















































(Continued from page 11)

denied health care simply because of who they are or whom
they love and ensure transgender students have the same oppor-
tunities as their peers to thrive in a classroom. They are crucial-
ly important protections that absolutely must remain in place.
Lives depend on them. Congressman Mark Meadows’ and the
House Freedom Caucus’ efforts must be stopped. It’s time for
folks to stand up, speak out, and demand lawmakers keep these
fundamental protections for LGBTQ people in place.”

As evidence of public support for such protections, the HRC
pointed to poll results it released carlier this month in which
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research found that 69 percent of
respondents supported the Equality Act, a proposed federal law
that would provide a far more comprehensive ban on anti-
LGBT discrimination than the regulations targeted by the Free-
dom Caucus. Even 55 percent of Trump supporters supported
the Equality Act.

The regulations the Freedom Caucus wants repealed also in-
clude many dealing with the environment, labor, reproductive
rights, food and nutrition, enforcement of immigration laws,

banking, and for-profit colleges. Vox has an extensive analysis
here.

I’m Glad You’re on PrEP... but |
still Want to Wear Condoms
by GSN Contributor

I’m having sex with a hot guy. A super hot guy. I’'m on a trip
abroad and we hooked up via an app.

I’'m lying back on his bed thinking that he might actually be the
most muscle-pumped guy I've ever jumped into the sack with.
All is going great. And from the way he’s twerking around on
top of me, he’s making it clear that he wants to get fucked.

‘Do you want me to put a condom on?’ I ask, expecting him to
immediately say ‘yes.’

‘I hate condoms,” he says firmly. ‘I’m on PrEP.
There’s a pause. He awaits my response.

‘Oh. Well, I only use condoms,’ I say.

‘Are you negative?’ he asks.

“Yes. But I still only wear condoms. Sorry.’

He sighs and there’s the very slightest eye roll. Yes, an actual
eye roll.

He doesn’t get up to get a condom and doesn’t ask me to get
one (I have some in my bag). So, we end up not fucking.

The remainder of the sex is still great and — for me — satisfying,
but afterwards, I still can’t get the eye-roll out of my head.

I can’t help feeling like I"ve been made to feel like I'm being. ..
Prissy? Overly cautious? A spoilsport?
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As a gay man, I’'ve found myself in situations before where
condoms haven’t been used. It was nearly always in the heat of
the moment and always when large quantities of alcohol had
been consumed. It was always, inevitably, followed by feel-
ings of regret and fear.

I haven’t been in that situation since I stopped drinking a few
years ago.
But this is different.

I’'m a big supporter of PrEP and wish it were available widely
in the UK. Our health service currently does not fund it.

In the US, Canada and other countries, it’s now common for
gay men to be taking the medication, which — should you not
be aware — vastly reduces your chances of becoming infected
with HIV.

Sexual health advocates advise PrEP to be used in conjunction
with other forms of infection prevention.

Because I live in the UK, I've not actually had sex with many
guys on PrEP. I don’t know if PrEP is commonly used in con-
junction with condoms. From this one experience, I'm guess-

ing perhaps not.

I’'m glad guys are taking PrEP and are educating themselves
and protecting themselves. I respect their decision to take the
drugs and to request the sex they want to have. But by the
same token, I'd ask for the same respect in return.

Condoms can help reduce the risk other sexually-transmitted
infections. Sometimes, and let’s be frank, when sticking your
dick into another person’s butt, there are cleanliness issues to
consider.
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