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and our team of experts is here to help.

Harrah’s makes your wedding day more
memorable than ever. We're looking forward
to helping you from inception to execution.

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
& RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY
APPETIZER AT 360 STEAKHOUSE.

Gays Reassess After GOP Gains

As Republicans reclaimed the House and gained seats in the
Senate, LGBT advocates radically reconsidered what advances
might be possible for equality in the next Congress.

By Kerry Eleveld

Democrats and progressive LGBT advocates were in for a long
night Tuesday when news organizations began predicting
around 9 p.m. Eastern that Republicans would take control of
the House.

The wave of red, fueled by independents who gave President
Barack Obama only a 32% approval rating, according to an
NBC/Wall Street Journal poll on the eve of the election, meant
the formula for equality gains would change considerably over
the course of the next two years.

“This is going to be a real test of the leadership of the gay com
munity,” said Christopher Barron, chairman of the Board of
GOProud, a conservative gay group. “This will be a test of
whether partisanship will come first or if there will be a recog-
nition that the leadership is actually interested in delivering for
their constituency.”

Advocates on both sides of the aisle almost uniformly agreed
that the large agenda items such as the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, Defense of Marriage Act repeal, and pass-
ing domestic partner benefits for government employees would
be nonstarters in the 112th Congress. But most also agreed that
“don’t ask, don’t tell” repeal might still garner bipartisan sup-
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port.

Barron said new opportunities to work with the Republican
majority in the House would not be “sexy” but might be prom-
ising nonetheless, as he ticked through a list that included re-
working Social Security, encouraging health insurance competi-
tion, and altering the tax code.

As Republicans revisit taxes and the federal deficit, Barron saw
an opportunity for LGBT activists to push for optional personal
savings accounts that move toward privatizing Social Security.
From his perspective, this would help level the playing field for
LGBT Americans, who are currently locked into a Social Secu-
rity system that does not allow them to pass their survivor bene-
fits along to their partners.

“You’d be able to take a portion of your Social Security tax
dollars and put it into a personal savings account that you could
leave to your partner or really anyone that you wanted to —
something you’re barred from doing today,” Barron said.

He also said that LGBT groups could support opening up com-
petition among insurers across state lines so that, no matter
where you live in the country, people could purchase plans
from insurance companies that provide domestic-partner cover-
age.

R. Clarke Cooper, executive director of the Log Cabin Republi-
cans, said he could see a stand-alone tax equity bill that would
equalize tax treatment for same-sex couples drawing support
from GOP members who have not traditionally supported
(Continued on page 12)
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FRIODAY NOV S5TH - 7pm

MENS NIGH T
AMATEUR STRIP CONTEST

$1000 CASH PRIZE

SUNDAY NOV 1TH - 10pm
The Roast of Anna Roxia

SUNDAY NOV 14TH - 9pm
ICON’s Annual Food4Thought

SUNDAY NOV 21ST - 9pm

Best of Gay Omaha Show & Awards
Presented by Lana Caine

SUNDAY NOV 28TH - 9pm
Miss Merry Christmas Pageant
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