to put on
a big production but you can do a one act play. That would be
something that’s possible.”

When do you expect the cab and show bar to be at its
prime? “Well the grand opening is Feb 14th. We have a lot of
bookings already. We really hope to get it up to speed right
away. We really want it to take off. I know the last F riday,
Flixx will have the wet boxer contest, after that will be dancing
till close. Flixx will also have its Bingo on the show bar side.
Someone could have a show before the contest if they wanted
and book it” Johnnie points out.

For another quick point out, the opening will have a
show performance from Christine O’Leary on F ebruary 14th. It
is a fundraiser for the Gay American Heroes Foundation.

What response to you expect from patrons, performers? “Well
Stella and I are tasked to book high end quality shows. The
show bar will be open Thursday — Saturday night if there is a
show booked. We want to try and have a show booked all three

nights there for the community to do their fundraising in this
venue.”

Is there free booking? Johnnie shakes his head yes. “It is free
booking. We have a list of show rules. But the problem is be-
cause the bar isn’t open all week, Rick has to hire a D.J. and
bartender. If the show is cancelled excluding weather related
problems, we would require the organization to pay something
for those peoples salaries.”

What type of conflicts will come from these shows towards
Max and DC’s shows? “No conflicts really arising. We are
giving time and a place where other locations don’t” Johnnie
assures.

As for shows, what do we expect for cover charges? Will
shows be benefits, profits? “Cover charges are up to the organ-
ization. Iassume by nature no more than $5. Unless a major
headliner comes in, I'm thinking long term plans. Benefits on-
ly, no profits.”

Where do you think some of the audience is going to come
from when they hear about a cabaret and show bar? They going
to be curious to come down and see if it’s the same ole show or
something that’s going to keep them there? Johnnie pauses for
a minute. “T would like to see people from all across the com-
munity, including those who don’t necessarily come down for
the week to week show. So it will be nice with a Friday or Sat-
urday night show when they can be later in the evening and
people can come and enjoy them and the night out.”

Where is some of the entertainment, performers going to come
from? I mean we have a lot of them in Omaha and every week-
end and we see them over and over and some do come from
abroad, but some of those keep coming back again and again,
so where are we going to keep getting these performers? “Well
we hope to draw people from Des Moines and Kansas City up.
Kansas City has its own version of HGRA. But they can come
up and do a show or Imperial Court of Nebraska or Towa Aids
Project. I mean there are tons of organizations out there and
performers we haven’t seen. The show is to have a full dress
rehearsal before they go on and it can’t be the same ole same
ole. It has to be high class and high caliber.”

What if there’s a group like we NJoy and others at The Qora
new group started and they wanted to do a revue show say eve-
ry third Saturday or something, a drag show or a cabaret group?
“As long as the dates open, they can book it. We haven’t really
gotten into a house troupe for that type of booking. We haven’t
really discussed that or thought about it I guess. Its set up for
organizations to have shows, it’s not for profit for a perfor-
mance troupe. It’s more of a fundraising venue.”

Will there be pageantry with this club, Mr or Miss Flixx?
“Never know, at this time no though. I've learned never to say
never” as Johnnie chuckles out that sentence.

What type of clique or clientele is the cab and show bar trying
to capture? “Not really call it a clique but people who enjoy
theatre and give them a place where organizations can make
money.”

Omaha and other larger cities have seen many clubs go, why
will this one stay? “Because we are going to bring top quality
entertainment in there (cabaret and show bar)” Johnnie gives a
point blank look while answering.

Some clubs close because of abuse of liquor license, drug traf-
ficking and/or become police targets. Will this bar be avoided
of those? “Yes. It’s a show bar; people come to enjoy the
show. It’s being in a theatre with no sitting at the bar. There
are round tables on the upper and lower levels and tables along
the rail.”

Why does the community need another venue? “It’s not a need.
it’s a want. People want to see a show late or early on Friday
Saturday night.”




































SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1ST
. . FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6TH
NE Pride Idol Kick-Off

10pm MEN'S NIGHT
AMATEUR STRIP 7PM
$100 CASH PRIZE

UNDERWEAR NIGHT 9PM

ICON’s SnoBall

6pm Doors Open | SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8TH
7pm show \ "

No Sappy Love Songs Here!
Princess 28 Macy Riley’s
“"BLACK HEARTS BASH”

10pm

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14TH

Emperor XXV Dan &
Empress XXIV Crystal’s
ANNUAL VALENTINE’S

DAY DINNER
6pm

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15TH

M. “DRAG MY;MOM”
NEIA Charitable Benefit
for The Susan G Komen Foundatlon
YProject Kindle, -
& AIDS Project of Central Iowa
% (10pm -
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