








ifest of Gay (hinaha wory, Contaned froor page 1)
Siokes, Jon Holloway & Brandon Higdem

Best Group: The Kingsmen, The Fish Stix, Royal Elegance &
M Joy Girls

Best Original Cosiume: Teagan. Holly Dayv. Faleasha Savage &
Fanta Cee

Best Duet/Trio: Jennifer Jett & Thomas (Jackson), Ryan Klaus,
Misty Stokes & Jeremy Young (PRIDE Performance) & Holly
Day. Jennifer Jeit & Lana Caine (Boogic Bugle Boy)

Overall Entertainer: Faleasha Savage. Holy Day., Jennifer Jeit,
Eevna Del Mundo & Ashley Simone

Winners from each category will be sclected by ballots cast by
the GLBT Community, Ballots are available in this issue of the
Gayzette (on page 11) or at The MAX. All ballots must be
placed in the ballol box located al The MAX no later than
Wednesday, August 15, 2007,

Any nomince who has not vel received their ofTicial nomination
leiter can contact Lana Caine at 402-960-9387 or via c-mail at
LCEnicriainIncss aol.com

(See full ad and ballot form on Page 11 of this issite)

Safe Schools
Presenters Training

Gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender junior and senior high
schoolers, as well as other vulnerble youths, get taunted.
picked on and bullied--some so ofien and so severely that they
contemplalc suicide.

That shouldn't happen. Forty or 50 times a vear, PFLAG and
GLSEN combine to make Safe Schools appearances. mostly 1o
Omaha area college classes, many of them classes of fuiure
Icachers. These appearances consist ol a PowerPoint-assisted
Safe Schools presentation and a panel of people who tell a linle
bit of their life stories. When we put a human face on our cause,
stercotypes are destroyed. College students seem especially
open Lo our message.

On Saturday moming. Sepi. 8. PFLAG and GLSEN will con-
duct their annual training of presenters who deliver our Safe
Schools message and panelisis wha tell their personal stones
Because we are in high demand, we need a fairly large pool of
presenters and panclisis.

Our traiming will take place at First Unned Methodist Church,
T020 Cass 5i. in Mead Hall (separte entrance. church’s west
end). Come a1 8:30 a.m. for coffee. orange juice, donuts and
bagels. Presenter training will start at 9 am., with panclist in-
struction beginning about 10:30 a.m. We will wrap up al noon.
Plan to attend the entire training. We have picked a day when

the Comhuskers are away from Lincoln. If you decide our Safe
Schools program is for vou, we will ask that you join either
PFLAG or GLSEN.

We need a count of those coming. Email vour inléntion 16 come
1o Belty Dorr: bobedorria cox.net or 1o Suzy Adams:
suzy 1 22440 vahoo.com

Florida Vote Machines
Still Not Tamperproof

by The Associated Press

{Tallahassce, Florida) Florida's optical scan voting machings
are still Mlawed, despite efforts to fix them. and they could allow
poll workers 1o tamper with the election resulis. according o a
governmeni-ordered study obtained Tuesday by The Associated
Press.

At the request of the sceretary of state, Flonda State Univer-
sity’s information lechnology laboratory went over a list of pre-
viously discovered flaws to see if the machines were still vul-
nerable (o atiack.

“While ihe vendor has fixed many of these Maws, many impor-
tant vulnerabilities remain unaddressed.” the report said.

The lab found. for example, that someone with only brief ac-
cess 1o the machines could replace a memory card with one
preprogrammed to read one candidate’s voles as counting for
another, essentially switching the candidates and showing the
loser winning.

“The attack can be carried out with a reasonably low probability
of detection assuming that audits with paper ballots are infre-
quentd.” the repont sand.

Secretary of State Kurt Browning is asking Dicbold Elections
Systems to address the problems.

Florida's voling system drew national atiention in 2000, when
dimpled, pregnant and hanging chads on punch card ballots
held up a final count in the presidential election. Flonda was
eventually decided by 537 votes afier the ULS. Supreme Coun
stepped in. handing the ¢lection to George W, Bush. The state
has since banned the punch cards

Currently. 15 of Florida's 67 counlics use paperless tonch-
screen voting machines. The remaining countics usc optical
scan machines where a voter marks a paper ballot with a pencil
and it is electronically scanned. A newly signed state law re-
quires a verifiable paper trail for all voting machines.


















