

















that could result in the transmission of HIV. At the time of the : i H
alleged crime, Mr. Rhoades had an undetectable viral load and Scott leely ? Anti Gay Evangellcal

he used a condom — he was clearly protecting his partner from Pastor, On LGBT ng hts, Running For

exposure to the virus. And the growing medical consensus is Governor And Obama
that there is no real possibility of transmission under these cir-

cumstances.

By Michelangelo Signorile for Huffington Post

In June 2008, Rhoades had a one-time sexual encounter with

Adam Plendl during which they used a condom. Several days

When I asked Scott Lively, the American evangelical pastor

later, Plendl was told by a friend that Rhoades might be HIV- who travels the world and who takes credit for getting Russia's

positive, and he contacted the police. The police arrested
Rhoades in September 2008, and on the advice of his counsel,
he pled guilty. Despite the fact that a condom was used and Mr.

“gay propaganda" law passed, to name five prominent non-
religious Americans who, like him and other anti-gay evangeli-
cal leaders, use science to argue that homosexuality is harmful,

Plendl did not contract HIV, Rhoades was convicted under lo- (Continued on next page )

wa’s HIV criminalization law. He re-
ceived the maximum sentence: 25 years
in prison and classification as the most
serious type of sex offender. Subsequent-
ly, the court suspended his prison sen-
tence, and he was placed on supervised
probation for five years.On March 15,
2010, Rhoades filed an Application for
Post-Conviction Relief, arguing that the
attorney who advised him to plead guilty
had failed to inform him of the specifics
of the statute, resulting in his conviction
for a crime he did not in fact commit.In
December 2011, the district court denied
the application. Lambda Legal is repre-
senting Mr. Rhoades in his appeal, and
gave oral arguments on Mr. Rhoades’
behalf in September 2013. On October
3rd, the Iowa Court of Appeals affirmed
Rhoades’s conviction. Lambda Legal
appealed that decision and the Iowa Su-
preme Court granted review of the case
in January 2014,

Thirty-nine states have HIV-specific
criminal statutes. Among other things,
HIV criminalization perpetuates the
many myths and misconceptions that fuel
other types of discrimination against peo-
ple living with HIV. It sends an inaccu-
rate message regarding prevention re-
sponsibility, creates a disincentive to
getting tested, and may actually discour-
age disclosure of HIV status.

Scott Schoettes, HIV Project Director for
Lambda Legal, said:

Iowa’s law that criminalizes people liv-
ing with HIV is a particularly unjust and
extreme. It subjects them to unwarranted
prosecution and punishment, and has not
proven effective in reducing new infec-
tions. Nick Rhoades’s story and the ex-
treme sentence imposed in this case illus
trate how these types of laws are outdat-
ed and unnecessary. They are abusively
misused against people who have no de-
sire or intention to harm anyone.
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