GLBT CENTER YOUTH NIGHT, 6FM 1o
SPM. for ages 13 1o 23, Youth sponsored and
oreanided sclivities, under adult supervision,
Every Friday, excluding holidmys. 1719 Leaven-
wiorth Stroct

GLBT AA 7PM to 3PM. Lowe Avenue Pres-
byvtemian, Call 356-8364, ask for Sanford

GLBT SEXUAL COMPULSIVE ANONY-
MOUS, (SCA), A program of recovery, Spm Lo
Opm, call Kirk ati402) 403-0277

HIV TESTING "-IIJ]&m NAP, 1308 Jo™
Results avmloble in 20 minutes

FREE CONFIDENTIAL ANONYMOUS
HIV TEST, UN-L 472-7447, 2:30 to 4:30pm,
University Health Center Room 164 (nexd o
Pharmacy on the first floor), Orasure lest, no
needles, Lincoln ME, results m one week

READING GROUNDS GAYME NIGHT,
Music, laughter & board games. 23s, Old &
up. 40th & Farmum S0, 502-2008

RAINBOW BIBLE STUDY, © to 7:30FPk.
Lowe Ave, Preshytenian, 1023 No, 40th St

Every Saturday

AA SATURDAY AFTERNOON, 1:30pm,
Open to men and women, 219 North 48th
Street, call 402-55840733 for mote info

OLDER ADULT DROP-IN, 4 TO 6PM. al the

GLEBT Center, 1719 Leavenworth S0, for older
adults age 50+, smgle or partnered, Free

PROLT HORIZON YOUTH GROLUP 4-
Gpm, 291-6781 proudhonizons@yahoo.com

MONTHLY EVENTS

1% Tuesday

CENTER MOVIE FAN NIGHT 7:30pm,
Free movie at Bambow Outreach, 1719 Leaven-
wiorth 51 Popeorn and beverages provided
Evervone 15 inviled

LINCOLN MIXED CHORLUS & 30pm,
Unstaran Church, 6300 A, Lincoln

1st Thursday

EXU N5 S
AND DISCUSSION GROUP 7 1o 8 30pm,
Meeting in Lincoln first and third Thursdays of
the month. Call 434-9880 / 476 9668 for loca-
ton and miormalion.

1* Friday
FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE HOUSE Spm.
Muscians, peets. open mic, First Unitarian

Church, 3114 Hamey, Omaha

81 st Sunday

coln restaurant, call -1'!2—151—{:] £ilo Il.M:HL a
seal wp until the dav before

TRANSGENDER DROP-IN. 2 o dpm
at Rainbow Outreach GLBT Center, 1719
Leavenworth S1

2nd Tuesday
"ENTER LI S, HI°ML
Bookworms become butterfhes. Stretch
vour wings helping the Center litvarv. No
expenence necessany o volunleer, Drop-
in to the GLBT Center, 1719 Leaven-
worth.
GAMES NIGHT, Tpm to 9pm, Kainbow
Outresch GLET Center, 1719 Leaven-
worth 5L

CENTER WESTERN IOWA COM-
MITTEE, TPM at the GLBT Center,
1719 Leavenworth, Omaha. For details,
vizit Rainbow(ntraach.org

2™ Wadne
ACTS I WORSHIP SERVICE, Tpm.
MCC Onmahia, 819 5, 22nd Stroet

2™ Thursday
PFLAG- OMAHA, Tpm, Firsd United
Methodist Church

umulh meets al The R(nlmg l‘..mundn
but changes sl times. Contacl omae-
haglbtprofessionals@cex.net for more
infa

2nd Saturday
POWER _LIEP@aolcom Ipm, D3
Saloon

2 Sunday

INTEGRITY 6-7: 30, 51 Marks,
Lincoln NE

OULT SECOND SUNDAY SCREEN-
ING (gibt film shown at Tpm Tollowed by
discussion ) Farst Uitanan, 31 14 Hamey

3™ Monday

PFLAG SOUTH CENTRAL
{HASTINGS, NE), Meeting on 3nd Mon-
davs at First Congregational Thmited
Church of Christ, 7th and Manan 51,
7ML email jsandeen’@inebraska com or
call 402 462 2961 or 402 460 86596

3rd Tuesday

CENTER MOVIE FAN NIGHT
T:30pm, Free movie st Ranbow -
reach, 1719 Leavenworth St Popeom and
beverazes provided. Evervone is invited,

IMPERIAL COURT OF NE , Board of
Governors mecting, 7:15pm, mecting at
the Ramnbow Cuitreach GLBT Commnumity
Center, www imperialcourtofmebraska. org

VOLUNOQUEER DROP-IN. af the
GLET Center. Be a "VolunQueer” aml

help out. Spend an hour or two volunteer-
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ing al the Center - 6:30PM or T30PM, vour
choice. whenever it [its vour schedule. No spe-
cial skalls or ongong commilment regquired
VolunQueers huve fum and make a difference.

3rd Thursday

GAY & BISEXUAL MEN'S SUPPORT
AND DISCUSSION GROUP 7- 3 30pm,
Meetmg m Lincoln first and third Thirsdays of
the month. Call 434-9880 / 476 %668 for loca-
tioa and mformation.

LESBIGAY BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP, Village Inn, T8th & Dodec, 7 PM

3“’ Fri:la_v
A i o HIVs
6-8pn NAP, 200 517, ]mmln 4*mrm

LINCOLN MINED CHORLUS & 30pm_
Unntanan Church, 6300 A, Lincoln

COFFEE HOUSE Umitarm Church, 63010 A,
Lmealn

3" Saturday
GAY/BI SUPPORT GRP FOR HIV+ MEN

G-Bpm NAP, 220 5. 17, Lincoln, 476-TKK)

3 Sunday

TRANSGENDER DROP=IN. 7 1o 4pm at
ihmhcm Outreach GLBT Center, 1719 Leaven-
worth S

4* Tuesday

PELAG-CORNHUSKER Usitarian Chusch,
6300 A, Lincoln, 7 pm.

GAMES NIGHT, Tpm 1o 9pm, Rambow Oul-
reach GLEBT Center, 1719 Leavenworih 51

YOUTH HIV TEST Lighthouse, 2530 M, Lin-

coln, ages 13 to 18, FF1: 4753220, 3-5:30 pm
4th Friday
0O _LEA NGINEERS —OMAN

Nol currently mecting

LAST Wednesday of each month
READWG GROUNDS NAKED WORDS

The Reading
7400 PM

Grounds, -ﬂjlh & Farnam St

Did you know that you can see the
entire GAYZETTE on our web site?
Go fo:
www.rainbowoutreach.org
And click on the Publications link.
George W. Bush reads the Gayzette.
(Ok, he just looks at the pictures.)




Please Check ONE (1) Under Each Category

Best Male Performer: Best Female Performer: Best Drag Performer: Best Live Yocalisi: Best Newcomer:
__ Ryan Klaus _ Sharon Van Butsel ___ Faleasha Savage __ Bvan Klius _ Nutasha Simmuons
__ Mark Ledbetier __ DMisly Siokes __ Hoosier Daddy __ Pastor Wayne Moore __ Aphellia Buils
__ Chris Orr __ Suwic Brenner __ Jenmifer Jeit __ Misty Stokes __ Samantha Morgan
__ Brandon Higdem __Jdenn Stark __ Fanta Cee __dan Holloway __ Courtney DuMac
__ Mait Finken __ Tamara Marks __ Ashley Simone __ Brandon Higdem __ Revna Dl Mundo
Best Group: Best Original Costume: Best Duel/ Trio: Orverall Enteriainer:
__ The Kingsmen _ Teagan Thomas __ Jenmifer Jett & Thomas Faleasha Savage
The Fish Stix Holly Day {Jacksom) =T : &
_ i 4 R i : Holly Day
__ Raoyval Elezance __ Faleasha Savage __ Ryan Klaus, Misty Stokes & Jeremy Young - = :
__ N'Joy Girls __ Fanta Cee (PRIDE 2007 Performance) __Jennifer Jett
__ Hally Diay, Jennifer Jett & Lana Caine __ Revyna Del Mundo
(Boogic Bugle Boy) ___Ashley Simone

Flease Only Place ONE (1) Ballot Per Person. Ballors Muost Be Placed In Ballot Box No Later Than Wednesday, Avgnst 15, 207,
Ballot Box 1s Located At The MAX, 1417 Juckson, Omaha, NE 68102

QUESTIONS: Please Contact Chuck Ritterbush At LCEntertainlne a aol.com

NER OF THE YEAR
ORIGINAL COSTUMI
|" PERFORMER

5 PERFORMER

'MALE PERFORMER
ST LIVE VOCALIST
BESTy NEWGCOMER
BEST.DUET/TRIO

BLES IRGROUP,

B S

SUNDAY, AUGUST19
9:00' PM
THEMA:

| ¥
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11



Kyle's Bed & BREAKIAST by creg rox

IT'D LIKE TO WELCOME A ¥
NEW MEMBER TO THE

THANK You,KYLE,
BooK GRouPRP TDH!GHT '

AN
LET ME TuST SAY WHET\
A PLEASURE IT IS TS
MEET 50 MANY NEW ME

- ] ' || UM, RICHARD...WHY DoN'T
AND H(}UEE_- ' OIJ GIVE YGUE REVIEW

SoME OF You ALREAD"‘I’
KNOW HIM. :

A .;M"f FRIEND

MATE, RICHARD RUBIN. 4 'hu, &

OF COURSE, KYLE. I
MADE SOME IJVO’TE
HERE...LET'S SEE

THE BOOK WAS HF.ART-
WRENCH ING, HUMOROUS,
ND PHILOSOPHICAL.
ETIMES WITHI
SAME PARAGR

‘T ALSO SounNDsS

AMAZON.COM.

ARE - You AcTUALLY ||

ULTIMATE RICHARD?!
LYY 2 i atilidn.o \gedangnol V520 gay o
—_SPIRI THATS BrcAlae REWEW, WILLIAM? | kg ‘ YouR REVIEW 71!

NO.You JusT
CAN'T TALK.

READ THE CLIFF
MNOTES, BUT...

b - 'h‘ [t \ L

: j How ApA T SUPPOSED To
AFF‘AQENTLT THE‘:" DOoM'T] | MEET AAMAN IF T CcAN'T
"MAKE CLIFF NOTES FOR || TALK ? THAT IS wWiHY
“ANISSISSIPP! SISSY . I'M HERE |

Website - www. kylecomics.com

Ly ‘\In."'l:‘,v_
eyl
="
'_I I t'
- k_’ ..
-?}; (&
{TBlE, o ” s
'FHM'E. Ao FASC#- 1T'S A mqa-:-r CoP
NATING REVIEW, OF OMNE OF THE Y :
RICHARD. USER REVIEWS. A SING LE WoRD.
OH,KYLE...T TUST DIDN'T| ( DOES THIS MEAN T
HAYVE T/IME TO READ THE HAVE To LeAveE"T?
BookK! T WAS SoOING TO ‘

" oG Fox @007

You'D PROBABLY HAVE

BETTER LUCK WITH THAT

IF YOU KEPT YOUR
MaouTH SHUT.

OH, WILLIAM ... wWHO
ASKED rd =111 You BIG
TATTLE-TALE. s )]
A
J - T————
l-lj.__"' o -

E-Mail - KylesBnB#faol.com



GLBT RESOURCE LIST

OMAHA BASED

BiMenNebraska, Social Support for Bi and
BiCurious Men hitpaigroups. vahoo.com/
group/BilMenNebroska and hitpe/
groups vithoo com/group/Bi-MEN-
MIDWEST

Citizens for Equal Protection 1105 Howard
SL Suite 2, Omaha NE 68102, 398-3027
www.cfep-ne.org, email to;

Michael @clep-ne. org

Dinmund Foundution, GLIET Scholurslups,
Mentoring and Leadership, call 877-87-
DIAMONT or see
www_ dinmend-foundation org

Family Foundations Therapy for individials,

couples or familics, for mfo call 338-3856

First Central Congregational Church
UCC, 421 South 36th 51, 402=3451533,
wuw. firstcentral.org, GLBT-aifirming

First Lutheran Church, 542 S0 31 S0,
402-343-7306, GLBT Frendly
wowfirstiutheranomaha, org

First United Methodist Church, 7020 Cass
SL, 402-356-6262, www, [uimcomaha, org,
GLBT-affirming

Flat Water Bears, { group dishanded)

Front Runners™Walkers, Wednesdays at
i 3pm, Elmwood Park Parkong Lot by
softhall Geld, Omsh

Alphabet (ABC) Soup at UNO,

http:/fgroups. yahoo com/groupfuno_abesoup,
Phone Student Crganizations at 534-271 |

Gay Leshian Stroight Education Network -
Omaha, Box 641676, Omaha 68164,
T12-323-0117 hupfroww. glsenomaha.org

GayLibrary.com, World Wide Resources

Heartland Gay Rodeo Association
Box 33534, Omaha 68103

lee Bowl Invitational Bowling Tournament
(IBIT) P.O. Box 31838 Omaha, 68131 R
Hellendieck (402) 556-3556

Imperial Court of Nebraska, Dox 3772,
Crmaha 68103 556-9907, Board Meels 3
Mondav, Doubletres Hotel Downtowi,
LU ] ]'I'I'IF\'..’II‘.‘II“ ﬂ‘!’g

Leanrning to Exchange Power,

L2EP@aol com; Social, educational group
novices n Leather, S0, BT Lilestvie

Leather Engineers of Omaha (LEO) Box
£101, Omaha, 63108-8101 Gay men in
lesther lifestyle, nod curmently meeling

LinOma Bares, Inlo: linoma-
haresiryvahoo com or call Enc at

(TI2W334731 or Dave( 71264203809

Lowe Avenue Presbyvterian Church, 1023
No. 40th St . fully open 1o GLBT 3,

Mpower Program, 139 & 40, Omaha (68131
email: mpower@nap.org webale:

LR T[li]!.“.\l.'l'ﬂmp lﬂ'!g EJIHJ[I.L’Z
402,552, 926020, Holiste Gay Men™s
Health Program

Metropolitan Community Church of

Omaha, 8195 22 5L, Omaha 68108

345-2563, mocomaha@mecomaha org
Websitewww mecomahaorg  Sumday
Worship 11am, Wed Evening Bible
Study at Tpm
NA Rainbow Group, Morcolics Anony-
mous, meets every Sunday at 6pm,
MOC-Omaha Chureh, %19 South 22nd 5t
Mebraska AIDS Project, 3532-9264)
Watanabe Wellness Ctr, 132 5. 40, Omaha
68131, Testing Wed from 1:30-1PM by
appoiniment only, Thurs TPM-9PM resulis
in a week, Fr SPM-10PM with 20 min-
wievesulis  Call 402-5352-9235 info
MebraskaEquality.org, Find oul everv-
thing about Nebraska and the GLET
Commumiy
Nehraska GLBT Events, Commumiy
Events Calendar web site, see
www, NebmskaGLBTEvents.com
Nebraska Zen Center, Soto Zen Buddhist,
3625 Lafavelle Ave., 402-551-9035,
wiww, pranewindsen org GLBT melesive
The "Ohana Group,(GLET / Mon-
tradditional Famaly group), email to
Theohanagroapa mn. com
Omaha Bi Married Men Yahoo Group
hitpeffzroups yahoo.com/group/
OmahaBiMarriedMen
Omaha NE Gav Pride WebPage
htpAONGE com;, email to
omahanesavpridei@eox net or
ongpl f@eox.net
OMAHA GLBT PROFESSIONALS,
ustElly meets st The Reading Groumds,
but changes at times. Contact oma-
haglbtprofessionals@oox. net for morne
info
Omaha Metro GLET Sports League,
PO Box 3672, Omaha, NE 68103
Onyvy Images, Box 31026, 68131-0026
SocialSupport Organization for African
Amencan Males age 21 and over
Ot and About in Nebraska, webs=ate
wiww, lravel. tofoutaboul
Email: NeCwAboout @ vahoo com
OUUT (Omaha Unitarian Universalists
for Tolerance) First Unitarian Church,
3114 Hamey, 68131, 345-3039,
www,ouul.org
Parcnts and Friends of Lesbians And
Gays (PFLAG) Omaha Chapler
Fox 390064, Omaba, 68139-0064 291-
6781 Website-www pllag-omaha org,
email mioi@pllag-omaha org Mecl g
Ihurs. 1st United Meth, 7020 Cass
Proud Horizons Youth Group,
Sat Afleroon, info: (402) 291-6781 or
email proudhonzons@vahoo.com
Rainbow Outresch GLBT Resource Cir,
1719 Leavenworth, Omaha, 341-0330
Rainbow Bible Study, Fndavs, 6-7:30pm,
Lowe Ave Preshyvierum, 1023 N, 40 5t
Rainbow Celebrations, PO Box 3488,
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Omoaha, 68108, 402-212-6302 locally,
E66-NE-PRIDE 101l free, sponsors of af-
nial Gay Pride & National Coming Oul
Day, for complete information soe
www minbowoelehmbions org

River City Gender Alliance, PO Box 4083

Cmaha, HE 6E104 call Swarla (@402, 8131842

Or email imfo@nverciiygenderallinnoe org

River City Mixed Bowling II 3pn,  Sun-
davs, Maplewood Lancs, Omaha Noma
Hamison {4023 T31-5706

River City Mixed Chorus, DBaox 3267
Omaha, NE 68103, 402-341-5IN0G 'Web-
S WWWTCTTEG, 0T

SNAP Productions, Box 8464, Omaha, NE
68108 www snapproductions. com

Temple Tsracl Synagogue, 7023 Cass 81,
J02-556-6336, member of the Unson for
Reform Judaizm, GLET mclusive

Unity Church of Omaha 3424 M. %0,
Omnha, Sunday worshap: 10-30am
Weadnesday meditation service Tpm;
571-1344; www unitvomaha.org

WumenSpace, no curment info is avalable

LINCOLN BASED

GLBT and Ally Programs and Services at
UNL, Pat Tetresuli, Assistani Director, $02-
472-1752 ematl: pletreaulilidunlede Lo-
cated m Student Involvement Oifice of the
Nebraska Union, Room 200,
GayviLeshian/BifStraight Alliance
2229 J 50, Lmcoln 68310
[402)436-1301 ext. 232 Ruth Kupfer
Gay & Bi Men's Discussion & Support
Group, Tim, P.O. Box 6341, Lincoln
GES06-0341 J83-6153

Lesbian, Bisexual and Questioning-
Waomen's Discussion Group, University
al Nebraska, Lincoln Women's Center
{sponsor), Hoom 340, Nebraska Union,
Lincoln 6G8388-0446. 4024 72-5044

Nebraska AIDS Project, 2147 5. 15th 51
Lincoln, NE 68502, {402 4T6-T00)

Mixed Chorus, Rehearse Ist & 3nd Fndays,
Unatanan Church, 6300 A, No auditions,
Just a desare (o sing, nfo conlact Scoll at
storchnd’neb. m.com

Omaha Women's Riverboat Cruise,

4040 M. Tird, Lincoln, 68307 467-5737

Parents, Fricnds of Leshians & Gays,

Cornhusker Chapter; Box 30028, Lincoln
68508, Meet 47 Tues, Unitarian Church,
6300 A, email 1o Barbara Kimberly,
jbkiber@hotmail com. Website:
hitpVpilag. ineb org/

Plainsmen, Support Fib s {Female o hMale)

Drag Kings TV Buiches, 402-820-1 267
SAGE, Box 22043, Lincoln 68542 Collee
House 2™ Sal, 6 - Spm, Leshian Videos
T15pm, 33195 46

Sexuality Education eXchange, University
Health Cir, 15th & U, Rm. 12h, 472-7447
or email: pletreaultli@unl edu Comprehen-






*Your monument is simply religious in characier, based on vour
personal religious beliefs regarding Maithew Shepard, and
bears no historical significance 1o the foundation of the law for
our country. As such, the city cannol place vour imonument on
city propérty without vielating the establishment clanse of the
United States Constitution.”

Phelps attempied to pet the aity to approve a similar statue in
2003 and also was rcjected.

Phelps and lus followers have not miled out aking the city 10
court,

The city's rebull is the second setback this month for Phelps
and his Topeka Kansas-based Westhoro Baptist Church

On July 6. his daughter was been formally charged with negli-
gent child abuse, contributing to the delinquency of a minor,
Mlag mutilation and disturbing the peace over an anti-gay protest
al the funcral of a soldier last month in Bellevue, Nebraska.

The charges against Shirley Phelps-Roper, 49, stem from a June
incident involving her 10-vear-old son who stomped on an
American Mag during a protest at the funeral of a National
Guardsman killed in Iraq. (storv)

Phelps-Roper and about a dozen other members of the West-
boro Baptist Church of Topeka. Kansas carried signs denounc-
ing homoscxuality and stating that malitary deaths in Iraq were
God’s retribution for Amenca being permissive of gays.

A 1977 Nebraska law prohibits trampling a flag. The protestors
brought their own flags (o the demonsiration,

Al the time of her arrest a police officer said that Phelps-Roper
put one fag around her waist,

“The second one was given to a 10-year-old. who put it on the
ground and started kicking it in the area they were protesting.”
Officer Joe Gray smid.

Westboro Baptist has 70 members, made up mostly of Phelps'
relatives. Although it professes to be Baptist it is not affiliated
with amy national Baplist group.

Church members routinely demonstrate at the funerals of AIDS
victims and most recently at the funerals of soldiers killed in
Irag.

Westboro Baptist’s pickeling of soldiers' funcrals led Congress
and 34 sates, including Kansas, 1o enacl laws aticmpling 1o
restrict such protests. It regularly protests at gay and HIV/AIDS
evenis.

In May. members of the church protested at the funcral of evan-
gelist Jerry Falwell, (story)

Aboult a dozen members of the church camied placards accusing
Falwell of being in league with gavs and of cozying up to [s-
racl.
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UPS Relents on Same-Sex
Partner Benefits

Afer persuasion from New Jersev's governor and atlomey gen-
eral, UPS Inc. said Monday that it would extend health insur-
ance benefits to the civil union partners of gay employecs in
Mew Jersey covered by a union contracl.

The policy change has to do with New Jersey's civil-unions Law,
which took effect in February and seeks to give gay couples the
same rights in the state as marmicd couples.

Gov. Jon 8. Corzing sent Atlanta-based UPS a letier July 20
asking United Parcel Service to change ils stance, The letier
was senl on behalfl of a UPS driver and her partner.

“The governor is extremely pleased to leamn that UPS has done
the right thing." Corzine spokeswoman Lilo Stainlon said.

The company had previously said civil-union pariners were
legally different from spouses and therefore were not entitled 1o
the same benelits that spouses of the company's hourly workers
Teccive,

"We have received clear guidance that at least in New Jersey
the state truly views civil-union pariners as marned.” sad Allen
Hill, UPS's senior vice president for human resources. "We'lve
heard that loud and clear from state officials. and we're happy
to make this change.®

The company has about 8,700 union-represented workers in
New Jersev, but UPS officials sav they do not know how many
are in civil unions.

Gay rights advocaies say UPS's onginal legal inierpreiaiion was
faulty -- but not unusual, They say many other cmplovers have
taken the same stance.

“The consequences to such ongoing mistakes are severe, and
rather than going cmployer to emplover and explaining civil
unions one by one. the legislalure has a quick fix -- allowing
same-sex couples 1o marry,” said David Buckel, director of
Lambda Legal's Marmage Project

Steven Goldstein, chairman of Garden State Equality. brougli
the reality down to a more personal level. "This decision. while
a good one. does not obviate the Gt that this couple had 10 go
through hell to get their benefits and there are many other cou-
ples out there in the same boat.”

UPS spokesman Norman Black said the company is reviewing
its policies in Connecticul and Vermoni, which also offer civil
unions.

Management and admimstranve stall in the company nalion-
wide already receive domestic-pariner benefits,

Before Monday, company officials had said they wanited 1o

Continyed on page | 7)
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